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Canton will host its annu-
al Hazardous Waste Round
up 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 1.9, at Canton's

, Division of Public Works
Building, located at 4847
Sheldon. This event is open
to Canton residents only.

Examples of accept-
able waste being collected
include, but are not limited
to, fluorescent light bulbs,
oil-based and latex paint,
paint thinner, turpentine,
bug sprays, floor-care prod-
ucts, expired medicine,
computers and scanners,
dry cleaning solvents, rat
poison, household batter-
ies, propane tanks, mercury
waste, antifreeze, brake
fluid, diesel fuel, kerosene,
motor oil, and acids.

Canton officials said they
will be unable to accept
commercial waste, con-
struction debris, explosives
or ammunition, fire extin-
guishers, firewood, radioac-
tive material, smoke detec-
tors, and tires.

To obtain a detailed list of
what is and is not acceptable
please call Canton Public
Works at 394-5150 or visit
www.canton-mi.org.

The fourth annual Cherry
Hill Arts Festival takes place
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 1, in the Cherry Hill
Village Downtown District.
Spend.the. afternoon stroll-
ing through local businesses,
the Village Theater, and
Canton's many historic sites,
all while enjoying art and
performances by local art-
ists.

The Cherry Hill Arts
Festival is a celebration of
all things art, and welcomes
more than 2,500 guests
annually. Musical enter-
tainment, face painting,
delicious food, en plein air
(in the open air) painting
demonstrations, educational
workshops, demonstrating
artists, artist/crafter booths,
and art-themed activities for
all ages are just a few of the
things that the festival has
to offer.

The festival is home to the
"Chalk It Up" sidewalk chalk
art contest that attracts
talented artists both locally
and regionally. This special
sidewalk chalk art contest,
presented by D & M Art
Studios, allows entrants of
all ages and skill-levels a
chance to compete for prizes.
Artists are required to check
in by 11 a.m.

For more information visit
cantonfun.org or call (734)
394-5460.
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Still got it

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Tom Strock and Marion Busa rehearse "Any Body For Tea?" They are both residents of Canton.

Ider actors find a home with over-50 troupe
BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Before Tom Strock got back into acting
five years ago, the only on-stage action he'd
seen was in high school productions of Our
Town and Time Out for Ginger.

But considering Strock is 69 years old,
the high school work came some time ago.
Still, when he went looking for something
to do a few years ago, he opted for the
grease paint and stage lights.

Now Strock is a leading man, heading
a contingent of senior actors in the new
Still Got It Players' production of Any Body
for Tea, which opens at Canton's Village
Theater at Cherry Hill later this month.

Strock is among a dozen actors, all at
least age 50, who comprise the Still Got It
Players.

"I've always admired actors," said Strock,
who first joined the Canton Senior Players
in 2004. "It seemed like quite a challenge.
I figured if I didn't get a part and it didn't
work out, well, at least I tried."

It worked out fine for Strock and the
other actors in the group, the brainchild of
54-year-old director Debbie Lannen, who
said she tired of watching play after play
without any substantive roles for senior
citizens.

Lannen, a former dance studio owner
who holds a bachelor of fine arts degree
from Wayne State University, said the Still
Got It Players gives "something to do" to
elder citizens who "aren't all ready to sit at
home."

"A lot of times there aren't a lot of parts
for the older actor," said Lannen, who
directed the premiere of the musical Father
Bingo at the Detroit Music Hall Center for
Performing Arts. "This group is focused on
finding roles for that age group."

There are a dozen actors filling 14 roles

TAKING THE STAGE

What: Still Got It Players productions of "Any
Body for Tea" and "Funeral Tea"
When: Aug. 26-27,1 p.m.; Aug. 28-29,7 p.m.;
Aug. 30,2 p.m.
Where: Village Theater at Cherry Hill in
Canton
Who: Still Got It Players features actors from
Plymouth, Canton, Redford, Garden City,
Westiand and Northville
Tickets: $15 for adults; $13 for seniors/stu-
dents under 19
Info: www.spotlightplayersmi.org or call
(734)734-480-4945

Director Debbie Lannen and set designer Michael
Burden of Redford watch a rehearsal of "Any
Body for Tea?"

in the two initial plays. The group focuses
first on its fledgling productions, both
one-act plays (the other is Funeral Tea)
designed, Lannen said, to make it easier
for the older actors to memorize lines and

Please see PLAYERS, A2

PHOTO.BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton Township engineer Anne Naszradi (left) and longtime Canton resident
Joan Lager walked along part of the Lower Rouge Recreation Trail earlier
this year. The township was recently awarded a $350,000 grant from the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources to build several foot bridges over
the Rouge River.

