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CONNECTION
Splish, splash

Canton Lejsure Services is
inviting everyone to come down,
cool off and help kick off the sum-
mer when it hosts a Splash Pad
Party from 5:30-8 p.m. Friday,
May 29, at Heritage Park.

This free event will also feature
dancing, games and crafts, as
well as alocal DJ spinning fam-
ily-friendly tunes. Canton Leisure
Service’s Mobile Rec team will
also be on hand with a rock climb-
ing wall and sports bouncer.

The Heritage Park splash pad has
a zero-depth surface that does not
hold standing water, so even small
children and toddlers can enjoy this
outdoor aquatic play area.

The splash pad is located just
east of The Summit on the Park.
For more information on the
Splash Pad Party or any of the
family fun events Canton Leisure
Services has to offer, visit canton-
fun.org or call (734) 394-5460.

Pins for Pencils

"The Change Exchange will hold
is first annual Pins for Pencils
bowling event to raise money
for two primary schools and an
orphanage outside of Kigali, .
Rwanda, on Sunday, May 31, at
Super Bowl Lanes in Canton.

The Change Exchange’s Web-
based program, Kids for Africa,
has inspired hundreds of children
across the United States and
England to take action. Hannah's
own students at Canton’s :
Workman Elementary are partici-
pating in the education-oriented
program and volunteering to
host fund-raising and awareness
events in the community.

Their Pins for Pencils event will
raise money to buy school supplies,
nateboaks, uniforms, and to pay
for school fees for children living in
extreme poverty in Rwanda.

Tickets to the event can be pur-
chased at the door for $15, and will

" include two games of bowling, shoe
rental, pop, and a stice of pizza. For
more information about the event
or the Change Exchange, visit www.
learntodream.org or send an e-mail
to contact@learntodream.org.

Bottle drive

Local residents can save them-
selves the hassle of returning cans
and bottles and support the Canton
Chiefettes pompon team at the
same time by donating returnables
to the squad during their spring
bottle drive on Satiirday, May 30.

The Chiefettes will travel around
neighborhoods in the Plymouth-
Canton school district from 10
a.1m. to 4 p.m. to collect returnable
bottles and cans. Supporters can
also drop off their returnable bot-
tles and cans to the Canton North
Building (also known as Phase 3)
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.

For more information, contact
Chiefette parent Kimberly Mabie

Podr economy forces Agape Christian Academy to close

BY TONY BRUSCATOQ
- OBSERYER STAFF WRITER

The Agape Family Worship Center an
Geddes Road in Canton Township has
been a part of Pastor Mark Moore’s life for
31 years.

It was he and his parents, Earl and Bobbi
Moore, who opened the doors of the church
in Plymouth in 1978. Five years later,
Agape Christian Academy began with 23
kindergarten and first graders, eventually
adding a grade each year until it became a
K-12 school with an enrollment reaching
a high of 310 students. Finally, there was a
move to Canton a dozen years ago.

A lot of blood, sweat and tears for the
Moore family which will soon become a
distant memory as the church and school
fall to circumstances not unlike many
homeowners in Canton, throughout

days of being current with the bank in
December they met with us and said they

it
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Michigan and the country.

Moore said the church and school are
being shuttered because of foreclosure
proceedings by Fidelity Bank in Dearborn,
despite his efforts to develop a plan to
catch up on a 60-day late mortgage pay-
ment. In fact, Moore said he was only three
days from being current on the mortgage
when the bank pulled the rug out from
under him.

“With the downturn in the economy we
started running into financial problems,”
admitted Moore. “We lost some of our base
and got behind in payments for the church
and school.

“Working with the bank we had a recov-
ery plan with them, but within three

Please see AGAPE, A2

It's.a quiet Frldav afternoon at Agape Chrsstlan Academy. The school will
close at the end of the schoal year.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Fighting for dignity

Family refuses o accept suicide
explanation for son’s death

BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

For Bill and Amy Piepsney, Dec. 12, 2008, start-
ed like any other day. It was a Friday, and they got
their two children off to school before leaving for
work. Hours later, however, the day turned into the
Canton couple’s worst nightmare,

Around 4 p.m.,
PIEPSHEY FAMILY FUND-RAISER their daughter
What: Bowling fund-raiser to called them to
report that their

support the Dustin Piepsney
Memorial Fund in conjunction
with the Canton Wrestling Club

13-year-old son
Dustin, an eighth-
grader at Bast

When: Saturday, May 30 (check.  Middle School,
inis at 7:30 p.m.; bowling begms Was missing.
at 8 p.m.} She knew he had
Where: Westland Bow!, 5940 N, ~ come %mme from
Wayne Road, Westland fl‘fh‘f’o because

) AN is jacket was on
Cost: 320 dongtlon [nc|udes thee . e Tloor and he
games of bowting, pizzaand pop  had brought in
- proceeds to help offset funeral  the mail when he
costs and to help start a scholar-  got home.
ship program in Dustin's name Bill and Amy
Other details: There will be both came home
raffles, 50/50 drawings and because it wasn't

S ) ke their son to

ot'heracgyitres. G_rqantzers.are ot be home and
stilt looking for prize donations oy tell anyone.
from lecal businesses (Cantan They called the
Wrestling Club tax [D number can  police and report-

ed a missing per-

be used for tax writeoffs). SIng P
son. While wait-

More info: Call Leanna Crum at

(248) 867-9576 or-Lori Gazdag at igifﬁ‘ff‘iﬁg fice
(734) 259-8431 family searched

the home. That’s
when Bill realized his .40-caliber handgun that he
kept locked up in his room was missing.

They called the police again to report the miss-
ing gun, and this time police officers arrived
fairly quickly. With the help of a K-9 dog, officers
searched the neighborhood and nearby woods and
park, but found nothing.

Shortly before midnight, Dustin’s grandfather,
who had come over to help with the search, heard
Dustin’s cellphone ringing in the field back behind
the family’s Beechwood Street home. He followed

Dustin Piepsney was active in many sports, including
wresting at East Middle School.

laying less than 50 yards behind their home, dead
with a gunshot wound to the head. The missing
gun was laying at his side.

Palice investigators arrived on the scene. Their
initial reports suggest they felt it was a suicide. In
fact, their reports aré labeled “Juvenile Suicide.”

_ Boguslaw Pietak of the Wayne County Medical -

Examiner’s office, who performed the postmortem
examination, came to the same conclusion, and |

at kmabie@comcast.net. the music, and found the unthinkable. Dustin was Please see Jusriu, A3 nary exam,
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SPORTS .. Bi infto Soccer Heaven only facility in the
this weekend as the Plymouth-Canton area _
For Home Canton Cup Tournament offering the breakthrough-
Delivery call: ha:;cac":r“ﬂ“’;l’s;'gf‘fl technology of the DRX 9000 for
(866) 887-2737 year's tourney, the 27th, Spinal Decompression Therapy. Find out
X, had nearly 380 teams how this advanced, state-of-the-art technology can

playing more 900 games
on 55 Canton Soccer
fields. Here the CSC Blue
Jays and the Plymouth
Tigers in the girls under
9 yellow division battle
in one of the first games
of the holiday weekend
on Friday. The finals wili
be piayed tomorrow.

