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GOPf Dem friends not divided
by partisan differences
Local news, A6

The Great Lakes Regional Chili
Cook-off presents the fourth
annual "Motorcycle Chili Ride"
and the "Indian Motorcycles
Chili Ride" to benefit Habitat for
Humanity Sunday, Oct. 4.

The rides start at MotorCity
Harley Davidson in Farmington
Hills, and Dick Scott's Indian
Motorcycle Detroit dealership
in Canton. Both rides end at
the Chili Cook-off in downtown
Plymouth.

Registration is at MotorCity
Harley-Davidson in Farmington
Hills 8:30 a.m.; registration at
Dick Scott's Indian Motorcycle
Detroit in Canton 9 a.m. Escorted
rides depart at 10:30 a.m.

For more information call
Motor City Harley-Davidson
(www.motorcityharley.com),
(248) 473-7433, or Dick Scott's
Indian Motorcycle Detroit (www.
DickScott.com), (734) 398-5454.

The Great Lakes Regional Chiii Cook-off
presents the fourth annual 'Motorcycle
Chili Ride1 and the 'Indian Motorcycles
Chili Ride' to benefit Habitat for
Humanity Sunday, Oct. 4.

Join the Friends of the 1-275
Pathway for the first fall trail
cleanup day Saturday, Sept. 12, in
Canton south of Cherry Hill.

The group will meet between
9 a.m. and noon at the rest area
on northbound 1-275 north of
Michigan Avenue. There is a lot of
overgrown vegetation, so bring clip-
pers, pruners, tree-loppers, sickles,
or any kind of hand tool to trim
trees and cut back brash. Wear
work gloves, long pants and a long-
sleeved shirt, and bring a bike to get
from your car to the work site.

Water and a light snack will be
available. For more information
call Dave Duffield at (248) 994-
3074 or visit the Friends of the
1-275 Pathway on Yahoo! groups
or Facebook. The 1-275 Pathway is
a 40-mile multi-use recreational
trail that parallels the freeway
in Oakland, Wayne and Monroe
Counties. The trail runs through
or near some of the most popu-
lated communities in southeast
Michigan.
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Students arrive at Gallimore Elementary School, hopping off buses that for the first time were able to use the new turnaround,
completed just before the school year began.

Learning curve
Excitement reigns as kids head back to class

BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

After a summer of fun, Eric Novak noticed it was a little
tougher to get his 7-year-old daughter, Elizabeth, out of bed
Tuesday morning.

But get up she did, as did some 6,000 other students
reporting for the first day of school in the Plymouth-Canton

Community Schools.
Elizabeth, a Canton resi-

dent who's a second-grader at
Gallimore Elementary School,
had a list of reasons she was
happy to be back in school.

"I get a new classroom," she
said, "and I get to walk out
to recess out of a whole new
door, cuz the other one was
too far away. And I'll get some
new friends."

While 10-year-old Matt
Fenech had a good reason for
being happy to be back — "I
want to learn," said Matt,
whose favorite class is gym
— his mom said his four-word
answer belied his excitement
about getting back to class.

"Usually, the last two
weeks, the kids are ready to
get back to school," said Teri
Garrow of Plymouth, who
also has a daughter, Megan,
who's a junior at Canton High
School, and a son, Brendon, a

student at Pioneer Middle School.
At Salem High School, 16-year-old Emily Nelson of Plymouth

had a big hug for her friend, 16-year-old Michael Rapp of Canton.
"I'm glad to be back because I get to see Michael and my

other friends," Nelson said.
Rapp, who proclaimed summer 2009 as "the best summer of my

life" after traveling to Colorado, also said he was happy to be back.
"I get to see all my friends," Rapp said. "It's always good (to ,

get back to school) in the beginning."

Mother Nature found a way to
wreak havoc on the first day
of school for Plymouth-Canton
Schools by conjuring up rain
storms that caused power outages
at five district buildings Tuesday.
Deputy Superintendent Ken
Jacobs said power went out at
all three high schools - Plymouth,
Salem and Canton - and at
Pioneer Middle and Isbister
Elementary schools. Discovery
Elementary School also lost
some technology capabilities
during the day, he said.
"Other than that we did OK,"
Jacobs said. "Our schools were
pretty well prepared."

More coverage of first day, A4.

Second-grade teacher Joy Michelsen hugs former
student Suzy Shelton.

reach one-year pact
BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER
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Michigan's dire economic conditions have been
a factor in nearly every decision the Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools Board of Education
has made lately, so it should come as no surprise
they were a factor in union negotiations.

With an eye toward 2010-11, the board and the
district's teachers reached agreement last week
on a one-year contract that essentially changes
very little from the deal that expired earlier this
year.

