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y o u a r e a m e m b e r , c l i c k o n t h e 
E - n e w s l e t t e r s t a b a t t h e t o p 
l e f t o f t h e h o m e p a g e t o s i g n 
u p . 

Tell us in 50 words or fewer 
a b o u t t h e b e s t F o u r t h o f J u l y 
y o u e v e r h a d . W h a t m a d e i t 
s p e c i a l ? F a m i l y , f r i e n d s , w h a t 
y o u d i d o r w h e r e y o u w e n t ? 
I n c l u d e a p h o t o i f y o u h a v e 
o n e . W e ' l l e n t e r a l l t h o s e w h o 
r e s p o n d i n a r a n d o m d r a w i n g 
f o r E m a g i n e M o v i e T h e a t r e 
t i c k e t s a n d a f r e e B u d d y ' s 
P i z z a . 

E - m a i l y o u r e n t r y b y 
T u e s d a y , J u n e 3 0 , t o y o u r 
n a m e , e - m a i l a n d e d i t i o n h e r e . 

R e m e m b e r t o i n c l u d e y o u r 
n a m e , a d d r e s s a n d a d a y t i m e 
p h o n e n u m b e r i n c a s e w e h a v e 
q u e s t i o n s . 

F o o d a l w a y s s e e m s t o t a s t e 
b e t t e r o u t s i d e . M a y b e t h a t ' s 
w h y F o u r t h o f J u l y c e l e b r a ­
t i o n s a r e r e m e m b e r e d f o r t h e i r 
g r e a t d i s h e s s h a r e d w i t h g o o d 
f r i e n d s a n d f a m i l y . 

W h a t i s y o u r f a v o r i t e t a k e -
a l o n g d i s h f o r p i c n i c s , b a r ­
b e c u e s , f a m i l y p a r t i e s , e t c . ? 
E - m a i l y o u r r e c i p e b y T u e s d a y , 
J u n e 3 0 . , t o Canton Observer 
f e a t u r e s e d i t o r S h a r o n D a r g a y 
s o w e c a n s h a r e i t w i t h o t h e r 
r e a d e r s . 

I n c l u d e y o u r n a m e , a d d r e s s 
a n d a d a y t i m e p h o n e n u m b e r 
i n c a s e w e h a v e q u e s t i o n s . 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER ] STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Open Door Ministry volunteer Sue Smith packs canned goods for distribution to hungry people. She is a resident of Westland. 

Ministry finding ways to keep its doors open 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
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A C a n t o n f o o d b a n k h a s f o u n d a w a y t o c o n t i n ­
u e s e r v i n g h u n d r e d s o f financially t r o u b l e d f a m i ­
l i e s a s i t s l e a d e r s w o r k w i t h t o w n s h i p o f f i c i a l s t o 
a d d r e s s b u i l d i n g - c o d e p r o b l e m s . 

O p e n D o o r M i n i s t r y , s p e a r h e a d e d b y C a n t o n -
b a s e d C o n n e c t i o n C h u r c h , h a s i n i t i a t e d a p l a n 
o f f i c i a l h o p e w i l l M.-M. a n y l * n j r - , i v i i \ g - f v u r s <;f 
w h e t h e r t h e food b a n k will s u r v i v e . 

" T h i n g s a r e m o v i n g q u i t e r a p i d l y i n a f a v o r a b l e 
d i r e c t i o n , " m i n i s t r y D i r e c t o r S t e v e D a r r s a i d . 

U n t i l t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n c a n f i x d o z e n s o f b u i l d ­
i n g i s s u e s , i t h a s h a l t e d i t s p r a c t i c e o f h a v i n g 
f a m i l i e s c o m e i n s i d e t h e b u i l d i n g ' — a f o r m e r 
c a r d b o a r d f a c t o r y o n L i l l e y s o u t h o f M i c h i g a n 
A v e n u e — t o p i c k u p t h e i r d o n a t e d f o o d . 

I n s t e a d , f a m i l i e s d r i v e u p n e a r a g a r a g e d o o r , 
a n d v o l u n t e e r s s t a n d i n g o u t s i d e u s e a t w o - w a y 
r a d i o t o p l a c e a n o r d e r t h a t i s b r o u g h t f r o m i n s i d e 
t h e b u i l d i n g t o t h e w a i t i n g r e c i p i e n t s . 

I t ' s e s s e n t i a l l y a d r i v e - t h r o u g h s e r v i c e , D a r r 
s a i d . " T h e y d o n ' t c o m e i n t h e b u i l d i n g . " 

O p e n D o o r p r o v i d e s food f o r a b o u t 3 2 0 f a m i ­
l i e s — o r a r o u n d 1 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e — e v e r y T h u r s d a y . 
I t h a s p u t o t h e r s e r v i c e s , s u c h a s j o b - h u n t i n g 
a s s i s t a n c e a n d a c l o t h i n g b a n k , o n h o l d f o r n o w . 

T h e m i n i s t r y a l r e a d y h a s t a k e n c e r t a i n s t e p s t o 
a d d r e s s b u i l d i n g p r o b l e m s , s u c h a s h a v i n g i t s fire 
e x t i n g u i s h e r s c e r t i f i e d , t e a r i n g d o w n o l d i n t e r i o r 
w a l l s a n d r i p p i n g o u t a g i n g s t a i r w a y s t h a t d i d n ' t 
m e e t t o w n s h i p c o d e s , D a r r s a i d . 

O p e n D o o r a l s o h a s i n i t i a t e d p l a n s t o i m p r o v e 
a n d m a r k i t s e x i t s w i t h p r o p e r l i g h t i n g , a n d D a r r 
s a i d t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n i s e x p l o r i n g w i t h t o w n s h i p 
o f f i c i a l s a l l t h e s t e p s t h a t m a y b e r e q u i r e d b e f o r e 
p e o p l e c a n b e a l l o w e d t o c o n g r e g a t e i n s i d e t h e 
b u i l d i n g . 

" T h a t ' s s t i l l b e i n g w o r k e d o u t , " h e s a i d . 
T o w n s h i p o f f i c i a l s w e r e s t u n g b y e a r l i e r c o n ­

c e r n s t h a t t h e y m i g h t s h u t d o w n O p e n D o o r 
M i n i s t r y , s a y i n g t h a t w a s n e v e r t h e i r i n t e n t i o n . 
R a t h e r , t h e y s a i d t h e y s i m p l y w a n t e d t o w o r k 
w i t h m i n i s t r y l e a d e r s t o fix b u i l d i n g - c o d e p r o b ­
l e m s a n d e n s u r e a p r o p e r c e r t i f i c a t e o f o c c u ­
p a n c y . 

, zes the operation that will distribute 
food for 1,000 people on this one night. 

T o t h a t e n d , t h e t o w n s h i p e v e n f o u n d a n a r c h i ­
t e c t firm t o w o r k w i t h o u t p a y t o h e l p t h e m i n i s t r y 
a d d r e s s t h e i s s u e s . 

" W e ' r e d o i n g e v e r y t h i n g w e c a n t o a s s i s t t h e m , " 
t o w n s h i p S u p e r v i s o r P h i l L a J o y s a i d T h u r s d a y , 
a d d i n g t h a t O p e n D o o r M i n i s t r y p r o v i d e s a " v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t " s e r v i c e t o p e o p l e s t r u g g l i n g w i t h 
b a s i c n e c e s s i t i e s . 

D a r r r e m a i n s h o p e f u l t h e e n t i r e s i t u a t i o n c o u l d 
b e r e s o l v e d w i t h i n t w o t o f o u r m o n t h s , a l t h o u g h 
h e c o u l d n ' t s a y w i t h c e r t a i n t y . 

L a J o y h a d p r e v i o u s l y s a i d t h a t w h i l e t h e r e m a y 
b e o b s t a c l e s , " w e t h i n k w e c a n w o r k t h r o u g h 
t h o s e . " 
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C a n t o n w o r k e r s s c r a m b l e d l a t e i n t h e w e e k 
t o f i x a H e r i t a g e P a r k b a s e b a l l f i e l d d a m a g e d 
w h e n L i b e r t y F e s t m o t o r i s t s p a r k e d o n r a i n -
s o a k e d l a n d . 

W i t h t h e y o u t h b a s e b a l l s e a s o n i n f u l l s w i n g , 
o n e c o a c h , D a l e E b e l i n g , d e s c r i b e d h i m s e l f a s 
" s h o c k e d " a t t h e d a m a g e t o b a l l f i e l d N o . 1 , b u t 
h e s a i d t h e t o w n s h i p s e e m e d p r o a c t i v e b y t r y ­
i n g t o m a k e r e p a i r s a s w e e k e n d g a m e s d r e w 
n e a r . 

