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CONNECTION 

C a n t o n L e i s u r e S e r v i c e s i s 
i n v i t i n g e v e r y o n e t o c o m e d o w n , 
c o o l o f f a n d h e l p k i c k o f f t h e s u m ­
m e r w h e n i t h o s t s a S p l a s h P a d 
P a r t y f r o m 5 : 3 0 - 8 p . m . F r i d a y , . 
M a y 2 9 , a t H e r i t a g e P a r k . 

T h i s f r e e e v e n t w i l l a l s o f e a t u r e 
d a n c i n g , g a m e s a n d c r a f t s , a s 
w e l l a s a l o c a l D J s p i n n i n g f a m ­
i l y - f r i e n d l y t u n e s . C a n t o n L e i s u r e 
S e r v i c e ' s M o b i l e R e c t e a m w i l l 
a l s o b e o n h a n d w i t h a r o c k c l i m b ­
i n g w a l l a n d s p o r t s b o u n c e r . 

T h e H e r i t a g e P a r k s p l a s h p a d h a s 
a z e r o - d e p t h s u r f a c e t h a t d o e s n o t 
h o l d s t a n d i n g w a t e r , s o e v e n s m a l l 
c h i l d r e n a n d t o d d l e r s c a n e n j o y t h i s 
o u t d o o r a q u a t i c p l a y a r e a . 

T h e s p l a s h p a d i s l o c a t e d j u s t 
e a s t o f T h e S u m m i t o n t h e P a r k . 
F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e . 
S p l a s h P a d P a r t y o r a n y o f t h e 
f a m i l y f u n e v e n t s C a n t o n L e i s u r e 
S e r v i c e s h a s t o o f f e r , v i s i t c a n t o n -
f u n . o r g o r c a l l ( 7 3 4 ) 3 9 4 - 5 4 6 0 . 

T h e C h a n g e E x c h a n g e w i l l h o l d 
i s f i r s t a n n u a l P i n s f o r P e n c i l s 
b o w l i n g e v e n t t o r a i s e m o n e y 
f o r t w o p r i m a r y s c h o o l s a n d a n 
o r p h a n a g e o u t s i d e o f K i g a l i , 
R w a n d a , o n S u n d a y , M a y 3 1 , a t 
S u p e r B o w l L a n e s i n C a n t o n . 

T h e C h a n g e E x c h a n g e ' s W e b -
b a s e d p r o g r a m , K i d s f o r A f r i c a , 
h a s i n s p i r e d h u n d r e d s o f c h i l d r e n 
a c r o s s t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d 
E n g l a n d t o t a k e a c t i o n . H a n n a h ' s 
o w n s t u d e n t s a t C a n t o n ' s 
W o r k m a n E l e m e n t a r y a r e p a r t i c i ­
p a t i n g i n t h e e d u c a t i o n - o r i e n t e d 
p r o g r a m a n d v o l u n t e e r i n g t o 
h o s t f u n d - r a i s i n g a n d a w a r e n e s s 
e v e n t s i n t h e c o m m u n i t y . 

T h e i r P i n s f o r P e n c i l s e v e n t w i l l 
r a i s e m o n e y t o b u y s c h o o l s u p p l i e s , 
n o t e b o o k s , u n i f o r m s , a n d t o p a y 
f o r s c h o o l f e e s f o r c h i l d r e n l i v i n g i n 
e x t r e m e p o v e r t y i n R w a n d a . 

T i c k e t s t o t h e e v e n t c a n b e p u r ­
c h a s e d a t t h e d o o r f o r $ 1 5 , a n d w i l l 
i n c l u d e t w o g a m e s o f b o w l i n g , s h o e 
r e n t a l , p o p , a n d a s l i c e o f p i z z a . F o r 
m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e e v e n t 
o r t h e C h a n g e E x c h a n g e , v i s i t w w w . 
l e a r n t o d r e a m . o r g o r s e n d a n e - m a i l 
t o c o n t a c t @ l e a r n t o d r e a m . o r g . 

