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Auction needs

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce is Jooking for chamber
members £ serve on the 2010
Auction Committee, the first
meeting of which takes place Aug.
14.

Organizers are looking for help
with decorations, soliciting spon-

‘sorship and prize donations and
much more. The committee will
decide on the auction theme at the
Aug. 14 meeting. Among themes
being considered are Michigan vs.
Michigan State; baseball; South
of the Board Mexican theme;
Kentucky Derby; and a 1950s
Rock Around the Clock Theme.

The auction will take place
on Saturday, April 17 at Burton
Manor in Livonia. For more infor-
mation, call Jana Porter at the
chamber, (734) 453-4040.

CPA academy

Michigan Association of
Certified Public Accountants
Professional Ethics Task Force
member Lauren Foster, a CPA
from Canton, is one of 28 certi-
fied public accountants around
the country
participat-
ing in the
first annual
Leadership
Academy of
the American
Institute of
Certified
& Public

| Accountants

(AICPA). The

academy chose

CPAs under
the age of 35 to participate.

Foster is the Assistant
Controller with the Wayne
County Airport Authority. She
has more than five years experi-
ence and has demonstrated pro-
gressive advancement in posi-
tions in the public accounting
and government market sectors.
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Canton ldol
Canton Idol is searching for
the best middle school and high
school singers in Southeastern
Lower Michigan. The compe-
tition runs for four consecu-
tive evenings, Sept. 2-5, and
features preliminary and
final rounds in both divisions.
Winners in each division will
receive $500 while runners-up
each receive $300 for second
place and $200 for third place.
Finalists and winners will be
determined each night of the
competition with the audience
and judges sharing an equal
voice in the outcomes.
Auditions take place on 6-9
p-m. Aug. 17-18 at the Village
Theater in Canton. For more
information go to BeckRidge
Chorale website - www.beck-
ridgechorale.org

Lauren Foster

No doubter

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Bailey Wixon, age 4 from Canton, stomps on first base after catching a ground balf to make sure she
gets the runner out during a recent Plymouth YMCA T-Ball class. For more, turn to Sports, page B1.

Listening to a good book

Digital bookmaobile pushes electronic library

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

An 18-wheel, high-tech bookmobile
on a U.S. and Canada tour dazzled
Canton Public Library patrons
Wednesday during a one-day visit:

— one of only two stops in Michigan
— aimed at boosting interest in
downloadable electronic books and
audiobooks.

The 74-foot Digital Bookmobile
drew 243 visitors who learned they
can download thousands of the
library’s electronic materials to their
home computers and transfer them
to portable devices such as MP3 play-
ers, iPods, eBook readers and smart
phones.

Employees of the traveling bookmo-
bile, a project started last August by
Cleveland-based OverDrive Inc., had

Please see BOOKMOBILE, A2

LLibrarians Jillean McCommons and Anna Staughter found
nothing but electronic books and other materials when
they visited the Digital Bookimebile which made a pit stop

at the Canton Public Library Wednesday.

CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Cherry Hill
Village

Cherry. Hill Rd.-

" Proctor Rd.

Independence Park
Park & Ride

Py uojuaQ

Use parking area
Soccer  Closest
Fields to Denton Rd.

PARK HERE

Soccer
Fields

Py uojusq

Transit

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A commuter bus ser-
vice between Canton and
Ann Arbor starts Monday,
Aug. 24, transit officials
confirmed Thursday, after
resolving issues that delayed
earlier start-up projections
by one month. :

Buses will depart Canton
on weekday mornings and
return on afternoon and eve-
ning routes — all designed -
1o help people who work in
Ann Arbor, shop there or-who
need a ride for appointments
at places like the University
of Michigan Hospital. This
also could include passen-
gers coming from surround-
ing communities such as
Plymouth.

Township officials
have supported the plan,
sought by the Ann Arbor
Transportation Authority,
but they predict ridership
could increase slowly rather
than starting off strong.