"It's all the board was willing to approve with
the financial situation in the state," said Ray
Bihun, the district's executive director of human
resources.

The contract was ratified by members of the
Plymouth-Canton Education Association last
week, then approved by board members in a
unanimous vote at Tuesday's Board of Education
meeting.

The deal, which dates back to Aug. 31 and
runs through Aug. 30, 2010, carries no increase

in pay for the teachers, though it does leave
step increases in place for teachers who qualify. *
Union president Charles Portelli acknowledged
the union asked for an increase, though neither
he nor Bihun would say how much.

The pact also leaves in place the existing health
care plan, though that was one area of conten-
tion between the two sides. Union officials said
they brought a proposal they say would have cut
the district's health care costs; Bihun said the
district's consultant disagreed.

"They didn't want to go there," Portelli said.
"We settled for no changes in benefits."

Both sides said the one-year deal was all they
talked about largely because of the economic
struggles of the state. Budget discussions at the
state level are focused around cuts in per-pupil
spending of anywhere between $110 and $600.

"They just said, 'We don't have any money,
we're not going to have any money, and that's not
going to change," Portelli said. "It's what every-
one around the state is hearing."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

Board OKs
water main

BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Residents in a four-street radius of
Canton Township who are tired of seeing
a succession of water main breaks are
about to get some relief.

The Canton Township Board of
Trustees approved Tuesday spending
some $400,000 to replace some 4,200
feet of pipe in an area mostly south of
Ford Road between Sheldon and Lilley.

That area — which includes Aberdeen,
Oakview, Brookline and Arlington
(which is actually north of Ford Road,
just east of Sheldon) — suffered 28 water
main breaks between 2000 and 2008,
according to a report by the township's
Municipal Services Department.

That's a good-sized percentage of the
township's total of 165 breaks over the
same period. Pipes in that area, according
to municipal services director Tim Faas, *
range in age from 32 to 39 years old.

"Canton is a newer community, but
we still have water main infrastructure
that's 40 and 50 years old," Faas said.
"Some of those water mains are begin-
ning to show signs of age."

The board approved awarding a
contract for some $396,000 to Pamar
Enterprises, Inc. Work on the project,
Faas said, is likely to start toward the end
of the month.

However, he said, technological
advances should limit surface disrup-
tions affecting residents. Pamar will use
a "trenchless" method in which a device
will be inserted through existing pipes
and expanded to the breaking point, to
be replaced by pre-chlorinated, high-
density polyethylene pipe that slides right
in behind the breaking device.

"It's pre-chlorinated before it goes
into the hole, so it's literally ready for
service as soon as you've got it in," Faas
said. "Manufacturers say the safe rule
of thumb is it takes a day to get water
restored, versus the old open cut, which
can take three to five days."

Faas said the township had only two
options when faced with the deteriorat-
ing pipes: Do nothing or fix the problem.

He said doing nothing would likely have
meant more frequent water main breaks
and the resulting consequences: disrup-
tion to residents, sink holes, potential
contamination. Plus, it's "unaccounted for"
water which has already been paid for, a
statistic the township wants to minimize.
"Unaccounted for" water happens from such
things as fire prevention, hydrant flushing,
water main breaks and meter errors.

Last year, Faas said, the township
bought 3.1 billion gallons of water, of
which only 115 million gallons went unac-
counted for, a 3.7-percent figure Faas said
was good by industry standard, but one on
which the township would like to improve.

"As the system ages, unaccounted for
water increases, and we're trying to stay
ahead of that in the long term," Faas said.
"That's really in everybody's best inter-
ests, so the amount of water you pay for is
truly the amount you use."
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"Around Canton" is designed to.
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.
com

Wildcat bowling
Please join the Plymouth

High School Football Boosters
for a fun night at the Super
Bowl on Ford Road in Canton
8:30 p.m. to midnight
Saturday, Sept. 12.

Cost is $20 per adult, which
includes two nine-pin no-
tap games, shoes, pizza and
pop. Alumni are also encour-
aged to attend to support
the Wildcats. There will be a
50/50 raffle, silent auction and
raffle with lots of great items.

Contact Igoble64@aol.com
if you have questions or have
an item to donate.

Support Mass
Widowed men and women

are invited to celebrate
Mass together and stay for

/^ i + o ^̂ .̂ i fun „,»,„!,;„

on Sunday, Sept. 20, at St.
Thomas a'Becket Church, 555
S. Lilley Road (just south of
Cherry Hill) in Canton.

Please check in by 2:15 p.m.,
Mass is at 2:30. The event
is sponsored by Widowed
Friends, a peer group in the
AOD. Come meet new friends
in a safe, friendly setting.

