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What was the most important 
thing your father ever taught 
you? Tell us in 100 words or fewer 
and include a photo of yourself 
and your Dad. We will publish 
as many tributes as we can on 
Father's Day. 

Dad or child or both must live 
in Canton. Include your name 
and city and your father's name 
and city. Include the year the 
photo was taken. 

E-mail to bkadrich©home­
townlifexom or mail to Brad 
Kadrich, Canton Observer, 615 
W. Lafayette, Second Level, 
Detroit MI 48226. E-mailed pho­
tos must be in JPEG format. Call 
¢313) 222-8899 for questions. 

Starting today, readers can 
stay plugged in to their home­
town news with a free electronic 
newsletter. The Canton Observer 
debuts Today's Headlines — an 
e-mail newsletter that will auto­
matically send the latest news via 
e-mail to anyone who signs up at 
hometownlife.com. 

To sign up, click on the E-news­
letters tab on Hometownlife. 
com (top left of the homepage). 
E-newsletters for all Observer & 
Eccentric and Hometown publica­
tions will be available as well as 
special editions for entertainment 
and local business news. 

E-newsletter subscriber contact 
information will be kept private 
so there is no need to worry that 
signing up will lead to a barrage 
of third-party sales calls. 

E-newsletter subscribers will be 
entered into weekly drawings for 
Emagine Theatre movie passes, 
concert tickets at the Palace and 
DTE and gift certificates for dinner 
at restaurants throughout western 
Wayne and Oakland counties. 

Canton Township Clerk 
Terry Bennett has been named 
Township Clerk of the Year by 
the Michigan Association of 
Municipal Clerks. 

Bennett was 
slated to receive 
her award 
Wednesday at the 
annual MAMC 
Conference in 
Frankenmuth. 

The criteria 
for nomination 
includes years of 
experience, dem­

onstration of greater-than-aver-
age competence in the position^ 
activity in county/state/national 
associations; demonstrated inter­
est in improving professional 
and personal skills and in the 
advancement of the clerk's pro­
fession; a record of contributing 
to the improvement of his/her 
community and respect of com­
munity leaders. 

Bennett 
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Ford Road bears seven of top 10 accident sites 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The Ford Road and Haggerty Road 
intersection, Canton's most accident-
prone, is targeted for more intense traffic 
enforcement. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

An analysis of Canton's most accident-prone 
roads has led township police to an indisputable 
conclusion — think Ford first. 

A list of high-craŝ i intersections using 
Michigan State Police data revealed that bustling 
Ford Road ranked among seven of the top 10 
hot spots for township accidents, police Special 
Services Lt. Scott Hilden said. 

Ford and Haggerty ranked No. 1 in 2008 with 
78 crashes, followed by the Canton Center-Ford 
intersection with 50 accidents. Ford also made 
the top 10 where it crosses Lilley, Sheldon, Lotz 
and the 1-275 area. 

Amid hopes of convincing motorists to ease up 
and pay closer attention to their driving habits, 
township police in July will beef up their ticket-
writing efforts at high-crash intersections along 
Ford Road. 

Two morning traffic officers and two evening 
officers will implement a special rush-hour 
enforcement with a heavy emphasis on places' 
where Ford intersects with Haggerty, Canton 
Center, Lilley, Sheldon and possibly the 1-275 
area, Hilden said. 

Township police are putting out the warning 
early to encourage better driving habits now. 

Please see ACCIDENTS, A3 
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additions add to festival lineup 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Visitors to the 2009 
Canton Liberty Fest are 
going to be dazzled by all 
the usual events: the spa­
ghetti dinner; the pancake 
breakfast, the International 
Festival, the parade and, 
of course, the fireworks 
display. 

But Canton Township 
Recreation Specialist 
Jennifer Provenzano says 
organizers are even more 
excited about the new and 
exciting things at this year's 
festival. 

According to 
Provenzano, some of the 
highlights include: 

• Canton Kitchen 
Stadium activities on 
Saturday, including new 
cook-offs and interactive 
demonstrations. 

• The Plymouth-Canton 
Kiwanis Club Goes "Hog 
Wild for Kids," with pulled-
pork sandwiches and sides 
for $5. 

• An "Adult Beverage 
Tent" will serve Jimmy 
Buffett-inspired sum­
mer cocktails from 7-10 
p.m. next to the Canton 
Live Stage while "Air 
Margaritaville" per­
forms on Friday and on 
Saturday from 5-10 p.m., 
"Oktoberfest"-inspired 
beverages will be served 
to those 21 and older while 
The Alpiners perform the 
music of Bavaria. 

J7 f I V * 

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

There will be plenty for kids to do when Liberty Fest returns to Canton this weekend. 

e There are big additions 
to the Family Zone, includ­
ing more rides, games and 
attractions, sky-high per­
formances by the Flying 
Wallenda family and the 
IGX Interactive Gaming 
Area (Wii, Playstation, etc.) 
including a Guitar Hero 
Tournament 

Celebrating Canton's 
175th anniversary as a 
township, (special activi­
ties/signs throughout 

the park will pay tribute 
to Canton's history), the 
Canton Historical Museum 
will be open and an "old-
fashioned shuttle" (carriage 
ride) will take visitors there 
from the park and back. 

"We could probably go 
on all day about every­
thing exciting happening 
at this year's Liberty Fest," 
Provenzano said. "A lot of 
people dedicate months of 
energy and enthusiasm to 

make the event enjoyable 
for the whole community. 
We're always honored to be 
a part of such an incred­
ible tradition and hope that 
Canton residents will offi­
cially kick off their sum­
mers with us and come out 
to enjoy the weekend with 
their families, neighbors 
aiid friends." 

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
(313)222-8899 • 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
.OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Canton is expected to receive 
a second splash playground 
similar to — but smaller than 
— one that drew an estimated 
25,734 visitors to Heritage 
Park in 2008. 

The new water play struc­
ture couldhe as large as 3,000 
square feet and is expected to 
open next summer in Flodin 
Park near Saltz and Morton 
Taylor roads, easing demand 
on Heritage Park's amenities. 

"I would love it," 6-year-
old Ryan Rotole of Plymouth 
said, enjoying a picnic Tuesday 
with his mother, his sister, 
family friend Lesley Tauro of 
Canton and her three children. 
"I would love to get to splash 
around and just splash, splash, 
splash." 

Lisa Tauro, 7, agreed and 
said when it's hot outside, "you 
could be cooled off." 

The parents lauded the idea, 
saying it will only add to a park 
that they already like to visit 
with their children. 

In a decision just this month, 
township officials decided to 
enter into an agreement with 
Wayne County, which plans 

Please see SPLASH, A3 

Graduation 
gratitude 
Joseph J . Morton 

accepts the 
congratulations of 

school board member 
Tom Wysocki at Salem 

High School's 2009 
commencement 

ceremony at Eastern 
Michigan Unviersity. 

For a complete list 
of the graduates and 
more photos, please 
turn to Page A6, and 

see a photo gallery on 
our Web site at www. 

hometownlifexom 
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Ronald McDonald was on hand as the Canton Public Library started its summer reading program this week. Along 
with readers of all ages, other first-week guests included Shooter, the Detroit Pistons' mascot. 

3 - D a y f u n d - r a i s e r 
" B o o b s f o r L i f e , " a t e a m 

w a l k i n g i n t h e S u s a n G . 
K o m e n B r e a s t C a n c e r 3 - D a y , 
h o l d s a f u n d - r a i s e r 7-11 p - m . 
t o n i g h t ( T h u r s d a y ) , J u n e 1 8 , 
a t t h e C h e r r y M a r t i n i , 5 0 2 9 6 
C h e r r y H i l l i n C a n t o n . 

D o n a t i o n s w i l l b e a c c e p t e d 
a t t h e d o o r . T h e e v e n t w i l l 
i n c l u d e y a f f l e s , a d i s c j o c k e y , a 
s i l e n t a u c t i o n a n d a v a r i e t y o f 
d r i n k s p e c i a l s , a l o n g w i t h f r e e 
p i z z a . 

F o r a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a ­
t i o n e - m a i l D e b b i e O a k s a t 
d m o a k s @ c o m c a s t . n e t o r c a l l 
( 5 1 7 ) 4 0 4 - 3 8 9 2 . 

S p o t l i g h t a u d i t i o n s 
T h e S p o t l i g h t P l a y e r s 

a r e g e t t i n g r e a d y t o p r e s ­
e n t Oliver, w r i t t e n b y L i o n e l 
B a r t a n d d i r e c t e d b y B a r b a r a 
B l o o m . 

A u d i t i o n s t a k e p l a c e * 
S u n d a y , J u l y 12 ( f o r y o u t h 
u p t o a g e 1 6 ) . R e g i s t r a t i o n 
b e g i n s a t 4 : 3 0 p . m . A u d i t i o n s 
f o r a l l a d u l t r o l e s ( a g e 16 a n d 
o v e r ) a r e M o n d a y , J u l y 1 3 , 
a n d T u e s d a y , J u l y 1 4 , r e g i s t r a ­
t i o n e a c h n i g h t b e g i n s a t 6 : 3 0 
p . m . P e r f o r m a n c e d a t e s a r e . 
S e p t e m b e r 1 8 - 2 0 , 2 5 - 2 7 a t 
t h e V i l l a g e T h e a t e r a t C h e r r y 
H i l l , 5 0 4 3 0 0 C h e r r y H i l l i n 
C a n t o n . 

F o l l o w O l i v e r , a n o r p h a n , 
f r o m t h e w o r k h o u s e o f h i s 
b i r t h t o a n u p p e r c l a s s n e i g h ­
b o r h o o d i n L o n d o n a n d 
m e e t a l l t h e s t r a n g e , w i c k e d , 
m i s e r l y a n d n i c e p e o p l e t h a t 
e n t e r h i s l i f e i n c l u d i n g F a g i n , 
N a n c y a n d t h e A r t f u l D o d g e r 
t h r o u g h w o n d e r f u l s o n g s a n d 
a l i g h t h e a r t e d a p p r o a c h t o a 
v e r y d a r k D i c k e n s t a l e . 

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n c o n ­
t a c t ( 7 3 4 ) 4 8 0 - 4 9 4 5 a n d l e a v e 
a m e s s a g e f o r B a r b a r a B l o o m 
a n d v i s i t w w w . s p o t l i g h t p l a y -
e r s m i . o r g . 

C o r r i v e a u h o u r s 
S t a t e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M a r c 

C o r r i v e a u ( D - N o r t h v i l l e ) 
i n v i t e s r e s i d e n t s t o t a l k w i t h 
h i m a b o u t a n y i s s u e s o r c o n ­
c e r n s d u r i n g h i s n e w o f f i c e 
h o u r s . 

C o r r i v e a u ' s n e w o f f i c e h o u r 
s c h e d u l e i s s e t t o b e g i n o n J u l y 
6 . H e w i l l h o l d o f f i c e h o u r s 
o n t h e f i r s t M o n d a y o f e a c h 
m o n t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g t i m e s 
a n d l o c a t i o n s : 

• 10 a . m . t o 11 a . m . a t t h e 
N o r t h v i l l e D i s t r i c t L i b r a r y , 
212 W . C a d y S t . , i n N o r t h v i l l e 

• 1 p . m . t o 2 p . m . i n t h e 
C o u n c i l C h a m b e r s a t W a y n e 
C i t y H a l l , 3 3 5 5 S . W a y n e R o a d 

• 3 p . r a . t o 4 p . m . a t t h e 
P l y m o u t h D i s t r i c t L i b r a r y , 
2 2 3 S . M a i n S t . , i n P l y m o u t h 

• 6 p . m . t o 8 p . m . a t 129 W. 
L i b e r t y S t . i n P l y m o u t h 

C o r r i v e a u a l s o h o l d s c o f ­
f e e h o u r s a n d o t h e r e v e n t s 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e 2 0 t h D i s t r i c t 
t o t a l k w i t h a s m a n y r e s i d e n t s 
a s p o s s i b l e a b o u t a n y i s s u e s 
o r c o n c e r n s . I f y o u r b u s i n e s s 
o r o r g a n i z a t i o n w o u l d l i k e 
t o s c h e d u l e a n e v e n t w i t h 
C o r r i v e a u , p l e a s e c o n t a c t h i s 
o f f i c e t o l l - f r e e a t ( 8 7 7 ) 2 0 T H -
R E P , o r s e n d a n e - m a i l t o 
M a r c C o r r i v e a u @ h o u s e . m i . g o v . 

G r a f t e r s w a n t e d 
T h e P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n 

M u s i c B o o s t e r s ( P C M B ) i s 
h o s t i n g i t s A n n u a l H o l i d a y 
A r t s a n d C r a f t s E n s e m b l e o n 
S a t u r d a y , N o v e m b e r 2 1 , 2 0 0 9 -
E x h i b i t o r s w h o h a n d - c r a f t 
t h e i r o w n i t e m s a r e i n v i t e d 
t o s u b m i t a n a p p l i c a t i o n t o 
e x h i b i t a t t h e f u n d r a i s i n g 
e v e n t t o b e h e l d a t P l y m o u t h 
H i g h S c h o o l i n C a n t o n , 
M i c h . T h e j u r i e d a r t e v e n t 
i s p r o d u c e d t w i c e e a c h y e a r 
b y t h e P C M B t o h e l p s u p p o r t 
t h e b a n d a n d c o l o r g u a r d 
p r o g r a m s a t t h e P l y m o u t h -
C a n t o n E d u c a t i o n a l P a r k . 

