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Club members
shoot the
cowboy way

Neighbors, B5

CONNECTION
Lineup change

Leadership of the Plymouth-
Canton Board of Education
shuffled a bit when the board got
together for its annual organiza-
tional meeting Tuesday.

It’s the first of what will be two
organizational meetings within
months. Another meeting will
be necessary after the November
elections, when four school board
members are up for re-election.

Steven
Sneideman was
elected school
board president
Tuesday, replacing
Judy Mardigian,
who was then
elected treasurer.

Barry Simescu
was re-elected
vice president and
Nancy Eggenberger rounds out
the leadership team as the board’s
secretary.

Simescu and Mardigian are
up for re-election in November,
along with Tom Wysocki and
John Jackson, who is currently
filling a term abdicated by Mark
Slavens when he was appointed to
a judgeship.

Stispect sought

The Canton Police Department
is asking the public for assistance
in identifying the suspect and/or
suspect vehicle involved in an
incident at a local gas station.

Police obtained security video
footage taken at the Speedway
located at Ford and Canton
Center roads in Canton. The
suspect is a white male who is
driving a dark colored jeep. Heis
suspected of using a stolen credit
card at the location.

Anyone with information on the
identity of the man or the vehicle
is asked to contact Canton Police
Department at 734/394~5400.

Sneideman

Canton Police would like to talk to this
person (above) in connection with an
incident at the Speedway station at
Ford and Canton Center roads. This Jeep
(below) was also involved.
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Dixie Kingsbury, teft, wrote a chronicle of the family’s history. Next to her is her sister, Lenore Walker, Walker's

grandson, Shaun, and great-grandson Ethan.

40 and counting

Four generations gather for Canton family reunion

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Just as sure as the sweet, summertime days of
late July dawn over.southwest Canton, 76-year-
old Lenore Walker will smile, just as endearingly
as she always does, when the first car pulls off
Denton Road to the home where her family put
down roots in 1961.

It will mean another family reunion, a time
when four generations of relatives from eight
states will gather to reminisce, celebrate mile-
stones, make new memories and embrace their
slice of Americana.

Only this one will be different It will be the
40th year in a row.

“I still get excited when I see people turning
in the driveway,” said Walker, with traces of her
Tennessee upbringing in her voice even though
she was 19 when she moved to Michigan, after
husband James “Buster” Walker got a job with
Ford Motor Co.

Lenore Walker, the oldest of 10 children born to
the late Lennon and Elnora Bundon, talked fond-
ly about the Bundon family reunion as she sat in
her living room with baby sister Dixie Kingsbury,
52, son Gary Walker, 59, grandson Shaun Garth
Walker, 31, and great-grandson Ethan Walker, 5

In all, some 180 people plan to attend this year.
Family members will begin arriving as early as
Tuesday, and some will stay through July 29,
either with relatives or in hotel rooms. They will
come from as far away as California, New York
and Florida.

“This is so exciting,” Kingsbury said.

Shaun Walker smiled as he spoke of the “ridicu-
lous games” the family will play, such as an old-
fashioned sack race and an egg toss. One year,
the women threw their shoes into a big circle,
and their husbands had to figure out which ones
belonged to their spouses.

The biggest day will be Sunday, July 26, when
scores of family members will go to First Freewill
Baptist Church in Ypsilanti before gathering for
the main reunion at the Walker house. Cars will
blanket part of the six-acre property, and a large
tent will be set up in the yard.

Four generations will attend the family reunion. Clockwise
from upper left are Lenore Walker, Gary Walker, Shaun
Garth Walker and Ethan Walker..

This year, family members will range in age
from three months to 76 years. Before saying
grace for their meal, everyone will form a big
circle around Gary Walker, who will call into the
middle those people who have achieved mile- -
stones such as having a new baby or getting mar-
ried during the past year.

“It’s a real honor,” Kingsbury, a resident of

. Manchester, said.

Over the years, Lenore Walker and Kingsbury
have compiled books packed with pictures, writ-

. ings and other memories to mark the occasions,

Please see REUNION, A3

P-C juniors
outpace state
on merit exam

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Turns out 2009 was a pretty good year aca~
demically for Plymouth-Canton juniors.

