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CONNECTION
Correction

Items in previous Observers
should have said that Adrienne
Davis of Plymouth Township is
running for one of the four-year
terms on the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools Board of
Education.

Davis joins incumbents Barry
Simescu and Judy Mardigian and
fellow Plymouth Township resi-
dents Eric Bacyinski and Larry
Martin on the November ballot.
Incumbent John Jackson is the
sole candidate for the one two-
year term up for grabs.

Also, the vote to raise water/
sewer rates at last week’s Plymouth
Township Board of Trustees
meeting was 5-2, with Clerk Joe
Bridgman joining trustee Steve
Mann in casting a “no” vote.

sworn in

Kim Schulz was sworn in as
a Canton Public Library trustee
by Canton Township Clerk Terry
Bennett at the Aug. 20 library
board meeting.

Schulz was appointed from a
pool of seven candidates to fill
the position
vacated by
longtime
trustee Jim
Gillig, who
retired in
May.

Schulz,
a13-year
Canton resi-
dent, is the
president
of Century
Consulting,
LCC. Her
work expe-
rience includes over 15 years of
service in the automotive industry
in manufacturing, marketing,
research and sales.

Town hall

State Representative Dian
Slavens (D-Canton) hosts a town
hall meeting 10:30 a.m. Saturday,
Aug. 29, in Belleville to discuss
buying Michigan-made products
and services provided by local
businesses as a way of supporting
Michigan’s workers and strength-
ening our state’s economy.

“By purchasing homegrown,
Michigan-made goods, we are sup-
porting our local workers, our com-
rounity and our economy,” Slavens
said. “The local shops and entrepre-
neuis right here in Belleville, Canton
and Van Buren Township are the cor-
nerstone of our business community
and economy. I encourage residents
to join me for this informational
event to learn more about the things
we can do to keep our local busi-
nesses thriving, create jobs and get
Michigan's economy back on track.”

The meeting will also fea-
ture Lisa Diggs, the founder of
BuyMichiganNow.com and takes
place in Victory Park, located at the
Five Points Intersection in Belleville.

Canton Clerk Terry
Bennett congratulates
new Canton Library
Trustee Kim Schulz
after administering the
oath of office.

A recent survey done for Canton Leisure Services said 91 percent of Canton residents have used one of the township's parks.

Park pride

Survey shows residents love Canton parks

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A staggering 91 percent of Canton

households have visited a township
park during the past year, a new

survey revealed, and an overwhelm-

ing majority, 97 percent, gave their
local parks high ratings.

Residents cited walking and bik-
ing trails as their top recreation
need, followed by small neighbor-

hood parks, large community parks,

picnic areas and shelters, nature
preserves and trails, and indoor fit-
ness and exercise facilities.

The findings come from a 502-
page Canton Leisure Services sur-
vey unveiled Tuesday by Leisure
Vision, a division of Olathe, Kan.,
based ETC Institute. The company,
which has conducted more than
600 surveys in 477 states, collected
data this summer from 720 Canton
households to obtain statistically
valid results reflecting the entire
township.

“The usage of the parks here is
just phenomenal,” ETC Institute
Vice President Ron Vine told town-
ship officials and recreation leaders
during a meeting at Fellows Creek
Golf Club.

The 91 percent of Canton house-
holds using a local park or recre-
ation facility during the past year

far outpaced the national average of

72 percent.

“That’s probably in the top 5 per-
cent of communities in the United
States,” Vine said.

Heritage Park ranked highest and

How households rate the
physical condition of all the Canton
Township Parks & Recreation
facilities they've visited

was cited by 68 percent of respondents,

followed by Summit on the Park with
59 percent and the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill with 33 percent.

In all, 54 percent of households .
scored local parks as excellent and
another 43 percent rated them as
good, for a 97 percent total consid-
ered “significantly higher” than the
national average of 85 percent, Vine
said. Less than 1 percent of respon-
dents labeled Canton parks as poor.

Similar statistics held up for rec-
reation programs offered by Canton
Leisure Services.

