i
!
2
!

Chiefs visit home 20 &

%?

THURSDAY
May 28

- 2009

The Observer & Eccentric

Yolume 34
Number 96

75 CENTS

online at hometownlife.com

Win Tickets online

hometownlife.com

CONNECTION
Agape gift

Despite the bad news that their
school will be closing at the end of
the school year, students at Agape
Christian Academy continued to
do their best and help the com-
munity. Earlier this month, Agape
students participated in a walk-
a-thon and raised $1,600 for the
Canton Goodfellows.

The event took place at
Heritage Park, and students (and
faculty) walked five miles.

“We walked to raise money par-
tially to help with expenses at the
school, but also to give back to our
community,” said Kristin Organ,
an Agape parent who helped with
the event.

“We are just thrilled the stu-
dents were able to help us. In
these tough economic times,
any help is appreciated,” Canton
Goodfellows President Nancy
Spencer said.

Local initiative

Organizers of the Plymouth
Canton Community Initiative are
inviting all Flymouth and Canton
residénts, government employees,
community activists and school
partners to attend a meeting at 7
p.m. this evening at the Canton
Administration Building.

The group is close to forming a
strategic planning teamn and mak-
ing recommendations to the com-
munity, and it wants your voice to
be heard.

This is an effort supported by
the Michigan Roundtable for
Diversity and Inclusion, The Ford
Foundation and many commu-
nity and corporate partners in the
Plymouth and Canton community.

Celebrating wine

Vintners’ Canton Winery own-
ers Kathy and Darryl Nowacki
earned a total of seven medals in
the 2009 WineMaker Magazine
Competition, which is the largest
competition of its kind in the world.

They earned medals for their tra-
ditional reds Cabernet Merlot 2007,
Montepulciano 2008, Cabernet
Shiraz 2007 and Cabernet
Sauvignon 2007. In the fruit wine
category, their Wildberry Shiraz
2008 also took a medal. Special
satisfaction to the Nowackis is the
Gold Medal for their cherry choco-
late ice-styled wine, Bello Bocio, a
recipe that was developed by the
Nowackis. Diamanti 2008, their
white ice wine also was awarded a
Gold Medal by WinelMaker.

Vintners' is celebrating its fifth
anniversary May 30 with a dinner
held at the winery, which is located
at 8515 N. Liiley Road (south of
Joy). Guests will be able to sample
some of the medal winners, Cost of
the dinner is $40, and will include
Gold Medal-winning wines with
each course. For reservations or
more information, call (734) 354-
9463 or visit its Web site at www.
vintnerscanter.com.

Rise of the charter schools

Two new academies opening in Canton this fall

8Y TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton Township will soon be
home to three charter schools.
National Heritage Academies will
open its second charter school in
Canton - Achieve Charter Academy
- in time for the 2009-2010 school
year, and the waiting list is a long one.
“We held our lottery in March
for 561 students,” said Claudia
Williamson, principal at Achieve.

WHAT B0 YOU THINK?

Do you support charter sch_ools in _
Canton? Send your opinions via e-mail
to Editor Kurt Kuban at kkuban@home-

+ townlife.com, or post a comment on our

Web site at www.hometownlife.com.

“We have 876 on the waiting list try-
ing to getin.”

Williamson was the founding prin-
cipal at Canton Charter Academy,

located at Ford and Ridge roads,
when it opened in September 2000.
The waiting list has continually been
s0 long school officials attempted
to expand cn the same property.
The plan wasn't approved by town-
ship officials, so National Heritage
Academies decided to open a second
school at Denton and Geddes roads.
“We've had more than a thousand
children on the waiting list at Canton
Charter Academy for several years,”
said Williamson. “The bulk of them

are from the Plymouth-Canton school
district. The next biggest grouping is
from Van Buren Schools.”

. The NHA model is to open with
grades kindergarten through fifth, and
then add a grade each year until the
school becomes K-8. Williamson said
because of the demand, Achieve ~ which
is chartered by Grand Valley State
University - will open as a K-6 schaol.

“The building is erect and the

Please see CHARTER, A3
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Remembering 3
son and a hero

Jan and Terry Blumberg of
Canton, parents of fallen saldier
Trevor Blumberg, place flowers
at the Canton Veterans Memorial
during a Memorial Day ceremony
‘on Monday. Trevor Blumberg,

ot 'Blum'’ as his friends in the
military called him, was killed

in {rag in 2003, He is one of

two Canton soidiers to be killed
in action during the current

war in Iraq. For more photos of
Monday's ceremony, piease see

BILi BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER  Page AB.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Open Door Ministry Director
Steve Darr said he’s a bit more
encouraged about the future of the
organization’s food bank after a
Monday afternoon meeting with -
township officials concerning steps
to obtain a certificate of occupancy
to remain in an old cardboard fac-
tory to store and distribute food to
more than 300 families a weck.

Darr became concerned whether
the food bank — which is on pace to
give out 1.2 million pounds of food this
year — could continue operating in
Canton when a fire inspector showed

up a few weeks ago and discussed with
Darr possible code violations, which
could turn into costly repairs for Open
Door Ministry and threaten the future
of the food bank, which mainly serves
families in Canton and Westland.

Darr said he's optimistic after meet-
ing with a Canton fire marshal and
two building department officials.

“They didn't come out and say they
wanted to close us down, but that
they wanted to work with us,” Darr
said. “We need local government to
work alongside us to make the build-
ing safe, feed people and help them
find jobs, and they alt agreed.

“That is the philosophical part of
it,” he added. “The practical part is

they didn't paint an easy picture of
the steps we need to take. The process
1 see before me now is no easier than
a week ago. But the proof will be if
they can actually help us or not.”

Canton Township Supervisor Phil
LaJoy said the township plans to put
together a list of building issues and
see how the township can help facili-
tate in fixing them.,

“We are not closing the food bank,”
LaJoy said. “We understand how
important it is to keep food available
for people who are hurting. We're not
going to jeopardize that for people
who are in a very difficult time.

“But you just can’t close your eyes
to the problem,” he added. “Our goal

s Canton Cup a success on and off the field |
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(é);é;very Czalé. ing Canton establishments and  on hand for soccer weekend.”
887-2737 spending hard-earned cash. A Hampton Hotel manager,

Ann Blackburn, one of the
managers at the Big Boy res-
taurant on Ford Road, has been
around the past three Canton able.”
Cup tournaments. :

“We call it hell week here
because it’s so busy,” Blackburn
said. “We're tired by the end,
but it’s good because so many Services.
people come in. We always
make sure we have extra staff

ter every year.”

who asked that her name not be
used, said, “We had an increase
in business. It was very notice-

The Canton Cup tournament
is sponsored by a collaboration
between the Canton Soccer
Club and Canton Leisure

exciting,

he added.

“The Canton Soccer Chab
hosts the tournament and we

have the facilities and help with
logistical support,” said Abe
Vinitski, Canton parks super-
visor. “I've had a part in seven
Memorial Day cups and this
has been the best yet. The plan-
ning and organization gets bet-

Many soccer families agreed
with Vinitski’s assessment.

“Outstanding, it's the best,”
said John Feys of Canton,
whose 12-year-old son Jack’s
team finished with two losses
and a tie. “There’s a lot of dif-
ferent competition that you
haven’t seen or played, so it’s

“The tournament is more
organized, the parking is orga-
nized and the setups for the
food made everybody satisfied,”

tbruscato@hometowntife:com | (313) 222-2637

Food bank hoping community can come to rescue

is compliance, to try and see if we
can core up with a way to get a cer-
tificate of occupancy, There may be
obstacles there, but we think we can
work through those.” :

Darr said the owner of the build-
ing has agreed to pay for an inspec-
tion of the fire sprinkler system, and
is hopeful volunteers will step up to
help with repairs to the building.

“Several people have already
expressed a willingness to help,”
Darr said. “We're hoping to get
architects to volanteer their time.
We would like to get the whole com-
munity involved.”

thruscato®hometowniife.com | (313) 222-2637
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Summit Senior Players

The Summit Senior Players,
along with Canton Leisure
Services, will perform “You
Could Die Laughing” — a
murder mystery and comedy
by Billy St. John — Friday,
June 5 and Saturday, June
6 at 7 p.m. and at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, June 7 at the Village .
Theater at Cherry Hill,-
located at 50400 Cherry Hill
Road. Tickets are $10 for
adults and $8 for seniors, stu-
dents and groups. Tickets are
available at the Summit-on
the Park Front Desk, online
at www.canton-mi.org/villag-
etheater or you can charge by
phone at (734) 394-5460.

The Summit Senior Players
got their start in 1999 when
they took the stage at The
Summit on the Park. In 2005
they took their show on the
road as they relocated to the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill.
This lively group is comprised
fun-loving and theater-lov-
ing senior adults who enjoy
the whole process of bringing
theater to life. They do it all
including acting, costumes,
set design, lighting, sound and
much more. :

If you are interested in join-
ing the Summit Senior Players
on their next adventure, then
contact Debbie Lannen at
(24:8) 739-0987 or e-mail
Spotlight Still Got It Players
at stillgotitplayers@spotlight-
playersmi.org. Or, you can get
more information on how to
become a part of this wonder-
ful group by contacting the
Canton Senior Adult Program
at (734) 394-5485.