Canton moves
forward on
bridge project

BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A series of pedestrian
bridges connecting a five-
mile recreation trail that
weaves through Canton
Township could be in place
as early as next spring, offi-
cials said Tuesday.

The long-anticipated proj-
ect comes on the heels of a
2006 township survey cit-
ing walking trails as the No.
1 priority of residents, said
Brad Sharp, Canton's park
and facility maintenance
manager.

"It's a great project," he
said.

Seven wooden bridges, 10
feet wide, will transform
the Lower Rouge River
Recreation Trail into a seam-
less path from Canton Center
Road, near Palmer, to the
I-275/Michigan Avenue area
— allowing people to walk,
run, ride mountain bikes and
relish the township's natural
beauty.

"It is a completely natural
setting," Sharp said.

An initial phase of the
project already opened
with a trail head on Morton
Taylor north of Michigan
Avenue, but users who go
there can only use an east-
west path that stretches
about 1.5 miles.

In all, seven bridges are
needed to connect trails
from Canton Center to 1-275
and create what Sharp tout-
ed as "a regional trail system."

"We're trying to meet the
needs of the community, and
they've expressed recreation

trails as their most important
(priority)," he said.

Leisure Services Director
Ann Conklin said five bridges
could be installed this fall
and two others by next spring,
a move she said will "really
complement the nature area."

In a crucial decision
Tuesday night, the Canton
Township Board of Trustees
voted to hire Florida-based
Nature Bridges JD James
Inc. — the qualified low bid-
der to build the bridges — for
$671,654.

An earlier design phase
cost $113,519.

Much of the money comes
from outside sources. The
township already has
received approval of two
grants, one for $350,000
from the Michigan
Department of Natural
Resources and one for
$150,000 from Wayne
County.

In turn, the township has
to match the grants with
a combined $350,000, an
amount budgeted in the
township's Community
Improvement Fund.

After paying for the bridges
and the design work, offi-
cials plan to use the remain-
ing amount of $64,827 for
signage and other materials
needed for a stretch between
Canton Center and Sheldon.

The recreation trails lie
within the Wayne County-
owned Lower Rouge Parkway,
which includes nearly 300
acres of natural land within
the township.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238,
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Lt. Gov. John D. Cherry on
Sunday told a large gathering of
Sikhs in Canton they can play a
pivotal role in helping Michigan
rebound from its deep and lin-
gering economic recession.

"Michigan gains great
strength from the ethnic diver-
sity that we have," Cherry said,
in a keynote address inside the
Singh Sabha of Michigan, a Sikh
gurdwara, or temple, which
opened last April on Canton
Center Road near Geddes.

Cherry, a likely Democratic
candidate in next year's guber-
natorial race, vowed that "for
Michigan to grow strong eco-
nomically," it will need to chart
a common path by drawing on
all the talents and strengths of
its diverse population,

Michigan Lt. Gov. John Cherry (center) told a crowd at Canton's Singh Sabha oi
Michigan the state "gains great strength from the ethnic diversity that we have.:

-H

Cherry compared the state's
economy to a symbolic bus that
has run into a ditch — a bus he
said can only return to a road
of prosperity if people of all cul-
tures are on board. He lauded
the determination of Sikhs

and described himself as "so
impressed" that the two-story,
19,000-square-foot gurdwara in
which he spoke was built with
volunteers and donations.

Please see DIVERSE, hi
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Actors Lanna Coilins of Garden City (from left), Linda Trygg of Westland, Joanna McKay of Canton and Robin Hoover
of Willis rehearse "Funeral Tea."

FROM FASE Al

stage directions.
Linda Trygg of Westland

said older actors can get a bit
discouraged trying out for plays
and seeing nothing but young-
sters getting the roles.

"Half the time you go to
rehearsals and you see a bunch
of 20-year-olds," Trygg said.
'You know you can't compete
with that."

That's because actors over
50 are in the fourth stage of
what he says are five stages of
an acting career, according to
Michael Burden of Redford,
the set designer for Still Got It's
production.