“I think it’s a good idea, but
the reality is it takes time for
services like this to catch on,”
Tim Faas, Canton municipal

. services director, said. “I

think the proof will be in how
long (AATA officials) are pre-
pared to try it at a usage level

- that’s below their expecta-

tions. We're not used to mass
transit because we haven’t
had the benefit of it.” )
AATA officials said they
proposed the so-called

Servic
ready to roll

Canton Express amid
demand from township resi-
dents who work in Ann Arbor
and who indicated support
for a service similar to what
the university town already
has with Chelsea.

"Neil Greenberg, an AATA

representative, also said
“we’re already seeing inter-
est from people who live in
communities surrounding
Canton. They are welcome to
drive to Canton and ride the
bus from there.”

Township Treasurer
Melissa McLaughlin wel-
comed the bus route, saying
it could slightly reduce traffic
between the two communi-
ties, provide an appealing
commuter option — particu-
larly during winter months
~— and help Canton and Ann
Arbor form closer bonds.

“Ann Arbor certainlyisa
successful community with
the university and bospitals
and modern businesses,”
McLaughlin said. “It’s to the
benefit of Canton to become .
closely tied with Ann Arbor.
This may be our first con-
nection, and I look forward
to building that bridge in
the future so we can become
communities that mutually
benefit from each other.”

_ The 55-seat buses will
serve two locations in the
township: Independence
Park, where local officials
have agreed to provide 100

“Please sce TRANSIT, A2
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free parking spaces for park-and-ride
commuters, and Cherry Hill Village,
where riders can board near Cherry Hill
and Ridge roads.

Estimated times for buses departing
Canton will be 6:05 a.m. and 7:17 a.m.
from Independence Park, stopping about
four minutes later at Cherry Hill Village.
The routes will continue to locations in
Ann Arbor including Plymouth and Nixon
roads; the University of Michigan Health
System Cancer Center; U-M Health
System’s main entrance; U-M Mott
Children’s Hospital; the cardiovascular
center; U-M’s central campus; and two
downtown Ann Arbor locations ending
with last-stop Washington and Ashley
around 6:41 a.m. and 7:58 a.m.

Buses returning to Canton will leave
Washington and Ashley at 3:35 p.m.
and 5:08 p.m., making the same stops
and arriving at Cherry Hill Village
around 4:13 p.m. and 5:46 p.m., and
Independence Park around 4:16 p.m. and
5:49 p.m.

Passengers can ride the Canton Express
for free through Sept. 4. Afterward, the
following rates will apply:

¢ A commuter pass for $125 for unlim-
ited access during any 30-day period, and
A ATA’s Greenberg said some employers,
such as U-M, have agreed to split the tab
with workers. The commuter passes may
be bought from places such as the U-M
parking sales office and U-M Hospital’s
cashier office. '

» A ten-ride ticket for $4:0 for riders
who want to use the service occasionally.
Tickets are available at the AATA main
office, 2700 S. Industrial Highway.

« A one-way cash fare of $5 for those
making a rare trip.

For more information about Canton
Express, go online to www.a2express.org.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

PHOTOS COURTESY CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Digital Bookmobile made a pit stop in Canton Wednesday, one of only two stops it made in Michigan.

BOOKMOBILE

FROM PAGE A1

expected 180 visitors during a seven-hour
visit to the Canton library, before stopping
the next day in Dearborn.

“We exceeded our expectations,” said
Laurie Golden, the Canton library’s mar-
keting and communications manager.

Canton mom Sachi Olson brought son
Sven, 10, and daughter Lina, 7, to the big-
rig bookmobile equipped with interactive
learning stations, onboard Internet con-
nections, high-definition monitors, an
impressive sound system and a “gadget
gallery” of portable media players.

“I think it’s cool because it has comput-
ers in it,” Lina said.

Sven used a computer station to browse
the Canton library’s free electronic selec-
tions, and he offered practical reasons
for the service. “It’s easy for you to learn
about a story, and it’s good because some

. people are blind.”

