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Parisian fashion
show is a Cause
for Celebration
Neighbors, B6-7

The Canton Township Board of

'T‘rnefoec meetg 'T’nnsr‘av nur]'\f to

continue working on its upcomlng
budget.

The meeting starts with a
closed session, where trustees are
set to talk about employee nego-
tiations.

The study session then starts
at 7 p.m., with trustees to discuss
the leisure services department’s
budget, as well as the general
fund budget.

Canton Township Hall is locat-
ed at 1150 S. Canton Center Road.

Waste not

Canton’s annual Hazardous
Household Waste collection takes
place 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 19, at Canton’s Division of
Public Works Building, located at
4847 Sheldon.

This event is open to Canton
residents only and is an excel-
lent opportunity to make your
home and environment safe by
properly disposing of waste that
is considered toxic, flammable or
corrosive.

Examples of acceptable waste
being collected include, but are
not limited to, fluorescent light
bulbs, oil-based and latex paint,
paint thinner, turpentine, bug
sprays, floor-care products,
expired medicine, computers and
scanners, dry cleaning solvents,
rat poison, household batteries,
propane tanks, mercury waste,
antifreeze, brake fluid, diesel
fuel, kerosene, motor oil, and
acids.

For more information, call
Canton Public Works at (734)
394-5150, or Wayne County’s 24-
Hour Environmental Hotline at
(888) 223-2363.

A

Heart @m bark

Four-legged family pets large
and small are encouraged to
attend the second annual Heart
and Bark event with their own-
ers 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 19 at the Lower Rouge
River Recreation Trail, located
at Morton Taylor Road and
Michigan Avenue.

This unique event will feature
valuable health and wellness
information for dogs and cats, as
well as their owners.

The Humane Society of Huron
Valley will be offering a low-cost
micro chip clinic for animals for
$25 per pet. Cats are welcome to
be chipped, but must be brought
to the event in a carrier.

A special “Dash for Doggies”
kids fun run will take place at 11
a.m. to support the development
of the Canton Dog Park. The
course is approximately a 15 mile
and all participants will receive a
commemorative T-Shirt.

This fund-raising race is geared
toward kids 12 and under. For
details, contact (734) 394-54.60.

CONNECTION -

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When Christopher Plum
of Plymouth was a student at
Northwood Elementary School
nearly 30 years ago, he played the
lead role in his school’s produc-
tion of the Charles Dickens classic
Oliver Twist.

So when, nearly 30 years later,
he found out his neighbor, Brett
Moore, was playing the same role
in the Spotlight Players’ produc-
tion Oliver!, which opens Friday,
his interest was piqued.

Plum, who helped Moore with
some of the songs, decided he
wanted back on stage. He audi-
tioned for — and got — the role of
bad guy Bill Sykes.

“I'm not in theater at all, 'm in
education in Detroit,” said Plum,
who takes to the stage with more
than 50 other cast members in the
Spotlight Players’ season opener at
the Village Theater at Cherry Hill.
“(But) it’s a real special play for
me, because I was in it. It reminds
me of a time that was really good.
When the opportunity came along,
1 had to take it.”

The show features a cast of Jocal
actors of all ages and follows the
well-known story of an orphan
(Moore) in Victorian London as he

Please see PLAY, A3

PHOTOS BY BILL RESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Oliver (Brett Moore) and cast sing ‘Consider Yourself' during rehearsal for the Spotlight Players production at the Village Theater.

A Dickens doozy

Spotlight Players bring classic play to stage

Ofiver (Brett Moore of Plymouth) takes on fellow urchin Noah (Steven Colfareno of
Northville) after Noah insults Oliver's mother.

"OLIVERY
» What: The Spotlight Players™ production of ‘Ofiver!’

» Where: The Village Theater at Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill, Canton

* When: 8 p.m. Sept. 18 and Sept. 25;2 and 8 p.m. Sept. 19 and Sept 26; 2 p.m.