Couple charged

- PTO.

" BILL BRESLER | S7AFF PROTOGRAPHER

alleviate lower back pain and other conditions related to
the spinal discs and vertebrae, such as sciatica and disc
hermatmn WITHOUT the need for surgeryT '
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with embezzling
funds from PTO

BY TONY BRUSCATO
CBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Canton Township couple has been
arraigned an charges they embezzled more
than $13,000 from the Fiegel Elementary

Kimberly and Robert Smith
were arraigned Monday
in 35th District Court in
Plymouth on one count each
of embezzlement of funds'
greater than $3,000 but less
than $20,000. Robert Smith
was also arraigned on an
additional charge of receiving
and concealing stolen prop-
erty greater then $1,000 but
less than $20,000.

Both crimes are felonies
that carry a penalty of five
years imprisonment and/or
2 $10,000 fine, or three
times the amount embezzled
or concealed, whichever is
greater.

“The PTO wrote acheck
to cover a balance to a fund-raising company
and when it bounced it set off an alarm,” said
Canton Township Police Sgt. Mark Gajeski.
“The principal (Jim Johnson) contacted Kim
Smith, the treasurer of the PTO, and said he
wanted all the records. She gave him every-
thing except the check book.” .

Gajeski said the investigation started in
March and culminated with the charges on
Monday. Gajeski said Kimberly Smith wrote
some checks to retail stares, though it’s not
known exactly what was purchased, and
some checks were written to her husband.

Bond forboth defendants was set at $5,000
personal by Judge Ronald Lowe. Their pre-
liminary exami is scheduled for May 29.

* Fiegel Principal Jim Johnson declined’
comment until he and the PTO meet with _
parents on Wednesday. Johnson said he and
PTO members plan to attend the prelimi- -

Robert Smith

Kimberly Smith

734-981-6969

WWW.gerou.com
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AG APE rally the troops.” Agape and we can share that ON THE AGENDA AHUUND CANTON
Fidelity Bank President love. We've been blessed with ' '
FROM PAGE Al Mike Ross declined to discuss ~ some great teachers,” she said. Canton Board of Trustees Falien heroes the fall semester.
specitics of the Agape mort- Graduation for 12th grad- The board will meet at 7 The Canton Veterans Colleges scheduled to

no longer wanted to do busi- gage. ers is Friday, with the lastday  p.m., May 26 at the Canton Memorial Association will attend are Davenport Online
ness with us,” he said. “we feel “We have suspended the of school for the remainder of Administration Building. hold its annual Memorial Learning, University of Phoenix-
like we were being targeted foreclosure proceedings,” said  students June10. | Agenda items include: Day ceremony at noon on Michigan, Central Michigan
because we were a church. Ross. “I discussed with Pastor “I don’t know when the Tast + Public hearing for s Class ~ Monday at the Canton University Extended, Eastern
Other nonprofits are still Moore some options he may service will be,” Moore said. - C liquor license with Sunday Veterans Memorial in Heritage  Michigan University, Wayne
doing business with them. have. He’s been pursuing those  “We're going to stay in the sales permit Park behind the Canton State University, Henry Ford
The bottom line is they served  and we're waiting to hear from  building a while longer. We and outdoor service permit - Administration Building, Commmnity College, Schoolcraft
us with foreclosure papers in him.” still plan to have Vacation to be located at 4171 8. Canton John Spencer of the . College, Madonna University,
February and said we were Kristin Organ and her fam-  Bible School in June. We'll Center. ‘ _ Canton Veterans Memorial Lawrence Technological
going up for sheriff’s sale in ily moved from Toronto to probably stay until sometime » Appointment to the Canton  Association said the ceremony  University, University of Michigan-
March.” Canton three years ago, away  in the fall unless we are kicked  Planning Commission. will last approximately 20 Dearborn, Walsh College Troy,

Moore said he was unable from family and friends. out before then.” « Consider reappointment minutes, and include the Concordia University, Washtenaw
to find other financing forthe  Finding Agape was a god- Moore said there are a of Downtown Developiment Pledge of Allegiance, a prayer, ~ Community College, ITT
$3.5 million mortgage, but send. couple of interested parties in  Authority board members. apd Spencer reading the Technical Institute, Art Institute
three weeks ago he received a “These people became our the building, which is on the « Award bid for the renova-  names of Canton's servicemen  of Michigan and Kaplan Institute.

call from bank president, Mike
Ross, wanting to help.

“We had already announced
the school was closing and we
have 180 students now try-
ing to find another school, 30
people without jobs and 350
church members trying 4o find
& new place to worship,” Moore
said. “It was too Jate for me to

Tiekat Kiask 8 Tiokets Online

734.844-3456
Eord Rd.
1 Mila West of IKEA

THEATERS

"~ DETROIT’S BEST
MOVIE DEAL
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*4.25 1.*5.00
ALL SEATS

EXCEPT AGULT EVENING rot valid ot Fathom Events or Digital 30

family, it’s like home for us,”
said Organ, who is PTO presi-
dent. “Pastor Moore has been a
real rock, and it’s very sad and
frustrating to hear the details
of what happened. It breaks
my heart.

“God always has a plan, and
if it’s meant to be somewhere
else ... We were very loved at

market for $4.7 million: .

“We will try to sell most of
what we can ... school desks,
lockers ... and we'll try to relo-
cate,” added Moore. “We had
a church in Plymouth offer to
share their building. It's the
end of an era for us.”

toruscato@homeatownlife.com | (313) 222:2637

SNOWTIMES 5/22 -5/28 3 No pasaes

LO NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE
SMITHSONIAN (PG}

11:00, 12:00, 1:30, 2:30, 4:00, 5:00, &:30,
7:30, §:00, 9:50

FRISAT LS 11:30 ~

& DANCE FLICK (PG-13)

11:40, 1:40, 3:40, 5:40, 7:40, 940
FRISAT LS 11:40

O TERMINATOR: SAEVATION (PG-13)
11:10, 1:50, 4:25, 7:00, 9:30

FRI/SAT LS 12:00

ISTAR TREK (PG-13)

11:15, 2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (PG-13)
11:08, 1:45, 4:20, 6:50, 9:15

FRISAT LS 11:45

IGHOST OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG-13)
12:25, 2:55, 5:18, 7:35, 9:55
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CAMP MIRAGE

T34~ 420 - 44,55

34500 5 Mile Plymouth

Download the 2009 Brochure @
W, mn{pmir ﬂgﬁ. com|

CAMP MIRAGE

43 Specialiy-Day -
&amw for Children -
Pges 4-14
Al smaass;ecba_xs
Animel Planet Field Trip. -
Backyard Sports -
Gircus Gamp

Giﬂs Rute, Bays ﬂmol
Golf

" Horsehack Riding
indiana Jones
“intettor Besign

'Frumy Fingﬂ F#eid ﬁlp

Seuba '-
Soecer
Survivor Camp
Fribal Wars

Wild' Rockets
Freme Fieiﬁ‘mp
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tion to the cell block intake

-center.