A r t i s t s a n d c r a f t e r s w h o 
a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n a p p l y i n g f o r 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o e x h i b i t s h o u l d 
v i s i t w w w . p c m b . n e t / a r t c r a f t 
t o d o w n l o a d a n a p p l i c a t i o n 
a n d s u b m i t w i t h p h o t o s b y 
J u n e 2 6 t h f o r t h e f i r s t w a v e o f 
j u r y i n g . F o r m o r e d e t a i l s , c o n ­
t a c t e x h i b i t c o o r d i n a t o r C a r o l 
R o s a t i a t 7 3 4 - 4 5 5 - 0 7 1 4 . O n l y 
1 0 0 e x h i b i t o r s w i l l b e p e r m i t ­
t e d t o e x h i b i t a t t h i s a r t i s t i c 
e v e n t . O v e r t h e l a s t f o u r y e a r s , 
o v e r 7000 a t t e n d e e s h a v e v i s ­
i t e d t h e P C M B A r t s & C r a f t 
E n s e m b l e s . 

" T h e A r t s & C r a f t E n s e m b l e s 
a r e t w o o f t h e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l 

f u n d r a i s e r s w e h o s t e a c h y e a r , " 
s t a t e d D e n n i s C a r n e v a l e , p r e s i ­
d e n t o f t h e 2009 P l y m o u t h -
C a n t o n M u s i c B o o s t e r s . " T h e 
m o n e y r a i s e d h e l p s t h e C o n c e r t 
a n d M a r c h i n g B a n d s , C o l o r 
G u a r d a n d P e r c u s s i o n p r o ­
g r a m s t h a t p r o v i d e s t u d e n t s 
w i t h a o n e o f a k i n d a r t s e x p e ­
r i e n c e . O u r c r a f t s h o w s h a v e 
b u i l t a r e p u t a t i o n f o r b e i n g 
s o m e o f t h e b e s t r u n a r t s a n d 
c r a f t e v e n t s i n t h e a r e a . " 

P l y m o u t h H i g h S c h o o l i s 
l o c a t e d a t 8 4 0 0 B e c k R o a d i n 
C a n t o n , M i c h . T h e H o l i d a y 
A r t s & C r a f t E n s e m b l e w i l l b e 
h e l d f r o m 9 a . m . u n t i l 4 p . m . 
o n N o v . 2 1 . I n a d d i t i o n t o 
o v e r 1 0 0 e x h i b i t s , t h e r e w i l l b e 
f o o d , a r a f f l e , a n d e n t e r t a i n ­
m e n t b y l o c a l m u s i c i a n s a n d 
a r t i s t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e d a y . 
A d m i t t a n c e i s $2. 

Book s i g n i n g 
A w a r d - w i n n i n g a u t h o r 

C h e r y l A . V a t c h e r - M a r t i n w i l l 
b e a u t o g r a p h i n g c o p i e s o f h e r 
l a t e s t c h i l d r e n ' s b o o k , " H a i k u 
F o r Y o u : W i t h S o m e O n e 
R o o m S c h o o l H o u s e H i s t o r y , " 
a n d h e r o t h e r b o o k s d u r i n g a n 
a p p e a r a n c e a t t h e P l y m o u t h 
H i s t o r i c a l M u s e u m 1 - 3 p . m . 
J u n e 24. 

H e r o t h e r b o o k s i n c l u d e 
" C h e r y l ' s M u s i n g s : A D a y I n 
T h e L i f e O f A n A w a r d W i n n i n g 
P o e t & P h o t o g r a p h e r , " a s l i c e o f 
l i f e v i g n e t t e a n d m i n i w r i t i n g 
g u i d e w h i c h w a s r e l e a s e d i n 
2 0 0 8 . 

S h e ' l l a l s o b e a t t h e B o r d e r s 
E x p r e s s i n N o v i ( i n s i d e T w e l v e 
O a k s M a l l ) 2 - 4 p . m . J u n e 2 0 , 
a n d a t t h e S o u t h g a t e B o r d e r s 

E x p r e s s , 2-4 p . m . , S a t u r d a y , 
J u n e 27. 

V a t c h e r - M a r t i n i s a l s o t h e 
o w n e r o f P e r o I n c . , a f u l l s e r ­
v i c e w r i t i n g , t u t o r i n g , i n s t r u c ­
t i o n a l d e s i g n , c o n s u l t i n g , 
p h o t o g r a p h y , e d i t i n g a n d p u b ­
l i s h i n g c o m p a n y . H e r p h o n e . 
n u m b e r i s (734) 397-1626, 

e - m a i l h e r a t p e r o i n c 5 @ c o m -
c a s t . n e t o r v i s i t h e r W e b s i t e a t 
c a m a r t i n @ b l o g s p o t . c o m / 

H a z a r d o u s w a s t e d a y 
T h e W a y n e C o u n t y 

D e p a r t m e n t o f E n v i r o n m e n t ' s . 
L a n d R e s o u r c e M a n a g e m e n t 
D i v i s i o n w i l l b e h o l d i n g 
a H o u s e h o l d H a z a r d o u s 
W a s t e C o l l e c t i o n 8 a . m . t o 
2 p . m . S a t u r d a y , J u n e 27, 

a t N o r t h v i l l e P u b l i c W o r k s , 
l o c a t e d a t 6 5 0 D o h e n y D r i v e , 
n o r t h o f S e v e n M i l e a n d e a s t 
o f S o u t h M a i n S t r e e t . T h i s f r e e 
e v e n t i s o p e n t o W a y n e C o u n t y 
r e s i d e n t s o n l y . 

E x a m p l e s o f a c c e p t a b l e 
w a s t e b e i n g c o l l e c t e d i n c l u d e 
h o u s e h o l d p a i n t s , s t a i n s , d y e s , 
f l o o r w a x , f l o o r c a r e p r o d u c t s , 
c a r p e t c l e a n e r , f u r n i t u r e p o l ­
i s h , b a t h r o o m c l e a n e r s , s t a i n 
r e m o v e r s , p h a r m a c e u t i c a l 
w a s t e ( n o n - c o n t r o l l e d s u b ­
s t a n c e s o n l y ) , s o l v e n t s , n a i l 
p o l i s h , g l u e , f e r t i l i z e r , l a w n 
a n d g a r d e n c h e m i c a l s , p e s ­
t i c i d e s , a n t i f r e e z e , m o t o r o i l , 
g a s o l i n e , a u t o m o t i v e b a t t e r i e s 
a n d d r y c e l l b a t t e r i e s , f l u o r e s ­
c e n t b u l b s , f i r e e x t i n g u i s h e r s , 
m e r c u r y f e v e r t h e r m o m e t e r s , 
s m o k e d e t e c t o r s , c o m p u t e r 
m o n i t o r s , p r i n t e r s , s c a n n e r s , 
m i c e , k e y b o a r d s , c e l l p h o n e s , 
f a x m a c h i n e s , c o p i e r s , a n d 

t e l e v i s i o n s . 
I t e m s t h a t w i l l n o t b e a c c e p t ­

e d i n c l u d e ; c o m m e r c i a l w a s t e , 
i n d u s t r i a l w a s t e , r a d i o a c t i v e 
m a t e r i a l s , e x p l o s i v e s , a m m u n i ­
t i o n , s h o c k s e n s i t i v e m a t e r i a l s , 
h o u s e h o l d t r a s h , 5 5 - g a l l o n 
d r u m s , r e f r i g e r a t o r s , m i c r o ­
w a v e s o r o t h e r a p p l i a n c e s , 
t i r e s , y a r d w a s t e a n d c o n c r e t e . 

F o r i n f o r m a t i o n o n h o w t o 
d i s p o s e o f t h e s e i t e m s , c o n t a c t 
t h e W a y n e C o u n t y R e s o u r c e 
R e c o v e r y C o o r d i n a t o r a t ( 7 3 4 ) 
3 2 6 - 3 9 3 6 . 

S a l e m golf o u t i n g 
T h e S a l e m H i g h S c h o o l 

B a s e b a l l T e a m h o s t s a g o l f 
o u t i n g i n h o n o r o f t h e p a s s i n g 
o f M i l t T h a c k a b e r r y a t n o o n 
S a t u r d a y , J u n e 27, a t F o x H i l l s 
G o l f & B a n q u e t C e n t e r i n 
P l y m o u t h . 

R e g i s t r a t i o n i s $ 1 2 5 p e r 
g o l f e r a n d i n c l u d e s a g o l f w i t h 
c a r t , l u n c h , d i n n e r a n d d o o r 
p r i z e s a n d r a f f l e f o r t h e g r o u p . 
T i c k e t s t o a t t e n d t h e d i n n e r 
o n l y a r e $ 5 0 p e r p e r s o n . H o l e 
S p o n s o r s h i p p a c k a g e s a r e 
a v a i l a b l e . 

R e g i s t e r f o r t h e e v e n t b y e -
m a i l i n g S t e v e G o r d o n a t t s g o r -
d o n 8 8 @ s b c g l o b a l . n e t o r G l e n 
K o r d i c k a t g j k i o r d i c k @ g m a i l . 
c o m . F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n 
r e g a r d i n g t h i s e v e n t o r s p o n ­
s o r s h i p o p p o r t u n i t i e s , c o n t a c t 
S t e v e G o r d o n a t ( 7 3 4 ) 2 6 2 -
9 0 0 0 o r v i s i t o n - l i n e , w w w . 
r o c k s b a s e b a l l . c o m . 

S u m m e r c a m p s 
P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n 

C o m m u n i t y E d u c a t i o n i s 
o f f e r i n g a n u m b e r o f s u m m e r 
c a m p s a n d p r o g r a m s f o r a l l 
a g e s - p r e s c h o o l t o a d u l t . 

O n e o f t h e m o s t p o p u l a r 
c o u r s e s i s t h e S a f e t y T o w n 
P r o g r a m f o r k i n d e r g a r t e n a n d 
f i r s t g r a d e r s , w h i c h t e a c h e s 
k i d s a b o u t h o u s e e m e r g e n c i e s , 
e m e r g e n c y v e h i c l e s , f i r e s a f e t y , 
b i c y c l e s a f e t y a n d s t r a n g e r 
d a n g e r . 

R e g i s t r a t i o n i s n o w o p e n f o r 
a l l c o u r s e s . F o r d e t a i l s v i s i t t h e 
C o m m u n i t y E d u c a t i o n W e b 
s i t e w w w . p c c s . k l 2 . m i . u s o r 
c a l l ( 7 3 4 ) 4 1 6 - 2 9 3 7 . 

M u s e u m b i k e r i d e 
B e f o r e y o u l e t a n o t h e r s u m ­

m e r g o b y , d u s t o f f t h a t o l d 
b i c y c l e a n d j o i n o t h e r r i d e r s 
o n a l e i s u r e l y 1 0 - m i l e t o u r o f 
p o r t i o n s o f a n h i s t o r i c l o c a l 
r a i l w a y s y s t e m . T h e J u n e 
20 b i k e r i d e , s p o n s o r e d b y 
t h e P l y m o u t h H i s t o r i c a l 
M u s e u m , t a k e s p a r t i c i p a n t s 
a l o n g a s t r e t c h o f t h e D e t r o i t , 
P l y m o u t h & N o r t h v i l l e 
R a i l w a y , a l s o k n o w n a s t h e 
D e t r o i t U n i t e d R a i l w a y , o r 
D U R , f o u n d e d i n 1 8 9 9 -

T h e r i d e a l s o t r a v e r s e s 
a p o r t i o n o f t h e 4 0 0 - m i l e , 
1 3 , 0 0 0 - y e a r - o l d p r o g l a -
c i a l G r e a t L a k e W h i t t l e s e y 

s h o r e l i n e ridge. G r e a t L a k e 
W h i t t l e s e y f o r m e d i n t h e 
E r i e b a s i n a n d i t s s h o r e l i n e 
w a s f o r m e d b y i c e t h a t i n i ­
t i a l l y d r a i n e d t o c r e a t e a n 
e a r l y r o u t e f o r a q u a t i c l i f e t o 
m i g r a t e i n t o t h e w a t e r s o f t h e 
G r e a t L a k e s . 

T h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e h i s ­
t o r i c a l r i d e i s o n s i d e w a l k s o r 
p a v e d p a t h w a y s w i t h s o m e 
r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t s , a n d t h e r e 
w i l l b e v a r i o u s " w a t e r s t o p s " 
f o r d i s c u s s i o n s . T h e r i d e l e a d e r 
i s P l y m o u t h H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 
( P H S ) m e m b e r A l a n V a n 
K e r c k h o v e . 

T i c k e t s f o r t h e r i d e a r e a v a i l ­
a b l e a t t h e P l y m o u t h H i s t o r i c a l 
M u s e u m , 1 5 5 S . M a i n S t r e e t , i n 
d o w n t o w n P l y m o u t h , o r o n l i n e 
a t h t t p : / / w w w . p l y m o u t h h i s -
t o r y . o r g / E v e n t s . h t m l , u s i n g 
P a y P a l . T h e c o s t i s $ 1 0 p e r p e r ­
s o n f o r P H S m e m b e r s a n d $ 1 5 
p e r p e r s o n f o r n o n - m e m b e r s . 
F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , c a l l 
7 3 4 - 4 5 5 - 8 9 4 0 . 

G r u b c r a w l 
T h e C a n t o n C h a m b e r o f 

C o m m e r c e , C h a r t e r T o w n s h i p 
o f C a n t o n a n d t h e D o w n t o w n 
D e v e l o p m e n t A u t h o r i t y c o -
h o s t C a n t o n ' s e i g h t h A n n u a l 
G r u b C r a w l T u e s d a y , J u l y 2 1 , 
6 - 1 0 p . m . T h i s e v e n t i s o p e n 
t o t h e p u b l i c a n d p a r t i c i p a n t s 
m u s t b e 2 1 y e a r s o f a g e o r 
o l d e r . 