One of many facts displayed on the
Digital Bookmobile’s walls indicated that
25 percent of Americans listened to an
audiobook during the last year, a growing
trend as people live busier, mobile lives.
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Librarian Amy Lee discusses the Digi’tal Bookmaobile with Patricia Rossow.

Jamie Kelly, a marketing and events
associate for OverDrive Inc., said the
materials are ideal for people who com-
mute to work and for children who can

,become easily bored traveling in the

family car on vacations and other out-
ings. Many titles can be burned to CDs.
Moreover, library patrons can access their
favorite authors without leaving home.

Rebecca Havenstein-Coughlin, the
Canton library’s department head for
adult services, said the library has 2,300
downloadable audiobooks and 4,500 elec-
tronic books. To access a collection that
includes everything from Dr. Seuss’ “The
Cat in the Hat” to James Patterson novels,
go to http://ebooks.cantonpl.org.

Patrons only need an Internet-connect-
ed computer, a valid library card and free
software that’s available on the library’s
“virtual branch” Web site. Helpful bro-
chures also are available at the library,

1200 S. Canton Center Road.

Local library officials expect to mea-~
sure an uptick in usage in the months fol-
lowing the Digital Bookmobile’s visit.

“It’s an exciting venture for us,”
Havenstein-Coughlin said.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 2222238

Deal for wheels

Boy Scout helps developing
countries with donated bikes

BY MATT JACHMAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Plymouth Township Boy
Scout is earning his Eagle
Scout rank by finding new uses
for old bicycles.

. Matt Montgomery, 17, is col-
lecting bikes and helping ship
them to countries in Central
America, where people with
limited means of transporta-
tion can use them to get to
work, school and medical
facilities and meet other needs.
He’s working with Pedals for
Progress, a New Jersey-based
charity that has sent more
than 120,000 bikes to develop-
ing nations, which also, the
group’s Web site notes, keeps
them out of landfills.

_ “Iliked the idea of making

a difference on a bigger scale
and helping out other coun-
tries,” said Matt, who is enter-
ing his senior year at Catholic
Central High School in Novi.
“When I saw this opportunity
to give bikes, it seemed like a
really good idea.”

. Matt is planning a bike
donation event for 1 p.m. to

5 p.m. Saturday in the park-
ing lot at Plymouth Township
Hall, 9955 North Haggerty,
just north of Ann Arbor Road.
Any intact bike, in any size and
in repairable condition, will be
accepted, along with donations
(a suggested $10 per bike) to
help defray the cost of ship-

" ping and distribution, which is

about $35 per bike. The dona-
tions — the bicycles and the
money — are tax-deductible,

. and Matt will be handing out

receipts.
Matt said the bikes he col-
lects are destined for people
in Nicaragua and Guatemala.
His goal for Saturday is 35
bikes, but he said he’ll be able
to accommodate as many as
donors can bring in. Matt and
his father, Tom Montgomery,
will be driving a trailer of
donated bikes to Pedals for
Progress in High Bridge, N.J.

Guatemala.

Matt Montgomery is collecting old
bicycles to send to Nicaragua and

.

Matt was inspired by a trip
two years ago to the area of
Copan, Honduras, on the
country’s western side, where
he helped a grandfather with
a Rotary-sponsored project,
installing sand filters for
cleaner drinking water. Thé
extreme poverty of the area
made an impression on him,
he said.

“Just something as simple as -
water, they couldn’t get as eas-
ily as everyone else,” Matt said.

Matt said he’s been a Scout
“almost as long as I can
remember.” He added, “I was .
a Cub Scout since the earliest
days” He is a member of Boy
Scout Troop 743.

Matt Montgomery’s bicycle donation
event will take place rain or shine. For
more about Pedals for Progress, visit
the Web site www.pdp.org.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
(313) 2222405
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Golf outing

Each year the Canton Chamber of Commerce
hosts an annual Golf Outing. This year the
classic will take place on Tuesday, Aug. 18, at
Pheasant Run Golf Club of Canton. This event is
open to the public, and there are various pack-
ages available for purchase.

