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Pancakes on
parade

The Canton Lions Club hosts its
famous pancake breakfast along
the Liberty Fest parade route
Saturday, June 20.

Residents are encouraged
to set up their chairs and then
head to Elite Eye Care’s park-
ing lot on Ford Road {between
Sheldon and Canten Center) to
enjoy golden pancakes, sausage,
orange juice and coffee. A start-
ing time at 7 a.m, allows for
parade participants to attend as
well. Breakfast will be served
until 11 a.m.; the parade begins
at § a.m.

Suggested $5.00 per person
donation (all you care to eat). All
donations benefit the sight and
hearing impaired.

Questions about the pan-
cake breakfast can be directed
to John at {734) 612- 6731.
For more information about
the charitable work accom-
plished and membership in
the Canton Lions, visit www. -
cantonlions.org

Canton Lions cluk: members John Chew
and Karl Zarbo were part of the team
making delicious pancakes and sausage
at last year's breakfast on the Liberty
Fest parade route. This year's breakfast
is scheduled for Saturday, June 20.

rlags and
phones

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 6695 and the Vietnam
Veterans of America Chapter 528
of Plymouth-Canton conduct
an American Flag Retirement
Ceremony 1 p.m. Saturday, June

" 13 at the VFW post home, 1426 S.
Mill 8t., in Plymouth (just north
of Ann Arbor Road).

The public is welcome to see the
ceremony, presented by The Boy
Scouts of America.

Post members will accept
flags to be retired at this time,
as well as “cell phones for sol-
diers” and information to send
active duty people free call-
ing cards. Johnson Controls of
Plymouth brought in 50 phones
this week.

For more information, call Gary
Kubic at the VFW Post, {734)
459-8700, between 10:30 a.m,
and 2 p.m.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

When asked about the propesed smoking ban, Jason Smith replied, “1 don't agree thh it. A beer and cigarette go hand in hand.” He
and friends were watching the Red Wings at 4 Friends Bar and Grill, ‘

Where there's smoke ...

State House smoking ban bill draws support, ire

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Sitting on opposite ends of
the bar Thursday evening inside
Canton’s Rusty Nail Lounge
on Ford Road, patrons Ryan
Roberts and Randi Tinglan
couldn’t be further divided over
a workplace smoking ban that
could include bars and restau-
rants.

The state House has approved
a ban that still faces a decision
by Michigan senators.

“I'm against it. I don't feel they
should take that liberty away
from us,” Roberts, a 22-year-old
Ypsilanti resident and smoker,
said just a few hours before
Thursday’s Red Wings hockey
game.

“A bar has always been a place
to smoke,” he said. "If people
want to smoke a cigarette while
watching a game, they should be
allowed to do it. If they don't, let

. them go to Meijer or some other

store and watch it.”

Tinglan, a 43-year-old Canton
resident who quit smoking in
1992, said she still enjoys stop-
ping by the Rusty Nail even
though she hates being around
cigarettes. She supports a ban.

“When I go bowling or to a bar
or restaurant, [ have to go home
and take a shower,” she said,
adding that she detests the smell
of smoke that gets on her and her
clothing.

Roberts said Rusty Nail owner
John Johnson — not legislators

‘A bar has always been a place to
smoke. If people want to smoke a
cigarette while watching a game,

‘they should be allowed to do it. If

they don't, iet them go to Meijer or
some other store and waich it.

RYAN ROBERTS, srmoker at Rusty Nuil Lounge

— ought to have the right to
decide whether he wants to allow
smoking in his bar.

“I'd come to the Rusty Nail,
smoking or not,” Roberts said.
“But the man who owns the bar
should be able to decide, not the
government.”

The debate over workplace
smoking is raging anew across
Michigan as legislators consider
a ban that supporters say would
protect the health of employees
and patrons.

Deana Brotherton, manager
of 4 Friends Bar & Grill near
Warren and Sheldon, said the
new rules could hurt business at
places already struggling amid
an economic downturn.

“Our government is making

_ our decisions for us, and it’s

wrong,” Brotherton said. “A bar is
one of the few places where you
can relax, have a beverage and
smoke. I do feel that a ban would
infringe on smokers’ rights.”

She said nonsmokers can
choose to sit in nonsmoking sec-
tions, and she said business own-
ers could opt to offer smoke-free

establishments if they want to
appeal to that crowd.

“If this (ban) passes, it’s going
to be hard for bars that allow
smoking,” Brotherton said,
“Pretty soom, are we not going to
be allowed to smoke in our cars
and in our homes? My bar cus-
tomers are extremely appalled by
this.”

Johnson said he, too, is wor-
ried about the economic impact
of a smoking ban in bars and res-
taurants. The House-approved
yerston would provide exemp-
tions for Detroit casinos, cigar
bars and smoke shops.

“I think it’s a bad idea in this
economy that they should be
considering putting any more
restrictions on us,” Johnson said.

If the ban passes, he said he
probably will have to spend
money to put up an outdoor
awning to provide shelter for
patrons who want to smoke. And,
if smokers stay home, he said,
“I'm not sure we would pick up
enough nonsmokers to offset (the
loss of business).”

Some state Senate leaders have
said they will review the House-
approved legislation but take
time to work through the details.

Regardless, bar patrons like
Roberts and Tinglan said they
aren’t likely to quit visiting plac-
es like the Rusty Nail.

“I'll just have to take a shower
when I go home,” Tinglan said
Thursday. .

delem@hometowniife.com | (313) 222-2238

District tinkers
with budget while
awaiting state cut

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton school administra--
tors are pretty sure they’re going to be
able to balance the district’s 2009-10
budget without dipping in to its fund
balance.

But after word came down last week
the state will likely take a $265 bite out
of the per-student foundation allowance
starting next year, it might not matter.

The budget for next year will be
balanced despite the $265 state cut,
according to figures presented by Supt.

_Dr. Craig Fiegel at Thursday's budget

session, because the state will use fed-
eral stimulus money to balance the cut.
No such promise has been made for
succeeding vears. Fiegel’s projected
budget leaves the district some $10
million in deficit in 2010-11. The cut,
announced in a communications bul-
letin from Wayne RESA officials late

last week, would cost Plymouth-Canton. -

some $5.1 million. It's necessary, RESA
said, because the state school-aid fund
shortfall is expected to be $429 million
this year and $874 million: in 2009-10.

