
The Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers*

Volume 35
Number 18

75 CENTS online at hometownlifexom

CONNECTION

The Plymouth Salvation
Army, which has programs to
help low-income and needy
npnnlp witK rprstai nssistanrp

utility bills, food and more, now
has a way to reach out to those

'who've recently lost their jobs.
"Faith Stimulus Grants"

are grants intended to help
the newly unemployed. Using
matching funds from the
Plymouth Community United
Way, the Plymouth Salvation
Army (which covers Canton,
Plymouth, Northville and
Belleville) may be able to assist
with rent, utilities, medical care
and food (spiritual counseling
and volunteer opportunities are
also available).

To provide the assistance,
Salvation Army staffers must be
able to verify applicants' end-
date of work. Proof can come in
the form of a letter of separa-
tion or proof of unemployment
from the state.

Laurie Aren, the Plymouth
Salvation Army's director
of Family and Community
Ministries, said she. under-
stands the reluctance to ask for
help.

"We know that reaching out is
hard," Aren said. "We know you
have been our donors and now
may be in need. We want to help
you, as you have helped us so
faithfully in the past."

Faith Stimulus Grant funds
expire Sept. 30. For more
information call the Plymouth
Salvation Army, (734) 453-
5464.

Parents wanting to pay on-line
for everything from athletic pay-
to-play fees to meals are now
able to do so after Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools offi-
cials went on-line this week with
a PaySchools option.

On-line payments for high
school and middle school athlet-
ic fees and cafeteria accounts are
now available, with plans to add
to elementary school cafeteria
accounts and other fees coming
in the near future, according to
James Larson-Shidler, the dis-
trict's assistant superintendent
for business services.

Benefits of the program
include 24/7 access on-line, the
ability to view account history
and the assurance of private and
secure transmissions. The dis-
trict, for example, does not see
any banking or credit card infor-
mation, Larson-Shidler pointed
out.

The link includes frequently
asked questions and easy-to-fol-
low instructions on how to get
started.

Once it's up and running, the
on-line payment option can be
linked on the district's Web site
at www.pccs.kI2.mi.us.
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Barbara Gondick of Canton brought Abbie, a Jack Russell terrier, to the first Pawsjn the Park event in Heritage
Park Saturday.

Paw print
imal event raises awareness, money

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Jessica Durkin of Plymouth boils the issue of
whether Canton should have a park dedicated
to dogs down to one simple question:

"Kids have parks, why shouldn't dogs?"
The philosophy was the primary reason

Durkin was in Canton's Heritage Park Sunday
with her husband, Terry, their boxer, Apollo,
and their pug, Owen, to support the first Paws

