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The deadline for the Plymouth
Salvation Army's Coats for Kids
program is rapidly approaching.

vide winter coats to needy chil-
dren from low-income families is
underway. The Salvation Army is
working with Pennsylvania-based
Operation Warm to provide the
coats.

They're looking for donations to
help buy the coats. A $15 donation
buys a brand-new coat for a child
kindergarten through 12th grade.
Donors can drop off their dona-
tions to the Plymouth Salvation
Army, 9451S. Main, in Plymouth.
The Salvation Army serves
Plymouth, Canton, Northville and
Belleville.

To make an appointment to
apply for a coat, stop in at the
Salvation Army or call (734) 453-
5464.
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Continuing the latest trend in

casting employees in commer-
cials, Domino's Pizza, Inc., has
cast 15 of its team members in
the latest Domino's commercial,
"Chefs vs. Accountants." Of the
15 appearing in the spot (one is
Jenny Murphy of Canton), six
team members from the compa-
ny's accounting and research &
development departments have
principal roles (see the new spot
at http://www.youtube.com/dom-
inosvids).

"This new commercial is the
latest in a string of spots featur-
ing actual Domino's employees
and store owners," said Russell
Weiner, Domino's Pizza Chief
Marketing Officer. "Ever since
our CEO Dave Brandon spoke
out about how he felt regarding a
cease and desist notice in 'Burn
the letter' and followed that up
by taking his message of The Big
Taste Bailout to Capitol Hill,
Domino's staff and franchisees
have been featured in TV spots
and on-line advertising, including
the recent franchisee feud over the
Domino's American Legends spe-
cialty pizza line."

Domino's is not alone with this
trend: Best Buy is using store
employees in its spots, FedEx
used employees' real adventures,
Microsoft featured users as well as
employees in their "I'm a PC" cam-
paign as did Ford with "Drive One"
while Intel used employees to illus-
trate what their rock stars look like
(although with the help of an actor).

In Domino's latest campaign for
Breadbowl Pasta and Chocolate
Lava Crunch Cakes, we meet
Domino's chefs (who put the
lava in the crunchy cakes) and
its accountants (whose number
crunching made the lava crunch
cakes free with the purchase of
any Domino's Breadbowl Pasta at
menu price through September
13,2009) battling it out in front of
the camera.

Board OKs ethics policy critics call 'toothless'
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A new ethics policy touted by
Canton officials as a promising start
already has come under fire from
critics who sav it lacks substance
largely by failing to establish an
independent panel to investigate
complaints and issue advisory opin-
ions.

In a sweeping decision Tuesday,
the seven-member Canton Township
Board of Trustees adopted a policy

they say is intended to promote
ethical decision-making by elected
officials, employees, appointees and
contractors. It follows a complaint
filed last year with the Secretary
of State against then-Supervisor
Tom Yack, who ultimatelv paid the
township $75 for time he spent
sending workplace, e-mails to advise
Treasurer Melissa McLaughlin, then
a candidate, on her campaign.

The first-ever local ethics policy,
recommended by township attorney
Tim Cronin, is intended to prohibit

officials and employees from using
their positions or township resources
for personal gain, campaigning dur-
ing work hours and disclosing con-
fidential information, among other
measures.

It also demands they reveal any
potential conflicts of interest and
forbids them to violate laws includ-
ing the Michigan Campaign Finance
Act.

"This is a beginning," township
Supervisor Phil LaJoy said, conced-
ing the policy still could be fine-

tuned. "Certainly we're open to doing
that."

Critics, who believe Yack was
spared potentially tougher disciplin-
ary actions because he was leaving
office, acknowledge that the policy
gives local officials authority to dis-
cipline — or even fire — employees
and others, but they say it falls far
short on sanctions against elected
leaders.

"It's very lightweight," said resident

Please see ETHICS, A3
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Going to work
The 2009 Plymouth Wildcats take the field for the opening game of the season. After a slow first half when they trailed Salem 11-3, the Wildcats took control, beating the Salem
Rocks by a final score of 25-11. Read about the game in today's sports section.

Canton starts long-awaited cell expansion
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Amid crumbling walls and roaring jack-
hammers, a long-awaited project to enlarge
the Canton Township Police Department's
prisoner cell block area has begun, mark-
ing the first major expansion in the build-
ing's 24-year history.