“People seem to be very happy,

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

township Supervisor Phil LaJoy
saigd, but added that local officials
still need to continue efforts to
improve recreation services.

To that end, Canton Leisure
Services Director Ann Conkhn said
the new survey Will serve as “a great
road map” as officials establish priori-
ties in a township already known for
its recreation gems. Even now, local
leaders have approved plans to install
seven pedestrian bridges by next
spring to connect a five-mile Lower
Rouge Recreation Trail that winds
through the township — a project
intended to significantly address the
top need cited by residents.

In one result that Vine called
remarkable, 52 percent of Canton
households cited increased property
values as the most important benefit
of parks, trails and recreation facili~
ties — nearly double the national
average of 27 percent.

“That was an astounding num-
ber,” he said.

Survey respondents also cited
other benefits including making
Canton a more desirable place to
live (45 percent), preserving open
space and the environment (33 per-
cent) and improving health and fit-
ness (33 percent).

Of residents who cited reasons
they don’t use parks and recreation
facilities, 21 percent said fees are too
high, 17 percent indicated program
times aren’t convenient, and 13 per-
cent said they didn’t know what is
offered.

Please see PARKS, A3

Online campaign
nets $51K for
Village Theatre

BY DARRELL CLEM
(QRSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton’s Village Theatre at
Cherry Hill is expected to receive
$51,000 from the Community
Foundation for Southeast
Michigan’s online fund-raising
challenge to arts groups.

Despite widespread frustration
that arose Tuesday when a strong
outpouring of support clogged
the foundation’s server, persistent
donors continued their efforts to
log on, because every $2 they gave
brought in $1 in matching funds.

It paid off.

Canton Leisure Services Director
Ann Conklin said Thursday it
appeared Village Theatre support-
ers donated $34,000 and secured
an additional $17,000, in unofficial
tallies, during the foundation’ 11-
hour challenge.

“That’s $51,000 we didn’t have
this morning,” Conklin said.

Jennifer Tobin, Canton arts coor-
dinator, expressed her gratitude to
donors who stepped up to help the
400-seat theater — a cultural hub
that provides live theater, music,
dance, fine art exhibitions and
other community events.

“We are thrilled,” Tobin said.
“It’s amazing support. It’s a happy,
happy day when you see that kind
of support.”

Tobin also commended the
Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan for allowing
Canton’s theater, located in the
heart of Cherry Hill Village, to ben-
efit from the online fund-raising
effort.

“We are very grateful for the
opportunity,” she said.

Fund-raising for the arts has
become even more critical asan
economic downturn has forced
many patrons to cut back on
the money they spend on cul-
tural events and entertainment.
Tuesday’s challenge allowed donors
to give as little as $25 and asmuch
as $10,000.

Canton officials had worked
hard to convince local donors
to go online and be ready to
donate during Tuesday’s chal-
lenge. Difficulties encountered
by donors prompted foundation
leaders to add another $250,000
to their original $1 millionin
matching dollars for 75 arts and
cultural organizations in southeast
Michigan.

That brought the total to $3.75
million raised.

Although matching dollars
apparently have been exhausted,
the foundation is continuing to
accept credit card gifts through
Aug, 31 for the participating orga-
nizations. To help, log on to www.
cfsem.org. The donations still will
qualify for tax credits as the law
allows.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 2222238
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Justin Daniel Price, a 22-
For Home year-old defendant charged as a
Delivery call: fourth-degree habitual offender,

(866) 887-2737 could face penalties ranging up

P

to life in prison if he is convicted
of assault with intent to commit
an unarmed robbery and lar-

Purse-snatch suspect ordered to trial

Justin Price, the suspect in an
attempted purse snatching at Arctic
Edge in Canton, was ordered to stand
trial after a preliminary hearing.

the suspect walking through
Arctic Edge and trying to steal
a woman’s purse around 6 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 3. Police said the
suspect fled following what was
described as a slight struggle.
Price already was on proba-
tion at the time of his arrest.
According to the Michigan
Department of Corrections, his
previous offenses include third-
degree home invasion, assaulting
and resisting a police officer, and
breaking and entering a building.
MDOC records indicate Price
had been warned not to break
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ceny in a building, according to
Canton police.