in the Park fund-raiser.
More on Paws The event was designed
in the Park, A6. to raise money both for the

~~~ ~ Humane Society of Huron Valley
and Canton's effort to establish a three-acre
dog park adjacent to the Bartlett-Travis prop-
erty on Ridge.

The Durkins, who frequently walk their dogs
in Plymouth and wouldn't mind seeing their
own community establish a dog park, are fully
supportive of the idea in Canton.

"I think it's a good idea," Jessica Durkin said.
"Dogs should have a place to be social and play."

All the events provided volunteers for one of the
beneficiaries of the event — the Humane Society
of Huron Valley — a chance to educate the public
about their own existence (many people, they say,
don't know HSH V is the place for animal issues
in Plymouth and Canton, not to mention all of
Washtenaw County), microchip identification
and to adopt out pets to good homes.

Over the course of the weekend, 20 animals
found new homes. Midwest Small Dog Rescue
had nine small dogs adopted, while HSHV
adopted out six dogs and five kittens. Just as
importantly, HSHV volunteers did outreach
work to educate the public.

"A lot of people don't know HSHV is the ser-
vice area for Canton," said Deb Kern, HSHVs
marketing director. "It was so important for us
to do this outreach."

Scout, a border collie, competes in the air dog
competition at Saturday's Paws in the Park event.

Kern estimated 35 percent of the animals
coming in to HSHV don't make it back to their
owners, and attributes it largely to the lack of
knowledge about HSHVs purpose.

"We put them up for adoption," Kern said of
stray animals. "But they were someone's pets."

Robin Liberatore of Canton hopes the event
helps and the dog pafk becomes a reality.

"Canton always has nice events, and this was
great," said Liberatore, at the event with daugh-
ters Reagan and Sarah, who are all in favor of
the dog park. "It'll be nice for the dogs to have a
place to go."

O'Brien said the event could never have suc-
ceeded without the help of Canton officials and
dozens of volunteers. "We couldn't have done
it without them," she said — and pointed out
that, if nothing else, the event provided a social
opportunity and a chance to raise awareness.

"What we noticed was for a lot of the people
their animals are their 'kids,'" O'Brien said. "So
this was a chance to come out and have a day
with their 'kids.'"

'Express'
with 30

BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A new commuter bus line between Canton and
Ann Arbor rolled into service Monday, drawing
about 30 passengers as transportation officials scru-
tinize ways to build ridership.

"It's about what we expected," said Neil Greenberg,
the Ann Arbor Transportation Authority's service
development and communications coordinator.

Canton resident Julie Vanderhoff, a teacher at
Thurston Elementary School in Ann Arbor, caught a
morning ride in Independence Park on Denton Road
south of Cherry Hill, then returned on an afternoon
bus with passengers who otherwise would have
driven separately.

"I was setting up my classroom," she said after she
got off bus.

When asked to describe her trip, Vanderhoff said,
"It was wonderful. It's comfortable, and it's good for
the environment. That's why I'm doing it."

Vanderhoff brought a friend's son, 8-year-old
Bennett Barker, back from Ann Arbor so he could
visit her 9-year-old son Calvin, who was waiting in
Independence Park along with Vanderhoff's mother,
Gladys Lock.

The new service, dubbed Canton Express, leaves
the park at 6:05 a.m. and 7:17 a.m. Monday through
Friday and returns passengers to the same spot
at 4:16 p.m. and 5:49 p.m., with multiple stops in
between. It's intended for riders from Canton and
neighboring communities who work, shop or have
other business in Ann Arbor.

The 55-seat buses make stops at the Cherry
Hill-Ridge Road intersection in Canton's Cherry
Hill Village, not far from business owner Michael
Provenzano's Le Cocoa Bean Chocolatier & Coffee
House. He said some riders stopped in Monday
morning before catching the bus.

"It gives good exposure to our Village," Provenzano
said.

The buses make numerous stops at the University
of Michigan Medical Center, U-M's campus and
downtown Ann Arbor. Greenberg has said more
than 3,000 Canton residents work for U-M, and
another 1,000 or so are employed elsewhere in the
city.

Canton Express can help commuters save fuel
costs and mileage on their own vehicles and avoid
Ann Arbor parking fees. The service is offered free
for the first two weeks. Afterward, it will cost $125
a month for a full-time commuter pass, with some
employers paying half the tab; $40 for 10 rides with-
in a year; or $5 for a single, one-way trip.

Please see EMPRESS, hi
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First-day bus riders disembark the Canton Express at
Independence Park in Canton.
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BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When Plymouth-Canton Community Schools
administrators issued layoff notices in April, as
required by the teachers union contract, they
were expecting to lose some 200 students to
Canton charter schools, so 50 teachers were
issued pink slips.

After a summer where many fewer students left
