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‘Rent’ roles

Destination Theatre is holding
auditions for their fall produc-
tion of the Broadway hit “Rent”
Monday and Tuesday.

Auditions take place 7-10 p.m.
at the Village Theatre at Cherry
Hill in Canton. Actors must be 18
or older, officials said, because the
play contains adult content.

The production, directed by
Timo Anderson with music by
Kylee Phillips, hits the stage Oct.
29-31, Nov. 1 and Nov. 5-7.

For more information on the
auditions and on Destination
Theatre, visit the group’s Web site
at www.DestinationTheatre.org

Bike booster

The Michigan Mountain Biking
~ Association Poto Chapter recently
received a $5,000 grant from
Toyota thanks to the volunteer
efforts of member Gary Anderson,

Michigan Mountain Biking Association
Poto Chapter President Bill Mayer (left)
congratulates Gary Anderson.

in recognition of Anderson’s hard -
work on the Lower Rouge River
Recreation Trail in Canton.

A member of the MMBA since
1992, Anderson got involved with
the trails when he heard about
anew advocacy group looking
for volunteers to help with trail
maintenance. Anderson’s passion
for mountain biking prompted
him to propose and work on the
layout and cutting of a single
track mountain biking trail at the'
Lower Rouge River Recreatlon
Trail.

“Receiving this grant is great
news for the Michigan Mountain
Biking Association-and for all the
individuals who utilize the sce-
nic trails in Canton for outdoor
recreation,” said Anderson. “We
plan on adding even more single
track mountain biking trails to
the trail system over the next
year or two.”

Corriveau coffee

State Rep. Marc-Corriveau,
whose 20th House district
includes a part of Canton, will be
holding a coffee at the Plymouth
Coffee Bean, 884 Penniman on
Monday, Aug. 24 from 5:30-6:30
pam.

Everyone is welcome to
come and meet Corriveau and
have their concerns or issues
addressed.

Author Taylor Joseph of Canton has penned her second book, a mystery about an inquisitive teenager thrust into the

world of skateboarding and organized crime.
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Taylor made

Canton teen pens a new chapter with second book

SIGNING DAY
* Who: Taylor Joseph, 16, of

-Canton ;
» What: She'll sign copies of her
second book ‘Allison Investigates’
o Where and when: 1p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 19, Barnes &
Noble Booksellers, northwest
corner of Six Mile and Haggerty in
Northville; 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept.
26, Borders in Canton, on Ford
Road between Sheldon and Lilley.

Canton teen Taylor Joseph has

had a whirlwind summer.
_She’s learning to drive. She

is 16, after all. She’s spending

a little time with friends. Oh,

and she’s promoting her second

novel.

Taylor’s new book and first
mystery, Allison Investigates
(Four Star Publishing, $12.95),
hits bookstores in September.
The 202-page book tells the

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

story of an inquisitive teen and
. aspiring detective who, along
with three friends, is thrust into
a subculture of skateboarders
and organized crime while inves-
tigating a neighbor’s stolen car.
Step aside, Nancy Drew.
Taylor visited police stations and
car dealerships to research her
new novel. Unlike her title charac-
ter, though, Taylor isn't interested
in becoming a detective.
“I just thought it was some-

Please see BOOK, A3

Driver offers
pennies for his
thoughts on ticket

BY MATT JACHMAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Cash in hand, Robert Jastrzebski Jr. arrived
at 35th District Court in Plymouth to pay — and
protest — the traffic ticket he received in June
for not wearing a seat belt.

But Jastrzebski, of Canton Township, was
turned away.

Court personnel said they couldn’t accept his
10,000 pennies, some of which, by Jastrzebski’s
own admission, were unrolled. -

Jastrzebski believes the.court is legally
required to accept the pennies, but now says
he’s leaning toward backing away from his pro-
test gesture and returning to the bank for some
paper money to settle the ticket.

Jastrzebski’s seat belt ticket, which was issued
in Canton, was $65. He knows he should’ve been
belted, he said.

“Sixty-five bucks is some major money to me,”
Jastrzebski said. “I don’t have anything against
the seat belt ticket. But the price you gotta pay,
it’s outrageous.”