T h e G r u b C r a w l i s a n o p p o r ­
t u n i t y f o r a r e a r e s t a u r a n t s t o 
s h o w c a s e t h e i r e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
a s w e l l a s p r o m o t e C a n t o n ' s 
d i v e r s i t y w h i l e h a v i n g f u n . 
P a r t i c i p a t i n g r e s t a u r a n t s i n 
t h i s y e a r ' s e v e n t i n c l u d e : 4 
F r i e n d s R e s t a u r a n t , A p p l e b e e s , 
A n t o n i o ' s C u c i n a I t a l i a n a , 
B a i l e y ' s P u b & G r i l l e , b d ' s 
M o n g o l i a n G r i l l , B u f f a l o W i l d 
W i n g s , C a r r a b b a ' s I t a l i a n 
G r i l l , C h i l i ' s , C r o w ' s N e s t , M a x 
& E r m a ' s , R o s e ' s G r i l l & B a r , 
S h a r k C l u b , S h i s h K a b o b C a f e \ 
T . C . G a t o r ' s S p o r t s P a g e , a n d 
T . G . L F r i d a y ' s . 

" T h e G r u b C r a w l i s a n 
e v e n t f o r t h e c o m m u n i t y 
a n d b u s i n e s s e s . I t ' s r e a l l y 
i m p o r t a n t t h a t w e c o n t i n u e 
t o h a v e f u n c t i o n s t h a t i n c l u d e 
o u r e n t i r e c o m m u n i t y , a n d 
t h e G r u b C r a w l g i v e s u s t h i s 
o p p o r t u n i t y , " s a i d D i a n n e 
C o j e i , P r e s i d e n t o f t h e C a n t o n 
C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e . 

A c c o r d i n g t o C o j e i , l a s t y e a r 
a l m o s t 6 0 0 p e o p l e a t t e n d e d 
t h i s e v e n t . T i c k e t s ( t - s h i r t ) 
a r e $ 3 5 e a c h a n d i n c l u d e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o a n d f r o m 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g r e s t a u r a n t s . T -
s h i r t s a r e o n s a l e n o w a n d c a n 
b e p u r c h a s e d a t t h e C h a m b e r 
o f f i c e . T - s h i r t s i z e s a r e o n a 
f i r s t c o m e f i r s t s e r v e b a s i s s o 
r e s e r v e y o u r s e a r l y . I f y o u a r e 
i n t e r e s t e d i n p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n 
t h e G r u b C r a w l , p l e a s e c o n ­
t a c t t h e C a n t o n C h a m b e r o f 
C o m m e r c e a t ( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 3 - 4 0 4 0 . 
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620 Starkweather • Old Village 
Plymouth • 734-453-1860 

The Area's Most Trusted 
Custom Jeweler 

/ 
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PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools invites all interested and qualified companies to submit a 
bid for District-Wide Waste Disposal and Recycling Services. 
Specifications and bid forms are available by contacting Jim 
Larson-Shidler in the PCCS Business Office at (734) 416-2740. 
Technical questions should be directed to Harry Lau of the PCCS 
Maintenance Department at (734) 416-2970. Sealed bids are due to 
the PCCS - E.J McClendon Educational Center located on 454 S. 
Harvey, Plymouth, MI on or before 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, July 1, 
2009. The Board of Education reserves the right to accept and/or 
reject all bids, as they judge to be in the best interest of the school 
district. 

Board of Education 
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 

THOMAS WYSOCKI, Secretary 

Publish:' June 18 & 21,2009 
OE0S661821-2x3 
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See our huge selection at 
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MOO OFF 

42977 Seven Mile 
In the Highland Lakes Plaza 
- VA Mile west of 1-275 

248-277-2051 
Email: pmuartist@gmaif.com 
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http://www.pccs.kl2.mi.us
http://www.plymouthhis-
http://tory.org/Events.html
http://hometowniife.com
mailto:pmuartist@gmaif.com


online at hometownlifexom LOCAL NEWS Observer & Eccentric j Thursday, June 18,2009 (O A3 

Plymouth tabs news vet for DDA post ACCIDENTS 
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BY MATT JACHMAN 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

After years of reporting the 
news from Plymouth, Tony 
Bruscato is getting a chance to 
make some news. 

A reporter for the Plymouth 
Observer for more than a 
decade, Bruscato, a Canton 
resident, has been picked to 
lead the city's Downtown 
Development Authority. He 
is expected to begin the job, 
which is formally called opera­
tions director, before the end 
of the month. 

Bruscato, 55, will replace 
Sherrie Pryor, who ended 
a nearly three-year stint as 
operations director last month. 
The DDA, founded in the 
1980s, works to improve cen­
tral Plymouth, and bring in 
visitors and shoppers, through 
marketing, special events 
and physical projects such as 
streetscape beautification. 

City Manager Paul Sincock, 
who made the job offer with 
the approval of the DDA 
board, said Bruscato's famil­
iarity with downtown business 
people, and the city overall and 
the way city government oper­
ates, will be a big advantage as 
he leads downtown improve­
ment efforts. 

"We're really excited about 
Tony," Sincock said Monday. 
"We think he's going to be a 
tremendous asset to our DDA." 

Sincock said Bruscato has a 
lot of respect and "street cred­
ibility" in the community, and 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Former Observer reporter Tony 
Bruscato joins the P l y m o u t h , 
Downtown Development Authority. 

that he maintained good rela­
tions with city officials even 
though his work as a reporter 
sometimes put them at odds 
with him. Bruscato's report­
ing was fair and consistent, he 
said. 

Bruscato will have big chal­
lenges on his plate when he 
starts at the DDA, Sincock said, 
including working against a 
recessionary economy that's hit 
Michigan hard, plus a major 
maintenance project at the cen1 

tral parking deck, and planned 
streetscape updates. 

Bruscato said his new role 
in Plymouth is a sort of home­
coming. 

"It's a place that I've really 
come to enjoy," he said. 

He doesn't expect to come in 
and make wholesale changes 
at the DDA. He said he sees 

his primary mission as helping 
downtown Plymouth business 
become and stay successful, 
and that he's looking forward 
to the challenges. 

"Sherrie and John (Buzuvis, 
the assistant operations direc­
tor) have been doing a really 
good job and set the bar high," 
Bruscato said. 

Despite the general reces­
sion, and struggles at some 
businesses, downtown 
Plymouth is on the whole 
flourishing, Bruscato said, and 
is more successful than many 
small downtowns in Detroit-
area communities. 

Bruscato was a reporter at 
the Canton Observer, after 
being transferred from the 
Plymouth beat earlier this 
year, when he was among more 
than three dozen employees 
laid off from the Observer £2 
Eccentric Newspapers, owned 
by Gannett Co., in late May. 

Bruscato said he has a lot 
of personal ties in Plymouth 
and is grateful for the many 
expressions of support he 
received, both when he was 
transferred to Canton and 
later when he was laid off. 

His compensation as DDA 
operations director will be 
$53,000 a year plus benefits. 

Bruscato can be heard giv­
ing traffic reports on radio sta­
tion WJR; he works part time 
for Metro Networks, which 
provides radio stations with 
traffic reporting services. 

mlactimanilihojiietownlife.com j (313) 222-2405 

Forum aims at melanoma education 
A free melanoma forum 

organized by Kim's Klub, 
created in honor of the late 
Plymouth-Canton freshman 
volleyball coach, Kim Renzi, 
has been scheduled for 7-9 
p.m; Tuesday, June 23, at the 
Comfort Suites in Wixom. 

Renzi, who lost a battle with 
melanoma, inspired efforts to 
teach others howto protect 
skin from sun and other tox­
ins, particularly during sum­
mer months. 

The forum has been sched­
uled in the large meeting room 
of Comfort Suites, 28049 
S. Wixom Road near 1-96. 
Speakers are to include Dr. 

Mark Naftanel, chief resi­
dent in dermatology, and Dr. 
Christopher Lao, assistant 
clinical professor of oncology 
and hematology, both from the 
University of Michigan Health 
Systems in Ann Arbor; Su 
Benteley and Sandra K., natu­
ral skin care specialists and 
motivational writers/speak­
ers; and Roben Coury, 2002 
graduate of the U.S. School of 
Naturopathy. 

Topics for discussion are to 
include identifying melanoma; 
the difference between mela­
noma and skin cancer; stages 
of melanoma; new treatment 
options; how the disease can 

spread to other organs; and 
genetic predisposition. 

Other topics include how to 
safely protect skin from the 
sun and toxic chemicals; how ' 
the skin absorbs chemicals; the 
important of a pH balanced 
body; being empowered to live 
healthy; and a holistic approach 
to melanoma treatment. 

Seating for the forum is 
limited. Those who want to 
attend must register at www. 
kimsklub.com (see the "contact 
us" link) or by calling Leslie 
Garoufalis, account manager 
for Royal Oak-based Titan 
Benefit Communications LLC, 
at (248) 953-0884. 

Glenda's Garden Center 
NOVI , _ LIVONIA 

40575Grand River ! • £ § 36500W.7Mile 
248-471-4794 TO* 248-474-2230 

1ST 

H A N G I N G 
B A S K E T S 
Purchase one hanging basket get the 

second hanging basket half off!! 

BUY ONE 
GET ONE 
1/2 OFF* 

No Limit 
*equal or lesser value 

Flats of Annuals 
A O 48 count 

GREAT SELECTION! 

TREE SALE!! 
$39*99 And Up 

Shade Trees: Maple, Linden, 
Locus, Oak, Elm Flowering 

Trees: Lilac, Dogwood, 
Redbud, CrabApple 

SUPER SPECIAL! 

50% O F F 

Vegetable Plants 

TREE SALE!! 
$39*99 And Up 

Shade Trees: Maple, Linden, 
Locus, Oak, Elm Flowering 

Trees: Lilac, Dogwood, 
Redbud, CrabApple 

SUPER SPECIAL! 

S p e c t a c u l a r 

PERENNIALS 
2 5 % 

OFF 

3 0 % 
OFF 

ALL Roses & Shrubs 
snib Not valid on previously purchased merchandise. imik § 
ifyJP No discount on labor/delivery. All sales are final. ( IpF I 
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It's not an effort to generate 
revenue, Hilden said. Rather, 
police hope motorists will be 
safer, even if they have to learn 
the hard way by paying fines 
and accumulating points on 
their driving record. 

"The ultimate goal is to 
reduce traffic accidents and 
prevent injuries," Hilden said. 

The Ford-Haggerty intersec­
tion had no traffic fatalities 
in 2008. Still, it has consis­
tently ranked high not. only 
on Canton's list of accident-
prone sites, but also on Wayne 
County's. 

According to one analysis 
by the Southeast Michigan 
Council of Governments, the 
Ford-Haggerty intersection 
ranked as the entire county's 
most accident-prone intersec­
tion every year from 2005 to 

2008, ahead of other high-
accident spots like Ford and 
Wayne in Westland. 

Hilden has a theory why. 
Canton-bound motorists rush­
ing onto Ford Road from the 
1-275 area reach Haggerty as 
the first major intersection, 
before they begin to disperse 
onto other north-south thor­
oughfares. Hilden believes that 
evening rush-hour accidents 
occur as drivers are rushing to 
get home in heavy traffic. 

If there's a positive footnote 
to the number of Ford Road 
accidents, the state police 
statistics, which focused on 
crashes within 200 feet of 
intersections, found that many 
mishaps were fender-benders. 
Nearly half of all crashes in 
2008 occurred because drivers 
were trailing other vehicles too 
closely. 

However, Hilden attributed 
another 30 percent of Ford 
Road accidents to motorists 

crashing into each other at 
an angle, many of which hap­
pen when drivers rush to get 
through an intersection even 
after a traffic light has turned 
red. 

It's those kinds of offenses 
— following other vehicles too 
closely and ignoring traffic 
lights — that township police 
will target during their ticket-
writing efforts in July. 

Hilden also offered other 
accident-avoiding advice: 

• Try to avoid making quick 
decisions, particularly in heavy 
traffic. And if that can't be 
helped, then err on the side of 
caution. 

• When approaching an 
intersection, especially when 
a traffic light has just turned 
green, look in all directions. 
Don't assume other driv­
ers have stopped when they 
should. 

dclem@hometowniife.com j (313) 222-2238 

SPLASH 
FROM PAGE Al 

to use money generated by a 
county parks tax to pay for the 
$150,000 splash playground. 

"It's exciting," said Ann 
Conklin, the township's leisure 
services director. 

The township hopes to 
approve construction bids in 
coming weeks and oversee 
what officials described as a 
zero-depth splash playground 
with II water-spray features, 
a separate toddler 
groundwater well to minimize 
water usage fees, a 5-foot-wide 
perimeter walkway, and a slip-
resistant surface. 

The new splash amenities 
in the 28-acre Flodin Park are 
expected to open next season, 
six years after the township's 
first water playground opened 
in Heritage Park. The first 
facility became so popular that 
local officials included a sec-

M out the numbers in 

ond one in a 2006 master plan 
that serves as a blueprint for 
Canton's leisure services. 

Township officials already 
have been evaluating bids for 
the Flodin Park improvements, 
although formal approval still 
is pending. Actual work on the 
splash playground isn't expect­
ed to start until late summer 

or early fall. 
Aside from improving recre­

ational opportunities for chil­
dren, local officials said the 
project also will return to the 
township some of the dollars 
it puts into the Wayne County 
parks millage. 

dclem@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-2238 

WANTED 
H O M E S T H A T N E E D R O O F I N G 

A select number of homeowners in W a y n e C o u n t y and 
the surrounding areas will be g iven the opportunity to 
have a lifetime E r ie Metal R o o f i n g S y s t e m installed 

on their home at a reasonab le cost. 

Ca l l today to see if you qualify. Not only wiil you receive 
[ the best price possible, but we will g ive you access to no| 

money down bank f inanc ing with very 
attractive rates a nd terms. 

An E r ie Metaf R o o f will keep your home cooler in the 1 

summer and warmer in the winter. 

k A n E r ie Metal R o o f i n g S y s t e m will provide your home 
with Unsurpassed " B e a u t y a n d L a s t i n g P r o t e c t i o n " ! 

