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Unless something changes
before 4 p.m. Friday, all four
incumbent Plymouth-Canton
Board of Education trustees will
be on the ballot for November's
school board election.

Trustees Judy Mardigian, Barry
Simescu and Tom Wysocki all
filed petitions with the Plymouth
Township clerk's office to run for
the three full-time board seats
they currently occupy.

Mardigian and Wysocki seek
their third terms, while Simescu
seeks his second.

John Jackson filed for the remain-
ing two years of a term to which he
was appointed to replace former
trustee Mark Slavens, who resigned
immediately following his election
two years ago when he was appoint-
ed to a Wayne County judgeship.
Jackson will run unopposed.

Joining the incumbents on
the ballot for the three four-year
terms are Larry Martin, Eric
Bacynski and Angela Davis of
Plymouth Township. Martin has
run before; Davis and Bacynski
are seeking school board seats for
the first time.

Candidates have until 4 p.m.
Friday to withdraw their names
from consideration.

The Michigan Department of
Transportation hosts a meeting
tonight (Thursday) for local resi-
dents and anyone else interested
in the state's plans to reconstruct
a bike lane along 1-275.

MDOT representatives will
talk about the project to revamp
the bike path between Michigan
Avenue and Hines Drive this fall.
The meeting takes place 6-8 p.m.
at Fellows Creek Golf Club, 2936
S. Lotz.

The $4 million project is set to start
in October, halt for the winter, then
resume in the spring. Completion
is expected in the fell of 2010. The
project is designed to reconstruct the
bike path, repair pedestrian bridges,
upgrade signs and install signals at
some intersections.

Plymouth-Canton Junior Miss
is looking for contestants to par-
ticipate in this years program,
which takes place Friday, Nov. 20
at the Cherry Hill Village Theater
in Canton. Senior girls who will
graduate from high school in 2010,
reside in Plymouth or Canton and
are interested in participating
should go to the www.ajm.org Web
site and register as a contestant.

The program is for senior
girls who reside in Plymouth or
Canton, no matter which high
school they attend.

Questions should be directed to
Marissa at pcjrmiss@yahoo.com.
Officials are also still looking for
volunteers who would be interest-
ed in helping with the program.

Worthy of worship
Methodist church

is fabric of
members' lives

BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

As the historic Cherry Hill
United Methodist Church
in Canton celebrates its
175th year, lifelong mem-
ber Dorothy Richards, 76,
fondly remembers her child-
hood days going to Sunday
School.

"I used to walk or ride my
bike a half-mile to get here.
We had excellent Sunday
School teachers," she said,
sitting in the fellowship
hall. "I can't think of going
anywhere else. It's become a
good habit."

Richards, who chairs the
trustees committee, remem-
bers when sweet corn grew
around the church, which
stands on Ridge Road south
of Cherry Hill as a proud
reminder of the township's
more rural past.

"I was baptized here, and
I've never turned away,"
Richards said, smiling.

Like Richards, 59-year-
old Bob Simmons of Inkster
is a third-generation mem-
ber of the church.

"I was raised here, so it's
my family," he said. "I feel
kind of an ownership."

The congregation began
meeting in 1834 in local
homes, and members say
the first church, a clapboard
building on the Ridge Road
site, was erected a year later.
Folklore has it the small
gathering place caught fire
before it was replaced in
1882 by the existing church,
which boasts a red brick
exterior, a white steeple and
a basement where meticu-
lously painted wall murals
depict stories from the Old
and New Testaments.

"We really do embrace
the Methodist (teachings)
of open hearts, open minds
and open doors," Simmons
said.

To that end, a Jewish con-
gregation, Bet Chaverim,
has used the church for
years for meetings on one
Saturday each month.

The Rev. Merlin Pratt,
who this month marks his
one-year anniversary with
the church, can walk to the
next-door house he shares
with wife Kay, pastor of
Faith United Methodist
Church in Belleville* He
hopes to draw more people
into the fold of his 52-mem-
ber congregation, which
comes from communities

Please see CHURCH, A2

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Rev. Merlin Pratt is the minister at Cherry Hill United Methodist
Church, which is celebrating its 175th anniversary this year.

CHURCH SERVICE
• What: Cherry Hill United Methodist Church
• Where: 321 Ridge Road., south of Cherry Hill, in Canton
• When: Sunday services start at 10:30 a.m., afisi the 9 a.m. adult
Sunday school. Children attend their Sunday school during the 10:30
a.m. service. Thursday night prayer meetings are at 7:30 p.m.
• Details: For more information, visit www.cherryhillumc.org or call
(734)495-0035.

