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Parents seeking information
about baek-to-school issues
will get help finding it on the
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Schools Web site starting Aug. 1.
The district will feature a

"back to school" button on its
site - www.pccs.kl2.mi.us -
linking parents to a variety of
information they'll need before
their children return to school
Sept. 8.

"It's only July, and school
starts late this year, but parents
are already starting to think
about back-to-school," said
Frank .Ruggirello, the district's
director of community relations.
"Our Web site will feature a lot
of information parents need to
know."

The link will feature informa-
tion such as bus schedules (once
they're posted), immunization
forms, school supply require-
ments, open house dates, lunch
program information and class
lists, among other things.

The button, which will be
located at the top center of
the Web page, goes live Aug. 1,
Ruggirello said.

The Canton Historical
District Commission and
Canton Leisure Services
announced this week the
grounds at 500 N. Ridge, which
houses several historical build-
ings including the Bartlett-
Travis House, the Cady/Boyer
Barn, the Hugh-Clyde House, in
addition to a recently relocated
silo from the 1930s, will now be
known as Preservation Park.

Last month, the Canton
Township Board of Trustees
adopted a resolution to rename
the property. One of the goals
in selecting the new name, offi-
cials said, was "to reflect and
promote Canton's heritage and
give residents a place to explore
the history of their community."
The new name captures the
historical and conservational
significance of the site and fur-
thers the tradition established
with the names of Canton's
other parks: Heritage, Freedom,
Independence and Victory.

Preservation Park will now
be the home to several Canton
events, including a seasonal
Farmers Market held every
Sunday through Oct. 25; the
Farmers Market Cook-Off
Series; Holidays at the Bartlett-
Travis House; Christmas in
the Village; Historical Hikes;
Village Faire; Old Tyme Farm
Days; and Country Night Barn
Party.

For more information on
Preservation Park, any of the
events that occur at this park or
any of Canton's other parks, call
734/394-5460 or visit www.can-
tonfun.org.
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Richard Costantino, of Rose's Restaurant, serves fettucini alfredo and chicken milano to Christie Volante of Plymouth.

is to local eateries
BYBRADKADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Just a few months after
opening her business, Beth
Jaber thought having her
Shish Kabob Cafe partici-
pate Tuesday in the Canton
Grub Crawl would be a good
idea.

After hundreds of people
passed through her restau-
rant to sample the food, she
decided she was right.

Shish Kabob Cafe was
one of some 15 local res-
taurants included in the
eighth annual Grub Crawl,
co-sponsored by the Canton
Chamber of Commerce,
Canton Township and the
Downtown Development
Authority.

According to chamber
Director Diane Cojei, 525
people bought the $35 T-
shirts that served as tickets.
And according to Jaber,
most of them seemingly
passed through the doors of
the Shish Kabob Cafe.

"We have good food and
I wanted people to try it,"
Jaber said. "We want to
build the business, and this
was the best way to do that.
We were busy the whole
time, and everybody loved
the food. People started
sending people in after they
tasted the food, and a lot of
them came back and tried
the food again."

Cojei said the event was

Please see CRAWL,
This is the second time that Chuck and Lindsey Woods, of Midlothian, Texas, traveled to
Canton for the Grub Crawl. v

Soccer club waits
as coach faces
assault charge

BY DARRELL CLEM
, OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Canton man and Plymouth Soccer
Club coach has temporarily severed ties
with the athletic organization as he faces
court proceedings following charges he
sexually assaulted a 23-year-old woman.

Yao Fiacre Kra, considered by some a
dedicated coach who is presumed inno-
cent, has stepped aside from his youth soc-
cer coaching duties as the club awaits the
outcome of criminal charges against him.

"He's not having contact with anyone in
the club right now," club President Glenn
Liguori said, although he
didn't label Kra's absence a
suspension.

Kra, 28, has coached
girls 8 to 12 years old and
teenage boys during an
unblemished, six-year stint
with the club, said Liguori,
who described Kra as
"extremely trustworthy"
and "so conscientious" not
only as a coach, but also as a person.

"These charges have nothing to do with
kids," Liguori said, adding that the club's
executive committee has adopted a posi-
tion that "we do believe strongly that he is
innocent until proven guilty."

Kra faces trial in Wayne County Circuit
Court for third-degree criminal sexual
conduct amid accusations he sexually
assaulted the 23-year-old woman while
she was visiting a friend at The Crossings,
a Canton apartment complex near Joy and
Haggerty. Kra, released on a $5,000 per-
sonal bond, could face penalties ranging
up to 15 years in prison if he's convicted.

More details about Kra, including his
coaching duties, have been learned by the
Observer since Canton police last week
issued a press release about him being
ordered to stand trial.

According to township police, the two
women had gone to a bar and returned to
the Canton apartment with two men, neither
of which was Kra. The visiting woman later
went to bed, and the friend who lives at The
Crossings phoned Kra — a neighbor and friend
— to come over after the two men from the bar
didn't appear to want to leave, police said.

The two men finally left, and Kra is
accused of going into the bedroom and
sexually assaulting the visiting woman,
police said.

Earlier reports may have inadvertently
given the impression that Kra was one of
the men the two women met at the bar, but
police said he was not. Rather, he had been
summoned to the apartment to help usher
out the two other men.

Meanwhile, Plymouth Soccer Club lead-
ers are waiting to see how the court pro-
ceedings develop. Liguori said his personal
knowledge of Kra has been positive.

"He is so conscientious with his coaching
capabilities, as well as how he is perceived
as a person and a coach," Liguori said.