" I f t h e s e f i e l d s a r e n o t f i x e d p r o p e r l y , " h e 
h a d s a i d , " t h e r i s k o f i n j u r y t o p l a y e r s w i l l b e 
g r e a t . " 

B r a d S h a r p , p a r k a n d f a c i l i t y m a i n t e n a n c e 
m a n a g e r , s a i d h u g e c r o w d s d e s c e n d e d o n 
L i b e r t y F e s t J u n e 1 8 - 2 0 a n d f o r c e d t h e t o w n ­
s h i p t o s t a r t u s i n g t h e b a l l f i e l d a r e a f o r p a r k ­
i n g e v e n e a r l i e r t h a n i t h a d i n p r e v i o u s y e a r s . 
T h e n c a m e t h e r a i n s . 

" T h a t f i e l d t o o k s o m e d a m a g e — n o q u e s ­
t i o n , " S h a r p s a i d . 

W o r k e r s h u r r i e d l a t e i n t h e w e e k t o s m o o t h 

o u t r u t s c a u s e d b y v e h i c l e t i r e s . A l t h o u g h 
E b e l i n g w a s t r o u b l e d t h a t p a r k i n g w a s a l l o w e d 
o n " v a l u a b l e a n d s c a r c e r e s o u r c e s , " h e s a i d i t 
a p p e a r e d t h e t o w n s h i p w a s " j u m p i n g t h r o u g h 
h o o p s " t o - f i x f i e l d s h e d e s c r i b e d a s s o m e o f t h e 
a r e a ' s b e s t . 

I t ' s a d i l e m m a : T o w n s h i p o f f i c i a l s w a n t t h e 
c o m m u n i t y t o e n j o y a n e v e r - g r o w i n g f e s t i v a l , 
y e t t h e y h a v e t o p r o v i d e p a r k i n g t o a c c o m m o ­
d a t e t h e c r o w d s — e v e n w h e n M o t h e r N a t u r e 
t o s s e s i n a r a i n s t o r m t h a t i n c r e a s e s t h e p o t e n ­
t i a l f o r p r o p e r t y d a m a g e . 

B a r r i n g m o r e r e p a i r - h a m p e r i n g r a i n s , S h a r p 
s a i d b a l l f i e l d N o . 1 w a s e x p e c t e d t o b e u s e d 
o v e r t h e w e e k e n d b y y o u n g e r p l a y e r s w h o n e e d 
a s m a l l e r i n f i e l d , a l l o w i n g w o r k e r s t o e r e c t 
t e m p o r a r y f e n c i n g t o k e e p c h i l d r e n a w a y f r o m 
o u t l y i n g a r e a s t h a t s u s t a i n e d m o r e d a m a g e . 

T h e f i e l d w o u l d n o t b e u s e d u n l e s s i t i s " a b s o ­
l u t e l y s a f e , " S h a r p s a i d . 

W e a t h e r p e r m i t t i n g , w o r k e r s i n c o m i n g d a y s 
w i l l m a k e t h e l a r g e r r e p a i r s t o r e s t o r e t h e f i e l d 
t o i t s f u l l u s e , h e s a i d . 
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B e t w e e n u n c e r t a i n t y o v e r t h e s t a t e ' s e d u c a t i o n 
f u n d i n g , d e a l i n g w i t h t h e s w i n e f l u a n d l e a r n i n g 
h i s . w a y a r o u n d a n e w s c h o o l d i s t r i c t , i t ' s b e e n 
a b i t o f a b u m p y y e a r f o r first-year P l y m o u t h -
C a n t o n S c h o o l s S u p e r i n t e n d e n t D r . C r a i g F i e g e l . 

I t d i d n ' t g e t m u c h e a s i e r w h e n t h e B o a r d o f 
E d u c a t i o n w e n t t h r o u g h h i s first a n n u a l r e v i e w 
T u e s d a y n i g h t . 

O n a s c a l e o f 1 ( l o w e s t ) t o 5 ( h i g h e s t ) , F i e g e l 
s c o r e d h i g h e r t h a n 4 i n 
t h r e e o f s i x r a t e d a r e a s . 
T h e b o a r d g a v e h i m a 4 . 4 
i n c u r r i c u l u m / i n s t r u c ­
t i o n ; 4 . 3 i n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
s e r v i c e s ; a n d a 4 . 3 i n c o m ­
m u n i t y r e l a t i o n s , a l l a r e a s 
w h e r e e s t a b l i s h e d d e p a r t ­
m e n t h e a d s a r e r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r c a r r y i n g o u t t h e d e t a i l s . 

B u t i n t h e a r e a f o r w h i c h 
F i e g e l a l o n e i s g r a d e d 
- l e a d e r s h i p - t h e b o a r d 
g r a d e d h i m o u t a t a 2 . 8 . 
W h i l e b o a r d m e m b e r s w e r e s a t i s f i e d i n g e n e r a l 
w i t h h i s p e r f o r m a n c e , a b u m p y b u d g e t p r o c e s s 
a p p e a r e d t o d r a g d o w n t h e r a t i n g . 

" T h e b u d g e t s e e m e d t o b e a m a j o r f a c t o r , " 
s a i d b o a r d V i c e P r e s i d e n t B a r r y S i m e s c u , w h o 
h e a d e d t h e b o a r d ' s r e v i e w c o m m i t t e e . " H e h a d 
a p a r t i c i p a t o r y b u d g e t p r o c e s s h e m e n t i o n e d i n 
h i s i n t e r v i e w s , a n d w e h a d h o p e d t o g e t i n t o i t . 
I t h i n k w e w e r e l o o k i n g f o r a n e w a p p r o a c h , a n d 
i t t o o k l o n g e r t h a n w e h a d h o p e d f o r e v e r y o n e 
to get comfortable with w h e r e t h e budget was 
b e f o r e w e c a n g o t o t h e n e w a p p r o a c h . " 

T h a t p a r t i c u l a r s c o r e l e f t F i e g e l " a l i t t l e d i s a p ­
p o i n t e d . " 

" I d i d n ' t t h i n k t h e b u d g e t p r o c e s s w e n t a l l 
t h a t s m o o t h l y , e i t h e r , " F i e g e l a d m i t t e d - " J i m 
( a s s i s t a n t s u p e r i n t e n d e n t f o r b u s i n e s s s e r v i c e s 
J a m e s L a r s o n - S h i d l e r , w h o c r a f t e d t h e b u d g e t ) 
w a s n e w , I w a s n e w . I t w a s a d i f f i c u l t y e a r w i t h 
t h e s t a t e . W e w e r e d o i n g t h i n g s d i f f e r e n t l y , a n d 
( b o a r d m e m b e r s ) w a n t e d s o m e t h i n g v e r y s i m i l a r 
t o w h a t t h e y w e r e u s e d t o . " 

T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f a n e w l e a d e r s h i p m o d e l 
a t P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n E d u c a t i o n a l P a r k a n d 
c o n t i n u e d a c a d e m i c s u c c e s s e s l e d t o t h e 4 . 4 
r a t i n g i n c u r r i c u l u m / i n s t r u c t i o n . F a v o r a b l e 
r e s u l t s f r o m t h e b o n d p r o g r a m , w o r k o n e n e r ­
g y s t i m u l u s g r a n t s a n d a c r e a t i v e a p p r o a c h t o 
e n e r g y c o n s e r v a t i o n p r o d u c e d a 4 . 3 i n a d m i n ­
i s t r a t i v e s e r v i c e s . F a v o r a b l e m e d i a c o v e r a g e 
a n d t h e l a u n c h o f a n a l u m n i W e b s i t e w e r e 
a m o n g t h e r e a s o n s f o r a 4 . 3 r a t i n g i n c o m m u ­
n i t y r e l a t i o n s . 

" I w a s p l e a s e d w i t h s o m e o f t h e i r c o m m e n t s 
( i n t h o s e a r e a s ) , " F i e g e l s a i d . " T h a t c e r t a i n l y 
r e f l e c t s t h e h a r d w o r k t h e s t a f f i s d o i n g i n t h e 
d i s t r i c t . 

" I t h i n k i t w a s a g o o d y e a r , " F i e g e l a d d e d . " W e 
h a d a f e w g r o w i n g p a i n s , b u t w e ' r e l o o k i n g f o r ­
w a r d . " 

S i m e s c u a g r e e d t h e r e w a s a l o t t o l i k e a n d 
e x p r e s s e d f a i t h i n F i e g e l ' s a b i l i t y . 