L o c a l r e s i d e n t s c a n s a v e t h e m ­
s e l v e s t h e h a s s l e o f r e t u r n i n g c a n s 
a n d b o t t l e s a n d s u p p o r t t h e C a n t o n 
C h i e f e t t e s p o m p o n t e a m a t t h e 
s a m e t i m e b y d o n a t i n g r e t u r n a b l e s 
t o t h e s q u a d d u r i n g t h e i r s p r i n g 
b o t t l e d r i v e o n S a t u r d a y , M a y 3 0 . 

T h e C h i e f e t t e s w i l l t r a v e l a r o u n d 
n e i g h b o r h o o d s i n t h e P l y m o u t h -
C a n t o n s c h o o l d i s t r i c t f r o m 1 0 
a . m . t o 4 p . m . t o c o l l e c t r e t u r n a b l e 
b o t t l e s a n d c a n s . S u p p o r t e r s c a n 
a l s o d r o p o f f t h e i r r e t u r n a b l e b o t ­
t l e s a n d c a n s t o t h e C a n t o n N o r t h 
B u i l d i n g ( a l s o k n o w n a s P h a s e 3 ) 
b e t w e e n 1 0 a . m . a n d 4 p . m . 

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t 
C h i e f e t t e p a r e n t K i m b e r l y M a b i e 
a t k m a b i e @ c o m c a s t . n e t . 
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Poor economy forces Agape Christian Academy to close 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

T h e A g a p e F a m i l y W o r s h i p C e n t e r o n 
G e d d e s R o a d i n C a n t o n T o w n s h i p h a s 
b e e n a p a r t o f P a s t o r M a r k M o o r e ' s l i f e f o r 
3 1 y e a r s . 

I t w a s h e a n d h i s p a r e n t s , E a r l a n d B o b b i 
M o o r e , w h o o p e n e d t h e d o o r s o f t h e c h u r c h 
i n P l y m o u t h i n 1 9 7 8 . F i v e y e a r s l a t e r , 
A g a p e C h r i s t i a n A c a d e m y b e g a n w i t h 2 3 
k i n d e r g a r t e n a n d f i r s t g r a d e r s , e v e n t u a l l y 
a d d i n g a g r a d e e a c h y e a r u n t i l i t b e c a m e a 
K - 1 2 s c h o o l w i t h a n e n r o l l m e n t r e a c h i n g 
a h i g h o f 3 1 0 s t u d e n t s . F i n a l l y , t h e r e w a s a 
m o v e t o C a n t o n a d o z e n y e a r s a g o . 

A l o t o f b l o o d , s w e a t a n d t e a r s f o r t h e 
M o o r e f a m i l y w h i c h w i l l s o o n b e c o m e a 
d i s t a n t m e m o r y a s t h e c h u r c h a n d s c h o o l 
f a l l t o c i r c u m s t a n c e s n o t u n l i k e m a n y 
h o m e o w n e r s i n C a n t o n , t h r o u g h o u t 

M i c h i g a n a n d t h e c o u n t r y . 
M o o r e s a i d t h e c h u r c h a n d s c h o o l a r e 

b e i n g s h u t t e r e d b e c a u s e o f f o r e c l o s u r e 
p r o c e e d i n g s b y F i d e l i t y B a n k i n D e a r b o r n , 
d e s p i t e h i s e f f o r t s t o d e v e l o p a p l a n t o 
c a t c h u p o n a 6 0 - d a y l a t e m o r t g a g e p a y ­
m e n t . I n f a c t , M o o r e s a i d h e w a s o n l y t h r e e 
d a y s f r o m b e i n g c u r r e n t o n t h e m o r t g a g e 
w h e n t h e b a n k p u l l e d t h e r u g o u t f r o m 
u n d e r h i m . 