for charter schools and enrollment didn't drop the
way they thought it might, officials have brought
all 50 of them back.

"(Enrollment) is still a moving target, and there
are positions to be filled," Ray Bihun, the district's
assistant superintendent for human resources,
told Board of Education members at their meet-
ing Tuesday. "That's why we're able to bring all
these teachers back."

When administrators looked at enrollment
figures toward the end of last school year, it
appeared Plymouth-Canton was down more than
480 students from their Fall 2008 student count.

But when they went back to the figures ear-
lier this month, turns out the district as a whole

is actually up some 30 students. Enrollment is
down at both the elementary (69) and middle
school (49) levels, but is up at the high school
park (149).

In a memo to board members, Bihun said a
"steep decline" in enrollment in the March/June
numbers, the district reduced staffing by 8.5
teachers at that level. Since then, enrollment has
climbed, classrooms were added back at Bentley,
Farrand, Dodson, Hulsing, Isbister and Workman
elementaries, necessitating the return of 6.5 full-
time equivalents.

While middle school numbers didn't change,
enrollment at the high schools - up 149 students -
allowed the district to bring back six teachers.

Figures provided by Bihun show the district
expects to have 18,844 students, up 31 from the
September 2008 head count. Current numbers
(which will certainly change by the Sept. 8 open-
ing of school) show 8,335 students in 16 elementa-
ry schools, 4,306 middle schooleys in five schools
and 6,203 at the district's three high schools.

"I'm very optimistic," Bihun told the board.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com [ (313) 222-8899
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For more information about
the service, log on to www.
a2express.org and click on
Canton Express, or call (734)
996-0400.

"We've had requests from
Canton for this for a long
time," said Mary Stasiak,
AATA manager of commu-
nity relations, standing in
Independence Park just before
the first return bus arrived
precisely on schedule.

A similar service already is
in place with Chelsea.

AATA officials acknowl-
edged the bus lines won't
accommodate all work sched-
ules, and they said it's possible
they could tweak or add new
departing and arrival times
depending on how successful
the service becomes.

"It's really meant to serve
individuals who have a pretty
consistent work schedule,"

Vanderhoff estimated she
will use Canton Express a
couple of days a week, saying
she would use it more if the
ride home fit her schedule a
little better.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Julie Vanderhoff was the first rider off the Ann Arbor-to-Canton commuter bus.

Township officials have
agreed to provide as many
as 100 r>arkin<r spaces at
Independence Park for com-
muters .

asking homeowners associa-
tions to include information
in newsletters. He said AATA
officials didn't expect packed
buses on the first day, yet they

Meanwhile, Greenberg said are hopeful the service will
Canton Express organizers become more popular,
will continue to seek ways to
increase ridership, possibly by dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Wayne County, IT firm open
Plymouth Township tech center

BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

It's appropriate that football season has
started, because Wayne County and Plymouth
Township officials apparently made a game-
saving tackle that kept alive a partnership with
technology expert Secure-24 both sides say
should be mutually lucrative.

The county and Secure-24, which provides
IT security products and systems, along with
Plymouth Township and various government
officials, cut the ribbon Tuesday on the $5
million, 18,000-square-foot Wayne County
Technology Resource Center on Helm Court in
Plymouth Township. Among the guests were
Plymouth Township Treasurer Ron Edwards
and Wayne County Commissioners Laura Cox,
R-Livonia, whose district includes Plymouth,
and Joan Gebhardt, D-Livonia, whose district
includes Westland and part of Livonia.

The facility was designed to "offer and deliver
critical IT services" to all 43 communities in
Wayne County, as well as "creating capacity
for private business IT services," according to
Secure-24 vice president of sales Matt Wenzler.
The center provides communities Information
Technology infrastructure and disaster recov-
ery services.

"Michigan doesn't have the kind of inclement
weather issues that would cause us problems,"
said Wenzler, who pointed out Michigan is one
of three states never to have a federally declared
natural disaster. "They're using it as an eco-
nomic incentive for out-of-state business to
come here."

It was almost built to attract business to
northern Ohio, which is where Secure-24
management had actually decided to build the
center before Wayne County Executive Robert
Ficano and Plymouth Township officials made
them an offer they decided not to refuse, a deal
that included tax incentives that drew the firm
back into the state.

JAMES WALLACE

Matt Wenzler of Secure-24, Tahir Kazmi of Wayne County,
Plymouth Township Treasurer Ron Edwards, Wayne County