+ Consider waiving the bid
and award security system
upgrade for cell block renova-
tions

« Award contract for consult-
ing services to assess all canton
facilities for ADA Compliance.

» Approve purchase of Avid
Digital Editing System for
cable studio.

» Budget adjustments.

Please recycle
th;’isnewspa- r

lost in the Civil War, World
War 1, Vietnam and Iraq.
The Plymouth-Canton
Chapter of the Vietnam
Veterans of America (Chapter
528) will also have represen--
tatives on hand with a color
guard and arifle salute.

College night

Need information about
local options for college? The
Canton Public Library is host-
ing a College Night Open
House on June 1, from 7-8:30
p.m. Come by and get infor-
mation from 16 local colleges,
including community colleges
and schools with online and
alternative education pro-
grams. Learn about financial
aid, admissions, degree pro-
grams and transfer credits. It's
not too late to make plans for

No registration is neces-
sary. Call (734) 397-0999 for
more information. The Canton
Public Library is located at
1200 8. Canton Center Road.

Canton Soccer Club

The Canton Soccer Club
will hoid a special meeting for
its members at 8 p.m., May
27 at the Summit on the Park
{(PDC Room). At this meeting
the members will be asked to
vote on the proposed by-laws
changes of the Canton Soccer
Club. You must be in atten-

- dance at this special meeting

in order to vote. There is one
vote per team. In an effort

to pursue these changes the
executive board will accept the
votes of those in attendance.
For more information, please
visit cantonsoccerclub.com.

Vintners Canton Winery

8515 N. Lilley Rd 734-35&-9&63 ‘www.vintnerscantan.com

ﬁ |s For Amarone I]mner Eelebratmh

May 30 7:00 p.m.
WINNER OF 7-MEDALS—2009 WineMaker Magazme

(Reservations anly — 34 quests)

Dinner featuring foods of the Venets area of ltaly - home of Amarone!

Catered by A Family Affair Catering Dinner served with 3 Gold Medal Wines including 2008 Amarone

GOLD MEBAL\_AMARI]NE batch awarded to a dinnar guest! Value $400.00

m 296 11 FORD ROAD »
. 734-266~

LARGEST

ARIZONA
ICED TEA

Assorted 1 gallon .

Exp. 6-3-09

GRADUATION

SELECTION

29611 Ford Road * Garden Citye73 266-9300

Tax & sale itams excludad » With this ad » One coupon per customer « Expires 6-3-09

FORD ROAD

MERRIMAN
MIDDLEBELT

CHERRY HILL

SPRING WATER
by DANNON

24 pack, 16.9 oz. ® Limit 4
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DUSTIN

FROM PAGE Al

*listed the cause of death as

suicide,
For the family, this just
didn’t make any sense. Their

photos taken at the scene and
during the autopsy, Morrow
came to a startling conclu-
sion.

Based primarily on blood
patterns, he concluded
Dustin’s body had been
moved four to five feet away

it is possible that he didn’t
realize there was a bullet

in the chamber of the gun.
They also think someone was
with Dustin, which Morrow’s
report would seem to suggest.

Morrow also concluded that .

it was an accidental shooting,

. Santomauro, the main evi-

. from where the main blood
spot was found and, in his
opinion, where he had been
shot. Blood had also run
down Dustin’s face, despite
the fact that when he was
found he was laying face
up. The gun was also found
on the left side of the body,
despite the fact that the
autopsy showed the bullet
entered the right side of his
head.
“It is this 1nvest1ga.t0r ]

opinion that the victim fell
face down with the head
landing where the large blood

son was a good student, active
in sports, and didn’t have

any enemies that they knew
of. Still, they accepted what
the police were telling them,
thotugh they didn’t understand
it.

As their grief began to give
way to disillusion, the family
started to try to piéce together
why their son would take his
own life. Nothing added up to
that, however. There was no
suicide note, and no witnesses.

DOESN'T ADD UP

" Ag far as they knew, their
son was not upset about any-
thing. He was active in sports,
including being a promi-
nent member of the Canton
Wrestling Club. The last
morning they saw him alive,
he talked about going to see
his 10-year-old sister Ashley’s
play at school later that day.
The Piepsneys also know,

Dustin Piepsney

wound to the head, meaning
the gun barrel was placed
directly against Dustin’s head
when it was fired.

Although Boguslaw did not
return calls for this story, his
report draws the same con-
clusion.

For the Piepsneys, however,
there were too many other
unanswered questions.

“We know our kids inside
and out. He didn’t sit in his
room by himself and brood,”
Amy Piepsney said. “We
talked about everything with
Dustin, We would've known
something was wrong. And
even if we didn’t, someone

flow stopped shortly there-
after,” the report reads. “The
body was turned over and
moved to the southwest with-
in an hour’s time frame.”
Jimmy Moore, former
chief of police in Ypsilanti
and owner of J.F. Moore and
Associates, refused to discuss

having spoken to kids herode  would have known some- the report, but did say his
the bus with, that he was thing.” staff agreed with Morrow’s
goofing around on the way The more they thought findings.

“I'm a lecturer of crime
scene investigation at EMU
and Washtenaw Community
College. The people who work
for me are all retired police
officers. We know what we're
doing,” he said. “In this case,
we agree with the lead inves-
tigator (Morrow).”

The findings stunned
the family, who then

home from school. And he
was even playing Xbox with

a friend (from another loca~ -
tion) shortly before his sister
got home. That friend eventu-
ally told police that Dustin

about everything, the more
they felt the police jumped to
a conclusion because of what
they found at the scene.

- “If Dustin was here today, -
he would kick us for accepting
abruptly ended the game by the conclusion that he com-
saying, “T've got to go.” mitted suicide,” Bill Piepsney

The police say they inter- said.
viewed neighbors, teachers, “It makes me angry and
friends, family members and  ashamed that suicide was
other students at East Middle even a consideration in my
School. Nobody could believe  mind. It infuriates me that
or had a reason why Dustin I could have thought that,”

Department to take another
~ look at the case, They agreed

would commit suicide. “Amy added. to, according to Schreiner.
“We found no evidence They even enlisted the help of
of him being despondent or A SECOND OPINION a Michigan State Police blood

distressed,” said Sgt. Dave
Shreiner, one of the detectives
on the case. “We didn’t find
any notes. We didn’t find any
evidence of disputes or bully-
ing. Typically these are things
you expect to find. But they
are not popping up.

The family felt they weren't
getting the answers from
Canton police, so they decid-
ed to come up with the money
to hire a private investigator.