For more information,
call Pat, (734) 459-5508, or
Justine, (734) 455-6939-

BPW meets

The Canton Business &
Professional Women host their
next meeting 6-8:30 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 14, at Palermo's
Restaurant (dinner will be
served), 44938 Ford Road, in
Canton.

Guest speaker is Frances
Heimes-Savickis, Social
Security Administration.

Palermo's is located in the
strip mall behind Murray's
Auto Supply on the north side
of Ford Road, east of Canton
Center and west of Sheldon.

For more information,
contact June Nicholas, (313)
610-2561 or junenicholas@
comcast.net

MomZMom sales
• The Mothers of

Preschoolers at Connection
Church in Canton host a
Mom2Mom sale 8:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 12, at
the church, located at 3855
Sheldon (west of 1-275, north
Ol IVAlClJUgCUl JTX.VC.J i l l V^ailLUii.

Admission is $1.
For more information, e-

mail CCMopsMom@gmail.
com or call (734) 334-0486.

e The Plymouth Canton
Mothers of Multiples host
their semi-annual Momvto-
Mom sale Saturday, Sept. 26
from 8:30 a.m. to noon at
West Middle School, 44401
Ann Arbor Trail, at Sheldon
Road, in Plymouth.

Admission is $1, cash only,

strollers are welcome after
10 a.m. This is a department
store style sale with boys and
girls fall and winter clothing,
ranging in size from newborn
up to size 10 along with toys,
baby gear, strollers and mater-
nity clothes.

Contact pcmoms@
hotmail.com" target=_
blank>pcmoms @hotmail.com
with any questions.

Little Lambs
Little Lambs Christian

Preschool, which provides a
Christ-centered education for
3-, 4-, and young 5-year-olds,
is still accepting applications
for the 2009/2010 school year.
This academic program is
licensed and taught by quali-
fied and credentialed teachers
with a low student-teacher
ratio.

The school is located at
8500 Morton Taylor, just
south of Joy, inside Charisma
Life Church. For more infor-
mation, contact Shari Jackson
at (734) 414-7792 , or visit the
school's Web site at www.pbc-
plymouth.org

Clothing bank
The Plymouth-Canton

Community School Clothing
Bank, which provides clothing
to needy families in the com-
munity, is now open for the
school year.

The Clothing Bank, is now
taking donations of clean,
gently used clothing and
new undergarments. Hours
of operation are 9:30-11:30
a.m. Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday.

To make an appointment,
call (734) 416-6179- .

DAVID L. MALHALAB M NEWS SERVICE

Hog heaven
Heather 'Lil Red' Ritchie, of Canton, takes a photo of the over 1,500
Hariey Davidson motorcycles that were a part of the Inaugural Michigan
State H.O.G. (Harley Davidson Owners) Rally in Lansing recently. Ritchie
is the Livonia/Taylor areas representative for Thunder Roads motorcycle
magazine. Motor City Harley, of Farmington Hills has one of the largest HOG
chapters in Michigan.

Pet a Pet

PET-A-PET Inc. is looking
for enthusiastic, friendly pets

8922
Northville

Ed, at Seven Mile
www.carpetsetcetera.com
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and their owners to visit facili-
ties one hour a month. Pets
must be up to date with vacci-
nations, proof required.

Visits to Heartland-Canton
on the second Wednesday at
6:30 p.m.; call Pat Glinski,
(313) 278-4428. Visits to
Heartland-Plymouth on the
fourth Wednesday at 6:30
p.m.; call Lyn Ehrman, (734)
455-4885.

Get Acquainted
Zonta International is cel-

ebrating its 90th birthday this
year. Zonta Clubs from the
Tri-County area will be in the
new food court of Laurel Park
Place Mall, II a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 12, to share
information about the organi-
zation. Learn about scholar-
ships and projects that may of
interest you.

Zonta is an international
service club made up of a net-

work of professional women
who's mission is to advance
the legal, health, economic,
educational and political
status of women worldwide.
Zontians across the world have
volunteered their time, money,
efforts and talents to support
their local and international
service projects for the past 90
years.

Join Zontians for a piece
of birthday cake and learn
about Zonta. Laurel Park
Place is at 37700 W. Six Mile
at Newburgh in Livonia. For
more information, call Sally at
(734)464-3728.

Art exhibit
An exciting and intensely

private collection of 19th
century paintings will be
on display at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill
through Sept. 27. This
exhibit will feature over 30
pieces of art collected by
Judy and David Johnson,
Washtenaw County residents
for the past 32 years.