Not only did 11th-graders from the district’s
three high schools far outperform students from
around the state on the annual Michigan Merit
Exam, but a huge majority of them made them-.
selves eligible for a potential $4,000 scholarshlp
that goes with it.

Plymouth-Canton juniors outdistanced the
state average by double-digits in all six tested
areas that encompass the MME — reading,
writing, English Language ‘Arts, math, science
and social studies.

“Our klds have a lot to be proud of,” said Mike

‘ ' Bender, the
STIIDENTS With MERIT district’s direc-
tor of second-
Here's how Plymouth Canton ary education
students compared tostatewide = “These results
averages on the 2009 Michigan © el us our kids
Merit Exam (percentages repre-  are on track to
sent the number of students who meet all state
scored at least proficienty: high school
‘P-C  State ~ content expec-
. . : tations.”
Re?‘_""g \ 76 _ 60 So ready, in
ertl‘ng 62 3. fact, that 1,342
English 0 5 students — 96
Math 11 49 . percent — met
Science - 14 56 initial eligibil-
Social Studies 92 81 Ity require-

ments (testing

in all six areas)
for the Michigan Promise Scholarship, the
money given by the state to students who do well .
on the MME. And 824 = 59 percent — reached
proficient levels that will allow them to start
collecting up to $4,000 worth of scholarship
money.

All students who take all phases are ehglble,

those who score in Level 1 (advanced) or Level

"2 (proficient) get $1,000 their fifst year and

$2,000 the second year. Students who don’t
reach those levels have to complete their first
two years and hold a 2.5 grade-point average.

“It’s a great credit to the kids and to their
families for the support they’re given at home,”
Bender said. “Our students take the (MME) very
seriously. They recognize the importance of it. In
many cases, it’s a tremendous incentive for the
kids to pursue a college education.” ’

The MME numbers themselves stayed basical-
Iy where they were in 2008, though they showed
some improvement over 2007. That follows the
state trend, though state averages are consider-
ably lower than in Plymouth-Canton.

And, as good as the local numbers are, they
still fall far short of the 100 percent the district
will be required by the federal No Child Left
Behind Act to reach by 2014.

Bender said officials are confident more strin-
gent curriculum guidelines imposed by the state
and the work the district is doing on its own
curriculum will help Plymouth-Canton students
reach that plateau.

“That work centers around the work we're
doing in individual classrooms, it’s about teach-
ers pushlng the students to meet content expec-
‘tations,” Bender said.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

Road projects to detour drivers
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resurfacing project.

While construction crews will find ways to
accommodate neighborhood residents, “the
road will be open to local traffic only,” Bill
Serchak, a Canton staff engineer, said.

The road closing comes just weeks after the
township board voted to move ahead with
the resurfacing, part of a new round of local
projects totaling $960,923. Work crews also
will do some minor concrete-repair patching
along Lilley north of Cherry Hill.

Motorists are advised to use Sheldon as a

detour route and to avoid Haggerty, where

a northbound lane between Cherry Hill and .
Ford was closed Monday due to a Wayne
County resurfacing project.

Haggerty’s northbound lane is expected
to remain closed for four to six weeks while .
work crews complete the project. Motorists
are urged to use Lilley as a northbound
detour.

In a few weeks, Haggerty’s southbound lane
is expected to be closed as the project con-
tinues, but the township has said southbound
traffic will be maintained even then by shift-
ing motorists over to the northbound lane.

“Southbound traffic on Haggerty Road
will be maintained at all times during con-
struction,” according to a statement from the
township.

Township officials hope motorists will have
patience — and be cautious — while the sum-
mer road-construction season is under way.

“There’s a lot of work that needs to be
done,” Serchak said.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Music camps

Parents looking for a fun,
new camp to introduce their
children to music might
want to check out the Music,
Melodies & More sum-

- mer camps offered by the
Plymouth Symphony. -

s “String Camp,” July 27-31,
1-4 p.m., ages 5-11

* “Wind Camp,” Aug. 3-7, 1-
4 p.m., ages 5-11

* “Brass and Percussion
Camp,” Aug. 17-21, 1-4 p.m.,
ages 5-1.

Aspiring musicians can sign
up for one or all three camps.
Activities and musical instru-
ments will change with each
session so that young musi-
cians will enjoy a different '
experience throughout the
sumrmer.