Despite temporary disruptions, police
officials and employees are eager for bet-
ter conditions inside a jail area where they
say overcrowding can increase the threat of
prisoner violence and injury to officers.

Deputy Police Chief Robert Kerr said the
project is expected to be completed by early
January.

The expansion will allow the jail to
accommodate 58 prisoners rather than
32 — an 81-percent increase. The project
comes as arrests spiked while the town-

ship's population soared from 58,128 to
more than 87,500 since 1985.

Canton police officers made 3,811 arrests
in 2007, more than quadruple the 931,
people they took into custody in 1985, sta-
tistics show.

"It's been more and more difficult to
accommodate the prisoners we're bring-
ing in and to ensure a safe environment for
them and the officers," Kerr said.

One weekend earlier this year, Public
Safety Director John Santomauro received
an e-mail from his staff about an over-
crowding situation that forced the depart-
ment to release some nonviolent prisoners
on personal bonds.

Police officials cite numerous reasons for
the expansion, such as:

9 Easing liability issues that can arise

Please see EXPANSION, A3

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Prisoner space will be increased by 81 percent when the long-awaited
expansion of the Canton Police Department cell block is complete.
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Woman asks for help with 74 cats
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Canton woman who has
turned over 74 cats and kittens
to the Humane Society of Huron
Valley also hoarded 50 others
that died five years ago when
her earlier house caught fire,
authorities said Friday.

"There's an extreme amount
of animal cruelty in hoarding
animals, and there should be
punishment for that," said Tanya
Hilgendorf, executive director of
the Ann Arbor-based Humane
Society of Huron Valley.

The 58-year-old postal carrier
last week sought help for 74 cats
and kittens in her Carlisle Court
home, near Warren and Morton
Taylor roads, and she could poten-
tially face misdemeanor charges
of animal neglect, Canton police
Sgt. Mark Gajeski said.

Unlike recent revelations
about a Dearborn man who
had 150 dead and 100 living
Chihuahuas, the Canton woman
had only living cats and kittens
when she called the humane
society, authorities said.

Humane society officials con-
tacted investigators who went
to the woman's house, "took two
steps inside and were unable to
remain in the home due to the
odor," Gajeski said.

"Most are in decent health,"
Hilgendorf said, "although they
came from very unsanitary con-
ditions. Some are being moni-
tored for their ability to use a
litter box. I think they were basi-
cally using the floor."

Many of the animals are in
foster care, but some are on the
humane society adoption floor,
she said. Some are being evalu-
ated and rehabilitated, and some

kittens are waiting to be spayed or
neutered and readied for adoption.
A few already have found homes.

Although the woman kept
her cats fed, they lived in what
Hilgendorf described as deplor-
able conditions. She also said
animals aren't used to interact-
ing with humans when they are s

hoarded, and they are fearful
and not well-socialized.

Hilgendorf said the Humane
Society of Huron Valley has
10,000 animals a year come
through its doors. She said people
seeking pets can find good deals,
such as Fridays when the shelter
adopts out adult cats for free.

For more information, stop
by the humane society, 31000
Cherry Hill Road, Ann Arbor,
log on to www.hshv.org or call
(734) 662-5585.
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Chiropractic Spinal
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"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

First Fri
The'Canton Chamber of

Commerce still has openings
available for the September
First Friday Club.

It meets 8:30 a.m. Friday,
Sept. 4, at the Chamber office,
45525 Hanford, in Canton.

Anyone who would like to
attend, or for more informa-
tion, call (734) 453-4040.

St. Michael school
Registrations are being

accepted at St. Michael
Christian School in Canton for
the 2009-2010 school year.

There are openings in 3- and
4-year-old preschool classes,
as well as young fives and
kindergarten. Their academic
program is taught by qualified
and credentialed teachers and
they support the development
of the whole child in a small
class size setting.

The school is located at
7000 Sheldon Road inside of
St. Michael Lutheran Church.
For more information, call
(734) 459-9720.

Scrapbooking fund-raiser
The Salvation Army of

Plymouth and Creative
Memories consultant Cassie
Hull are teaming up to host
an all-day Scrapbooking event
to help raise funds for the
Salvation Army's Coats for
Kids program.