Don't miss this opportunity to save! 
www.ErieMetalRoofs.com 

1 - 8 0 0 - 9 5 2 - 3 7 4 3 
email: roofJng@erlemetalroofs.com 

Now through July 7, sublet 
io dppwmmwii avdiidDliily. • 
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Lakeside 
l 248-59? 
Twelve Oaks 

the magic of 
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For the location nearest you, call 1 838 889-EYES 
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CRIME WATCH 

Swan likely d i e d of n a t u r a l c a u s e s 
*§ The investigator looking into the suspi-
1 cious death of a swan in the 4000 block 
of Pond Run Court in Canton has deter­
mined the swan likely died of natural 
causes. 

Residents in the neighborhood reported 
the swan's death May 29, and suspected it 
may have been shot. 

But the investigator found a local vet­
erinary clinic willing to do an autopsy and 
X-rays to determine the cause of death. 
According to police, the autopsy showed 
no evidence of the swan-being shot and 
determined the swan had most likely died 
of natural causes. 

According to police, wounds to the 
swan may have been caused by a post­
mortem attack from other animals. 

A r r e s t s made 
A recent rash of tire and wheel thefts in 

Canton and other communities has led to 
arrests, police said. 

Three suspects were taken into custody in 
Troy after stealing tires and wheels. Police 
said they are linked to similar incidents 
throughout Canton and other communities. 

The suspects are believed to be part of a 
larger crew of thieves working in the area. 

R a n s a c k e d h o m e 

2A woman told Canton police that her 
mobile home on Old Michigan, south of 

Michigan Avenue between Haggerty and I-
275, was broken into and ransacked between 
noon June 12 and 11:40 p.m. Sunday. 

The woman told police she had been 
doing renovations to the home only to r 
learn that the door was ajar. She said 
her belongings had been thrown around 
the home. She also said missing items 
included a mini-refrigerator, a DSL cable 
box, a wireless router, a 19-inch television, 
a digital camera, an air compressor, a 
computer hard drive, a laptop, a computer 
printer and a cell phone. 

She told police she didn't know who 
might have done it. 

C a r t h e f t 

3A 22-year-old man reported that he 
returned home to Cambridge, south­

east of Warren and 1-275, to find that his 
white, 1989 Chevy Caprice with a blue 
vinyl top had been stolen. He told authori­
ties he noticed broken glass in the space 
where his car was last seen. 

The man said the incident happened 
2:30-8:30 p.m. Sunday. 
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V e h i c l e d a m a g e 

4A man returning to his home on Bristol 
Court, south of Saltz and west of Canton 

Center Road, told police he became suspicious 
when he saw four people sitting in a vehicle 
in front of his house. He said he walked up to 
them and was told that they were just hanging 
out, but the vehicle then sped away. 

The man tried to trail the vehicle for a 
short distance but returned home. Sometime 
between 2 a.m. and 6:30 a.m. Sunday, he 
said his own vehicle was damaged with 
scrapes and dents on the driver-side door. 
A police report indicated that it looked as 
though the man's car, a 1992 Lincoln, may 
have been hit with another vehicle. 

A p a r t m e n t b r e a k - i n 

SA 26-year-old man reported that some­
one kicked in the door of his apartment 

while he had gone to pick up his wife from 
work between 4 p.m. and 5:45 p.m. June 
11. The incident happened on Honeycomb, 
southeast of Joy and 1-275. 

The man told police he found the door 
slightly open. A police report indicated 
that the door frame was cracked and 
that the door knob had been pried open. 

.The apartment had been ransacked with 
closet contents emptied onto the floor, a , 
mattress flipped up and leaning against 
the wall, and a 60-inch television left on 
the floor with a crack in the screen. 

TV t h e f t 
A 37-year-old woman told police that 

someone entered her residence on Trails 
Court, south of Joy and west of Sheldon, 
sometime between 11:55 p.m. June 9 and 
4 p.m. June 11. She said she noticed that a 
television was missing from a bedroom. 

The woman indicated to police that she 
sometimes leaves the doorwall open for her 
son when she knows he is coming to visit. On 
this occasion, she said she fell asleep when 
the incident is believed to have occurred. 

- Compiled by Darrell Clem from reports filed with 
the Canton Police Department. 

Canton Firefighter of the Year Kevin Henderson, holding his award, is flanked by 
Public Safety Director John Santomauro (left) and Fire Chief Michael Rorabacher. 

Firefighters honored 
at annual ceremony 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Kevin Henderson, a veteran 
Canton firefighter lauded for his 
contributions to the township's 
emergency medical services 
and for his recent deployment 
as a Navy medic in Germany, 
has been named township 
Firefighter of the Year. 

Henderson, along with some 
35 other firefighters and a few 
dispatchers and police officers, 
received awards Monday eve­
ning for outstanding service 
during the 10th annual cer­
emony at The Village Theater 
at Cherry Hill. 

"(Henderson) sets the bar 
very high for himself and 
deserves to be acknowledged 
for his efforts," Fire Chief 
Michael Rorabacher said, 
adding later, "He's obviously a 
good choice." 

Henderson has been instru­
mental in the EMS program 
and other specialized depart­
ment teams. He served one 
year as a Navy corpsman ~ or 
"coreman" for slang — before 
returning to his township job 
in October 2007 

Aside from his duties as a 
firelighter and paramedic, 
Henderson's duties include 
overseeing the EMS sup­
ply inventory, being a CPR 

instructor and serving as an 
EMS instructor and coordi­
nator. He also is a member 
of a western Wayne County 
hazardous materials response 
team and the township's fire 
investigation team. 

Another firefighter, 
Matthew Long, was honored 
Monday with thetownship's 
Ironman Award for his top-
notch service in 2008. Last 
year, Long-responded to 659 
fire and EMS incidents, more 
than any Canton firefighter, 
and he has been commended 
for being thorough, conscien­
tious, ambitious and enthusi­
astic — traits that officials say 
can help motivate others. 

In honoring employees who 
Rorabacher said "go above and 
beyond their everyday responsi­
bilities, companies that helped 
pay for the Monday's event 
included Accumed Billing Inc., 
Belfor Property Restoration 
and Rose's Restaurant & 
Lounge in Canton. 

Numerous other firefighters 
received certificates of merit, 
department commendations, 
life-saving awards and unit 
awards. The ceremony also 
included a salute to retirees, 
fallen firefighters everywhere, 
and township fire department 
employees who had perfect 
attendance last year. 

with the purchase of 
an adult entree. 

(Up to $17.99) 

Make your reservation 
today, space is limited. 
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A grill will be given away to one lucky dad 
at our Livonia location at 6pm on Father's Day. 

Stop by the pub to enter for your chance to win! 

Follow us on Twitter: www.f̂ itter.com/CladdaghLivorna 
Be our Friend on Facebook at Claddagh Livonia: www.CladciaghIrisriPubs.com 

www.claddaghirishpubs.com 
O E 0 S 6 6 1 3 7 5 

LOW, LOW PRICES ON CERAMIC. PORCELAIN, 
MARBLE, GRANITE, SLATE, LIMESTONE TILE 

-ALL MARKED DOWN -

J 1)-31)'' Orr 

• 16x16 Ceramic 
8SSq.fl. 

•18x18 Limestone Silver 
$3.99 sq.ft. 

•12x12 Marble 
$3.49 sq. ft. Mo59Temple 
$4.29 sq. ft. Rosso Verona 

• 18x18 Porcelain 
$1.69 sq. ft. 

• 12x12 Copper Slate 
$2.29 sq.ft. 

• Stone Remnants 
$9.00 

Stone 
Countertops 

Granite & Quartz 
Starting $ 2 y i ,95 

Sq. Ft. Installed 

Custom 
Vanity Tops 

Cash & Carry 
$00.95 sq.fty 

X. 
sq. ft. (as is) 

*AH Qala Itomo Final 

MARBLE & GRANITE SHOP 

r 23455 Telegraph Rd. Southfieid, Ml 48033 

248-356-6430 
— H O U R S D U R I N G S A L E — 

T h u r s . 8 : 3 0 - 5 p m • F r i d a y 8 : 3 0 - 5 p m S a t u r d a y 9 - 5 p m 

http://hometownlife.com
http://www.f%5eitter.com/CladdaghLivorna
http://www.CladciaghIrisriPubs.com
http://www.claddaghirishpubs.com
http://8SSq.fl
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Balance retirement and home purchase planning 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

ĵ hen it comes to IRAs, it 
seems most questions 
deal with how to invest 

money. It is essential to have a 
strategy and invest your IRA 
wisely. 

I believe one should treat an 
IRA as a portion of an entire. 
portfolio rather than a sepa­
rate investment. That said, I 
also believe it is important to 
have a strategy when it comes 
to withdrawing money from 

an IRA. 
Most people 

assume you 
should let your 
IRA grow 
tax-deferred 
for as long as 
you can before 
taking distri­
butions. I don't 
believe in this 
strategy for 
everyone..So 

much of the strategy regarding 
how to withdraw money from 
an IRA is dependent upon an 
individual financial situation. 
For example, someone in a low 
tax bracket should consider 
taking money from his/her 
IRA and letting outside invest­
ments continue to reinvest and 
grow. The reason is because 
nonretirement accounts would 
be subject to capital gain rates 
which are substantially lower 
than the ordinary income tax 
bracket. 

The key is to do what's good 
for you. 

On the topic of withdrawals, 
I've had a number of questions 
of on whether to withdraw 
money from an IRA to pur­
chase a home. With housing 
prices continuing to fall, many 
individuals are looking at tak­
ing advantage of the bargains 
but they need money for the 
down payment- Should they 
withdraw money from their 
IRA? First, it is important 
to understand that if you are 
under 59½ there are ways that 
you can access your IRA with­
out having to pay a penalty. Of 
course, while you are subject 
to the tax on the money there 
are ways you can avoid penal­
ties. The real issue isn't the 
tax, but rather should someone 
use a retirement account to 
purchase a home. Generally, 
my advice for most people is 
don't touch the IRA. However, 
we are in extraordinary times 
and in some situations it may 
make sense. 

I cannot stress enough 
the importance of saving 
for retirement and investing 
retirement money wisely. In 
the past, I have discouraged 
people from using retirement 
money to purchase a home 
because my general view was 
if you had to touch your retire­
ment money, you probably 
could not afford the home. 
After all, when you consider 

HVA c a m p 
Huron Valley Ambulance 

conducts its free two-day 
annual Camp 9-1-1 day camp 
for 8- to 12-year-olds in 
Plymouth, where space has 
been donated. The camp is 
on Thursday, July 16 and 
Friday, July 17 at the Plymouth 
Cultural Center, 525 Farmer 
Rd. in Plymouth. Hours are 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. both days. 

The day camp's activities 
include touring an ambulance, 
learning CPR, and visiting a 
local emergency room. HVA 
Paramedics and EMTs serve ' 
as "camp counselors", teaching 
campers about safety at home 
and at play, how to perform 
lifesaving skills on injured vic­
tims, and all about Emergency 
Services careers. 

For a registration form 
or more information, call 
Jason Trojan, Camp 9-1-1 
Coordinator, at (734) 477-6781 
or email him at camp911@hva. 
org. Registration forms are also 
available at www.hva.org. 

rTHINKING ABOUT... N 

Free Estimates 
Our 35th Year! , 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
8919 MIDDLEBELT • UVONIA 

734-525-1930 
. www.unitedtmtp&atureseivices.com , 

retirement you must factor 
into the. equation what Social 
Security will be in the future 
is unknown, people are living 
longer and also the numerous 
changes in the financial mar­
ketplace. That is why I gener­
ally recommend against tap­
ping into an IRA to purchase 
a home. 

But there are exceptions, 

and one just might be the first-
time homeowner. The credit 
available to first-time home-
buyers for federal tax purposes 
and the low prices of homes 
provide a good argument for 
using an IRA to purchase a 
home. Even for those who 
do not receive the first-time 
homebuyer tax credit, tapping 
using IRA money may make 

sense. Of course, the individu­
al who is tapping into an IRA 
must make a dedicated effort 
to eventually replenish that 
money by continuing to make 
ongoing contributions. 

There used to be a rule that 
in the great majority of cases, 
one had to put 20 percent 
down in order to purchase 
the home. Although that rule 

has unfortunately gone away, 
I believe it is a rule that most 
people should follow. If you 
end up buying a house that 
you cannot afford you will be 
unable to save for retirement 
and that could lead to prob­
lems down the road. 