Price is facing trial for an Aug.
3 incident after a preliminary
hearing was held Friday in 35th
District Court in Plymouth.

An earlier statement issued
by Canton police said Price
was arrested after authori-

ties received several tips that
allowed detectives to identify
him. Police had released a photo
obtained from surveillance cam-
eras inside the ice arena, located
on Michigan Avenue between
Canton Center and Beck roads.
Police said the surveillance
cameras captured photos of

any laws, among numerous other
court orders, when he had earlier
been placed on probation.

On Friday, Price remained
jailed with a $30,000/10 per-
cent bond, according to Canton
police.
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¢ Family Wellness Care

¢ Pregnancy Care

o Spinal Decompression
Therapy

e Workers Compensation
Injuries.

New et 7277 N. Lilloy Road » Canton, Ml 48167
- 734-981-6969 « www.gerou.com

" "We Can Help!

SERVICES OFFERED:

o Chiropractic Spinal
Adjustments

¢ Spinal Decompression
Therapy

e Spinal Disc Therapy

= Massage Therapy

® State of the Art Digital X-ray

= Computerized Surface EMG
for Evaluating Nerve Function

¢ Computerized Nutritional
Assessment

¢ Rehabilitative Care

| Free Consultation |

DE08658769
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“Around Canton” is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.
com

Golf scramble

Hickory Creek Golf Course
hosts a Junior Golf Scramble 1
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 29.

The event takes place at
Hickory Creek Golf Course in
Superior Township, just west
of Canton off of Ford Road.
Cost is $25 for golf, pizza and
prizes.

For more information con-
tact Tami Bealert via e-mail at
trainwithtami@yahoo.com or
by calling (7349 731-0238.

Chiefettes clinic

Youngsters who would
like to be a Junior Canton
Chiefette have their chance.
The Chiefettes are hosting a
Kids’ PomPon Clinic for ¢hil-
dren ages 5-14 9 a.m. t0 12:30
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 29, at the
Canton High School gym in
the Phase I1I building.

Cost is $40 per child and
includes a T-shirt and snack.
Discounts are available for
additional siblings. Parents
are invited to come see their
daughters perform at noon
and all girls attending the
clinic will be invited to per-
form at the Chiefettes annual
variety show on Sept. 19.

Registration is from 8:30-9
a.m. the morning of the clinic.
Pre-register at www.canton-

chiefettes.com before Aug.
27 and receive a $5 discount.
Registration is limited to the
first 100 participants.

For more information e-mail
PomClinic@cantonchiefettes.
com '

Junior Miss

Plymouth-Canton Junior
Miss is looking for contestants
to participate in this years
program, which takes place
Friday, Nov. 20 at the Cherry
Hill Village Theater in Canton.
Senior girls who will gradu-
ate from high school in 2010,
reside in Plymouth or Canton
and are interested in partici-
pating should go to the www.
ajm.org Web site and register
as a contestant.

The program is for senior
girls who reside in Plymouth
or Canton, no matter which
high school they attend.

Questions should be direct-
ed to Marissa at pcjrmiss@
yahoo.com. Officials are also
still looking for volunteers who
would be interested in helping
with the program.

Church crafts

Connection Church (pre-

- viously Tri-City Christian

Center) is currently accepting
applications for its annual
Holiday Craft Fair 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Dec. 5.

Connection Church is locat-
ed at 3855 Sheldon in Canton,
north of Michigan Ave.

For more information con-
tact Katy Reitz, (734) 693-

WANTED

HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING

A select number of homeowners in Wayne County and
& the surrounding areas will be given the opportunity to
f have a lifetime Erie Metal Roofing System installed on
their home at a reasonable cost.

® Call today to see if you qualify. Not only will you receive
the best price possibie, but we will give you access to no
money down bank financing with very

attractive rates and terms.

An Erie Metal Roof will keep your home cooler in the § '
summer and warmer in the winter,

) An Erie Metal Roofing System will provide your home
¥ with unsurpassed “Beauty and Lasting Protection”!