College night

Need information about
local options for college?
The Canton Public Library is
hosting a College Night Open
House on June 1, from 7-8:30
p-m. Come by and get infor-
mation from 16 local colleges,
including community colleges
and schools with online and
alternative education pro-
grams. Learn about financial
aid, admissions, degree pro-
grams and transfer credits.
It’s not too late to make plans
for the fall semester.

Colleges scheduled to
attend are Davenport Online
Learning, University of
Phoenix-Michigan, Central
Michigan University
Extended, Eastern Michigan
University, Wayne State

?‘éfxzi f'uz'i, by

University, Henry Ford
Community College,
Schoolcraft College, Madonna
University, Lawrence
Technological University,
University of Michigan-
Dearborn, Walsh College

Jroy, Concordia University,

‘Washtenaw Community
College, ITT Technical
Institute, Art Institute
of Michigan and Kaplan
Institute.

No registration is necessary.
Call (734) 397-0999 for more
information. The Canton
Public Library is located at
1200 8. Canton Center Road.

River Day/Rouge Rescue

" Canton’s River Day will be
held Saturday, June 8, from
8 a.m.-2 p.m. along a portion
of the Lower Rouge River
located at Michigan Avenue
and*Morton Taylor Road. The

~ event will take place rain or

shine and volunteers of all
ages including residents, stu-
dents, and scout troops are
encouraged to participate.
River Day is a great oppor-
tunity to help preserve the
quality of Canton’s creeks
and streams and participants
will be able to choose from
a number of different activi-
ties including guided nature
walks, river cleaning efforts,
birdhouse building, and more.
This year in an effort to
broaden Canton’s river clean-
ing efforts, the following
nine subdivisions have been
added as additional host sites;
Pilgrim Hills, Forest Trails,
Cherry Hill Orchards, Vintage
Valley, Deer Creek, Century
Farms, Rivers Edge, Fellows
Creek Estates and Sunflower,
On June 6, volunteers have
the option of reporting to the
main host site at Michigan
Avenue and Morton Taylor
Road, or volunteering at the
additional sites to help with
log jam removal, debris clean-
up, and plantings. For more
information on the additional

sites or a map of their location -

please call Canton’s Public
Works Division at 394-5150.

Volunteers should come
dressed for the weather, and
jeans and boots should be
worn. Registration will begin
promptly at 8 a.m. at each
site. Volunteers will be pro-
vided with breakfast, water
and a small lunch.

For more information on
River Day or to pre-register
for the event call 394-5150.

rewarding 4
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Solarship winners

Piymouth Christian Academy graduating seniors Megan Greve of Canton and
Spencer Wiard of Livonia were each awarded $500 scholarships for their
successes in Christian leadership and academic and athletic achievements.
They were honored May 21 during the school's annual Honors Chape for the
graduating class of 2009, During this event, PCA's Athletic Booster Board

in parinership with Holly Kornachuck of Farmers insurance awarded the

first ever Athletic/Academic Booster Board Scholarships to the two seniors.
Pictured are (from left) PCA Booster Board Prestdent Bekki Nifl, Wiard, Greve

and Kornachuk.

Camp Canton

The award-winning Camp
Canton, part of Canton
Leisure Services, will open
its doors again this summer
starting on June 22 and run
until Aug. 28. The program is
open to children between the
ages of 6-10,

Camp Canton is a week~
long day camp (Monday
through Friday, 7 a.m.-6
p.m.) that is licensed by the
State of Michigan. Located
in the dance studios at the
Summit on the Park, this
camp will keep kids busy with
sports, crafts, swimming,
theme days, guest speak-
ers and “off-site” field trips

- every Wednesday. Scheduled

field trips include a Toledo
Mudhens baséeball game,
the Trout Farm, two differ-
ent water parks, Kensington
Metro Park, the Toledo Zoo,
a Detroit Shock Basketball
game and many more. Spots
are still available. .
There is a cost of $175 per
week for Canton residents
and for non-residents the cost
is $228; with a discount for
week two since there will be
no camp July 3, dueto the
holiday. No daily registra-
tion is allowed, but payment
plans are available. The staff
of Camp Canton is trained in
CPR/first aid with a staff to

camper ration of 1:6. In 2008,

This Grand Opaning has something for evaryons, Welcome 1o our newsst
fulkservice Huntington banking office in the Canton ares. We're proud 1o be a
part of the neighborhood and look forward to serving you.

the Michigan Recreation and
Parks Association named
Camp Canton “Best Gréen
Program” in the State of
Michigan.

Find out what Camp Canton
is all about at an open house.
on Wednesday, June 17, from
5:30- 7:30 p.m. For more
information on Camp Canton
or any of the almost 20 other
Canton Leisure Services
camps, visit cantonfun.org or
call (734) 394-5460.

Family fund-raiser

Friends of the McKay fam-
ily, who had a fire destroy
their home recently, will hold
a fund-raiser for the family
from 5-8 p.m., May 29 at the
Amvets Post 171, located at
1217 8. Merriman Road in
Westland.

According to friends, the
fire destroyed their Canton
home, and it will be some
time before it can be rebuilt.
They lost most of their
belongings.

The fund-raiser, which is
being sponsored by the Young
Marines, costs $6.

Volunteers needed

If you love to shep, dine and
play in Canton, then you may
want to volunteer to iry out
on Wednesday, June 10 for
the SHOPCanton campaign.
Auditions are by appointment
only and hosted by the Canton
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Hopefuls who enjoy and
want to help promote Canton
and meet the following crite-
ria are encouraged to come
out and audition on June 10:

* » Couples in their 50s who
enjoy golf

« Families with chlldren of
all ages

+ Teenagers

* Young adults in then' 20s
and 30s

* Group of g:rlfrlends

* Group of guys

» Couples of all ages

The auditions are open
to Canton residents and
residents of neighboring com-
munities that enjoy shopping
in Canton. Participation is
volunta,rf'. No experience is
necessary. '

Those interested in audi-

" tioning must setup an

appointment by Monday, June
8 with Sharman Lamka at
(248) 563-2642 or sharman-
lamka@aol.com. On the day

- of the audition, candidates

will be asked to share their
story of why they shop, dine,
play and stay in Canton.
Anditions will be held at
the Canton Administration
Building, Room E (1150
Canton Center Road South,
Canton M1 48188). An adult
must accompany children
under 18,

Chamber luncheon

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce will host its next
monthly luncheon at 11:30
a.m., June 3 at Summit on the
Park. The special guest speak-
er will be Daniel Heumann,
vice president of the Daniel
Heumann Fund for Spinal
Cord Research.

Cost of the lunche is $20
(advance registration) and
$25 at the door. Seating is
limited. Reservations are
required — call the chamber
office at (734) 453-4040.0r
e-mail receptionist@canton-
chamber.com. ‘

Summer -camps

Plymouth-Canton
Community Education is
offering a number of summer
camps and programs for all
ages - preschool to adult.

One of the most popular
courses is the Safety Town
Program for kindergarten and
first graders, which teaches
kids about house emergencies,
emergency vehicles, fire safe-
ty, bicycle safety and stranger
danger. -

Registration is now open for
all courses. For details visit

Web site www.pces.k12.mi.us
or call (734) 416-2937.

Author signings

Canton author Cheryl A,
Vatcher-Martin, M.A. will be
autographing copies of her lat-
est children’s book, “Haiku For
You: With Some One Room
School House History,” at the
Westland Borders Express on
Sunday, May 31 from 1-3 p.m.
People will be able to purchase
autographed copies of her
three published books.

“What’s neat about my
new book, “Haiku For You:
With Some One Room School
House History,” is that it
showeases Westland’s One
Room School House, named
Perrinsville. There are a few
full color photographs that
illustrate the interior of this
one room school houge which
is restored to the 1890s time
period. My daughter went
on a field trip to that school
when she attended Wayne-

© Westland schools, when we

resided in Westland in the
1990s,” she said.

She'll also be autographing
her books at the Waldenbooks
& More in Saginaw on June
13, from 1-3 p.m., and, June
20 at the Borders Express in
Novi, inside of Twelve Oaks
Mall from 2-4 p.m., and at the
Southgate Borders Express,
Saturday, June 27 2-4 p.m.

Vatcher-Martin is also
the owner of Pero Inc., a full
service writing, tutoring,
instructional design, consult-

ing, photography, editing, -
and, publishing company. For
more information, call (734)
397-1626; e-mail peroinc5@
comcast.net, or visit http://
camartin@blogspot.com.

Piymouth football qolf
outing

The Plymouth Wildcats
Football Beoster Club will
be holding its eight annual
Wildcats Football Golf
Outing on Saturday, May 30,
at Fellows Creek Golf and
Bangquet Center in Canton.
The outing will be a best ball
scramble with a shot gun start
at 1 p.m. Players are needed
as well as hole sponsors and
donated items for a silent auc-
tion at the end of the guting.