"First is, 'Who's Michael?'
followed by 'Get me Michael!'"
Burden said, smiling. "The third
stage is 'Get me a Michael type,'
followed by 'Get me a YOUNG
Michael' and then, 'Who's
Michael?' again."

So far, the group is having fun
with the production. The two
plays — Anybody for Tea? by
C.B. Gilford and Funeral Tea by
Pat Wilson — put the focus on
a couple of different groups of
ladies.

"In Anybody for Tea? is a
wonderful group of elderly

Still Got It Players actors Marion Busa of Canton, Tom Strock of Canton, and
Lanna Collins of Garden City rehearse "Any Body For Tea?"

ladies dying to meet the hand-
some detective across the
street, and the lengths they go
to meet him are hilarious and
quite unexpected," Lannen
said. "Funeral Tea introduces
us to a different group of
eccentric ladies faced with the
dilemma and privilege of find-
ing the perfect resting place
for a favorite uncle."

Robin Hoover, 50, of Willis,
Mich., (between Belleville
and Ann Arbor) joined the
Spotlight Players for their pro-
duction of Pajama Game, the
first acting experience of her
life. Being a part of the Still
Got It Players fulfills a lifelong
wish.

"I always wanted to act, but

I was the youngest of 11 chil-
dren, so there was never time,"
Hoover said. "When I turned
501 said, I'm doing it.' My
kids thought I was crazy, but I
didn't care!"

Lannen, the veteran direc-
tor, is glad to see her dozen
actors having fun.

"They seem to be enjoying
it," she said. "They're volun-
teering to do things, bringing
in props from home, things
like that. They're excited when
they get here."

She stops and smiles.
"It's a new activity," she

added. "It gives us something
to do besides bingo."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com (313) 222-8899

BY DARRELLCLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton Township, slated to receive nearly $2.2
million in federal dollars to help families buy
foreclosed homes, has hired an outside agency
to administer a program that has fueled contro-
versy.

In a 6-1 decision Tuesday evening, town-
ship trustees hired the Wayne Metropolitan
Community Action Agency, which already is
helping cities such as Lincoln Park. Local offi-
cials, who lack the resources to administer the
program, still will monitor it yet relinquish key
responsibilities.

The grant — part of a massive, federal
Neighborhood Stabilization Program — allows
communities to buy foreclosed or abandoned
homes, hire contractors for repairs, place them
on the market and potentially offer assistance
O V t V A l <t*O V4.VS V* XX. U/'LHiJ XXX**/XX\/\J •

"We can't make a profit on the homes," town-
ship Finance Director Rick Eva said, and even
the Wayne Metropolitan Community Action
Agency and contractors are limited on what they
can earn.

Talks among township leaders Tuesday indi-
cated that 15 homes could potentially get new
owners, although officials conceded it was only
an estimate. They are hopeful of finding families
for homes considered neighborhood eyesores.

Trustee Pat Williams cast the lone dissent-
ing vote against the plan, saying too few people

will benefit from it and questioning whether
the program is a wise use of tax dollars. He said
he might be more supportive if it put foreclosed
families back in their former homes.

"I've had a lot of heartache with this," he said.
Other trustees, though in some cases philo-

sophically opposed to the program, said the
money will likely get used, so Canton might as
well benefit. Trustee John Anthony held out-hope
that empty homes will once again house families.

"I like the fact that there's a possibility of turn-
ing them around," he said.

Trustee Todd Caccamo voiced some concern
about such federal programs, but he said "abso-
lutely it's going to help some people, and that's
what we're about."

Township officials will have to commit the
money within an 18-month period and spend it
within four years. Families who benefit will have
to receive budget counseling.

The r>ro<yram has certain income °nidelines.
Township Treasurer Melissa McLaughlin said 25
percent of the homes, for example, will be sold to
a family of four earning less than $34,950 a year,
while 75 percent of houses will go to similar-
sized families making up to $83,900.

Finance Director Rick Eva said the program
will not be focused on expensive homes, but
affordable ones.

"We're not going to be buying any $300,000
homes," he said.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

The Singh Sabha of Michigan, a Sikh gurdwara, or temple, opened last April on Canton Center Road near Geddes.
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Cherry joined other town-
ship, county, regional and
state officials for a Sunday
afternoon religious ceremony
including Sikh music, prayers,
customs and culture. Sikh
means disciple or learner,
and Sikhism is founded on
the 15th-Century teachings of
Guru Nanak and 10 successive
gurus. It teaches of one God,
equality, hard work, medita-
tion, tolerance, religious inclu-
sion and other beliefs.