Jastrzebski works for a Canton company that
sells computer software, from which, he said,
he takes home less than $300 a week. He also
cooks at the Crow’s Nest, a local bar.

The fact that he set the ticket aside for a cou- .
ple of weeks, he said, meant a $35 late fee. Thus
the 10,000 pennies, or $100.

Jastrzebski said he took about $15 worth of
pennies he had sitting around, and went to the
bank to get the rest. He had $75 worth, rolled
and in a plastic bag, and the remaining $25
worth, unrolled, in a plastic container when he_
arrived at court, he said.

District court administrator Debra Kubitskey
said she was on vacation when Jastrzebski

Please see PENNIES, A3

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Bob Jastrzebski Jr. tried to pay a $65 ticket with pennies
at the 35th District Court in Plymouth.
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Canton Township’s post office will be spared
as U.S. Postal Service officials consider closing
as many as 15 facilities in southeast Michigan,
part of a nationwide effort to combat billions of
dollars in financial losses.

“It’s safe,” metro Detroit postal service
spokesman Ed Moore said, responding to ques-
tions about the post office on Canton Center.
Road north of Cherry Hill.

The closest postal facilities potentially in
jeopardy are located in Wayne, Ann Arbor and
at Westland Shopping Center.

Township officials were relieved to learn
the local post office will remain open as U.S.
postal officials grapple with mounting losses

that already have reached $4.7 billion this year
— more than quadruple the $1.1 billion short-
fall compared to this time last year.

“It is an absolutely essential service to
Canton,” township Clerk Terry Bennett said.
“We're ecstatic we're keeping it.”

stamps Canton branch as ‘safe’

I can't imagine what we would do ina
circumstance where we would lose our post office
in Canton Township.

TERRY BENNETT, township clerk

With more than 32,000 post offices across
the nation, the U.S. Postal Service has suffered
amid an economic downturn and as more cus-
tomers go online to pay their bills and commu-
nicate via e-mail.

Bennett said Canton prides itself in its com-
mitment to community services. She said
the local post office serves more than 87,000
townshlp residents and is “one of the busiest”
in the area.

“I can’t imagine what we would do in a cir-
cumstance where we would lose our post office
in Canton Township,” Bennett said, calling
it “really good news” the facility will remain
open.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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PCA golf outing

A golf outing to benefit
Plymouth Christian Academy,
a preschool through 12th grade
educational organization serv-
ing the Plymouth-Canton and
surrounding communities,
is being held Monday, Aug.

& 54 at Fox Hills Golf Club in

Plymouth.

The 18 hole scramble tourna-
ment on the Golden Fox course
will have an 8:30 a.m. shotgun
start. Costis $100 per golfer
and includes 18 holes of golf
with a cart, lunch, prizes, course
contests, silent auction and key-
note speaker. Sponsorship and
advertising opportunities are
also available.

Jim Nill, vice president/
assistant general manager of
the Detroit Red Wings, is the
keynote speaker and featured
guest for this event. The goal

. of'this golf outing is to estab-
" lish an exciting day of golf that

raises money for a locker room
expansion project at PCA.

For more information, con-
tact Julie Dart, PCA Director
of Development, via e-mail at
JDart@plymouthchristian.org

Sweetest Day dance

PLAV Post #166 and VFW
Post #6695 will co-host a
Sweetest Day Dance 8 p.m. to
midnight Saturday, Oct. 17, at
the VFW Post located at 1436
Mill in Plymouth.

Tickets, which are tax
deductible, are $10 each
and are available at the
VFW lounge/club room.
Entertainment will be provid-
ed by Benny Spear, of Benny
and the Jets (specializing in
50s and 60s music) along with
Greg Jaqua (an Elvis imper-
sonator). There will be door
prizes offered throughout the
evening along with a cash bar.

For more information, call

(734)459-6700.

Orchestra auditions

The Celebration Youth
Orchestras, the youth
ensembles supported by the
Plymouth Canton Symphony
Society, conduct anditions for
next season Aug. 14 at Evola

. Music in Canton.