Executive Robert Ficano and Wayne County Commissioners
Laura Cox and Joan Gebhardt cut the ribbon on the new
technology center in Plymouth Township.

"We were going to leave until we were arm-
wrestled to the ground by Wayne County
and Plymouth Township/' Wenzler said. "We
were headed to Ohio, but Wayne County and
Plymouth Township enticed us to stay here."

Both sides are calling the deal "a unique pri-
vate/public partnership" that will reduce costs
and create capacity for IT services for both gov-
ernment and private enterprise.

"It's the wave of the future," said Ficano, who
said the deal would save the county some $2
million per year. "In the past, government did
its own IT work, and we couldn't keep up with
the private sector. This shows we have the abil-
ity to think out of the box, and it shows govern-
ment can function with a private entity."

Secure-24 invested an initial $5 million to
build the facility and expects its total invest-
ment to exceed $10 million over the next several
years. The facility, officials said, brings 40-50
jobs to the township now, but Secure-24 offi-
cials say the facility will generate more than
250 jobs in the county.
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CORRECTION
In the story, "Bond

work on target as schools
get remodeled," about
Plymouth-Canton school
construction projects in the
Aug. 23 Canton Observer,
the quote from Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools
Deputy Superintendent
Ken Jacobs, speaking about
work being done on the E.J.
McClendon Educational
Center on Harvey, should
have read, "This was always
part of the plan from the
start . . . This was a need, not
a want."

©ALL US to learn more about Fresenius

Medical Care Sheldon Comers. Schedule

a tour of our spacious, friendly facility with

heated massage chairs, cable TV, and ample

parking. CXir experienced and courteous

staff will be glad to answer your questions

and fully explain all the dialysis treatment

options and; flexible scheduling available

Learn about the latest treatment

technologies available to the Canton

dialysis community including;

* Ffesenius Dialysis Machines

* Single-use Dialpers

* High-flux. Dtalyzets

Adequacy Monitor!
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"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrichdhometownlife.
com

Health screening
Meijer Pharmacy, located on

Ford Road at Canton Center,
will be holding their monthly
health screening clinic 8 a.m.
to noon Thursday, Sept. 3.

Cholesterol, diabetes, and
liver function screening are
available at a very afford-
able cost. Appointments are
required; please contact the
pharmacy for details at (734)
844-2733.

Village Faire
Step back in time and

enjoy the Village Faire noon
to 4 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 30 at
the Preservation Park, for-
merly known as the site of the
Bartlett-Travis House, located
at 500 N. Ridge.

Enjoy a simpler time and
pay tribute to Canton's rich
history and heritage as you
watch historical demonstra-
tions, such as: cooking, knit-
ting, blacksmithing, candle-
making and plowing. There
will also be music, face paint-
ing, a petting farm, guided
tours of the Bartlett-Travis
House and more. We'll offer
a variety of activities for the
whole family.

And don't miss the always-
irresistible corn roast spon-
sored by the Canton Lions
Club. Food wristbands will be
on sale at the event, and pre-
registration is not necessary.

Residents of all ages are
welcome to this free event,
brought to you by Canton
Leisure Services in part-
nership with the Canton
Historical Society and the
Canton Lions Club. No regis-
tration is required. To learn
more about Village Faire, visit
cantonfun.org or call (734)
394-5460.

Golf scramble
Hickory Creek Golf Course

hosts a Junior Golf Scramble 1
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 29.

The event takes place at
Hickory Creek Golf Course in
Superior Township, just west
of Canton off of Ford Road.
Cost is $25 for golf, pizza and
prizes.

For more information con-
tact Tami Bealert via e-mail at
trainwithtami@yahoo.com or
by calling (734) 731-0238.

r-
BeckRidge Chorale auditions
Auditions for the BeckRidge Chorale's 2009-10 season take place Tuesday,
Sept. 1 and Tuesday, Sept. 15, at First United Methodist Church in Plymouth.
Singers can register for an audition by visiting www.beckridgechorale.org.

Chiefettes clinic

Youngsters who would
like to be a Junior Canton
Chiefette have their chance.
The Chiefettes are hosting a
Kids' PomPon Clinic for chil-
dren ages 5-14 9 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 29, at the
Canton High School gym in
the Phase III building.

Cost is $40 per child and
includes a T-shirt and snack.
Discounts are available for
additional siblings. Parents
are invited to come see their
daughters perform at noon
and all girls attending the
clinic will be invited to per-
form at the Chiefettes annual
variety show on Sept. 19.

Registration is from 8:30-9
a.m. the morning of the clinic.
Pre-register at www.canton-
chiefettes.com before Aug.
27 and receive a $5 discount.
Registration is limited to the
first 100 participants.

For more information e-mail
PomClinic @ cantonchiefettes.
com

Bike raffle
Starting Aug. 31, Buffalo