Sept. 20 and Sept. 27

» How much: Tickets are available by phone at the Vlllage Theater Box Office,
(734) 394-5300 or (734) 394-5460 or online at www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater
or in jgerson at The Summit on the Park or at the-door. Box office opens one fiour
prior to showtime. Tickets are $18/adults; $16/seniors and students under 19.

» Details: For more information, (734) 480-4945 or www.spotlightplayers.org

Potential cuts
‘scary’ for
school districts

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The clock is ticking toward a mid-
night, Oct. 1, deadline for state lawmak-
ers to finalize a budget, and the lack of
information has local school officials
decidedly nervous.

Plymouth-Canton Schools Supt. Dr.
Craig Fiegel is among school officials all
over the state waiting and wondering
what decisions will come regarding how
K-12 education will be funded. With a
$110 cut in per-pupil funding a distinct
possibility — a $1.9 million loss to the
19,000-student district — Plymouth-
Canton officials are understandably
fidgety until legislators act.

“Somebody needs to respond,” Fiegel
said of Lansing. “I'm hoping this is a
worst-case scenario and the Legislature
takes some action to alleviate the prob-
lem.”

Plymouth-Canton ofﬁmals recently
passed their budget and have trimmed
some $18 million over the last eight
years. The issue is somewhat alleviated
this year by federal stimulus money.

If not for the presence of those funds,
according to a study done by Michigan
School Business Officials, cuts could be
as high as $600 per pupil.

Finding that kind of money would be
a daunting task for most districts.

“If you take that $600 per pupil and
multiply it by 19,000, that’s $10 or $11
million,” Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education Trustee John Jackson said.

- “That’s scary. That’s.a real challenge.”

In Wayne-Westland (which also ser-

* vices some Canton students), there’s

some $7 million in enhanced school
aid hanging in the balance, in addition
to the $110 cut in the per-pupil state
payments. The situation has Wayne-
Westland school officials keeping their
fingers crossed. .

“They should get a budget in the
next two or three weeks, but we don’t
know what it will be, we haven’t heard
aword,” Wayne-Westland Supt. Greg
Baracy said. “We made assumptions
when we made our budget and we hope
we will be right on with some of them.”

It’s not unusual for state officials to
go down to the wire and even beyond
the Oct. 1 deadline in getting a bud-
get, but the concern this year is the
projected $2.8 billion deficit that
must be filled to balance the budget.
Republicans in the state Senate have
proposed cutting $1.2 billion from state
general fund and schools, including
a $110 million per-pupil reduction to -
schools, a $165 million cut in revenue
sharing to cities and the $140 million
elimination of Michigan Promise schol-
arships. \

Gov. Jennifer Granhoim released her
plan Tuesday to raise $685 million in
new revenue, while cutting $572 million
in spending. The new revenue would
come from new taxes and tax increases
like a 6-percent sales tax on tickets
to concerts, pro and college sporting

Please see SCHOOLS, A3

ily ‘shocked’ by Cant d's death
mdex  Family ‘shocked’ by Canton grad’s dea
APARTMENTS ... .. ... ... C3 .
AytoMoTiVE ... ... .. ..C5 : %
CAREER BUILDER ... ... ... C1 BY BRAD KADRICH said a man had situation that went bad,” accord- 5
CrossworD Puzzik ... ... C2 OBSERVER STAFF WRITER “fallen on a ing to the newspaper, which ;
EDUCATION . e o e - A4 knife.” reported police officers had
HEALTH & FiTness. ... ... B8 Sharon Moss of Plymouth According to responded to the residence in
MILESTONES. .. .. ... .. BS didn’t know Lisa Danek all that reports in The the past on domestic calls.
NEGHRORS. . .. .. B6-T well, though her sister had hung Camden (Tenn.) Though problems in the rela-
OBITUARIES.. .. ... ... ..BS out with the former Plymouth- Chronicle, tionship were known, Bell’s
ReaL ESTATE ... ... ... ... C2 area resident some. Danek, 39, death stunned his family back
SPORTS . . v v B So Moss, and the rest of Danek of Big Sandy, home.
her family, were shocked to Tenn., was taken “It’s tragic,” said James French
For Home hear that Danek, 39, had been into custody the night thebody  of Plymouth, Bell’s uncle.
Delivery call: charged with second-degree was discovered. The paper said “He had a new girlfriend and
murder in the stabbing death of =~ Danek was being held without a new daughter, and he left
(866) 887-2737 her boyfriend (and Moss’ cousin)  bond pending arraignment. Michigan to try and start over. e
%, Charles Bell Jr. The Tennessee Burean of He thought if they just got out of
‘FA\ “My dad called to tell us ... we  Investigation followed up with Michigan things would change @@‘E your free
W couldn't believe it,” Moss said. the investigation, the newspaper ~ Unfortunately, they didn't.” consultation §§
I’ “I think there are problems in said, and preliminary autopsy Bell leaves behind four chil- ; . stheduled 4
most any relationship, but I was  results led to Danek being dren, including a 3-year-old ygg):“"p:s' sion todav! \
GAMEIT shocked.” charged with second-degree and an infant he fathered with therap)’r)' Alleviate back ay-
Bell, a 1984 graduate of murder. She was being held in Danek. Funéral arrangements pain without surgery ‘
Canton High School, was the Benton County jail without ~ were pending at press time. V - N