Those interested in scrap-
booking can join us for
the Sept. 26 event, called
Croptoberfest, from 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. at a cost of $35, which
includes 12 hours of scrap-
booking, meals, and a goodie
bag. There is also a half-day
option of six hours for $20.

For more information, or
to register, contact Cassie at
the Salvation Army at (734)
453-5464, or by e-mail at
cassiekh@gmail.com. Those
unable to attend can still help
the Coats for Kids program by
donating $15 to help purchase

a coat for a child in need. The
Salvation Army is located at
9451S. Main St. in Plymouth.

Canton newcomers
Interested in meeting your

neighbors and getting involved
with various interest groups?
If so, the next monthly adult
general meeting of Canton
Newcomers will be held 7:15
p.m. Sept. 2, at the Sunflower
Clubhouse (45800 Hanford,
west of Canton Center).

The evening will include
Dianne Cojei, president of the
Canton Chamber of Commerce,
as well as time for socializing,
neighbor introductions, sign-
ups for our over 20 interest
group activities (Playgroups,
Bunco, Scrapbooking, Book
Club, Men's Poker Night,
Couples Social and more), and
a raffle to benefit a local non-
profit in need.

For more information, or to
receive a complimentary copy
of our newsletter, please visit
www.cantonnewcomers.org or
call Melanie at (734) 207-3341.

Health screening
Meijer Pharmacy, located on

Ford Road at Canton Center,
will be holding their monthly
health screening clinic 8 a.m.
to noon Thursday, Sept. 3.

Cholesterol, diabetes, and
liver function screening are
available at a very afford-
able cost. Appointments are
required; please contact the
pharmacy for details at (734)
844-2733.

Bike raffle
Starting Aug. 31, Buffalo

Wild Wings customers - includ-
ing those at the Canton location
- can enter a raffle for a chance
to win a one-of-a-kind Great
American Chopper Pro-Street,
valued at $26,000, and support
a great cause at the same time.

Patrons can purchase raffle
tickets for $10 each from
their server, and all proceeds
benefit Children's Leukemia
Foundation of Michigan, a
statewide agency whose mis-
sion is to help families cope
with leukemia, lymphoma,
and related blood disorders.
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Attention Summit

Members: Don't Miss 3

Workout while the

Summit is Closed (August

31 s t - September 5?h),

plan ahead! Try «s FREE

for a Week. Join before

or on your 7th Day and

receive FREE Enrollment?

Offer aiso available for

non-Summit members.

Canton Twp*
4011 S. Canton Center Rd.

734-398-7627

Some restrictions may apply.
Call us for more details.
©2009 Snap Fitness, Inc.
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Brett Moore of Plymouth as Oliver, Robert Doyie of Romulus as Mr. Bumble and Leigh Paige Cooley of Taylor as
Widow Corney will be among the Spotlight Players who take the stage for their production of 'Oliver!' next month
at the Village Theater of Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill in Canton. Performances take place: 8 p.m. Sept. 18; 2 and
8 p.m. Sept. 19; 2 p.m. Sept. 20; 8 p.m. Sept. 25; 2 and 8 p.m. Sept. 26; 2 p.m. Sept. 27. Cost is $16 to $18, senior,
student and group discounts available. Call (734) 394-5300 or (734) 394-5460 or go on-line to www.canton-mi.org/
viilagetheater to purchase tickets.

"Buffalo Wild Wings has
really stepped up to the plate
to host an amazing fund-raiser
to benefit Children's Leukemia
Foundation of Michigan," said
the foundation's President &
CEO William Seklar. "The
money raised will help us
develop more robust programs
and continue to provide for the
families we serve."

The grand prize raffle draw-
ing will take place 5 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 7, at Buffalo
Wild Wings, 1873 E. Big
Beaver Road, Troy.

MomZMom sale
The Mothers of Preschoolers

at Connection Church in Canton
host a Mom2Mom sale 8:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 12,
at the church, located at 3855
Sheldon (west of 1-275, north of
Michigan Ave.) in Canton.

Admission is $1.
For more information, e-

mail CCMopsMom@gmail.
com or call (734) 334-0486.