Golf for Four Package, $550- Includes golf
with cart for four, continental breakfast, lunch at
the turn, beverages on the course, Buffet dinner,
prizes, glft package and more!

Golf for Four Sponsorship Package, $650-
Includes golf for four with cart and a Tee or
Green Sponsorship, continental breakfast, lunch
at the turn, beverages on the course, Buffet din-
ner, prizes, gift package, signage at the course,
recognition at the dinner, and a plaque.

Individual Golf, $150- Includes golf with cart,
continental breakfast, lunch at the turn, bever-
ages on the course, Buffet dinner, prizes, gift
package, and more!

Dinner Only, $35. Tee and Green sponsorships
are available and affordable. If you are inter-
ested in purchasing a sponsorship, contact the
Chamber at (734) 453-4040.

Barefoot auditions

Plymouth-based Barefoot Productions con-
ducts auditions for its production of “Mister
Roberts,” 7-0 p.m. Aug. 3-4.

Auditions take place at the former Walker-
Buzenberg furniture store the production
company now calls home at 240 N. Main in
Plymouth. Roles are available for 19 men and
one woman.

For more information, call Craig Hane, (7344)
582-9688.:

BLOCK open house

The B.L.O.C.K. Youth and Teen Center, part of
Canton Leisure Services, hosts an open house 6-
8 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 18. The event will showcase
all of the upcoming fall programming and after-
school options.

Parents and their teens, ages 11-17, are wel-
come to tour the facilities and enjoy all the activ-
ities that The B.L.O.C.K. has to offer. Besides the
homework and study area this youth and teen
center has many entertainment options includ-
ing: Rock Band, Guitar Hero, Nintendo Wii,

_acomputer lab with internet, pool tables, air
hockey, foosball and a big screen TV.

Information on a variety of The B.L.O.C.Ks
upcoming programs will also be available at the
open house. With the After School Program,
students are picked up from their school and
transported by staff to the BLOCK where they,
can do their homework and spend free time with
their friends.

A B.L.O.CK. Membership allows teens unlim-
ited access to the facility. Teen Night Out gives
students a supervised field trip, away from their
parents, while the BLOCK-In allows teens to
spend a fun-filled all-nighter with their friends
at The B.L.O.CK.

The B.L.O.C.K. stands for Building Leaders
‘Out Of Canton’s Kids and is a place where kids
can spend quality time in a safe, secure, and
supervised environment. For more informa-

Livonia, MI 481

Keith J. Pierce, MD
internal Medicine
38525 Eight Mile Road

248.321.6612
Call for Directions!

Olympic effort

The Salem Rockettas have heen hus

WOLARRLLES

Canton, where they performed, ch

tion on all of the teen programs Canton Leisure
Services has too offer, visit cantonfun.org or call
(734) 398-5570.

Orchestra auditions

The Celebration Youth Orchestras, the youth
ensembles supported by the Plymouth Canton
Symphony Society, conduct auditions for next
season Aug. 14 at Evola Music in Canton.

The four ensembles of the Youth Orchestra
include Celebration Youth Symphony for
advanced students in winds, brass, percus-
sion and strings; Celebration Flute Choir for
to intermediate and advanced flute students,
which in addition to playing on CYO concerts
also performs for a variety of events throughout
the community; Celebration Sinfonia for inter-
mediate-leve] string students who are ready for
more challenging repertoire and wish to con-
tinue building ensemble skills; and Celebration
Strings for younger string players who wish to
learn ensemble playing skills such as playing in a
section and listening and following a conductor.

More audition information can be found on-
line at www.celebrationyouthorchestras.org

Comedy night

Three local comedians - Gary George, Dave
Bell and Mike Malec - will perform at the second
annual Plymouth High School Football Boosters
Club Comedy Fund-raiser, at the beautiful
Cherry Hill Village Theater in Casiton.

This evening of laughs takes place Aug. 8. The
show begins at 7:30 p.m. with doors opening
at 7. This event is general admission and tick-
ets are $15. Proceeds from this show will help

OE0B633502
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provide needed funds to the Plymouth Football
Program.