While the $265 cut will be replaced
next year, budgets further out would
also be affected.

“One of the key points here is to look
at the out-years,” Fiegel told board
members at Thursday’s budget session.
“If (the state) doesn’t find other dol-
lars and they cut everyone's foundation
grant, you can assume you 11 lose that
money.”

The announcement came at a time
when Fiegel and James Larson-
Schidler, the district’s assistant super-
intendent for business services, thought
they had a handle on next year’s budget.
The Board of Education had already
approved more than $900,000 in cuts,
and Thursday approved an addition
$2.64 million.

Among the cuts approved Thursday
were an elementary school staff reduc-
tion, building allocations and otfice
supplies a half-time field trip secretary,
cuts in travel and a reductmn in para-
professionals.

The district also realized savings in’
pre-purchasing natural gas and con-
verting other energy savings, Fiegel told
the board.

Among other proposals for budget
reductions was an increase in class size
at the K-2 level, from 26 to 28 students,
but board members were quick to
decline any action on such a move.

While the administration figures to
balance the budget this year, much of
the attention Thursday was focused on
out-years. For instance, the budget for
2010-11 is projected to have a $10 mﬁ-
ton deficit.

While optimistic about 2009-10,
Fiegel warned board members it would

be much more difficult to find $10 mil- -

lion worth of cuts next year.
“You're not going to be able to cut
your way out of this one,” he told them.
“You're gomg 1o have to restructure
some things.”

bkadrich@hometown{ife.mm }(313) 222-8899

Flasher sentenced to year in jail

Dearborn in February following
" allegations of a similar incident
— but one that authorities said -
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spokesman said Thursday that

Porter still was behind bars.
Porter was arrested partly

for a Jan. 30 incident in which

a security tape at the Canton

Public Library showed a man

fondling himself just inside the

facility. After closing, he was

accused of exposing himselfto a

woman outside the building.
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MILESTONES. ... ... ... ... BS A Romulus man who exposed
NEIGHBORS.. .. ... ... B6T himself to a 25-year-old woman
OBITUARIES...... . ... ... B3 outside the Canton library has
ReaL ESTATE .. ... ... .. C2 " been sentenced to a year in
SPOATS.. v e e o o BI jail, Assistant Wayne County
Prosecutor Maria Miller con-
For Home firmed Thursday.
: . Paul Rolando Porter, accused
(gseé;vgg;a;;? of similar incidents at two Porter
x other libraries, also has been
g, placed on probation for five
‘F* years after he recently pleaded
W guilty to charges of aggravited
” indecent exposure and being a
sexual delinquent, according
to the Michigan Department of
-Corrections. o
Porter could potentially be
. released from jail with good
. : behavior prior to serving a full
& s3174 10007 & year, but a Wayne County jail

Porter’s arrest occurred in

involved an underage girl.

. The charges against him did
not involve any actual physical
assanlts.

Porter, sentenced in Wayne
County Circuit Court, also was
slapped with a long list of proba-
tion terms. He has been ordered
not to violate any criminal laws;
not to leave the state without
permission; to receive drug test-
ing; to report for monthly proba-
tion appointments; to give noti-
fication of any address change;
and to pay certain court-related
costs. .

Porter also has been ordered to
comply with rules set forth by the
Sex Offender Registration Act.

delem®hometowndife.com | (313) 2222238
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Deadline not causing
rush to get passports

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

“Tighter rules took effect this
month for U.S. citizens enter-
ing the country from places
such as Canada and Mexico,
but Canton hasn't seen a real
rush of residents upgrading
their documents.

“We are seeing business as
usual right now,” township
Clerk Terry Bennett said.

The stiffer regulations mean
that citizens need a valid
passport, passport card or
enhanced driver’s license to
prove their citizenship when
entering the United States
by land or sea from Canada,
Mexico or the Caribbean.

Bennett believes most Canton
residents who needed to adapt
to the changes likely already
received their new documents
prior to earlier deadlines that
ultimately were extended.

“The rush for applications
for passports came months

ago as the first and second
deadlines approached for the
Western Hemisphere Trave]
Initiative,” she said Thursday.
“Most people got busy and
took care of it. Our desk today
is not being swamped.”

Bennett estimated her office
processes, on average, about 350
passport applications a year.

State officials bave said that
in the past month or so, when
enhanced driver’s license cards
became available through
Secretary of State offices,
about 15,000 applications were
processed.

‘With the new rules taking effect
— partly due to efforts to boost
horder secarity — more informa-
tion is available at Web sites such |
as wwwigetyouhome.gov.

Local information, such
as various costs for travel
documents, also is available on
Canton Township’s Web site at
www.canton-ini,org. Simply go

to the government link, then the

clerk’s office, then to passports.

CANTON
Cherry Hill & Lilley Rd.
next to Holiday Market

660 Lilley Rd.
734-344-7803

¥ For over 25 years, we've been the best value in haircuts.
Qur friendly and experienced stylists will always give you
the quality haircut 'you waht, Guaranteed, just walk ih to
any of our 2700 salons today and you'll see why there’s
no better time than now; to give us a try.

WESTLAND _
Westridge Shopping Center
next to Party City
35741 Warren Rd.
734-467-9622

A Great Haircut, Guaranteed,

CANTON
Canton Center & Ford Rd.
inside Meijer
450017 Ford Rd.
734-981-7775
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Join the marching band

The Plymouth-Canton
marching band is host-
ing its final informational
meeting on Monday, June
15 for students and their
parents who are interested
in joining the 2009 march-
ing band program, which is
under the direction of David
Armbruster, a Michigan-
native, who was hired by the
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools as director of bands
at the Plymonth-Canton
Educational Park beginning in
June. Armbruster was previ- -
ously the director of bands at
Northmont High School in
Ohio. New band members and

- parents will have a chance to

meet the new director at the
June 15 meeting.