"Anyone is welcome,"
said Singh Sabha member
Rani Mahal, who organized
Sunday's event.

Some Sikhs said Sunday
they have struggled to be
understood since they were
mistakenly associated with
the 9/11 terrorists. They also
said many people simply aren't
aware of customs, such as men

wearing long hair, beards and
turbans as a form of religious
attire.

Singh Sabha in Canton is
part of the world's fifth-largest
religion, and it draws people
from all of western Wayne
County and much farther
away, Mahal said.

Before introducing Cherry,
S. TejKiran Singh, a Ford
Motor Co. senior engineer
and one of the gurdwara's
conflict resolution committee
members, said Sikhs number
26 million worldwide and
500,000 in the United States.
He said they represent many
professions and are committed
to hard work.

Singh asked government
officials attending Sunday's
ceremony to do what they can
to halt the practice of deny-
ing Sikhs from wearing their
religious attire and serving in
the U.S. Army. Singh told the
crowd Sikhs have "a passion
to defend" a country many of
them chose, and where many

were born.
Singh also called on govern-

ment leaders to help fight the
oppression of Sikh youngsters
in schools, where they are
often bullied because they are
perceived as different.

Moreover, he said the Sikh
community, as Cherry suggest-
ed, can help. Michigan fight its
economic woes. He said many
Sikhs chose to live in Michigan
because of its natural beauty
and its diversity.

"We love Michigan," Singh
said. "We chose it as our
home."

Jagdeep Singh, an executive
committee member of Singh
Sabha, called Sunday's event
one of the gurdwara's biggest
attempts yet to reach out to
political leaders.

"This is (one of) the first
times we have invited our
political representation" from
the state, county, courts and
the township, he said.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Barefoot auditions
Plymouth-based Barefoot

Productions conducts auditions for its
production of "Mister Roberts," 7-9
p.m. Aug. 3-4.

Auditions take place at the former
Walker-Buzenberg furniture store the
production company now calls home
at 240 N. Main in Plymouth. Roles are
available for 19 men and one woman.

For more information, call Craig
Hane, (734) 582-9688.

BLOCK open house
The B.L.O.C.K. Youth and Teen

Center, part of Canton Leisure
Services, hosts an open house 6-8
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 18. The event will
showcase all of the upcoming fall pro-
gramming and afterschool options.

Parents and their teens, ages 11-
17, are welcome to tour the facilities
and enjoy all the activities that The
B.L.O.C.K. has to offer. Besides the
homework and study area this youth
and teen center has many entertain-
ment options including: Rock Band,
Guitar Hero, Nintendo Wii, a com-
puter lab with internet, pool tables, air
hockey, foosball and a big screen TV.
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B.L.O.C.K.'s upcoming programs will
also be available at the open house.
With the After School Program,
students are picked up from their
school and transported by staff to
the BLOCK where they can do their
homework and spend free time with
their friends.

A B.L.O.C.K. Membership allows
teens unlimited access to the facil-
ity. Teen Night Out gives students a
supervised field trip, away from their
parents, while the BLOCK-In allows
teens to spend a fun-filled all-nighter
with their friends at The B.L.O.C.K.

The B.L.O.C.K. stands for Building
Leaders Out Of Canton's Kids and is
a place where kids can spend quality
time in a safe, secure, and supervised
environment. For more information
on all of the teen programs Canton
Leisure Services has too offer, visit
cantonfun.org or call (734) 398-5570.

Orchestra auditions
The Celebration Youth Orchestras,

the youth ensembles supported by the
Plymouth Canton Symphony Society,

.J

Planetdance from Canton recently attended the Starpower National Talent Competition in Ocean City, Md., which featured thousands of
dancers doing 1,300 routines during the week. The team traveled with 80 dancers to Maryland. The last day of the competition was the
"Battle of the Stars" where they picked the top 80 routines to come back to the stage and re-compete. Planetdance was honored to have
six routines make it to the Battle of the Stars. The competition also picked four dancers for a full scholarship to the dance convention
"Wild," among them Aiyson Fryz of Canton and planetdance. Planetdance is currently moving locations to Cherry Hill and Sheldon. Check out
the studio's Web site at planetdancestudio.com for the summer schedule.

conduct auditions for next season
Aug. 14 at Evola Music in Canton.