found stabbed to death Sept. 3

m ”ml mm after Big Sandy, Tenn., police

53174 responded to a 9-1-1 call that

“Now the family just needs to
get together and take care of the
kids,” French said.

bond pending arraignment.
Big Sandy police said the situ-
ation “appeared to be a domestic
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“Around Canton” is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Iltems will run
on a space-available basis. Send details
to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Variety show

The Canton Chiefettes Pom
Pon Teams present their annual
variety show, “Master Music
Mix,” 1:30 and 7 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 19, in the Gloria Logan
Auditorium in Salem High
School. :

Tickets are on sale now for $5
and are available from Chiefette
team members and parents, or
they can be purchased for $6 at
the door on show day.

For more information visit
the team’s Web site at www.
cantonchiefettes.com

AAUW meets

The Plymouth/Canton
branch of the American
Association of University
‘Women invites all those inter-
ested in advancing equity
for women and girls through
advocacy, education, philan-
thropy and research to attend
its branch meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 17, at the
Plymouth Community Arts
Council, 774 N. Sheldon in
Plymouth (Jocated on Sheldon
just north of North Territorial).

The meeting will feature a
presentation by Ashley Higgins
on her experience at the
National Conference for College
Women Student Leaders.

AAUW membership is open
to all. For more information
contact Esther Nelson at enel-
sonlc@att.net or (734) 981-
4938. -

Call for crafters

The Delta Kappa Gamma
Education Society hosts its
annual juried, handmade-
only Craft Show 9 a.m. to 4
p-m. Saturday, Oct. 17, at West
Middle School in Plymouth.

The event will feature some
1,500 customers, food and
drawings.
 Hand-made and juried art
and crafts will be sold from 9
am until 4 p.m. on Saturday,
October 17 at West Middle
School. The Delta Kappa
Gamma Educational Society
sponsors this show and uses all
of the proceeds to provide col-
lege scholarships for Plymouth
Canton students.

Call Sandy Downs at (734)
340-4229 or e-mail Judy Stone
at JBSTONE716 @ COMCAST.
NET

Euchre night

The Plymouth Canton
Kiwanis Breakfast Club hosts
a euchre tournament Saturday,
Sept. 26, at the Summit on the
Park’s Maple/Oak Room.

Registration starts at 7 p.m.,
with the games beginning at -
7:30 p.m. The event will feature
lots of prizes with a cash bar
and food for purchase.

The Summit is located at
46000 Summit Parkway in
Canton. Register to play by call-

ing Debby at (734) 282-2340 or’

diorzy@hotmail.com

Support Mass

Widowed men and women
are invited to celebrate Mass
together and stay for refresh-
ments and fellowship on
Sunday, Sept. 20, at St. Thomas
a’Becket Church, 555 S. Lilley

| AROUND CANTON |

No auditions necessary

Anyone who loves to sing but hates to audition can find a home with the Cherry Hill Singers. This non-auditioned
choir welcomes anyone 16 years of age and older who wants to experience the joy of singing with a group. The
groups will meet Monday evenings beginning Sept.14, from 7:30-9:30 at the Village Theater in Canton. To register to
be a part of this fun choir lead by Michael Gross (above), the artistic director of BeckRidge Chorale, and accompanist
Brian Long, visit www.beckridgechorale.org. '

Road (just south of Cherry Hill)
in Canton.