Junior Miss

Plymouth-Canton Junior
Miss is looking for contestants
to participate in this years
program, which takes place
Friday, Nov. 20 at the Cherry
Hill Village Theater in Canton.
Senior girls who will gradu-
ate from high school in 2010,
reside in Plymouth or Canton
and are interested in partici-
pating should go to the www.
ajm.org Web site and register

* as a contestant.
The program is for senior

girls who reside in Plymouth
or Canton, no matter which
high school they attend.

Questions should be direct-
ed to Marissa at pcjrmiss@
yahoo.com. Officials are also
still looking for volunteers who
would be interested in helping
with the program.

Church crafts
Connection Church (pre-

viously Tri-City Christian

When you leave home, your pet doesn't have to

Insured, Bonded, Pet Tech Certified
- References Available

Pet Sitting, Dog Training, Dog Walking

10% Discount for Haw Clients

Monthly Specials
Servicing Plymouth, Northville, Canton,

Livonia and Ann Arbor

, A

e-mail: tail-wag@msn.com
Website: www. piatinumpetservice.com

Center) is currently accepting
applications for its annual
Holiday Craft Fair 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Dec. 5.

Connection Church is locat-
ed at 3855 Sheldon in Canton,
north of Michigan Ave.

For more information con-
tact Katy Reitz, (734) 693-
5656 or katyreitz@mac.com

Sweetest Day dance
PLAV Post #166 and VFW

Post #6695 will co-host a
Sweetest Day Dance 8 p.m. to
midnight Saturday, Oct. 17, at
the VFW Post located at 1436
Mill in Plymouth.

Tickets, which are tax
deductible, are $10 each
and are available at the
VFW lounge/club room.
Entertainment will be pro-
vided by Benny Spear, of Benny
and the Jets (specializing in
'50s and '60s music) along with
Greg Jaqua (an Elvis imperson-
ator). There will be door prizes
offered throughout the evening
along with a cash bar.

For more information, call
(734)459-6700.

Crafters wanted
The Plymouth-Canton

Music Boosters (PCMB) is

hosting its Annual Holiday
Arts and Crafts Ensemble on
Saturday, Nov.'21. Exhibitors
who hand-craft their own
items are invited to submit an
application to exhibit at the
fund-raising event to be held
at Plymouth High School in
Canton. The juried art event
is produced twice each year
by the PCMB to help support
the band and color guard
programs at the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park.

Artists and crafters who
are interested in applying for
consideration to exhibit should
visit www.pcmb.net/artcraft to
download an application and
submit with photos by June
26 for the first wave of jury-
ing. For more details, contact
exhibit coordinator Carol Rosati
at (734) 455-0714. Only 100
exhibitors will be permitted
to exhibit at this artistic event.
Over the last four years, over
7,000 attendees have visited the
PCMB Arts & Craft Ensembles.

Plymouth High School is
located at 8400 Beck Road in
Canton, Mich. The Holiday
Arts & Craft Ensemble will be
held from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.
on Nov. 21. In addition to over
100 exhibits, there will be
food, a raffle, and entertain-
ment by local musicians and
artists throughout the day.
Admittance is $2.

Senior Fest picnic
The annual Senior Fest

Picnic will once again be held
at Waterford Bend Park on
Wednesday, Sept. 9 from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Tickets can be
purchased at the PCCA Office,
201 Main Street, ticket prices
are $7 for PCCA Members and
$9 for guests. Lots of prizes,
raffles, chicken lunch and
entertainment.

Tables are $50. Interested
vendors should call Bobbie at
(734) 453-1234, Ext. 236.

Hospice volunteers
Compassionate Care

Hospice is a community-based
organization committed to
providing excellent hospice
care for patients and their
families. The group is current-
ly seeking caring and dedicat-
ed individuals to provide sup-
port by being a friendly visitor
to patients in the Western
Wayne County area. Training
is provided.

For more information,
contact Ann Christensen,
Volunteer Coordinator, toll-
free (888) 983-9050 or e-mail
at achristensen@cchnet.net.

8 A photo on the front page of the Thursday, Aug. 20, Observer
sports section should have identified a player as Travis Smith of
the Canton Oaks club soccer team. Smith now is a member of the
Adrian College soccer team. The published caption was based on
inaccurate information from an archived photograph.