Wild Wings customers -
including those at the Canton
location - can enter a raffle
for a chance to win a one-of-a-
kind Great American Chopper
Pro-Street, valued at $26,000,
and support a great cause at
the same time.

Patrons can purchase raffle
tickets for $10 each from
their server, and all proceeds
benefit Children's Leukemia
Foundation of Michigan, a
statewide agency whose mis-
sion is to help families cope
with leukemia, lymphoma,

and related blood disorders.
"Buffalo Wild Wings has

really stepped up to the plate
to host an amazing fund-raiser
to benefit Children's Leukemia
Foundation of Michigan," said
the foundation's President &
CEO William Seklar. "The
money raised will help us
develop more robust programs
and continue to provide for the
families we serve,"

The grand prize raffle draw-
ing will take place 5 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 7, at Buffalo
Wild Wings, 1873 E. Big
Beaver Road, Troy.

MomZMom sale
The Mothers of Preschoolers

at Connection Church in
Canton host a Mom2Mom sale
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 12, at the church, located
at 3855 Sheldon (west of 1-275,
north of Michigan Ave.) in
Canton.

Admission is $1.
For more information, e-

mail CCMopsMom@gmail.
com or call (734) 334-0486.

Junior Miss
Plymouth-Canton Junior

Miss is looking for contestants
to participate in this years
program, which takes place
Friday, Nov. 20 at the Cherry
Hill Village Theater in Canton.
Senior girls who will gradu-
ate from high school in 2010,
reside in Plymouth or Canton
and are interested in partici-
pating should go to the www.
ajm.org Web site and register
as a contestant.

The program is for senior
girls who reside in Plymouth
or Canton, no matter which
high school they attend.

Questions should be direct-
ed to Marissa at pcjrmiss@
yahoo.com. Officials are also
still looking for volunteers who
would be interested in helping
with the program.

Church crafts
Connection Church (pre-

viously Tri-City Christian
Center) is currently accepting
applications for its annual
Holiday Craft Fair 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Dec. 5.

Connection Church is locat-
ed at 3855 Sheldon in Canton,
north of Michigan Ave.

For more information con-
tact Katy Reitz, (734) 693-
5656 or katyreitz@mac.com

Canton newcomers
Interested in meeting your

neighbors and getting involved
with various interest groups?
If so, the next monthly adult
general meeting of Canton
Newcomers will be held 7:15
p.m. Sept. 2, at the Sunflower
Clubhouse (45800 Hanford,
west of Canton Center).

The evening will include
Dianne Cojei, president of the
Canton Chamber of Commerce,
as well as time for socializing,
neighbor introductions, sign-
ups for our over 20 interest
group activities (Playgroups,

Turn Your

Bunco, Scrapbooking, Book
Club, Men's Poker Night,
Couples Social and more), and
a raffle to benefit a local non-
profit in need.

For more information, or to
receive a complimentary copy
of our newsletter, please visit
www.cantonnewcomers.org or
call Melanie at (734) 207-3341.

Sweetest Day dance
PLAV Post #166 and VFW

Post $6695 will co-host a
Sweetest Day Dance 8 p.m. to
midnight Saturday, Oct. 17, at
the VFW Post located at 1436
Mill in Plymouth.

Tickets, which are tax
deductible, are $10 each
and are available at the
VFW lounge/club room.
Entertainment will be pro-
vided by Benny Spear, of Benny
and the Jets (specializing in
'50s and '60s music) along with
Greg Jaqua (an Elvis imperson-
ator). There will be door prizes
offered throughout the evening
along with a cash bar.

For more information, call
(734)459-6700.

Crafters wanted
The Plymouth-Canton

Music Boosters (PCMB) is
hosting its Annual Holiday
Arts and Crafts Ensemble on

Saturday, Nov. 21. Exhibitors
who hand-craft their own
items are invited to submit an
application to exhibit at the
fund-raising event to be held
at Plymouth High School in
Canton. The juried art event
is produced twice each year
by the PCMB to help support
the band and color guard
programs at the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park.

Artists and crafters who
are interested in applying for
consideration to exhibit should
visit www.pcmb.net/artcraft to
download an application and
submit with photos by June
26 for the first wave of jury-
ing. For more details, contact
exhibit coordinator Carol Rosati
at (734) 455-0714. Only 100
exhibitors will be permitted
to exhibit at this artistic event.
Over the last four years, over
7,000 attendees have visited the
PCMB Arts & Craft Ensembles.

Plymouth High School is
located at 8400 Beck Road in
Canton, Mich. The Holiday
Arts & Craft Ensemble will be
held from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.
on Nov. 21. In addition to over
100 exhibits, there will be
food, a raffle, and entertain-
ment by local musicians and
artists throughout the day.
Admittance is $2.
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Canton board honors six for saving woman
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Six people are credited with
saving a 33-year-old woman
who collapsed on a softball
field at the Canton Sports
Arena.

Their efforts, described
by public safety officials as a
textbook response, could easily