“We owed it to Dustin to
exhaust every resource to
find the truth. If the conclu-

“We looked at alot of theo-  sion was the same, then that's
ries. We had to stay focused what it is,” Amy Piepsney
on what evidence we had and  said,
what the scene provided us,” They hired J.F. Moore and
he added. Associates, and investigator

And according to Canton Joseph Motrow — a retired
Public Safety Director John detective from the Westland
Police Department — took
on the case. Afterexamining

splatter expert to take a look
at Morrow’s findings.

A representative with the
state police would only con-
firm that they are indeed
looking at the case, but they

AN ACCIDENT OR SUICIDE?
While the family hasn’t
completely ruled out that
there could have been foul
play involved, they think it is
likely that their son acciden-
tally shot himself. The clip
in the gun was empty when

denee police have is a contact police found it. They think

spot was located and all blood

approached the Canton Police

have yet to conclude a report. -
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most likely self-inflicted.

On Thursday, Santomauro
and Canton Supervisor Phil
LaJoy met with the family.
Santomauro admitted to the
family that there were mis-
takes made, particularly in
the response time to the ini-
tial call the family made. He:
said two people have already -
been suspended for their

.actions. He also said the case

has made the department re-
evaluate how it will approach
similar cases in the future.

However, he is satisfied
that his investigators did a
good job on the case.

“From an investigation
standpoint, I'm comfortable
we've done enough — not only
once, but twice,” Santomaure
said. “We just don’t have any

- evidence to support a homi-

cide. There is no evidence that
there was anyone else there.

“We know he did it, but
the question is why. We can’t
answer that. And I think that
is what is bothering the fam-
ily so much,” Santomauro
added.

The Piepsneys will never
accept their son killed himself
on purpose. Their hope is that
someone will come forward
with information that will
help them know the truth.

A couple of menths ago,
the family moved from their
home on Beechwood, unable
to live with the constant
reminder of their son’s death.
They moved into a condomin-

-ium a couple of miles away off

of Canton Center Road. Bill
Piepsney said they still love
the Canton community and
wanted to stay. But he said
they will never quit fighting
for their son’s legacy.

“My mission is not to point
out what the Canton Police
Department did wrong. My
mission is to prove it wasn’t
a suicide, the way the public
thinks of suicide,” he said. “AH
he has left is his name and his
integrity and dignity. That’s
what we're fighting for. The
conelusion that he committed
suicide is unacceptable to us.”

kkuban@hometawnlife.com | (313 222-6714

Core Rhythms Creators
Julia Powers
12 time U.S. Champion
- &

Joanna Kitnitz
10 time International Champion

NO Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! NO Membership Fees! ——

Pay only for the sessions you use! Cali now to schedule your FREE introductory workout!

Newcomers ma charitable donation

The Canton Newcomers donated $2,250 to The Senior Atliance
through funds raised at their monthly chapter meeting and through
their Mom 2 Mom sale that took place back in March. Here Newcomer
-President Kelly Olszewski (left) presents a check to Lori Tooles-

" Carrington, program specialist for The Senior Alliance. The Canton
Newcomers raise funds through muitiple activities in the Canton
community. Donations are disbursed numerous times a year by vote
of the membership board. For more information about the program or
the Newcomers — a social, civic, and charitable organization designed
to acquaint area residents with other residents in the.Canton area
= visit hitp: //cantonnewcomers org.
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NOW;T Arthur MUrray!

FIRM UP FAST

Losing inches has-never been so fast...
and so much fun! The passion and techmque
of World Champion Rhythm & Latin dancers; -
packed into the— perfect fltn 55 syste

Core Rhyth ms is the revnl utionary exefcise’ concept
that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your
heart rate, while toning and tightening your
entire core. You'll be swept away while-
getting a360° total core workout.

CALL TODAY

Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready, .
exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios.

Call today and schedule your first session.

7S

Frarushizad Dance Bodics

Learn to Dance
Ballroom . Latin ¢ Social

Certified Instructors
& Private Lessons

Franchised Dance Studios

42000 Six Mile Rd., Suite 250

Northville

{between Northville Rd. & Haggerty)
248.349.1133

1926 South Telegraph Rd.

Bioomfield
(next to Carl’s Golfland)

248.338.6390
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Three teams from Canton Charter Academy won TARDEC development grants during the World Robofest

Championship held at Lawrence Technological University in Southfield.

Academy teams tops at annual Robofest

Three teams sponsored by
Canton Charter Academy
won U.S. Army development
granis during the 10th annual
World Robofest Championship
recently held at Lawrence
Technological University in
Southfield.

The Joint Center for
Roboties at the Tank

" Automotive Research,

Development and Engineering
Center (TARDEC) in Warren
awarded grants to teams dem-
onstrating creative and inno-
vative robotics projects with
entrepreneurship components.
“Events like Robofest
are important to TARDEC
because they help us lay the
groundwork for the future of
Michigan’s engineering and
technical workforce,” said

L

Now

.7.'_‘;:44 mea’zf' - praftz_"

Electronic medical files li king
you to the Beaumont systemn

Mm‘t insurance plans z:zccepted ]

Br Samuel Fawaz ,_

today B make an appomtment, o

Bernard Theisen, project man-
ager for outreach at the Joint
Center for Robotics. “Robotics
is a multidisciplinary field, so
students are exposed to the
computer science, electrical
engineering, mechanical engi-
neering, physics, and math
disciplines.”

Robofest, founded by
Lawrence Tech professor CJ
Chung, is an international
competition of autonomous
robots ~ computer-pro-
grammed to act independently
and not radio-controlled. The
competition encourages stu-
dents to have fun while learn-
ing principles of computer
science, physics, math, engi-
neering and technology. This
year some 1,700 students from
10 states and five countries

As a board-certified internist spécializ-
ing in a whole-person approach 1o adult
medicine, Dr. Samuel Fawaz makes the
perfect primary care physiclan, bringing

expertise, compassion and advocacy.t to L
his medical care. He provides ...

Health screenings, physical exams
Preventive health care -~ :
Chtonic disease managemcnt
Evemng and Saturday. Qﬁicé Iwurs

accepting » Electronic prescriptions
© new sent to your pharmacy
; J  *'The latest technology
. p dthﬂfS - to offer better, faster
' diagnoses

Napier Rd.

participated.

The three Canton teams
competed in the junior divi-
sion (grades 5-9). One three-
student team named TILT
{Technology in Layman’s
Terms) built a pinball-type
game that moves in concert
with a player who is seated
on a large exercise ball. The
Desert Eagles created an eco-
friendly RoboRecycler that
sorts recyciables into catego-
ries.

CCA’s Dawg Botz wona

People’s Choice Award with

CART (Carrying Autonomous
Robotic Technology). This
multipurpose robot uses infra-
red light to follow a person

by employing ultrasonic and
infrared sensors to avoid hit-
ting obstacles,

Salz R

50439 Independence Road
Canton, VH 48188

§
&)
&J

inds;sendema St

Denton Bd.

]
Chsarey, Hill B,

Sport Science, the popular
television series featuring
WSU's associate professor of
biomedical engineering and
Plymouth resident Cynthia
Bir won two of the five Sports
Emmys it was nominated for -
recently at Lincoln Center in
New York City.