Dorothy Richards has been a member of the church her entire iife. This is
where she sits each Sunday morning.
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Man pleads guilty to sex charges

No deal yet,
more talks set
for teachers

BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When Plymouth-Canton Community Schools teach-
ers get back into the classroom next month, they'll be
doing it without a new contract.

Talks between the teachers union and the district,
which started back in April and have spanned more
than half-a-dozen negotiating sessions since, aren't
scheduled to resume until late September.

However, the district's personnel chief — while
declining to get into specifics — said he doesn't expect
any long delays and expressed confidence a deal will be
reached.

"We don't have a contract yet," acknowledged Ray
Bihun, the district's executive director of human
resources. "There are always issues. People want differ-
ent things in contacts. It's the nature of bargaining."

Charles Portelli, president of the teachers union,
could not be reached for comment.

The contact between the district and the Plymouth-
Canton Education Association expires Aug. 31. Since
talks aren't scheduled to resume until late next month,
teachers will return to classrooms for the first day of
school — a half-day scheduled for Sept. 8 — working
under the provisions of the current pact.

One consequence of the lack of a deal is the inability
to establish the full school calendar,,which schedules
breaks and other aspects of the school year. The cal-
endar, according to Bihun, is a negotiated item during
contact negotiations and won't be set until a contract is
reached.

"We have a tentative calendar, and the first month is
set," Bihun said Tuesday. "The rest of it can't be set until
there's a contract."

Bihun said he expects the deal to be done soon after
negotiations resume late next month.

"We absolutely expect to get a contract," he said.
"Things are going well, we're trying to understand
each other, and we'll get a contract, hopefully by late
September or early October."

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Drink up
Former Canton Chief football player Justin Sneddon holds 2-
year-old Louis Smedley up for a drink of water during Tuesday
morning football practice. Louis is the son of assistant
coach Bob Smedley. Justin is volunteering to help out during
football practice, and hopes to begin school soon to become a
firefighter. For more on the first week of football, please see
our story on page B1.

BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A former Canton man has
pleaded guilty to charges he
sexually assaulted young boys
and took more than 100 pic-
tures found by police in his
Sumpter Township home.

Frederick Allen Pindzia,
59, faces sentencing Aug.
27 by Wayne County Circuit
Judge Bruce Morrow after
pleading guilty Monday to
three counts each of first-
and second-degree criminal
sexual conduct involving a
boy under 13 years old, six
counts of child sex abuse
activity and one count of dis-
tributing obscene material.

Pindzia, described by police
as a former youth mentor and
Boy Scout leader, could face
penalties ranging up to life

Pindzia

in prison on
charges involv-
ing boys 8 to 15
years old.

Canton
police
announced the
latest devel-
opments 13
months after

they executed a search war-
rant in July 2008 at Pindzia's
home in Sumpter Township,
acting on information from a
teenage boy who said Pindzia
sexually assaulted him sev-
eral years earlier.

Pindzia lived on Marlowe
Street in Canton when some
of the criminal sexual activ-
ity occurred.

When the allegations arose
last year against Pindzia,
then-Canton police Sgt. Rick
Pomorski had commended

one young boy who reported
the sexual assaults.

"I have to give the victim a
lot of credit;" Pomorski said.
"It can be very difficult at
times to do the right thing,
so I give him all the credit in
the world."

On Tuesday, police Sgt.
Mark Gajeski said the boy
told a school counselor who
initially contacted Westland
police. They, in turn, contact-
ed Canton authorities.

Police seized more than 100
photographs and video tapes
in Sumpter Township, and
authorities said some of them
dated back to 1999 when
Pindzia lived in Canton. (

Pomorski had said police
"believe he established a pat-
tern of criminal activity."

dclem@hometowniife.com | (313)222-2238
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Demand sends township scrambling
for more recycling containers

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton residents hurriedly
scooped up nearly 500 recy-
cling bins from the township
treasurer's office since late
June, quickly depleting sup-
plies and prompting local offi-
cials Tuesday to order another
1,000 containers.

"We plowed through them
pretty fast," Treasurer Melissa
McLaughlin said.

Residents have embraced a
new, single-stream recycling
program that began in April,
.allowing households to put
all their recyclable materi-
als in the same bin. Trustee
Pat Williams said some of his
neighbors are putting as many
as three of the 18-gallon con-
tainers at the curb.