have saved the life of Kimberly
Lewis, who suffered what Fire
Chief Michael Rorabacher
described as a "cardiac prob-
lem."

Their valiant response
prompted the Canton
Township Board of Trustees
on Tuesday to honor them for
helping Lewis survive the inci-

dent, which happened around
8:30 p.m. June 28.

Steve Engebretson, a
Canton sports staffer, was
working when he heard a
softball umpire, Jim Morris,
yell "she's down." Engebretson
quickly radioed the chief
umpire, Dave Bartig, in the
office and asked him to call
911 and bring an automatic
external defibrillator, or AED,
to the field.

Nick Johns, a Canton
parks employee, was in the
front office when the call
came in, and he quickly
drove Bartig and the AED
out to the field, where sev-
eral bystanders, players and
Lewis' husband, Anthony,

were attending to her.
Meanwhile, Karen Donohue,

an Oakwood nurse and team-
mate of Lewis, and Stephanie
Schultz, a player on the oppos-
ing team, were administering
CPR, and Donohue started
using the AED when it was
brought to the scene.

Moreover, Canton emer-
gency medical service person-
nel arrived and were directed
by Johns and Engebretson to
the field where they took over
efforts to rescue Lewis. Once
Lewis was stabilized, she was
taken to a hospital for further
treatment.

On Tuesday, the township
board honored Donohue,
Schultz, Engebretson, Johns,

Bartig and Morris for their
"commendable contribution"
to the Canton community and
to Lewis' survival.

"Thanks to you," Treasurer
Melissa McLaughlin told
them, Lewis "is here to play
baseball another day."

Rorabacher later said Lewis
survived the incident and has
since attended another game
to cheer on her team. He cred-
ited the team of rescuers for
their efforts.

"There's such a little win-
dow with things like this,"
Rorabacher said. "It's nice to
see everything work out like it
did."

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

invasion
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Two Ypsilanti men already
have been sent to prison after
police nabbed them during a
home invasion in late June in
Canton.

Joel Allen Boyd, 24, and
Keith Eugene List, 26, were
sentenced earlier this month
after they pleaded guilty in
Wayne County Circuit Court
to charges of second-degree
home invasion, according to
the Michigan Department of
Corrections.

The charges stemmed from
a June 26 incident on Napier
near Ford, on the township's
west side. The pair was

arrested amid accusations a
surveillance team trailed them
to a residence, watched them
knock on a door and enter the
house to steal property.

Boyd was ordered Aug. 13 to
spend one year/seven months
to 15 years in prison after
he pleaded guilty to second-
degree home invasion. His ear-
liest release date will be March
12, 2011.

List was ordered imprisoned
on the same day as Boyd and
was slapped with a sentence
of one to 15 years for second-
degree home invasion. His ear-
liest release date will be Aug.
12, 2010.

The pair's decision to plead
guilty averted a trial that had

been ordered when they vol-
untarily waived their prelimi-
nary hearings July 10 in 35th
District Court.

Authorities had followed
Boyd and List to the house on
Napier after the men had been
under surveillance following a
string of home invasions that
included Canton.

"When the officers lost sight
of the men, they approached the
house and witnessed the men
inside the residence attempting
to remove property," a Canton
Police Department statement
said at the time.

Boyd and List were taken
into custody without incident.

According to MDOC
records, Boyd had been

paroled in late 2008 after
serving more than two years
in prison for incidents in
Washtenaw County that
involved resisting arrest and
assaulting a police officer,
felony firearms, carrying a
concealed weapon, and sec-
ond-degree home invasion.

List had been placed on pro-
bation for a 2008 incident in
the same county that included
possession of cocaine and
resisting/assaulting a police
officer. He also had prior
offenses including larceny
from a vehicle and receiving
stolen property worth $1,000
to $20,000.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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CRIME WATCH

No sale, so thief swipes truck
A man who refused to sell a Ford F-550 told police it was then

stolen.
The victim told police he was working on the truck, owned by the

city of Detroit, at a business he owns on Ronda, southeast of Joy and
Lilley. He also said he is a subcontractor for Jorgensen Ford.

The man had received a phone call from someone offering
money for the truck after seeing it in the lot. The man told the
caller it was owned by the city of Detroit and he couldn't sell it.

However, he said the truck was stolen sometime during a
three-day period ending at 7 p.m. Saturday. He said he didn't
notice any broken glass that might indicate how the thief got
inside the truck.

The truck was described as a yellow, 2004 Ford F-550 truck
with Detroit Lighting Department emblems on both doors and
an aerial bucket on the back end.

Home invasion
Police are investigating a home invasion that occurred after

a car was broken into — and personal belongings taken — from
the Emagine Theater on Ford east of Lotz around 10:30 p.m.