Please check in by 2:15 p.m.,
Mass is at 2:30. The event is
sponsored by Widowed Friends,
a peer group in the AOD. Come
meet new friends in a safe,
friendly setting.

For more information, call
Pat, (734) 459-5508, or Justine,

(734) 455-6939.
- BPW meets

The Canton Business &
Professional Women host their
next meeting 6-8:30 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 14, at Palermo’s
Restaurant (dinner will be
served), 44938 Ford Road, in
Canton.

Guest speaker is Frances
Heimes-Savickis, Social
Security Administration.

Palermo’s is located in the
strip mall behind Murray’s
Auto Supply on the north side
of Ford Road, east of Canton
Center and west of Sheldon.

For more information, con-
tact June Nicholas, (313) 610-
2561 or junenicholas@comcast.
net

Mom2Mom sale

The Plymouth Canton
Mothers of Multiples host their
semi-annual Mom-to-Mom sale
Saturday, Sept. 26 from 8:30
a.m. to noon at West Middle
School, 44401 Ann Arbor Trail,
at Sheldon Road, in Plymouth.’

Admissionis $1, cash only,
strollers are welcomie after 10

. a.m. This is a department store

style sale with boys and girls
fall and winter clothing, rang-
ing in size from newborn up to
size 10 along with toys, baby
gear, strollers and maternity
clothes.

Contact pcmoms@
hotmail.com” target=_
blank>pcmoms@hotmail.com
with any questions.

Little Lambs

Little Lambs Christian
Preschool, which provides a
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St. Michael Christian School
7000 Sheldon Road, Canton, MI 48187

Still Accepting Applications for 2009-2010 School Year
: Preschool 3’s & 4’s
Young Fives
All Day Kindergarten

For more information, call (734)459-9720

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO

STUDENTS . '
The St. Michael Christian School admits students of any race,
color, national and ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, programs
and activities generally accorded or made available to students at
the school. It does not diseriminate on the basis of race, color,
national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational
policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and
athletic and other school-administered programs.

Q08672771 2X3

Christ-centered education for
3-, 4-, and young 5-year-olds, is
still accepting applications for
the 2009/2010 school year. This
academic program is licensed
and taught by qualified and
credentialed teachers with a
low student-teacher ratio.

The school is located at 8500
Morton Taylor, just south of Joy,

_ inside Charisma Life Church.

For more information, contact
Shari Jackson at (734) 414~
7792 , or visit the school’s Web
site at www.pbcplymouth.org

Clothing bank

The Plymguth-Canton
Community School Clothing
Bank, which provides clothing
to needy families in the com-
munity, is now open for the
school year.

The Clothing Bank is now
taking donations of clean,
gently used clothing and new
undergarments. Hours of ’
operation are 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday.

To make 20 appointment,
call (734) 416-6179.

~Pet a Pet:

PET-A-PET Inc. is looking for
enthusiastic, friendly pets and
their owners to visit facilities
one hour a month. Pets must be
up to date with vaccinations,
proofrequired.

Visits to Heartland-Canton
on the second Wednesday at
6:30 p.m.; call Pat Glinski, (313)
278-4428. Visits to Heartland-
Plymouth on the fourth
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; call
Lyn Ehrman, (734) 455-4885.

Art exhibit

An exciting and intensely
private collection of 19th
century paintings will be on
display at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill through Sept.
27. This exhibit will feature
over 30 pieces of art collected
by Judy and David Johnson,
‘Washtenaw County residents
for the past 32 years.

online at hometownlife.com

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The couple has developed
a keeni eye and has slowly
acquired a collection rang-
ing from unknown artists to
well-known American and
European painters suchas
Henry Schouten, a 19th century
Belgian painter, Henry Rankin
Poor and David Johnson, the
latter two prominent American
artists.

