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Neighbors, BS

Kids rock out at annual day canip

CONNECTION
SITE award

The Society of Insurance Trainers
and Educators (SITE) recently
bestowed its Henry C. Drewes Loyalty
Award on Plymouth-Canton Schools
Trustee John Jackson. The award was
presented at the group’s annual con-
ference in Albuquerque, N.M.

The Loyalty Award is the high-
est and most prestigious among
the SITE awards. It is given to
someone who has demonstrated
strong commitment to SITE,
worked to
strength-
en SITE
asan
organiza-
tion and
| has rep-
resented
SITE in
| a positive
manner,
contrib-

! uting to

SITE’s

purpose

SITE president Sandra
Masters presents the award
to Plymouth-Canton Schools and mis-

sion. The
award is
named after Hank C. Drewes, the
first SITE executive director.

SITE is a membership organiza-
tion of more than 900 training pro-
fessionals in the insurance industry.
SITE members are mostly within
the property/casualty industry but
also include many training ser-
vices providers. The membership
inchudes those involved in training,
human resources, instructional
design and development, perfor-
mance consulting, technical skills
training and continuing profes-
sional education.

Caccamo cotiee

Canton Township Trustee Todd
Caccamo hosts a “Caccamo Coffee”
today (Sunday) at noon at Swirls Cafe
{42480 Cherry Hill, just west of Lilley).

Constituents can enjoy a cup of
coffee and share Canton issues,
concerns and suggestions.

“This has been a great way to
keep local government focused on
what’s important to maintaining a
vibrant community,” Caccamo said.
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For the dogs

Music and wine-lovers (21 and
over) aré invited to an outdoor ampli-
fied wine tasting event at the Cady-
Boyer Barn Friday, July 31, 2009 to
benefit the Canton Dog Park.

The event, presented by Rock
‘n Roll Wine, runs 7-10 p.m. at
Preservation Park (formerly known
as the Bartlett-Travis House prop-
erty), 500 N. Ridge Road in Canton.
Proceeds from this fund-raising
event will go toward the construction
of a three-acre Canton Dog Park.

The cost to attend this event is
$35 in advance and $40 on the day
of the event. To purchase tickets in
advance, visit http://www.rnrwine.
com/dogparkevent.htm! and click
the RSVP button or call David
Hammond at (734) 862-1928.

trustee John Jackson.
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Canton’s Farmers Market takes place Sundays at the Bartlett-Travis house, now known as Preservation Park.

Locals sow be

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Lo-ca-vore (n): Someone who eats
locally.

QXK. s0 it’s not an actual entry in -
Webster's dictivnary, but it is the way
Jeanine Gillikin describes herself. It’s
also the reason she shops frequently at
the Canton Farmers Market.

Gillikin, who traveled to the market
Sunday with her son Sean, said her
primary goal is to support local farm-

*ers and other producers.

“I want to eat most of my food from
local sources,” said Gillikin, who
works at the Canton Public Library.
“I really believe it’s going to help our
local economy. Besides, you can't get
(food) any fresher.”

It's the main attraction of the
Farmers Market, which is open
Sundays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. from the
end of April through the end of
October. The market only allows
Michigan artisans and producers,
who are allowed to sell (among other
things) raw agricultural products like

Please see MARKET, A2

GOING TO MARKET y

» What: Canton Farmers Market

e Where: Preservation Park (the old
Bartlett-Travis property), 500 N. Ridge

* When: Sundays, 10 a.m.to 2 p.m.

= Featuring: Crafts, flowers, produce,
art, clothing and other items

= Details: For information on the market, call
Canton Leisure Services, (734) 398-5570

value

nefits of popular attraction

Marie McGowan arranges peaches from Kapnick Orchards.

S&P hikes

Canton’s
bond ratin

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

In a decision that’s ultimately good
for Canton taxpayers, the township
has been assigned a higher bond rat-~
ing by Standard and Poor’s — one of

the world’s leading providers of inde-

pendent credit ratings.

Canton, due to its healthy financial
position, fairly resilient economy,
relatively low debt burden and
access to places like the University of
Michigan, has been upgraded from
an AA rating to an AA—plus in a new
S&P report.

That may seem like insider jargon,
but township Finance Director Rick
Eva said it can have a tangible effect
because Canton is viewed favorably -
by investors and can secure a lower |
interest rate, should it need to bor-

. row money for future projects.