• Thursday's sports section included a story on page B2 which
should have identified Jeff Neschich as the Plymouth varsity boys
soccer coach and Dan Adsit as goalkeeper for the Salem Rocks.
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EXPANSION
FROM PAGE A1

when too many prisoners,
including those who may be
violent or sick, are housed in
close quarters.

• Reducing overcrowding
conditions that can fuel pris-
oner tempers and place offi-
cers at greater risk of danger
from confrontations.

8 Providing space for new
technologies, such as video-
based arraignments, that have
emerged since the jail was
built.

8 Enlarging an area where offi-
cers bring in new prisoners for
mug shots and fingerprinting.

8 Enhancing the security
camera system so employees
can keep a close watch on
inmates.

The building itself isn't being
enlarged. Rather, the proj-
ect is being accomplished by
knocking down internal walls,

expanding into an empty,
adjacent office area and incor-
porating some of the depart-
ment's garage space.

Workers are completing
the job in phases, allowing
police officials to shift prison-
ers among cell block areas to
accommodate the project.

The expansion isn't intended
to boost prisoner comfort,
Kerr said. In fact, steel bunks
equipped with mattresses are
being replaced by concrete
benches only — hardly a more
welcome spot for law-breakers.

Work inside the jail, located
on Canton Center Road south
of Cherry Hill, is being done
by Novi-based Evangelista
Corp. for $412,800, with an
additional $75,000 set aside
for unexpected expenses that
may arise.

That's far less than early
architectural estimates that
topped $2 million.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Greece festival
The fifth annual "Taste of

Greece Festival" on its way to
the Nativity of the Virgin Mary
Greek Orthodox Church.

The festival takes place Sept.
11-13 on the grounds of the
church, located at 39851W. Five
Mile Road in Plymouth. The fes-
tival will once again awaken the

senses of sight, sound and taste
of Greece, with exhibits of tradi-
tional Greek music, dancing, food
and culture for all of Southeast
Michigan to experience and enjoy.

This year's event features the
Greek comedian Basile, in his
first visit to Michigan in 2009.

For more information, e-
mail secretarynv@sbcglobal.
net or call (734) 420-0131.

PASE A1

Anne Marie Graham-Hudak,
who has pushed for a policy
— similar to those in commu-
nities such as Livonia, Detroit
and Ypsilanti — that creates
an ethics committee to field
complaints. "That's where you
get teeth in ethics policies."

Graham-Hudak and other
critics say an ethics panel,
with members nominated
by an outside organization
such as the League of Women
Voters, should be appointed by
township officials and empow-
ered to recommend sanctions,
including financial penal-
ties and — in dire situations
— suggestions to resign.

Graham-Hudak conceded
the process could mean the
township board would be
faced with seeking penalties
against one of its own, but she
said public scrutiny would be
an impetus for the board to
take appropriate action.

. Cronin, however, advised the
board it would be "ill-advised"
to appoint an ethics commit-
tee, especially one so far-reach-
ing in scope. He said Michigan
statutes already empower the
Michigan State Police, county
prosecuting offices and other

agencies to conduct indepen-
dent investigations into alleged
wrongdoing.

Cronin said laws already
define violations, such as
criminal activity and neglect
of duties, that can lead to
elected leaders being removed
from office. The new eth-
ics policy contains a clause
requiring the township's
Public Safety Department to
refer allegations of criminal
conduct by elected officials to
an appropriate outside agency.

Further, Cronin said recom-
mendations by an ethics panel
for financial penalties against
elected officials would under-
mine voters who choose lead-
ers for positions with estab-
lished pay levels.

Frank Houston, executive
director of the watchdog group
Common Cause Michigan,
said state-level reforms are
sorely needed on ethics issues,
and the organization supports
a uniform policy in communi-
ties across the state. He said
one clause in the township's
policy — one that states "an
elected official's salary can-
not be reduced" during a
term of office, under state law
— amounts to "the biggest slap
in the face that I can imagine
for local residents."

Meanwhile, Cronin didn't

name Yack specifically, but
he said the new ethics policy
clearly states that local offi-
cials and others cannot use
township equipment, such
as computers, for politi-
cal campaigns. Even before
Tuesday's vote, he said such
matters could be reported to
the state — which is what Rich
Robinson, executive director
of the Michigan Campaign
Finance Network, did last
year. Robinson contacted the
Secretary of State's Bureau of
Legal and Regulatory Services
after a local group, Watchdog
Canton, obtained Yack's e-
mails by filing a Freedom of
Information Act request.