The marching band recruit-
ment meeting is designed for
incoming 8th graders, but is
open+o any high school stu-
dent. Interested students will
spend time with the existing
marchers enjoying pizza, while
parents listen to a presenta-
tion by the Plymouth-Canton
Music Boosters on how their

- §th grader can become a

member of the award-win-
ning marching band for the
2009 summer;/fall season.
Interested students and their
parents should report to
Plymouth High School’s band
room at 7 p.m.

For more information, visit
sww.pemb.net.

Summer camps

" Plymouth-Canton
Community Education is
offering a number of summer
camps and programs for all
ages - preschoot to adult.

One of the most popular
courses is the Safety Town
Program for kindergarten and *
first graders, which teaches kids
about house emergencies, emer-
gency vehicles, fire safety, bicy-
cle safety and stranger danger.

Registration is now open for
all courses. For details visit the
Community Education Web
site www.pees.kl2.mius or
call (734) 416-2937.

Volunteers needed

If'you love to shop, dine and play
in Canton, and you want to be fea-
tured in an advertising campaign,
then you may want to volunteer
to try out on Wednesday, June 10
for the SHOPCanton campaign.
Auditions are by appointment only
and hosted by the Canton DDA,

Hopefuls who enjoy and
want to help promote Canton

AROUND CANTON

10657 Benevmenoad -Beuevme

Located in the Belleviile Print Plaza = Just N. of I-94@
2 Across from McDonalds ?

Call for an appointment

Hero's welcome

and meet the following criteria
are encouraged to come out
and audition on June 10:

+ Couples in their 50s who
enjoy golf

» Families with children of
all ages

+ Teenagers .

* Young adults in thelr 20s
and 30s

» Group of girlfriends

* Group of guys

* Couples of all ages

The auditions are open to_
Canton residents and residents
of neighboring communities
that enjoy shopping in Canton.
Participation is voluntary. No
experience is hecessary.

Those interested in andi-
tioning must set up an
appointment by Monday, June
8 with Sharman Lamka at
(248) 563-2642 or sharman-
lamka@aol.com. On the day
of the audition, candidates will
be asked to share their story
of why they shop, dine, play
and stay in Canton. Auditions
will be held at the Canton
Administration Building,

‘Room E (1150 Canton Center

Road South, Canton MI
48188). An adult must accom-
pany children under 18.

When can [ laugh?

‘PCS-Global (Counseling &
Coaching Center) and New
Hope Center for Grief Support
will conduct a two-hour pre-
sentation 7-9 p. m. Monday,

L4
DEOBASBYAT

June 15, at the Northville
Senior Community Center at
303 Main Street.

This evening is free to the
public. it will encompass
stressful issues relating to grief
through death and suicide, but
also such topics as terminal
illnesses, personal injuries,
financial issues, divorce or
separation, work related issues
and retirement. PCS-Global
is a counseling and coaching
organization and New Hope is
a grief support organization.

Both are in Northville. The
speakers for the evening will be
Dr. John Mlinarcik PhD; LMSW
and president of PCS-Global,
Cathy Clough of Flymouth, the
Executive Director at New Hope,
each with over 24 years of expe-
rience and John O’Shaughnessy,
Director at New Hope and
author.

For more information or
to register call PCS-Global
at (734) 542-6969 or stop by
Northville’s Old Church Square
at 141 N. Center, Suite 202.

Grub crawl

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce, Charter Township
of Canton and the Downtown
Development Authority co-host
Canton’s eighth Annual Grub
Crawl Tuesday, July 21, 6-10
p-m. This event is open to the
public and participants must be
21 years of age or older.

The Grub Crawl is an oppor-

DAVID L. MALHALA

World War it U.3, Air Farce veteran Robert Smith, 83, of Canton, shows off medats bestowed upon him for his service,
after a recent photograph of World War || vets at Willow Run Airport sponsored by the Yankee Air Museum and
Visionalist Entertainment Productions. Over 500 vets showed up with family and friends to-an historic photograph of
the largest gathering of Worfd War i veterans in recent memory. In the background is a vintage B-17 aircraft.

tunity for area restaurants
to showcase their establish-
ment as well as promote
Canton’s diversity while hav-
ing fun. Participating res-

‘tanrants in this year's event

include: 4 Friends Restaurant,
Applebees, Antonio’s Cucina
Ttaliana, Bailey’s Pub & Grille,
bd’s Mongolian Grill, Buffale
Wild Wings, Carrabba’s

" Ttalian Grill, Chili’s, Crow’s

Nest, Max & Erma’s, Roses
Grill & Bar, Shark Club, Shish
Kabob Café, T.C. Gator’s .
Sports Page, and T.G.L -
Friday's.

“The Grub Crawlis an .
event for the community
and businesses. It’s really
important that we continue
1o have functions that include
our entire community, and
the Grub Crawl gives us this
opportunity,” said Dianne
Cojei, President of the Canton
Chamber of Commerce.
* According to Cojei, last year

" almost 600 people attended

this event. Tickets (t-shirt)
are $35 each and include
transportation to and from'
participating restaurants. T-
shirts are on sale now and can
be purchased at the Chamber
office. T-shirt sizes areona
first come first serve basis'so -
reserve yours early. If you are
interested in participating in
the Grub Crawl, please con-
tact the Canton Chamber of
Commerce at (734) 453-4040,
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Volunteers needed for
SHOPCanton campaign

Anyone who loves to shop, -
dine and play in Canton may
want to volunteer to try out
Wednesday, June 10, for the
SHOPCanton campaign.
Auditions are by appoint-
ment only and hosted by
the Canton Downtown
Development Authority.

Hopefuls who enjoy and
want to help promote Canton
and meet the following crite-
ria are encouraged to come
out and audition:

» Couples in their 50s who
enjoy golf

+ Families with children of
all ages

« Teenagers
~ + Young adults in their 208
and 30s

» Group of girlfriends

» Group of guys

» Couples of all ages

The auditions are open to
Canton residents and resi-
dents of neighboring cormmu-
nities that enjoy shopping
in Canton. Participation is
voluntary. No experience is
necessary.