“When we go out to borrow money,

the investor is going to look at com- .
munitjes that are positioned well and
that have a good bond rating,” Eva
said.

S&P’s new rating; whlch comes
on the heels of similarly favorable
grades by Moody’s Investors Service
and Fitch Ratings, sends a message
that “Canton Township is an. excél—
lent place to invest your money, " Eva
said.”.

Ultlmately, that means township
government, should it need to take
on high-cost projects, would benefit
from a lower interest rate and, there-
fore, could spend fewer taxpayer
dollars. ;

“That’s good news, for sure,” town-
ship Supervisor Phil LaJoy has said.

S&P recently upgraded bond
ratings for 88 communities in
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois,
Wisconsin, Ohio and Missouri.
Canton was one of two municipali-
ties that moved from an’ AA rating to
an AA-plus, although Ottawa Hills
Village in Chio actually was upgrad-
ed to an enviable AAA rating,

- Some municipalities already had
achieved the high ratings prior to
S&P’s decision to upgrade certain
communities. Nevertheless, Canton’s
boost placed the township in a favor-
able light, particularly since it is
located in a state reeling from eco-
nomic woes and the nation’s highest
unemployment rate.

The latest financial news comes
after an outside auditing firm, Plante
& Moran, gave Canton high marks
in June for the latest audit report,
which showed the township’s unallo-
cated budget surplus had risen from
$2.8 million to nearly $7.4 million
from 2005 to 2008.

Even so, township officials have
acknowledged the township’s financial
outlook will be more difficult in com-
ing years, as the effects of a lirigering
economic recession trickle down.
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BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

For Canton motorists, the process of getting a
trattic ticket just got taster.

Township police officers have started using
their in-car laptop computers to write electronic
traffic tickets that get downloaded at 35th District

Court, a move that saves time and eases the work-
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(866) 887-2737
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w /’

load for clerical emplovees.

Officers still print oul paper tickets for motor-
ists, but police Lt. Scott Hilden said the new
e-ticket system improves efficiency and can save
money by streamlining record-keeping functions.

“It saves a lot of time,” he said.

Township patrol cars, which number around
25, have been equipped with the new technology

in cooperation with district court and CLEMIS
(Courts and Law Enforcement Management

L I il

8

Information System), a multi-faceted regional law
enforcement information network.

Motorists also no longer will have to try to deci-
pher an officer’s handwriting on tickets.

Ticket information entered on police laptop

lology makes traffic tickets ‘Easier

Ticket information entered on police laptop

computers gets sent electronically to 35th District

Court and the CLEMIS database - eliminating
data-entry duties, allowing law enforcement

administrators to evaluate officers’ productivity
and making it easier to analyze traffic enforcement

trends and programs.

computers gets sent electronically to 35th District
Court and the CLEMIS database — eliminat-

ing data-entry duties, allowing law enforcement
administrators to evaluate officers’ productivity
and making it easier to analyze traffic enforce-

ment trends and programs.

According to township officials, the new, com-

puterized ticket system eventually will allow

offenders to pay their e-tickets online, once an
e-commerce system also created by CLEMIS is

implemented.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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fruits, vegetables, grains and
flowers, and non-food items
such as clothing, jewelry, pho-
tographs, woodwork, candles
and pottery. Vendors can buy
full-season passes or goona
daily basis.

The local items are what
draw the hundreds of buyers
who flood the market, located
at Preservation Park (the old
Bartlett-Travis property) on
Ridge Road.

It’s the huge crowds that-
prompted Laura Provenzano,
owner of Le Cocoa Bean in
Canton, to start coming every
week to pass out fliers. While
she also comes “to buy things
and support our local busi-
nesses,” she said the Farmers
Market has been a boost to her
business.

“It’s been good for us,” said
Provenzano, who opened
Le Cocoa Bean some eight
months ago. “There are so
many locals who come here.
(Le Cocoa Bean) is not some-
thing that’s on Ford Road.
People need to be looking at
Cherry Hill. It's quaint, and it’s
not as busy.”

Colleen Brumley, who lives
in Novi and works in Canton,
was on her way to Eastern
Michigan University to take
her daughter to a swim meet
when she stopped by the mar-
ket. Seems her family had fin-
ished off its fruit supplies, and
she was there to replenish.

“We ate all our fruit this
morning,” she said, laughing.
“I knew (Canton) had a market

.. we wanted to buy local and
support our farmers.”