Said Cronin: "I think the
process actually worked the .
way it was designed to work."

But Graham-Hudak said
state laws "didn't stop" what
happened during the town-
ship's last election season and
merely resulted in Yack pay-
ing $75 for the time he said
he spent sending out political
e-mails.

"The outstanding question,"
Robinson said, "is does this
whole thing send a message to

those who may consider violat-
ing the law?"

Robinson said there are many
instances in municipalities and
school districts across Michigan
in which public resources are
used for political campaigns in
violation of state law. He called
enforcement "weak" and said
"we are deficient on the state
level on transparency and elec-
tion ethics."

LaJoy, meanwhile, said
the new ethics policy was
developed with input from
local officials, employees and
citizens. He acknowledged it's
not perfect and still could be
revised. Still, he and others
said the policy, coupled with
other township codes and
ordinances, can only benefit
the township.

Township Trustee S'yed Taj
agreed. "It's a step in the right
direction," he said.

Local officials pledged to
circulate the ethics policy to
all township board members,
commission members, commit-
tee members, public officers,
employees and volunteers.

dclem@hometownlife.com (313) 222-2238

Ladywood High School

A Girls Catholic
College Prep School

Catholic enveloped traditions

Brand new Chapel, Mother

Mary Angela Garden, State-of-

the Art Chemistry and Physics

lab, prep room and classroom.

AP Classes, Comprehensive

College Prep Program, Plus 12

on-line AP courses.

Internet access in three

Computer Labs, Media Center

and classrooms

Founded in 1950 by the Felician Sisters

99% College Acceptance;

College Credit available

through Madonna University -

Grades 10-12

Fine Arts: Concert Orchestra,

Chorus, Drama, Airbrush,

Portfolio,

Acrylics/Watercolor, etc.

Extensive Athletic Program

Exterior Student Activity

Complex

14680 Newburgh Road
Livonia* MI* (734) 591-1544

www.ladywood.org

Fool Closing

Jones Pool Service
can winterize your swimming pool

$.
Any $\m residential pool 2O'x4Q' or smaller
and mill include Ihe following:
• drain and/or level
• clean pool as needed starting at
• winterize pool liner & equipment

• set cover ond water bags A d d i t i o n a l C h a r g e f o r E x c e s s D e b r i s

1st Time Customers

275
All pool closings scheduled

[_POOL CLOSING}
We Gany a Full tine of Chemicals

E i i f e a

savings of $25

(734) 379-5791
I A M M G M E D « OFEK&iEDsiQR OVER 25 YEARS

• Mty:-ystti.*

'$•"$4: Playhouses, Sand & Water
Tables, Climbers, Play Kitchens,

Ride On Toys And More!
3Spital.com become our fan on facebook!

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop
' W. 12 Mite, Berkley 248-543-3115 Mon-Sat 10-5:30 Thu 10-8:30

Kitchen Organization • Fundraising
Bridal Showers • Healthy & Gourmet Cooking Classes

^ • Now Hiring!
l l f Call Colleen-734.891.0875 . |
| l f www.my2.tupperware.com/gaila s

Whether it's a short- or long-term CD, you're
maximizing your returns with these high-yield rates. If you're saving with

Citizens Bank, you already have made a wise decision.

. :St«.: 'srfiiii \»iili rtliis'i liners i'.r >)><:• i
f iioiictoys. Offer expire? 9;J{№>' 1 i f\«l№Nlt«liib\!..Ofu" espMi's'KSW?

Sometimes a person's ability to remain safe
and comfortable at home can be compromised.
Choosing to allow someone into your home is a
big step.

At Smart ' -, our goal is to make the
transition as easy as possible. The friendly staff
at StlVdVt are here to assist you through the
process.