If you commit yourself to 
being fiscally responsible and 
continue to save for retire­

ment, accessing an IRA to 
purchase a home can be a very 
good strategy particularly for 
first-time homebuyers. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat- • 
ters@hometowniife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 

Details ert our policies ami services: Prices may vary a t e 6/21/09 If there are market variations, "Was* prtees in this advertisement were in effect on 6/11 AS and rmy vary based on Lome's Everyday Low Price policy. 
See ston? for details regarding product warranties. We reserve the right to limit quantities. x A s k for W % ow yeyr single-receipt in-store purchase charged to yow new Lowe's Consumer Credit Card'Account whes 

' "'" ' ' * " ' " " . • - - . . > .-->• • - . . • - - . . . ^ - - " - c o u p b D O l 

OE0S656521 

my 
must fee requested st tfig fcne of purchase. Offer is sublet to credit smovsi Coupon yaSd for on§-tlme m only. Offer is not valid for accounts opened prior to 

jjeot C a r d " * Accounts and ail Lowe's® VISA* Accounts. While Lowe's strives 10 bs accurate, tsriraenttal errors may occur. We reserve ' 
Sy by Lowe's*. Ali rights rawved. Lowers and the gable design are re^stsfsd trsrjeraaî s of LF, LLC. {0¾¾¾) 

& Excludes Lowe's1 

error. Prices and promotes app; y t o U S 
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Life's next step: Salem grads move into the future 
P r e s e n t i n g t h e S a l e m H i g h 

S c h o o l C l a s s o f 2009: 
James Donald Abraham 
Andrew Arthur Adams 
Eduard Emanuel Aelenei 
Mayada Akbar 
William S.Allen 
Ali Mohammed Alley 
Jonathan Manuel Alverio 
Stephanie P. Amado 
Alyse Nicole Anderson 
Matthew Dean Andreoli 
Matthew J. Arlen-Olsen 
Raheem K. Armstrong 
Whitney Lucille Aumiller 
Emily Christina Bair 
Jason A. Balazovich 
Lauryn Elizabeth Bane 
S a rah bet h B arias 
David Robert Bartlett 
Sarah Ashley Bartlett • 
Justin Faraj Bashi 
Brittany Ferrari Sattaglia 
Jessica Corinne Battle 
Jace R. Bearden 
Sean Michael Beccaccio 
Garrick Sinclair Beckett 
Jill C. Behrman 
David M.Benson 
Maurice Mark-Anthony Benton 
John K. Bills 
Chelsea Kristina Bitter 
Devon Marie Bleyaert 
Richard Franklin Bliss 
Autumn Boards 
Daniel A.Boileau 
Kathleen Mary Borg 
Melissa Marguerite Bowling 
Jacquelyn Marie Breneman 
Kyle D. Bricker 
Leah Mary Bridges 
Justine Noelle Brish 
Wesley Adam Brock 
Simon T. Brodzik 
Devin Nicole Bromley 
Ashley Kay Brookshire 
Victoria Anne Brotz 
Al-Malik Brown 
Ashley Nicole Brown 
Matthew R. Brown 
Michael G. Brown 
Russell Aaron Brown 
Stephanie Mae Brown 
Tonya Marie Broxholm 
Michael Devon Bryant 
Abigail Louise Bulmer 
Fallon Victoria Burke 
Jacob Parker Burnstein 
FJdra Diane Burris 
Matthew Roberto Calupina 
Kristen Erin Campbell 
Danielle Theresa Canty 
Erica Noeile Carlock 
Kenneth J. Carter • 
Jacquelyn Jean Castellese 
Marie Patricia Catallo 
April Anne Cehaich 
Samuel R. Charara 
ZainabTahirChaudbry 
Dominic Vincent Ciaritar 
Michael Cieslak 
Christopher Charles Clark 
William J.Clark 
Erin Rae Classen 
Kirsten Elizabeth Ctemans 
Danielle Joi Clifford 
Emily Kathleen Cochran 
Katherine Patricia Coffey 
Trevor N. Collins 
Rachael Elizabeth Gonroy 

Tim Schoenherr directs the P-CEP Bands during the graduation ceremony at EMU. 

Salem Senior Class President 
Armani Paresh Patei addresses her 
classmates one last time. 

Corinne Rose Ghastin 
Megan Teresa Ghastin 
Melissa Jean Giannini 
Ashlee Marie Gillikin 
Eric Robert Gifson 
Kelly Marie Gitre 
Brandon-Felix Goble 
Travis Jordan'Gore 
Andrew J . Grabowski 
NIckolasK. Gravlin 
Amber Rose Greenfield 
Ana Grozdanovska 
David E. Gubry 
Lourdes GizeSle Guerra 
Kathleen Mae Guevara 
Nadeem Ulhaq Gulam 
Natalie A. Haddad 
David Anthony Hales 
Bethany Siobhan Haller 
Shelby Lynn Hammel 
Adam Jeffrey Hammell 
Drew R.Hansen 
Jessica Lynn Hansen 
Autumn Marie Harper 
Brian Ross Hartdegen 
Joshua Jordan Hartge 
Brian Flanigan Hattie 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Fallon Burke, Kathleen Guevara and Gizelle Guerra check out the mirror 
' " ' i r e marching in to the arena for Salem High School's graduation exercise 

astern Michigan University. 

ft** 

Jacob Parker Burnstein has a hug for school board trustee Nancy 
Eggenberger. The P-CEP Combined Choirs sing 'Like An Eagle' at Salem's graduation 

ceremony. 

Adam Christopher Powers 
Amanda Kaye Price 
Christopher Austin Proctor 
John W. Radford 
Daniel M.Radosevich 
Victoria R. Ranger 
Elyssa Mylise Rautiola 
Alison Michelle Reed 
Samantha Marie Regan 
Aiison Janet Reitzel 
Phillip James Renas 
Jennifer Lynne Rice 
Paige R. Rich 

Alicia Alexandra Stephan 
Emily Rebecca Stone 
Jeremy M. Stoychoff 
Natalie Michelle Stoynoff 
Aman Suri 
Sara Elizabeth Svabik 
Haley Anne Swart 
Farah F. Syed 
Nicole Ann Sytsma 
Tariq Nairn Tahhan 
Stephanie Lynn Tankersley 
Markiez Lee Tatum 
Nerni G. Thakker-

Allissa Cathryn Constantine Brent A.Hauser Taylor Marie McPhail grasps her diploma and cheers as she is graduated. Jonathan M. Richard Joseph Aaron Thayer 
Nikita Consul Raqueliah E.Hayes Joanna Christina Roberts Christopher James Theisen 
Carissa Sue Coon Jacob W. Haynes Miyi Li Rema Hussein Mroueh Michael T.Robinson Deon R.Thomas 
Kevin J . Cope Grant T. Heidenreich Thaddeus C. Lincoln Kristie Marie Muckles Michelle Renee Robinson Joshua M.Thomas 
Alexander Steven Covert Drew Henson Linda W. Ling Anthony B. Mullins Jessica Margaret Rocheleau Samantha Rochelle Thompson 
Alexander Bracy Covington James Bryant Hicks Daniel Lucas Lipford Alex J.Murray Ann-Sophie Katharina Roehm Timothy David Thompson 
Emily Elizabeth Cox Amy Elizabeth Hill Samantha Michelle Lipp Surya Deepak Nagaraja Garrett Michael Rogers Alexis Marie Thornbury 
Mary Elizabeth Cox Caitlin Rose Holloway Christina Marie Livermore Jaclyn L. Nagel Ariel L. Rojo Stephanie Renee Torok 
Kaitlyn Rose Cray Mazell Tierre Hoi man David Marshall Loos Valentin C. Najjar Bailey Kaitlyn Ross Amy Kerr Trent 
Ashleigh Marie Cybak Hieu Due Hong Richard Michael Lorey Katherine Rose Negele Kelsey Michelle Ross Ashley Lauren Tucker 
Kalina Elizabeth Dalai Sharnia J.R. Hooks John Thomas Louis Devon Erynn Nelms Emily M. Rossman Chelsea Lauren Turner 
John Richard Dalton, Jr. DeAja Jonee Hopkins-Shaw Christina Lynn Lozier Mary Elizabeth Newman Sarah Hope Rouston Laura Patricia Urioste-Aviles' 
Jason Stephen Dane Brittany Irene Houston Desiree Luker Tram Bao Nguyen Matthew David Rowley Brittni Nichole Valicenti 
Patrick Jay David Tyonna Shanelle Howard Shawn David Lyons Austin Raymond Nickol Gabrielle Octavia Rucker Emma Mary VanHoet 
Anthony Joe Davis Courtney Lynn Howell Mengyi Ma Kelsey Marie Nikkila David Alex Russell Amelia Kathryn VanHoof 
Chelsea Lynn Davis Michael J.Hudson Kelly Lynn MacDonald Curtis Lee Nolen Katelyn Marie Sabada Brooke Ashleigh VanOoyen 
Rebecca Lynn Davis Anna-Jane Huey Heather Lynn Maclean Lauren E. Novak Awss J . Saied Raffaeie Vivenzio 
Jaclyn Rose Denomme Jesse RossHulet Jessica A. Madau Ashlee Marie O'Brien Sarah Melissa Sajewski Emily Marie Voglewede 
James David Deska Michael Wiliiam Hutchison Gustanio Elias Mady Kate Elizabeth O'Connor Dina Marie-Jihad Salhani Austin J.Vojcek 
Jozsef S. deTassanyi Shannyn Marie Hyland Rachel Elizabeth Marsden Megan Maryann O'Connor Nicholas Alexander Samsonow • Janaki B.Vyas 
Kelley Victoria Determan Alphonsus O . l b e l l l Kortney Lynn Marsh Michael Patrick O'Donnell Lauren Carole Samuels Daniel Andrew Wagner 
Jessica Rose Dethloff Anthony Mark Ignasiak Caitlin Jo Martin Sara Marie O'Leary Alisha Patricia Sarb Sarah Annette Walsh 
Matthew Floyd Devey Sara Ann Isiminger Brittany Nicole Marzinski Jeffrey Vincent Oldani Kayla Nicole Sartorius. Deanna Marie Wampler 
Benjamin B. DeWitt Jourdin Elayne Jaaska Brandon James Massimilia Johannes Karl Olind Mary Dawn Schremser Angela C. Warnemuende, 
Ariel Marissa Dews * Tonya Susan Jaghab Sarah M. Masty Samuel M. Ott Robert Thomas Schultz Alexandra Djane Warner 
James S/Dexter Heather Nicole Jahn Jacquelyn Nicole Matalavage Rosetta M. Palazzolo Brandon M.Schwartz Lorraine Rose Warner 
Daniel M. Diternia Kathryn Mae Janda Michael Ambrose Matera Brandon Michael Parker DharinJ D. Shah Sha'lisa Chere'z Washington 
Francesco Robert DiNicola Lisa A. Jarzab Zachary Paul Maves • Heath James Parling Muhammad Ali Shahid Christopher James Watkins 
Jonathan P. Dixon Ahmad R.Johnson Breanna H. Maynard Kathleen Claire Parr Courtney Lucille Shelby Nicholas Alan Weiss 
Kaya Whitney Dobson Sarah Nicole Johnson Edward Michael Mazorowicz Christina M. Parsons RyanM.Shelton Theresa K. Whalen 
Alexander Scott Domin Jared Wesley Jones Odera Ogugua Mbanugo Joshua M.Pascarelia Jaeyoon Shim Anna M.White 
Heather E. Dunnigan Tommy Lee Josie Sarah CamilleMcCabe Armani Paresh Patel Chelsea R.Shirmer XavierWhite 
Patrick Harold DuPrie Paige Amber Jowski Cierra Lacheile McCartha • Chintan Patel Mohammad Azharuddin Shirur MarkJ.Widak 
Tara Genevieve Durocher Ryan Zaven Kabodian Jacqueline Susanne McCormick Monikaben P. Patel Jacob G. Shroat Samantha Renee Wilder 
Angela L. Edgecomb Saisharanya Kandagatla Kevin G.McCulloch Romil K. Patel Matthew Robert Siedlik Robert Lynn Wiidman 
Nathan Thomas Eidson Joseph Easa Kassees Shannon Lorraine McElfresh Patrick F. Patin Danielle Kristine Simmons Latisha Gwenae Wilkey 
Laura N. Ene Gopaldeep Kaur Brittany Elizabeth Mcintosh Rachel Anne Pawlowski Jason P. Singh Carly Anne Williams 
Sabrina M. Eyob Adam T. Kaye Samantha R. McKay Gregory Gabriel Pearson II Jugdeep Singh Cameron J. Wilson 
Jansan Dominique Falcusan J a c o b ! Kearly Terra nee J McKay Jordan Marc Peerboite Peter Alan Skaggs Jonathan J. Wimer 
Ashley Helen Fallon Melissa Ashley King Erin Marie McLin Zachary P. Pelech Joshua B. Skelly Ryan Matthew Winkler 
Williams. Fellows Laura Elizabeth Kirby Taylor Marie McPhail Bohdan Peiekh Lauren Shea Slavick Miranda Nicole Winningham 
Keifer Wolfgang Fillinger SeanM.Knipp Emily Anne Meade Joanna Jo Pennebaker Matthew Edward Smidebush Alexander Joseph Witoslawski 
Johnathon A. Finkelstein Brittany Northcott Knoll Diego Mauricio Medina Brittaney Renee Penny Amber Marie Smith Matthew H.Wolfe 
Lauren Faye Fletcher Christopher Michael Koetting Robert Lee Menning lanS. Phillips Jake L.Smith Matthew L. Woster 
Thomas Michael Forrester Katrina Patrice Koetting Julia Alison Michael Gail Lynne Piazzi Jason Earl Smith Kaila Elizabeth Wright 
Cortney Frazier Alyssa Anne Kolb Rebecca Michael Emily JanePitcole Marquese M.Smith Sandup Singh Yonzon 
Eric J . Fredriksen Candace Irene Kotulak Brittany JoAnn Miller Bryan S. Poike Sherd Lauren Smith Aiissa Joy Yu 
Steven A. Fryer Jordan Nicole Krivitz Joseph Eric Mohan Alexander Lee Poll . Zackery Austin Smith Kayla A..Zabowski 
Derrick Fu Samantha Frances Kruse Julia Cynthia Molnar Jeremy Charles Poli Christina Therese Smudski Jayson Zapolski 
Claria Briana Gant Daniel W. Kuang Destiny Desiree Moore Jeffrey Steven Popa Adeline R.Soucy AnnaZhang 
Elizabeth Marie Gauthier Andrew Jay Lacy Diamond Marie Moore Kiara.Michell Pope Zachary Thomas Sponseller ChenxiaoyangZhang 
Stephanie Lee Gazdag Alex M.Lang Lindsey Elaine Moore Alexander Robert Porambo Alyssa Lauren Spooner Olivia Terese Ziegler 
Nicholas M.Gennety Jennifer R. Langwell Celeste Ann Morency J o s e p h s . Posler Jeffrey A. Sroka Casey Marie Zimmerman 
Neal Joseph Gerlach Christopher Michael Leib. Joseph J. Morton Lauren Elizabeth Postma Sara Marie Stanley Katherine Stevenson Zimmerman 
John Moyian Getschmann Samuel James Lepper Christopher Joseph Moyian Kyle Matthew Powell Stephen Michael Stark Kyie P. Zink 
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BY BRAD KADRICH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Jeff Wright was walking 
with a purpose Saturday 
when he took the track at 
Central Middle School for 
the 200» Plymouth Relay 
for Life. 