Mona Nasser, co-owner
of Canton Center Bakery,
agreed the Canton Farmers
Market has helped her
business, though she said
people who shop for chef
Ray Abdulkarim’s goodies at
the market might not neces-
sarily be stopping in at the
store. But attendance at the
market — where there’s no
competition for Canton Center
Bakery’s Middle Eastern and
Mediterranean cuisine — has
heightened awareness of the

store,

wne

“It makes people more
familiar with us,” Nasser said.
“Idon’t think anyone else is
selling Middle Eastern or
Mediterranean food.”

Kathy Sansonetti, who owns
Sansonetti Gourmet Foods in

BILL BRESLER | perps PHOTOGRAPHER
Pam Rensi and daughter Juha shop at the farmer’s market in Canton.

Holly, treks to “qui_te a few”
farmers markets around the
area, including Clarkston, Ann
Arbor and Rochester. She said
she’d never heard of Canton’s
until she joined it:

“This is a market we didn’t
know anything about,”
Sansonetti said. “I love the
atmosphere, the ruralness of

FALL REGISTRATION

-Every Tuesday & Thursday

TDC

it. The ambience is very pleas-
ant, the people are so nice. It
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p.m. does really well for us.”

Friday fire does

minimal

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton firefighters doused a
Friday morning fire that start-
ed while a child’s motorized
riding toy was being recharged
in a garage. :

The incident happened
shortly before 9:30 a.m. on
Belvedere Court, near Beck
and Cherry Hill, causing
minor smoke damage to the
home and some fire damage to
a vehicle.

Fire Chief Michael
Rorabacher said a smoke
alarm alerted residents, who
safely got out of the home and
called 911 for help.

Firefighters saw smoke
coming from the garage when
they arrived, and they entered
through a service door to
extinguish the fire.

Reached at his office,
Rorabacher offered advice
~— though not specific to this

damage

incident — about motorized
riding toys that have become
increasingly popular with chil-
dren.

Rorabacher advised parents
to make sure batteries are in
good working order, and he
warned against overcharging
the riding toys.

He also said it’s a good
idea, when possible, to keep
watch on motorized toys that
are charging, although he

-acknowledged it’s difficult to

be constantly vigilant — espe-
cially considering how often
the toys need recharging dur-
ing summer months.

“These toys tend to be

_ handed down a lot because the

kids just don't wear them out,”
Rorabacher said.

As always, the fire chief also
urged residents to ensure their
smoke alarms are in working
order.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

Judge orders
pizzeria reopened

Pizza Sicily has the go-ahead
to be in business — again.
Owner Kal Aranki, who had
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been locked out Wednesday
during a dispute with his -
landlord over unpaid rent, got
his keys back Friday morning
after getting a favorable ruling
in 35th District Court.

Aranki was working to get
his business open again over the

- weekend in the Willow Creek

Plaza on Ford east of Lilley.
The two sides are expected

to return to court on Aug. 5 as

their legal clash continues.
Aranki has conceded he owes

several thousand dollars, but

he is hoping to have time to get

caught up. He has long been

behind on his sublease paymeﬁts,

and his problems mounted in
June after a heart attack forced
him to close down for eight days.

The company that leases
space to him has said it has
given him ample opportunity
to pay his debts.

14707 Northville Road
Plymouth, MI 48170
734-453-2600

www.seniorvillages.com ¢ A Senior Village Community
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Arts festival

The fourth annual Cherry
Hill Arts Festival takes place
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 1, in the Cherry Hill
Village Downtown District.
Spend the afternoon strolling
through local businesses, the
Village Theater, and Canton’s
many historic sites, all while
enjoying art and performances
by local artists.

The Cherry Hill Arts
Festival is a celebration of
all things art, and welcomes
more than 2,500 guests annu-
ally. Musical entertainment,
face painting, delicious food,
en plein air (in the open air)
painting demonstrations, edu-
cational workshops, demon-
strating artists, artist/crafter
booths, and art-themed activi-
ties for all ages are just a few
of the things that the festival
has to offer. )

The festival is home to the
“Chalk It Up” sidewalk chalk
art contest that attracts tal-
ented artists both locally and
regionally. This special side-
walk chalk art contest, pre-
sented by D & M Art Studios,
allows entrants of all ages and
skill-levels a chance to com-
pete for prizes. Artists are
required to check in by 11 a.m.
Registration fee for Adults 13
and up is $15 and children 12
and under can register for $5.