The Sport Science team
took home awards for
Outstanding Graphic Design
and Qutstanding New
Approaches and was nomi-
nated for Outstanding Edited
Sports Series/Anthology,
Cutstanding Technical Team
Studio and Outstanding
Production Design/Art
Design. Sport Science also
was nominated last year for
four Sports Emmys and won
for Outstanding Graphic
Design.

The series, which is in its
second season, brings pro-
fessional sports stars and
scientists to Sport Science’s
elaborate sportis laboratory
in Los Angeles 1o test athletic
prowess and feats of the hlgh-
est level.

This season’s first episode
tested what generates more
power - natural adrenaline
or an adrenaline shot, with
mixed martial arts fighter
Houston Alexander agreeing
to be injected with a dose of
epinephrine.

“The shows are appreciated
by a lot of different audiences,
different age groups and back-
grounds,” said Bir. “In'all the
shows we've applied the tools
developed in the lab to record,
measure and map the speed,
force and range of the human
bedy, specifically the athlete.
The final product is not only
entertaining, but educational.”

Last season the show caught
thie attention of many science
teachers who then used it as
a teaching tool. This year,
Wayne State University is pro-
viding science teachers with a

curriculum based on segments

of the show.

Sport Science airs Sundays
at 9 p.m. on Fox Sports
Network.

Party walk-through

The committee shephard-
ing the Senior All Night Party
at the Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park hosts a
walk-through for underclass-
man parents and any other
parents wishing to see what is
involved in creating the party,
held annually for seniors.

The walk-through takes
place 6:30-7:30 p.m. Sunday,
June 7 (the night of the
event) at Salem High School,
Students are not allowed at
the walk-throngh.

The committee is also still

arprises of the
naw Chippewa Indisn
Tribe of Michigan

e o vl Do

THE NOTEBOOK

in desperate need of parent
volunteers to work the night
of the event, which starts at 9
p-m. and runs through 3 a.m.
Any adult, 25 years of age or
older, is welcome to volunteer.

Volunteers can sign up at
www.pcepseniorparty.notlong,
com

College night

Need information about
local options for college? The
Canton Public Library is host-
ing a College Night Open
House on June 1, from 7-8:30
p-m. Come by and get infor-
mation from 16 local colleges,
including community colleges
and schools with online and
alternative education pro-
grams. Learn about financial
aid, admissions, degree pro-
grams and transfer credits. It’s
not too late to make plans for
the fall semester.

Colleges scheduled to
attend are Davenport Online
Learning, University of
Phoenix-Michigan, Central
Michigan University
Extended, Eastern Michigan
University, Wayne State
University, Henry Ford
Community College,
Schooleraft College, Madonna
University, Lawrence
Technological University,
University of Michigan-
DPearborn, Walsh College
Troy, Concordia University,
Washtenaw .Community
College, ITT Technical
Institute, Art Institute
of Michigan and Kaplan

- Institute.

No registration is neces-
sary. Call (734) 397-0999 for
more information. The Canton
Public Library is located at
1200 8. Canton Center Road.

Science, math camps

New Morning School
announces two offers for this
suminer’s sizzling summer sci-
ence and math camps:

» Need-based scholarships
are still available. These schol-
arships will be awarded on
an individual basis, and may
include one week or multiple
week camp packages, depend-
ing on a family’s unique
circomstances. The scholar-
ship also includes before and
after camp care. To apply, call
734.420.3331 or.download the
Summer Science and Math
Camp Registration Form from
the school’s Web site, www,
newmorningschool.com.

* Visitors can also visit the .
Web site at www.newmorn-
ingschool.com to download a
coupon good for 10 percent off
any two camp registrations.

Play more, drive fess.

When you're looking for bno game action,

fook no farther than $ Ea nding

C.mnc' in Standich. Fro

fun at "Iir igan’s bu._s! Up
188 to M-

~ afriend, or register your child

. 3 - 5 include Space Travel,

. of Plymouth~-Canton High

Register siblings, register with_

for multiple camps.

For 19 years, New Morning ;
School has offered a variety of i
enriching summer science and :
math camps for children ages
3 to 11. Fun and stimulating
topics for young children ages

Beach Blanket Bingo, and _
Fairies. Themes for children L4
ages 6 - 11 include Magic i
Mystery Tour and Advanced
Legos.

Albion grads

The following local students
were among the 453 graduates
from Albion College:

» Matthew Baciak graduated
cum laude, receiving a degree
in philosophy and political sci-
ence, with a concentration in
the Gerald R. Ford Institute
for Public Policy and Service
and Law, Justice and Society.
Baciak was one of only 34
students to receive a degree
with Albion College Honors,
by completing special Honors
Institute requirements and .
writing a senior thesis. The -
honor of cum laude signifies
that Baciak graduated with a
cumulative grade point aver-
age above 3.5,

Matthew Baciak is the
son of Jan and Ilona Baciak
of Canton and a graduate:
of Plymouth-Canton High
School. o

+ Anthony Bosco received a | :
degree in political science with
a minor in English. Bosco is i
the son of Donald and Gina
Bosco of Plymouth and a grad-
uate of Catholic Central ngh
School.

s Gregory Calabrese
received a degree in sociology ~
and political science, with a ;
concentration in the Gerald :
R. Ford Institute for Public
Policy and Service and Law,
Justice and Society. Calabrese
is the son of James and Jean
Calabrese of Canton and a
graduate of Plymouth-Canton
High School.

» William Fitzsimmons
graduated cum laude, receiv- o
ing a degree in biology with :
a minor in chemistry. The
honor of cum lande signifies
that Fitzsimmons gradu-
ated with a cumulative grade
point average above 3.5,
William Fitzsimmons is the
son of Joseph and Julie A.
Fitzsimmons of Canton and a
graduate of Plymouth-Canton
High School.

+ Ashley Van Esley received
a degree in art. Van Esley
is the daughter of Joseph
and Elizabeth Van Esley of
Plymouth and a graduate

Schooi

Winning Comes Natarally.
" 2690 Waorth Road, Snnda h Mi
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Wilcox winners

Fou'ndation hands out

Jack Wilcox, a life-long resident
of the City of Plymouth, died June
30, 2000. Prior to his death,
he established and fonded the
Wilcox Foundation.

Continuing to fulfill Jack
Wilcox’s desire to benefit the
Plymouth/Canton Community,
encourage interest in local his-
tory and assist in the education
of youth, the Wilcox Foundation
announced the continuation of
ascholarship program for the
Plymouth/Canton School District
high school seniors.

Actotal of $25,500 was awayded
last week to 18 Plymouth-Canton
area students who researched,
then wrote an essay based on a
lesser known founding person or
family of the Plymouth-Canton
community.

Three Plymouth-Canton edu-
cators and three members of the
Plymouth-Canton Cornmunity
served on the panel of judges -
which selected the scholarship
recipients.