" I t h i n k h e ' s d o n e v e r y w e l l f o r t h e first y e a r 
i n a r a t h e r c o m p l e x d i s t r i c t , " S i m e s c u s a i d . " I t ' s 
a d i f f i c u l t p l a c e t o g e t a h a n d l e o n i n o n e y e a r . I 
t h i n k h e ' s g o i n g i n t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . " 

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 1 (313) 222-8899 
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Gerou C h i r o p r a c t i c Center 

• Low Back Pain 
• Disc Injuries 
• Sciatica 
• Headaches 
• Meek Pain 
• Shoulder/Arm Pain 
• Sports Injuries 
• Auto Accident Injuries 
• Family Wellness Care 
• Pregnancy Care 
• Spinal Decompression 

Therapy 
• Workers Compensation 

Injuries 

Em 
• Chiropractic Spinal 

Adjustments 
• Spinal Decompression 

Therapy 
• Spinal Disc Therapy 
• Massage Therapy 
• State ot the Art Digital X-ray 
• Computerized Surface EMG 

for Evaluating Nerve Function 
• Computerized Nutritional 

Assessment 
• Rehabilitative Care 1 e 

7277 N. Lilley Road • Canton, Ml 48187 
734-981-6969 • www.gerou.com 
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G a m e r e s c h e d u l e d 
A vintage baseball game 

to raise money to fight ALS, 
commonly palled Lou Gehrig's 
Disease, had to be resched­
uled due to inclement weather 
Thursday, organizer Bob * 
Mosher said. 

The game between the 
Northville Eclipse and the • 
Early Riser Base Ball Club of 
Detroit is now scheduled for 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, July 2, in 
Canton's Heritage Park. 

There is no set admission 
price, but donations will 
be accepted to benefit ALS ;1 

research. 

Food d r i v e 
All during July, a Canton 

hair salon, Great Clips, will 
give $1 off haircuts for anyone 
who brings in non-perishable 
food donations to help local 
food centers and shelterŝ  

The salon is located at 
Canton Premier Center, 46018 
Michigan Avenue. 

For more information call 
(734) 495-9446. 

M o b i l e p l a y g r o u n d s 
Canton's Mobile Playground 

Program is underway offering 
a wide variety of recreational 
activities for children ages 
5-15 all summer long. Kids 
throughout Canton are invited 
to visit any of nine supervised 
playground sites Mondays 
through Fridays right through 
the annual Parks-A-Palooza 
Bash Friday, Aug. 7-

Special activities will be 
planned, including weekly 
themed days, sports and 
games for all ages, field trips 
to Super Bowl and Skatin' 
Station, creative arts and 
crafts, and weekly visits from 
Canton's Climbing Wall and 
Recreation Station. 

Mobile Playground locations 
and times are as follows: 

• Heritage Park and Flodin 
Park, Monday-Wednesday-
Friday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

• Hulsing Elementary 
and Central Park, Monday-
Wednesday-Friday, 2-5 p.m. 

Historical significance 
Five students from the Talented and Gifted program at East Middle School - Andrea Ringer, Andrea Mathew, Calgary 
Haines-Trautman, Meghan Hoffman and Shannon Guo - competed nationally at National History Day (also known as 
Social Studies Olympiad) and finished eighth of 98 national finalists in the group performance-category. The quintet 
created a group performance documenting the impact of a photographer from the depression e r a , Dorothea Lange. 
Their group performance, titled 'Dorothea Lange: A Photographer for the People,' was one of two group performances 
from Michigan to compete in the national competition. The group created a 10-minute performance that chronicled 
the influence that Lange's photographs had on migrants in California during the depression of the 1930s. Their Work 
earned them an 8th place finish amongst all national finalists in the junior group performance category. 

• Royal Pointe and Miller 
Elementary, Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

• Field Elementary, Cherry 
Hill Village and Freedom 
Park, Tuesday and Thursday, 
2-5 p.m. 

Mobile Playground 
Program, formerly known as 
the Supervised Playground 
Program, offers tons of fun 
for just a one time materials 
fee of $10 per child. For more 
information on this summer's 
Mobile Playground Program, 
contact Canton Leisure 
Services Playgrounds at ¢734) 
394-5460, Ext. 1221. 

Textile a r t e x h i b i t 
The Village Theater at 

Cherry Hill is very proud to 
present an exhibit of textile 
art created by the Cherry 
Hill Quilters as well as other 
talented quilters on display 
in July at the Gallery@VT, 
located at 50400 Cherry Hill 
Road. This exhibition, which 
juxtaposes traditional quilts 
and contemporary textile art, 
runs July 1-26. 

Showcased artworks created 
by the Cherry Hill Quilters 
include: the Carolina Lily; 
Wedding Ring; Log Cabin; 

Warren Rd. 

J* Ford Rd. 
= (1-275, Exit 25) 

Cherry HIM Rd. 

Whole Cloth; Amish styles; 
and more. 

Also included in the exhibit 
are 14 quilts by featured art­
ist Desiree.Vaughn, who hails 
from Suttons Bay, Mich. 
. This latest art exhibit is 
free and open to the public 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and during public perfor­
mances, except for holidays. 
For more information about 
this latest art exhibition, call 
(734) 394-5300 or visit can-
ton-mi.org/villagetheater. 

' W h i m s i c a l ' W e d n e s d a y s 
After enjoying Music in the 

Park in Kellogg Park on a hot 
summer Wednesday, visitors 
can cool off the kids with a 
children's story read aloud by 
the local author. 

"Whimsical Wednesdays" 
at the Plymouth Historical 
Museum began Wednesday. 
Each "Whimsical Wednesday" 
starts at 1:30 p.m. and features 
an exciting children's story 
with one Wednesday dedi­
cated to a book on fun history 
about the city of Plymouth. 

The schedule: 
• On July 1, Plymouth 

Historical Museum's 
Education Coordinator Anna 
Lopez reads Footsteps in 
History, a short historical 
story about Plymouth and how 
our community changed and 
grew to become the great area 

it is today. 
• On July 8, Peggy Price 

Heiney reads her book about 
a teddy bear experiencing 
his own adventures after his 
companion Elizabeth forgets 
to take him back home with 
her to Seattle following a vaca­
tion at her Grandpa's house in 
northern Michigan. Heiney's 
book, Lonely Teddy, is avail­
able on Amazon.com. 

• On July 15, first-time 
children's book author Beth 
Conway shares Rachel's story 
in her book Rachel and the 
Magic Beads. While on vaca­
tion with a dear friend and her 
family, the idea to write a book 
about Rachel, her friend's 
child with Down syndrome, 
was born. While Rachel's 
brother Johnny watched as 
his sister danced around with 
her beads, the author and he 
decided they wanted to cap­
ture her fun in this little book. 
Twenty percent of the pro­
ceeds of the sale of the book 
go to an organization called 
the "Belle Center" in Chicago, 
which mainstreams children 
with disabilities. 

Other Whimsical 
Wednesday adventures are 
being planned. The cost of 
admission to Whimsical 
Wednesdays is $5 for adults, 
$2 for kids 5-17, and $10 for 
families. After each book 
reading, attendees can tour 
the Museum and see the 
"In the Presence of Lincoln" 
exhibit. 

For more information, call 
the museum, (734) 455-8940. 

H o s p i c e v o l u n t e e r s 
Compassionate Care 

Hospice is a community-based 
organization committed to 
providing excellent hospice 
care for patients and their 
families. The group is current­
ly seeking caring and dedicat­
ed individuals to provide sup­
port by being a friendly visitor 
to patients in the Western 
Wayne County area. Training 
is provided. 

For more information, 
contact Ann Christensen, 
Volunteer Coordinator, toll-
free (888) 983-9050 or e-mail 
at achristensen@cchnet,net. 

S p o t l i g h t a u d i t i o n s 
The Spotlight Players 

are getting ready to pres­
ent Oliver, written by Lionel 
Bart and directed by Barbara 
Bloom. 

Auditions take place 
Sunday, July 12 (for youth 
up to age 16). Registration 
begins at 4:30 p.m. Auditions 
for all adult roles (age 16 and 
over) are Monday, July 13, 
and Tuesday, July 14, registra­
tion each night begins at 6:30 
p.m. Performance dates are 
September 18-20,25-27 at 
the Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill, 504300 Cherry Hill in 
Canton. 

OBSERVER 
NEWSPAPERS 

W H E R E HOMETOWN STORIES U N F O L D 

HOW TO REACH US 
Home Delivery/Customer Service 1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737) 

Newsroom (313) 222-2223 Fax (313) 223-4650 

Classified Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (7355) 

Display Advertising (734) 582-8363 

online at hometownlife.com 

615 West Latayette, Detroit, Mi 48226 

Dance Classes for All Ages 
Ages 21/2 - Adult 

Recreational and Competitive 
Classes Available 

Ballet • Pointe • Cecchetti 
Tap • Jazz • Hip Hop 

Lyrical • Modern • Pom 
Preschool Combo • Ballroom 
Adult Recreational * Pilates 

•Floating professional dance floors absorb shock to 
help prevent injuries. 

• Highly qualified, friendly, professional teachers with 
training in a broad range of disciplines. 

• Combo classes for dancers ages 21/2-5 combine 
ballet, tap, jazz and aero. 

• Multiple class and family discounts. 