The couple has developed
a keen eye and has slowly
acquired a collection rang-
ing from unknown artists
to well-known American
and European painters such
as Henry Schouten, a 19th
century Belgian painter,
Henry Rankin Poor and
David Johnson, the latter
two prominent American
artists.

Presently, they have
expanded their tastes to
include portraits, Middle-
Eastern paintings (Orientalist
art), marine and Chinese
pieces. The Johnsons' enthu-
siasm for and interest in
farming has also led them to
include numerous works fea-
turing landscapes and various
animals in their collection.
The Johnsons' current collec-
tion is comprised equally of
19th century works and 20th
century pieces and includes
sculptures.

A special wine and cheese
reception will be held in the
gallery 6-8 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 10, with David and Judy
Johnson in attendance to dis-
cuss their collection.

Admission to the gallery is
free and the public is welcome
to view this exhibit at the
Gallery@VT: Monday-Friday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; during
public performances; and by
appointment by calling (734)
394-5308.

i Gety
44926 Ford Road • Canton • 734-;
In Canton Landings Shopping Plaza Between Sheldon & Canton Center Road

15% OFF
. 7 - Sept 20

Shoes, Bodywear, Tights Sr More

Hours: Mop.-Fri. 10-7; Sat 10-5
Open During the Sale on Sunday

12 noon-4pm
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Hours: Mon-Wed 6am to 6pm, Thu-Fri 6am to 7:30pm, Sat 8am to 7:30pm, Sun 10am to 4pm
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LIFE HAS ITS MOMENTS.
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Thursday, Friday & Saturday

September, 10-1142

...MAKE THEM UNFORGETTABLE.

Gift with Purchase
Receive a FREE Pandora clasp
bracelet with your purchase of
$150 or more of PANDORA

Good while supplies last, limit one per customer.

Gift with Purchase
^~x Q Receive a FREE Pandora Lobster
\J l \ clasp bracelet with your purchase

of $100 or more of PANDORA
Good while supplies last, limit one per customer.

37643 Six Mile Road • Livonia

734-464-3555
www.mastercraftjewelers.com

Mon.- Wed. 10am - 6pm • Thurs. 10am - 8pm • fit & Sat 10am - 6pm • Sun. - Closed
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Plymouth gathers
BYMATTJACHMAN

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Visitors to the Plymouth
Community Fall Festival this
year can run, literally — or just
have the ran of area restaurants.

They can cruise the midway
for carnival rides, cruise the
festival stages for live music
and entertainment, or visit
Plymouth's version of a dream
cruise during the antique and
classic car show.

Plus, they can shop for crafts,
play bingo, and fill up on pan-
cakes, spaghetti, barbecued
chicken and more.

Plymouth's 54th annual Fall
Festival, which grew out of a
community picnic that began
in the 1950s, is noon to 11 p.m.
Friday, 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. Saturday,
and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday,
Sent 13

The festival is centered around
Kellogg Park and downtown
Plymouth; Taste Fest, a chance
to sample food from more than
20 local restaurants, is at Station
885 in Old Village.

Major Fall Festival events
include:

• Carnival rides, which will be
open during most festival hours
along Ann Arbor Trail off of
Main Street and on Main Street
from Ann Arbor Trail to Wing.
Tickets are four for $5; rides are
two to four tickets each.
Ride wristbands will be available
Sunday, Sept. 13, for $25 each.

e The craft show, noon to dusk .
Friday, 9 a.m. to dusk Saturday,
and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 13. It'll be on Union Street
between Ann Arbor Trail and
Roe.

• Bingo Night, sponsored by
the Plymouth Canton Music
Boosters, 6-10 p.m. Friday at The
Gathering, on Penniman next
to the Penn Theatre. Bingo card
packets to play all evening will be
$25; individual cards will be $1.

• Taste Fest, 6-8 p.m. Friday at
Station 885,885 Starkweather in
Old Village. The $15 admission
buys visitors a chance to sample
food from many area restau-
rants. Taste Fest will be followed
by a party with live music by
the Wiley Coyote Band. Taste
Fest tickets are available at the
Plymouth Community Chamber
of Commerce, (734) 453-154Q, or
on Friday at the Fall Festival tick-
et booth, Main and Penniman,
or at the gate. A shuttle bus will
take festival goers between Taste
Fest and downtown.

• Live music, dance and pom-
pon performances and a pet

Is 5
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show on the Fresh Food Market
Stage in Kellogg Park, sponsored
by Busch's, throughout the fes-
tival.

• The car show, featuring
classics and antiques from 1979
and earlier, on Saturday and on
Sunday, Sept. 13. Cars will be
displayed on Penniman and on
Main.