The four ensembles of the
Youth Orchestra include
Celebration Youth Symphony
for advanced students in winds,
brass, percussion and strings;

online at hometownlife.com

Senior splash

Jane Carbone of Canton took part
in the ring toss event during last
year's Wayne County’s Senior
Olympics, which return next week.
The fifth annual Western Wayne
County Senior Ofympics take place
in various communities, including
Canton, for men and women age 50
or oider during the week of Aug. 17.
Opening day festivities kick off 8 a.m.
Monday, Aug. 17, at Hines Park with

“the Opening Day Expo, Breakfast

with Robert Ficano, Opening
Ceremony-Torch Lighting, and a 5K
Run. Following will be a Fun Walk

and Softbalf Throw at 10 a.m., then a
Frisbee Toss, Football Toss, Bean Bag
Kick and Soccer Kick. Other locations
in Wayne County will be hosting
events Aug. 17 as well, including
euchre at the Plymouth Cultural
Center at 1:30 p.m., Ballroom Dancing
at September Days at 2 p.m. and a
Basketball Shoot in Canton at 2 p.m.

Celebration Flute Choir for to
intermediate and advanced flute
students, which in addition to
playing on CYO concerts also
perforins for a variety of events
throughout the community;
Celebration Sinfonia for interme-

- diate-level string students who

are ready for more challenging
repertoire and wish to continue
building ensemble skills; and
Celebration Strings for younger
string players who wish to learn
ensemble playing skills such as

. playing in a section and listening

and following a conductor.

More audition information
can be found on-line at www.
celebrationyouthorchestras.org

Pageant time

Applications are now being
accepted for the 2009 Miss

Wayne County Scholarship
Pageant, an official Miss
America preliminary. Young
women who live, work full time,
or attend school full time in
Wayne County and are between
the ages 17 and 24 are eligible.
Areas of competition include
and interview, lifestyle and |
fitness in swimsuit, evening

- gown, talent and on-stage

question. The winner will rep-
resent Wayne County at the
2010 Miss Michigan pageant,
in Muskegon as well as receive
a cash scholarship.

Call (734) 367-0560 or send

-an e-mail to sheilamaell6@

aol.com to request an applica-
tion. They also can be found on
the Miss Wayne County Web
site at www.misswayneco.com.
The deadline for entry is
Aug. 17. The pageant will be
held Saturday, Sept. 12, at
Livonia Churchill High School.

Tiny Tots Preschool

The Salvation Army Tiny
Tots Preschool still has open-
ings for classes beginning in
September.

There are three classes avail-
able: Monday-Wednesday-
Friday mornings from 8:45-
11:15 a.m. for 4-year-olds;
Tuesday-Thursday mornings
from 8:45-11 a.m. for 3 year
olds; and Tuesday-Thursday
afternoons from 11:30 a.m. to
1:45 p.m. for 3 or 4 year olds.

Taition is $130 a month -
for the Monday-Wednesday-
Friday class, and $95 a month
for either Tuesday-Thursday
class. There is a one time reg-
istration fee of $35.

For more information, call
(734) 453-5464 or view the
Salvation Army’s Web site at
www.misalplymouth.org.

Historical auction

The Canton Historical
Society hosts an auction fund--
raiser Aug. 23 at Preservation
Park (the former Bartlett-
Travis House property).

Viewing of items starts at
10 a.m.; the auction starts at
11 a.m. Items to be auctioned

include farm equipment,

household items, artifcats
(masks, drums, etc.) and other
items of interest.

The auction is being orga-
nized and service donated by
- J.D. Auctions of Plymouth.
Cash or credit card purchases
only; no checks.
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thing I wanted to write about,”
she said Thursday afternoon,
sitting outside the Canton
Public Library. “I like being
creative.”

Taylor’s latest book is billed
as a fast-paced adventure that
takes Allison and her friends
from their teens to young
adulthood in the most memo-
rable summer of their lives.

The novel follows Taylor’s
debut, The Crossing, which has
sold several thousand copies
and tells the story of a 12-year-
old Mezxican girl’s struggles to
escape poverty and cross the
border into the United States.
It can be bought at major
bookstores or on amazon.com.