McLaughlin hopes the next
batch of recycling bins will
arrive within a couple weeks
at township administration
offices, near the Canton Public
Library on Canton Center
Road between Cherry Hill

and Palmer. Treasurer's office
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Township officials decided
Tuesday tq offset their costs by
charging $10 — rather than $7
— for the recycling bins. The
price is comparable to what
is charged by several nearby
communities.

Residents bought 349 recy-
cling bins in July alone, an
uptick from the 224 bins the
township sold just one month
earlier, McLaughlin said.

Municipal Services Director
Tim Faas attributed the
, increasing interest to the
single-stream program and
efforts by local officials to
educate residents about the
need to recycle and reduce the
waste stream.

As an alternative to buying
more recycling bins residents

tive at low cost,'.' Williams said.
McLaughlin again said recy-

cling efforts will only be truly
successful if consumers buy
products made from recycled
materials.

The township's hauler,
Canton Waste Recycling, will
pick up cardboard and paper
bags; nonwax coated paper-
board; magazines and cata-
logs; junk mail; office paper;
phonebooks; newspapers; pots
and pans; steel and tin cans;
clear glass; aluminum cans;
plastic jugs or bottles marked
with a 1 or 2; household plas-
tics marked with numbers 3
through 7; and plastic bags.

Unacceptable items include
paper milk and juice contain-
ers; Styrofoam; propane tanks;
paint cans; colored glass; med-
ical waste flammable Moulds;

also may buy large, clear, plas-
tic bags, place their recyclable
materials in them and put
them at the curb, officials said.
Officials said places like Ace
Hardware sell the bags.

"That's a reasonable alterna-

household cleaners; chemicals;
and wood items.

For more information, go
the township's Web site at
www.canton-mi.org.

dclem@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-2238

CHURCH
FROM PAGE A1

such as Canton, Livonia,
Westland, Plymouth, Redford,
Ypsilanti, Inkster and
Belleville.

Pratt said some people mis-
takenly believe the church
is a historic building not
being used. To be sure, it has
received historic designations
from the township, the state
of Michigan and the National
Register of Historic Places,
but 80 pastors later it still is a
place of worship.

Marcus Swift, one of the
area's first settlers and a trav-
eling preacher, was the first
minister. Moreover, Pratt has
learned that one of his ances-
tors, Hobart Dubois, was
church pastor around 1842.

Pratt was appointed pastor
after he and his wife had done
missionary work in Jamaica.
Since then, some members of

i1

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Rev. Merlin Pratt talks about the
history of the church. '

his congregation have returned
to that country to take cloth-
ing to the poor. They also have
assembled school supplies in
backpacks for students, and
they have helped Habitat for
Humanity build homes for

families in need.
"This is a nice place to

work," Pratt said of the church,
"and the people here are good
folks."

The congregation has
marked its 175th year in simple
ways. Members had a Family
Fun Fest last Saturday includ-
ing food and activities, and
they had a Bible School just
this week.

Pratt sees his responsibili-
ties as helping to grow the con-
gregation in hopes the church
can survive for years to come.

"We want it again to be a
center of the community,"
Pratt said. "We want to attract
new families with children."

Maybe those children, like
Richards, will one day look
back fondly on their early
days in church. Even now, she
describes it as a welcoming
place where people can feel
comfortable.

"We try to accept everyone,"
she said. "People take away a
happy feeling from here."
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Chiefettes car wash
Auto owners who don't have

time to wash the car them-
selves can count on the Canton
Chiefettes for help.

The Chiefettes Pompon
Teams do the work for you at
their annual car wash fund-
raiser 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 15.

For your convenience the
Chiefettes will be washing
cars at both the Fast Lane Oil
Change located on Canton
Center Road north of Ford
Road and at the Mobil gas
station, located at the corner
of Warren and Sheldon roads.
Donations will be accepted
and are appreciated.

Historical auction
The Canton Historical

Society hosts an auction fund-
raiser Aug. 23 at Preservation
Park (the former Bartlett-
Travis House property).

Viewing of items starts at
10 a.m.; the auction starts at
11 a.m. Items to be auctioned
include farm e^mi^ment/
household items, artifcats
(masks, drums, etc.) and other
items of interest.

The auction is being orga-
nized and service donated by
J.D. Auctions of Plymouth.
Cash or credit card purchases
only; no checks.