• The Kiwanis pancake break-
fast, 7-11:30 a.m. Saturday at
The Gathering. Tickets are $5 in
advance, $6 at the door; children
ages 6-12 are $3, and children
5 and under are free. To order
advance tickets, call Jim Gratza
at (734) 216-2858. Tickets can
also be purchased during the fes-
tival at the festival ticket booth.
• A spaghetti dinner, 4-8 p.m.
Saturday in the northeast corner
of Kellogg Park. Sponsored by
the Rotary Club of Plymouth
A.M. Tickets are $8 in advance,
$9 at the door, $4 for children 12
and under. Children under 2 are
free. Advance tickets available at
International Minute Press, 1058

S. Main, Plymouth.
8 The Trish Donnelly-Runnion

Memorial five-kilometer run,
which raises money for breast
cancer awareness and for the
cross-country program at Salem
High School. The main event is
8 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 13; there is
also a one-mile ran and a one-
mile walk. The entry fee is $22.
For details, visit the festival Web
site, www.plymouthfallfestival.
com, and click on the "5K Run"
link.

'The Rotary Club of •
Plymouth's annual chicken
barbecue, the longest-lasting
Fall Festival event. It's 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. (or until dinners are
sold out) at Kellogg Park, with a
takeout location at West Middle
School, Ann Arbor Trail and
Sheldon Road. Dinners are $10
each if purchased in advance,
$12 at the barbecue. Ticket
booths will be at Ann Arbor
Trail and Main Street and at
Penniman and Main. Advance
tickets are available at Horton

Plumbing, 1382 W. Main,
Plymouth.

The Party Lot, a nonfestival
event, will also be taking place
Friday and Saturday in the
parking lot behind E.G. Nick's
in downtown Plymouth. Live
music, food and drink. Radio
station WRIF-FM, E.G. Nick's,
Budweiser and the Signature
Professional Group are spon-
soring the event. WRIF will
be broadcasting live from E.G.
Nick's from 3-7 p.m. Friday.
The regular Party Lot hours are
6-11 p.m. Admission to the lot
will the $3; those under 21 must
be accompanied by a parent or
guardian.

For details on Fall Festival events, visit
the festival Web site, www.plymouthfciil-
festival.com.
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•/ Professional installation by our own employees
' Visit our newly remodeled showroom with the latest Andersen

& Therma-Tru products
?/ We service all Andersen products

Also...
Our full service lumberyard is always there to serve you,

Drywal! • Lumber/Plywood • Molding • Hardware
Decking • Windows/Doors • insulation
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Ja few go
Charles Volker wants a

few good kids ages 8 to 18 to
help him form a new Young
Marine unit in Canton.

Volker, who has the dis-
tinction of having served in
both the Navy and then the
Marines, emphasizes that
the Young Marines are not
a recruiting tool but rather
an organization that allows
young girls and boys to get
involved in youth service.

They will be accepting
applications for the group
through.Sept. 30, Volker
said. Orientation meetings
take place at The Summit
in Canton Mondays from 5-
7:30 p.m., Sept. 14 and Sept.
21; recruit classes start Oct.
4.

The group is limited to
the first 25 applicants.

The Young Marines pro-
motes the mental, moral
and physical development
of its members. We focus on
character building, leader-
ship and a healthy, drug-
free lifestyle, Volker said.

The young people are sep-
arated into age groups and
undergo a 26-hour orienta-
tion program spread out
over several meetings.

The boot camp has the
Young Marines learning
military history, customs
and courtesies, military
rank structure, close order

seek
kids'

drill and physical fitness.
After boot camp the

Marines can learn more
skills; many kids stay in the
program until they finish
high school, Volker said.

Upon graduation the
Marines get a uniform
and boots, and can work
toward ribbon awards in
such areas as leadership,
community service, swim-
ming, academic excellence,
first aid, and drug resis-
tance education. There are
further opportunities in
National Summer Programs
of Adventure, Challenges,
Encampments and Schools.

And yes, Volker said, the
Yonng Marines will learn
the Marine motto or code:
Semper Fidelis, or Semper
Fi, Latin for always faithful.

The national Web site
for the organization is
TheYoungMarines.org.
There are no Young Marine
units in the immediate
area, the closest being in
Monroe, which is one of the
key reasons Volker wants to
start a local group.

Volker is the leader for the
group; he has been a com-
mandant in the Department
of Michigan Marine Corps
League. Volker was in the
service in World War II and
immediately after. Contact
him at (734) 981-5059.
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are invited
to an informational reception

Thursday, September 10, 2009
7:00 EM to 9:00 P.M.

The Inn at St. John's

44045 Five Mile Road
Plymouth, MI 48170-2555

Howe is listed among the top 20
boarding schools out of'260 for
affordability. (least expensive

tuition, high percentage of
students on financial aid and
student attention because of

small class sizes.)