Wright and his wife, L isa , 
marched in the relay on the 
team representing Wright 
Asset Management Group. 
The Wrights were walking 
after finding out a Wright 
Asset employee had been 
diagnosed with cancer. 

"The company decided 
to sponsor a team, and I've 
always felt it's important 
to give back to the commu­
nity," said Wright. 

Lisa Wright, who was 
walking while carrying 
niece Grade piggy-back, 
had several family members 
on her mind as she took her 
walk, Lisa's grandmother 
and a great aunt had breast 
cancer, and her grandfather 
had prostate cancer. 

"I like to give back, too, 
but I'm doing this for other 
reasons," Lisa Wright said. 
"Maybe by the time I'm 
susceptible to cancer, there 
won't be cancer." 

The Wright team was 
unv of some 23 teams that 
contributed to the third 
Plymouth Relay for Life, an 
event that has grown every 
year. 

This year's event had a 
goal of $57,000 and, as of 
Wednesday, had reached 
more than $56,000 with 
donations st i l l pouring i n . 

"We're pretty confident 
we're going to make (the 
goal)," said Katie Brennan, 
the community represen­
tative for the American 
Cancer Society. 

Brennan said the event 
was successful for other 
reasons, too. For instance, 
nearly 500 Luminaria bags, 
honoring victims of cancer, 
were sold, and the event 
raised more on-site money 
(people purchasing things at 
the event) than in the previ-
n!i ̂  t w n venr^. 

More importantly, 37 can-
i-. s - i inivurs attended the 
event va record) and some 
."iO people made pledges to 
;,,(kt.' preventative measures 
jtii-.Mist eancer in the com­
ing year. 

The event was so success-
i'.ii. tlic ACS alreadv has 
ura ih enough 'volunteers to 
in,ike up the committee for 
i H ' \ t \ear's Relay, a rarity, 
ai'j/ovdnig to Brennan. 

! 11* v hf>11• vibe of the 
event was positive," she 

"Everyone had a good 
l i i n i ' V\e have so many vol-
M i i i t ' c i > v\ ho vv ant to get 

1111 

Plymouth resident Heather Shephard 
listens to the Fight back ceremony. 
She's a nine-year colon cancer 
survivor. 

It's not Rocky, but Shane O'Donohue, 
of Livonia. 

=HOT0S BY BILL BRESLER j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Rick and Sue Gilbert of Novi walk the track at Central Middle School. 

The 188 flags represent those in Plymouth who will be diagnosed with cancer in the next year, 

•0 ^ 

Sisters Nicole, Erica and Jennifer 
Harris of Detroit were among the 

hundreds of walkers who took part in 
the third Plymouth Relay for Life. 

Plymouth Relay For Life participants Laura H a l d a n e a n d K a t h l e e n S a l a t a w a l k 
the track at Central Middle School. They are both Livonia r e s i d e n t s . 

Year R o u n d 
GET FIT • STAY 

Whether your trying to iose baby weight, iose winter weight gain 
or your headed to the beach our program can help you! 

1 M S 

START TODAY! 
• Speed up your metabolism 

* Tone a n d firm your m u s c l e s 
• Lose fat and inches 

Increase strength and endurance 

New session starting June 1st 
S i g n up today - classes fill fast! 

For more information go to: 

Or c a l l Mona W 248.890.6702 O E 0 S B 5 8 6 2 5 

D R I V E R 

She deserves more than driver education. 

She needs Driver Intelligence. 

Give your teen the best driver training. 
M a n y t e e n s a r e b o r e d at m o s t d r i v i n g s c h o o l s a n d d o n ' t i e a r n w e l l . T o p 
D r i v e r is d i f f e r e n t - w e t e a c h Driver Intelligence. O u r e n g a g i n g i n s t r u c t o r s , 
i n t e r a c t i v e a p p r o a c h , a n d p a r e n t t o o i s h e l p s t u d e n t s l e a r n b e t t e r a n d b e c o m e 
s a f e r d r i v e r s . 

Give them the most complete driver training. 
M o s t d r i v i n g s c h o o l s u s e " p i g g y b a c k " d r i v i n g l e s s o n s - o n e s t u d e n t d r i v e s to 
t h e n e x t s t u d e n t ' s h o m e a n d is d r i v e n b a c k . This results in up to 50% of a 
lesson's time lost to transportation. A t T o p D r i v e r , w e d o n ' t t a k e s h o r t c u t s -
e a c h l e s s o n i s e n t i r e l y d e d i c a t e d to t r a i n i n g not to t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

Call 800.374.8373 or visit topdriver.com to learn 
more. 

topdr iver .com 8 0 0 . D R I V E R . E D (800.374.8373) 

http://topdriver.com
http://topdriver.com
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Liberty Fest a 
can't-miss fun 
event for all 

If you've seen Cantons Liberty Festival before, 
you know it definitely does not fall into the "if 
you've seen one, you've seen 'em all" category. 

If you haven't seen Liberty Fest before, know 
this: It definitely falls into the "I've GOT to see 
THAT!" category. 

Either way, you get your chance to see it — 
again or for the first time — when Liberty Fest 
returns starting with the preview night tonight 
(Thursday) and continuing Friday and Saturday. 

It's an amazing combination of family fun, 
patriotic displays and charitable works that is 
a steadfast Canton tradition. From the Family 
Zone activities to the parade and fireworks, to 
the various food concessions that give to charity, 
Liberty Fest provides (if you'll pardon the cliche) 
something for everyone. 

The Family Zone features daily performances 
from the Flying Wallendas, as well as a Guitar 
Hero competition and 15 carnival rides. 

Friday features entertainment on two stages, 
along with the Canton Firefighters' 11th spaghet­
ti dinner and the preview party for the America's 
Most Wanted Car Club vintage auto show. 

The festival's final day is book-ended by the 
annual parade along Ford Road (which starts at 
9 a.m.) arid the fireworks display that evening 
(which generally start shortly after 10 p.m.). 

You should come to the parade hungry, because 
the Canton Lions Club will be serving up their 
pancake breakfast. Later in the day, the Kiwanis 
Club goes "Hog Wild for Kids" with its first 
pulled-pork sandwich sale, also for charity. 

There's all kinds of other stuff going on (if 
you're looking for the full schedule, look no fur­
ther than the Liberty Fest guide published in 
today's paper) during the three-day festival. If 
you can't find something for the entire family, 
you're just not looking hard enough. 

Of course, the festival wouldn't even be possible 
without the efforts of Jon LaFever and Jennifer 
Provenzano, whose yeoman efforts along with 
the rest of the Canton Leisure Services depart­
ment make the whole event go. And enough can't 
be said about the work of all the civic organiza­
tions, businesses, and especially the volunteers 
whose efforts should be applauded. 

All that effort combines to make Canton's 
Liberty Fest a can't-miss proposition. 

S T * i 

B i l l BRESLER] STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

There are many treats to be had at the Canton Liberty 
Festival, as Breann Bowman found out last year while 
attending the festival with Carol and Bill Bowman, her 
grandparents. 
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COMMUNITY VOICE 
If y o u w o n a n a l l - e x p e n s e s p a i d v a c a t i o n t o a n y w h e r e , w h e r e w o u l d y o u g o a n d w h y ? 

We asked this question at the Canton Public Library. 

"Right now it would be India. I 
want to see the Taj Mahal" 
B e t h S h a u m 

"I would go back to Mexico. "I'd have to go to Disney "I guess I'd go to Mexico, 
I went with my daughter last World with my husband and maybe Acapulco. I've never 

two children." been there, and I hear the 
J u l i e E a l o v e g a 

year (for a senior school 
trip) and loved it ." 
L e e A n n K o w a l s k i 

beaches are wonderful." 
S h e r r i e M u r p h y - W i l l e t t 

Officers are trustworthy 
I would like to comment on the ridicu­

lous letter sent in recently by a reader about 
Canton, "Not so safe." 

Mrs. Skaff, perhaps you failed to realize 
that this "unsafe" community has ranked 
in the top 30 for the safest places to live in 
the nation for the past several years, and 
ranked in the top 20 safest last year. That 
statistic alone, tells me that the police offi­
cers in Canton are not only doing their jobs, 
but they obviously take great pride in their 
work. I think Canton is a great place to live 
and a safe community to raise my family. 

As far as officers handing out $65 dol­
lar tickets for not wearing a seat belt, 
perhaps you did not know that the State 
of Michigan provides grant money to local 
police departments to issue seat belt tick­
ets at specific dates and locations. These 
details are funded by the state to reduce 
traffic fatalities, and to be honest $65 is 
about the cheapest violation that currently 
exists, so if you received one of these tick­
ets (which I strongly believe you did), you 
should be glad it was not a three-point, 
$130 dollar violation for a moving offense. 

These details are also posted with warn­
ing signs in advance, and if you do not 
want your community burdened with a $65 
ticket, then wear your seat belt. As far as 
officers issuing tickets for prohibited turns, 
I am pretty sure that traffic enforcement 
is part of their jobs, just like responding to 
calls, and patrolling for criminals. 

Canton is a very diverse and growing 
community, yet the men and women in blue 
continue to keep this township ranked high 
in safety. Perhaps you should compare the 
crime statistics to area communities and 
you will realize that the Officers in Canton 
are spending their time wisely. 

Mrs. Skaff, in your article, you stated "I 
read the paper and see many crimes that 
are now being committed in your once safe 
community." Did you know that you also 
can watch the news, and see that crimes 
occur in every community, and crime will 
probably continue to grow due to the cur­
rent state of the economy. The biggest 
difference regarding Canton, is that fewer 
crimes are occurring here than the majority 
of cities and townships in the nation, and 
you should be thankful to the Canton Police 
Department for that. 

You asked for the community to stand up 
and voice our opinion, well I did just that, 
and I could not disagree with your article 
more, Mrs. Skaff. This is a very safe com­
munity, the police officers do a great job 
in this City. My back ground is also in law 
enforcement, I have been a police officer 
for over 15 years, and I proudly call Canton 
my home, and I do not even work for the 
Canton Police Department. 1 know very few 
of the Canton Officers, but I do know that 
when it comes to protecting the citizens, 
the Officers in Canton can be trusted with 
keeping this community as one of the safest 
in nation. 

Gary Voiles 
Canton 

is a lowlife 
To the lowlife who stole my Red Wing 

flag — pole and all — on Wednesday, June 
10, you think it's funny? It's NOT! You 
think it's cute? It's NOT! You think it's a 
joke? It's NOT! 

Whether you stole a $40 flag and pole or . 
a $40,000 item, you are a common crimi­
nal, a THIEF! Since you obviously have no 

LETTERS 
conscience, I hope that someday you will 
answer to a higher power, who will treat 
you as the common criminal you are. 

You have no right to steal from people! 
Nancy Spencer 

Canton 

Focus on big picture 
Please find my thoughts on the article 

regarding the House of Representatives 
vote to ban smoking in bars and restau­
rants. I am a nonsmoker, yet I do not sup­
port the ban on smoking. Here are my 
reasons: 

• Economy — In this horrid economy 
the government should not shoulder local 
businesses with additional regulations. If 
an individual does not like the smell of a 
specific establishment they can simply turn 
around and walk out the door. No need to 
regulate. Consumer's wallets will complete 
the regulation process. 

• Hypocrisy — I find it humorous that 
people want to ban smoking in a BAR. If 
you ban smoking in a bar why not ban a 
number of other items found in bars and 
restaurants. 

For example, while banning smoking in 
bars, they should also ban alcohol. Alcohol 
causes birth defects in children and mil­
lions of dollars are spent in treating alcohol 
abuse. In addition, drunk driving is one of 
the leading causes of accidents; thus they 
should ban alcohol.. 

While banning smoking and alcohol in 
bars and restaurants they should not over­
look red meat and cheese products. These 
items are proven to contribute to high cho­
lesterol, heart disease and obesity which 
are known killers. Thus we should add 
cheeseburgers to the list of banned items. 

Along with smoking, alcohol and cheese­
burgers the state should also ban Keno. 
Keno is a first step into gambling which 
has caused financial hardships for people 
throughout Michigan. The state cannot risk 
their citizens falling into the clutches of 
gambling. 

Oops. Strike that. The state makes mil­
lions on gambling and has omitted casi­
nos from the smoking ban. The House of 
Representatives would not want to appear 
hypocritical. 

I would ask that the State of Michigan's 
government focus on the most important 
item on their plate; to increase the favor-
ability of Michigan to business by reducing 
taxes so that jobs will remain/return to 
the state. Their intentions may be noble 
but I ask that they focus on the big picture 
and leave the smaller decisions up to the 
remaining citizens of the state. 

Of course, this could all be an elaborate 
plan by Lansing. If all businesses/citizens 
leave the state there will be no need for 
bars/restaurants; thus there will be no 
bar/restaurant patrons and there will be no 
remaining citizens to inhale second hand 
smoke. Problem solved. 

Sarcastically yours, 
Geff Phillips 

Plymouth 

amnesia 
In response to a letter to the editor by 

Jim ofNorthville, printed on June 11, it 
seems that he is suffering from a case of 
selective amnesia or using psychological 
projection. 

Jim speaks of blank checks issued by 
"legislative sycophants" in response to a 
presidential declaration that we are "out of 

money" that "wildly enlarged all govern­
ment costs without a whimper." 

I wonder how Jim thinks we got to this 
point? What about a $155 billion surplus 
that was transformed into a $1.5 trillion 
deficit in eight years? What about a presi­
dential budget of $3.1 billion for 2008 with 
the two foreign wars, one' necessary the 
other chosen, being financed off the books 
so that an egotistical chief executive, in 
pursuit of a legacy, could gain political trac­
tion that would translate into "leverage" in 
matters foreign and domestic by making 
himself a wartime commander in chief? 