Tickets are limited and can be purchased at
the Theater Box Office or on-line.

Antique appraisals

The Plymouth Historical Museum hosts an
antique appraisal clinic with Ernie DuMouchelle
of DuMouchelle Art Galleries in Detroit on

Wednesday, Aug. 19, from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Items to be appraised include antique furni-
ture, art, and small objects. No jewelry please.
Appraisals are by appointment only and time
slots are filling up quickly. Oral evaluations will
be provided for $10 per item; written evalua-
tions will be provided for $15 per item. There is
a maximum of four items to be appraised per 15

-minute time slot.
_ Call now for an appointment, (734) 455-8940.

The Plymouth Historical Museum is located
at 155 S. Main Street, Just north of downtown
Plymouth.

Pageant volunteers

The Plymouth-Canton Junior Miss
Scholarship Program is in need of volunteers to

" help out with this year’s program.

Organizers’ goal is to make the event bigger
and better, and say the only way to do that is
with volunteers.

.Anyone interested should send an e-mail to
pejrmiss@yahoo.com. All volunteers are wel-
come and appreciated,

Pageant time-

Applications.are now being accepted for the

2009 Miss Wayne County Scholarship Pageant,
an official Miss America preliminary. Young
women who live, work full time, or attend school .
full time in Wayne County and are between the
ages 17 and 24 are eligible. ‘

Areas of competition include and inter-
view, lifestyle and fitness in swimsuit, evening
gown, talent and on-stage question. The win-
ner will represent Wayne County at the 2010
Miss Michigan pageant in Muskegon as well as
receive a cash scholarship.

Call (734) 367-0560 or send an e-mail to
sheilamaell6@aol.com to request an applica-
tion. They also can be found on the Miss Wayne
County Web site at www.misswayneco.com.

The deadline for entry is Aug. 17. The pag-
eant will be held Saturday, Sept. 12, at Livonia
Churchill High School.

Crafters wanted

The Plymouth-Canton Music Boosters
(PCMB) is hosting its Annual Holiday Arts
and Crafts Ensemble on Saturday, Nov. 21.
Exhibitors who hand-craft their own items are
invited to submit an application to exhibit at the
fund-raising event to be held at Plymouth High
School in Canton. The juried art event is pro-
duced twice each year by the PCMB to help sup-
port the band and color guard programs at the
Plymouth-Canton Educational Park.

Articts and ecrafters who are interested in

applying for consideration to exhibit should

visit www.pemb.net/arteraft to download an
application and submit with photos by June 26
for the first wave of jurying. For more details,
contact exhibit coordinator Carol Rosati at (734)
455-0714. Only 100 exhibitors will be permit-
ted to exhibit at this artistic event. Over the last
four years, over 7,000 attendees have visited the
PCMB Arts & Craft Ensembles.

Plymouth High School is located at 8400
Beck Road in Canton, Mich. The Holiday Arts &
Craft Ensemble will be held from 9 a.m. until 4
p.m. on Nov. 21 In addition to over 100 exhibits,
there will be food, a raffle, and entertainment by
local musicians and artists throughout the day.
Admittance is $2.

Life screening

The Plymouth Community Council on Aging
hosts a Life Line Screening health event to scan
for risk of abdominal aortic aneurysm. Life
Line Screening uses hospital quality ultrasound
technology. The screening will be held Aug. 28
at the Township Friendship Station, from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Register for the stroke, vascular dis-
ease and heart rhythm package for $149. All five
screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. Call
to pre-register (888) 653-6441.

Senior Fest picnic

The annual Senior Fest Picnic will once again
be held at Waterford Bend Park on Wednesday,
Sept. 9 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tickets can be
purchased at the PCCA Office, 201 Main Street,
ticket prices are $7 for PCCA Members and $9
for guests. Lots of prizes, raffles, chicken lunch
and entertainment.

Tables are $50. Interested Vendors should call
Bobbie at (734) 453-1234, Ext. 236.
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