Although Liguori acknowledged the
allegations against Kra have aroused some
suspicions within the club, he said the
executive board is continuing to watch the
case unfold.
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A lone bandit broke into the BP gas station
on the southwest corner of Joy and Sheldon
early Saturday, seizing numerous cartons of
cigarettes and hundreds of dollars in cash,
Canton police said.

The incident happened just before 2 a.m.
Saturday when the intruder used a pair of
channel locks to get inside the station, which
had closed for the night, police Sgt. Mark
Gajeski said.

"He used the channel locks to break through
the glass," Gajeski said.

The intruder took 20 to 25 cartons of ciga-
rettes worth about $1,300, and he also seized
about $500 in cash, the sergeant said.

Township police had received a surveillance
video from the station and were reviewing it in
hopes of learning more about the intruder.

"It looks like he was by himself," Gajeski
said.

The bandit was described as a black male,

The intruder appears to match Ms description of a
man wanted for a similar incident at a BP station at
Schoolcraft and Farmington in Livonia, police Sgt.

5-foot-8 to 6 feet tall, and he was wearing a
white, cut-off Nike Air T-shirt, gray pants,
white shoes, a cap, and baseball batting gloves,
police said.

The intruder appears to match the descrip-
tion of a man wanted for a similar incident at
a BP station at Schoolcraft and Farmington in
Livonia, Gajeski said.

Anyone who has information about the
break-in at Joy and Sheldon is asked to call the
Canton Police Department at (734) 394-5400.

Gajeski also said anyone who prefers to
make an anonymous tip for a possible cash
reward may contact Crime Stoppers of
Michigan at (800) SPEAK-UP.
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Historical hike
Canton Leisure Services

leads walkers on a free
Historical Hike through the
heart of Canton's historical
district - Cherry Hill Village
- Sunday, July 26.

Hikers will explore the
historic Cady-Boyer Barn,
the Bartlett-Travis House,
the Cherry Hill School,
the Methodist Church and
more. The hike will finish N
off by stopping at the Canton
Farmers Market where hik-
ers can enjoy: locally grown,
fresh seasonal produce; baked
goods; plants; crafts; and
entertainment.

Walking tours will leave
every half hour from 11 a.m.
-1 p.m. from the Cady-Boyer
Barn. The Canton Historical
Society will give hikers an
in-depth look at each spot by
highlighting a different loca-
tion on each hike. Hikers are
asked to please wear suitable
walking shoes. Hikes will be
weather dependent.

To learn more about this
historical hike, visit www.
cantonfun.org or call (734)
394-5460.

Comedy night
Three local comedians -

Gary George, Dave Bell and
Mike Malec - will perform at
the second annual Plymouth
High School Football Boosters
Club Comedy Fund-raiser,
at the beautiful Cherry Hill
Village Theater in Canton.

This evening of laughs takes
place Aug. 8. The show begins
at 7:30 p.m. with doors open-
ing at 7- This event is general
admission and tickets are $15.
Proceeds from this show will
help provide needed funds
to the Plymouth Football
Program.

Tickets are limited and can
be purchased at the Theater
Box Office or on-line.

Wine tasting
Music and wine-lovers are

invited to an outdoor ampli-
fied wine tasting event at the
historic Cady-Boyer Barn
Friday, July 31, to benefit the
Canton Dog Park. This special
event, presented by Rock 'n
Roll Wine, will be held from
7-10 p.m. at Preservation
Park, formerly known as the
Bartlett-Travis House prop-
erty, located at 500 N. Ridge

/THINKING ABOUT...

Free Estimates
Our 3Sth Year!

UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919 MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA

734-$25~1930
. www.unitedtemperatureservices.com ,
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Road in Canton.
Proceeds from this fund-

raising event will go toward
the construction of a three-
acre Canton Dog Park that
will provide a fenced-in out-
door space for dogs to run and
play off-leash, with designated
areas for larger and smaller
dogs. A total of $50,000 is
needed for the construction of
the off-leash dog park.

Local musician Mark
Reitenga will be performing
live with his band. Known for
his energetic, acoustic musical
style that deliyers an intimate
vibe, Reitenga has been per-
forming in the Metro Detroit
area since 1988.

Participants will also enjoy
the dozen of great wines from
all over the globe, a silent
auction and a memorable
ambiance at this special fund-
raiser. The cost to attend this
event is $35 in advance and
$40 on the day of the event.
Ticket price includes all live
entertainment and wine tast-
ing. To purchase your tickets
in advance, visit http://www.
rnrwine.com/dogparkevent.
html and click the RSVP but-
ton or call David Hammond
at (734) 862-1928.

For more information on
the Amplified Wine tasting at
Preservation Park or any other
events that occur at this park,
call 734/394-5310 or visit
www.cantonfun.org.

Music camps
Parents looking for a fun,

new camp to introduce their
children to music might
want to check out the Music,
Melodies & More sum-
mer camps offered by the
Plymouth Symphony.

• "String Camp," July 27-31,
1-4 p.m., ages 5-11

• "Wind Camp," Aug. 3-7,1-
4 p.m., ages 5-11

• "Brass and Percussion
Camp," Aug. 17-21,1-4 p.m.,
ages 5-1.

Aspiring musicians can sign
up for one or all three camps.
Activities and musical instru-
ments will change with each
session so that young musi-
cians will enjoy a different
experience throughout the
summer.

Instructor Faith Demorest,
along with other Plymouth
Canton Symphony musicians,
will teach the camps. Each
session will introduce differ-
ent instruments, explore vari-
ous composers, teach musical
games and get creative with
musical crafts. Parents can
plan for a performance for
family and friends at 4 p.m. on
Friday after each session.