Registration is $100 per -
golfer. You can register by
calling Bill Ballelli at (734)
416-9603 or Mike Walsh at
{734) 453-6796. For more
details, or to become a hole
sponsor or auction item donor,
go to the Wildcats Web site at
www.football plymouthwﬂd-—
cats.com.

High Velocity swap meet |

High Velocity Sports
will host a swap meet on
Saturday, Jine 6 from 1-4
p-m. The event is open to
the community. A $2 dona-

tion/person will benefit Relay '

for Life/American Cancer
Society. Channel 95.5 will be
on hand with promotions and.
giveaways. The Carnival of
Inflatables will also be free
to use and High Velocity staff
will even supervise children
ages 4-12 while you shop.
Those interested in sell-
ing their gently used cloth-
ing, toys, sports equipment,
and other yard/garage sale
iterns should contact Elaine
Matthews at (734) 487-7678.
Spots are available for $20 (if'

you bring your own table and -

chairs) or $30 for space, a 6~
foot table, and two chairs.
For more information, -

please call {734) 487-7678. .

Rotary raffle :
The Canton Rotary Club ~

is having a “dream vacation -

raffle” to support the Rotary
Foundation. The winner will
win a dream vacation {(ail-

inclusive) to Riviera Maya, =~

Mexico {a $3,000 value),
Tickets may be purchased

from any Canton Rotarian
(one for $10; three for $24a

‘or 10 for $50). All proﬁts W111 :

be used in the community, - -
schools and world projects
(i.e. T.A.P. clean water andj"
eradication of polio). - -~

The drawing will be held at
the Liberty Fest on June 20 -
at 8 p.m. For further informa-
tion and tickets please contact
Ken Beardsley at (734) 844
1901, Michelle Burger at (734)
812-2517 or Bill Tesen at (734:)
844-1374.

Salvation Army camp

The Salvation Army
Plymouth Corps is now
accepting applications for its
2009 Summer Day Camp. -
The program will run for
nine weeks beginning June.
15 through Aug. 14, from 10
a.m.~3 p.m. Applications
are available in the business
office located at 9451 South
Main Street, in Plymouth.
The summer program will
consist of field trips, struc-
tured recreation, character
building, and crafts. Pre-care

and after-care are made avail- '

able for working families. In
recognition of the current
economic hardships, weekly
rates of $55 have not been
increased. An application
fee of $10 will be necessary.

"to secure a spot. Limited

scholarships are available to
qualifying families and proof
of income will be required.

" Interested parties wishing to

underwrite scholarships may
contact Major Pat Irvine at’
The Salvation Army.

For more information about
The Salvation Army, please
call 877-SAL-MICH, or visit
www.salmich.org,
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Citizens panel to chart district’s fu ure

BY SUE MASCN
0BSERVER STAFF WRITER

Less than a month after
receiving a new contract,
Wayne-Westland School
Superintendent Greg Baracy
now knows what his goal will
be for the 2009-10 school year

The school board in a 5-0
vote, with board President -
Martha Pitsenbarger and
Trustee William Gabriel.
absent, called on Baracy to
create a citizens committee to
fook at the use of school build-
ings and the district’s demo-
graphics.

“These are a number of
things that are important to
this school district,” said Vice
President Skip Monit. “We're
very confident that the super-
intendent will complete these
goals satisfactorily.”

The board has asked Baracy
10 create 4 committee made
up of parents, students, com-
munity and staff members and
“other district stakeholders”
to review building use and

the district’s -
demographics,
explore vari-
ous learning
configurations
and additional
educational
| options for stu-
dents.

Baracy will
report the committee’s recom-
mendations to the board for
consideration for the 2010-11
school year.

“It's going to be a huge

Baracy

. undertaking,” said Baracy.

“Our hope is in partner-
ing with the community we
can preserve the academic
excellence Wayne-Westland
has been known for into
the future. The process will
give residents, parents and
students the opportunity to
help develop an educational
system that will even better
prepare our students for the
global marketplace than we
do now.” .

The board resolution echoes
Baracy’s comments, stating

tha,t the trustees Wish “to .
partner with the commu-
nity tor mammlze the district’s
resources ip a financially
responsible way and provide

* global educational opportuni-

ties for genérations to come.”

Baracy hopes to begin
assembling the committee .
within the next month and
have the first meeting by July
1. Each school will be repre-
sented by two-three stakehold-
ers — parents — and there also
will be members of the staff,
residents of the community as
well as a few students, quite
likely those involved in student
government.

Baracy stressed that the
work will have to “all about the
students, not the adults,”

“It's going to be aggressive,
it’s something that has to be
done,” he said. “We hope to
reach out to the community to
provide good feedback on what
they want their school district
to look like.”

One of the things the com-~
mittee may look at is recon-

Ohpecializing in Residential § Commercial Restoration
& Custom Brick Work

Dan’s Custom Brickwork

882 York St. » Plymouth, MI 48170
‘ Chimneys & Porches Repaired

Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work

Natural & Cultured Stone Installation

and Rebuilt

1.734.416.5425

Free Estimates

Licensed and Insured

' -figurmg grade lc:vels like
- what was done in the Novi
* and‘Livonia school districts.
- That has been successful in’

those districts and could help

* Wayne-Westland better use its

facilities, Baracy said.

" “Birth rates are down in
. .Wayne County, and there’s
“no indication thiat that trend
- is.goingto turh around,” said
* Batacy. "Most of our buildings -
- were built during the baby

boom or before. We can't oper-
ate buildings at 50 percent of
capacity and we have several
that do.”

The last time Wayne-
Westland organize a citizens
committee was 1994, and
according to Baracy the end -
result was the closing of seven
schools. ,

“This is going to be a recom~
mendation from the ground
up,” he said. “It will be com-
prehensive, it will focus on the
good things happening in this
district.”

smason@hometownlife.com | (313} 222-6751
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brick work on the outside has
been completed,” Williamson
said. “Inside they’re putting up
dry wall and insulation, and
getting ready to lay the asphalt
and concrete for driveways and
the parking lot.

“We’ll be in the building by
late July and open for the first
day of school on Sept. 8, ” she
~ said.

Cathy Henkenberns is now
principal at Canton Charter
Academy, which is char-
tered by Central Michigan
University.

Universal Academy has had
its roots in Detroit — near
the Dearborn border — since
1998, with approximately
450 students in grades k-

12. Superintendent Nawal
Hamadeh said the school, char-
tered by Oakland University,
focuses on the Michigan core
curriculum standards and
international cuhtures.

“With emphasis on the
Arabic cultvre; preservation of

our own culture and assimila-
tion in the American culture,”
said Hamadeh, who noted the
new school will add pre-kin-
dergarten. “For the most part,
our students have a middle
eastern background.  However,
enrollment is.open to the pub-
lic and we would love to have
students from everywhere.
“We've been looking for
years and not been able to find
a suitable facility to house our
programs and students,” she
said. “We want to have a com-
plete program with an athletic
field, a gymnasium, bigger
media center and science and

_computer labs.”
The 66,000-square-foot, sin--

gle-story school will be located
on Cherry Hill Road, between
Canton Center and Beck roads.
The school is expected to be
constructed in time for the
2010-2011 school year.

“We found Canton has more

properties available that will
allow for new construction,”
Hamadeh said. “The Middle
Eastern community is growing
in the Canton area and there’s
a need for a program like ours.

»
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After Zoe was diagnosed with cancer at 14 months-old, she became part of the St. John Health System family, watched over by Rose, one of our extracrcf inary pediatric
ancology nurse practitioners, Today, almost four years later, Zoe is just fike most kids her age. That's because one of our goals is to hei;} fittle patients like her live life as
normally as possible. And that starts by making them comfortable with coming here. Our center of excellence for pediatric enceiogy care Is committed to pamvfre@ procedures
that use advanced tec?meéag es, such as innovative video games designed to enhance treatments, administered in a healing envi ironment, After all, we're nof just treating
little minds and hodies; we're also caring Tor big spirits,

Call 866-501-DOCS or visit stivhn.org for more information about our pediatric cancer care at the Van Elslander cancer center.
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School vandalized

Canton Police are investigat-

ing graffiti found on the out-
side of Hoben Elementary on
May 24. Police say there were
seven different obscenities and
sexual drawings on the build-
ing written with chalk. The
school’s plant manager was
able to remove the graffiti in
an hour.

Purse stolen from van

A woman reported to

police on May 23 that her
purse and a cell phone were
stolen from her van, which
was parked in the back of
Big Cheese Pizza, 8491 Lilley
Road. The victim told police
she thought she locked her
vehicle, which was parked for
only 10 minutes.