Health screening
Meijer Pharmacy, located on

Ford Road at Canton Center,
will be holding their monthly
health screening clinic 8 a.m.
to noon Thursday, Sept. 3.

Cholesterol, diabetes, and
liver function screening are
available at a very afford-
able cost. Appointments are
required; please contact the
pharmacy for details at (734)
844-2733.

Pageant time
Applications are now being

accepted for the 2009 Miss
Wayne County Scholarship
Pageant, an official Miss •
America preliminary. Young
women who live, work full
time, or attend school full
time in Wayne County and are
between the ages 17 and 24 are
eligible.

Areas of competition include
and interview, lifestyle and
fitness in swimsuit, evening
gown, talent and on-stage
question. The winner will rep-
resent Wayne County at the
2010 Miss Michigan pageant
in Muskegon as well as receive

Revving up
CitiFinancial's Canton branch hosts the CitiFinancial show car 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 14. Throughout the day, CitiFinancial wiil provide refreshments and
CitiFinancial Racing giveaway items. CitiFinancial wiil be the primary sponsor
on a variety of Roush Fenway Racing entries in all 35 NASCAR Nationwide
Series events in 2009. In addition, Citi will become a major associate sponsor
on all Roush Fenway Racing teams, including the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
entries of Greg Biffle, Carl Edwards, Matt Kenseth, Jamie McMurray, and David
Ragan. CitiFinancial is located at 41812 Ford Road in Canton.

a cash scholarship.
Call (734) 367-0560 or send

an e-mail to sheilamaell6@
aol.com to request an applica-
tion. They also can be found
nn thp "Miss Wavnp C.nijntv
Web site at www.miss-
wayneco.com.

The deadline for entry is
Aug. 17- The pageant will
be held Saturday, Sept. 12,
at Livonia Churchill High
School.

Orchestra auditions
The Celebration Youth

Orchestras, the youth
ensembles supported by the"
Plymouth Canton Symphony
Society, conduct auditions for
next season Aug. 14 at Evola
Music in Canton.

The four ensembles of the
Youth Orchestra include
Celebration Youth Symphony
for advanced students in
winds, brass, percussion and
strings; Celebration Flute
Choir for to intermediate
and advanced flute students,
which in addition to playing
on CYO concerts also per-
forms for a variety of events
throughout the community;
Celebration Sinfonia for inter-
mediate-level string students
who are ready for more chal-
lenging repertoire and wish
to continue building ensemble
skills; and Celebration Strings
for younger string players who
wish to learn ensemble playing
skills such as playing in a sec-
tion and listening and follow-
ing a conductor.

More audition information
can be found on-line at www.
celebrationyouthorchestras.org

PCA golf outing
A golf outing to benefit

Plymouth Christian Academy,
a preschool through 12th
prarlp prhifatinnal nrrarsr/'a-
tion serving the Plymouth- •
Canton and surrounding
communities, is being held
Monday, Aug. 24, at Fox Hills
Golf Club in Plymouth.

The 18 hole scramble tour-
nament on the Golden Fox
course will have an 8:30 a.m.
shotgun start. Cost is $100
per golfer and includes 18
holes of golf with a cart, lunch,
prizes, course contests, silent
auction and keynote speaker.
Sponsorship and advertising
opportunities are also avail-
able.

Jim Mil, vice president/
assistant general manager of
the Detroit Red Wings, is the
keynote speaker and featured
guest for this event. The goal
of this golf outing is to estab-
lish an exciting day of golf that
raises money for a locker room
expansion project at PCA.

For more information, con-
tact Julie Dart, PCA director
of Development, via e-mail at
JDart@plymouthchristian.org

Sweetest Day dance
PLAV Post #166 and VFW

Post #6695 will co-host a
Sweetest Day Dance 8 p.m. to
midnight Saturday, Oct. 17, at
the VFW Post located at 1436
Mill in Plymouth.

Tickets, which are tax
deductible, are $10 each
and are available at the
VFW lounge/club room.
Entertainment will be provid-

ed by Benny Spear, of Benny
and the Jets (specializing in
'50s and '60s music) along
with Greg Jaqua (an Elvis
impersonator). There will be
door prizes offered throughout
the evening along with a cash
bar.

For more information, call
(734)459-6700.

Tiny-Tots Preschool
The Salvation Army Tiny

Tots Preschool still has open-
ings for classes beginning in
September.