541 S. Mill • Plymouth, MI 48170 
The corner of Ann Arbor Trail and Mill (Lilley) 

734.207.8970 
ivivw.MetroDaiiceConipany.com Follow us on Twitter! wiviv.Tivitter.com/MoiroDance 

Follow Oliver, an orphan, 
from the workhouse of his 
birth to an upper class neigh­
borhood in London and 
meet all the strange, wicked, 
miserly and nice people that 
enter his life including Fagin, 
Nancy and the Artful Dodger 
through wonderful songs and 
a light hearted approach to a 
very dark Dickens tale. 

For more information con­
tact (734) 480-4945 andleave 
a message for Barbara Bloom 
and visit www.spotlightplay-
ersmi.org. 

R o c k o p e r a 
8th Wonder Theatre at the 

Village Theater at Cherry Hill 
presents a new work, Video 
Games: A Rock Opera, July 10-
12 and July 16-18. 

Local musician, R. 
Mackenzie Lewis wrote the 
music and directs Video 
Games. The book is by Stu 
Rase and it is choreographed 
by Brian Carbine. The play, 
according to Lewis, is "about 
two brothers, Tony and 
Anthony, who venture into a 
video game world via a portal 
in their living room to follow 
a nearsighted ninja who cap­
tured Anthony's love interest." 

Performances are 8 p.m. 
July 10; 2 and 8 p.m. July 11; , 
2 p.m. July 12; 10 a.m. and 8 
p.m. July 16; 8 p.m. July 17; 
and 2 and 8 p.m. July 18. 

Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill is located at 50400 
Cherry Hill (at the corner of 
Cherry Hill and Ridge roads) 
in Canton. 

Tickets can be purchased 
at The Summit at The Park 
or by phone at the Village 
Theater Box Office at (734) 
394-5460 or on-line at www. 
canton-mi.org/villagetheater 
or at the door. Tickets are $17 
for adults, $13 for seniors and 
youth. 

C r a f t e r s w a n t e d 
The Plymouth-Canton 

Music Boosters (PCMB) is 
hosting its Annual Holiday 
Arts and Crafts Ensemble on 
Saturday, Nov. 21. Exhibitors 
who hand-craft their own 
items are invited to submit an 
application to exhibit at the 
fund-raising event to be held 
at Plymouth High School in 
Canton. The juried art event 
is produced twice each year 
by the PCMB to help support 
the band and color guard 
programs at the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park. 

Artists and crafters who 
are interested in applying for 
consideration to exhibit should 
visit www.pcmb.net/artcraft-
to download an application 
and submit with photos by 
June 26 for the first wave of 
jurying. For more details, 
contact exhibit coordinator 
Carol Rosati at (734) 455-
0714. Only 100 exhibitors will 
be permitted to exhibit at this 
artistic event. Over the last 
four years, over 7»000 attend­
ees have visited the PCMB 
Arts & Craft Ensembles. 

Plymouth High School is 
located at 8400 Beck Road in 

. Canton, Mich. The Holiday 
Arts & Craft Ensemble will be 
held from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
on Nov. 21. In addition to 
over 100 exhibits, there will be 
food, a raffle, and entertain­
ment by local musicians and 
artists throughout the day. 
Admittance is $2. 

CANTON CINEMA 

JJALITY 
THEATERS 

j i c k M Kiosk & Hcksis OnBns 
734-844-3456 

w w w . G Q T I . c o m 

DETROIT'S BEST 
MOVIE DEAL 

ALL LOUNGER SEATS ALL DIGITAL SOUND 
ALL STADIUM SEATING 

4.25 to s5.00 
ALL SEATS 

EXCEPT ADULT EVENING not valid for Fathom Events or Digital 3D 

S H O W T I M E S 6/26 - 6/30 © N o passes 
Every Monday 

thru Friday 
at 10:30 am 

$>4 A L L 

I S E A T S 
6 / 2 9 - 7 / 3 FLUSHED AWAY (PG} 

0 TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE 
FALLEN (PG-3) 
1 1 : 0 0 , 1 2 : 0 0 , 1 2 : 3 0 , 2 : 1 0 , 3:10, 3 : 4 0 , 5 : 2 0 , 
6 : 2 0 , 6 : 5 0 , 8 : 3 0 , 9 : 3 0 , 1 0 : 0 0 
F R I / S A T L S 11:40 
O THE PROPOSAL (PG-13) 
11:50, 2 : 2 0 , 4 : 5 0 , 7 : 2 0 , 9 : 4 0 
F R I / S A T L S 12:00 
THE HANGOVER (R) 
1 2 : 5 5 , 3 : 0 5 , 5:15; 7 : 3 0 , 9 : 5 0 
F R I / S A T L S 11:55 
3D UP ( P G ) 
1 1 : 3 0 , 1 : 5 5 , 4 : 1 5 , 6 : 4 0 , 9 : 1 0 
F R I / S A T L S 11:25 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) 
1 1 : 1 0 , 1 : 3 5 , 4 : 0 0 , 6 : 3 0 , 9 : 0 0 
F R I / S A T L S 1 1 : 3 0 ' 

FREE DESIGN* 8. COST EFFECTIVE CONSTRUCTION 
*with all qualifying projects - ask if your project qualifies - 734-737-0500 

V iW r̂cef Piytl'vu^ M<r.Hg-«i -S«tf0-}^?4 

m 
« j • JL v tut SJIH* i fcna#fc<f 

www.djmaltese.com 

http://hometownlife.com
http://ton-mi.org/villagetheater
http://Amazon.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://ivivw.MetroDaiiceConipany.com
http://wiviv.Tivitter.com/MoiroDance
http://www.spotlightplay-
http://ersmi.org
http://canton-mi.org/villagetheater
http://www.pcmb.net/artcraft-
http://www.GQTI.com
http://www.djmaltese.com


online at h o m e t o w n l i f e x o m Observer S Eccentric | Sunday, June 28,2009 (O A3 

Bidding farewell 
Former Wildcat 'excited' about Farmington High School gig 

BY SUSAN STEINMUELLER 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Julie Kaminski says she is 
"thrilled" about being appoint­
ed Farmington High School 
principal. 

"When I became aware of it, 
it was a job that I was imme­
diately excited about," said 
Kaminski, who leaves Plymouth 
High School after seven years 
as assistant principal. "The 
Farmington Public Schools have 
an outstanding reputation." 

The Farmington Public 
Schools' Board of Education 
approved the appointment at its 
meeting on Tuesday, June 16. 

"To have someone with her 
background and qualifications 
and glowing recommendations 
is a real coup," said school board 
president Priscilla Brouillette. 

The search for a new prin­
cipal began when current 
Farmington High School prin­
cipal John Barrett announced 
he would retire on June 30, 
after 42 years with the district. 

The appointment is effective 
July 1. Kaminski has already 
been working with Barrett to 
acclimate to her new duties. 

"I think she's got a lot of 
enthusiasm and excitement" 
said Barrett, who was on the 
selection committee. 

Kaminski and her husband, 
Ken, have two sons, Connor, 
4, and Nolan, 2. They reside in 
Canton, where she grew up. 

Kaminski is a graduate 
of University of Michigan -
Dearborn, where she received 
a bachelor's degree in political 
science and a master's degree 
in public administration. 

In May 2008 she earned an . 
educational specialist degree in 
school administration and lead­
ership from Oakland University. 
She said a teacher and project 
supervisor at O.U., former 
Farmington Supt. Bob Maxfield, 
furthered her interest in the dis­
trict. "He always talked so highly 
of Farmington Schools." 

Kaminski began her teaching 
career as an English and social 
studies teacher at Annapolis 
High School in Dearborn Heights 
District #7 in August 1997. 

She served as assistant princi­
pal and athletic director at Allen 
Park Middle School before going 
to Plymouth High School. 

"My love is high school and 
working with high schools and 
teenagers," she said. "I have a 
lot to learn. I'm excited to get 
started." 
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JOHN STORMZAND [ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER. 

Farmington High School's new principal Julie Kaminski is 'thrilled' to start her new job in Farmington. 

Canton won't raise rates 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF 

Canton residents, already 
hit with a 14.7 percent 
water-sewer rate increase 
on May 1, will not see addi­
tional increases following 
Tuesday's rate-hike vote by 
the Detroit City Council, 
officials said. 

Township officials 
already had set its new 
water-sewer rates at 
$8.20 per 1,000 gallons 
based on earlier projec­
tions, Municipal Services 
Director Tim Faas said. 

The average customer 
using 32,283 gallons of 
water every three-month 
billing cycle will now pay 
$33.90 more each quarter 
compared to last year, Faas 
said. 

The Canton Township 
Board of Trustees approved 
the earlier rate hike to 
help offset increases from 
outside sources, includ­
ing the Detroit Water and 
Sewerage Department, and 

to accommodate rising 
internal costs, Faas said. 