Home break in

Residents living in the N

49000 block of Crescent
Drive reported to police their
home was broken into, but
nothing was taken. They dis-
covered screens were ¢ut on
the front door, a kitchen win-
dow and a rear sliding door,
which was also left open. The
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family dog, which is allowed
to roam the house, was found
in the bathroom with the door
closed. Residents say they had
three similar incidents last
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Police academy graduate

Canton's Jonathan Frye graduated from Wayne County Regional Pollce ‘
Academy on May 1. He graduated Summa Cum Laude in his class. He
is the son of David and Maureen Frye of Canton. “Jon has worked so

year.

Money stoien from home

A couple living in the
50400 block of Monroe told
police someone stole $1,945
in cash and two checks total-
ing $600 when they went for

awalk May 18, The couple
said they didnt lock the door
and left the garage open. The
money, received from guests
at their one-year-old’s birth-
day party, was taken from a
kitchen drawer.

Door kicked in

Police say a boyfriend

reported he found the front
door to his girifriend’s apart-
ment at 7055 Foxthorn kicked
in May 20. The frame was shat-
tered near where the dead bolt

was located, and three foot-

hard,” said his mother, Maureen Frye.

prints were found on the door
near the handle. Police asked
the boyfriend if he kicked down
the door because he locked his
key inside, however the man
denied that was the case.

‘S’Mmpy'; zg‘Aﬁ”ﬁmr
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aper, ﬁ rts Show!

Canton Police Officer Sara
Boritzki has been selected for
a three-year assignment as
the department’s new school
resource officer (SRO).

Boritzki will join current
SRO Joe Mullally and be
assigned to the Plymouth-

LIKE NUMBERS?

there area pile
of themin

' g lmlgsectiﬁn

Department selects new
officer to patrol PCEP

complaints.on
campus rang-
ing from theft
to drug pos- :
session. SRO%
also patrol
after-school

functions and .

i
i
3

P R

Canton Educational Park, Boritzki provide traffic

which encompasses Plymouth, enforcement on
( SAT 10-5 « SUN. | 0-3) Canton and Salem high campus.

schools. Boritzki was hired by the

School resource officers are  department as a police oﬁice_r in

Southfield Pavilion
26000 Evergreen Rd » Southfield, Ml 48037

stationed at the high schools
to enhance the level of policing
on the large campus consist-

2005, She earned her bachelor’s
degree from Western Michigan
University and has a master’¥-

degree in conflict resolution -
from Wayne State University.. -

ing of approximately 6,000
students. They handle criminal
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 Mike Cox announces qubernatorial run for 2010

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

State Attorney General Mike Cox
officially announced Wednesday that .
he is running for governor in 2010.

Cox, a Livonia resident, will run as
a Republican in a field that includes
U.S. Rep. Peter
Hoekstra, Secretary
of State Terry Lynn
Land, Ann Arbor
businessman Rick
Snyder and state Sen.
Tom George.

Cox points to his
roots in western
Wayne County in
growing up in Redford
and livinig in Livonia,
watchlng the automotive industry
and statewide recession take its toll
on the quality of life in those commu-
nities and personal lives.

Cox

“I've had three friends who recently -

lost jobs, I have a brother-in-law who
lost a job in the last year, and I'm

Investors should take proxy statemen

emorial Day has come and
gone and summer has unof-

7 & ficially begun in Michigan,
When I was a kid, summer was
the time that everything slowed
down, even in the business world.
Unfortunately, that is
no longer the case. We
live in a society that
operates 24/7, 365

| days a year.

. When it comes to
our personal finances,
we cannot afford to
take the summer off.

Money Matters

That is particularly
true this year with all
Rick Bloom the financial difficul-

ties_ )
During this finan-

cial crisis, many pecople have been
outraged at some of the excesses on
Wall Street. Whether it was bonuses

_paid to executives who then invested
in risky investments to pad their
bonuses or the mismanagement’
of company finances, at times it
appeared there was no accountability

933 scweiens 2009
70 Years of Family Trust

mad as hell and frustrated,” Cox said.

Cox said he can’t fault Gov.
Jennifer Granholm with the restruc-
turing of the Big 3 and bankruptey
hearings on Chrysler and General
Motors as those proceedings are
beyond the governor’s control.

But Michigan has the third worst
business tax according to the Tax
Foundation, Cox said. Michigan is
ranked 48th in the foundation’s cor-
porate tax index rank, according to
www.taxfoundation.org.

Cox wants to see the business tax
cut in half and initiate a $2 billion
tax cut. He wants to see Michigan
compete with Virginia, Georgia and
Indiana for JObS and businesses.

“We need to give hope to Michigan
businesses, that it’s OK to invest in
Michigan,” Cox said.

Cox said he wants communities to
maixtain their quality of life through
job growth.

“We are now competing with 49
other states and say that Michigan is
a place to come to with its great uni-

and no one was protecting the share-
holder’s interest.

One way to hold people responsible

and put some accountablhty back
into the system is to take advantage
of the opportunity to vote.

Over the course of the year, inves-
tors receive proxy statements from
stocks and mutual funds they own.
These proxy statements seek share-
holder permission to do a variety
of things. For example, in a mutual
fund proxy statement, permission
may be sought to raise fees. Other
proxy statements may seek a vote to
elect members of the board of direc-
tors.

The general argument agamst
voting is one vote here and one vote

“there will not make a differénce.

Often this is true, but occasionally

a few votes here and there can sway
an election. We have seen elections
for political offices where a few votes
here and there made the difference.
Another benefit to voting your proxy
and being involved in the process is
the opportunity to learn a great deal

Garden City
29317 Ford Road
{at Middlebelt)
734.422.7036

Notrthville

101 East Main Street
(at Center)
248.349.6940

orinjewelers.com
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versities and the great Midwestern
work ethic,” Cox said.

Cox believes the tax cuts can help
business investment and tackle
Michigan’s high unemployment rates,
which exceeds neighboring Indiana
by 3 percentage points. Indiana also
managed to land Honda to build cars
there. “It’s really an artificial border,
but they don’t have the great univer-
sities we have,” Cox said..

Cox also cited Granholm’s
approach to the film industry and
wondered why that can’t be expanded
on all levels. “If we look at how the
governor pushed the film tax credit,
the one thing we learned is that taxes
matter. Wheh you change the tax
structure, they'll come here.”

With a lowering of the Michigan
Business Tax, that means state spend-
ing will need to be cut beyond cuts
already made to address the state bud
get deficit. “T've made cuts in my bud-
get,” Cox said. “Unfortunately I've had
to lay people off”

Cox believes state employees should

about your investment.

Unfortunately, when most people
receive a proxy statement, it goes
into the shredder. What they don’t
realize is that statement contains a
wealth of information about the com-
pany or mutual fund, the members of
the board of directors and informa-
tion about the management team.

An investor who was complain-
ing about executive salaries didn't
understand how corporations could
pay the amount of compensation they
do, I explained that, generally, for .
top executives, the board of directors
sets the policy as to compensation. -
I asked him if he voted his proxy
regarding the members of the board
of directors and he said no.

Not only could hé vote his shares,
but it was possible for him to submit

" his own proposal regarding com-

pensation or other corporate issues
to be included in the proxy state- -
ment, There is a process involved in
regards to having a proposal includ-
ed in a proxy statement. Although it
is not eady, it is possible for ordinary

pay more of their health insurance pre-
- Health, the Zonta Club of

miums as employees do in the private
sector. “State government shouldn't be

- asacred cow,” Cox said. As auto com-

panies like the Big 3 or newspapers
like the Observer € Eccentric restruc-
ture, so should state government, Cox
said.

Cox added that he would expand on
his energy plans, health care and infra-
structure campaign platforms as the
campaign unfolded, but for now, the
state needs to focus on the economy.

Cox remembers his days in the U.8,
Marines when he was stationed in
North Carolina in 1982,

Back then, that state’s Big Three was
textiles, furniture and tobacco.

“Today they have food procession,
auto accessory manufacturing and
biotech,” Cox said. “Their economy
has grown and they've done it under’
Democrats and Republicans, by keep-
ing the costs of state government com-
petitive.”

kabramcz®hometowniife.com | {313) 222-2591

ts seriously

individuals to attempt to influence

a company’s direction by the proxy
process. You don't have to be a major
shareholder in the corporation, or
even a large shareholder, you simply
have to be a shareholder. :

In voting your proxy, most com-
panies and mutual funds have made
it easier than ever before. Options
include mail, the Internet and tele-
phone. There is no reason not to |
vote.

I believe the more someone knows
about an investment, the better it is.
When an investor understands an
investment, they tend to be a4 more
successful investor. So when you
receive a proxy statement, take some
time to read the materials. No one
ever said being a successful investor
is easy. -

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financlal adviser.
Observer & Eccentric readers can submit
questions at moneymatters@hometownlife,
com. For more information, visit Rick's Web
site at www.bloomassetmanagement.com,
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LOCAL BRIEFS

-Walk to Beautiful

In celebration of International
Day to Take Action on Women's

Northwest Wayne County is
showing the documentary, “A
‘Walk to Beantiful” free to all. “A
Walk to Beautiful” deals with

the topic of obstetrié fistulas and
is one of many service projects
funded by Zonta International.
The film tells the story of five-
women in Ethiopia suffering from
devastating childbirth injuries.
The documentary follows each of
these women on their journey to
aspecial hospital in Addis Ababa
where doctors are being trained to
recognize and correct thls prob-
lem.