Performing on the Cherry
Hill Arts Festival Stage will be

. the Tabasco Cats (a division of

the Canton Concert Band), as
well as Central City Dance and
Celebration Youth Orchestra.
In addition, Spotlight in a
Trunk (Spotlight Players) will
present Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs.

For more information visit
cantonfun.org or call (734)
394-5460.

Orchestra auditions

The Celebration Youth
Orchestras, the youth
ensembles supported by the
Plymouth Canton Symphony
Society, conduct auditions for
next season Aug. 14 at Evola
Music in Canton.

The four ensembles of the
Youth Orchestra include
Celebration Youth Symphony
for advanced students in
winds, brass, percussion and
strings; Celebration Flute
Choir for to intermediate
and advanced flute students,
which in addition to playing
on CYO concerts also per-
forms for a variety of events
throughout the community;
Celebration Sinfonia for inter-
mediate-level string students
who are ready for more chal-
lenging repertoire and wish
to continue building ensemble
skills; and Celebration Strings
for younger string players who
wish to learn ensemble playing
skills such as playing in a sec-
tion and listening and follow-
ing a conductor.

More audition information
can be found on-line at www.
celebrationyouthorchestras.org
Comedy night

Three local comedians -
Gary George, Dave Bell and
Mike Malec - will perform at
the second annual Plymouth
High School Football Boosters
Club Comedy Fund-raiser,
at the beautiful Cherry Hill
Village Theater in Canton.

This evening of laughs takes

place Aug. 8. The show begins

Fair performers

Local performers will be featured on the Canton Live! Stage at the 63rd Annual Wayne County Fair Thursday, Aug.

6. Canton’s hot new teen band, The Initiative, will take the stage from 4-5 p.m. and perform their alternative rock
hits. These emerging talents will entertain audiences with their distinctive songs that feature an eco edge. Band
members include: Isaac Kauffman (Guitar and Vocals); Carlos Razo (Keyboard and Vocals); Jesse Brandel (Drums and
Vocals); Jake Napier (Bass); Donny Sieep (Guitar); and Joshua Duncan (Lead Guitar). Singer and guitarist Bob Skon

ho ok

is aiso scheduied to perform on the Canion Livei Stage from 5-6 p.im. The Wayne County Fair will take place atifhe
county fairgrounds, located at 10871 Quirk Road in Belleville Aug. 3-8. To learn more about these Canton Live! Stage
performances, visit www.cantonfun.org or call (734) 394-5300.

at 7:30 p.m. with doors open-
ing at 7. This event is general
admission and tickets are $15.
Proceeds from this show will
help provide needed funds
to the Plymouth Football
Program.

Tickets are limited and can
be purchased at the Theater
Box Office or on-line.

Music camps

Parents looking for a fun,
new camp to introduce their
children to music might
want to check out the Music,
Melodies & More sum-
mer camps offered by the
Plymouth Symphony.

» “String Camp,” July 27-31,
1-4 p.m., ages 5-11

» “Wind Camp,” Aug. 3-7, 1~
4 p.m., ages 5-11 ‘

* “Brass and Percussion
Camp,” Aug. 17-21, 1-4 p.m.,
ages 5-1.

Aspiring musicians can sign
up for one or all three camps.
Activities and musical instru-
ments will change with each
session so that young musi-
cians will enjoy a different
experience throughout the
summer.

Instructor Faith Demorest,
along with other Plymouth
Canton Symphony musicians,
will teach the camps. Each
session will introduce differ-
ent instruments, explore vari-
ous composers, teach musical
games and get creative with
musical crafts. Parents can
plan for a performance for
family and friends at 4 p.m. on
Friday after each session.

Instruments are encour-
aged; however, those who don't
have one can contact the sym-
phony.

Call the Plymouth
Community Arts Council at
(734) 416-4278 to sign up
today.

Chorale auditions

“A Grand Night for Singing”
is a first rate musical review
featuring the music and lyrics
of Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein II. The cast fea-
tures five primary characters
and added voices from the
BeckRidge Chorale and Cherry
Hill Singers. Songs include
Some Enchanted Evening, It’s
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A Grand Night for Singing,

Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin,
Hello, Young Lovers and more.
Performances are Friday, Sept.
11, and Sunday, Sept. 13.

The auditions for soloists
for Grand Night are Sunday,
July 26 from 2-5 p.m. and
Monday, July 27 from 7:30-

9 p.m. Performances will be
held at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill in Canton.