Instruments are encour-
aged; however, those who don't
have one can contact the sym-
phony.

Call the Plymouth
Community Arts Council at
(734) 416-4278 to sign up
today.

Big River
Jim (played by Benjamin Williams of Detroit) and Huckleberry Finn (played by Grant Haralson of Sterling Heights)
will be among those who take to the stage for the 8th Wonder Theatre production of 'Big River,' the Tony Award-
winning musical version of 'The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn/ which plays at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill in Canton 8 p.m. Aug. 7; 2 and 8 p.m. Aug. 8; 2 p.m. Aug. 9; 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. Aug. 13-14; 8 p.m. Aug.
15 and 2 p.m. Aug. 16. Village Theater at Cherry Hill is located at 50400 Cherry Hill Road at the corner of Cherry Hill
and Ridge in Canton. Tickets can be purchased at the Summit on the Park or by phone at the Village Theater Box
Office at (734) 394-5460 or on-line at www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater or at the door. For more information go to
www.8thwondertheatre.com or call (734) 972-4054.

Chorale auditions

"A Grand Night for Singing"
is a first rate musical review
featuring the music and lyrics
of Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein II. The cast fea-
tures five primary characters
and added voices from the
BeckRidge Chorale and Cherry
Hill Singers. Songs include
Some Enchanted Evening, It's
A Grand Night for Singing,
Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin',
Hello, Young Lovers and more.
Performances are Friday, Sept.
11, and Sunday, Sept. 13.

The auctions for soloists
for Grand Night are Sunday,
July 26 from 2-5 p.m. and
Monday, July 27 from 7:30-
9 p.m. Performances will be
held at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill in Canton.
This is a BeckRidge Chorale
Production.

For more information or
to sign up for an audition,
please go to the BeckRidge
Chorale Web site at www.
beckridgechorale.org

Pageant volunteers
The Plymouth-Canton

Junior Miss Scholarship
Program is in need of vol-
unteers to help out with this
year's program.

Organizers' goal is to make
the event bigger and better,
and say the only way to do that
is with volunteers.

Anyone interested should

send an e-mail to pcjrmiss@
yahoo.com. All volunteers are
welcome and appreciated.

Orchestra auditions
The Celebration Youth

Orchestras, the youth
ensembles supported by the
Plymouth Canton Symphony
Society, conduct auditions for
next season Aug. 14 at Evola
Music in Canton.

The four ensembles of the
Youth Orchestra include
Celebration Youth Symphony
for advanced students in
winds, brass, percussion and
strings; Celebration Flute
Choir for to intermediate
and advanced flute students,
which in addition to playing
on CYO concerts also per-
forms for a variety of events
throughout the community;
Celebration Sinfonia for inter-
mediate-level string students
who are ready for more chal-
lenging repertoire and wish
to continue building ensemble
skij^^pd Celebration Strings
for younger string players who
wish to learn ensemble playing
skills such as playing in a sec-
tion and listening and follow-
ing a conductor.

More audition information
can be found on-line at www.
celebrationyouthorchestras.org

Staged reading
8th Wonder Theatre at the'

Village Theater at Cherry Hill
presents the award winning

"The Known Limits" by Joe
Zettelmaier, performed as a
staged reading July 31 and
Aug. 1 at 8 p.m. at the Village
Theater in the Biltmore
Studio.

Zettlemaier lives in
Milan, Mich., and is an
Associate Artist at the
Performance Network, an
adjunct lecturer at Eastern
Michigan University, and the
Play writing Mentor at Pioneer
High School.

Village Theater at Cherry
Hill is located at 50400
Cherry Hill, at the corner
of Cherry Hill and Ridge
roads in Canton. Tickets
are $10 general admission
only. Box office opens an
hour before show time. Go to
www. 8thwondertheatre.com
for more information or call
(734) 972-4054.

Pageant time
Applications are now being

accepted for the 2009 Miss
Wayne County Scholarship
Pageant, an official Miss
America preliminary. Young
women who live, work full time,
or attend school full time in
Wayne County and are between
the ages 17 and 24 are eligible.

Areas of competition include
and interview, lifestyle and
fitness in swimsuit, evening
gown, talent and on-stage
question. The winner will rep-
resent Wayne County at the
2010 Miss Michigan pageant

in Muskegon as well as receive
a cash scholarship.

Call (734) 367-0560 or send
an e-mail to sheilamaell6@
aol.com to request an applica-
tion. They also can be found
on the Miss Wayne County
Web site at www.miss-
wayneco.com.

The deadline for entry is
Aug. 17- The pageant will
be held Saturday, Sept. 12,
at Livonia Churchill High
School.

Food drive
All during July, a Canton

hair salon, Great Clips, will
give $1 off haircuts for anyone
who brings in non-perishable
food donations to help local
food centers and shelters.

The salon is located at
Canton Premier Center, 46018
Michigan Avenue.

For more information call
(734) 495-9446.

Golf outing
Each year the Canton

Chamber of Commerce hosts
an annual Golf Outing. This
year the classic will take
place on Tuesday, Aug. 19, at
Pheasant Run Golf Club of
Canton. This event is open
to the public, and there are
various packages available for
purchase.

Golf for Four Package,
$550- Includes golf with cart
for four, continental breakfast,
lunch at the turn, beverages
on the course, Buffet dinner,
prizes, gift package and more!