The event takes place 6: 30 pan.
Monday, June 1, at the Livonia
Civic Center Library, 32777 Five
Mile. For more information, call
(734) 464-3728.

Women’s evening

Our Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic Church in Plyrouth
hosts an evening of reflection for
women on Friday, May 29, begin-
ning with Mass at 6 p.n. celebrat-
ed by Most Rev. Daniel E. Flores
and Rev. John C. Riceardo.

Dinner will follow in the parish
social hall with guest speakers
Genevieve Kineke and Teresa
Tomeo. Both women were invited
1o attend the prestigious 2008
Pontifical Council for the Laity’s
International Conference.

Kineke is the author of* ‘The
Authentic Catholic Woman” and
the founding editor the Catholic
women's magazine, Canticle,
Wife and mother of five, she will
explore the vocation of woman -

. of every age and state of life, cel-

ebrating the joy found in the true -
feminine genius. Teresa Tormeo

is the nationally syndicated
Catholic talk show host of Catholic
Connection, as well as author.of

- several books, and a professional

speaker and media consultant.

Cost is $25 and seating is lim-
ited by reservation only. Contact
Mary at jomary913@aol.com,
or call the parish offices at
734.453.0326.

QOur Lady of Good Counsel -
Church is located at 47650 N.
Territorial (at the northwest
corner of Beck, one block south
of the Beck Road exit on M-14).
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- Our fundamental purposes are to.
enhance the lives of our readers,
nurture the hometowns we serve
and contribute to the business
success of our customers.

Homeowners
associations need
to get with times

Canton’s Dan Hall wanted to save a little
money on his bills each month, plus get on
the “green” bandwagon at the same time. But
Hall’s efforts to take advantage of federal tax
credits by installing solar panels on his roof
that could heat his home’s water were ground-
ed by his homeowners association,

Despite the fact that he received a mechani-
cal permit from Canton Township to install
the solar panels on his roof, Hall failed to
the get an approval from the Pheasant View
Homeowners” Association. The group’s archi-
tectural review committee denied Hall’s
request to install the four-by-eight-foot pan-
els because they

“would not be :
consistent with Previously homeowners

the aesthetics” of dssociations have had to
the subdivision.  copsider things like paint

0O ti
was initially Colors, flagpoles and

what planet is the different types of shrubbery.

association from? s i
Haven't they been But the fact is we as .

paying attention? homeowners - whether we

Kﬁgti ctfff ilflnfhvz five in an association or nof
3]s of am ener. - are on the frontiines of

gy crisis? the energy battle. Most of
But after the anargy we as individuals

some consider- o
ation, we’ll cut USeis in our home. Hopefully

the aslsoiiaiic;p homeowners associations
slaCck. Lets + . .
Face it. Pheasant Will come to realize this and

View is one of rewrite their bylaws to allow

Canton’s premier
subdivisions, foa. Members to make reasonable

turing plenty of dlterations to their homes so
3,6Q0-square-foot j
homes like Hall’s. they can save encroy.
The association
has been charged
with trying to keep it a desirable place to live
— and maintain property values at the same
time.

That’s what this dispute is really about. The
association is trying to protect the neighbor-
hood. We understand that. It is commendable.

On the other hand, it’s not like Hall is trying
to paint his home purple. He wants to install
some flat panels on his room that will be able
to harness the everlasting, clean, cheap ener-
gy from the sun.

This is an issue bigger than the Pheasant
View subdivision. Battles like this are proba-
bly going to play out in subdivisions all across
the nation, as more and more people try to
go green. It is something the federal govern-
ment is pushing. Even Canton Township is
taking steps down this road and has proposed
installing solar panels at Summit on the Park.

Previously homeowners associations have
had to consider things like paint colors, flag-
poles and different types of shrubbery. But
the fact is we as homeowners — whether we
live in an association or not — are on the

frontlines of the energy battle. Most of the -

energy we as individuals use is in our home.
Hopefully homeowners associations will come
to realize this and rewrite their bylaws to
allow members tc make reasonablé alterations
to their homes so they can saye energy.

At some point we as Americans are going to
have to bite the bullet and start caring about
what kind of future we are leaving our grand-
children and their grandchildren. In a way,
you might say Dan Hall’s fight against the
Pheasant View Homeowners Association is a
case study in America’s efforts of going green.
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Community : Managing Editor | Director of
Editor ) Advertising
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Is the recession putting a damper 0N your summer vacation pians? (Asked at the Canton Public Library)

“No, we're not going anywhere.
We're trying to save money to go
to Florida next year.” too.”

Becky A'Hearn, 45, Canton

Knew the rules

As a resident in the Pheasant View
sub, I can certainly see what both par-
ties are up against ("Association puts -
up roadblock to man’s effort at going
green,” Canton Qbserver). Association
representatives work as volunteers and
do their best at interpreting association
bylaws.

Mr. Hall is justified in his desire to
use technology to improve the energy
efficiency of HIS home. However, it was
his decision to live in the Pheasant View
sub. Most residents of the sub look to
the association representatives (again,
these folks are volunteers) to enforce the
bylaws (a thankless job, I'm sure) that
ultimately retain not only the intended
aesthetic logk of the sub but property
values, as well.

It is that aesthetic look that makes the
sub a desirable place to live {and perhaps
the reason Mr. Hall ended up here).

Susan Henson

Canton

Play a positive role

Just a quick note. I read the article
in the Canton Qbserver regarding the
resident that wants to add solar panels
to his home to lower his energy costs. In
fact, he is my neighbor and I have talked
to him about the project. I thinkitisa
great idea and good way for resideénts to
play a positive role in preserving natural
resources.
Jeff Blake
Canton

Fund DAV officers

As of May 7, the Veterans Service
Organization’s state funding has been
slashed by 25 percent, which has put
many service officers positions in jeop-
ardy. These men and women are the
front line for returning servicemen and
women who have been disabled in'the
line of duty or through the trauma of
combat.

Furthermore, the service officers
through the DAV and other organiza-
tions are veterans themselves and have
experienced the trauma of an injory.
They undersiand how to effectively
guide a returning Iraqi veteran, or
former service member, through the
paperwork that needs to be filed through
the Veterans Administration. As the
veteran’s advocate, they work tirelessly -
to procure the needed benefits for the
service nmiember. These benefits include
treatment at the VA hospitals and medi-
cal centers, and, earned compensation
for those veterans. Many veterans return
without the ability to take care of their
families because of injuries sustained,
and, they need to have their monetary
compensation to pay for everyday living
expenses. '

These earned benefits are not compa-
rable to anything else out there. It is not
a handout. It is the opportunity to take

" care of their lost income and wages and

help them to procure a new career too,
when, they utilize vocational rehabilita-
tion benefits. Compensation for mili-
tary-induced injuries is not welfare,

It is imperative that funding is
restored to the DAV service officers, and
those that are with the American Legion
and other veteran service organiza-
tions. For the veterans in the community
it is important to ask to see how your
group can assist by donating money to

“No, because we're having a
baby and that's a lot of money,

Lora Montgomery, 30, Canton

and less kids.”
Ted James, 82, Canton

LETTERS

“No, hecause we don't go on
vacation in the summertime. We
wait until winter ~ less people

“Not really, I'm a teacher (at

Plymouth High School) and | feel
pretty secure in my job. | usually
go camping out east or out west

with friends.”
Karen Ludema, 42, Ann Arbor

HOW'S ‘fatm

What do you think?

‘Wil comments to the Canton Observer, 615 W,
Lafayetie, Second Level, Detroit, M1 48226 or
e-mait to kkuban@hometowniife.com.

help keep the veterans service officers
available. They are not getting rich off
of what they make and many volunteer
their time to help other veterans outside
of their normal work hours.

As aveteran, or a concerned citizen,
it is time to take action. Please ask your
chapter, auxiliary, unit, or other orga-
nization to help fund the DAV service

officers. They have always been there for

our veterans, and it is time for you to be
there for them.

Cheryl A. Vatcher-Martin
past commander of DAY #51
volunteer service officer
Canton

Give them thanks

I am writing to you today in the hopes
that this letter may be printed in the
Observer newspaper so it may reach
the residents of Canton Township. Last
week, my father was in an automobile
crash of which he is very lucky to be
walking away from. He sustained inju-
ries, but none that cannot heal, thanks
to the Canton Township Fire and EMS
Department. If it were not for their
strong work in extricating my father
from the vehicle, he probably would not
be walking.

He has sustained a C2 fracture that.
with the help of wearing a collar for the
next two-three months will heal proper-
ly. They were able to recognize the sever-
ity of the accident, and the increased
possibility of injury my father could have
sustained not only from the accident
but also from the procedures needed to
remove him from the vehicle. As a fellow
paramedie, I know that any additional
movement very well woulld have caused
him paralysis. I am forever in their debt,
1 know they do not do this job for the
glory. But, I also know they.do get the
thanks and suppert they deserve.