According to
BoardingSchoolReview. com

888-462-4693

•Diverse, International enrollment
• Grades 5 -12, co-ed
e Howe is fully accredited by the State of Indiana,

NCA and ISACS.
• 100% college attendance rate for 2009 graduates
• Designated as a JEOTC honor school with distinction
9 Church affiliated
• Full competitive athletic program
•125 years of teaching students excellence in o

leadership and academics |

www.howemilitary.com g

* Landscape
Materials

•UoseOub
* One of a K;

Keifh 1. Pierce, MD
Internal Medicine

38525 Eight Mile Road >-> J'J: V /
Livonia, Ml 48152 ^^J

4-ST0REPLYER
NOW IN PROGRESS

Call for Directions!
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Heart of the matter
Veteran returns to school after bout with illness

COMMUNITY VOICE

What's the coolest thing you did this summer?
We asked this question of elementary school students on the first day of school

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The students returning to
Plymouth-Canton schools
Tuesday morning were all in
their places with bright, shiny
faces.

At Salem High School,
though, the shiniest face didn't
belong to any of the youngsters
coming back to school. The
brightest face may have been
the face of the oldest person
in the building, Associate
Principal Pat Fitzpatrick.

Fitzpatrick, who has been
at Salem since the 1970s, was
back for his 40th year after
a spring spent wondering
whether a heart condition that
sidelined him earlier this year
would allow him to come back
to work.

"I'm very happy," said
Fitzpatrick. "It's always good
to get back."

Especially when you aren't
sure you will. Fitzpatrick
found out earlier this year he
needed a heart transplant and
was forced to take a medical
leave while he consulted with
his doctors about the best
course of action.

That course of treatment for
now is medication, Fitzpatrick
said Tuesday, and he returned
to the classroom as the prin-
cipal of the district's summer
school in June.

He was welcomed back full-
time on Tuesday.

"Fitz and I go back a long
time," said deputy superinten-
dent Ken Jacobs, who joined
the district in 1968 and was
followed a few years later by
Fitzpatrick. "When I heard he
was going to be out and what
the reason was, it was very dis-
tressing.

"This has meant a lot to both
of us, and I'd hate to see some-
one go out like that," Jacobs
added. "I was certainly hopeful
he was going to be back, and
it's great to have him back."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313)222-8899
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First-grade teacher Tricia 'Mrs. J' Johnson makes sure she knows where her kids need to be for after-school
transportation.

Second-grader Katie Tenerowicz brings a gift for her new
teacher, Joy Michelsen.

Eric Novak and daughter Elizabeth arrived bright and
early for the first day of school at Gallimore Elementary,
where Elizabeth began second grade.

"We went to Myrtle Beach. We went
to amusement parks, Broadway
on the Beach and we went to the
beach."

- Samantha Hejka, 10
Canton

"We went to Great Wolfe Lodge in
Ohio, and I went go-carting."

- Matt Fenech, 10
Plymouth

"We swam to the beach from our
boat and we went tubing."

- Emily Ruhnof 6
Canton

"I had my friends, Billy and
Allie, over and played with water
bazookas."

- Jacob Willsey, 7
Canton

"Went to Peru with my husband,
Justin, took a trek through the
jungle and went to Machu Picchu."

- Jennifer Rogers,
teacher
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Expert Care Close to Home
Same or Next Day Appointments Available

Alberto Aviles, M.D.
Plastic Surgeon
5641 W. Maple Road
West Bloomfield
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 250
Novi
Phone: 248-538-3020
www.dralbertoaviles.com

Fellowship-trained hand and
reconstructive plastic surgeon
experienced in a ^vide range of surgical and microsurgical
services including: advanced techniques for breast
reconstruction and enhancement, surgical correction for hand
and wrist problems, body contouring procedures such as
abdominoplasty and liposuction and procedures to rejuvenate
and enhance facial appearance.

Robert Zaid, D.O.
Family Medicine
PrimeCare of Novi
39555 W. 10 Mile Road
Ste 302
Novi
Phone: 248-426-7200
www, pri mecareof m i. com

Passionate about developing
relationships with his patients and
values friendly, open
communication. Dr. Zaid provides complete care for the entire
family with special interest in childhood asthma, dermatology,
diabetes and osteopathic manipulation.

Rebecca Studinger,
M.D., M.S.
Plastic, Cosmetic and
Reconstructive Surgeon
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 125
Novi
3270 W. Big Beaver
Ste 415
Troy

Phone: 248-305-8400
Fellowship trained in microsurgical reconstruction and
specialty trained in lymphatic reconstruction for lymphedema.
Dr. Studinger offers the most advanced breast reconstructive
procedures and a full range of cosmetic procedures such as
tummy tucks, face lifts, brow lifts, breast augmentation, Botox
and facial fillers.