Instructor Faith Demorest,
along with other Plymouth
Canton Symphony musicians,
will teach the camps. Each
session will introduce differ-
ent instruments, explore vari-
ous composers, teach musical
games and get creative with
musical crafts. Parents can
plan for a performance for
family and friends at 4 p.m. on
Friday after each session.

Instruments are encour-
aged; however, those who dont
~ have one can contact the sym-
phony.

Call the Plymouth
Comimunity Arts Council at
(734) 416-4278 to sign up
today. .

Chorale auditions

“A Grand Night for Singing”
is a first rate musical review
featuring the music and lyrics
of Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein I1. The cast fea-

tures five primary characters
and added voices from the
BeckRidge Chorale and Cherry
Hill Singers. Songs include
Some Enchanted Evening, It's
A Grand Night for Singing,
Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin,
Hello, Young Lovers and more.
Performances are Friday, Sept.
11, and Sunday, Sept. 13.

The auditions for soloists
for Grand Night are Sunday,
July 26 from 2-5 p.m. and
Monday, July 27 from 7:30-

9 p.m. Performances will be
held atthe Village Theater
at Cherry Hill in Canton.
This is a BeckRidge Chorale
Production.

For more information or to
sign up for an audition, please
go to the BeckRidge Chorale
website at www. beckndgecho-

-rale.org

Pageant volunteers

The Plymouth-Canton
Junior Miss Scholarship
Program is in need of vol-
unteers to help out with this
year's program.

Organizers goal is to make
the event bigger and better,
and say the only way to do that
is with volunteers.

Anyone interested should
send an e-mail to pcjrmiss@
yahoo.com. All volunteers are
welcome and appreciated.

Grub crawl

Canton Chamber of
Commerce, Charter Township
of Canton and the Downtown
Development Authority will be
co-hosting Canton’s eighth annu-

al Grub Crawl 6-10 p.m. Tuesday,

July 21. This event is open to the
public and participants must be
21 years of age or older.

The Grub Crawl is an oppor-
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Pom perfectlon

The Canton High School Chiefettes PomPon team stormed into the MldAmerlcan PomPon camp at Northwood
University in Midiand earlier this month and swept out with some of the camp’s top hardware. The varsity Chiefettes
earned honors as the camp's overall Grand Champions and also got the Day 4 ‘Knock Your Socks Off' award. The
Senior Chiefettes also took first place in the senior kick routine.

tunity for area restaurants to
showcase their establishment
as well as promote Canton’s
diversity while having fun.
Par-ticipating restaurants

in this year’s event include:

4. Friends Restaurant,
Applebee’s, Antonio’s Cucina
Italiana, Bailey’s Pub & Grille,
bd’s Mongolian Grill, Buffalo
Wild Wings, Carrabba’s Italian
Grill, Chili’s, Crow’s Nest,
Max & Erma’s, Rose’s Grill &
Bar, Shark Club, Shish Kabob
Café, T.C. Gator’s Sports Page,
and T.G.I. Friday’s.

Tickets (T-shirt) are $35
each and include transporta-
tion to and from participating
restaurants. T-shirts are on
sale now and can be purchased
at the Chamber office. T-shirt
sizes are on a first come first
serve basis so reserve yours
early. If you are interested
in participating in the Grub
Crawl, please contact the
Canton Chamber of Commerce
at (734) 453-4040.

Orchestra auditions

The Celebration Youth’
Orchestras, the youth
ensembles supported by the
Plymouth Canton Symphony-
Society, conduct auditions for
next season Aug. 14 at Evola
Musicin Canton.

The four ensembles of the
Youth Orchestra include

Celebration Youth Symphony

for advanced students in
winds, brass, percussion and
strings; Celebration Flute

2

Choir for to intermediate
and advanced flute students,
which in addition to playing
on CYO concerts also per-
forms for a variety of events
throughout the community;
Celebration Sinfonia for inter-
mediate-level string students
who are ready for more chal-
lenging repertoire and wish
1o continue building ensemble
skills; and Celebration Strings
for younger string players who
wish to learn ensemble playing
skills such as-playing in a sec-
tion and listening and follow-
ing a conductor.