Saturday.

The owner said the vehicle was broken into in the theater park-
ing lot, and a garage door opener was taken along with the car
registration and a cell phone.

About the same time, police were alerted to an alarm on Forest
Bridge Drive, southeast of Denton and Geddes, and that led to a
home invasion investigation. A police report didn't indicate what,
if anything, may have been taken from the home.

Wallet swiped
A man who went to Life Time Fitness on Haggerty, just south

of Ford, reported that his wallet was missing after he placed it in
a locker that was left unlocked.

The man arrived at the fitness center on Sunday afternoon,
changed clothes and placed his wallet in the top portion of a locker
without locking it. When he later returned, the wallet was gone.

Police advised the man to check his debit and credit cards
promptly for any potential illegal activity.

Windows smashed
A man reported that windows of several tractors were smashed

out sometime between 6 p.m. Friday and 8 a.m. Monday at a
farm on Mott, between Denton and Ridge roads.

The man told police the tractors were locked up in a field
where the incident occurred. He said he didn't know of anyone
who might have done the damage. Police indicated they would
have more of a presence in the area.

Missing money
A resident of Amherst Court, northwest of Warren and Lilley,

told police someone stole $150 from a table next to her bed while
she and another resident had invited friends over. She found the
money missing about 1:10 a.m. Monday.

Another woman also noticed $15 missing from her wallet,
which also was in the bedroom, according to police reports.

- Compiled by Darrell Clem from Canton Police Department reports.

Same or Next Day Appointments Available
Alberto Aviles,- M.D.
Plastic Surgeon
5641 W. Maple Road
West Bioomf ield
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 250
Novi
Phone: 248-538-3020
www.dralbertoaviles.com

Fellowship-trained hand and
reconstructive plastic surgeon
experienced in a wide range of surgical and microsurgical
services including: advanced techniques for breast*
reconstruction and enhancement, surgical correction for hand
and wrist problems, body contouring procedures such as
abdominoplasty and liposuction and procedures to rejuvenate
and enhance facial appearance.

Robert Zaid, D.O.
Family Medicine
PrimeCare of Novi
39555 W. 10 Mile Road
Ste 302
Novi
Phone: 248-426-7200
www.primecareofmi.com

Passionate about developing
relationships with his patients and
values friendly, open
communication. Dr. Zaid provides complete care for the entire
family with special interest in childhood asthma, dermatology,
diabetes and osteopathic manipulation.

Rebecca Studinger,
M.D., M.S.
Plastic, Cosmetic and
Reconstructive Surgeon
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 125
Novi
3270 W. Big Beaver
Ste 415
Troy

Phone: 248-305-8400
Fellowship trained in microsurgical reconstruction and
specialty trained in lymphatic reconstruction for lymphedema.
Dr. Studinger offers the most advanced breast reconstructive
procedures and a full range of cosmetic procedures such as
tummy tucks, face lifts, brow lifts, breast augmentation, Botox
and facial fillers.

Kelly Burke, M.D.
Obstetrics & Gynecology
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 315
Novi
Phone: 248-465-4340
www.yourobgyns.com

Committed to listening to patient
concerns Dr. Burke provides the
highest quality care for women of all
generations. A background in
social work and medicine blends to provide compassionate
obstetrical and gynecological care with a special focus on
adolescent gynecology and minimally invasive surgery.

A. Damadi, M.D.
Colorectal Surgeon
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 425
Novi
22250 Providence Dr.
Ste 702
Southfield
Phone: 248-557-9650

Specialized in colonoscopy,
cancer screenings, minimally
invasive management of diverticulitis, colorectal cancer and
treatment of hemorrhoids.

Todd Frush, M.D.
Orthopaedic Surgeon
26750 Providence Pkwy
Ste 200
Novi
22250 Providence Drive
Ste 401
Southfield
Phone:248-349-7015
www.porrettacenter.com

Fellowship trained in sports
medicine and orthopaedic surgery. Coordinates care with other
physicians, physical therapists, and athletic trainers.
Specializes in arthroscopic surgery, knee replacements,
cartilage restoration, rotator cuff repair, knee ligament
reconstruction, tennis elbow and other sports related injuries.

Mubashir Sabir, M.D.
General and Bariatric Surgeon
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 460
Novi
Phone: 248-662-4272
27483 Dequindre
Ste 204
Madison Heights r

Phone: 866-823-4458"
www.stjohnweightloss.com

Fellowship trained in bariatric surgery at University Medical
Center at Princeton and performing bariatric and general
surgery since 2005, Dr. Sabir offers a full range of
surgery services to his patients. His special interest is
bariatric surgery which he offers as part of St. John
Weight Loss, a Bariatric Surgery Center of Excellence.

Madhuri Gudipaty,
M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 500
Novi
Phone: 248-662-4388
www.womensdocs.com

Dedicated
comprehensive
care including

to providing
women's health
pregnancy, child

birth, menstrual problems and menopause management with