Presently, they have expand-
ed their tastes to include
portraits, Middle-Eastern
paintings (Orientalist art),
marine and Chinese pieces.
The Johnsons’ enthusiasm for
and interest in farming has also
led them to include numerous
works featuring landscapes and
various animals in their col-
lection. The Johnsons’ current
collection is comprised equally
of 19th century works and 20th
century pieces and includes
sculptures.

Admission to the gallery is
free and the public is welcome
to view this exhibit at the
Gallery@VT: Monday-Friday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; during
public performances; and by
appointment by calling (734)
394~-5308.

Health screening

Meijer Pharmacy, located on
Ford Road at Canton Center,
holds its monthly health ,
screening clinic 8 a.m. to noon,
Thursday, Oct. L

Cholesterol, diabetes, and
liver function screening are
available at a very affordable
cost.

Appointments are required;
contact the pharmacy for
details at (734) 844-2733.

Scrapbooking fund-raiser

The Salvation Army of
Plymouth and Creative
Memories consultant Cassie
Hull are teaming up to host
an all-day Scrapbooking event
to help raise funds for the
Salvation Army’s Coats for Kids
program.

Those interested in scrap-
booking can join us for
the Sept. 26 event, called
Croptoberfest, from 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. at a cost of $35, which
includes 12 hours of scrapbook-
ing, meals, and a goodie bag.
There is also a half-day option

of six hours for $20.

For more information, or to
register, contact Cassie at the

‘Salvation Army at (734) 453-

5464, or by e-mail at cassiekh@
gmail.com. Those unable to
attend can still help the Coats
for Kids program by donating
$15 to help purchase a coat for
a child in need. The Salvation
Army is located at 9451 S. Main
St. in Plymouth. ‘

Church crafts

Connection Church (previ-
‘ously Tri~City Christian Center)
is currently accepting applica-
tions for its annual Holiday
Craft Fair 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dec.
5

Connection Church is located
at 385K an]dnn in Cantgn,

v SOSO WJaalalaUis i

north of Michigan Ave.

For more information contact
Katy Reitz, (734) 693-5656 or
katyreitz@mac.com

Crafters wanted

The Plymouth-Canton Music
Boosters (PCMB) is hosting
its Annual Holiday Arts and
Crafts Ensemble on Saturday,
Nov. 21. Exhibitors who hand-
craft their own items are invit-
ed to submit an application
1o exhibit at the fund-raising
event to be held at Plymouth
High School in Canton. The
juried art event is produced
twice each year by the PCMB
to help support the band and
color guard programs at the
Plymouth-Canton Educational
Park.

Artists and crafters who
are interested in applying for
consideration to exhibit should
visit www.pcmb.net/artcraft
to download an application
and submit with photos by
June 26 for the first wave of
jurying. For more details, con-
tact exhibit coordinator Carol
Rosati at (734) 455-0714.. Only
100 exhibitors will be permit-
ted to exhibit at this artistic
event. Over the last four years,
over 7,000 attendees have vis-
ited the PCMB Arts & Craft
Ensembles.

Plymouth High School is
located at 8400 Beck Road in
Canton, Mich. The Holiday
Arts & Craft Ensemble will
be held from 9 a.m. until 4
p-m. on Nov. 21. In addition to

~ over 100 exhibits, there will be

food, a raffle, and entertain-
ment by local musicians and
artists throughout the day.
Admittance is $2.

Hospice volunteers

Compassionate Care
Hospice is a community-based
organization committed to
providing excellent hospice
care for patients and their
families. The group is cur-
rently seeking caring and ded-
icated individuals to provide
support by being a friendly vis-
itor to patients in the Western
Wayne County area. Training
is provided.

For more information,
contact Ann Christensen,
Volunteer Coordinator, toll-free
(888) 983-9050 or e-mail at
achristensen@cchnet.net.