So, please, the next time you see them,
even if it’s just while they are at thie store
picking up something for dinner or out-

‘side testing a fire hydrant, you thank

them for what they do. The next time, it
may be a member of your family they are
called to help.
- Jennifer Cespino

Beaufort, S.C.
{formerly of Canton)

I.earn for curselves

Last year was an eye-opening year
when people nationwide had to make
giant “course-corrections” in lifestyle.

I believe many people came to the real-
ization that it was about time. Not only
“about time” in the sense of “about time
to be making a change” to a simpler way
of life like one our grandparents knew ...
but about TIME.

Once people’s disposable incomes were
reduced and spending could no longer
be the form of entertainment that it had
come to be, other means of finding plea-
sure had to take spending’s place. Some
people began to look at the television
as an annoyance, because its advertis-
ing-driven nature became a tease of
things they could no longer buy. So the
inexpensive entertainment television

~once provided (if you don’t factor in the

expensive spending that went along with
television) fell by the wayside.

What to do with one’s time.then?
Suddenly some of those people, now
confined to their homes because travel
was 1o longer affordable, began to notice
that they wanted to and could make.
home improvements. For some of them
do-it-yourselfing became a new form of
entertainment — one with real rewards
and a feeling of accomplishment. Some
people even began to grow vegetables
and fruits along with their families, as
another new form of entertainment.
Once again real rewards appeared, and
that feeling of accomplishment.

Where those people had been feeling
discontented with their lot, and always
in need of making some new purchase
of some manufactured thing, they now
felt a sense of self-sufficiency and sat-
isfaction. Life made simpler ad been
made fuller. Those were the lucky ones. I
count myself among them, and give daily
thanks. _

Our grandparents could have told us .-
this. But it seems we had to learn it for
ourselves. .
Kathy Browne

"~ Canton
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Merle |
Nor!nan
Laiv MAllS&MAIN STREETS
Lasting
Eyecolor .
I you have an item for Malls & Main morning champagnetoast,
. Streets, please e-mail Susan Steinmueller  Packages are $189 per person and
: at ssteinmueller@hometownlife.com. include a $10 donation to Susan

Merle
Norman
Luxiva
Long Wear
Lipcolor

Makeup ¢

Wensdy Von Buskirk Editor. (313) 222-8883 . wvonb@hometownlife.com

~at Merle Norman studios

Love and nature combine this season to
create romantic fashions with an organic
flair. For makeup, sweet pastels blend
with mineral tones to create a look that’s
timeless, wearable and beautiful. Merle
Norman Cosmetics captures the all-out
feminine trend with its Spring 2008 Color
Collection, “Pretty Charming.”

'BEAUTY TO BEHOLD
Lids are aflutter in the ladylike clas-

sics of Delicate Pinks or softly shaded
with the mystique of Berry Enchanting.
For a dose of girliness, try the sweet pink
and grey mix of Luxiva Eyecolor Duet in
Ballerina,/Lava. For those with violet ten-
dencies, pick the regal pairing of Luxiva
Matte Shadow Duet in Freesia/Grapevine.
To add a touch of sparkle, top with Luxiva
Crystal Eyes in Paparazzi Pink or Mauvie
Star. Complete the eye effect with liner.
Try Purely Mineral Eye Pencil in Platinum
or Dusk. Go dramatic or dreamy — the
conditioning formula gently defines lash
lines and blends easily.

FLIRTY GLOW
A so-in-love flush makes the heart skip
abeat. Sweep on Luxiva Purely Mineral

Merle Norman
Luxiva Lasting
Cheekcalor

Cheeks in the cool pink shimmer of Coy or
the blue-based mauve of Come Heather.

SEALED WITH A KiSS

Lip colors take on hues of a more pas-
sionate nature. For a power pout, try °
Luxiva Long Wear Lipcolor in sweetly
subtle Heather or rich Plura. The ereamy
base coat lasts for hours; layer with the
clear coat for added moisture and shine.

. For a more velvety option, trace and fill

A TRIUMPH ONE OF THE MOST SA“SFYING
- MOVIE EXPERIE“CES_GF THE YEAR"

" STARTS FRIDAY, MAY - 29 IN DISNEY L mamu

CLINTON TOWNSHIP

FANN ARHOR FCANTON

*Alo Playing in Hon 3D Formut

AND AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE

Fon THEATRES AND SHOWTIMES: CHECK I00AL [I5TINGS
oR Text UP ward vour 218 CODE To A3KIX (43548)

Sotry, No Pasges oR visiT Disney.com/Up

Memorial & Honor Dept
SO St Jude Plct
Memphuj, IN 38105
% o LT
www.squde.org/mbu

3:
a
W
b
R
Puzg,
’%s

§ ']ude Chidrer
Research H0§p1 fil

A8+ Tranng Ty

Finding cures. Savir

32614 Seven Mile Road * Livonia
E. of Farmington Road (Near Jet's Pizza)

www.pertecq:resentlkz_._oom
BEB-BTH-GIET Saturday: 10-3 pm
(4438) i

Storgm

in with dual-sided Satin Lip Pencil in
blushing-pude Caramel Pink or lilac-laced
Angel Mist.

NAIL THE LOOK .

To finish the look, give fingers and toes
a coat or two of Salon Formula Nail Color
in ethereal Heavenly Pink or decadent
Cranberry Rose.

The “Pretty Charming” Spring 2009
Color Collection is available now for a lim-
ited time only, at Merle Norman Cosmetic
Studios.

Founded in Los Angeles more than
75 years ago, Merle Norman Cosmetics
has approximately 2,000 independently
owned and operated cosmetic Studios
throughout the United States, Canada and
Mexico. Exclusive distributors of Merle
Norman cosmetic products, these studios
offer specialized personal services, supe-
rior-guality products and complimentary
makeup lessons to all customers,

Merle Norman Cosmetic Studios are
located at 595 Forest Ave. in Plymouth;
3100 N Lilley Road in Canton; and 23348
Farmington Road in Farmington.

Visit www.merlenorman.com for more
information.

GUErY PEreoRn
Inspirational, Christfan, Wedding,
Anniversary, Baby, Children,
Teens, Retirement,

Red Hat Soclety and more

Montay-Friday: 10-5 pm

Closing

AT THESE THEATRES!
HOUTRGATE

Advanced Vein Tharagios uses the
_-faﬁest ?&’flﬁ'ﬁwiﬂgy e provads you safiy noninvasive,
painiess and effdctive varicoss and spider vefn care
it O SEpPING sed o Searring
All procechstng ane inofficn, #nd most are
<covered by Dstorance. voulive up and
waing lomediately, wnth Pefief et atows you
~ oy ot back o your Ble, Please vislt out web sire
G th e howewe'vs Belped odhers A
weeAVihetapiescom.

ADVANCED VEIN

THERAPIES

SEEFREY Y, MEILER, 2D s Msten Dinnunies Toremose boandianiied sunhionzy oh wirioose
s sgizias vein cand, spatiafislag i reating venus disenses for neary Shaen yeen,

2483443110 | weswAVEherapigs.com

W\% 19 MILE ROAD ¢ surrsm | NOVE | Wsstsﬁm;msdmarm

A3 Seen i the Yellow Fages

OEM?BEO

sharing the

- . G. Komen Fund for the Cure.
GIRLS LEADERSHIP CAMP

Embassy Suites is located at 19525

REDFORD — Michigan Victor Parkway. R.SV.P. with
Association for Fernale Rachel Boyd, (734) 462-6000. .
Entrepreneurs, based in Redford, - . :
will offer two camps aimed at LOWE'S FUNDS MPA
helping young girlsbecome At the conclusion of the 26th
creative, confident, and self-suf~  annual Muscular Dystrophy
ficient. Leadership Camp willtake  Association Shamrocks Against
place from May 29-31at YWCA  Dystrophy campaign, Lowe's
Camp Cavell in Lexington, Mich.,, reported $4.3 million in sales,
and BizCamp from June 13-July  nearly doubling the previous
25 at Lawrence Technological record of $2.3 miltion raised by
University, Southfield. Call one retail grocery two years ago.
(313) 363-4075 or visit www, The $1 and $5 Shamrocks dona-
YoungEntrepreneurSeries.com. tions have now raised more than

, $200 million for Jerry’s Kids.