The four ensembles of the Youth
Orchestra include Celebration Youth
Symphony for advanced students in
winds, brass, percussion and strings;
Celebration Flute Choir for to inter-
mediate and advanced flute students,
which in addition to playing on CYO
concerts also performs for a variety
of events throughout the community;
Celebration Sinfonia for intermedi-
ate-level string students who are
ready for more challenging repertoire
and wish to continue building ensem-
ble skills; and Celebration Strings for
younger string players who wish to
learn ensemble playing skills such as

playing in a section and listening and
following a conductor.

More audition information can be
found on-line at www.celebrationy-
outhorchestras.org

Three local comedians - Gary
George, Dave Bell and Mike Malec
- will perform at the second annual
Plymouth High School Football
Boosters Club Comedy Fund-raiser,
at the beautiful Cherry Hill Village
Theater in Canton.

This evening of laughs takes place
Aug. 8. The show begins at 7:30 p.m.
with doors opening at 7- This event
is general admission and tickets are

$15. Proceeds from this show will
help provide needed funds to the
Plymouth Football Program.

Tickets are limited and can be pur-
chased at the Theater Box Office or
on-line.

Pageant volunteers
The Plymouth-Canton Junior Miss

Scholarship Program is in need of
volunteers to help out with this year's
program.

Organizers' goal is to make the
event bigger and better, and say the
only way to do that is with volunteers.

Anyone interested should send an e-
mail to pcjrmiss@yahoo.com. All vol-
unteers are welcome and appreciated.

Pageant time
Applications are now being accept-

ed for the 2009 Miss Wayne County
Scholarship Pageant, an official Miss
America preliminary. Young women
who live, work full time, or attend
school full time in Wayne County and
are between the ages 17 and 24 are
eligible.

Areas of competition include
and interview, lifestyle and fitness
in swimsuit, evening gown, talent
and on-stage question. The win-
ner will represent Wayne County at
the 2010 Miss Michigan pageant in
Muskegon as well as receive a cash
scholarship.

Call (734) 367-0560 or send an
e-mail to sheilamaell6@aol.com to
request an application. They also can
be found on the Miss Wayne County
Web site at www.misswayneco.com.

The deadline for entry is Aug. 17-
The pageant will be held Saturday,
Sept. 12, at Livonia Churchill High
School.

Golf outing
Each year the Canton Chamber

of Commerce hosts an annual Golf
On+incr "PKic vt»nr f\\e* cinccir1 wi l l tnlrA

place on Tuesday, Aug. 19, at Pheasant
Run Golf Club of Canton. This event
is open to the public, and there are
various packages available for pur-
chase.

Golf for Four Package, $550-
Includes golf with cart for four, con-
tinental breakfast, lunch at the turn,
beverages on the course, Buffet din-
ner, prizes, gift package and more!

Golf for Four Sponsorship Package,
$650- Includes golf for four with cart
and a Tee or Green Sponsorship, con-
tinental breakfast, lunch at the turn,
beverages on the course, Buffet din-
ner, prizes, gift package, signage at
the course, recognition at the dinner,
and a plaque.

Individual Golf, $150- Includes
golf with cart, continental breakfast,
lunch at the turn, beverages on the
course, Buffet dinner, prizes, gift
package, and more!

Dinner Only, $35. Tee and Green
sponsorships are available and afford-
able. If you are interested in pur-
chasing a sponsorship, contact the
Chamber at (734) 453-4040.

'with all qualifying projects - ask if your project qualifies - 734-737-1
www.djmaltese.com
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Counterfeit bill doesn't fool anyone

CANTON PUBLIC SAFETY

The Canton Emergency Management Division is responsible for providing a number of services to the community
during natural, technical and human-related hazards.

Team prepared to handle disasters
As with all communities in Michigan, Canton

is subject to natural, technical and human-
related hazards. These hazards have the poten-
tial to threaten life, health and safety, as well
as impact the quality of life, property, environ-
ment and infrastructure.

The Canton Emergency Management
Division is responsible for providing a number
of services to the community including:

• Emergency planning to effectively prepare
for, mitigate for, respond to, and recover from
large scale emergencies and disasters.