Kelly Burke, M.D.
Obstetrics & Gynecology
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 315
Novi
Phone: 248-465-4340
www.yourobgyns.com

Committed to listening to patient
concerns Dr. Burke provides the
highest quality care for women of all
generations. A background in
social work and medicine blends to provide compassionate
obstetrical and gynecological care with a special focus on
adolescent gynecology and minimally invasive surgery.

A. Damadi, M.D.
Colorectal Surgeon
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 425
Novi
22250 Providence Dr.
Ste 702
Southfield
Phone: 248-557-9650

Specialized in colonoscopy,
cancer screenings, minimally
invasive management of diverticulitis, colorectal cancer and
treatment of hemorrhoids.

Todd Frush, M.D.
Orthopaedic Surgeon
26750 Providence Pkwy
Ste 200
Novi
22250 Providence Drive
Ste 401
Southfield
Phone:248-349-7015
www.porrettacenter.com

Fellowship trained in sports
medicine and orthopaedic surgery. Coordinates care with other
physicians, physical therapists, and athletic trainers.
Specializes in arthroscopic surgery, knee replacements,
cartilage restoration, rotator cuff repair, knee ligament
reconstruction, tennis elbow and other sports related injuries.

Mubashir Sabir, M.D.
General and Bariatric Surgeon
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 460
Novi
Phone: 248-662-4272
27483 Dequindre
Ste 204 *
Madison Heights
Phone: 866-823-4458
www.stjohnweightloss.com

Madhuri Gudipaty,
M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 500
Novi
Phone: 248-662-4388
www.womensdocs.com

Fellowship trained in bariatric surgery at University Medical
Center at Princeton and performing bariatric and general
surgery since 2005, Dr. Sabir offers a full range of
surgery services to his patients. His special interest is
bariatric surgery which he offers as part of St. John
Weight Loss, a Bariatric Surgery Center of Excellence.

Dedicated
comprehensive
care including

to providing
women's health
pregnancy, child

birth, menstrual problems and menopause management with
an emphasis on wellness through annual physicals, pap
smears, breast exams, and preventive medicine.

Susan Lyons,
M.D., Ph.D.
Oncology and Hematology
47601 Grand River 2 South
Novi
Phone: 248-344-2000
22301 Foster Winter Drive
Ste 200
Southfield
Phone: 248-552-0620
www.newlandmedical.com

Dedicated to providing optimal, state of the art and
progressive care for cancer and hematologic conditions.
Combines vast research and clinical experience to provide
maximal benefit for her patients while focusing on quality of
life.
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Protect your portfolio in
changing economic times
pi abor Day has come and gone, the kids are
A back in school and, before you know it, we
i!?:: will all be waking up with morning frost on
the ground.

It is hard to believe that the first decade of
the 21st century will soon be only a memory.
Just as many people winterize their homes in

order to protect them from the
effects of a changing climate,
We also need to protect our
portfolios from the effects of a
changing economic climate.

When most investors pur-
chase an investment, they hold
on to it and then sometime in
the future decide to sell it in its

Money Matters entirety.
Typically, the investment that

Rick Bloom they sell is one that has been

this SQIIIK'C l00"^3! it is not a
good investment strategy. After all, the first
thing we learn as investors is to buy low and sell
high. That is the exact opposite of what most
investors do.

SELL WINNERS
I believe the best way to manage your portfo-

lio is to sell the winners and then turn around
and buy something that is underperforming.
After all, by selling winners you're selling high.
On the other hand, when people sell their los-
ers, they are selling low. Most investors want
to sell at the ultimate high and then buy at
the ultimate low. Obviously, if feasible, that
would be great; however, that's impossible. It is
impractical to think you can time the market.
You can't and neither can anyone else.

The strategy I recommend is rebalancing a
portfolio on a regular basis. The key to this is
to know the allocations for the various asset
classes that make up your portfolio. For exam-
ple, before you invest you should know what
percent of your portfolio is going into emerging
markets.

STRATEGY
As an example, let's say 5 percent allocation

in emerging markets and you rebalance your
portfolio every six months.

If emerging markets have increased in value
and now represent 8 percent of the portfolio,
sell 3 percent to bring the allocation back to
the 5 percent. Then, the 3 percent of the money
would get invested into something that has
gone down in value. For example, if your alloca-

tion for small cap U.S. was 10 percent and now
because of market declines it only represents
7 percent, you know where to invest the addi-
tional 3 percent.