What about the "tyranny" of hacked 
e-mails, government wiretaps and other 
suspensions of civil liberties, crimes perpe­
trated and laws enacted in response to fear 
over the contrived emergencies, WMDs in 
Iraq and a nonexistent conspiracy between 
al Qaeda and Saddam Hussein, that have 
haunted us for the last six years? 

Yes, we have "exhausted international 
lenders" in Jim's words, by borrowing the 
funds to conduct two wars from China, 
but this did not occur during the current 
administration. Jim states that the recipe 
for tyranny includes "giant debt load, lin­
gering unemployment, inflated money and 
market control," all characteristics of the -
previous administration, but neglects to 
include the impact of the Iraq war on the 
American psyche. 

Remember that war that seemed abso­
lutely necessary because the administra­
tion falsified its own intelligence, ignored 
intelligence from allies and obtained false 
information through torture after the fact 
to evidence the inescapability of war. 

As far as "bailouts driven" by "Fannie, 
Freddie and the Fed," those too began on 
the prior watch. By the way, the failures 
of Fannie and Freddie played a relatively 
small part in the meltdown. Noted econo­
mist Paul Krugman termed those who 
believe that Fannie and Freddie were the 
causal agents of the cataclysm as "delu­
sional." They were mere symptoms the 
result of 28 years of conservative-led, greed 
motivated deregulation that has resulted in 
the banking industry behaving more like a 
casino than the keeper of the currency. 

Jim may be right on the assumption 
that we will all have to tolerate regressive, 
"relentless taxation upon anything pro­
duced, moved or used in America" to main­
tain the status quo. If we continue to allow 
corporations a virtual free pass With a loop­
hole-ridden tax code featuring the legal off-
shoring of the fair tax burden as well as low 
marginal tax rates and low capital gains 
taxes on wealthy individuals, someone will 
have to foot the bill. 

Amazingly, corporations in the '50s paid 
over 30 percent of the federal tax bill and 
now pay about 7 percent. In addition, low 
marginal tax rates on that second or third 
million encourage the "boom, bubble, bust" 
economies that have become painfully all 
too familiar. Perhaps Jim and I agree on 
ousting "arrogant incumbents" if he is a 
citizen of the 11th U.S. Congressional dis­
trict, the home of "Dr. No." In that eventu- -
ality Jim, speaking of arrogance, states that 
there are "real Americans" who should feel 
the "calling to serve" but I fear that those 
folks who qualify are only those who agree 
with him and who now, after having things 
their way for 20 or more of the last 28 years 
and thoroughly messing things up, are hav­
ing to adjust to a new reality. 

Mitch Smith 
Canton 
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MALLS & MAIN STREETS 

If you have an item for Malls & Main Streets, 
please e-maii Susan Steinmueller at sstein-
mueller@hometownlife.com or Sharon 
Dargay at sdargay@hometownlife.com 

Free classes 
Art Van Furniture, Michigan's 

largest furniture retailer, will 
offer design classes this fell. The 
stores Visual Merchandising team 
will present classes on four main 
topics: Deterniining Your Style, 
The Impact of Color, Furniture 
Placement, and Accessorizing. The 
style class will teach participants 
how to make smarter decisions 
about major purchases and make 
a home more comfortable for 
the family. The color session will 
explain the value of color and how 
to pick the right hues for a style. 
The fiirniture placement class will 
cover traffic patterns, focal points, 
floor plans and visual balance. The 
final session will clarify how to 
clear clutter, work with pieces that 
hold an emotional connection, and 
mix old and new pieces together. 

Classes will be held Sept 
15,22,29 and Oct. 6 at the Novi 
store, 27775 Novi Road, and Sept. 
17,24, Oct 1 and 8, in the Ann 
Arbor store, 425 E. Eisenhower 
Parkway. 

Reservations are requested. 
Register by calling (888) 619-2199. 

Reading incentive 
Borders Express at Laurel Park 

Place in Livonia is challenging 
youngsters 12 and under to read 
this summer and offering a 50 
percent savings on merchandise 
when they da 

Kids can pick up a Reading 
Challenge form at Borders, read 
any eight books they like (no pur­
chase necessary) and list them on 
the form. If they return the form 
they'll receive a coupon for half off 
on selected items. 

Forms must be returned by 
Aug. 31. 

Meet the author 
Tom Lowe, author of A False 

Dawn, will sign his new crime 
novel at 7 p.m., Tuesday, June 23, 
at Barnes &Noble's Northville 
store, 17111 Haggerty. (248) 348-
0696. At 7:30 p jm., the store's 
mystery book group wiU meet. 

Grill or Barbecue? 
Learn the difference at the 

AB-American Summer class, 11 
a.m, Sunday, June 28 and 6 pm, 

Monday June 29 at the Williams-
Sonoma store in Somerset 
Collection, Troy. You'll also learn 
how to capture slow-cooked 
flavors with ease. The class will 
include all-American recipes that 
are perfect for a Fourth of July 
cookout 

Class sizes are limited. (248) 
637-0672 

Trade electronics 
RadioShack at Westland Mall 

will appraise your used electron­
ics — MP3 players, GPS receivers, 
digital cameras, mobile phones, 
games and gaming systems, and 
camcorders — and give you their 
value in the form of a RadioShack 
gift card on trade-in. The program 
runs through December. Westland 
Mall is located at 35000 W. 
Warren Road, Westland. (734) 
421-0291 

Wall t h e mall 
Too hot or wet to hit the 

pavement outdoors? Head to 
Laurel Park Place Mall where 
the doors open to walkers at 6 
a.m., Monday through Saturday 
and at 9 a.m. on Sunday. You'll 
log more than a half mile for 
every completed trip through 
the mall, including hallways. 
Laurel Park Place is located on 
Six Mile, between 1-275 and 
Newburgh, in Livonia. 

Inline s k a t i n g 
Summit Sports and the 

Farmington Inline Skate 
Club will host inline skating 
events 6:30 p.m.-midnight. 
Intermediate/advanced skat­
ers will meet every Monday in 
June in the rear parking lot of 
Our Lady of Sorrows, 23815 
Power Road, Farmington for a 
15-25 mile skate through hilly 
terrain. 

Beginner/intermediate skat­
ers will meet Wednesdays, 
through Aug. 26, in the pub­
lic parking area on Orchard 
Street (behind the Farmington 
Shopping Center at Farmington 
and Grand River) for 4-12 miles 
of skating in two loops. 

The store is located at 28942 
Orchard Lake Road. On July 
29 and Aug. 26, Summit Sports 
will hold a skate maintenance 
clinic at 7:30 in between the 
loops Call (248) 737-0970. 

-Compiled by Sharon Dargay 

Downtown Northville gears up for art festival 
The 21st Annual 

Northville Art in the Sun 
fine arts festival will offer 
more than 100 juried art­
ists, lively music, food, kids' 
activities and the ambiance 
of downtown Northville, 
Saturday-Sundav, June 27-
28. 

Festival hours are 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday. 

Kids activities will 
include sand art, plaster 
painting, sandy candy, cari­
catures, and face painting. 
Sheila Landis, award win­
ning jazz vocalist will per­
form noon-4 p.m., Sunday. 
Performers from 10 a.m.-l 
p.m., Saturday are classi­
cal guitarist Roy Scoutz, 
drummer Ken Majors 
and Americamanta, with 
Brazilian music. 

For more information 
about the show, leave a mes­
sage at the Northville Art 
House at (248) 344-0497 or 
visit online at www.north-
villearts.org. 

Jewelry, like this glass bead necklace 
by artist Ann J a l s a , will be sold at 
Northville's Art in the Sun f e s t i v a l . . 

Design - Sales - Installation 

Mon- Fri 1 0 - 6 * Sat 10 -4 

KITCHENS » BATHROOMS » LAUNDRY ROOMS 
WET BARS • SUNROOMS > BASEMENTS 

ADDITIONS • BARRIER-FREE ROOMS 
www.seghi.net 

248-437-2454 8 

440 Lafayette, South Lyon 

Artist Duane Scherer's clock sculptures will be on display at Northville's 
upcoming art festival. 

r legs beautiful again 
M-ismsC- Vaifi 1i\&spk& uses the 

fah'St teehmkgj) to proves flu safe, n&n-irvwiwu. 

• 8«>i'ne« ami effective varicose and spider vein care 

with M MWpittg and m Stti 
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ADVANCED VEIN 

248.344.9110 1 w ' s,eom 

48325 W. 12 M E £ R O A D I SUITE 33S < NOVt I W a s t d Now R w . d 

www: 

Stjua am 
7:00am- 35% Off Eraythiog 

20% Off The Rest Of 

•Excludes Weddings & I*arties 

Come Early For 
"Mom's" Coffee 

** i ' i i ' t 11 < \ \ i r1 i A. 

a i f i i 

Trollbeads 

Saturday 
June 20; 2009 

7 A M - 1 0 A m 
Visit these participating stores early on this one day 

event to get exceptional savings! Complete this form 
and drop it at any of these locations to be enter in a 

drawing to w i n a fantastic prize! 

N a m e 

A d d r e s s 

Entry Form 
i 

Sponsored by the Plymouth Community Chamber of Commerce and Downtown Development Authority 

mailto:mueller@hometownlife.com
mailto:sdargay@hometownlife.com
http://www.north-
http://villearts.org
http://www.seghi.net
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Cavaliers calling 
D r u m c o r p s e x p e c t s l o c a l a u d i e n c e at W a y n e s h o w 

BY SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER • 

T h e C a v a l i e r s a r e c o m i n g . 
I f y o u ' r e a f a n o f d r u m l i n e s 

a n d d r u m a n d b u g l e c o r p s , 
y o u w o n ' t w a n t t o m i s s t h e 
R o s e m o n t , 111., C a v a l i e r s w h e n 
t h e y m a k e a t w o - d a y s t o p o v e r 
a t W a y n e M e m o r i a l H i g h 
S c h o o l t o r e h e a r s e f o r c o m p e ­
t i t i o n i n T o l e d o , O h i o . 

" T h e i r v i s i t i s c r e a t i n g a l o t 
o f e x c i t e m e n t , " s a i d W a y n e 
H i g h b a n d d i r e c t o r M a t t ' 
D i r o f f , w h o i s o r g a n i z i n g b a n d 
b o o s t e r s a n d s t u d e n t s t p p r e ­
p a r e f o r t h e g r o u p ' s a r r i v a l . 
" I ' m a m a z e d a t t h e h a r d w o r k 
t h a t ' s p u t i n f o r o n e o f t h e s e 
v i s i t s . I t ' s a g r e a t l e a r n i n g 
e x p e r i e n c e f o r t h e k i d s . " 

D i r o f f w a s c o n t a c t e d a t t h e 
e n d o f M a y a b o u t h o s t i n g t h e 
C a v a l i e r s . T h e s c h o o l w i l l p r o ­
v i d e s l e e p i n g a r e a s a n d s h o w e r 
r o o m s f o r t h e m e m b e r s a n d . 
t h e i r d r i v e r s a n d c o o k s a n d 
p r o v i d e t h e h i g h s c h o o l f o o t ­
b a l l s t a d i u m f o r r e h e a r s a l s . 
T h e g r o u p — f i v e m o t o r c o a c h -

Founded in 1948, The Cavaliers is an all-male drum and bugle c o r p s . ' 

e s , t h r e e t r a c t o r - t r a i l e r s a n d 
s e v e r a l c a r s — w i l l a r r i v e a t 
t h e W a y n e h i g h s c h o o l a r o u n d 
2 a . m . W e d n e s d a y , J u n e 2 4 , 
D i r o f f s a i d . 

T h e y ' l l u s e t h e h i g h s c h o o l 
f o o t b a l l f i e l d f o r p r a c t i c e 9 
a . m . t o 9 p . m - W e d n e s d a y 
a n d 9 a . m . t o 4 p . m . T h u r s d a y 
b e f o r e h e a d i n g t o T o l e d o 
w h e r e t h e y c o m p e t e w i t h s i x -
s e v e n o t h e r d r u m a n d b u g l e 

c o r p s i n t h e G l a s s m a n A l l -
S t a r R e v i e w a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y 
o f T o l e d o . 

" T h e y o n l y n e e d a p l a c e t o 
r e h e a r s e a n d s l e e p , t h e y h a v e 
t h e i r o w n f o o d t r u c k , " s a i d 
D i r o f f . " W h a t w e t r y t o d o 
i s m a k e t h e m f e e l w e l c o m e 
a n d l e t t h e m k n o w t h e y ' r e a t 
a p l a c e t h a t a p p r e c i a t e s t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o h o s t t h e m . " 

B a n d b o o s t e r s a r e c r e a t ­

i n g g o o d i e b a g s f o r t h e g r o u p 
f i l l e d w i t h s n a c k f o o d s t h a t 
t h e y c a n t a k e w i t h t h e m w h e n 
t h e y l e a v e . T h e y a l s o w i l l m a n 
t h e c o n c e s s i o n s s t a n d w h e r e 
c o r p s m e m b e r s a n d p e o p l e 
w h o c o m e t o w a t c h t h e p r a c ­
t i c e c a n b u y h o t d o g s a n d 
s n a c k s t h r o u g h o u t W e d n e s d a y 
a f t e r n o o n a n d e v e n i n g . 

O n e b o o s t e r i s a l s o c r e a t i n g 
v i n y l s i g n s t o h a n g u p o u t s i d e 
t h e g y m a n d s t a d i u m w e l c o m ­
i n g a n d w i s h i n g t h e C a v a l i e r s 
g o o d l u c k . 