an emphasis on wellness through annual physicals, pap
smears, breast exams, and preventive medicine.

Susan Lyons,
M.D., Ph.D.
Oncology and Hematology
47601 Grand River 2 South
Novi
Phone: 248-344-2000
22301 Foster Winter Drive
Ste 200
Southfield
Phone: 248-552-0620
www.newlandmedical.com

Dedicated to providing optimal, state of the art and
progressive care for cancer and hematologic conditions.
Combines vast research and clinical experience to provide
maximal benefit for her patients while focusing on quality of
life.
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Flash drive
Curiosity, camera help document Sheldon Road project

BY MATT JACHMAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Take a self-described "curi-
ous taxpayer," add a camera,
an engineering background
and a construction project that
dominated the Plymouth area
for two years and what do you
get?

Gene Dickirson's latest book,
The Sheldon Road Project,
which documents, in more
than 200 photographs, the
construction of the $15 million
railroad underpass at Sheldon
Road south of M-14 during the
project's last six months.

Dickirson, a retired Ford
Motor Co. mechanical engi-
neer who lives in Plymouth
Township, self-published The
Sheldon Road Project earlier
this year. It's his second book;
his first, GDT Speedster From
Dream to Reality, documents
the design and building, from
scratch, of an open-topped
car by a team that included
Dickirson and eight other
engineering and automobile
experts. (The car was sold to
a collector in Texas, but the
team would like to do another,
Dickirson said.)

The underpass project
piqued his curiosity in the
summer of 2008, when it
appeared not much was being

Carnival time
Come one, come all to

the Garden Carnival 6-7:30
p.m. Friday, Aug. 28, at the
Wayne County 4-H Children's
Garden 5454 Venoy, Wayne.

done, Dickirson said. "There
was so little progress, it wasn't
clear what was going on," he
said.

So he picked up a camera
and visited the site — fre-
quently. Access wasn't a prob-
lem, he said, as long as he
kept out of the way of workers.
Visits by other onlookers — or
"sidewalk superintendents,"
as he called them — weren't
uncommon.

Dickirson apparently
arrived on the scene at the
tail end of several problems
that had slowed the underpass
project, and work picked up
steam just over a year ago. The
underpass was completed, and
Sheldon Road reopened, last
December.

The curious taxpayer
became a curious engineer.
Dickirson watched, and
snapped, as railroad track was
taken up, temporary track was
put down, beams were laid,
forms were made and concrete
was poured.

He noted the coordinated
efforts, and the inspection
oversight, that helped convince
him the project was a good
one.

"I was really impressed
by the way the team worked
together. There was no daw-
dling on this thing," and no

NEWS BRIEF
Visit the garden for an

evening of fun-filled garden
education. Try your luck with
bobbing for apples, add some
facial color with face painting,
look for riches in the compost
treasure hunt or go wild with

obvious waste, Dickirson said.
The underpass is important,

Dickirson said, because traf-
fic on Sheldon will no longer
be stalled by trains, saving
many hours over time. Public
safety personnel, too, won't be
delayed in getting to emergen-
cies.

"The way this community
continues to grow," despite
current economic troubles,
Dickirson said, "this is a good
thing."

Dickirson, who hails from
southern Illinois, worked
at Ford in Dearborn for 35
years. He started out in 1963
as a draftsman, worked his
way up to designer, then
switched tracks and, with an
engineering degree he earned
while also working, became
a mechanical engineer spe-
cializing in climate control
systems.

His career spanned the
transition from slide rule to Gene Dickirson's 'The Sheldon Road Project,' is his second book, coming on the heels of 'GDT Speedster from Dream
pocket calculator to computer, to Reality.1

he said. "It was a great era," he
said.

'The Sheldon Road Project1 is avail-

able at Michigan Made and More

in Plymouth, As The Page Turns in

Northville, and through online book-

stores.

mjachman@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2405
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anton's historic Cherry Hill Village area

pollination pandemonium,
The event is free and open to

the public. It's geared for fami-
lies with youngsters ages 7-14.
To reserve a spot, call (734)
722-6576 or send and e-mail
to segarama@msu.edu.

Serving* the finest Fair Trade Organic, loyally roasted
cottee, 1atf.es, cappuccinos .. .Hot, over ice, or Mended

re are open at
6 a.m. M-F
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Hours: Mon-Wed 6am to 6pm, Thu-Fri 6am to 7:30pm, Sat 8am to 7:30pm, Sun 10am to 4pm

2008 by cityvoter

2006 recipient

iness of the Y<@
2004 n@mint e

Aug. 18th

Sept.

m
receive two months absolutely FREE*!

i New Customers only. May not be used with any other coupon/offer.
\ Expires: Sept. 30th, 2009. Prepaid fee is non-refundable.

*Requires a 10 month commitment.

• Aft-Adult, Professional
Teaching Staff

Check us out on the Web every day at honietownlife.com '". u • <• I
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