More audition information
can be found on-line at www.
celebrationyouthorchestras.org

Staged reading

8th Wonder Theatre at the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill
presents the award winning
“The Known Limits” by Joe

* Zettelmaier, performed as a

staged reading July 31 and
Aug. 1 at 8 p.m. at the Village
Theater in the Biltmore
Studio.

Zettlemaier lives in

‘Milan, Mich., and is an

Associate Artist at the
Performance Network, an
adjunct lecturer at Eastern
Michigan University, and the
Playwriting Mentor at Pioneer
High School.

Village Theater at Cherry
Hill is located at 50400
Cherry Hill, at the corner
of Cherry Hill and Ridge
roads in Canton. Tickets

Ao s

are $10 general admission
only. Box office opens an
hour before show time. Go to
www.8thwondertheatre.com
for more information or call
(734) 972-4054.

Pageant time

Applications are now being
accepted for the 2009 Miss
‘Wayne County Scholarship
Pageant, an official Miss
America preliminary. Young
women who live, work full
time, or attend school full
time in Wayne County and are

between the ages 17 and 24 are,

eligible.

Areas of competition include
and interview, lifestyle and
fitness in swimsuit, evening
gown, talent and on-stage
question. The winner will rep-
resent Wayne County at the
2010 Miss Michigan pageant
in Muskegon as well as receive
a cash scholarship.

Call (734) 367-0560 or send
an e-mail to sheilamaell16@
aol.com to request an applica-
tion. They also can be found
on the Miss Wayne County

‘Web site at www.miss-

Wayneco.com.
The deadline for entry is
Aug, 17. The pageant will be
held Saturday, Sept. 12, at
Livonia Churchill High School.

Food drive

All during July, a Canton
hair salon, Great Clips, will
give $1 off haircuts for anyone
who brings in non-perishable
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food donations to help local
food centers and shelters.

The salon is located at -
Canton Premier Center, 46018
Michigan Avenue.

For more information call
(734) 495-9446.

Big River

8th Wonder Theatre at the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill
presents “Big River,” the Tony
Award winning musical ver-
sion of “The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn.”

Performances are 8 p.m.
Aug. 7; 2 and 8 p.m. Aug. 8; 2

pam. Aug. 9; 10 a.m. and 8 p.m.

Aug. 13-14; 8 p.m. Aug. 15 and
2 p.m. Aug. 16.

Village Theater at Cherry
Hill is located at 50400
Cherry Hill Road at the corner
of Cherry Hill and Ridge in
Canton.

Tickets can be purchased at

the Summit on the Park or by -
phone at the Village Theater
Box Office at (734) 394-5460
or on-line at www.canton-
mi.org/villagetheater or at the
door.

For more information go to
www.8thwondertheatre.com
or call (734) 972-4054.

Golf outing

Each year the Canton
Chamber of Commerce hosts
an annual Golf OQuting. This
year the classic will take
place on Tuesday, Aug. 19, at
Pheasant Run Golf Club of
Canton. This event is open
to the public, and there are
various packages avallable for
purchase.

Golffor Four Package,
$550- Includes golf with cart
for four, continental breakfast,
lunch at the turn, beverages
on the course, Buffet dinner, .
prizes , gift package and more!

Golf for Four Sponsorship
Package, $650- Includes golf
for four with cart and a Tee or
Green Sponsorship, continental
breakfast, lunch at the turn,
beverages on the course, Buffet
dinner, prizes, gift package, sig-
nage at the course, recognition
at the dinner, and a plaque. .

Individual Golf, $150-
Includes golf with cart, conti-

. nental breakfast, lunch at the

turn, beverages on the course,
Buffet dinner, prizes, gift .
package, and more!

Dinner Only, $35. Tee and
Green sponsorships are avail-
able and affordable. Ifyou
are interested in purchasing.
a sponsorship, contact the
Chamber at (734) 453-4040.
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Firefighters get ,infrared help

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton firefighters will beef
up their arsenal of tools aimed
at dousing fires, protecting
property and saving lives.

Firefighters will get another
thermal imaging camera that
essentially allows them to see
through smoke, darkness and
walls to find “hot spots” by
rendering infrared radiation
as visible light.

It’s a tool that helps fire-
fighters not only minimize
damage to homes and busi-
nesses, but in dire situations it
can save lives by leading them
to people who may be over-
come by smoke.