Golf for Four Sponsorship
Package, $650- Includes golf
for four with cart and a Tee
or Green Sponsorship, conti-
nental breakfast, lunch at the
turn, beverages on the course,
Buffet dinner, prizes, gift
package, signage at the course,
recognition at the dinner, and
a plaque.

Individual Golf, $150-
Includes golf with cart, conti-
nental breakfast, lunch at the
turn, beverages on the course,
Buffet dinner, prizes, gift
package, and more!

Dinner Only, $35. Tee and
Green sponsorships are avail-
able and affordable. If you
are interested in purchasing
a sponsorship, contact the
Chamber at (734) 453-4040.

Hospice volunteers
Compassionate Care

Hospice is a community-based
organization committed to
providing excellent hospice
care for patients and their
families. The group is current-
ly seeking caring and dedicat-
ed individuals to provide sup-
port by being a friendly visitor
to patients in the Western
Wayne County area. Training
is provided.

For more information,
contact Ann Christensen,
Volunteer Coordinator, toll-
free (888) 983-9050 or e-mail
at achristensen@cchnet.net.
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On Famous Name Brands for the Family

Children's Back-to-School Shoes

Quality, Fit & Selection
29522 Ford Road (7/2 block west of Middlebelt Garden City

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9:30am-8pm; Tues., Wed. 9:30am-6pm; Sat. 9am-6pm

7

Host an Exchange

Make a lifelong
friend from abroad.

Enrich your family with
another culture. Now you can
host a high school exchange
student (girl or boy) from

France, Germany, Scandinavia,
Spain, Australia, Japan, Brazil,
Italy or other countries. Single
parents, as well as couples with
or without children, may host.

Contact us for more information
or to select your student today.

Anna firm Germany, I6yrs.
likes to play tennis, swim, loves to
dance. Anna hopes to play American
Softball and learn American 'slang'
vAile in the USA.

Pascal from Prance, 17yrs
Loves the outdoors and playing

soccer. Pascal's dream has been

to spend time in America learning

about our customs and attending

American high school.

Please call Jose at 734-552-5273 or
Amy at 1-800-677-2773 (Toll Free)

www.asse.com/host or email us at hostinfo@asse.com.

Founded in 1976
ASSE International Student Exchange Program is a Non-Profit, Public Benefit Organization.

HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING
A select number of homeowners in Wayne County and
the surrounding areas will be given the opportunity to
have a lifetime Erie Metal Roofing System installed

on their home at a reasonable cost.

Call today to see if you qualify. Not only will you receive
| the best price possible, but we will give you access to nof

money down bank financing with very
attractive rates and terms.

An Erie Metal Roof will keep your home cooler in the'
summer and warmer in the winter.

kAn Erie Metal Roofing System will provide your home
with unsurpassed "Beauty and Lasting Protection"!

Don't miss this opportunity to save!
www.ErieMetatRoofs.com

emaii: roofmg@eriemetairoofs.com

734-459-DOGS
763 South Main Si • Plymouth

www.happyhoundsdaycare.com
plymouthdogmom@msn.com

Does Your Stay-at-home
Dog Need at Break?

Give Us a Call!
While you are at work, we are

at work caring for your -
loyal friend and companion.

Look In on them on our
doggie web-cams!

'A Happy Dfofj ''Dayfe %!j^^^^^
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A Canton pizzeria owner,
who survived a heart attack
only to face an eviction notice
for unpaid rent, said he was
shut down Wednesday after
the locks were changed on his
business.

Kal Aranki described him-
self as surprised by the sudden
development at Pizza Sicily,
a business he had operated
in the Willow Creek Plaza on
Ford east of Lilley.

Just one day earlier, Aranki
had said he and his landlord
had been involved in talks
aimed at potentially lowering
his $3,150-a-month rent and
giving him time to get caught
up on back rent.

He estimated he owed about
$7,000 and conceded, "I still
have a lot to do to get caught
up."

Lora Naccarato, a managing
member of Milford-based New
York Strip LLC, said in early
July she has been "more than
generous" by giving Aranki
months to get caught up on his
sublease payments.

She declined to comment
Tuesday, saying she wasn't
comfortable publicly airing the
dispute.

Aranki's supporters had ral-
lied around him in hopes he

Kal Aranki had hoped talks with his Pizza Sicily landlord would resolve rental
issues and allow the business to stay open, but reported to work Wednesday
to find the locks had been changed.

could save his business.
Aranki had closed Pizza

Sicily for eight days due to a
heart attack and reopened on
June 30, only to receive an
eviction notice for unpaid rent.

He said he received a phone
call Wednesday from a neigh-
boring business owner who
told him the locks had been
changed on Pizza Sicily. He
said he was trying to con-
tact Naccarato to arrange to
remove his belongings.

"I'm going to take my equip-
ment out of there and look for
another restaurant," he said.

Aranki's story earlier drew
mixed reaction from Canton
Observer readers who had
posted comments online at
www.hometownlife.com. Some
took his side and voiced hope
his landlord would negotiate
with him, while others said
Aranki should pay his debts or
face the consequences.

Aranki had said as late as
Tuesday he hoped to continue
working with Naccarato in
hopes of getting his debts paid
off.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

Plymouth-Canton Community Schools Supt. Dr. Craig Fiegel sorted out donations during last year's Back to School
Blitz at the Plymouth Salvation Army. Donations for this year's drive will be collected Aug. 21.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Time to head for the next stop. Terry Bennett rounds up a busload at the Crows Nest.

FROM FA0E A1

better publicized this year,
with announcements appear-
ing in the newspaper, partici-
pating restaurants advertising
and with the use of fliers and
the like.