Local leaders settled on 
a smaller, 14.7 percent rate 
hike following earlier talks 
indicating that township 
water customers could be 
socked with increases as 
high as 20 percent. 

According to earlier 
reports, the township chose 
to partially offset this 
year's rising costs by using 
about $500,000 from the 
water-sewer fund balance, 
leaving it just under $12 
million. 

On Friday, township 
Finance Director Rick Eva 
said local water users won't 
see any additional rate 
hikes this year. 

"We will not redo our 
rates until next year," he 
said. 

Each year, township offi­
cials analyze water-sewer 
rates based on the latest 
financial information on 
the cost of providing ser­
vice. 

"If we come up a little 

short, of course we'll have 
to raise our rates next 
year," Eva said, "but I do 
know that our rates will not 

it water hike 
change for the rest of this 
year." 

dcfemHhometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238 
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An exceptional home-like setting for 

Active/Alert, Frail/Recovering, 

Memory impaired and Alzheimer's residents. 

-24 Hour Professional Staffing 

-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free 

-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day 

-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard, 

-Planned Activities 

-Beauty & Barber Shop 

-On Call Nurse Practitiom 

-Medication Management 

-Incontinence Management 
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L o c a t e d at 8121 Lilley 
b e t w e e n J o y & Warren R o a d s 

Recycle this newspaper 
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Middle schoolers raise money for African project 

Seventh-graders Kris Scott and Robin Seay present a check to Lara 
Wineman, African Well Fund Representative. 

The seventh-grade students 
at North Middle School set 
out again to make a global 
difference, setting their sights 
on sponsoring the building 
of a well for a rural Ugandan 
school this year. 

The monetary goal was 
$5,500, enough money to 
install a well at the school and 
educate the recipients on its 
use. But they managed to do 
much more than that. 

The students raised $8,105, 
enough money to build the 
well at the Uganda school, 
educate the recipients on its 

* use, and fund half of another 
well in Africa. 

The initiative was started 
last year by seventh-grade 
teachers Ron Hoepfner and 

Steve Hudock as part of a 
cross-curricular unit on 
Africa. Last year's class efforts 
raised $7,700, enough money 
to have three wells installed in 
Zimbabwe, Africa. 

"This program is a great 
opportunity for students to 
take on a leadership role with­
in their community while rais­
ing money for a worthwhile 
cause," said Hudock. 

Students and teachers 
partnered with The African 
Well Fund, a nonprofit orga­
nization dedicated to build­
ing and maintaining wells 
in water-sparse regions in 
Africa. Now that the funds 
have been raised, AWF will 
drill, install and help to 
maintain the well. 
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Students participated in a 
variety of fund-raising activi­
ties including a spaghetti din­
ner fundraiser and visiting 
other classes/schools through­
out the Van Buren school 
district to practice their public 
speaking by making the case 
for the well to other students 
and teachers. 

A letter writing campaign 
was launched by the students 
that taught persuasive writ­
ing skills as they made their 
case to the community, local 
newspapers, elected offi­
cials, celebrities, and family 
members for donations and 
support. Michigan House 
of Representative member 
Diane Slavens, D-Canton, 
attended the spaghetti din­
ner fund-raiser, and Michigan 
Gov. Jennifer Graholm sent 
a response to a student along 
with a personal donation. 
Piggy banks and savings of the 
participating students were 
gladly donated to the cause as 
the seventh-graders learned to 
care for those who they haven't 
even met. 

"This project has been more 
than just one that raised 
money for an African school," 
said Hudock, "It was a proj­
ect that brought together our 

community and also instilled 
a sense of pride and respect 
among the students. It taught 
them that they can be an 
active member in society and 
they can bring about change 
on a global scale. 

"A big thank you to all who 
have donated to our fund," 
he added. "Our students have 
learned quite a bit from this 
project and have grown as 
humans." 

"Water," as posted on the 
African Well's Web site, "We 
drink it, cook with it, bathe in 
it, sprinkle our lawns with it, 
fill our backyard swimming 
pools with it - even create 
theme parks based on it. 

"We take its abundance for 
granted, but in much of the 
world, especially Sub-Saharan 
Africa, access to clean water 
is a luxury. More than half of 
Africa's villages lack access to 
a clean water supply. In many 
of these villages, women must 
walk up to 10 miles every day 
to retrieve the day's supply of 
potable water for their house­
holds." 

Visit http://www.african~ 
wellfund.org/ for more infor­
mation on the African Well 
project or to donate to help 
sponsor a well. 

ON CAMPUS 

M a t h c o m p e t i t i o n 
Michigan's team of 28 

high school mathematics 
students, including Canton 
High School students 
Natasha and Nikita Consul, 
competed in the American 
Regions Mathematics League 
Competition. 

The national competition 
was held on the campuses 
of the University of Iowa, 
Pennsylvania State University, 
University of Georgia, and the 
University of Nevada at Las 
Vegas. Atotalofl30 teams of 
15 students each represented 
various regions of the United 
States and Canada plus 16 addi­
tional teams from seven foreign 
countries. This is the 20th year 
Michigan has participated. 
Michigan competed at Iowa and 
was divided into two teams, the 
A division the Reals and the B 
division, the Naturals. 

The Michigan Reals placed 
13th nationally out of a field 
of 44 in the A division. They 
were tied for first place in the 
A division in total points with 
Chicago A team, for teams not 
in the first nine nationally. 

Michigan Reals member 
Nikita Consul of Canton High 
School received the Douglas 
Cameron Baker Memorial 
Award for helping the team 
make the most of the ARML 
experience, by love of math­
ematics, enthusiasm for the 
competition, and team spirit. 

H i l l s d a l e C o l l e g e 
Nicholas Plescia, a sopho­

more majoring in political sci­
ence at Hillsdale College, was 
named to the Dean's List for 
the Spring 2009 semester. 

Plescia is the son of Frank 
and Carly Plescia of Canton 
and a 2007 graduate of 
Plymouth High School. 
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Phi Sigma Theta announced 
Cory R. Hurst, the son of Gary 
and Becky Hurst of Plymouth, 
has recently become a member 
of Phi Sigma Theta National 
Honor Society at Michigan 
State University. 

Phi Sigma Theta is a nation­
al honor society dedicated 
to recognizing and reward­
ing academic achievement in 
undergraduates at institutions 
of higher learning. 

r * M a d o n n a U n i v e r s i t y 
• The following Canton stu­

dents were named to Madonna 
University's Dean's List in rec­
ognition of superior academic 
achievement during the winter 
2009 term: 

Fernando Joseph Adams 
Chelsea Danielle Archibald, 

Danette J. Barancewicz, 
Erin Marie Berbas, Sherry 
Catherine Browning, Kirsten 
Marie Cappabianca, Luis 
Abraham Carrera, Nicole 
Lavonne Carrera, Renata 
Bachi DaCosta, Roberto 

D'Amico, Kathleen Sarah 
Dizon Dantes. 

Tamica R. Dean, Gina M. 
Dembinski, Ann Espinoza, 
Elizabeth Michele Fenner, 
Wilfredo Figueroa-Berrios, 
Paul Michael Flis, Njabi 
Anyoh Fombad, Jenna Lynn 
Gambino, Victoria Jane 
Giesler, Darla Lynn Goulet. 

Allison Michelle Greiner, 
Jenny S. Hartl, Janet Hedrick, 
Stephanie Jean Heincy, 
Danielle Sue Henry, Joshua 
Daniel Hoover, Deanna Rose 
Janisse, Andrea Rose Johnson, 
Elizabeth O'Neil Kennett, 
Laura E. Lauer, Thomas P. 
LeBert, William Leddy. 

Rebecca Lee Lewis, Elizabeth 
Anne Lulek, Marie Elisabeth 
Martin, Lisa Jean McBride, 
Deborah June McCoy, Robert 
Wayne McCoy, Meghan Nicole 
Miller, Jessica Rose Molnar, 
Kirsten Pilar Moss, Lorela 
Myftiu, Fadi Nader, Ryo 
Nishijima, Britany Lynn Norris. 

Kathleen Therese O'Day, 
Kimberly Ann Olech, Becky 
R. Pakos, Seol-A Park, 
Binaki B. Patel, Sengmany N. 
Phantharangsy, Emilie Marie 
Pickert, Johanne Ray-Hepp, 
Rachael Anne Reyes, Nancy 
Ruth Richards, Nicole Riedel. 

April Lee Sawyer, Carly 
Elizabeth Scanlon, Tamara 
Marie Shirey, Alyson M. Sloane, 
Danielle Kathryn Suhy, LizaM. 
Terkoski, Robin Marie Tramel, 
Sarah Tupacz, Ashley Lynn Van 
Conant, Mark Varney, Gustavo 
Roman Vasquez, Dwiti Nitin 
Ved, Carolyn L. Verla. 