“If you're in a smoke-filled
room looking for people, it
certainly, absolutely can (save
iives),” Fire Chiel Michael
Rorabacher said.

His remarks came after the

Canton Township Board of
Trustees agreed Tuesday to
spend $9,894 for a new, MS
5200 thermal imaging camera

from Romeo-based Apollo Fire

Equipment.

The decision means the
Canton Fire Department will
have the special cameras at
all three fire stations and be
able to place an older thermal
imager in reserve, Rorabacher
said.

Township Treasurer Melissa
McLaughlin voiced her sup-
port for the tools she said also
can reduce costly property
damage by letting firefighters
rule out hot spots, rather than
chopping into walls.

The cameras are small,
light-weight and can be easily
attached to firefighters’ gear.

In another decision, the
iwwnship buard has approved
two new Ford Motor Co.-built
rescue squads to replace two

aging vehicles used by para-
medics responding to medlcal
emergencies. .

The township will spend up
to $290,000 from fire capital
outlay funds to buy the rescue
squads and install the neces-
sary EMS and radio equlp-
ment.

The new vehicles will -
replace older rescue squads,
used since 2003, that are
increasingly in need of repairs
after accumulating more than
100,000 miles.

Public Safety Director John
Santomauro said the town-
ship has an emergency vehicle
replacement plan that gradu-
ally keeps the fleet updated,
rather than forcing the town-
ship to make numerous pur-
chases at one time.

Said Rorabacher: “It’s cheap-

YR S N I
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Dixie Kingsbury, 52, left, is the youngest of 10 children, while sister Lenore, 76, is the oldest.

FROM PAGE A1

and Kingsbury fought back tears

as she talked of the only sibling,

Jane Vonvoigtlander, who died a

few years ago after battling can-

cer. The remaining siblings plan to
attend this year’s reunion, including
Georgeann Ford of Ypsilanti; Mary
Rose Hurst of Knoxville, Tenn.; Rena
Dombroski of Bristol, Tenn.; Nema
Coffey of Canton; Link Bundon of
Wayne; Bill Bundon of Plymouth;

and Rick Bundon of Ypsilanti.
On certain days, some family

members will go on outings to events
like a Detroit Tigers game. The larg-
est crowd for any one reunion was

203 people, and Kingsbury said

“there’s no drinking or drugs, ever.

We have a funr time without it.”

If there are certain relatives who
tend to annoy the others, this family

isn't telling,

“Everybody gets along pretty
good,” Lenore Walker said.

It’s the way their late parents,

married for 67 years, would want
it, Kingsbury said. “We had a good

upbringing.”

dctem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

The Dance Connection

Canton, Ml

Memher of Gecchetti Council of America

These family photos from the 1950s are of Lennon and Elnora Bundon.

FALL REGIS'I'RA'I'ION

Every Tuesday & Thursday

5 p.m.-8
Starting Aug. 4-Sept. 3
Classes begin Sept. 8

meo

Ballet ¢ Tap.

Jazz * Hip Hop' .
l ical /Contemporary " .
PreY;chool Creah\l:e buzc‘e

* No annual registration fees
¢ Affordable costumes

* Reasonable recital tickets

* Annual attendance trophies

1672 ‘s Lilley at Palmer Canton,
www.the-dance-connection.com

Prowdiny
quality dance
education for

15 years!
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The Still Got It praduction of ‘Funeral Tea' features (front, from left) Joanna McKay of Canton and Beth Brooks of
Northville, as well as (back, from left) Robin Hoover of Beileville, Lanna Collins of Garden City and Linda Trygg of Westland.

Performers “Still Got It" in pair of plays

The Still Got It Players, a new theater com-
pany composed of performers age 50 and up,
debut their first show, a pair of one-act com-
edies that will be performed on the main stage
at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill in Canton
next month.

The two plays - Any Body for Tea? by C.B.
Gilford and Funeral Tea by Pat Wilson - put the
focus on a couple of different groups of ladies,
according to Debbie Lannen, the director of The
Still Got It Players.