The increased emphasis on
promotion paid off, Cojei said,
with some 100 more people
participating this year over
last.

"We were very happy," Cojei
said. "Our expectations are
always high, but if you're out
in it you know everyone's hav-
ing a great time. It's great for
the restaurants, and it's a fun

Bob Boyer and Julie Sutton, at the Crows Nest.

night for everybody.
"We had lots of residents

who participated," she added.
"It's one of the things we do

that's more community-ori-
ented than business."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-8899

Canton, MI
Member of Gecchetti Council of America

Every Tuesday <& Thursday
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Starting Aug. 4-Sept. 3
Glasses begin Sept. 8

Ballet •
. Jazz • Hip iop
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Pre«scho#l Creallwe Dane
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All Bof s Hip Hop
® Ail adult certified teaching staff
• No annual registration fees
• Affordable costumes
• Reasonable recital tickets
• Annual attendance trophies
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Second drive aims to help kids with school supplies
BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Last year, the inaugural
Plymoutn Salvation Army "Back
to School Blitz" school supply
drive drew enough supplies to
help 142 students get the sup-
plies they needed but, in many
cases, couldn't afford to buy in
order to get started in school.

This year, with an economy
that continues to languish and
a need that continues to rise,
Salvation Army officials figure
that number could rise as high
as 300 students.

That's why they're gearing
up for "Back to School Blitz II."

"Based on all our other
trends, we're expecting quite
an increase for this, too,"
said Laurie Aren, director
of Family and Community
Ministries for the Plymouth
Salvation Army.

Back to School Blitz II takes
place Friday, Aug. 21, from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. A school bus
will be parked at the Plymouth
Salvation Army headquarters

BEiYISCtiOiBLifZl
• What: Plymouth Salvation

Army School Supply Drive

• When: Donations accepted 9

a.m. to 6 p.m. Aug. 21

• Where: Salvation Army head- .

quarters, Main Street just south

of Ann Arbor Road

• Why: Provide school supplies

for needy children in Plymouth,

Canton, Northville and Belleville

areas

• Details: For more information,

call (734) 453-5464

(Main Street just south of Ann
Arbor Road) to collect dona-
tions. Another bus will be
parked at a location in Belleville,
though officials haven't nailed
down the exact location yet.

Salvation Army officials
are looking for donations of
a variety of supplies, includ-
ing back packs, highlighters
(the older grades need these),
hand sanitizer (smaller bottles,
wipes, etc), red pens, black/

blue pens, wide-ruled loose
leaf paper, colored pencils,
16- or 24-packaged crayons,
glue sticks, glue bottles and
rounded tip scissors.

(Donations will be separated
into individual backpacks at
the Salvation Army headquar-
ters Aug. 27, and officials are
looking for volunteers. Anyone
interested should call Teresa
Moriarty, (734) 453-5464.)

Deadline for families to regis-
ter for help is Aug. 24, and back-
packs will be issued Aug. 28.

School officials are grateful
for the help.

"The Salvation Army serves
a large area here, and while it
surprises a lot of people to hear
it, their biggest area of need is
Canton, so they're helping our
kids," said Frank Ruggirello, direc-
tor of community relations for the
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools. "We appreciate the work
of the Salvation Army because
they help the kids who go to our
schools. The partnership helps
make sure our kids have the things
they need to get started in school."

Macy's Optica

complete pair of eyeglasses

Includes any frame regularly
priced up to $150; plus,
single vision, lined bifocals or
no-line bifocals*

eye exam**to
Now through August 4, subject . * < * j *
to appointment availability. * j * jp*

Our Doctor or Yours - We fill all prescriptions. Convenient eye exam appointments available.1

We Accept Most Vision Care Plans.

Northland Westland Oakland
248-443-4520 734-458-5588 248-597-2956

Lakeside Twelve Oaks
586-566-2766 248-344-6994

the magic of

macys.com

"Offer includes standard no-iine Instinctive bifocals. Additional charge may be applied for strong prescription. Other progressives, specialty lenses and

lens options are additional. Designer sunglass frames not included. Complete pair purchase required. **Must present this ad to receive $29 eye exam.

Specialty services such as contact lens fitting or dilation may be additional. Some exclusions may apply. Cannot be combined with any other offer, vision care plan,

package pricing or prior orders. Selection varies by location. tEye exams performed by independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry. See optician for details.

Offer ends August 4,2009.

For the location nearest you, call 1 -888-889-EYES
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CRIME WATCH

Woman mistakes turtle
for gator
;i Canton isn't exactly Cajun
" country, so it might be sur-
prising that a woman called
police Tuesday morning to
report an alligator sighting.

Turns out authorities believe
it was a snapping turtle.

The woman, who lives
on Lakeview south of Ford
and west of Canton Center,
called police about 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday to say she had looked
out her window and saw a hen
struggling to get away from
what appeared to be an alliga-
tor in a body of water.

The woman grabbed a pole
from her garage and used it to
pull the then-dead hen away
from its captor. Police con-
tacted a marine biologist who
indicated what the woman
had witnessed would be char-
acteristic of a snapping turtle
attacking its prey.

No teeth marks, alligator or
otherwise, were found on the
hen.

Almost invaded
A man was sleeping in his
bedroom on Lilley, south

of Ford, when he heard three
loud bangs and thought some-
one was at the door. Police
believe he may have averted an
attempted home invasion.

The incident happened the
afternoon of July 15, and the
man said he looked out a win-
dow and saw two white males
in his yard. As he was walking
closer to the window, he said a
third white male "popped up"
in front of the glass and broke
out the window with a pickaxe.