There are three classes avail-
able: Monday-Wednesday-
Friday mornings from 8:45- .
11:15 a.m. for 4-year-olds;
Tuesday-Thursday mornings
from 8:45-11 a.m. for 3 year
olds; and Tuesday-Thursday
afternoons from 11:30 a.m. to
1:45 p.m. for 3 or 4 year olds.

Tuition is $130 a month
for the Monday-Wednesday-
Friday class, and $95 a month
for either Tuesday-Thursday
class. There is a one time reg-
istration fee of $35.

For more information, call
(734) 453-5464 or view the
Salvation Army's Web site at
www.misalplymouth.org.

Chiefettes clinic
Youngsters who would

like to be a Junior Canton
Chiefette have their chance.
The Chiefettes are hosting a
Kids' PomPon Clinic for chil-
dren ages 5-14 9 a;m. to 12:30
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 29, at the
Canton High School-gym in
the Phase III building.

Cost is $40 per child and
includes a T-shirt and snack.
Discounts are available for
additional siblings. Parents
are invited to come see their
daughters perform at noon
and all girls attending the
clinic will be invited to per-
form at the Chiefettes annual
variety show on Sept.* 19.

Registration is from 8:30-9
a.m. the morning of the clinic.
Pre-register at www.canton-
chiefettes.com before Aug. .
27 and receive a $5 discount.
Registration is limited to the
first 100 participants.

For more information e-mail
PomClinic@cant6nchiefettes.com

Scrapbooktng-fund-raiser
The Salvation Army of

Plymouth and Creative
Memories consultant Cassie
Hull are teaming up to host
an all-day Scrapbooking event
to help raise funds for the
Salvation Army's Coats for
Kids program.

Those interested in scrap-

booking can join us for
the Sept. 26 event, called
Croptoberfest, from 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. at a cost of $35, which
includes 12 hours of scrap-
booking, meals, and a goodie
bag. There is also a half-day
option of six hours for $20.
. For more information, or

to register, contact Cassie at
the Salvation Army at (734)
453-5464, or by e-mail at
cassiekh@gmail.com. Those
unable to attend can still help
the Coats for Kids program by
donating $15 to help purchase
a coat for a child in need. The
Salvation Army is located at
9451S. Main St. in Plymouth.

Cutest baby
Personalized Nursing

LIGHT House sponsors its
first Cutest Baby Contest dur-
ing the Plymouth Fall Festival
Sept. 11-13. Winners will be
announced Sunday, Sect. 13 at.
5 p.m. , • • .

Parents should send |ne 5x7
(or smaller) picture with the
required $10 entry fee by Sept.
1. Mail entries to Cute Baby,
c/o Teresa Smith, 575 S. Main,
Ste. 6, Plymouth, MI 48170. •
Child must be 36 months old
or younger.
• For more information, call
(734) 451-7800.'
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CRIME WATCH

Intruder targets
Haggerty Shell station
• An intruder broke into

the Shell gas station on
Haggerty just north of Ford
about 3:20 a.m. Tuesday,
police said.

Officers arrived to find
one of the doors smashed
out, but no suspects were
in the building. They found
miscellaneous change on the
floor, and the intruder had
taken the cash register and
numerous cartons of ciga-
rettes.

A surveillance camera
showed the intruder to be a
black male wearing a short-
sleeved shirt, a black base-
ball cap with an MLB logo,
black pants, black shoes and
a pair of gloves. He had what
appeared to be a small crow-
bar hanging out the side of
his pocket.

Anyone who has infor-
mation is asked to call the
Canton Police Department
at (734) 394-5400 or Crime
Stoppers of Michigan at 1-
(800) SPEAK-UP for a pos-
sible cash reward.

Home invasion
Police were sent to
Meadow Wood Town

Homes on Stacy, east of
Haggerty and north of
Palmer, on a report of a home
invasion that was reported
about 4:20 p.m. Friday.

A maintenance man
was working when he was
approached by a man who
said the residence of a
woman he knew had been
broken into. The man said
the intruder stole the wom-
an's medication and rent
money.

A police report indicated
the intruder may have gotten
into the residence through a
window where a screen had
been bent.

Joy Rd. Joy Rd.

-a

Gyde Rd.

Warren Rd.

Mott Rd. Yost Rd. Van Born Rd.

Cash stolen
A woman told police that
an estimated $250 was

missing from her apart-
ment on Cambridge, south of
Warren and east of 1-275.

She told police she had
placed the money on the
top shelf of a closet and that
someone took it between 2:15
p.m. Aug. 3 and 12:30 p.m.
Aug. 4.