• Maintain an emergency operations center
that can be activated 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week to serve as a central location for direction
and control of an incident.

9 Maintain databases to procure needed
resources in an emergency.

• Coordination of public education campaigns
to prepare the public for emergency events.

• Provide emergency public information to
the public in an emergency.

• Coordinate with volunteer organizations to
provide severe weather response.

• Maintain and operate a township-wide
early warning siren system comprised of 14
outdoor sirens to warn the public of emergency
events.

Whether you are a resident, public official,
Canton employee or businessperson, your com-
mitment to teamwork and participation is
important when handling any emergency situ-
ation. Everyone in the community has a role to
play in making the outcome a success. Team
together before the next disaster occurs. This
would be an excellent opportunity to meet your
neighbors and work with your neighborhood
association to help each other in planning for
emergency situations.

If an event should occur, stay tuned to your
local radio, television and cable channel, and
read the local paper for additional updates,
information and upcoming public meetings.
We will also post important information on
Canton's home Web page, www.canton-mi.org

Please consider the preparedness sugges-
tions and recommendations contained on our
Web site and take action, beginning with your
own household. Most of the information con-
tained on this Web site can be downloaded or is
available in pamphlet form from the Office of
Emergency Management. Call (734) 394-5357
if you would like this information sent to your
home or business.

(Story courtesy Canton Township Police Department)

A man failed in his attempt to pass a coun-
terfeit $20 bill at the McDonald's restaurant on
Michigan Avenue east of Lotz.

The incident happened about 7:30 a.m.
Saturday.

An employee told police the man tried to buy
food but she discovered the $20 bill was fake.
She said she told him it wasn't real and that he
became nervous and asked to see it.

The employee refused to give the bill back
and told the customer she was calling police.
She said he quickly left the restaurant and
entered what she described as a white or silver
Chrysler Pacifica.

Forced entry
Police went to an anartitient on Brooke Pnrk-

south of Joy and west of 1-275, after a woman
said she returned from work about 8:15 a.m.
Monday to find her front door had been forced
open.

She found a safe box was missing from a
front closet, and she said it contained a loaded
handgun, $5,000 in cash and property belong-
ing to her late father, including a Rolex watch,
a wedding band, other gold jewelry and a birth
certificate.

She also told police a laptop computer was
taken from her bedroom.

Kohl's caper
Canton police nabbed three suspects accused

of trying to steal merchandise Monday after-
noon from the Kohl's store on Ford near
Sheldon.

A loss prevention employee said two females
and one male entered the store, selected various
pairs of jeans, put them in a cart and headed
out the exit.

The employee identified himself, but the
suspects fled, got into a Ford Taurus and drove-
west on Ford Road, where police stopped them.

Assault charge
Police arrested a man on an assault charge

after investigating an ongoing dispute between
him and another man.

The alleged victim told police that the suspect
had been stalking him and harassing him for a
few weeks after they had an earlier altercation.
They attend the same church.

The alleged victim told police he was being
followed home Saturday night when his fol-
lower pulled in front of his car near Ayshire

\' 1 Palmer Rd ' i 1*1 / \

and Hampshire, west of Haggerty and north of
Palmer.

The alleged victim said the man, accompa-
nied by his son, approached him and hit him
on the arm with what was described as a black
rod.

The suspect told police that it was the other
man who had been causing problems. Police
were continuing their investigation.

Home invasion
A woman told police someone entered her

home on Vistas Circle, west of Beck and south
of Cherry Hill, prior to 5:15 p.m. July 17 and
took personal papers she had placed in a folder
next to her desk. She also said jewelry was
taken from her bedroom.

The woman told police there were no signs of
forced entry, and she believed the intruder may
have accessed her home through a garage door.

Warehouse break-in
A security guard at Yazaki, a business on

Haggerty north of Ford, told police some-
one broke into a warehouse between 2 a.m.
Saturday and 8 a.m. Monday.

The guard told police the intruder cut several
large copper wires to disable an alarm system.
He said nothing appeared to be missing.

Compiled by Darrell Clem from Canton Police Department
reports.
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Downtown

SPONSORED BY THE NORTHVILLE

Otto, "Heat *&ocaUo*t ut

South Lyonl
PERSONALIZED HEARING CARE

is excited to announce the opening of our
new office in South Lyon! .