Some of the services we offer include:

they live alone/ Lonesome
Are ihe} forgetting" to take

medications/

ability 10 drne?
Living? with Dementia •' Al/heimer'
Has the person fallen lately?
H'ei'overing't'rotn .-? vevetii surgery.
broken bone, stroke ot* other illne?
Is the family stressed, ovei'-
%vhelmed, i«id exhausted frying
t-o neip rare tor tneir !tn*ect MIC;
Oo they want to remain in (Heir
home versus s-:ii assisted 1I\ ing*
t'aeilitv or ttxirsinij

edication set-up & reminders
Assist with Walking',
Light housekeeping'; Laimdr>
Errands * Ih\ Appointment*
Mva\ planning & prep ; Shoppin
Transportation ; Outings
B21.iM.rtg • Showering"
Dressing



A4 (CP) Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, August 30,2009 online at hometownlife.com

New charter school opens with 560 students and a plan for more
BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When National Heritage
Academies was building
its first charter school in
Canton nine years ago,
officials tabbed Claudia
Williamson to be the
school's first teacher.

So it seemed natural that
when NHA wanted to open
its second school this year,
they'd turn to a familiar
face. That's why Williamson
was the one welcoming
visitors, students and par-
ents to Achieve Academy's
grand-opening ceremony
Tuesday.

The K-6 school opens its
doors next week, with the
veteran Williamson at the
helm. And she's happy to be
there.

"There was a great need
in this community," for
a second charter school,
Williamson said. "I have a
lot invested in this commu-
nity."

Achieve Academy opens
with 560 students in grades
kindergarten through sixth,
a change Williamson asked
NHA officials to make from
normal company policy of
stopping at the fifth grade.

The school draws from
more than a dozen south-
east Michigan school
districts, among them
Plymouth-Canton (from
which it draws by far its
biggest contingent at 280
students), Van Buren,
South Redford, Livonia,
Farmington, Wayne-
Westland and Garden City.

The school not only opens
Sept. 8 at capacity (plans
are to eventually expand to
a K-8 school serving more
than 700 students), but
there's a waiting list of more
than 9OO kids now.

"We have an educational
program parents want,"
Williamson said. "With the
rigor of our academic pro-

Principal Claudia Williamson and some of her first-grade students cut the ribbon at Achieve Academy, the new
charter school on Denton in Canton.

gram, parent involvement
and moral development... I
think we have a great prod-
uct."

Achieve Academy opens in
a 45,000-square-foot facil-
ity on Denton, construction
of which started in April.
The building features indi-
vidual art and music class-
rooms, a comprehensive
media center, gym and a
designated parent area.

The school employs 30
teachers and will have a 25-
1 student-teacher ratio in
kindergarten classes, 27-1
in grades 1-6.

The curriculum, accord-
ing to school officials,
centers around challenging
academics, a strong moral
focus and a commitment to
parental partnership along
with student responsibility.

"We have a great oppor-
tunity to have a dramatic
impact and create great cit-

Achieve Academy Principal Claudia Williamson accepts the ceremonial shovel
from Joe Sprys of Bouma Construction, the company that built the 45,000-
square-foot facility on Denton in Canton Township.

FROM WENCE THEY CAME
Achieve Academy draws students
from 17 southeast Michigan
school districts, including these
from the Observer readership
area:
District No. of students

Achieve Academy first-graders lead the crowd in song at the school's
ribbon-cutting ceremony Tuesday.

Farmington
Garden City
Livonia
Plymouth-Canton
South Redford
Van Buren
Wayne-Westiand

1
• 5

2
280

2
94
83

izens," said NHA CEO Jeff
Clark. "Parents tell me they
really appreciate our high
academic standards. Our
teachers embrace student

accountability for learning.
We really focus on character
traits that are going to cre-
ate great people."

Aliyah Patni of Canton

had her daughter, Zahra, in
an NHA school in Ypsilanti
last year and is excited
by the chance to have her
attend Achieve this year.

"I love the moral focus

part of NHA," Patni said.
"They have a lot of parent
involvement, and I like the
approach they use. I like the
teachers ... they challenge
their students."

Canton Township
Supervisor Phil LaJoy said
Achieve Academy (and
Canton Charter Academy)
don't take away from edu-
cational opportunities in
an area that has an 18,000-
student public school dis-
trict (Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools).
Instead, he said, it adds to
the quality.

"It's about community,
it's about education, and we
do that better than anyone
else," LaJoy said. "It's about
the kids."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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