The woman also told police
she had returned home on
Aug. 1 and found one of her
folding chairs in her bathtub.

Penney pilfer
A female employee of the
J.C. Penney store on Ford

Road, east of Sheldon, could
be facing criminal charges
after she was accused of tak-
ing money from the store, a
police report indicated.

A store loss prevention
employee told police he
had reviewed a store secu-
rity camera, and he saw the
woman taking money on sev-
eral occasions between July
6 and July 17. The employee
said the woman put the

money in her pocket.
The suspect had been

working for J.C. Penney since
February 2008. The loss
prevention employee said
he spoke with her and she
admitted taking the money,
saying she was having finan-
cial problems but that she
wanted to repay.it.

Police went to the woman's
residence and said she con-
fessed. Possible charges are
pending.

- Compiled by Darretl Clem from
Canton Police Department reports.

Lightning strikes pair
of Canton homes

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Lightning strikes caused
damage to two Canton
Township homes Saturday as
weekend storms rolled across
southeast Michigan.

No injuries were reported in
either incident.

A lightning bolt hit a resi-
dence on Rolling Ridge Court,
northeast of Warren and
Canton Center roads, and was
blamed for an attic fire shortly
before 11:20 a.m. Saturday,
Fire Chief Michael Rorabacher
said.

The township's fire and
police departments responded
to a 911 call.

"Upon arrival, firefighters
reported smoke and flames
coming from the attic of
a single family residence,"
Rorabacher said. "One occu-
pant was home at the time of
the fire and was able to exit
safely."

The female resident reported
hearing lightning strike, and
the home lost power, the fire
chief said. "She went outside

to investigate, noticed smoke
coming from the attic and
called 911."

Firefighters gained access
to the attic through the ceil-
ing and doused the fire.
Rorabacher said no damage
estimates were available, but
the house sustained substan-
tial fire damage to the attic
and smoke damage throughout
the rest of the home.

The second incident hap-
pened about 2 p.m. Saturday
on Holmes, southwest of
Warren and Canton Center
roads.

"A resident called 911 to
report a lightning strike to the
home," Rorabacher said. "Fire
crews responded and found
no fire; however, lightning did
strike the chimney causing
damage to the home, includ-
ing the water heater and sump
pump."

Elsewhere across the town-
ship, some residents reported
scattered flooding mostly in
back yards, Municipal Services
Director Tim Faas said, but
he wasn't aware of any other
storm-related damage.

Suspect arraigned in purse-snatch try

Check out the bargains at area garage s | l ^ ! ( j l s ^ M i | 0 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ R ;

With the help of several tips
called in to the Canton Police
Department, detectives were
able to make a positive iden-
tification of the suspect who
attempted to steal a woman's
purse at Arctic Edge Ice Arena
in Canton Aug. 3.

Ann Arbor resident
Justin Daniel Price, 22, was
arraigned Monday at 35th
District Court in Plymouth.
Price is being charged with one
count of Assault with Intent to
Commit Robbery Not Armed,
a 15-year felony; one count of
Larceny in a Building; and 4th
Habitual Offender, punishable
by life if found guilty of pri-

mary offense.
Magistrate

Eric Colthurst
ordered bond
to be set at
$30,000 or 10
percent. Price's
preliminary

Price exam is sched-
uled for Friday,

Aug. 21, at 35th District Court
in Plymouth. •

Surveillance cameras captured
photos of the suspect walking
through Arctic Edge, where he
attempted to steal the woman's
purse, at approximately 6 p.m.
After a slight struggle, the sus-
pect ran out of the building.

OPEN AUDITIONS
FOR

Experienced Dancers, Singers, and Gymnasts

AUDITIONS FOR DANCERS

Ages 6-8 11-11:45 am
Ages
Ages

9-12
13-Adult

12-12:45 pm
1-1:45 pm

AUDITIONS FOR SSN6ERS
All Ages 2-2:45 pm

Singers should bring a prepared piece of holiday music,

of their choice, in CD format.

AUDITIONS FOR GYMNASTS
Al l A g e s 3 -3 :30 p m

Please arrive 1/2 hour before your
scheduled audition time to register and warm-up.

Performers arriving late will not be allowed to audition.
Dancers should audition in proper dance clothes ;

with hair pulled off of the face.