Now THE SAME EXPERT CLINICAL EXPERIENCE AND PERSONALIZED
PATIENT CARE IS AVAILABLE IN T ^ O LOCATIONS:

South Lyon Westlaed
321 Pettibone Ave.s Suite 105 35337 West Warren Rd.

248-437-5505 734-467-5100

Anne Barlow, M A Karissa Jagacki, Au.D. Kim Carnicom, M A

Specializing In: . ' . •
Comprehensive hearing tests & hearing aids

for over 18 years

We provide a complete line of hearing aids
for every lifestyle & budget

Mention this special offer and receive J'Accept^J^
a complimentary consultation or a ^ New

FREE clean & check

^r
PERSONALIZED
HEARING CARE, inc.
Audiology and Hearing Aids

321 Pettibone Avenue, Suite 105 • South Lyon, Ml 48187
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Understand the document you're signing

Money Matters

Shave read many articles about
the federal stimulus plan
passed a number of months

ago. I'll leave it to others to deter-
mine if it is working. However,
there is one item regarding the

stimulus pack-
age I would like
to address. It
appears that
many of our
elected rep-
resentatives
never read the
legislation and
are confused
as to what is in

Rick Bloom the plan. I raise

criticize law-
makers but to remind everyone
that when you sign a document
you must take responsibility.

In our society, it seems we are
always signing a host of docu-
ments. Whether it's picking up
Prescription medication visitin*^
the doctor or meeting with a
financial adviser, there's always
documents to sign.

Unfortunately, most people
have no idea what is in these doc-
uments. They assume the docu-
ment is standard and that others
have reviewed it. People sign up
for charge card deals or deferred
payment plan gimmicks from
retailers without reading the fine
print. They assume that there is
some type of government regu-
lation protecting them. Many

Music In the Park
* Here's the remaining sched-

ule for the weekly Music in the
Park concert schedule, hosted
by the Plymouth Community
Arts Council:

• Aug. 5, Barbara Bailey
Hutchinson

• Aug. 12, Guy Louis and his
Chautauqua Express

• Aug. 19, The Cats & the
Fiddler

All concerts start at noon
in Kellogg Park in down-
town Plymouth. Sponsors
include the Carl and Isabelle
Schultz Family, The Wilcox
Foundation, Huron Valley
Ambulance, Monroe Bank &

people who obtained mortgages
failed to understand what they
were signing and we can see how
much government regulations
protected them.

I recognize that many of
these documents are difficult to
understand. It seems that they
are written by lawyers for law-
yers.

What is the answer? Just sign
something and hope for the
best or try to understand what
is involved? Obviously, certain
documents have more serious
ramifications than others. For
example, the largest purchase or
debt most of us will ever make
is a home/mortgage. I highly
recommend before signing these
documents — which have a
major financial impact on your
life — that you understand it
completely. If that means, and in
most cases it does, that you seek
professional help, so be it.

However, it is not practical to
have every document that you
sign reviewed by a professional.
But you should read the docu-
ment and if you don't understand
it, ask questions.

Whenever you sign what
looks like a standard document
— often blank spaces or boxes to
check based upon your individ-
ual situation — review all items
for accuracy.

There may be times when you
disagree with the document that
you are signing but believe you

ON STAGE
Trust, Rotary Club of Plymouth
A.M., Dr. Brian Brackney,
Bacinski's Best Friends
of Learning Institute and
Lodging by the Month.

Music in the Air
Here's the remaining sched-

ule for the Friday night "Music
in the Air" concert series, host-
ed by the Plymouth Downtown
Development Authority and
sponsored by Blue Cross/Blue
Shield:

• July 31, Gia Warner
9 Aug. 7, The Bluescasters
• Aug. 14, The Kris K Band
• Aug. 21, The Randy Brock

Group
• Aug. 28, Mass Transit

have no other alternative. Don't
be afraid to ask if you can make
a change in the document to
suit your needs or see if there is
another option.

If you find yourself between
a rock and a proverbial hard
place, you obviously have to
make a tough decision. However,
in today's world you may be
surprised that you have more
options than you thought.

It would be nice if in run-
ning the country's business our
legislators took the time to read
and understand everything
that they are signing. Maybe it's
impractical. I don't know. What
I do know is that when it comes
to running our family business,
we have to take the responsibility
to understand the consequences
of each and every document we
sign.