“In Anybody for Tea? is a wonderful group of

elderly ladies
dying to meet
TAKING THE STAGE the hand-
» What: Still Got It Players pro- some detec-
ductions of “Any Body for Tea”  tive across the
and “Funeral Tea" . ' street, and the
o When: Aug. 26-27,1p.m;; Aug. le;‘g}:;gfy
28-29,7 pm.; Aug. 30, 2 p.m. ﬁi m are hilari-
* Where: Village Theater at ‘ous and quite
Cherry Hill in Canton unexpected,”
* Tickets: $15 for adults; $13for ~ Lannen said.
seniorsfstudentsunder19 ~ "“Funeral Tea
» Info: www.spotlightplayersmi, introduces us
orgor call (734) 734-480-4945  toadifferent
. group of eccen-
tric ladies

faced with the dllemma and privilege of finding
the perfect resting place for a favorite uncle.”
Performances are set for 1 p.m. Aug. 26-27;
7 p.n. Aug, 28-29; and 2 p.m. Aug. 30, at the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry
Hill in Canton.
Tickets are available by phorie at the Village
Theater Box Office, (734) 394-5460, or on-line at
www.canton-mi,org/villagetheater or in person at

The Still Got it Players, featuring (from left) Shirley
Reynolds of Canton, Agnes Hay of Northville, Thomas
Strock of Canton, Lanna Collins of Garden City, Beth
Brooks of Northville and Lee Thomas of Plymouth,
present ‘Anybody for Tea?' at the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill.

The Summit on the Park or at the door/ Box office
opens one hour prior to show time. Tickets are
$15 for adults, $13 for seniors and students under.
19 and $12 for groups of 15 or more.

Still Got It Players, which features actors from
Canton, Plymouth, Northville, Belleville, Garden
City, Westland and Redford, is part of the Spotlight
Players organization. Spotlight Players is the resident
adult theater group for the Village Theater at Cherry
Hill. Formerly the Plymouth Theater Guild, Spotlight
Players is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization and has
been part of the community for 62 years.

For more information about The Still Got It
Players, visit www.spotlightplayersmi.Org or
call Lannen at 734-480-4945.
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BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Residents of the Plymouth-
Canton school district think-
ing about running for a seat
on the district’s Board of
Education have just over three
weeks left to make up their
minds,

The filing deadline for
the Nov. 3 election is 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 11. At this point,
it appears at least three of
the four incumbents - Judy
Mardigian, Barry Si
John Jackson - plan to run
again. Tom Wysocki, who is
finishing his second term and
has also been very active with
the band booster group, said
he is “undecided” at this point.

mescu and

Mardigian Simescu
Three of the four seats
are four-year terms. The
fourth seat, currently held by
Jackson, is a two-year term
to complete the term vacated
by Mark Slavens when he was
appointed a judge in 2007.
It'll be the district’s first
November election since vot-
ing last year to move from
odd-year May elections to
annual November elections.

Wysocki Jackson
Mardigian, who was first
appointed to the board in 1998,
was elected in 2004 and again
in 2004. She said her experi-
ence, particularly with the
district’s budget, will be helpful
if she’s elected to a third term.
“There are going to be a lot
of challenges the next couple
of years, and I think my expe-
rience and knowledge of the
budget, and the history of the

W-W taps two principal

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The Wayne-Westland
Community Schools is looking
for a few good principals fol-
lowing school board approval
of the appointment of Paul
Salah and Jennifer Munson
to positions in administrative
services.

Salah, the principal of
Franklin Middle School,
has been tapped to be the
senior executive director of
instruction, while Jennifer
Munson, principal of Lincoln
Elementary School, has-been
appointed director of elemen-
tary special education.

“I'm incredibly excite by this

opportunity,” Salah said. “I
take this position seriously. I
will work hard and work with
the board, the superintendent
and administration and on the
district’s future vision.”

Salah has been with the
Wayne-Westland district since
2001. He has worked as a spe-
cial education teacher, middle
school athletic director and
assistant principal and princi-
pal at Marshall since 2004.

He has a bachelor of science
degree in.history and visu-
ally impaired teaching and a
master of arts degree in edu-
cational leadership, both from
Eastern Michigan University.
He is working on his doctoral
degree in educational leader-
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shlp at EMU.

“Ilook at education as a peo-
ple business and our business
is about kids and the social
and educational programs we
present them,” Salah said in
accepting the position. “T'm
confident Wayne-Westland
will blaze trails in the future,
and I fee] fortunate to be part
of that.”