An item in Thursday’s Malls & Mainstreets

feature should have stated:

Parisian al Laurel Park Place in Livonia will
host its semi-annual Goodwill Sale Sept. 16-29.
Conducted by The Bon-Ton Stores, Inc. and
Goodwill Industries, the event invites custom-

CORRECTION

ers to donate clean, gently used clothing and

home textiles. In exchange for every item, cus-

tomers receive one coupon for 20 percent off
on apparel, shoes and accessories merchandise
and 15 percent off on cosmetics, fragrances and
home store merchandise.

Lary G.
Johnson
CSA, LUTCF

9369 Haggerty Rd.
Plymouth

734-207-0988

How To Change Your Life In September

Call your Farm Bureau Insurance agent
to update your life insurance...
and change your life for the better.
- More security, more protection,
more peace of mind.
September is
Life Insurance
Awareness Month.

Michigan’s |

® 3
FARM BUREAU MUTUAL ¢ FA!
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FROM PAGE A1

makes his way from the cruel
workhouse to the even crueler
streets, finding a home amidst
a gang of loveable pickpockets
and a best friend in The Artful
Dodger (Jeffrey Selewski).

Patrons will recognize such

songs as Consider Yourself,
As Long As He Needs Me and
Where is Love, made famous
in part by Lionel Bart’s 1968
movie adaptation.

The music is a large part of
the show’s charm, according to
the woman who will direct the
production.

“It has some very memo-
rable songs ... we tend to get
an older crowd, which we love,
and they are very familiar with
the music of this show,” said
Barbara Bloom of Novi, presi-
dent of the Spotlight Players
and managing director of the
group’s youth program. “It’s a
great family show, it involves
lots of kids, so it’s a chance
to get the kids to perform
with the adults. We thought it
would make a really great sea-
son opener because it has such
a great, broad appeal.”

Like his neighbor (Plum),
Brett Moore is appearing in
his first production for the
Spotlight Players. Moore,
though, does have experience,
having been in shows as part of

SCHOOLS

FROM PAGE A1

events and vending machine
sales and a 25-cent per pack
increase in the cigarette tax.
The cuts would includes $150
million from Department of
Community Health and $74
million from revenue sharing.

School districts will be into
the second quarter of their fis-
cal year, if lawmakers are able
to reach an accord by Oct. 1.
But there’s indication that this
year’s budget will be extended,
rather than the government
shut down, until a new one can
be hammered out. *

Douglas Law, president of
the Middle Cities Education
Association and superinten-
dent of Niles Community
Schools, said school officials

the Plymouth Uptown Players
at the Plymouth Community °
Arts Council.

‘When Moore, a singer who is”

a sixth-grader at West Middle
School, found out the Spotlight
Players were doing a muswal
he wanted in.

“I wanted to do a musical,”
said Moore, the son Pat and
Jenny Moore. “Before the audi-
tion, (Plum) helped me sing a
couple of songs. That helped.”

The 54-member cast
includes performers from
a variety of communities,
including Canton, Plymouth,
Wi land, Novi, Ypsilanti,
New Boston, Walled Lake
and Ferndale. Getting them
all together, since they're all
volunteers, has been a huge
challenge.

“It’s quite a large group,”
Bloom said with a laugh.
“Logistically, trying to get
them all together to have a
rehearsal — because we are
avolunteer group and people
have conflicts — is quite a
challenge.”

As opening night approach-
es, the cast — and its lead
actor — is excited.

“Alot of people I know are
coming to see me,” Moore said.
“Some of them have never been
to any of my performances,
so it’s kind of cool they get to
come and see me.”

bkadrich@hometowntife.com | (313) 222-8899

“have been told that we will
likely see significantly less
funding over the course of the
next several budget years.”

“This is in a time of increas-
ing costs, with inflation, ener-
gy, health care all going up,” he
said. “The result of these fund-
ing reductions will likely be
significant program cuts.”

Like Fiegel and Baracy, Law
acknowledges the difficulty
faced by state legislators.