This is a complex and ever-
changing world we live in and
+KA crnvPTOmont rlngc nnt Ka^rp

the resources to protect us. Yes,
the government does provide
some protection, but it's not
enough. We must be involved in
the process and take time to read
a document before signing it.
Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at www.
bloomassetmanagement.com.

A fce« K-6 Mpntessori
Education is Available

to Your Children

MONTESSORI

Gia Warner takes the
stage Friday at 7 p.m.
in Kellogg Park.

• Sept.
4, Lady
Sunshine
and the X
Band

The con-
certs take
place in
downtown
Plymouth's
Kellogg
Park and
start at 7
p.m.

Community Band
The Plymouth Community

Band, headed by longtime lead-
er Carl Battishill, plays Kellogg
Park every Thursday at 8 p.m.

AMA is a charter school, funded by the state, offering a quality
education focused on helping students reach their full potential
and building awareness of respect for community and environment.

Students enjoy unique learning activities and individualized
attention, fostering a life-long desire to learn and be successful.

Check Us Out!

tee Gream Social
Ope*1 Hiiise

Visit our classrooms
Meet our staff
Learn about Montessori
teaching methods
Ask questions of our
students' parents

For more information, call 734-525-7100
or visit www.montessoiriacademy.iis.

14800 Middlebelt Rd., Livonia, Ml 48154 • South of Five Mile Rd.

Expert Care Close to H
Same or Next Day Appointments Available

Alberto Aviles, M.D.
Plastic Surgeon
5641 W. Maple Road
West Bloomfield
26850'Providence Pkwy
Ste 250
Novi
Phone: 248-538-3020
www.dralbertoaviles.com

Fellowship-trained hand and reconstructive
plastic surgeon experienced in a wide range
of surgical and microsurgical services
including: advanced techniques for breast reconstruction and
enhancement, surgical correction for hand and wrist problems, body
contouring procedures such as abdominoplasty and liposuction and
procedures to rejuvenate and enhance facial appearance.

Robert Zaid, D.O.
Family Medicine
PrimeCare of Novi
39555 W. 10 Mile Road
Ste 302
Novi
Phone: 248-426-7200
www.primecareofmi.com

Passionate about developing relationships
with his patients and values friendly, open
communication. Dr. Zaid provides complete
care for the entire family with special interest
in childhood asthma, dermatology, diabetes
manipulation.

and osteopathic

Kelly Burke, M.D.
Obstetrics & Gynecology
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 315
Novi
Phone: 248-465-4340
www.yourobgyns.com

Committed to listening to patient
concerns Dr. Burke provides the
highest quality care for women of
all generations. A background in
social work and medicine blends to provide compassionate
obstetrical and gynecological care with a special focus on
adolescent gynecology and minimally invasive surgery.

A. Damadi, M.D.
Colorectal Surgeon
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 425
Novi
22250 Providence Dr.
Ste 702
Southfield
Phone: 248-557-9650

Specialized in colonoscopy,
cancer screenings, minimally
invasive management of diverticulitis, colorectal cancer
and treatment of hemorrhoids.

Todd Frash, M.D.
Orthopaedic Surgeon
,26750 Providence Pkwy
Ste 200
Novi
22250 Providence Drive
Ste 401
SouthfieSd
Phone:248-349-7015
www.porrettacenter.com

Fellowship trained in sports
medicine and orthopaedic surgery. Coordinates care with
other physicians, physical therapists, and athletic trainers.
Specializes in arthroscopic surgery, knee replacements,
cartilage restoration, rotator cuff repair, knee ligament
reconstruction, tennis eibow and other sports related injuries.

Madhuri Gudipaty, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
26850 Providence Pkwy
Ste 500
Novi
Phone: 248-662-4388
www.womensdocs.com

Dedicated to providing comprehensive
women's health care including pregnancy,
child birth, menstrual problems and
menopause management with an emphasis
on wellness through annual physicals, pap smears, breast exams, and
preventive medicine.

Susan Lyons, M.D., Ph.D.
Oncology and Hematology
47601 Grand River 2 South
Novi
Phone: 248-344-2000
22301 Foster Winter Drive
Ste 200
Southfield
Phone: 248-552-0620
www.newlandmedical.com

Dedicated to providing optimal, state of the
art and progressive care for cancer and hematologic conditions.
Combines vast research and clinical experience to provide maximal
benefit for her patients while focusing on quality of life.