GAL PAL WEEKEND - Generous customers of the

LIVONIA — Grab the girls more than 1,600 participating
and book a Gal Pal Weekend at Lowe’s Jocations showed their
The Embassy Suites Hotel in commitment to the Shararocks
Livonia June 5-6, The package Against Dystrophy campaign
includes wining and dining at through donations starting at
Andiamo of Novi; discountsand ~ $1. Several partners, including -
shuttles for shopping at Laurel Lowe’s, extended the program
Park Place mall; margaritasat On  beyond the original March 17
the Border; and a two night stayat  deadline due to its overwhelming
Embassy Suites with complimen-  success. All money raised stays

tary happy hour cocktails, cooked- 1in local communities. Visit www.
to-order breakfast and a Saturday mda.org,

ITCHENS » BATHROOMS » LAUNDRY ROOMS
WET BARS + SUNRDOMS * BASEMENTS
ADDITIONS « BARRIER-FREE ROOMS
wivi.seghi.net

248-437-2454

g
440 Lafayetts, South Lyon |

Design ~ Sales ~ Instaltation
Mon-Fri10-6 & Sat10-4

wThink Spring & Early Bird Savmgs'
& Michigan’s Largest Selection Of Play Systems!
B, Compare Us To The Competion & Save $§!

| The Acadia: 5’ Deck, 10° Wave Slide, Plcn!c‘fable,

-‘Rockwall, 3 Pos. Beam 2 Swings, Trapeze
Redwood Cedar Gonstruction - 12 Year Warranty!

$1 349 INSTALLED!

Price appiles 1o zone 1, detalls in stors,
Wirtugl Calplog vewvedolhospital gom

) The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop
expedmﬁﬁmavwﬂ GO 3047 W. 12 Mile, Barkley 248-543-3115 Mon-Sat 10-5:30 Thu 16-8:30 Sun 124

same

ometown values.

Member FDIC

a you way of banking.

Totally FREE Checkin

 Receive a 21" inch Travel Boarding
| Case when you open
Totally FREE Checking account.

Your neighbor has ¢ new name. Franklin Bark is now
First Place Bank. We're the same friendly faces, the same
community bank focused on the same thing we always
have, you. Weve been part of the First Place family for |
some time, and were exciled to join them in name
throughout the Midwest marketelace. Here of First Place
Bank we offer you the litfle things you'd expect from a
hometown bark. But we alsc offer the big fime services
you want ke Totally Free Checking. Featuring no monthly
service charge, unlimited check writing and free Orline
Barking and Bili Pay, its free checking focused around
you. In these challenging economic times, #s nice to
have ¢ neighbor you can rely on. That’s the difference a
community bank can make. Thet's o you way of banking.

Formeriy Franklin Bank.
firstplacebank.com
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Heroes
honored

Plymouth, Canton take
time to remember

It was a day for family, a day
for fun, a day to barbecue with
neighbors and friends.

Most importantly, though, it
was a day to remember.

In Plymouth and Canton,
locals took the time to remem-
ber fallen heroes, military men
and women who gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice in service to their
country.

In Plymouth, the annual
Memorial Day parade, rescued
by the fund-raising efforts of
the Plymouth Lions Club, made
its way down Main Street,
led as always by the Vietnam
Veterans of America Chapter
528.

The parade ended at
Plymouth’s Veterans Memorial
Park, where Lt. Col. Ted Wells,
a Marine Corps reservist who
does his service at Selfridge Air
National Guard Base, reminded PHOTOS BY BILL SRESLER | STAFF PHATOGRAPHER
spectators of the military men
and women who “stepped to the  The Plymouth Canton Marching Band made its annual appearance in the Memorial Day parade.
plate” to make a difference. '

“Everyone who wanted to
help out knew the dangers,”
Wells said. “They understood
that one day we might be stand-
ing here in honor of them.”

In Canton, John Spencer of
the Canton Veterans Memorial
Association read the names
of Canton’s servicemen and
women lost in the Civil War,
World War I}, Vietnam and
Traq.

He said there was a good
turnout.

“We had about 90 people
out this year, which was better
than last year when I would say
about 60 showed up,” Spencer
said.

Jan Blumberg, mother of
Trevor Blumberg, who was
killed in 2003 in Iraq, laid the
wreath at the Canton Veterans
Memorial honoring all the com-
mamity’s lost servicemen.

“Alot of people there were
former military people and
their families. It’s kind of a fam-
ily of veterans,” Spencer said. e =

A final safute to failen veterans at Canton's Veterans Day observance.

EXTRA SPACE STORAGE OF CANTON

Notice is hereby given that on Monday, June 15, 2009 @
NOON (12:00PM) TATE & CO. Auctioncers, Excecutive
Administrator for Extra Space Storage, will be offering for
sale under the judicidl lien process, by public auction, the
following storage units. The goods to be s0ld are generally
described as household goods. The terms of the sale will be
cash only, Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse
any and all bids, The sale will be at the following location:
Extra Space Storage, 8729 N. Canton Center Rd. Canton, MI
48187 @ NOON.

Patricia McMillon . B56 10x15 13" picture tube TV,
Microwave, Barstools,
misc. household goods,
misc, household
appliances, mise,

unassembled furniture.

Kristina King C87 b5x5  Weight set with cables/ ] : . : i I S L R Rl .. 3
bench, 7 soft totes, box, f
mise. goods Eagle Scouts Alex and Steve Watts lead the crowd in the Pledge of Members of the local Vietnam Veterans of America chapter carry the colors

Publich: May 28 and June 4, 2009 oEs6586E8 543 Aliegiance. Their Troop 781 meets at Our Lady Of Good Counsel. to the memorial during the ceremony.

:
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Veterans Mike
0'Malley, John
Spencer and
Jerry Thomason s
conduct the

memorial

ceremony for

fallen veterans

during Canton's

Memorial Day _ :
observance. ‘

JCPenney. Optical
' BEST VALUE

Choose From Hundreds Of Frames

PAIRS OF |
EYEG LASSES

5560

with single vision, clear scratch-resistant lenses
and any frame up to $130

lined bifocals or Instinctive No-Line bifocals
available for a $30 upgrade for each pair

Call today for your ee exam or bri in your. RX.

l Canton: 43690 Ford Road (734) 207-4346 I
Chesterfield Township: Waterside Marketplace (586) 949-0639

o e 615 E. Baseline Rd. in Northville L
*All d 8t b d il juAct ith the 2 for $68 kage. Both pai e tor ipti d gus . Lined bifocal Instinctive Mo-Li l _ E m . - . 1 3
I oot 0 st oot s scpir s e ottt B THVILLE O i 1 R
HUMBER CO. pn21s.300.0220 1x248.349.0222 AZEK
S

strong Ax. Soma epecial orders sxcluded. See optician for datails. Cannot be combined with any other offer, vision cam plan, package pricing or prior orders.
SINGE 1845 www.northvillelumber.com

Void whers prohiblted by law. Padticipating stores aniy, Eye exams performed by independent slate licensed Doctors of Optometry.
Ofter ends June 6. 2009, MKT CODE: NP

CALL 1-877-JCPEYES
Y L

SHOP JCPEYES.com
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ve the past five years cruised by
uicker than a Joel Zumaya fast-
 ball for you, too?
Wasn't it just yester-.
BE day that I picked up the
| phone and Observer
Managing Editor Hugh
Gallagher was on the
other end, offering me
the position of sports
editor for the Plymouth
and Canton Observers?
Write about sports?
- And get paid for it?
Where do I sign?

And if you had told me that same
day in September 2004 that a little
less than five years later I'd be losing
my dream job along with thousands
of other metro Detroiters because of a
massive economic tsunami, I wouldn't
have believed you.

Time to move on

But it has happened, I accept it, and
once my last written word is printed in
Sunday’s Observer, I am determined to
step into the next phase of my life a bet-
ter person — not a bitter one — because
of what has transpired.

been blessed to work with and write
about the past five years.

I can’t tell you how many times 1
interviewed a student-athlete for a
“Prep Profile” article, then hung up the
phone thinking to myself, “That kid is
going to be a senator or 2 brain sargeon
someday.”

And it’s easy to understand why so .
many of the local high school athletic
programs are perennially among the
best in the state once vou get to know
their coaches and athletic directors like
1 have.

I won't mention them by name for

HOMETOWN LIF D
Thanks for all the awesome memories

good times and bad.

Unforgetfable memories

T have held an Olympic medal,
thanks to Allison Schmitt. )

I have covered a Division 1 final foot-
ball game at Ford Field, thanks to the
Canton Chiefs.

I watched Plymouth’s brand-new
athletic program grow and flourish
before my eyes.

And I have learned that it’s pos-
sible to deal with life’s most daunting
adversity with courage, humor and
class from a man I consider a true hero

~ WRAPS

On Tuesday at University
Liggett, Plymouth Christian
Academy’s girls soccer team
- the No. 2-ranked team
in Division 4 — advanced
to the second round of the
District tournament with a
tension-packed, 2-1 double-
overtime shootout triumph
over Liggett.

Plymouth Christian
struck first when Brooke
Williams converted a pen-
alty kick. Liggett answered

Once I accepted the job, this sports- 1 will go forth with some incred- fear of excluding someone, but they're - the late Jeff Phillips. a short time later to even the

3
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loving writer instantly became more
than just the proverbial kid in the
candy store. I was Willy Wonka.

ible memories thanks to the countless
number of amazing coaches, athletes,
administrators and co-workers I've

winners not only because they know the
X’s and O’s of their sport, but because
they know how to inspire and lead in

Ilearned so much from my veteran

Please see WRIGHT, B4

Defense leads

Plymouth to
1-0 triumph

BY ED WRIGHT
0BSERVER STAFF WRITER

Not this time, Northville.