Don’t miss this opportunity to save!
www.ErieMetalRoofs.com

1-800-952-3743

email: roofing@eriemetalroofs.com
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DANCE CLASSES

Register & Pre-pay for two months and
receive two months absolutely FREE*!

New Gustomers only. May not be used with any other coupon/offer..
" . Expires: Sept, 30th, 2009, Prepaid fee is non-refundable,
L. *Requires a 10 month commitment.
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New On-Line
Fall Schedule
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Classes for the Entire Family
HIP HOP ¢ PRESCHOOL CLASSES * ADULT CLASSES
BALLET » JAZZ » TAP » CONTEMPORARY,
CHEERLEADING ¢ ALL BOY HIP HOP
HAWANAN/TAHITIAN « YOGA

Dance Studio in Michigan
2008 by cityvoter

Community Supporter Award

Business of the Year

e Age Appropriate Costumes

e Preschool Graduate Trophies |

¢ On-line Recital ticket sales

| * All-Adult, Professional
Teaching Staff

¢ Community Involvement

:{_m ) Wi {’,,,\ -
Center Road ¢ Canton  Centon Chamber of Commerce
www. CeniraiCityDance.com

OGP CINSEORS

5656 or katyreitz@mac.com

Health screening

Meijer Pharmacy, located on
Ford Road at Canton Center,
will be holding their monthly
health screening clinic 8 a.m.
to noon Thursday, Sept. 3.

Cholesterol, diabetes, and
liver function screening are
available at a very afford-
able cost. Appointments are
required; please contact the
pharmacy for details at (734)
844-2733.

Village Faire

Step back in time and
enjoy the Village Faire noon-
4 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 30 at
the Preservation Park, for-
merly known as the site of the
Bartlett-Travis House, located
at 500 N. Ridge.

Enjoy a simpler time and
pay tribute to Canton’s rich
history and heritage as you
watch historical demonstra-
tions, such as:. cooking, knit-
ting, blacksmithing, candle-
making and plowing. There

, will also be music, face paint-

ing, a petting farm, guided
tours of the Bartlett-Travis
House and more. We'll offer
a variety of activities for the
whole family.

And don’t miss the always-
irresistible corn roast spon-
sored by the Canton Lions
Club. Food wristbands will be
on sale at the event, and pre-
registration is not necessary.

Residents of all ages are
welcome to this free event,

CORRECTION

The Food & Wine Festival at
Meadow Brook Music Festival
is set for 1-9:30 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 29, and 1-5:30 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 30. Incorrect
dates were published in
Thursday’s Observer.

»Not an HMO
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Hospice walk

Angela Hospice invites friends, families, and community members to the
second annual ‘Walk of Remembrance,’ where walkers will experience
fellowship in the beautiful outdoors with a common goal in mind: to honor,
remember and celebrate loved ones lost. The event takes place Saturday,
Sept. 12, beginning at Madonna University in Livonia, with registration at

8 a.m. The 3K and 5K routes will weave through the serene and beautiful
grounds of the Felician Sisters. Refreshments and activities for all ages will
follow. Advance registration is now open for this year's event, $20 for adults
and $5 for children 6-12. Participation is free for those 5 and under. For a
registration form or for more information, visit www.AskForAngela.com or
call events coordinator Barb lovan at (734) 953-6045.

brought to you by Canton
Leisure Services in part-
nership with the Canton

. Historical Society and the

Canton Lions Club. No regis-
tration is required. To learn
more about Village Faire, visit

. cantonfun.org or call (734)

394~5460.
Canton newcomers

Interested in meeting your
neighbors and getting involved
with various interest groups?
If so, the next monthly adult
general meeting of Canton
Newcomers will be held 7:15
p.m. Sept. 2, at the Sunflower
Clubhouse (45800 Hanford,
west of Canton Center).