* This is a BeckRidge Chorale

Production.

For more information or
to sign up for an audition,
please go to the BeckRidge
Chorale Web site at www.
beckridgechorale.org

Pageant volunteers

Theé Plymouth-Canton
Junior Miss Scholarship
Program is in need of vol-
unteers to help out with this
year’s program.

Organizers’ goal is to make
the event bigger and better,
and say the only way to do that
is with volunteers.

- Anyone interested should
send an e-mail to pcjrmiss@
yahoo.com. All volunteers are
welcome and appreciated.

Staged reading

8th Wonder Theatre at the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill
presents the award winning
“The Known Limits” by Joe
Zettelmaier, performed as a
staged reading July 31 and
Aug. 1 at 8 p.m. at the Village
Theater in the Biltmore
Studio.

Zettlemaier lives in
Milan, Mich., and is an
Associate Artist at the
Performance Network, an
adjunct lecturer at Eastern
Michigan University, and the
Playwriting Mentor at Pioneer
High School.

Village Theater at Cherry
Hill is located at 50400
Cherry Hill, at the corner
of Cherry Hill and Ridge
roads in Canton. Tickets
are $10 general admission
only. Box office opens an
hour before show time. Go to
www.8thwondertheatre.com
for more information or call
(734) 972-4054.

Pageant time

Applications are now being
accepted for the 2009 Miss
Wayne County Scholarship
Pageant, an official Miss
America preliminary. Young
women who live, work full
time, or attend school full
time in Wayne County and are
between the ages 17 and 24 are
eligible.

Areas of competition include
and interview, lifestyle and
fitness in swimsuit, evening
gown, talent and on-stage
question. The winner will rep-
resent Wayne County at the
2010 Miss Michigan pageant
in Muskegon as well as receive
a cash scholarship.

Call (734) 367-0560 or send
an e-mail to sheilamaell6@
aol.com to request an applica-
tion. They also can be found
on the Miss Wayne County
Web site at www.miss-
Wayneco.com.

The deadline for entry is
Aug, 17. The pageant will
be held Saturday, Sept. 12,
at Livonia Churchill High
School.

Golf outing

Each year the Canton
Chamber of Commerce hosts
an annual Golf Outing. This
year the classic will take
place on Tuesday, Aug. 19; at
Pheasant Run Golf Club of
Canton. This event is open
to the public, and there are
various packages available for
purchase.

Golf for Four Package,
$550- Includes golf with cart
for four, continental breakfast,
lunch at the turn, beverages
on the course, Buffet dinner,
prizes, gift package and more!

Golf for Four Sponsorship
Package, $650- Includes golf
for four with cart and a Tee
or Green Sponsorship, conti-
nental breakfast, lunch at the
turn, beverages on the course,
Buffet dinner, prizes, gift
package, signage at the course,
recognition at the dinner, and
a plaque.

Individual Golf, $150-
Includes golf with cart, conti-
nental breakfast, lunch at the

~ turn, beverages on the course,

Buffet dinner, prizes, gift
package, and more!
Dinner Only, $35. Tee and

Green sponsorships are avail-
able and affordable. If you
are interested in purchasing
a sponsorship, contact the
Chamber at (734) 453-4040.

Crafters wanted

The Plymouth-Canton
Music Boosters (PCMB) is
hosting its Annual Holiday
Arts and Crafts Ensemble on
Saturday, Nov. 21. Exhibitors
who hand-craft their own

items are invited to submitan

application to exhibit at the
fund-raising event to be held
at Plymouth High School in
Canton. The juried art event
is produced twice each year
by the PCMB to help support
the band-and color guard
programs at the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park.
Artists and crafters who
are interested in applying for

consideration to exhibit should
visit www.pcmb.net/artcraft
to download an application
and submit with photos by
June 26 for the first wave of
jurying. - For more details,
contact exhibit coordinator -

" Carol Rosati at (734) 455-

0714. Only 100 exhibitors will
be permitted to exhibit at this
artistic event. Over the last
four years, over 7,000 attend-
ees have visited the PCMB
Arts & Craft Ensembles.
Plymouth High School is
located at 8400 Beck Road in
Canton, Mich. The Holiday

Arts & Craft Ensemble will be

held from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m:
on Nov. 21. In addition to
over 100 exhibits, there will be
food, a raffle, and entertain-
ment by local musicians and
artists throughout the day.
Admittance is $2. -
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