“There are no easy answers
or quick fixes,” he said.
“Citizens and state officials
must come together to find a
long-term solution. That solu-.
tion will include government
reforms and a restructure of
our tax system, We have a tax
structure from the last cen-
tury that is woefully in need of
updating.”

smason@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751

Family wins free HD TV in video contest

BY KAREN SMITH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Mary Conway of Livonia
wanted a new big-screen,
high-definition television on
which to watch her favorite
programs.

The family’s 15-year-old set
was “barely cable ready,” she
said Thursday, laughing.

But her husband, Chris, who
is laid off from his job, didn’t
want to spend money on a new
one. “I thought it was more of
a want than a need,” he said.

Then a friend told them
about Bright House Networks’
national You on Demand con-
test called “Help! I'm stuck in
the 20th Century,” which coin-
cided with the recent nation-
wide transition from analog to
digital broadcast television.

Coniestanis were invited
to create short videos show-
ing how they watch TV on
the most dated, vintage and
archaic TVs still out there.

The Conways won for the
Detroit-area market. On
Thursday, they took delivery
of their prizes: a 52-inch Sony
Bravia.S-series LCD HDTYV,

a year’s worth of free digital
cable service and a high-defi-
nition DVR. Combined, the
package is worth $3,500.

Leigh Byrd, public rela-
tions manager for Brighthouse
Michigan, said judges liked the
creativity in the Conways’ video.

“It was fun to watch,” she
said. “It was entertaining.
They really put some thought
into producing it.”

Chris Conway, who worked
as an associate producer for
an ad agency in Troy, said the
1-minute, 37-second video
took two to three days to plan,
shoot and edit. He now works
as a free-lancer and has vide-
producing equipment at home.

They borrowed a five-inch
black and white TV with an
audiocasette deck on top from
grandma. “What were they
thinking when they made
that?” Conway asked, joking.

They never wrote a script,
but let their children, Alisha,
11, and Aidan, 7, and their
friends, Hope, 6, and Faith, 8,
Puschell of Canton, come up
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front) show off the Conways new TV, which they won after enterlnq a Bright House video contest titled 'Help"l i
stuck in the 20th Century.’

one gets everyone magnify-
ing glasses so the picture looks
larger, one gets everyone colored
glasses and then sunglasses for
everyone to add color to the
picture. Nothing works. Finally,
Aidan sighs, “Mom; T wish we
lived in a Bright House!”
The children are excited
about the new TV. “It’s really
big,” said Alisha, who likes:-
watching the reality competx—
tion Wipe Out.
The family has subscribed
to basic cable from Bright
House since 1996, but with
HD, they'll have a lot.more’
programs to choosé fromi..
“It’s more than anew TV,: .
Chris Conway said, “Now we '
have new viewing opportunities.”
The Conways’. winning video
can be viewed at www.tinyurl.
com/BHNContest.

Chris (from left) and Aidan ConWaY watch as Bright House Networks field
auditors Chris Ollerich and Drew Honeycutt unwrap the Conways’ new TV.

with the lines.

In the video, the four kids
are gathered around grand-
ma’s TV, complete with rabbit

ears, but all they get is static.
One by one, the children try

to solve the problem. One hits

the TV to get rid of the static,

Beo they live alone / Lonesome

Are they forgetting to take

they medications?

Have they recently lost the

ability to drive?

w Living with Dementia / Alzheimer’s

@ Has the person fallen lately?

¥ Recovering from a recent surgery,
broken boue, stroke or other illness.

% Is the familv stressed, over-
wheimed, and exhausted trying
to help care for their loved one?

@ Do they want to remain in their -
home versus an assisted living
facility or nursing home?

Sometimes a person’s ability to remain safe
and comfortable at home can be compromised.
Choosing to allow someone into your home is a
big step.

At SmartCare, our goal is to make the
transition as easy as possible. The friendly staff
at SmartCare are here to assist you through the
process.

Some of the services we offer include:

OEOS8672866

v Companionship / Conversation

% Medication set-up & reminders
¥ Agsist with Walking

¥ Light housekeeping / Laundry

@ Frrands / Dr. Appointments

@ Meal planning & prep / Shopping
w Transportation / Qutings

@ Bathing / Showering

w Dressing