CENTRAL CITY DANCE CENTER
8004 Sheldon Center Rd. • Canton, Ml 48187

734-459-0400
www. centralcitydance. com

IHA welcomes experienced doctors Tracey Sperry, DO, and Jeffrey
Sweet, MD. With these additions, IHA continues its tradition of
commitment to providing excellent patient care combined with
convenience. Their presence will give you more of what you already
love about IHA: accessibility, a dedicated team of physicians to
include specialists, and the promise of providing you the best service
possible. That's how IHA cares.

The IHA Internal Medicine offices of Canton and Plymouth
welcome you.
Our offices offer extended hours, including evening and Saturday
appointments - giving you even greater access.

Associates in Internal Medicine - Cherry Hill
49650 Cherry Hill Road, Suite 120, Canton
734398.7800

IHA Plymouth Internal Medicine
990 West Ann Arbor Trail, Suite 208, Plymouth
734.4551200
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Weekly newspaper's owners share
commitment to hometown news

Julie Brown

"*f4'he northern Vermont
f countryside is beautiful,
:/' and it's easy to see why

the state is called the Green
Mountain State. Our travels
took us through Hardwick, Vt.,

last week and
my husband
and I had to
stop in at the
offices of The
Gazette, the
local weekly
newspaper.

We were
greeted by
Susan M.
Jarzyna, who

owns the paper with husband
Ross Connelly, as we perused
the many New England Press
Association award plaques
on the wall. We met the hard-
working staffers, who work on
computers but still manage
to convey a sense of Norman
Rockwell's New England.

Susan called down Ross,
who came down to greet us
before returning to edit-
ing duties. It was a Tuesday,
a deadline day before
Wednesday publication and
we didn't want to impose. Still,
the chance to talk newspaper-
ing during our visit to see my
cousin, Jerry Ralya, in nearby
Craftsbury Common was too
tempting to pass up.

Susan and Ross are part of
a dying breed, independent
newspaper owners. Fewer
Michigan papers are locally
owned, although I sensed
the fiercely independent
Verrhonters, and perhaps other
New Englanders, like to know
firsthand just who is providing
their news. It's good to be able
to argue a point over a cup of
coffee at the local eatery.

Susan and Ross, from
Massachusetts, bought the
paper in 1986. She gave me
with pride the 100th anni-
versary edition from 1989,
which detailed its history and
didn't even gloss over an ear-
lier owner's anti-Semitism. I
also paid my 75 cents for the
previous week's paper, which
had such front-page headlines
as "Police to receive federal
stimulus grant to hire new
patrol officer," "Vermont Milk
Company owes town money,
among others," and "Excess
rain, little sun stymie hay and
corn crops."

The rain dried up the week
we arrived, although we can't
take credit. We certainly
enjoyed seeing my cousin, who
last visited for Christmas in
2001, meeting his girlfriend
and her daughter, and riding
to the top of Mt. Mansfield
for some photo lessons from
Jerry's girlfriend, an excellent
photographer. (We passed on
Ben and Jerry's — too many
cars and too many calories.)

Another highlight was see-
ing the Craftsbury Chamber
Players, with many Juilliard-
trained musicians and others
with impressive credentials
proving classical music can be
lively. When 1 got home, I got
to thinking about newspaper-
ing and just how important
papers like Hardwick's Gazette
are.

We read the Boston Globe
during our visit, a paper that's
seen its share of financial
woes lately, as has much of the
newspaper industry. Susan
told me the Gazette is holding
its own both financially and
journalistically, even as larger
dailies in bigger Vermont cities
struggle.

The Gazette had its share of
advertising from local busi-
nesses, and I like to think their
owners appreciated know-
ing about things like the new
patrol officer and the milk
company owing money. Part of
the idea of vacations is to rest
and rejuvenate.

We tend to think of that in
terms of our personal lives,
and that's certainly important.
It matters in our work lives,
too, and I came back to work
with a renewed sense of deter-
mination to provide as much
local news of good writing and
reporting quality as I could.

IHINKNGAMNII.

is**
FREE ESTIMATES

(734)525-1930
Our 35th Year!

UNITED IEWFEBATURE
8919MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA

^www.unitedterripifatureservices.cotn^

Our newspaper isn't a mom-
and-pop operation like the one
in Hardwick, Vt., but I think
Jarzyna and Connelly, its co-
editors and owners, have les-
sons to teach us. The daily in
Charlottetown, Prince Edward
Island, says it covers that
Canadian island "like the dew."