On the day of the audi-
tion, eandidates will be asked
to share their story of why
they shop, dine, play and
stay in Canton. Auditions
will be held at the Canton
Administration Building,
Room E (1150 Canton Center
Road South). An adult must
accompany children under 18.

Those interested in audi-
tioning must set up an
appointment by Monday, June
8, with Sharman Lamka at Alex Arzaoyan 13, feeds the male swart that resides in a pond in the Meadow Villaqes subdmsmn Someone shot and Kiiled the swan's mate.
248/563-2642 or sharman-
lamka@aol.com.

. . ' ' @
Committee appointment ¢ ' ’
Canton resident Lawrence ‘ ‘
G. Almeda, a shareholder '
in the Ann Arbor office : . ‘

of Brinks Hofer Gilson &
Lione, has been appointed

by Gov. Jennifer Granholm BY DARRELL CLEM ‘t's amazing. We already knew a lot of the people, but we're ing $1,000 for tips thatlead =~ * Neighbors question why
- to the state’s OBSERVER STAFF WRITER . . . to an arrest and convictionof  anyone might have harmed

Asian Pacific qettmg to know the rest of the ﬂEll]flbOl'S now. Thﬂt is the 0|l|V anyone who may have killed aswan that merely brought
American The mysterious killingof 2 good thing that has happened because of this. the swan. nature’s beauty to their subdi-
Affairs female swan in an otherwise Robertson said tips maybe  vision pond area. :
Commission -  peaceful, scenic Canton subdi-  jegyeiyk ARIOOYAN, resident of Meadow Villages subdivision : directed to the humane soci- “They're df:fenseless,” :
for a term end- vision has brought neighbors ety’s animal cruelty division at  Arzooyan said. “They do noth- it
ing Nov. 30, closer together and prompted (313) 872-3401. ' ing but bring beauty and plea~
2012, $1,200 in rewards for infor- were getting to know therest  to ber neck and head. Early “It's aterrible thingthat ~  sure to people.”

- : The Asian - mation leading 1o the culprit.  of the neighbors now,” said speculation of a shooting had ~ happened,” she said. " Her daughter Alex, a

Almeda Pacific Neighbors have gotten 1o Jacquelyn Arzooyan, a resi- arisen, and one neighbor also Canton police also may be Stevenson Middle School stu-
American know each other better as they  dent of the Meadow Villages has said dogs had been seenin  contacted at {734) 354-5400. dent in the Wayne-Westland

Commission was created mourned the late May death of  subdivision at Geddes and the area. Arzooyan said the male district, is among those who dis-

‘1o develop a unified policy a swan who left behind a male  Beck roads. “That is the only Arzooyan already had swan has been teaching the tributed fliers to try to find out

and plan of action to serve companion now caring fortwo  good thing that has happened . announced a $200 reward for  two cygnets the appropri- -~ what happened to the swan. She

the needs of Asian Pacific baby cygnets on his own. Four  because of this.” infermation, and Michigan ate weeds to eat, She said the - has described herself as “numb”

Americans in Michigan; other eggs will not hatch now. Investigators aren’t exactly Humane Society spokes- babies have doubled in size over what happened, saying she

advise the governor, the leg- “It's amazing. We already sure how the swan was killed,  woman Jenny Robertson said  since hatching prior to the cried when she went to see the

islature and the office con- knew a lot of the people, but only that she had injuries the organization also is offer-  Memorial Day weekend. male swan and cygnets.

cerning the administration '

of state programs serving

Asian Pacific Americans; gu w5 g

and, to initiate and monitor
programs for the betterment
of Asian Pacific Americans
across the state
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Students supported stadents as New Morning School children legged more than the equivalent of six marathons.

New Morning runners log more than six marathons

The students at New
Morning School thrive in a
culture of cooperative learn-
ing. And on Thursday, they
had a chance to work together
10 reach a common geal:
Running a marathon.

The entire school - 81 stu-~ .
dents ranging from preschool
through grade eight - took
part in the all-school event.
The marathon required many
runners and many strides, but
the kids achieved their goal
step-by-step.

The concept was developed
by preschool teacher Molly
Kramer. Every student was
invited to be a part of a race
where the winner was the
school as a whole, Each class-
room group prepared with
age-appropriate training.

“If all of the students worked
collaboratively and completed
a total of 711aps around the

.37 mile track at Lake Pointe
Soccer Park, they cotild col-
lectively run the distance of
an entire marathon,” Kramer
explained.

More laps by more runners
meart less work for individu-
als and allowed the students
to reach their goal as a united
team. The race was modeled
after a real running event,
complete with race numbers,
water stations, and cheering
fans. Teachers marked off each
lap as it was completed.

The students at New
Morning School astounded
everyone. Not only did they
surpass their goal of 71 laps,
or 26.2 miles, but they col-
laboratively completed a total
of 441 laps around the soccer
park, for a grand total of 162
miles, the equivalent of 6.2 full
marathons.

Children were encouraged

by the cheering crowd, and
pround of their accomplish-
ments. Many finished their
first lap clamoring to do
more, Students contributed
anywhere from a single lap

to upwards of four miles.
Twenty-eight preschoolers
and eleven kindergarteners
single-handedly completed the
first 71 laps and then just kept
running, -

“This just goes to show what
it is possible to accomplish
when you work together,”
Kramer said. “This event
reflects exactly what New
Morning School is all about:
child-centered activities where
interests and abilities collide.
There were no imposed limits
and each child was able to
work to the best of hi¢ or her
ability.”

The all-school marathon will
become an annual event.

With Flagstar checking,
you’ll land $100
and a whole lot more.

It starts with a great offer and goes way beyond, to provide you
the banking experience that’s kept Flagstar customers so satished with
great rates and terms, the best rewards program anywhere, free nationwide
ATMs and unmatched personal service, 5o call us and learn howto ...

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The second phase of the
restructuring of the leader-
ship at the Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park was com-
pleted with the hiring of a trio
of associate principals.

It’s part of the district’s plan
to build a leadership structure
that includes a park principal
to oversee the entire park,
with associate principals and
agsistant principals in each
building.

Bill Zolkowski, principal
at Redford Thurston High
School, was hired last month
to be the park principal.