Munson has been with the
district since 2004, when she
was appointéd principal at
Lincoln. She has a bachelor
of scienee degree in spécial
education/elementary read-
ing and a master of arts
degree in school principalship,
both from Central Michigan
University. She had been
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GETTING ON ‘BOARD' ,
< What: Plymouth-Canton Board
of Education election C

* When: Tuesday, Nov. 3 :
» Who: Incumbents Judy
Mardigian and John Jackson -
have said theyre running; Tom
Wysocki called himself “unde-
cided;” Barry Simescu couldn't
be reached. -

o At stake: Three four-year
terms; one two-year term

cuts we've made and where
we'e at in terms of the budget,
is going to be helpful,” said
Mardigian, the former board
president who was elected
treasurer at Tuesday’s organi-

online at hometownlife.com

zational meeting. “We're going
to be walking 1nt0 unprec-
edented times.”

Jackson was appointed
July 1, 2007, to.replace Mark
Slavens, who was appointed
1o the bench before he could
get his name off the ballot
that year. Slavens resigned
the position, and Jackson was
appointed to fill it.

Jackson said he will file to
fill the remaining two-year
commitment.

“I said when they appomted
me that whomever got the job
should be committed to keep-

ing it until the end of the term,

and I said I would run and 1
want to keep that promise,”

_ Jackson said. “There’s a lot of

‘'work that needs to be done,

for director p

a special education teach

with the Shepherd Public -
Schools before joining Wayne-
Westland.

“Thank you for the oppor-
tunity, I'm extremely excited
about it,” Munson said. “I had
a fabulous time as principal at
Lincoln. I started as a special -
education teacher, that was my
niche, and I look forward to
working with the district on a
larger-base and working with
the teachers.”

Both appointments were
praised by school board mem-
bers.

“I've watched them over
these few years take a leader-
ship role in the community,”
board Vice President Cindy
Schofield said. “They took
their buildings and trans- .
formed them. They took them
to a new level and a new
height. I'm excited that you
will be able to take what you
did at your buildings and do it
for the school district.”

“I think we’re so lucky to
have them in our school dis-
trict,” board Secretary Martha
Pitsenbarger said. “I'm sure a
lot of parents at Marshall will
be upset, Mr. Salah was very
well-liked.”

“These are mighty impor-
tant positions and the board is
proud of you and confident in
you,” Trustee William Gabriel
said.

The appointments come less
than a month after the board
approved the appointment
of Sandra Morante Brock as
principal of Franklin Middle
School. - o

Broek has a bachelor of arts
degree in Spaiish and his-
tory from the University of
Michigan; a master of arts

. degree in education from
Peperdine University in
Mailbu, Calif,, and a doctoral
degree in education adminis-
tration from Michigan State
University.

She taught at Seven

and I think it needs to be done

by someone who has a good
handle on what’s going on. It
took me the first year to learn.
There’s so much to learh, and
with the challenges we face,
it’s important to have someone
with experience.”

Wysocki, first elected in
2001 and who is completing
his second term, said he’s still
unsure of what he’s going to do.

Simescu, first elected in
2004, couldn’t be reached
for comment and hasn’t said
publicly whether he’ll run
again. Simescu was elected
board president, replacing
Mardigian, at Tuesday’s orga-
nizational meeting.

bkadrich@hometowglife.com | (313) 222-8899

sitions

Arrows Elementary School in
California and as a night and
summer school teacher with
the South Redford School
District before joining Wayne-
Westland in 2004 as a history
and Spanish teacher. She was
appointed assistant principal
at Wayne Memorial High
School in 2006.

“Thank you for this won-
derful opportunity,” Brock
said. “I will miss my Zebras
with all my heart, but I
look forward to becomlng a
Hornet.”

“I'm so excited about this
appointment,” Schofield said.
“T've known Sandy for five
years and I've seen her grown,,

.and mature as a parent and as

a school board member. I'm .
excited to see what she brings
to Franklin and the collabora-
tion that will surely happen” -
between Franklin and Wayne,
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Chlldren s Back-to-School Shoes
56,8, °10,°20 and 25

Quality, Fit & Selection
29522 Ford Road e Garden City

1/2 block west of Middlebelt
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9'30am-8pm' Tues., Wed. 9:30am-6pm; Sat. 9am-6pm

A22-1771
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