According to Win Schrader, a
member of the Wileox Foundation
Comrnittee and director of the
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Decorative
Cocks

AIIArt Markers

§25k in scholarships

Scholarship Program, the pro-
gram, untlike many scholarship
programs, is not aimed solely at
the top academic students, but
ratheris interested in promoting
broad participation by Plymouth-
Cantoq youth in learning about
the history of Plymouth and
Canton.

Accordingly, he said, the crite-
ria for selecting the participants
is centered argund the time and
effort put into research, resource-
tulness in tracking down sources
of information and interest shown
bythestudent.

Staffers at Canton, Salem and
Plymouth High Schools assisted
in promoting and administering
the program, but participation
was open to all high school seniors
who reside in the Plymouth-
Canton school distriet.

Judging determined the recipi-
ents of the scholarships in the
amounts $2,000 for first place
and $1,500 for second place. In
addition, a random drawing pro-
vided $1,000 scholarships to the
remaining recipients. The purpose
of the random drawing, Schrader
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Wilcox Scholarship winners from Canton High School included (from ieff)
Dom Bonell, Achala Gopal, Emily Nairn, Julia Bank, Paige Babala, Jill Hakala
and Maggie DePentu.

Wilcox Scho!arshrp winners from
Plymouth High School ingluded
Bhavika Patel, Katherine Hagar and

Wilcox Schelarship winners from
Salem High School incivded {from left)

Kaya Dobson, Matt Devey and Katie  Alison Huey.
Janda. Not pictured: Chelsea Bitter.

According to Schrader, the
said, was to "assure that every par- purpose driving this program is to
ticipant had an absolutelyequal ~ encourage intepest in and knowl-
chance of receiving a scholarship  edge about Plymouth history, irre-
award.” spective of a student’s class stand-
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SCHOLARSHIP SUCCESS -

Here are the winniers of the nlimax ?au»ndatmn Si:hn%arsh;psan _-their
schools:

«Cantor High Schoot - Jil Hakala, $1000; Paige Eabala, $1000: ﬂemtme
Bonell, $1,500; Emity Noirn, $1,000; Jutia Bank, STG@G Mamaret DePenfu.
§1.500; Achala Gopal, $1500.

+ Salem High Schoot - Kaya Dobson, $2,000; ﬁheisea Brtter 52 ﬁﬂﬂ
Matthew Devey, $2,000; i@at‘hryn Janda, 31500, ©

« Plymouth: High School - Bhavika Patel, $1, 040; Allson Huerr. 51 SQG
Katherine Hagar, $2.080, -~ -
« Mercy High Schoot - Aiieqra Wrocklage, 51 500; ﬁmma Frmi(e .S!-‘ﬁ(m

» Unive rsrty ef aetrort Braneon Yanrk $1 5@0 Rerd Wartwm $ 900
ing. The awards may be used for Foundation definitely assures
any form of post high schooledu-  Plymouth and Canton school
cation, including trade schools. district students some help.
Additional contest information Hopefully it will also give the par-
is available in the Counseling ticipants an appreciation for local
Offices of the Canton, Plymouth  history and encourage additional
and Salem High Schools. interest. With alittle effort on

“Financial aid is becoming each student’s part, each student

inereasingly difficult to obtain,” has an equal chance to receive an
Schrader said. “The Wilcox award.” ‘ ,
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‘Treasure hunting every day’

St Vincent de Paul thrift store offer bargains in hard times

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERYER STAFF WRITER

Shoppers feeling the economic
pinch can find what Michael
Saine considers a treasure trove
inside the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul thrift store he manages
in Westland.

Consuners can find brand-
name clothing, Noritake crystal,
televisions, Haviland Limoges
china, books, furniture, cap-
puccino machines, sports cards,
games, wedding dresses, vinyl
records and a Cinderella music
box among the thousands of

the store, located in a shopping
cernter on the northwest eorner of
Wayne and Hunter roads.

More important in a tough

-econorny, shoppers pay a fraction

of what it would cost themto |
buy the items new, and it’s all for
a good cause. The Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, with 10 stores
in southeast Michigan alone,
spends 92 cents for every dollar
it earns to provide food, clothing,
shelter, youth camps and other
gervices to people in neéd.

Under the umbrella of the
Archdiocesan Council of Detroit,
the local organization receives its
merchandise from donors and
then sells it to bargain-hunters
who need to stretch a dollar,
especially as Michigan battles a
12 percent unemployment rate,

“It’s a perfect redistribution
of wealth without government -
intervention,” Saine said. -

He manages the store with six

25% Off All Surg

5% Oﬂ All Vetermary Procedures

New Clients Bnly

10657 Beuevmenoad « Beileville

K E«Located in the Bellevilie Print Plaza o Just N. of I- 94@; :
gﬁg Across from McDonalds

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Victoria White, a 13-year-old Westland resident and Livonia Emersdn Middle
School student, works at the Society of 5t. Vincent de Paul thrift store as part
of a service project through her youth group at St. Theodere Cathofic Church.

employees, including assistant
managers Sharonda Smiley and
Barbara Flood, and volanteers
like 22-year-old Westland mom
Christina Peterson, who stops in
two or three days a week fo hang
up clothes, put price tags on mer-
chandise and help reorganize

displays.

“I also shop here for my kids’
clothing and toys,” she said. “You
can't beat the prices.”

A worldwide organization, the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
was started 175 years ago and
has operated in the Detroit area
for 121 years. In this region alone,
it helps some 100,000 peoplea
year.

Saine also proudly described
the charity as environmen-

ical Procedures

Call for an appointment

o BEOReEgTA1

tally friendly, saying the stores
“recycle” merchandise every
week that might otherwise end
up in landfills. Moreaver, it only
accepts appliances and other
items that work and don't need
repairs because, Saine said, it
wouldn't be fair to sell broken
goods that “economically chal-
lenged” patrons would have to
spend money to fix,

Shoppers can find a nearly
new couch for $100, a brand-
name T-shirt as low as $1,
Haviland Limoges china for
$1.99 a piece and wedding gowns
for well under $100 — a price
that “doesn’t take a bite out of
Dad’s pocket” as he helps his
daughter prepare for her big day.

“We're not out to pick any-
body’s pocket,” Saine said.

People who want to donate
to the organization can take
items like clothing directly to the
stores or arrange 1o have bigger
merchandise, such as furniture,
picked up by calling the Society’s
toll free number at (877) 788-
4623. The Westland store, locat-
ed at 6613 N, Wayne Road, can
bereached at (734) 729-3088.

Much more information, includ-

ing how to make a monetary
donation, is available online at
www.svdpdet.org.

For those who merely want a
good deal, the store hours are
9 aun. to 8 p.m. daily except for
Sundays when it’s noon to 5 p.m.
As Saine put it, “it’s treasure
hunting every day”

Dance Classes for All Ages

Ages 21/2 - Adult

Recreational and COmpetltlve Classes Available

Ballet.
‘Cecchetti
Tap
Jazz
Hip Hop
Lyrical
Modem
Pointe

Pom
Ballroom

Preschool Combo
Adult Recreational

Pilates

[

Foat ng” professiona! dance ﬂuors absnrb shock to
help prevent mjuraes '

H:ghly quahﬂed fﬁ _ndi f, pmfessianai teachers w:th
trainmg ina broad range of drscmlmes.