That was the message Plymouth's girls
soccer team emphatically delivered to the
Mustangs during Tuesday night’s thrilling
1-0 Wildcat victory in a first-round Division
1 District showdown at Northville High
School. .

With the win, Plymouth (12-3-1) halted-

a string of three straight season-ending
District losses to the Mustangs that dated
back to the spring of 2006..Just as impor-
tantly, coach Jeff Neschich’s team earned
a-ticket into Thursday’s 7 p.m. semifinal
clash against cross-campus foe Canton

at Northville. Salem will battle Livonia
Stevenson in the other semifinal set to kick
off at 5 p.m.

Senior forward Liz Koet’s rebound goal 10
minutes into the second half held up thanks
to an air-tight defensive effort by the ‘Cats
and out-of-this-world goal-keeping by sopho-
more Marissa Williams,

“This feels good,” said Williams, moments
after she stopped an estimated 20 Mustang
shots. “In practice the past week I was talk-
ing to our senjors — we have eight of them —
about how they've always drawn Northville
in the first or second round of Districts and
how they've never beaten them. It feels good
to finally do it, especially for the seniors.”

Williams’ most remarkable save came with
1:31 to play when Mustang forward Mallory
Weber managed to dribble within eight yards
of the net. The threat was wiped out when
Williams lunged to her left to suffocate a
hard, rising shot launched by Weber's right
leg.

“On a play like that, goalies are supposed
to stay near post to cut down the offensive
player’s angle and make them cross-over,”
explained Williams. “T started cheating a
little bit toward the post and fortunately for
me that’s where she went with the shot.”

Koet was understandably ecstatic
moments after one of the biggest victories in
her standout varsity soccer career.

“I've been waiting four years for this!” the
game’s lone goal-scorer said while flashing a
million-dollar smile. “To beat a state-ranked
team like Northville; this is huge.”

Koet described her goal better than any
ESPN play-by-play anncuncer could.

“McKenzie Hengesh crossed the ball, Kelly
Dobbs went for a header and their goalie

Piease see SOCCER, B3
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'PHOTOS BY BIEL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton senior Zane Birchler slides home with one of Canton’s 15 sixti-inning runs in its 20-0 triumph over Livonia Stevenson Tuesday
afternoon. Birchier went 2-for-3 with three runs scored. o

BY ED WRIGHT
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER.

Long ball, small ball, curve ball,
fast ball — you name it and the
Canton baseball team executed it to
near perfection Tuesday afternoon
in its pre-District contest against
Livonia Stevenson.

‘The Chiefs will be riding a tidal
wave of momentum into Saturday’s
District tournament at Plymouth
thanks to a resounding 20-0 white-
washing of the Spartauns, who fin-
ished 11-19.

The most impressive of Canton’s 18
hits was Alex Dixon’s lead-off, into-
the-wind home run in the top of the
fourth inning that cleared the 355
sign in left-center field by the length
of a Winnebago.

But just as damaging to the
Spartans were five Canton hits —
including three bunt singles — that
never left the infield.

“We lost a couple of games during
our seven-game losing streak (earlier
this month) because we couldn’t get
a bunt down,” said Canton coach
Mark Blomshield, whose team will
take a 22-11 mark into Saturday’s
District semifinal clash against

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTCGRAPHER

Plymouth's Liz Koet (left), pictured in a game earlier
this month against Westland John Glenn, scored the
only goal in the Wildcats’ 1-Q victary over Nerthville

Tuesday night.

Livonia Churehill. “So we started
spending more time in practice on
bunting. We told them no one on this
team is too good to bunt.

“the kids have-to believe that
it’s an important part of the game.
Today, they did the best job they've
done all year.”

Canton starting pitcher Kevin
Delapaz was nearly flawless on the
mound. The junior left-hander no-
hit the Spartans over the first five
innings by keeping them off-bal-
ance with an unpredictable blend of
sharp-breaking curve balls and mitt-
popping fast balls.

Delapaz was lifted for Dixon to
start the bottom of the sixth after
the Chiefs nearly short-circuited
their scoreboard with a 15-run sixth
frame during which they sent 19 bat-
ters to the plate. :

Chiefs' 20-0 win Tuesday afternoon.

“Our game plan going in was to
build a lead with Kevin in there and
have Alex come in and throw, too,”
said Blomshield. "We didn't want to
take Kevin out if it was 2-1. When we
scored 15 in the sixth, it was a per-
fect time to make a pitching change
because we want Kevin ready for

Saturday.”

The closest Stevenson came to pro-
ducing a hit was in the bottom of the
third inning when the speedy Josh
Strautz laid down what appeared
to be a perfect bunt between the

mound and first base.

However, Delapaz — despite the '
fact the momentum of his delivery
took him away from the ball — was
able to retire Strautz by gloving the
ball while lunging toward first and
flipping it with his mitt to first base-

man Cody Blakita.

“I'm not sure if there’s anybody else
who could have made that play,” said
Blomshield. “It was unbelievable.”

Delapaz struck out six and walked
just two. His efficiency was reflecied
by his five-inning pitch count: 60.

Dixon chalked up two K's and a
walk in his lone inning of work.

Jeff Sorensen suffered the loss for

Canton's Nick Sweda (IO) is congratulated by Tim Hemmelgarn after he scored a run in the

the Spartans, yielding four runs in
three-plus innings.

“We were short on pitching,
which is one reason we had a tough
year,” said Stevenson coach Rick
Berryman. “We had three sopho-
mores starting on the infield, so it's
& young group. We just have to find
some kids who can pitch.”

Junior third baseman Andrew
Tidwell paced the Chiefs’ hit parade
by going 4-for-5 with three runs
scored and an RBIL.

Dixon (3-for-4, five RBI) came
within a triple of hitting for the cycle. -

Canton senior center fielder Nick
Sweda had a prototypical game for
a lead-off hitter, reaching base four
times (twice after getting hit by
pitches), scoring twice and laying
down a slick sacrifice bunt in the
fourth. ‘

Other offensive standouts for the -
winners were Zane Birchler (2-for-

38, three runs, two RBI), Tomilenko
(2-for-4, three RBI, run}, Blakita (2-
for-4, two RBI, two runs) and senior
catcher Dan Stoney, who went 2-for--
4 with three RBI and three runs.
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contest at 1-1.

“The second half was very
tough and physical and both
teams did very well in keep-
ing the other from scoring,”
noted PCA coach Nathan

" Yates. ‘

Following a pair of score-
less 15-minute overtimes,
both teams scored on two

" of their first five shoot-out

attempts, which led to a
second shootout round. The
Eagles eventually prevailed
when freshman Amy Zinn
scored the only shoot-out
goal.

The Eagles advanced to
Friday’s District champion-
ship game against Lutheran
Westland.. .

Bucks edge Invaders,

The Michigan Bucks"
survived a'physical battle
on Memorial Day to escape
with a 1-0 soccer win over
the Indiana Invaders in
South Bend.

Following Saturday’s 3-0
victory over Cincinnati at
the Canton Cup, the Bucks
capitalized on a first-half
penalty kick from captain
Kevin Taylor as the differ-
ence in a game that featured
more than a half dozen yel-
low cards and two red cards
to the home side.

The Bucks escaped with
only ayellow card to Taylor,
but did see head coach Dan
Fitzgerald sent off in the
first half following a brief .
verbal disagreement with
the referee.

The result brings the
Bucks record to 2-1-1 (seven
points) in the USL's- Premier
Development League, but
leaves them out of the 2009
Lamar Hunt U.S. Open
Cup after Chicago beat Ft.
‘Wayne 1-0 on Saturday
to claim the Great Lakes
Division berth to the
nation’s cldest soccer tour-
nament.

The Bucks return home
Sunday, May 31, to host the
Toronto Lynx at Pontiac’s
Ultimate Soccer Arenas. .
Game time is 7:30 p.m.

For more information,
www.buckssoccer.com.

Bucks blank Cincy

Two University of
Michigan stars, Mauro
Fuzetti and Julian Robles
led the Michigan Bucks by
heading home goals during
the first half en route to a
3-0 win Saturday over the
Cincinnati Kings before
a crowd of 1,200 as part
of the Canton Cup Soccer
Tournament. ‘

The Bucks (1-1-1} evened
their PDL record with the
shutout win., )

Ag in the first two games
of the season, the Bucks
dominated time of posses-
sion during the first half,
but for the first time took
a more direct approach
toward goal.

The Bucks started the
scoring in the 32nd min-
ute when Dave Hertel
(Michigan State) crossed
a ball into the 6-yard box
where Fuzetti headed home
his first goal of the season.
The Bucks would continue
to press late in the first

1 . half when U-M teammates

Robles and Fuzetti hooked
up right before halftime,

Fuzetti’s corner kick
cleared the back post to the
tall defender, who burieda
perfect header in the side
netting for a 2-0 Bucks
lead.
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