The man told police all the
men then got into a vehicle,
possible a Chevrolet Cavalier,
and fled north on Lilley.

Joy Rd. Joy R4

Mott Rd. Yost Rd. Van Born Rd.

Vendor vandal
The Hampton Inn in
Canton has had an unwel-

come visitor.
The inn on Haggerty near

Ford has had a visiting male who
has been taking money after
breaking into vending machines
and laundry machines, accord-
ing to reports made by a
Hampton Inn official.

The incidents happened on

various occasions last week.
Police are investigating the

incidents. The suspect has
been described as a white
male, 30 to 40 years old,
with a thin face, a mustache,
and thin arms and legs. It is
believed he drives a minivan.

Home invasion
. A woman told police

someone broke into her

residence on Mott, north of
Michigan Avenue between
Ridge and Denton, and took
jewelry, yard tools, chil-
dren's toys and Playstation
games.

She said the incident hap-
pened between 9 p.m. July 15
and 9 p.m. July 16.

- Compiled by Darrell Clem from
Canton Police Department reports.

Vandals sling damage
to a dozen parked cars

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER,.

Vandals damaged more than
a dozen vehicles late Friday
and early Saturday in Canton,
prompting authorities to issue
a call for help in identifying
and nabbing the perpetrators.

It appears the vandals used
a projectile weapon, possibly
a slingshot, to fire quarter-
inch-round stainless steel ball
bearings at vehicles parked in
neighborhoods near Cherry
Hill/Lilley and Warren/
Morton Taylor roads, police
Sgt. Mark Gajeski said.

"They just went through
and shot out the windows, but
there was nothing taken," he
said.

Similar vandalism was
reported in Westland and
Garden City, Gajeski said.

Canton police officers went
to investigate one incident and
found others throughout the

targeted neighborhoods, he
said.

The incidents began some-
time Friday night and contin-
ued into Saturday morning,
Gajeski said. No one was
injured by any stray ball bear-
ings, he said.

Early this week, Canton
police were seeking leads to
help them locate potential sus-
pects.

"We have no suspect vehicle
and no suspects at this time,"
Gajeski said Tuesday morning.

Anyone who has informa-
tion about the incidents is
urged to call the Canton Police
Department at (734) 394-
5400.

Moreover, anyone who
wants to make an anonymous
tip for a possible cash reward
may call Crime Stoppers of
Michigan at (800) SPEAK-UP,
Gajeski said.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

Senior program provides
online safety information

Canton's Police Department
and Leisure Services have
teamed together to provide
"Senior Watch," an online
information service for senior
citizens.

Similar to the police depart-
ment's Silent Partner Alert
System, which provides timely
updates on information going
on in the community, "Senior
Watch" will provide timely
information relevant to the
safety of our senior community.

"Through our Senior Safety
Coalition meetings, we real-
ized there was enough inter-
est and information out there
to warrant a service like this
specific to senior citizens," said

Community Relations Sgt.
Mark Gajeski. "E-mail mes-
sages may include anything
from current scams being
pulled on seniors in our area,
to legal updates on topics of
interest to our more mature
population."

Senior citizens and their fam-
ily members can sign up for
this free service by calling the
Canton Senior Desk at (734)
394-5485, or by sending an e-
mail to Gajeski at mgajeski@
canton-mi.org. E-mail address-
es will not be used for any other
purpose, and can be removed
from the list at any time.

For more information, call
Gajeski at (734) 394-5424.

ndependent Living • Licensed Assisted Living • Memory Care

Reserve an independent living Apartment
by August 9th and receive

Must mention ad on initial visit.

Waltonwood Senior Living

AT CHERRY HILL

Luxury Senior Living - Apartment Homes Available Today

FOUAl HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

(734) 931-7100
www.waltonwood.com

waltonwoodcherryhill@singhmail.com
Cherry Hill, Canton, MI 48187

As seen as on
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The One Resource
Construction &
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Today people are making the decision to add a family room,
replace a roof, install a new heating and cooling system, or
perhaps all of the above. ClearWater Construction Services
is ready to offer you the services you need to maintain and
improve the house you call "home."

From loft: Kevin Williams, Aaron Grace, Art Grace, Jim Childress.
Front row: Karen and Kelsey Grace.

The Grace family has been solving building
needs for families, large and small for over
20 years.

Karen and Art have seen their business grow
right along with their family Son Aaron with
his mechanical licensing joins his dad most
days out in the field helping with every
aspect of ClearWater construction. Daughter
Kelsey, finishing up her college education in
Chicago, is home during every break,
summer and winter, pitching in with the
organization, helping make things run as
smoothly as possible.

The Grace family offers years of experience,
courteous professionalism, affordable prices
and many levels of service from which you
can choose.

This family is ready and waiting to hear from
you, to give your building remodeling, home
improvement, maintenance and construction
projects the attention they deserve.

—Clearwater Pool & Spa can turn your
dream of an in-ground pool into a
reality, as we have been doing since
1980. We are a full service swimming
pool and spa company committed to
providing quality products and service.
Our experienced pool experts install,
service and repair all makes and models
of pools & spas. We are also your
source for low priced pool chemicals
and supplies. Visit our website for more
information: www.yourclearwaterpool.com

As more people choose to "age in place", mobility
issues, physical disability or physical limitations can
make it difficult to get around. Stairways and standard
doorways present problems for those using wheelchairs
or scooters. Ask us about our accessibility solutions

Tired of messy gutter cleaning? Stop cleaning
your gutters. Protect them with GutterBrush.