"+ Combo classes for dancers ages 2 1/2 5 mmbine
ballet tap, jazz and acro ;

Mumple class and fam:iy dfsceunts. ,

541 S Mill e Plymouth, MI 48170
The corner of Ann Arbor Trail and Mill (Lilley)

734.207.8970

www.MetroDanceCompany.com

Follow us on Twitter!

www.Twitter.com/MetroDance
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Residents support team’s effort to fight cancer

Lauren and Carley
Zimmerman of Plymouth
have organized a fund-raiser
at Canton’s Max & Erma’son
Wednesday, May 27 to raise -
money for the Michigan Breast
Cancer 3-Day.

The sisters, along with their-
cousin, Janine Owen of South
Lyon, have created a tearn called
Knobby’s Knockers and will-
walk in this years Breast Cancer
3-Day. The three-day, 60-mile
walk benefiting Susan G. Komen
for the Cure and the National -
Philanthropic Trust Breast
Cancer Fund requires months of
physical and.financial prepara-
tion, challenge and triumph.
Participants commit to raising
$2,300 in order to participate
and follow a four- to six-month
physical training program.

“I decided to participate in
this year’s Breast Cancer 3-Day
after watching my Momdo it
last year. Seeing her go through
the training and then the acfual
walk itself was so inspiring,”
said Zimmerman. “With Susan
G. Komen for the Cure and the
National Philanthropic Trust
as beneficiaries of the Breast
Cancer 3-Day, I know I'm
accomplishing this by helping
ensure funding is available for
important research, educa-
tion and community health
programs. I hope to exceed the
fund-raising goal with out fund-
raiser.”

Breast cancer will affect one
in eight women in the U.S.
and breast cancer knows no
boundaries—~be it age, gender,
socio-economic status or, more
broadly, the state of the economy.
Michigan residents like the
ladies of Knobby’s Knockers
recognize the need for continued
support of charitable causes as

Sisters Lauren and Carley
Zimmerman of Plymouth and their
cousin, Janine Owen of South Lyen,
have organized a fund-raiser at
Canton's Max & Erma's to raise
money for the Michigan Breast
Cancer 3-Day.

both a broad effort and for per-
sonal reasons alike,

“The economy is bad, but
breast cancer doesn’t care about
the economy, so we can't let that
stop us,” said Zimimerman. “Tt
is and very rewarding to know
our commitment has brought so
many people together in support
of our team’s bold efforts to raise
funds to end breast cancer.”

All day, Max & Erma’s of
Canton (at Ford Road and
Canton Center) will donate 20
percent of all receipts to support
Knobby’s Knockers walk in the
Breast Cancer 3-Day. Diners
must bring a ticket; without it,

" the restaurant will not honor the

fund-raiser. Tickets can be found
at www.knobbysknockers.webs.
com to print off the ticket.

Patterson supports Ducks

Senator Bruce Patterson’s (R-
Canton; legislation that offers a
Ducks Unlimited fund-raising
license plate passed the Senate
‘Wednesday.

Ducks Unlimited is a non-
profit organization dedicated to
the preservation and restoration

of wetland habitat for waterfowl,
Since its formation in 1937, they .
have conserved approximately
12.3 million acres of waterfowl
habitat in the United States,
Canada and Mexico, inclading .
over 50,000 acres in Michigan.
They have identified the Great
Lakes system as a priority for
wetlands and waterfowl conser-
vation,

“l am a proud membeér of the
Michigan Chapter of Ducks
Unlimited,” Patterson said. “As
a conservationist, I fully sup-
port their efforts to make this
state and all of North America a
better place to co-exist with our
feathered friends.”

The state does not subsidize
the cost of fund-raising license
plates. Ducks Unlimited would
raise the $15,000 start up fee
and then the organization would
receive the proceeds from the
sale of the plates,

Senior fitness

The Plymouth Community
Council on Aging hosts the
National Senior Health & Fitness
Day, “Fitness is a good move,” 9
a.m. to noon Wednesday, May
27, at the Plymouth Cultural
Center, 525 Farmer.

The day will include door
prizes, raffles, demonstrations,
giveaways, free blood pressure
checks and more.

Events include 4 one-mile
indoor walk from 9 a.m. to
noon; Senjor Exercise with Ellie
9-10:30 a.m.; Tai Chi demon-
stration, 10:30-11 a.n.; and a
yoga demonstration, 11-11:30
a.m. Free transportation can be -
obtained by ca.lhng (734} 459-
8888,

For more mformahon, call the
Cominitnity Council on Aging,
(734) 453-1234, Ext. 236.

Man killed in accident at Detroit Diesel

BY ALEX LUNDBERG
QBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Canton man was kitled
Wednesday by & machine he was
repairing at & Redford Township
engine plant.

Jeff Malins, a 51—year-01d
Canton resident, died at Detroit
Diesel when a machine he
was repairing switched on
Wednesday afternoon. According

.‘F%“t?%“%ﬁ o

Retirement Account, .
*F(iffer is available to idividuals

0%. Balancey below $1,600.00 wilt

to police reports, the man was
working on the machine that
started to back up. Medical
workers at the factory attempted
to treat the man's head injury

in preparation for the arrival of
emergency responders.

Redford Township police and
fire department officers went out
to the factory, 12100 Telegraph,
to try to save the man’s life but
were unable to do so. Malins was

pronounced dead at the scene at
4:20 p.m. and was taken from

“the scene by representatives

of the Wayne County Medical
Examiner’s office.

Redford Township Police
Capt. Kraig Brueck declined to
comment on the incident, saying
that the accident at the plant is
under investigation by the State
of Michigan Occupational Safety
and Health Administration.

"
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Bankruptcy law gives people a second chance

Q: Dear Rick: 1 generally  amounts of interest on charge  they have to take aloss due to  lier about filing for bankrupt-  mitting a fraud and there are great country is that we rec-
agree with what you sayand  card debt. One of their reasons bankruptcy because they have  cy; however, I also don’t want  legal consequences if they are  ognize that on an occasional

1 like your down to earth for seeking this exclusion was  already been compensated by  to be holier than thou and caught. basis, people need a fresh °
approach, however, I ques-  to offset loses that occur when  charging higher interest rates.  claim that I wouldn’t recom- Over the years, I've had start. That is exactly what =~
tion ene of consumers go into bankruptey.  Businesses — large and mend bankruptcy to anyone.  mixed reactions when the bankruptey can do for some-
your recent ; When consumers pay high small — factor bad debt into 1 believe individuals, just topic of bankruptey arises. one.
columns in interest rates on charge cards  the equation when determin-  like corporations, should not ~ There are a number of people
which you they have more or less bought  ing the price of their products. hesitate to use bankrupteyin ~ who believe there is a moral Rick Bleom is a fee-only financial
seem to sug- an insurance policy on their We zll pay a higher price on order to get a fresh start. obligation to pay back debts adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
gest that debt. The premium is in the goods and services to offset There is no doubt many and that bankruptey is never  can submit questions at moneymat- |
bankruptey form of higher interest rates.  losses that companies incur people misuse the bankruptey  an option. I respect that belief, ters@homeatownlife.com. For more
isn't such Don't be overly concerned for  due to bankruptey. laws. In many of those situ- but I disagree. information, visit Rick's Web site at
a bad idea. e charge card companies when I don't mearn to seem cava-  ations the individual is com- One reason we are such a www.bicomassetmanagement.com,
Ithinktoo —yoney Matters
many people

o into bank- .
fuptcy when  Rick Bloom
they don’t

have to. I think too many
people are taking advantage
of the system. I would hope
that in the future you wounld
discourage people from
using bankruptcy.