Anna Vivenzio, Charles 
Lacey Walker, Kelly A. Walker, 
Brittany L. Warner, Courtney 
Adams Weld, Jeanne Marie 
Winn, Julia Marie Zahn, Amy 
Christina Zavala and Christine 
Diane Zuerner. 

A l b i o n C o l l e g e 
Sarah Jose graduated magna 

cum laude, receiving a degree 
in economics and manage­
ment with a concentration in 
the Carl A. Gerstacker Liberal 
Arts Institute for Professional 
Management along with a minor 
in Spanish. The honor of magna 
cum laude signifies that Jose 
graduated with a cumulative 
grade point average above 3.75. 

Sarah Jose is the daughter 
of Richard and Deborah Jose 
of Canton and a graduate of 
Salem High School. 

N o r t h w o o d U n i v e r s i t y 
Andrew Steven Halinen of 

Canton and Jeffery Ky Willman 
of Plymouth were among stu­
dents granted degrees as mem­
bers of the graduating class of 
the Richard DeVos Graduate 
School of Management dur­
ing the spring commencement 
ceremony. 

Dick DeVos, founder and 
president, The Windquest 
Group, Grand Rapids, was the 
commencement speaker and 
received the doctor of laws, 
honoris causa. 
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Never fall in love with your investments 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

Q: Dear Rick: You used 
to recommend funds such 
as the Janus Fund and the 
American Century Ultra 
Fund, I know you no longer 
like these funds. At this time 
do you have one favorite 
mutual fund? 

A: I no longer recommend 
Janus Fund and American 
Century Ultra Fund for a vari­
ety of reasons, most impor­
tantly performance. As inves­
tors We should never fall in 

love with our 
investments 
and we should 
never hesitate 
to sell them 
when they no 
longer meet 
our needs or 
when they 
under per­
form. 

I always 
stress the 

importance of having well-bal­
anced and diversified port­
folios. I always recommend 
that investors have a variety of 
investments within their port­
folio covering a whole range of 
asset classes. Therefore, I gen­
erally don't have oneiavorite 
fund. I have a favorite within 
each asset class. 

Many times I am asked 
which fund I would invest in 
if I were only allowed one. 
Because I believe in diversi­
fied portfolios, I generally 
recommend either a balanced 
fund such as the Dodge & Cox 
Balanced Fund or Vanguard 
Wellington, or a fund of funds. 
A fund of funds invests in a 
variety of different mutual 
funds. For a long-term growth 
investor I recommend the T. 
Rowe Price Spectrum Growth 
Fund, while for an income type 
investor I would recommend 
the T. Rowe Price Spectrum 
Income Fund. In today's 
ever-changing financial world, 
investors must always be flex­
ible and never hesitate to make 
changes where necessary. It's 
OK to have a favorite fund as 
long as you recognize that your 
favorite fund today may not be 
your favorite fund tomorrow. 
Good luck! 

Q: Dear Rick: I took your 
advice and sold my General 
Motors Bonds, Thank you. 
I am now sitting on almost 
$150,000 in cash and I have 
no idea what to do with it. At 
the present time I have it in the 
bank. I don't need the income 
but I don't want to lose any 
money. I figure in about two 
to three years, I will begin to 
need some money. My bank 
where the money is at has rec­
ommended CDs or annuities. 
What do you think? 

A: I have no problem with 
CDs or annuities as long as they 
are the right ones. Regarding 
CDs, considering how low the 
interest rates are and the fact 
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that I believe in the not too 
distant future we will have 
inflation, I do not recommend 
locking into a CD for long-term 
purposes. If you decide to use 
CDs, I suggest staggering the 
maturities — one for six months 
and one for a year. 

It pays to shop around for 
CD rates. As long as the CDs 
are federally insured it doesn't 
matter where they are located. 
Therefore, don't just consider 

local banks but also credit 
unions, out-of-state banks and 
even Internet banks. It might 
be a little more of a hassle 
to use an out-of-state or an 
Internet bank, however, the 
extra money earned may be 
well worth it. Of course, after 
you do receive competitive 
rates, there is no reason you 
can't go to your local bank and 
ask them to match it. 

Regarding the annuity, in 

principle I have no problem 
using a fixed or equity indexed 
annuity. Like the CD, the 
advantage of the annuity is 
you cannot lose the principal. 
Annuities are insured up to 
$100,000. In your situation, 
you can invest in two sepa­
rate annuities assuring that 
100 percent of the money is 
protected. The advantage of 
the annuity is it will grow tax 
deferred until you need the 

money. You only pay taxes 
when the money is withdrawn. 
The downside is most annui­
ties have a minimum invest- . 
ment period that is longer than 
CDs. Typically, at a minimum, 
you must lock into a fixed or 
equity indexed annuity for at 
least five years although that 
does hot mean you can't take 
money out for five years. Just 
about every annuity policy has 
a provision that allows you to 

withdraw up to 10 percent of 
your money on a year-by-year 
basis without penalty. 

While CDs may be pur­
chased directly by an indi­
vidual, annuities must be 
purchased through a represen­
tative of the annuity company. 
If you need the name of an . 
annuity representative or a 
referral e-mail me at Rick@ 
bloomassetmanagement.com. 
Good luck! 
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Family events highlight 
Recreation Month schedule 

NEWS BRIEFS 

Since 1985, the National 
Recreation and Park 
Association has designated 
the month of July as Park and 
Recreation Month. 

The staff at Canton Leisure 
Services will use July to cel­
ebrate the kick-off of its many 
summer programs, as well as 
a time to pull the community 
together to volunteer and get 
involved in great outdoor 
physical activities. 

"As we observe Park and 
Recreation Month, we recog­
nize the important contribu­
tions of employees and volun­
teers throughout the township 
who assist Canton Leisure 
Services facilities, events and 
programs," said recreation 
specialist Jennifer Provenzano. 
"These dedicated support­
ers keep our parks clean and 
safe, organize and coach youth 
sports teams, provide educa­
tional programming, fund-
raise for local improvements 
and much more." 

As part of a summer full of 
nationwide activities and com­
munity celebrations, staffers 
offer a few ways to take part 
in this special month-long cel­
ebration: 

«National Recreation 
and Parks Month Concert 
(Thursday Series in Heritage 
Park) - July 2,7:30 p.m., bring 
blankets or folding chairs 
while you relax and enjoy the 
concert on the amphitheater 
lawn. 

• Tuesdays Are Terrific, July 
7 and 21 - This popular lunch-
time tradition for elementary 
and preschool audiences is 
full of music, magic and more! 
Bring your sack lunch, a blan­
ket and sunscreen at noon to 
the Heritage Park amphithe­
ater. 

• Backyard Beats - Local 
bands hit the streets at 7 p.m. 
and perform in the scheduled 
neighborhoods' shared green 
space or park. 

July 8 at Nottingham Forest 
July 13 at Fairways at 

Pheasant Run 
July 22 at Fellows Creek 
July 29 at Royal Pointe West 
• Tiny Tot Olympics, July 8 -

Children ages 2-6 will partici­
pate in "Olympic" events that 
are just the right size for them 
from 10-11:30 a.m. at Heritage 
Park. Each participant will get 
their very own "gold" medal. 
Fee is $3. 

• Jazz Concerts, July 10 -13 

• 
^ 9 

j r .* I 

Canton's Recreation Month observance will include 0!d Tyme Farm Days July 25. 

- In partnership with Smooth 
Jazz 98.7 WVMV and the 
DDA, these concerts take place 
in parking lots of various shop­
ping districts along Ford Road 

• Ice Cream Social, July 14 
- Enjoy our old-fashioned price 
of $1 for a delicious ice cream 
and toppings bar served up 
in the kitchen of the historic 

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP SENDS OUT WATER 
QUALITY REPORT 

The Plymouth Township Water and Sewer Department has sent out 
its annual drinking water quality report to consumers. 

Among other things, the report discloses the amount of various 
materials in the water, including microbial and inorganic 
contaminants, and pesticides and herbicides. 

The annual report has been required by law since the U.S. Congress 
passed the 1996 Safe Drinking Act Amendments. 

Most of the Detroit metro area, including Plymouth Township, gets 
its drinking water from the Detroit River. The Detroit Water and 
Sewerage Department operates the water treatment facilities and 
pumping stations that supply water to the township, which 
operates the pipeline infrastructure and acts as the retailer to area 
businesses and residents. 

Residents or business owners who have not received the report or 
have further questions can contact the Plymouth Township Water 
and Sewer Department at (734) 354-3270. 
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Cherry Hill School. Then find 
a shady spot on the lawn for . 
the tuneful melodies of the 
Canton Concert Band. 

• Family Camp Out and 
Movie Night, July 17 - Families 
are invited to set up tents 
around the Heritage Park 
amphitheater and enjoy a 
movie at dusk. Before the 
movie enjoy games and activi­
ties for the entire family begin­
ning at 6 p.m. 