The evening will include
Dianne Cojei, president of the
‘Canton Chamber of Commerce,
as well as time for socializing,
neighbor introductions, sign-
ups for our over 20 interest
group activities (Playgroups,

u“

ployed, small

bChoice of Benefits  124-Hour Coverage
- Jrom awltl ptions On and 0ff the Job
) Dental and Vision Linlss o by Worker's Comp

7 orsimilar program
Jon Bodin 1 cionsed msurance Agent
248.190.1254

CE08667109

The Chesay en(z Life Insurance Company® Administrative office: . Richland Hills, X Exclusions & limitations apply. Plans & market vary by
A HealthMarkets™ Company™  state. {Poficy Series CH-26210-p, CH-26220-P) *Optional plans require additional premium.

Healih protactions that fits - ife.  Association group plans, whete available, requite association membership, MK/O0B251 Expires 6/10

Voted 3rd Best

2006 recipient

2004 nominee

Members of

Cecchetti Councit of America
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Bunco, Scrapbooking, Book
Club, Men’s Poker Night,
Couples Social and more), and
araffle to benefit a local non-
profitin need. .

For more information, or to
receive a complimentary copy
of our newsletter, please visit
www.calitonnewcomers.org or
call Melanie at (734) 207-3341.

. Sweetest Day dance

PLAV Post #166 and VFW
Post 46695 will co-host a
Sweetest Day Dance 8 p.m. to
midnight Saturday, Oct. 17, at
the VFW Post located at 1436
Mill in Plymouth.

Tickets, which are tax
deductible, are $10 each
and are available at the
VEW lounge/club room.
Entertainment will be pro-
vided by Benny Spear, of Benny
and the Jets (specializing in

‘50s and ‘60s music) along with -

Greg Jaqua (an Elvis imperson-
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When you leave horh

~ References Available

Monthly Specials

“Livonia and Ann Arbor

e-mail: tall-wag@msn.com

: your pet doesn't have to
Platinum Pet Service
insured, Bonded, Pet Tech Certified

Pet Sitting, Dog Training, Dog Walking

10% Biscount for New Clients
15% Discount for Referrals

Servicing Plymouth, Northville, Canton,

Whaie TTER00568

Ce o Website: wwwi.platinumpietservice.com

ator). There will be door prizes
offered throughout the evening
along with a cash bar. -
For more information, call
(734)459-6'700.

Tiny Tots Preschool

The Salvation Army Tiny
Tots Preschool still has open- .
ings for classes beginning in
September. :
 There are three classes avail-
able: Monday-Wednesday-
Friday mornings from 8:45-~
11:15 a.m. for 4-year-olds;
Tuesday-Thursday mornings
from 8:45-11 a.m. for 3 year
olds; and Tuesday-Thursday
afternoons from 11:30 a.m. to
1:45 p.m. for 3 or 4 year olds.

Tuition is $130 a month
for the Monday-Wednesday-
Friday class, and $95 a month
for either Tuesday-Thursday
class. There is a one time reg-
istration fee of $35.

For more information, call
(734) 453-5464 or view the
Salvation Army’s Web site at
www.misalplymouth.org.
Coammmmbn oo lodom ae Lo 1S
Scrapbooking fund-raiser

The Salvation Army of
Plymouth and Creative
Memories consultant Cassie
Hull are teaming up to host an
all-day Scrapbooking event to
help raise funds for the Salvation
Army’s Coats for Kids program.

Those interested in scrap-
booking can join us for
the Sept. 26 event, called
Croptoberfest, from 10 a.m. to

10 p.m. at a cost of $35, which

includes 12 hours of scrap-
booking, meals, and a goodie
bag. There is also a half-day
option of six hours for $20.
For more information, or
to register, contact Cassie at
the Salvation Army at (734)
453-54464, or by e-mail at
cassiekh@gmail.com. Those
unable to attend can still help
the Coats for Kids program by
donating $15 to help purchase
a coat for a child in need. The
Salvation Army is located at

9451 S. Main St. in Plymouth. -

availeble w our patients.

SO US for a special Open House at
Fresenivs Medical Care’s Sheldon Corners
dialysis center. Take a rour of our spacions,
friendly facility with heared massage chairs,
cable TV, and ample parking. Our experienced
and. courtecus staff will be glad to answer your
questions and fully explain all the dialysis

treatment aptions and flexible scheduling

For more information
calt Stacey Websler
at (734} 207-3674.