Taylor, who will be a junicr at
Salem High School this fall and
is the daughter of Larry and
Monica Joseph, promoted The
Crossing with book signings in
12 states. She appeared on 15
radio programs and has made a
television commercial promot-
ing literacy, although she needs

PENNIES
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arrived Friday, but had heard
about the situation. The court
requires that coins being

used as payment be rolled,
Kubitskey said, and its policy is
to accept no more than one roll
of each type of coin.

The state court administra-
tor’s office affirmed the district
court was within its rights,
Kubitskey said. A call to the
state office was not returned.

“At this point, I'm kind of at a
standstill,” Jastrzebski said.

“I'd have to spend money”
to challenge the court’s policy,
Jastrzebski added. “That
almost defeats the purpose.”

mjachman@hometownlifé.com | (313) 222-2405
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 hometownlife.com
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* Canton author Taylor Joseph hits

the Barnes & Noble in Northvilfe and
the Borders in Canton next month to
sign copies of her new book, ‘Allison

Investigates.'

more sponsors before it will air.
One school system in
Plano, Texas, invited Taylor to
speak to eight schools in two
days. “They treated her like a
queen,” Larry Joseph said.
Taylor spends most
Saturdays and Sundays writ-
ing, so she doesn’t have much
spare time. Still, she enjoys
what time she can squeeze in
with friends to play sports. She

also has a Web site, www.tay-
lorsjoseph.com.

Taylor started taking writ-
ing seriously when she was
only 8 years old. “She’s always
been artistic and creative,”
Joseph said.

Even before Allison
Inwvestigates hits bookstores,
Taylor already has nearly fin-
ished her third novel about a
powerful king who has every-
thing but peace, after his wife
dies giving birth to a third child.
The Joseph family, which also
has a 14-year-old son, Evan, is
negotiating with a New York
agent who may become involved
in publishing the next bock.

Taylor said she wanted to
thank all the teachers across
the country who have invited
her to their classrooms to
talk about her books and to
promote literacy. “It’s a very
important issue,” she said.

She still isn't sure if she will
make a lifelong career out of writ-
ing, “Onlyif T become a best-sell-
er,” she said, smiling Otherwise,
she may become a nurse.

That is, after she learns to
drive.
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Drug charges dismissed;
Canton man jailed for taxes

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER
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A Canton man who rose
from a troubled childhood to
lead what his attorney called
“an exemplary life” as a Detroit
police officer is facing 16 months
in federal prison for tax eva-
sion, after prosecutors dropped
charges he stole six kilograms of
cocaine from the police depart-
ment property room.

Defense attorney Andrew
Densemo had sought proba-
tion for ex-Detroit officer
Vincent L. Crockett, 41, who
could have faced penalties
ranging up to life in prison
on original drug charges that
unraveled when a key witness
— a chemist — died,

Crockett was sentenced o 16
months in prison Wednesday
by U.S. District Judge David

" Lawson, who said Crockett could

have faced a much longer prison
stay on the cocaine charge.

“I'm disappointed that the
judge didn’t accept our recom-
mendation (for probation),”
Densemo said Thursday,
calling Crockett’s life “a truly
American story.”

Densemo said Crockett over-
came a troubled childbood in
Arkansas, where “his mother
had issues with drug addiction
and his father abandoned the
family. Another family helped
him through his childhood.”

Crockett eventually moved
north and led what Densemo
described as a stellar, 18-year
career with the Detroit Police
Department — a career that .
crumbled amid the criminal
allegations against him.

“He was a wonderful police
officer who helped oth-

ers at great risk to himself,”
Densemo said.

But federal prosecutors said
Crockett failed to pay taxes
in 2007 — the same year he
was accused of stealing six
kilograms of cocaine and
replacing it with cornstarch.
Authorities have said the death
last year of a chemist involved
in the drug case made it more
difficult to prove an original
charge of possession of cocaine
with intent to distribute.

Crockett pleaded guilty
in April to evading taxes on
$72,000 that authorities said he
collected through illegal activity.

Lawson also ordered
Crockett to pay restitution of”
nearly $15,000 for the federal .
income taxes he was acensed
of not paying. Crockett also is |
to serve two years of probation
after he is released.
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