Last week, the board
approved the hiring of three
associate principals, includ-
ing internal candidates
Pat Fitzpatrick and Erin
MacGregor. The third hire,
Carrie Lawler, spent seven
years as an assistant princi-
pal at Dakota High School in
Clinton Township.

Building assignments for the

three haven't yet been deter-
mined. The associate princi-

pals will now join Zolkowski in

choosing assistant principals
for the three high schools.

Fitzpatrick had been serv-
ing as interim principal at
Salem High School before
leaving due to heart problems
earlier this year. MacGregor
is an assistant principal at
the Park and also serves as
department supervisor for
social studies and world lan-
guages.

Fitzpatrick, who won't be
back in school this year but is
expected back in the fall, was
one of six internal candidates
among the 73 responses the
district got to its posting.

“Fitz has been at the park
since 1970, and he’s done just
about everything you can do at
the park,” said Ray Bihun, the
district’s executive director of
hurnan resources.

MacGregor is also the park’s
testing coordinator for the
Michigan Merit Exam. He

B.J. ERRIGHT

Carrie Lawler (left) and Erin MacGregor were hired Tuesday, along with Pat
Fitzpatrick, to be associate principals at Piymiouth-Canton Educational Park.

taught social studies for five
vears, including a stint as the
social studies representative to
the Curriculum Coordinating
Comrmittee.

“I am genuinely excited to
take on this opportunity,”
MacGregor said. “It’s a great
group of people to be working
with.”

Lawler was assistant princi-

pal at Dakota from 2001-2008.

She oversaw the curriculum
and planning in four depart-
mental areas, implemented a
successful freshman orienta-
tion pregram and handied
discipline and attendance for
more than 700 students.

Lawler was part of North
Central accreditation visita-

 tion teams, evaluating plans,

goals and actions for school
improvement at Marine City
Middle School and Garden
City High School.

“She brings a unique per-
spective,” Bihun said. :

Lawler has a bachelor’s
degree in communications
and a master’s degree in cur~
riculum and teaching from -
Michigan State University.

“I'm very excited to be here,”
Lawler said. “Everyone I've
met has been top-notch.”

bhadrich@rometownfife.com | (313) 222-8899
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i i The 2009 Comcast “Leaders and ate of Catholic Central High School.

Work starts on MOﬂtESSOrl eXpansion Achievers” Scholarship Program, one of the Charlotte Praly is a junior majoring

A trailer and bulldozer are on site, Comecast Foundation’s signature commu- in music and art. She is the daughter of
and the basement is being dug. Families nity investment programs, honors students ~ David Daly of Plymouth and Annemarie
seeking high-quality Montessori educa- who have demonstrated leadership skills, Linares of Plymouth and a graduate of
tion for infants through fifth-gradersare  academic achievement and a commit- Plymouth Christian Academy.
seeing steady progress on Schoolhouse ment to community service. The Comcast Jessica Eimers is a senior majoring in
Montessori Academy’s new campus on Foundation was founded in 1999 to provide  English education and minoring in psy-
Haggerty just north of Palmer. charitable support to its local communities  chology. She is the daughter of Michael

The 18,000 square-foot school is almost  and to empower and enrich lives, and Mary Beth Eimers of Canton and
double the current space on North Canton A resident of Canton, Gopal plans to a graduate of Plymouth-Canton High
Center Road and will welcome 100 more  attend Indiana University Bloomington School.
students — 288 total — while adding and is among 122 young people from Sara Fifield is a senior majoring in
fourth and fifth grades. ‘ across the state to be honored this year history and minoring in management-

“Parents are excited about the new by the Comcast Leaders and Achievers Gerstacker Track. She is the daughter of
facility because of its strong school atmo-  Scholarship Program. Debra Fifield of Plymouth and a graduate

sphere — a hallway leading to cach warm-
1y designed classroom, a multipurpose

of Plymouth-Salem High School.
Hannah Mills is a sophomore at Albion

Albion College

room, a bigger playground,” Academy Several local students have been named  College. She is the daughter of Jim and P
Director Lisa Rippon said. “Were invest-  to the Albion College dean’s list for the Susan Mills of Plymouth and a graduate nne of the best
ing in Canton because parents here seek spring 2009 semester. of Plymouth-Canton High School. 4 )
excellence for their children, and demand Students named to the Dean’s List must Ashley Van Esley graduated from Paula Manni of Canton (center), a student at Plymouth Christian Academy,
for our school grows every year. achieve a grade point average of 3.5 or Albion College this month, receiving poses with WXYZ morning anchor Alicia Smith and reporter Dave LewAllen.
Schoolhouse Montessori Academy above at the completion of the semester. a degree in majoring in art. She is the Manni was chosen one ofthe station's ‘Best and Brightest' students and was
Canton South will be located off I-275, This GPA must be based on at least three  daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Van honored at the recent ‘Best and Brightest’ event at the station‘s studio,
providing easy highway access for work- units in graded courses and a minimum Esley of Plymouth and a graduate of :
ing parents, Ahwal said. of four units completed. ‘ Plymouth-Canton High School. -
Construction will be complete next Matthew Baciak graduated from . :
spring, in time for Summer.li)iscovery Albion College this Iionth, receiving a Asman.d UnIVETSIty
School. Parents may visit www.school- degree in majoring in philosophy and Emily Hoernschemey of Plymouth was
housemontessori.com. Applications are ~  political science, with a concentrationin © among the students who made the Dean's
being accepted for fall enrollment. the Gerald R. Ford Institute for Public List for the Spring 2009 Semester at
Comcast honor Policy and Service and Law, Justice and Ashland University.
Society. He is the son of Jan and Ilona To be eligible for this honor a student must
The Comcast Foundation has recog- Baciak of Canton and a graduate of be enrelled full time and achieve at Jeast a
nized the cutstanding community service  Plymonth-Canton High School. 3.5 grade point average on a 4.0 scale,
and academic achievéments of senior Michael Brennan is a junior majoring Ashland University is a private, compre-
Achala Gopal of Canton High School in in biclogy. He is the son of Lawrence and - hensive institution located in north central

Canton with a $1,000 college scholarship.  Linda Brennan of Plymouth and a gradu-  Ohio between Cleveland and Columbus.
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Fox 2 stars give laid-off worker a boost

“T don’t know how this contest
finds the nicest and finest people
in the metro area, or how the ‘stars’
never let us down,” said Marcy
Brontman of Buddy’s Pizza.