• Old Tyme Farm Days, July 
25 - Celebrate Michigan's rich 
heritage of agriculture with 
this unique display of antique 
engines, tractors and machin­
ery. The event is held at the 
historic Bartlett-Travis House 
property. 

* Summit Lifeguard 
Competition, July 25 - The 
lifeguards that you see every 
day will be competing from 8 
-10 p.m. Not only can kids and 
adults cheer on their favorite 
staff, but they can take part 
in several of the games and 
activities. 

• Historical Hike, July 26 
- Step back in time and stroll 
through the heart of Canton's 
Cherry Hill Village. Explore 
the Cady-Boyer Barn, Bartlett-
Travis House, Cherry Hill 
School, Methodist Church and 
more from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

For more information on Park and 
Recreation Month, log on to www. 
nrpa.org or visit cantonfun.org. 
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ens applauded General Electee's decision to locate its 
istrict. 

S l a v e n s a p p l a u d s GE s i t e d e c i s i o n 
State Rep. Dian Slavens, D-Canton, this week applauded 

the announcement by General Electric that it will locate a new 
advanced manufacturing and software technology center in 
Wayne County. 

The new facility, which is expected to open later this year, 
will be located at the former Visteon Village site in Van Buren 
Township and is expected to create more than 1,100 good-pay­
ing, high-tech jobs. 

"We have the best workforce in the world and now our work­
ers can Build the advanced turbines that will power our nation's 
future right here in Van Buren Township," said Slavens, who 
represents Van Buren Township. "Michigan is a trailblazer when 
it comes to renewable energy and advanced technologies, and 
today's announcement will go a long way toward keeping our 
state on the cusp of emerging, high-tech industries." 

The new GE facility will house scientists and engineers who 
will develop the next generation manufacturing technologies 
for the company's leading renewable energy, aircraft engine, gas 
turbine and other high-tech products. The site also will focus on 
software development, data architecture, networking, business 
intelligence and program management. 

The state is providing more than $60 million in incentives over 
the next 12 years to bring the new GE facility to Michigan. 

G a r d e n H o o t e n a n n y 
There's wonder to be found through the garden gates this sum­

mer during the Garden Family Hootenanny, 3-5 p.m. Sunday, 
July 12, at The Whitney. 

Seeds of music will be sown in the gardens of the historic res­
taurant with live performances by the Mydols and Cello-Bella!, a 
Music Together demonstration, and plenty of fun for children of 
all ages. As parents dig into food and drink at the outdoor cafe, 
kids will discover bubbles, games and crafts blooming along the 
garden path. 

A "hootenanny" is defined as a social gathering or informal 
concert featuring folk singing and dancing. The Garden Family 
Hootenanny is the latest in a series of Hootenanny concerts and 

, CDs organized by April Boyle, lead singer of the Mydols, to cel­
ebrate music both children and parents can enjoy. 

Since 2001, Detroit Family Hootenannies have brought 
together talented musicians to jam with full audience partici­
pation. Acts have included Dan Miller, Pas/Cal, The Sirens, 
Loretta Lucas, Jawbone and Liz Mitchell. The concerts gave rise 
to two critically-acclaimed compilation CDs, Detroit Family 
Hootenanny: Detroit Folks Playing Old and New Music for Kids 
in 2006, and Holiday Hootenanny in 2007-

This year's entertainment includes all-mom band the Mydols, 
who entice kids to join in on songs like Run Crazy Baby and 
Three is a Magic dumber. Cello-Bella! will play family faves like 
On the Good Ship Lollipop and You've Got a Friend in Me on 
cello and acoustic guitar. 

Melissa Bila Regan of Harmony and Me and Merrily Gechter 
of Music Together with Merrily will share musical instruments 
and offer a taste of the early childhood music classes they con­
duct in Birmingham, Plymouth and Canton. 

The Whitney will provide garden fare, cocktails and mocktails 
for purchase. 

The Garden Family Hootenanny is sponsored by ecostore USA, 
provider of eco-friendly cleaners, bath, body and baby care items 
at www.ecostoreusa.com. 

The Garden Family Hootenanny will take place at The 
Whitney Restaurant, 4421 Woodward Ave., Detroit (www. 
thewhitney.com). Doors open at 2:30 p.m. Admission is $10 for 
parents; free for children 12 and under. Call Emily Driscoil to 
reserve your spot at (313) 832-5700. For more information, visit 
www.thefamilyhoot.com. 

Canton chamber seeks poker volunteers 
The Canton Chamber of Commerce 

is participating in the Charity Poker 
(Texas Hold'em), and chamber officials 
are looking for volunteers to work. 

Charity Poker will be held at Rose's 
Restaurant every Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
beginning Aug. 7- There are several 

non-profit groups participating. The 
Chamber's dates are Sept. 17-19 and 
Oct. 29-31. 

A variety of volunteers are needed. 
Willing volunteers should send name, 
address and phone numbers to cham­
ber President Dianne Cojei. 

If all works well, Rose's will continue 

holding the Charity Poker Room in 
2010. Cojei said if enough volunteers 
sign up, the chamber will continue to 
be a participating group. 

To volunteer or for more information, 
contact her via e-mail at diannec@ 
cantonchamber.com or phone (734) 
453-4040. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
AMENDED FINAL STATEMENT 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM 
2008 PROGRAM YEAR 

Pursuant to federal guidelines, the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Plymouth decided on 
June 23, 2009 to amend the projects for runding from the 2008 Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) Program. 

Location 
Original Projects 2008 

Project Allocation 
201 S. Main 
3850 Second 

Senior Services $ 11,124 

625 Farmer Transportation Program $ 26,106 

42375 Schoolcraft Senior Center Pre-Commitment* 
Multi-Year Acquisition 

$ 58,070 

9955 N. Haggerty Administration $ 10,700 

TOTAL $106,000 

Location 
Amended Projects 2008 

Project Allocation 
201 S. Main 
3850 Second 

Senior Services $ 11,124 

525 Farmer Transportation Program $ 26,106 

Trailwood 1 Handicap Ramp Improvements** $ 58,070 

9955 N. Haggerty Administration $ 10,700 

TOTAL $106,000 

* Terminated Project ** New Project 
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Canton woman lobbies in D.C. 
BY JULIE BROWN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A recent trip to Washington, 
D.C., was more than sightsee­
ing for Barbara Fichtenberg 
of Canton and her daughter, 
Ingrid, 24. 

The women traveled to the 
nation's capital for the Bread 
for the World national gath­
ering. "It was at American 
University," Barb Fichtenberg 
said Of the gathering for the 
national Christian anti-hunger 
group. Bread for the World 
does advocacy rather than 
direct aid. 

Barb Fichtenberg, a Canton 
resident, has been to about 10 
such gatherings, and Ingrid 
~ a Ph.D. student at Indiana 
University in anthropology 
— had gone at age 7 during a 

Barb Fichtenberg 

family vaca­
tion. This 
was Ingrid's 
first time 
as a partici­
pant. 

The June 
14-16 gather­
ing included 
panel discus­
sions, ple­
nary sessions 

and workshops. "We had really 
interesting speakers. There 
was the ambassador of Benin," 
the elder Fichtenberg said. 

They heard Andrew Natsios, 
former administrator for the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development. Michael Gerson, 
a Washington Post columnist, 
also spoke. 

Barb, a medical technolo­
gist at Garden City Hospital, 

enjoyed the worship sessions 
with a multicultural choir, 
"just a lot of interesting and 
informative activities." 

That Tuesday was Lobby 
Day and included meetings 
with the legislative directors 
for Sens. Debbie Stabenow 
and Carl Levin, as well as U.S. • 
Rep. Thaddeus McCotter, R-
Livonia. Both Stabenow and 
Levin are Democrats. 

The participants appreci­
ated meeting the legislative 
directors. 

"They're the ones that 
are assigned to work on the 
issues," said Barb Fichtenberg, 
who also serves on the board 
for Habitat for Humanity of 
Western Wayne County. 

Her church, Geneva 
Presbyterian in Canton, had • 
an offering of letters on May 17 

related to reform of U.S. for­
eign assistance. Fichtenberg 
noted the impact many letters 
have on legislators. 

Lobby Day is an annual 
event for Bread for the World, 
and the gathering is held every 
other year. She was impressed 
with their welcome at all three 
legislative offices. 

Fichtenberg noted the 
Michigan group included stu­
dents and scholars from the 
University of Michigan who 
talked about the impact of 
aid in places like Uganda and 
South Africa. Such aid helps 
to keep children in school, she 
said, as well as providing anti-
retroviral drugs to fight AIDS. 