Let's face it, climbing your extension ladder a few times year to dig leaves
out of the gutter is a disgusting and dangerous job. Say goodbye to messy
gutter gleaning with the GutterBrush. It's the simple solutiom you've
been looking for to achieve clean, free-flowing gutters.

Call ClearWater Construction today to find out how GutterBrush can
help you reduce or eliminate the need for annual gutter cleaning.



16 Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, July 23,2009 LOCAL NEWS online at hometownlife.com

ON STAGE

Plymouth native Sarah Lenore takes to the Kellogg Park stage Friday night
for a 7 p.m. performance in the Downtown Development Authority's Music in
the Air concert series.

Music in the Park
Here's the remaining schedule for the weekly Music in the

Park concert schedule, hosted by the Plymouth Community Arts
Council:

• July 29, Candy Band
• Aug. 5, Barbara Bailey Hutchinson
• Aug. 12, Guy Louis and his Chautauqua Express
• Aug. 19, The Cats & the Fiddler
All concerts start at noon in Kellogg Park in downtown

Plymouth. Sponsors include the Carl and Isabelle Schultz Family,
The Wilcox Foundation, Huron Valley Ambulance, Monroe Bank
& Trust, Rotary Club of Plymouth A.M., Dr. Brian Brackney,
Bacinski's Best Friends of Learning Institute and Lodging by the
Month.

Music in the Air
Here's the remaining schedule for the Friday night "Music

in the Air" concert series, hosted by the Plymouth Downtown
Development Authority and sponsored by Blue Cross/Blue
Shield:

• July 24, Sarah Lenore (Plymouth native; www.myspace.com/
s'arahlenorel23)

9 July 31, Gia Warner
• Aug. 7, The Bluescasters
• Aug. 14, The Kris K Band
® Aug. 21, The Randy Brock Group
• Aug. 28, Mass Transit
• Sept. 4, Lady Sunshine and the X Band
The concerts take place in downtown Plymouth's Kellogg Park

and start at 7 p-m.

Community Band
The Plymouth Community Band, headed by longtime leader

Carl Battishill, plays Kellogg Park every Thursday at 8 p.m.

The
sold

CANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
following vehicles havt
at public auction July

» been deemed
28th, 2009 at

will be held at Westland Car Care Towing
MI 48185. The vehicles will
and storage.
YEAR MAKE
1999
2007
2001
1997
2000
2001
1998
1991
2006
1991

Cadillac
Toyota
Honda
Honda
Kia
Kia
Ford
Plymouth
Chevrolet
GMC

Publish: July 23,2009

abandoned and will be
10:00 A.M. The auction
at 6375 Hix, Westland,

be sold as is, starting bid is for towing

MODEL
Deville
Yaris
Accord
Civic
Sportage
Sportage
Crown Vic
Acclaim
HHR
Jimmy

VIN
1G6KD54Y6XU735355
JTDBT903371174762

1HGCG22511A019392
1WGES6123VL000846
KND JA7234Y5619068
KNDJA723X15065802

2FAFP7YW5WX306649
1P3XA46K4MF656068
3GNDA23D26S615036
1GKDT13Z4K2557646

OE08666005-2x2.5
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Enjoy dinner tours Fri/Sat evenings by the newly

remodeled johnny's Bar &v Grill, ranging from
$29.50 - $32.50. Also available for private parties,

fundraisers or your own special event. For reservations,
please call at 734*325*6636 or e-mail us at

captaindale53@yahoo.com for additional information.

STOW & GO SELF STORAGE
AUCTION NOTICE

Pursuant to state law, Notice is hereby given that a public auction
will be held at STOW & GO SELF STORAGE, 41999 ANN
ARBOR ROAD, PLYMOUTH, MI on July 25, 2009 at 10:00
a.m., on past due tenants listed below. The entire contents of the
following units will be auctioned and sold to the highest bidder on
each individual unit. CASH ONLY! DESCRIPTION IS BRIEF
SUMMARY OF ITEMS, MAY OR MAY NOT CONTAIN MORE
OR LESS ITEMS.

Unit #450 » R. Andrew Koffron, Professional Networking
Ser. of 2146 Champagne Drive, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48108

Dolly, (2) office chairs, computer monitors, 13 misc. Storage
tubs, army backpack, vacuum, office furniture, and other misc.
items.

Unit #581 - Ann Milson, 26309 Eton, Dearborn Hts., MI 48125
Vacuum, (3) satellite receivers, wooden box, (3) modems, (24)
tubs, electric heater, table lamp, folding chairs, luggage, radio,
dresser, dishes, angel statue and other misc. items.

SALE DATE IS July 25, 2009 AT 10:00 a.m.

Publish: July 19 & 23, 2009 0^5435-2x3.5

New challenge to explore space
% wasn't old enough to act on
k President John F. Kennedy's
C call to action. You know, the
famous one about putting a
man on the moon by the end
of the decade. But in looking
back on that fateful day in
January 1961,1 have reaped
the benefits of it.

The technology we enjoy
today had its roots in what was
developed to send man into
space and to put man on the
moon on July 20,1969. The
creativity of many translated
into a perfect Apollo 11 mis-
sion, putting Neil Armstrong
and Buzz Aldrin on the lunar
surface and bringing them and
Michael Collins back alive.

People — families — were
glued to their television sets
that evening, waiting for the
first pictures of Armstrong
setting foot on the moon. It
seemed like it took an eternity
to finally hear the Eagle had
landed and twice that time to
see Armstrong climb out of the
lunar module and descend to
the surface of the moon.