Brontman was referring to
Dining with the Stars sponsored
by Buddy's Pizza and the Observer
& Eocentric Newspapers and last
month’s lunch with Fox 2’s week-
end co-anchors, Deena Centofanti
and Jay Towers.

- The winner of the May contest
was George LaBrosse of Westland.
His wife, Linda, joined him at the
luncheon along with his sister-in-
law, Lynn Castrodale from Livonia,
who submitted the winning entry
for George.

“George watches Deena and Jay
all the time, he’s a big fan! He was
recently laid off frem his job. I
would really like to see George and
his wife, Linda, win. It would boost
his spirits and Would besucha
huge surprlse " Lynn wrote.

A surprise it was and Deena and
Jay made them feel right at home

at Buddy’s, Brontman said.
The trio arrived in style by

- CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

To all residents and other interested parties: Agenda’s and Minutes
for the Township of Plymouth Board of Trustee Meetings scheduled
for January 20, February 17, March 10 & 24, April 21, May 12 & 26
and June 9 & 23 are available for review under the Reference Desk
Page of the Township Website: www,plymouthtwp.org.

Minutes and agenda’s.are also posted in the Clerk’s Office at
Plymouth Township Hall, 9966 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth, for
public perusal.

Joe Bridgman, CMC
Clerk, Charter Township of Plymouth

Publish: January 22, February 15, March 8, April 18, May 19, and June 7, 2009
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BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Fox 2 Detroit's Deena Centofanti and Jay Towers join Linda and George LaBrosse for lunch
at Buddy's. The Westland coupie was nominated by Lynn Casirodale, standing, at right,

white stretch limo, éourtesy of All
Class Limo. They made a great

entrance and walked the red car-
pet. Awaiting Linda LaBrosse was

Christine from The Beauty Salon in

Birmingham for a makeup make-
over.

“Bill Bresler from the Observer
&3 Eccentric Newspapers was there
to shoot pictures, which made
them feel really special,” Brontman
added. :

The stars and winners enjoyed a
Buddy’s feast of pizzas, salads and
burgers. They also sampled Buddy’s
new gluten-free pizza.

The Fred Astaire Dance Studio
of Bloomfield Hills turned up
the heat with some salsa danc-
ing. Dancers Vadim Boldirev and
Anastasiya McCurry rumbaed with
George and Lynn.

Reaver Diamond Co. of
Southfield presented a $100 gift
certificate and Buddy’s joined with
a few gift certificates as-well.

“The place was rockin’ and we at
Buddy’s were impressed with our
Fox stars and their devoted fans,”
Brontman said.

Buddy’s presented checks
totaling $500 to Deena {Special
Olympics) and Jay (Ronald
McDonald House) for their charb
ties

In addition to her weekend role,
Centofanti is also the Fox 2 Health
Works editor, She joined WIBK-TV
in April 1997. .

Centofanti balances a busy life
asa journalist and mother. She
and husband, Keith, are parents
to three children: son Casey, born
in 1999, daughter Ellie, born in
2002; and daughter Sophle born -
in 2008.

Towers joined the Fox 2 weekend
family as a features reporter. He
was named co-anchor earlier this
vear. “I Jove my time with my TV
family Deena and Justin (Ryan,
meteorologist),” said Towers, who
spends his free time at the movies
and with his daughter, 6

When not working weekends at
Fox 2, Towers hosts mornings at
97.1 The Ticket on the Jay & Bill
show,

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Plymouth Ijistrict Library Board will hold its reguiar
meeting June 16, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. at the Friends Room on the
main level of the L1brary at 223 8. Main Street, Plymouth, MI
48170

The Plymouth District Library will provide necessary
reasonable auxiliary dids and services, such as signers for the
hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being
considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the
meeting/hearing upon seven (7) days notice to the Plymouth
District Library. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary
aids or services should contact the Plymouth District Library by.
writing or calling the following:

Barbara Kraft, Library Secretary
Plymouth District Library <
223 8. Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170
734.453.0750
Xa17

Publish: Juns 7, 2008 ©E08E41297_253

Masons. Live better.

What are Masons?

‘The Masons are a non profit voluntary association of men

Laws are changmg for Roth IRAs - do your homework

@: Dear Rick: i'm in my earty 70s

"and | know this year I do not

have to take an IRA distribution,
Hewever, if | decided to do a Roth
IRA conversion, | would have to
pay the taxes on that monay this
year, | was toid that next year
Roth iRA conversion rules are
changing.

. A: Next year you will be able
to convert money from your
traditional IR A into a Roth
IRA. However, unless Congress
and the president decide to
waive mandatory distributions
for 2010, you would not be
able to convert your required
minimum distribution. You
can, however, convert anything
above and beyond. Required
minimum distributions are not
eligible to be converted into
Roth IR As. However, in 2009,
the required minimum distri-
butions have been waived, thus
allowing many seniors to take
advantage of Roth conversions.

There is some confusion as
to what is happening to the
tax laws next year with regard
to Roth conversions. In order
10 convert money from a {ra-
ditiocnal IRA into a Roth, the
rules have been that your mod-

IC LODGE #11

ified adjusted
gross income,
whether you
are single or
married, had
to be less than
$100,000.
Modified

Money Matters adjusted gross
income is basi-

; cally your gross

Q&ﬁi&%ﬂmm income with
some minor

adjustments. It is the less than
$100,000 gualification that
is disappearing in 2010. What
that means is in 2010, anyone
will be able to take advantage
of a Roth conversion.

This year when you convert,
money into a Roth IRA, you
must pay the taxes on that con-
version in the same year. This
rule is changing next year. In
2010, you can pay your taxes on
your 2011 and 2012 tax return.
By spreading the money out, it
could prevent you from being
thrown into a higher bracket.

In reviewing Roth conver~
sions, the first issue is why
would anyone want to convert?
‘What ave the advantages? The
main advantage is the money

ﬁnanc1a1 success?