You deserve
the best dialysis
care available.

Learsy abour the latest rrearment
technologies available to the Canton

dialysis community including:

# Fresenius Dialysis Muchines

# Single-use Dialyzers

# Highflux Dialyzers

# On Line Clearance Monitoring

& Adequacy Monitoring Program {AMPY
# Urea Kinetic Modeling (UKM)

s DiaSate Filters Yiekding Ulerapure Dialysare

Fresenius Medical Care

Gare Sheldon Corners
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FROM PAGE A1

Only 1 percent blamed a lack
of quality programs, Vine said,
“and that’s the lowest (percent-
age) 've seen of any commu-
nity in the United States.”

Conklin welcomed the sur-
vey results, saying residents
appear pleased with recreation
services even as they cited cer-
tain needs.

“It validates what we've been
doing, but it shows us where
the gaps are and where the
needs are so we can address
those and be truly reflective of
our community,” Conklin said.

Leisure Vision’s survey has a
95 percent level of confidence,
plus or minus 3.7 percent.
Responses, obtained by mail
and phone, were evenly divided
after the company divided the
township into four quadrants.

and biking trails, followed
by small neighborhood parks
(63 percent), large commu-
nity parks (61 percent), picnic
areas and shelters (53 percent),
nature preserves and trails (52
percent), and indoor fitness and
exercise facilities (51 percent).

» Facilities aside, recreation
programs cited as a top need
among respondents included

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

In a recent survey, Canton residents cited walkmq and biking trails as their
top recreatlon need.

cent), cultural events (34 per-
cent) and enrichment classes
(33 percent).

» Although township offi-
cials aren’t currently weighing
a tax proposal, 38 percent of
households indicated they
would favor a referendum and
another 30 percent said they
might vote for an increase for
parks and recreation. Twenty-

Skatebogis?ncesgfli ;zz In other findings: community special events (47  two percent said they weren’t
Lacrossegﬂelds ] + Seventy percent of house- percent), adult fitness and sure, and only 10 percent flatly
Cricket fields holds cited a need for walking  wellness programs (41 per- rejected such a plan.
0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute
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Chocolatier & Coffee House
50166 Cherry Hill Rd. ¢ Canton, Ml

Located in Canton's listoric Cherry Hill Village area

734.340.5865

Serving the finest Fair Trade Organic, 1ocaﬂy roasted
coﬂee, lattes, cappuccinos ... Hot, over ice, or blended

Serving the
Community for

Mon-Thurs 4-10
Fri & Sot 4-11
Sun 12:30-8:30

We are open at
6 a.m. M-F

We make our own brand
of chocolate in house

N. Ridge Rd.
Presidential
Denton Rd

*
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Now featuring the best old
fashioned ice cream made
by the Calder Dairy in
Carleton, Michigan

-8, Ridge

visit us at
www.lecocoabean.com

BBQRIB ||}
DINNER FOR 2

|
|
|
: COMPLETE DINNER
|
|
|
|

Hours: Mon-Wed 6am to 6pm, Thu-Fri 6am to 7:30pm, Sat 8am to 7:30pm, Sun 10am to 4pm -

TANY 2 REGULAR
PRICED DINNER
ENTREES

I With purchase of 2 beverages

¥ Valid Sun-Thurs. May not combine
- -'with other offers. Not valid on holida

Includes Salad or Cole Slaw,
Rolls and Butter, Choice of 2:
Spaghetti, Potatoes or
Vegetable.

$ 7%

Expires Oct. 1, 2009

ANY LARGE
PIZZA
DINE-IN OR CARRY-QUT

Expires Oct. 1,2009

9" Year Anniversary...
BACK-to-SCHOOL

any haircut

Adult or Ghlld

Plus...
Receive a

August 28" & 29"
and

September 4" & 5™

A portion of the proceeds from
these 4 gys will go to

I

40400 Five Mile Road * Plymouth

Jolses e
734-420-7800

Tuesday is Senior Day... SEenvic
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