Kids gave up their evening
of Hide-N-Seek to sit with
Mom and Dad and watch. In
an instant, three men went
from being astronauts to our
new American heroes. The
pride in our flag sprang anew
as they planted it on the lunar
surface.

This wasn't the stuff of

Sue Mason

childhood con-
versation about
the man in the
moon. These
were real
men, taking a
real walk and
planting a real
American flag
on the moon.

We no longer could look at the
moon and see a face outlined
in the craters on its surface.
We would see Armstrong and
Aldrin. They were our men on
the moon.

We were in the midst of the
Vietnam War that was tearing
the country apart. The year
before was filled with turmoil
and tragedy. Martin Luther
King Jr. and Bobby Kennedy
had been assassinated. The
Democratic convention in
Chicago had turned into a riot.
Years later, the media would
label 1968 as the "crack in
time," the year when life as we
knew it changed forever. We
lost our innocence for good.

But on July 20,1969, we
recaptured that innocence
for a brief spell as we sat and
watched this amazing feat.
We were allowed to be kids
once more and sit awestruck
as the greatest event in history
unfolded before our eyes.

Putting a man on the moon
was both inspiring and uplift-
ing. Our hopes were riding

on these three men as they
flew into space. Their success
would put the so there in the
space race with the Russians.
We would prove once and for
all we were the best and claim
outer space as our own.

In Craig Nelson's book,
Rocket Men, Collins, who
remained in the space capsule,
acknowledged that it would
have been "a national dis-
grace," if anything had gone
wrong. The whole world was
watching, Apollo 11 could not
fail.

"I really felt this pressure,
an awesome responsibility, a
completely negative sensation,"
he said.

These days, space flight has
become ho-hum, a blip on
the screen. Building an inter-
national space station just
doesn't command the atten-
tion the early space flights did.

Back then, the launches
were a big deal, covered live.
Who could forget the voice
of Mission Control and the
immortal "T minus one and
counting"? Today, it's a tragedy
that attracts our attention.
Back then, we sat and prayed
the launch would be flawless.
Today, the news tells us the
space shuttle has landed. Back
then, we'd peer into the TV
screen for the first glimpse
of parachutes and watch as
the space capsule splashed in

the ocean. We watched the
astronauts' rescue and their
triumphant welcome aboard a
waiting aircraft carrier.

So much has changed since
then, but the lunar landing in
the summer of 1969 remains
at the top of what we as
American have accomplished
over the years. I wonder what
John F. Kennedy would have
said had he seen what his call
to action had done. I wonder
what his next challenge would
have been for this country.
We'll never know.

Forty years later, we can
look back and still say, "thank
you" to John F. Kennedy. His
words inspired us and moti-
vated us to accomplish great
things, and I'm glad I was
there to witness them.

Satellites now do our
exploring. They may send
back fabulous pictures of
Saturn and wherever else
they've been sent, but they
don't inspire like the early
space program. I hope I'm
still here for the day we return
to space exploration and go
beyond the moon. We need
that kind of challenge and
inspiration for a whole new
generation.

Sue Mason is editor of the Westland
and Garden City editions of the
Observer. You can reach her at sma-
son@hometownlife.com.

Troop members earn Silv
Seven members of Troop

#501, all from Canton, have
earned the Girl Scout Silver
Award, the highest award for
girls 11-14.

According to troop offi-
cials, the award "represents a
girl's accomplishments in Girl
Scouting and her community as
she grows and works to improve
her life and the lives of others."

The first four requirements
of the Girl Scout Silver Award
help girls build skills, explore
careers, gain leadership skills,
and make a commitment
to self-improvement. The
Girl Scout Silver Award also
requires 25 hours of commu-
nity service and 15 hours of
leadership. The requirements
involved, as well as working
on the actual project, are done
over a three-year period. The
actual project requires 40
hours of work per girl.

Raji Arunachalam earned
her Silver Award by tutor-
ing students in Tae Kwon
Do. Megan Brewer, Jamie
Emens and Stacey Jedele
made 85 fleece blankets for

7 #?*' A* *\

Canton Girl Scouts who earned their Silver Award included (back, from left) Stacey Jedele, Jamie Emens, Abigail
Collingwood and Megan Brewer, and (front, from left) Stephanie Porcari, Meggan Ellis and Raji Arunachalam.

the Plymouth-based First Step
organization, which works to
prevent domestic and sexual
violence and to provide servic-
es to individuals and families
affected by these crimes.

Abigail Collingwood and

Stephanie Porcari tutored
local elementary school stu-
dents in Math and Reading.
Meggan Ellis held a sock
drive for the Capuchin Soup
Kitchen, which serves the
poor who lack basic human

needs as well as provides psy-
chological and social services.
Meggan's sock drive donated
over 625 pairs of socks to the
organization. These Scouts
were mentored by Sue Emens
and Tina Porcari.

SEGHI COUPON

We Besigxt...
Kitchens ~ Baths ~ Basements

Garages ~ Additions ~ Barrier Free

I 5

RENOVATIONS
(Design - Saks - Installation

We Sell...
Cabinets ~ Counter Tops -Tile
Hardware ~ Plumbing ~ Carpet

WWW.SEGffl.NET
440 N. LAFAYETTE, SOUTH LYON

248.437.2454
Offer good on orders over $5000. Must present

coupon at time of estimate. Expires 8/30/09- 1

economical
transportation that

is also fun
to drivel

We offer sates,
parts & service for:

• Street Bikes
• Dirt Bikes

• Scooters
• Electric Scooters
• Mopeds

Lay-a-way Available

-
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3123 S, Wayne Road • Wayne • 734-306-4686