" T h e b o o s t e r s a r e d o i n g a n 
a m a z i n g j o b . H a v i n g b e e n 
a m e m b e r o f o n e o f t h o s e 
g r o u p s , I k n o w h o w n i c e i t 
w a s t o h a v e s o m e o n e m a k e 
y o u f e e l a t h o m e i n a s t r a n g e 
p l a c e , " s a i d D i r o f f . " T h e s e k i n d 
o f g r o u p s t a k e o f f i n J u n e a n d 
s t o p a t t h e i r h o m e b a s e o n c e o r 
t w i c e o v e r t h r e e m o n t h s . " 

" T h e y d o t h e i r p e r f o r m a n c e s 
t h e n p a c k u p a n d m o v e o n t o 
t h e n e x t s t o p . T h e y d o t h a t 
u n t i l A u g u s t w h e n t h e y c o n ­
v e r g e o n I n d i a n a f o r t h e w o r l d 
c h a m p i o n s h i p s , " h e a d d e d . 

T h e C a v a l i e r s h a v e 1 5 0 
m e m b e r s a n d a s u p p o r t s t a f f 
o f s o m e 3 5 p e o p l e . T h e g r o u p 
g o t i t s s t a r t i n 1 9 4 8 w h e n a 
C h i c a g o S c o u t m a s t e r o r g a ­
n i z e d h i s t r o o p m e m b e r s i n t o 
a d r u m c o r p s a f t e r s e e i n g a 
p e r f o r m a n c e a t S o l d i e r F i e l d 
b y a g r o u p o f R a c i n e , W i s . , 
E a g l e S c o u t s . T h e a l l - m a l e 
C a v a l i e r s p e r f o r m i n t h e D r u m 
C o r p s I n t e r n a t i o n a l ' s . w o r l d 
c l a s s d i v i s i o n a n d h a s w o n f i v e 
w o r l d c h a m p i o n s h i p s o v e r t h e 
l a s t e i g h t y e a r s , i n c l u d i n g a 
f i r s t - p l a c e f i n i s h i n 2006. 

D i r o f f e x p e c t s t h e C a v a l i e r s 
v i s i t w i l l a t t r a c t a l u m n i a n d 
f a n s f r o m a r o u n d t h e s t a t e 
a s w e l l a s a l a r g e c o n t i n g e n t 
f r o m P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n , w h i c h 
h a s a s t r o n g m u s i c p r o g r a m . 
H e e x p e c t s t h e l a r g e s t c r o w d s 
d u r i n g t h e a f t e r n o o n a n d e v e ­
n i n g p r a c t i c e s . 

A n d t h e C a v a l i e r s a r e n ' t t h e 
o n l y d r u m a n d b u g l e c o r p s 
t h a t w i l l s t o p b y t h e s c h o o l 
t h i s s u m m e r . W a y n e H i g h a l s o 
w i l l h o s t a o n e - d a y v i s i t b y t h e 
S a n t a C l a r a V a n g u a r d f r o m 

S a n t a C l a r a , C a l i f . , o n A u g . 3 . 
D i r o f f : s a i d t h e v i s i t w i l l 

b e " e x c i t i n g " b e c a u s e t h e 
V a n g u a r d w i l l b e " i n t i p t o p 
s h a p e . " 

" A f t e r t h e y c o m e h e r e , I ' m 
p r e t t y s u r e t h e y ' l l h e a d t o 
I n d i a n a , " h e s a i d . 

T h e h i g h s c h o o l h a s b e e n 
h o s t i n g d r u m a n d b u g l e 
c o r p s f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s a n d 
h a s d o n e s u c h a g o o d j o b t h a t 
i t ' s n o w a t t h e t o p o f t h e l i s t 
f o r h o s t s c h o o l s . D i r o f f m a d e 
t h e c o n n e c t i o n t h r o u g h a 
f r i e n d o f a f r i e n d . A c c o r d i n g 
t o D i r o f f , t h e C a v a l i e r s ' v i s i t 
s h o u l d b e a m u s t f o r b a n d s ­
m e n s e r i o u s a b o u t t h e i r p e r ­
f o r m a n c e s . 

" I f y o u w a n t t o l e a r n h o w 
t o d o w h a t y o u d o b e t t e r , y o u 
h a v e t o s e e i t d o n e a t t h e h i g h ­
e s t l e v e l , " h e s a i d . 

W a y n e M e m o r i a l H i g h 
S c h o o l i s a t 3 0 0 1 F o u r t h S t . a t 
G l e n w o o d i n W a y n e . F o r m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t D i r o f f b y 
e - m a i l a t d i r o f f m @ w w c s d . n e t . 

smason@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-6751 

Local Star Trek fans create their own online movie 
BY ALEX LUNDBERG 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

W i t h t h e l a s t t e l e v i s e d 
i n c a r n a t i o n o f S t a r T r e k o f f 
t h e a i r s i n c e 2 0 0 5 a n d a n e w 
S t a r T r e k m o v i e t h a t s e t b o x 
o f f i c e r e c o r d s , s o m e l o c a l f a n s 
h a v e c r e a t e d t h e i r o w n v e r s i o n 
o f t h e s h o w a n d a r e h o p i n g 
t o t e l l a s m a n y s t o r i e s a s t h e y 
c a n . 

I n Eclipse, t h e f i r s t e p i s o d e 
o f Star Trek: Osiris, w o r s e n ­
i n g r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n p e r e n ­
n i a l F e d e r a t i o n e n e m i e s t h e 
K l i n g o n s a n d R o m u l a n s a r e 
f r a m e d a g a i n s t t h e l a u n c h i n g 
o f the U . S . S . O s i r i s , S t a r f l e e t ' s 
n e w e s t a n d f a s t e s t s h i p , a n d 
a c o u p a g a i n s t the p r e s i d e n t 
o f the U n i t e d F e d e r a t i o n o f 
P l a n e t s . The s h i p ' s c a p t a i n 
i s w r e s t l i n g w i t h h i s s u p e r i ­
o r s , t h e c r e w i s f r a c t i o u s , t h e 
e n g i n e j u s t d o e s n ' t w a n t t o 
w o r k . . . a l l f a m i l i a r S t a r T r e k 
f l a v o r s . 

O n t o p o f t h a t , a l l o f t h e 
p r o p s , c o s t u m e s , s o u n d e f f e c t s 
a n d d i a l o g u e a r e a s c l o s e t o 
t h e i m a g e a n d f e e l i n g o f t h e 
S t a r T r e k p r o d u c t s s i n c e Star 
Trek: The Next Generation a s 
t h e f i l m m a k e r s c o u l d g e t . A l l 
o f t h e s e t s a n d e f f e c t s a r e c o m -

Carr and Miller after the computer-
generated backgrounds have 
been added. All of the other props 
and costumes were made for the 
production specifically. 

p u t e r - g e n e r a t e d . 
E x e c u t i v e p r o d u c e r , w r i t e r 

a n d a c t o r T o d d A d a m s o f 
W a t e r f o r d ( " C m d r . A l a r i c 
T h o r r s o n " ) w a s w o r k i n g 
w i t h c o - c r e a t o r J a y M i l l e r a t 
B e s t B u y i n 2007 w h e n t h e y 
w a t c h e d Hidden Frontiers, t h e 
m o s t e x t e n s i v e f a n - g e n e r a t e d 
S t a r T r e k o n l i n e s e r i e s ! I t g a v e 
t h e m b o t h i d e a s . 

" A f t e r w a t c h i n g i t w e w e r e 
s a y i n g t h a t w e c o u l d d o t h a t , " 
h e s a i d . " O n e d a y t h o s e c o n ­
v e r s a t i o n s g o t s e r i o u s . " 

, S t a r t i n g w i t h t h e i d e a t h a t 
a l l t h e y n e e d e d w a s a c a m e r a 
a n d a g r e e n s c r e e n t h e y s t a r t ­
e d p l a n n i n g t h e i r o w n s e r i e s . 

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO 
CUDDLE AT NIGHT? 

Happy Hounds 
now offers 

Pane-Free 
Overnight Boarding! 
Your dog will have all the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
including sleeping on the bed with our 
trained and loving staff member! 

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes 
Visit our website for details 

If you are at work, on vacation, 
or traveling for business, we are at work 
caring for your Eoyal friend & companion 

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams! 

734-459 -DOGS 
673 South Main St. • Plymouth, Ml 48170 § 

www.happyhoundsdaycare.com 
"A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!" 

• Gymnastics Camp 
• Outdoor Camp 
• Gym Journeys 

• Cheer Camp 
• Athletic Adventures 

• Arts & Crafts Camp 
• "Kids Just Wanna 

Have Fun" Camp 
Flexible schedule...AM or PM classes 

M a r y G i b b s ( a s s o c i a t e 
p r o d u c e r , c a s t i n g d i r e c t o r ) 
o f R e d f o r d p l a y s t h e p a r t o f 
h e l m s m a n K a r a D o n o v a n . A 
v e t e r a n o f i n d e p e n d e n t f e a ­
t u r e s , m u r d e r m y s t e r y d i n n e r 
t h e a t e r a n d t h e M i c h i g a n 
R e n a i s s a n c e F e s t i v a l , s h e g o t 
t h e p a r t a f t e r a n s w e r i n g a n 
o n l i n e a d . 

"I r e s p o n d e d t o a C r a i g s l i s t 
a d l o o k i n g f o r a c t o r s f o r a Star 
Trek f a n W e b s e r i e s , " s h e s a i d . 
" I w e n t t h e r e , a u d i t i o n e d o n 
t h e g r e e n s c r e e n s e t a n d g o t 
t h e j o b . " 

A f t e r g e t t i n g t h e j o b , s h e 
s a i d M i l l e r w a s d o i n g c a s t ­
i n g a s w e l l a s p r o d u c i n g a n d 
d i r e c t i n g , a n d s h e a s k e d i f s h e 
c o u l d t a k e o v e r s o m e o f t h o s e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . S h e u s e d h e r 
c o n t a c t s i n M i c h i g a n f i l m t o 

g e t p e o p l e s h e k n e w , o t h e r 
a c t o r s , t o c o m e o u t a n d a u d i ­
t i o n f o r p a r t s i n t h e p r o d u c ­
t i o n . 

A d a m s s a i d g e t t i n g t h e 
a c t o r s t o g e t h e r t u r n e d o u t t o 
b e a r e g u l a r c h o r e . O n l y t w o 
o f t h e p e o p l e i n v o l v e d w e r e 
p r o f e s s i o n a l a c t o r s , t h e r e s t 
w e r e p e o p l e w i t h d a y j o b s 
s o s h o o t i n g w a s a w e e k e n d 
b a l a n c i n g a c t . O t h e r s f o u n d 
o t h e r c h a l l e n g e s i n h e r e n t i n 
t h e p r o j e c t . 

A l l a c t i n g i s m a k e b e l i e v e , 
b u t t h e s e t o f Star Trek: Osiris 
i s e n t i r e l y a g r e e n s c r e e n 
e n v i r o n m e n t w h e r e e v e r y ­
t h i n g t h a t i s n ' t i n a c h a r a c t e r ' s 
h a n d s o r o n h i s / h e r b a c k i s 
c o m p u t e r - g e n e r a t e d . G i b b s 
s a i d i t c a n b e d i f f i c u l t t o 
a d j u s t . 

" I h a d d o n e g r e e n s c r e e n 
b e f o r e b u t n o t h i n g l i k e t h i s , " 
s h e s a i d . " Y o u ' r e s i t t i n g t h e r e 
w i t h t h e c o n s o l e i n f r o n t o f y o u 
b u t i t ' s p l y w o o d s p r a y e d g r e e n 
a n d y o u ' r e p r e t e n d i n g t o p u s h 
b u t t o n s . " 

J a y M i l l e r ( d i r e c t o r , p r o d u c ­
e r , e d i t o r , " C a p t . , K i e r a n B a l e " ) 
c r e a t e d a l l o f t h e c o m p u t e r 
g e n e r a t e d s e t s a n d e f f e c t s 
u s i n g a n e d i t i n g p r o g r a m h e 
t a u g h t h i m s e l f t o u s e . 

I t w a s a l o t o f w o r k . 
" I t w a s m o r e w o r k t h a n I 

o r i g i n a l l y t h o u g h t , " h e s a i d . 
" N o w I r e a l i z e h o w h a r d i t i s t o 
m a n a g e t a l e n t a n d w o r k w i t h 
t h e c o m p u t e r . I g a i n e d a l o t o f 
r e s p e c t f o r t h e g u y s w h o c r e ­
a t e d Hidden Frontiers* 

T h e f i r s t e p i s o d e of Star 
Trek: Osiris, Eclipse, h a s b e e n " 

o n l i n e s i n c e A p r i l 1 8 a n d t h o u ­
s a n d s h a v e a l r e a d y s e e n i t . 

" T h e p o s i t i v e r e s p o n s e o f 
t h e T r e k c o m m u n i t y h a s b e e n 
m o r e t h a n I e x p e c t e d , " A d a m s 
s a i d , " I t ' s b e e n a b o v e a n d 
b e y o n d . " 

H o w l o n g c a n i t g o o n ? 
M i l l e r s a i d h e e x p e c t e d a f e w 
m o r e . e p i s o d e s w i l l b e n e e d e d 
t o f l e s h o u t t h e s t o r y a r c s t a r t ­
e d i n Eclipse. A f t e r t h a t , w h o 
k n o w s ? 

" W e ' v e g o t a g e n e r a l i d e a 
w h e r e w e w a n t i t t o e n d , " 
h e s a i d . " I ' d l i k e t o k e e p i t 
g o i n g , t o s a y w h a t l i f e i s l i k e 
a f t e r t h e s e e v e n t s , w h a t i s t h e 
c h a n g e a f t e r t h i s . " 

T h e e p i s o d e c a n b e s e e n f o r 
f r e e a t w w w . s t o s i r i s . c o m . 

alundberg@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-5379 

www.eurostargymniistic«.eorri • 
Our instructors have 25+ years experience and have been safety certified 

Receive a 550 6 ¾ Card 1 • . 

During our Grand Opening celebration, you ' ll receive 

a $ 5 0 A m e r i c a n E x p r e s s Gift Card w h e n y o u o p e n a 

1 Canton, Mi 48187 

A .bank invested in people! 
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