A: T understand where you
are coming from and part of
me agrees with vou, however,
I don't think I should he dis-
couraging people from pursu-
ing bankruptey where needed.

There ar¢ people who take
advantage of bankruptey
laws and over the last few
years bankruptey reform has
attempted to reduce the num-
ber of abuses. Most people use
bankruptey laws as they were
intended,

The purpose of bankruptey
laws is to provide an indi- L — _ e RS
vidual with a second chance. - i L Lo P
Whether he/she was irrespon- ' S ; ' L -
sible with personal finances : . : : .
or ran into bad luck. the laws
are meant to protect in either
circumstance.

Bankruptey should not be
the first choice when indi-
viduals run into financial dif-
ficulty. Even during difficult
economic times, there are con-
sequences when someorne goes
into bankruptey — even for
those with good credit. When

someone runs into financial With any Nationwide Family SharePian 1400 Anytime Minutes or more.

difficulty, they should explore {Activation fees, taxes & other charges apply}*

all options — bankruptey is

one. . v

It is not immoral or unethi-
cal to take advantage of bank-

ruptey laws when someone s = Unlimited calling to your top 10 numbers, on any network,

in financial distress. even landlines, anywhere in the U.S.

In this country, the econom- . . \ , -
ic and finaneial vstom riim » Unlimited calling with our 80 million customers on
according to ruies and bank- America’s Largest Mobile to Mobile Calling Family.
ruptey laws ave part of this . . : .
s_\ff‘rem. American b et s Plus, unlimited Night & Weekend Calling.

operate as they do in parl
because of bankruptey laws.
For example. there arv
usury laws which govern how
much interes: an individual
is allowed to be charged. The :
charge card companies have
been able 1o exclude them-
selves from that law and can
charge virtually unhmited
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Rolling history lesson makes local stop

On Frlday morning, a large
green bus came rolling into
Canton and parked next the
library. While it may have
looked a little out of place,
the bus was actually a travel-
ing museum housing artifacts
from World War I1.

Nearly 60 people visited
the converted school bus, or
“buseum,” during its stay.
They got a first hand look at
what life was like for German
prisoners of war. The exhibit
paints a picture of POW life
as captured soldiers experi-
enced it. Using artifacts, pho-
tographs, documents, audio
and DVD documentaries, it
focuses on the experiences of
the roughly 372,000 German
POWs held in U.S. Army-
operated camps across the
United States.

Prisoners were sent out
to harvest or process crops,
build roads, fell trees, roof
barns, erect silos, wark in
light non-military industry,
lay city sewers and construct
tract housing, wash 11.8. Army
laundry and do other practical
wartime tasks. With the high
rate of 19th-century German
immigration to the Midwest,

The bus museum contains many artifacts obtained from Nazi soldiers after
they had been captured by the American military during World War il

their native tongue — some
even had relatives or former

neighbors among them. In the -

process, they formed friend-
ships with their American
captors. A nurnber of POWSs
even chose to immigrate to
the United States after the
war.

The Canton Vetera.ns
Memorial Association and
Friends of the Canton Public
Library sponsored the buse-

um’s visit. Admission was free.

“The buseum presents a
part of American history that
demonstrates how two differ-

and on global relations,” said
Laurie Golden, spokesperson
for the Canton Public Library.
“T'his exhibit shows that how,
in the worst of times, treat-
ing people with dignity brings
out the best in everyone.

The Canton Public Library,
the Veteran’s Memorial
Association and the Friends of
the library are happy to bring
this to our community.”

The TRACES mobile
museum is currently touring
six Midwest states reaching
schools, libraries and histori-
cal societies. The bus is being

Canton's Lisa Lang checks out one
of the World War Il exh:blts aboard
the bus.

information about American
soldiers held prisoner in
WWII Nazi Germany, less

is known about captured
Germans soldiers held prison-
er in America during the war.
This exhibit tells their story,”
said John Spencer, presi-

dent of the Canton Veterans
Memorial Association.

many of those who worked
with POWs spoke to them in

eni groups of people can have
.2 big impact on each other

driven by Irving Kellman,
“While there is quite a bit of

Ofpecializing in Residential § Commercial Restoration
& Custom Brick Work

Dan'’s Custom Brickwork
882 York St. ¢ Plymouth, MI 48170

Chimneys & Porches Repaired
and Rebuilt '

Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work

Natural & C_ultured Stone Installation

1.734.416.5425

Free Estimates

Licensed and Insured

The Leader in Cabine
West 734-421 #-a@
North-East 586-75'

www.cabinettlin
* Lfm:red Iﬁna af!er-ﬂ?%fé inax. Wl '
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Joe Gannon

We’re recommended
by Joe Gannon

Buy or refinance a vehicle -Ioan for $5,000 of more’
" now through June 30, 2009 and we'll give you a

® eSLE . il Used Sute | Hew ! ‘%@ g

VISA @ﬂ: car d - Amount $10,000. .| $18 000

Plus you may also take advantage of no payments for Term 48 mOnt,-'hs';_ 172 months
60 days!* Get pre-approved before you shop and your Rate 5.75% APR* " 5.50% APR* {
“money will be ready when you need it.* Monthiy Payment 1 $235.34 - $292.53

» Apply online at communityalliancecu.org
o Call our 24/7 Loan Center at 866.398. 6660
° Caii or stop by the Credit Union

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate and is subject to change. Examples shown are estimates.
VISA gift card issued at time loan Is disbursed, while supplies last, Minimum loan amount
is $5,000. This loan cannet be used to refinance existing loans at Community Alliance
Credif Union. Intergst accrues from the date the loan is disbursed.

g iﬁ\qut i3 ’

.Livonia Branch
37401 Plymouth Road.
Livonia, M| 481580
734.464.8079

Dearborn Office

. {Inside North entrance of AAA
Headquarters Building)
1 Auto Club Drive
Dearborn, MI 48126
313.336.1534 » 800.287.0046

COMMUNITY ALLIANCE
CREDIT UNION

Your Guide To Financial Success

EST. 1966
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