There is more to taking care of a portfolio
than just occasionally rebalancing. Investors
also need to monitor allocations and the per-
formance of the individual investment. The key
is to judge apples to apples. For example, when
it comes to comparing the performance of an
emerging market fund, you should compare
it to other emerging market funds, not a large
company U.S. fund.

GENERAL RULE
My general rule is that once I am in a fund,

if it underperforms other funds in its same cat-
egory for a two- to three-year period, I make
a change. Just because the fund lost money
doesn't mean I'm selling it; rather, the key is
how it has T êrformed when compared to other
similar funds.

Many people mistake the buy and hold strate-
gy for a buy and ignore strategy. Portfolios need
to constantly be rebalanced and losers need to
be pruned from the portfolio.

NEW REALITY
The old days of purchasing an investment and

putting it away for 20 years just doesn't work
in today's world. We live in a dynamic, ever
changing economic climate and it's important
that investors accept the reality of the situa-
tion.

As we near the end of the year, there is no
problem with doing some tax selling. Many
people go through their portfolios and sell
investments that have lost money in order to
deduct the losses from their taxes. Although
there is nothing wrong with tax selling, the key
is properly maintaining your allocations. In
other words, if you've lost money on your small
cap U.S. growth fund and you decide to sell it
for tax purposes, the key is to turn around and
buy another small cap growth fund so that your
portfolio is still well-balanced and diversified.

Just as it's important to protect our homes
during different seasons, it is also important
to make sure that our portfolios are protected
so that they can survive the changing economic
climate. Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser. Observer &
Eccentric readers can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more information, visit Rick's
Web site at www.bloomassetmanagement.com.

Richard W. Paul, CFP of
Midwest Financial Consultants,

Invites You to Attend...

An Evening with
Ed Slott,

'America's IRA
Expert"

Presenting

The Retirement Savings Time Bomb
and How to Defuse It
Introduction to be given by

Michigan State Senator, Nancy Cassis
Don't miss your chance to see Ed Slott,
considered "the best" source for IRA advice
by The Wall Street Journal and "America's
IRA Expert" by Mutual Funds Magazine. Mr.
Slott is one of the country's foremost
experts in retirement planning and provides
the most advanced education on IRAs in an
informative yet entertaining manner.

This event is especially valuable for IRA
owners with retirement assets valued at
$250,000 or greater, but is timely for anyone
who is retired or is going to retire. You will
learn:
® How to protect your nest egg from

needless taxation
• Why you should NEVER leave money in a company plan after you retire
• How to leave what you don't spend to your heirs TAX-FREE, and more!

Richard W. Paul, CFP® and
Ed Slott, CPA

Date: September 16th, 2009
Time: Doors open at 6:00 p.m., the event begins at 6:30 p.m.

Location: Sheraton Hotel (Novi)
21111 Haggerty • Novi, Ml 48375

This presentation is FREE, but seating is limited.
Please call (800) 425-9402 to reserve your ticket today!

Richard W. Paul, CFP®, is a Registered Representative offering securities through American Portfolios
Financial Services, Inc. Member of FINRA & SPIC. Investment Advisor Securities products/services
offered through American Portfolios Advisors, Inc. a SEC Registered Investment Advisor

FINANCIAL CONSULTANTS
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Departing from Miami* Florida
November 20, 2009

Mariner of the Seas®
f-Might NtxScan ilwitra

Departing from Los Angeles* California
December 2O3 2009

'om:

JL «/

Departing from Cape Liberty, Ba^orin^ New Jersey
November 21, 2009

It
Departing from Ft. Layderdale, Florida

December 20, 2009
Prices startingjrom: Prices siartingfrom:

ttoyal Car i l ta t ItrtirnatfoisaP reserves the right to Impose $ ftel supplement OR an guests If the price of West teas Intermediate fuel exceeds $65.00 per barrel i e fee! supplement for 1st and h i pssts w M to m mm that $10
per p t s t per day, to a maximum of $140 per cruise; and for additional guests woy W be no more than $S per ptrson per day, to a maximum of $?§ per cruise,

I N T E R N A T I O N A L

BROOKSIDE
TRAVEL

1045 Novi Rd., Northville, Ml 48167
(248) 344-4747

Travel@jebrookslde.com
www.jebrookslde.com

**Up to 45% off original prices of select holiday sailings, subject to availability, Prices are stated with the discount already applied to thsm.Percenl off discount Is from the original rate at the time of deployment *PHess
are per person, cruise only, based on doufcleoccupancy and In U.S. dollars. All Itineraries and prices are subject to change without notice, Certain restrictions appiy. Government taxesarsd fees are additional. -S.2OO9
Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd Ships registry: The Bahamas, 09016022 • 09/08/2009