Do you...

look for more in life than just

...believe that 2 man has a
responsibility to act with honor in
everything he does?

...believe in God and allowing others
to believe in “their” Goc_l?

would now grow tax-free vs,
tax-deferred.

In a Roth IRA, all your con-~
tributions and all the income
can be withdrawn tax-free.
When you withdraw money
from a traditional IRA, you
are taxed on the total with-

. drawal at your ordinary tax

bracket. Therefore, the main
advantage of converting is to

be able to allow money to grow .

tax-free vs. tax-deferred.
Another advantage of 2 Roth
is it is not subject to required .
minimum distributions. When
someone turns 7044, with the
exception of this year, he/she
is required to take mandatory
distributions from a tradi-
tional IR As. Money in a Roth
IR A is not subject to manda-
tory distributions. If you do
not cash out your Roth IRA
and it goes to your beneficiary
upon death, they also have
no income tax consequences.
If someone inherits your tra-

-ditional IRA, they must pay

taxes at their ordinary income
tax bracket when money is
withdrawn.

I believe that Roth IR As are
sxcellent investment tools. If

To The Co

you are working, there are two
ways to get money into a Roth
IRA. The first is to followa -
Roth conversion, the second is
to make a Roth IRA contribu-
tion. This year, the maximum.
contribution is $5,000 or
$6,000 if you are 50 or older.
To make a centribution, if

you are single, your modified
adjusted gross income must be
less than $120,000 and if you
are married, your modified
adjusted gross income must be
less than $176,000. If you are

" single and make cver $105,000

or are married and make over
$166,000, you are still eligible
to make a Roth IRA ¢ontribu-
tion, however, the contribution
amount begins to phase out at
these income levels, .
One last note, if you decide to
convert money into a Roth IRA,
do not wait until the end of the
vear. The transaction must be

. completed before Dec. 31.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer &Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.

C elebratmg 150 Yearc Of Service

..believe you have a responsibility to
leave the world a better place than
you found it?

who believe in a system of moral conduct as a-way of life. It is
a fraternal society which is religious in its character, yet does
not care what your individual faith is. Masons pursue .
excellence and seek to make good men better teaching
morality. Masons fulfill this mission thrOugh charitable
philanthropic duties to the people and ‘communities they
reside if. Masonry is not a forum for discussion of religion,
politics or partisan affairs, seeks no advantages for its
members and is not a secret society concealing its purpose.

...believe it is better to give than
receive and show a willingness to
help your neighbors?

...strive to be 2 good citizen and feel
a moral duty to be true to the nation

Some of the Local and Statewide projects we live in?
we sponsor are: ...believe men should show

¢ Michigan Child ID/Program compassion and goodness of heart

» Beacon Reading Project Volunteer Readers g‘éa;c{)fmyvﬁfgfs and strive to i

» Scholarships/Student Assistance ' ;
| * Pathways Senior Living Facility & Youth groups If you answered yes-you -
‘ Our Rainbow for Girls and DeMolay for Boys youth groups should consider becommg a

provide guidance and instill knowledge, inspire community Mason!

involvement and encourage self improvement in today’s youth.

Contact us today to be a part of our great mission...734.721. 79 50
37137 Palmer Rd. (Just East of Newburgh) Westland

0250988030

Visit www.waynelodge112.org for more information
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Experiment with something new at Mad Science

Scientific experiments that
turn youthful curiosity into
exuberance are the focus of
a new Livonia company that
brings science to life in class-
rooms, youth group meetings
and birthday parties.

Mad Science of Detroit
opened in Livonia earlier this
year, giving the Detroit area
its second franchise and the
Canadian-based company
some 160 franchises in 19
countries.

Mad Science trains adult
technicians in safe and inter-
esting lessons that involve
rocket launching, chemical
reactions, laser-light shows,
periscope building and hov-
ercraft rides. The company
provides a series of 30- to
60-minute programs designed
to fit various age groups from
ages 3-12.

“The oohs and aahs are
fun to hear and watch,” said
Rosalind Peck, president of
the Livonia Mad Science fran-
chise, which focuses on the
Wayne County market.

“1 watched my daughter
teach a Mad Science program
when she was in college and
now she’s a high schoot sci-
ence teacher,” Peck added. “It's
fabulous for kids and many
teachers and parents get into
the programs as much as the
children.”

Peck is starting to penetrate
the local market by provid-
ing after-school programs tor
Livonia Community Education
and the Van Buren school sys-
tem. She has many community
partnership summer camps
scheduled throughout Wayne
County, as well as her own
Mad Science camps ai pro-
grams to begin in the fall.

“Our tocus now is to get the
word out about our programs,”
Peck said. “We are trying to
reach schools, youth groups,
families wanting quality
birthday party entertainment,
Scout groups and even compa-
nies. This is a great program
for a company that coordi-
nates a bring-your-child-to-
work day or a sumumier party
that includes children.”

Mad Science was founded
by a duo of teenage brothers
in Montreal who impressed
their friends and neighbors
with their laser-light shows in
the late 1980s. A local YMCA
hired Ariel and Ron Shlien
to conduct these laser-light
shows and other scientific
programs that grabbed the

aedeye, RSt Kiosk & Tickets Orine
s 734.844-3456
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SHOWTIMES &/5 - 611 % No passes
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Mad Scientists Rosafind Peck (right), owner of the business, and Dr. Stacy Gates, Ph.D., teach and entertain adults and children.

Pop goes the cork. Dr. Stacy Gates uses pressure from carbon dioxide to

blow the cork from the beaker.
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- Ink & Toner Refills - Printer Repair Service
- Cartridge Remanufacturing

Return your empty cartridge and receive §1 off!