In these days of troubled
times for newspapers, I think

it's important to remember the
value of hometown news and
provide it consistently. That's
what I learned on my summer
vacation.

Julie Brown of Plymouth Township is
presentation editor for the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers. She can be
reached at (313) 222-6755 or via e-
mail at jcbrown@hometownlife.com.

Susan Jarzyna takes
a break from deadline
duties at The Gazette in
Hardwick, Vt. She and
her husband own the
weekly paper. It's now
printed in neighboring
New Hampshire (the
linotype no longer
used), but concentrates
on covering its Vermont
community.

Build Somethin

Offer valid 8/12/09-8/17/09
Discount taken at register.
See store for details.

Includes all 1-gallon and 5-gallon sizes.
Offer valid 8/12/09 - 8/17/09. Discount
taken at register. See store fordetaiis.

Selection may vary by market.

$184
I each

.$J|§4
7/16" x 4' x 8!

OSB Sheathing
®Used for wail and roof
sheathing applications #12212

2" x 4" x 8'
Treated Lumber
®#2 prime grade lumber
#46905

2" x 4" x 96" Kiln-Dried
Whitewood Select Stud
®Use for construction and
project applications #6005

Pricing for commodity items may vary due to market conditions - we reserve the right to limit quantities.

5/8" x 5-1/2" x 6 ! Treated
Dog-Ear Fence Picket
• Pressure-treated for long life
#202922

6-GalIon Air Compressor
Nailer Kit
•3-tool kit included #253002

DUTY CONSTRUCTION
ADHESIVE

Applies to items #44906 and #220849.
Offer valid 8/12/09 - 8/17/09. Discount
taken at register. See store for details.

now
$34 was

each
100' 12/3 Contractor
Outdoor Extension Cord
•15 amp rating #68056;71664

3'
HARDIBACKERC

BOARD
#11640

DUROCK #11729
Available through Special Order in
some markets. Offer valid 8/12/09 -
8/17/09. Discount taken at register.

See store for details.

With purchase of $499 or more of
in-stock 30 year Oakridge shingles.
Limit one per customer. Offer valid

8/12/09-8/17/09.
See store for details.

now

$69
was .$95
81 Fiberglass Stepladder
®250 Ib. load capacity
#98195

OWENS CORNING
FIBERGLASS

Offer valid 8/12/09 - 8/17/09. Discount
taken at register. See store for details.

AND SPECIAL
ORDER GARAG

Offer valid 8/12/09 -8/17/09.
Discount taken at time of order.

See store for details.

AIR TOOLS

Offer valid 8/12/09 - 8/17/09. Discount
taken at register. See store for details.

ALL 5-GALLON
DRIVEWAY SEALERS

Applies to items #223511, #223519,
#223521, and #223564. Items and
brands may vary by market. Offer
valid 8/12/09 -8/17/09. Discount

taken at register. See store for details.

120' Tuff-Grip Fish Tape
#11960

25' Fish m3$WW*
Tape now
#07529

Details on our policies and services: Prices may vary after 8/17/09 if there are market variations. "Was" prices in this advertisement were in effect on 8/6/09 and may vary based on Lowe's Everyday Low Price policy. See
store for details regarding product warranties. We reserve the right to limit quantities. "Ask for 10% Off your first single-receipt in-store purchase charged to your new Lowe's Accounts Receivable or Lowe's Business Account
when you open your new account in any Lowe's store and make your first purchase between 8/12/09 - 8/17/09. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase and cannot be used in conjunction with any other coupon or
discount. This coupon is good for a single receipt purchase of any in-stock or Special Order merchandise only up to $5000 (Maximum discount $500). Coupon is not redeemable for cash, is nontransferable and cannot be
replaced if lost or stolen. Void if altered, copied, transferred, or sold through any on-line auction. Limit one coupon per household or business. Not valid on sales via Lowes.com, previous,sales, purchase of services or gift
cards. Offer must be requested at the time of purchase. Offer is subject to credit approval. Coupon valid for one time use only. Offer is not valid for accounts opened prior to 8/12/09. Excludes Lowe's® Consumer Credit
Accounts, Lowe's® Project CardSM Accounts, and all Lowe's® VISA® Accounts. While Lowe's strives to be accurate, unintentional errors may occur. We reserve the right to correct any error. Prices and promotions apply to
US locations only. ©2009 by Lowe's®. All rights reserved. Lowe's and the gable design are registered trademarks of LF, LLC. (090891) •
001/090891/062