"It was a really great expe­
rience," she said of the D.C. 
trip. There was also a father-
daughter team, a father-son 

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlifexom 
-CODS • FLORAL SUPPLIES»SILK FLOWERS • WEARABLE ART * C O T S * FRAMES • CUSTOM FRAMING«CHRIS 

Metal 
action 

Frame Kits 

iTMAS SHOPPE»NEEDLE ART • ^ 

& Document 
Frames with Glass 

Framing 
Categories Shown 

5 0 % Off 
Poster Frames 
& Wall frames 

with Glass 

CLASSY SWT W£EK OF 7/6/09 

team and a mom with a son 
just 3 months old. 

"It was a good experience 
for us." Fichtenberg and oth­
ers hope to reform the foreign 
assistance law, not done since 
1961. 

"It needs to be reorganized 
and made more transparent," 
she said. 

Many people have the mis­
conception that development 
aid is a large percent of the 
federal budget when, in fact, it 
comprises less than 1 percent, 
she said. Foreign aid has done 
much good and could be even 
more effective if it could be 

hunger 
streamlined and made more 
efficient. 

It's currently administered 
by 12 departments, 25 agencies-
and 60 offices. Fichtenberg 
cited HR 2139 which has been 
introduced in the House of ' 
Representatives and is gain­
ing co-sponsors. A companion 
bill will be introduced in the 
Senate later this summer. 

Poverty-focused develop­
ment assistance promotes 
stability in an unstable world, 
she added. 

For more on Bread for the World, visit 
www.bread.org. 
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T a k i n g a c t i o n ! 
Film studio, Specs Howard answer Hollywood's ca 

The Botsford Inn has been restored to its original beauty. 

An American celebration 
Botsford bricks tell local tales 

With the Fourth of July 
approaching, many Americans 
are looking forward to fire­
works, barbecues, baseball 
games and various other 
events marking the history, 
government and traditions of 
our country. 

As part of this celebration of 
history, Botsford Hospital is 
focusing on one of Michigan's 
great treasures, the Botsford 
Inn and offering a special 
holiday discount to those who 
wish to join the celebration of 
the Inn. 

For generations, families and 
friends celebrated special days 
at the Botsford Inn on Grand 
River Avenue in Farmington 
Hills - engagements, weddings, 
anniversaries, birthdays, 
holidays and Sunday dinners.-
Built in Michigan's pioneer 
days of 1836, the Inn has been 
witness to more than 170 years 
of Michigan history. Its cur­
rent owner, Botsford Hospital, 
has restored the Inn's exterior 
to its 1925 Henry Ford era 
appearance. 

The Botsford Foundation, 
the philanthropic arm of 
Botsford Hospital, is inviting 
members of the community 

to purchase a commemorative 
brick in the plaza directly out­
side the Inn honoring a special 
event, person or memory. A 
purchase of a brick will help to 
write a new chapter in the his­
tory of the Inn by supporting 
the renovation and restoration 
of its interior. 

Bricks include a personal­
ized inscription and will be 
available for purchase only in 
2009.4" x 8" bricks are $250 
and 8" x 8" bricks are $400. 

To celebrate America's 233rd 
birthday, Botsford is offering 
a $50 discount on these prices 
through Friday, July 31. 

For more information oh 
how you can honor or remem­
ber a loved one with a brick 
and to receive your discount, 
call (248) 442-5065 or visit 
www;botsford.org. Facebook 
users can also join the group 
"Botsford Inn Commemorative 
Brick Plaza" to reminisce 
about the Inn, post photos or 
share stories. 

Funds from Botsford 
Hospital will not be used for 
the renovation of the Botsford 
Inn. All money for this project 
will be raised through commu­
nity support. 

BY STACY JENKINS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Some were looking for a new 
career path; others hopeful 
to get to work, in this dismal 
economy, while others are pur­
suing their dreams of working 
in the film industry. 

A pair of informational 
meetings Wednesday drew 
plenty of curious people, many 
unemployed, to the Studio 
Center motion picture produc­
tion complex in Farmington 
Hills, where Specs Howard 
School of Media Arts will hold 
workshops in film production 
this summer. 

Studio Center is a hub 
for film production, with 
adjoining industry-related 
businesses Grace & Wild, 
Detroit Power & Light and 
Fletcher Camera. The seven-
acre campus includes three 
soundstages, post-production 
facilities, film processing, 
camera rental and lighting and 
production offices. It's tjie only 
active studio production lot in 
Michigan. 

"This is where the action 
is for all of the stuff going 
on in Hollywood," said Steve 
Julin, director of curriculum 
development at the Southfield-
based Specs Howard School. 

"Specs Howard On 
Location" courses will be held 
at Studio Center, offering an 
eight-week film workshop and 
a seven-week advanced editing 
course, starting July 13 and 
July 21. Both are hands-on 
and serve as an introduction to 
film production. 

"We're teaching you the lan­
guage of film," said Julin. "It's 
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Steve J u l i n , director of curriculum development at the Southfield-based Specs Howard School, talks about various 
things students will learn in the 'Specs Howard On Location' workshops in film production and advanced editing. 

tion and its very hands on." 
Students will use profes­

sional film equipment during 
the workshop. 

"I'm not going to show it ' 
to you on a white board or a 
chalk board — I'm going to 
have you do it," said Julin. 

Michigan has seen an 
increase from $2 million in 
film industry investment in 
2007 to $125 million in 2008, 
after Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
signed the bill allowing up 
to 42 percent tax incentives 
for film crews to come to 
Michigan. 

"We're so excited, because 
this is only year two of 
the incentive," said Julin. 
"Bringing Hollywood to 
Michigan is where it's going 
— and we're the leaders in 
education, so when a film crew 
comes here, they know to come 
to a very reliable source (fur 
workers). When a film crew 
blows into town, there are lots 
of jobs." 

Gaining the basic knowledge 
of the film industry will enable 
many people to apply for those 
jobs, he added. 

Michele DerMiner, of 
Southfield, is hopeful she'll 
break into the film industry 
some day. 

The unemployed photog­
rapher hopes to learn more 
about film production, specifi­
cally editing. "I've always had 
a love for movies, so I thought 
this would be something to 
pursue," she said. "Since films 
are coming here, I really want 
to be apart of it." 

Scott Jensen, of West 
Bloomfield, who has a degree 
from Specs Howard already, 
hopes to learn more about film 
industry post production as 
well. 

"I want to get to ESPN, 
that's my long shot," he said. 
"This is just another lead to get 
me to where I want to go." 

For David Licko, of Harper 
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Officially cutting the ribbon for the 'Specs Howard On Location' program, 
from left: Lisa Zahodne, Specs Howard School President & COO; Char 
Kernen, Specs Howard School CFO; Jonathan Liebman, Specs Howard School 
President S CEO, Specs Howard, Specs Howard School Founder; Steve Julin, 
Specs Howard School Director of Curriculum; Marty Liebman, Specs Howard 
School Corporate Vice President. 

Woods, Wednesday's informa­
tional meeting was just that 
— to get information about a 
possible career change. 

"I'm out of work," said Licko, 
who was in the steel industry. 
"I heard about a new industry 
with possible new opportuni­
ties, so I wanted to check it 
out." 

Jovita Moffett, of Southfield, 
attended the session with 
her sister, Lichelle Laws, of 
Detroit. Both are interested in 
pursuing new careers. 

Moffett said the growing 
film industry in Michigan is 
exciting and much needed. 

"I think it's fantastic," she 
said. "With the auto industry in 
the state it's in, at least this is 
giving folks something to look 
forward to and something that 
will reduce our unemployment." 

The workshops are just the 
beginning for these prospec­
tive students. 

"Our workshops will offer a 
breadth of instruction on the 
film industry not currently 
found anywhere in the state," 
said Lisa Zahodne, president/ 

COO of Specs Howard School. 
"Production crews are filming 
here now, so it makes sense 
to provide training now. Over 
the course of several weeks, 
our students will learn the 
language and craft of film; 
preparing them for success as, 
they enter the movie making 
field in Michigan." 

The Specs Howard School 
"On Location Film Workshop" 
will meet 3-½ hours per day, 
three days per week, with day 
and evening sessions avail­
able. "On Location Advanced 
Editing" will be available 
during the day and evening. 
Students will receive an 
official certificate of comple­
tion atthe conclusion of the 
workshop. Funding from the 
Michigan Works! program is 
available to those who qualify. 

For more information on 
the Specs Howard School "On 
Location Film Workshop" ' 
and "On Location Advanced 
Editing," visit: www.spec-
showard.edu/onlocation or call 
(866) 61-SPECS. 

We're there! 

Log on to momslikeme.com today and 
you'll find a community of moms just like youl 
There are features such as hrums and photo 
sharing, and you'll be able to organize and 
participate in groups, connecting with local 
moms who share your interests. Create a 
personal profile page and share a little bit 
about yourself to the friends you'll make. 
Have fun at momsiikeme.com 
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