““““““ 1

Buy 1

get 2nd

50% off

*2nd cartridge |

[must be equal or | 44427.A W, Ann Arbor Road
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Must present I
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O EMSGE0459

Plymouth, MI 48170
{SW corner of Ann Arbor Rd & Sheldon)

734-451-1085

www.inkandtonerus.com

21

Check us out on the Web every day

at hometownlife.com

LIKE HUMBERS?
there are a pile
of them in

oy SIS

Faith & Hope Family Outreach Center

GIVE-A-WAY
June 13, 2009 « 10am-2pm

Located in the Canton Calvary Assernbly of God Church
7933 Sheldon Road » Canton

This give away is for financially distressed
famlies (with proof such as Bridge card,
last 2 stubs, medicaid card,

attention of thousands of
Montreal children within a
few years.

By 1990, the Shlien broth-
ers turned their curiosity into
a company. Within six years,
they opened 28 Mad Science
franchises across North -
America. Mad Science has
grown into a worldwide com-
pany and expanded its pro-

Join

grams to include publishing
books and tobaccoe awareness
and sun safety programs.

Peck said children are
hooked on these programs
once they experience them.

“I love sitting on the floor
with them as I lead these
experiments, because the kids
are quiet, amazed and focused
onwhat I am doing,” she said.

It's science and showmanship. Dr.,
Stacy Gates demonstrates flash
paper. '

*That is the best part of what
we do.” o

Livonia Chamber of
Commerce President Dan
West said this is a company
that provides a unique service
and is situated in a perfect
location.

“There are some 20,000
elementary and secondary stu-
dents who live in Livonia, and
they are involved in a number
of clubs, groups and recre-
ational programs outside of
school,” West said. “I imagine
there will be a lot of opportu-
nities for children in and out
of Livonia to take advantage
of Mad Science’s interesting
programs.”

Along with Peck at Mad
Science of Detroit is Dr. Stacy
Gates, a recent University of
Toledo graduate who earned
a Ph.D. in chemistry. Both
Peck and Gates are available
to answer questions about the
company’s various programs.
Parties can be held just about

" anywhere, and if a child is

interested in checking out a
Mad Science program parents
can call the office or go online
to get more information or to
enroll in an upcoming pro-
gram,

For more information, call
Peck or Gates at (734) 266-
9444, or e-mail the Stark
Road office at madsciencede-
troit@um.att.com. The Web
site is www.madscience.org/
detroit.

Club Metr

Get $10 in Reward Play”

We'll match food and hotel offers
from Windsor’s casino

unemployment check stub, etc.).

Families are guaranteed a minimum
value of well over $100 in merchandise.
Example of items available:

* Dishes = Bedding « Towels

* Small kitchen appliances

* Various household items
There is a small administration fee of $10

per household (only if you receive items).

For mere information, please contact us at
the number or email below.

otorCityCasino.com
866.5TAY.MCC
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$t. Vincent de Paul thrift store offer bargains in hard times

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Shoppers feeling the eco-
nomic pinch can find what
Michael Saine considers a
treasure trove inside the
Society of St, Vincent de Paul
thrift store he manages in
Westland.

Consumers can find brand-
name clothing, Noritake
crystal, televisions, Haviland
Limoges china, books, furni-
ture, cappuccino machines,
sports cards, games, wedding
dresses, vinyl records and a
Cinderella music box among
the thousands of items neatly
arranged inside the store,
located in a shopping center on
the northwest corner of Wayne
and Hunter roads.

More important in a tough
economy, shoppers pay a frac-
tion of what it would cost them
to buy the iterns new, and
it’s all for a good cause. The
Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
with 10 stores in southeast
Michigan alone, spends 92
cents for every dollar it earns
to provide food, clothing, shel-
ter, youth camps and other
services to people in need.

Under the umbrella of the
Archdiocesan Council of
Detroit, the local organization
receives its merchandise from
donors and then sells it to
bargain-hunters who need to
stretch a dollar, especially as
Michigan battles a 12 percent
unemployment rate.

“It’s a perfect redistribution.
of wealth without government
intervention,” Saine said.

He manages the store with
six employees, including
assistant managers Sharonda
Smiley and Barbara Flood,
and volunteers like 22-year-
old Westland mom Christina
Peterson, who stops in two or
three days a week to hang up
clothes, put price tags on mer-
chandise and help reorganize
displays.

“I also shop here for my kids’
clothing and toys,” she said.
“You can’t beat the prices.”

A worldwide organization,
the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul was started 175 years
ago and has operated in the
Detroit area for 121 years. In
this region alone, it helps some
100,000 people a year.

Saine also proudiy described
the charity as environmen-
tally friendly, saying the stores
“recycle” merchandise every
week that might otherwise
end up in landfills. Moreover,
it only accepts appliances and
other items that work and
don't need repairs because,
Saine said, it wouldn’t be fair
to setl broken goods that “eco-
nomically challenged” patrons
would have to spend money
to fix.

Shoppers can find a nearly
new couch for $100, a brand-
name T-shirt as low as $1,
Haviland Limoges china for
$1.99 a piece and wedding
gowns for well under $100
— a price that “doesn’t take a
bite out of Dad's pocket” as he
helps his daughter prepare for

" Catholic Church. She helped

store has a special Easter
display, and it has a vear-
round section dedicated to
Christmas.

“We love Christmas,” said
Saine, who lives in Toledo,
Ohio, with wife Karen and
their six danghters.

Peaple who want to donate
to the organization can take
items like clothing directly to
the stores or arrange to have
bigger merchandise, such as
furniture, picked up by calling
the Society’s toll free num-

her big day.

“We're not out to pick any-
body’s pocket,” Saine said.

Just recently, 13-year-old
Victoria White, a student at
Livonia’s Emerson Middle
School, stopped in the
Westland store for a service
project through St. Theodore

hang up clothes and organize
jewelry displays.

“It’s part of my confirmation
credits,” she said.

Right now, the Westland
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ber at (877) 788-4623. The
Westland store can be reached
at (734 729-3088. Much more
information, including how to
make a monetary donation, is
available online at www.svdp-
det.org.

For those who merely want a
good deal, the store hours are
9 a.m. to 8 pan. daily except
for Sundays when it’s noon to 5
p-m. As Saine put it, “it’s trea-
sure hunting every day.”
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Victoria White, a 13-year-old Westland resident and Livonia Emerson Middle .
School student, works at the Society of St. Vincent de Paul thrift store as part
of a service project through her youth group at St. Theodore Catholic Church.
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