" W i t h t h e d o w n t u r n i n t h e e c o n o m y w e 
s t a r t e d r u n n i n g i n t o f i n a n c i a l p r o b l e m s , " 
a d m i t t e d M o o r e . " W e l o s t s o m e o f o u r b a s e 
a n d g o t b e h i n d i n p a y m e n t s f o r t h e c h u r c h 
a n d s c h o o l . 

" W o r k i n g w i t h t h e b a n k w e h a d a r e c o v ­
e r y p l a n w i t h t h e m , b u t w i t h i n t h r e e 
d a y s o f b e i n g c u r r e n t w i t h t h e b a n k i n 
D e c e m b e r t h e y m e t w i t h u s a n d s a i d t h e y BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Please see AGAPE, A 2 

It's a quiet Friday afternoon at Agape Christian Academy. The school will 
close at the end of the school year. 

Fighting for dignity 
Family refuses to accept suicide 

explanation for son's death 
BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

F o r B i l l a n d A m y P i e p s n e y , D e c . 1 2 , 2 0 0 8 , s t a r t ­
e d l i k e a n y o t h e r d a y . I t w a s a F r i d a y , a n d t h e y g o t 
t h e i r t w o c h i l d r e n o f f t o s c h o o l b e f o r e l e a v i n g f o r 
w o r k . H o u r s l a t e r , h o w e v e r , t h e d a y t u r n e d i n t o t h e 
C a n t o n c o u p l e ' s w o r s t n i g h t m a r e . 

A r o u n d 4 p . m . , 
PIEPSHEY FAMILY FUNDRAISER 
What: Bowling fund-raiser to 

support the Dustin Piepsney 

Memorial Fund in conjunction 

with the Canton Wrestling Club 

When: Saturday, May 30 (check 

in is at 7:30 p.m.; bowling begins 

at 8 p.m.) 

Where: Westland Bowi, 5940 N. 

Wayne Road, Westland 

Cost: $20 donation includes thee 

games of bowling, pizza and pop 

- proceeds to help offset funeral 

costs and to help start a scholar­

ship program in Dustin's name 

Other d e t a i l s : There will be 

raffles, 50/50 drawings and 

other activities. Organizers are 

still looking for prize donations 

from local businesses (Canton 

Wrestling Club tax ID number can 

be used for tax writeoffs). 

M o r e info: Call Leanna Crum at 

(248) 867-9576 or-Lori Gazdagat 

(734)259-8431 

t h e i r d a u g h t e r 
c a l l e d t h e m t o 
r e p o r t t h a t t h e i r 
1 3 - y e a r - o l d s o n 
D u s t i n , a n e i g h t h -
g r a d e r at East 
M i d d l e S c h o o l , 
w a s m i s s i n g . 
S h e k n e w h e h a d 
c o m e h o m e f r o m 
s c h o o l b e c a u s e 
h i s j a c k e t w a s o n 
t h e f l o o r a n d h e 
h a d b r o u g h t i n 
t h e m a i l w h e n h e 
g o t h o m e . 

B i l l a n d A m y 
b o t h c a m e h o m e 
b e c a u s e i t w a s n ' t 
l i k e t h e i r s o n t o 
n o t b e h o m e a n d 
n o t t e l l a n y o n e . 
T h e y c a l l e d t h e 
p o l i c e a n d r e p o r t ­
e d a m i s s i n g p e r ­
s o n . W h i l e w a i t ­
i n g f o r t h e p o l i c e 
t o a r r i v e , t h e 
f a m i l y s e a r c h e d 

t h e h o m e . T h a t ' s 
w h e n B i l l r e a l i z e d h i s . 4 0 - c a l i b e r h a n d g u n t h a t h e 
k e p t l o c k e d u p i n h i s r o o m w a s m i s s i n g . 

T h e y c a l l e d t h e p o l i c e a g a i n t o r e p o r t t h e m i s s ­
i n g g u n , a n d t h i s t i m e p o l i c e o f f i c e r s a r r i v e d 
f a i r l y q u i c k l y . W i t h t h e h e l p o f a K - 9 d o g , o f f i c e r s 
s e a r c h e d t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d a n d n e a r b y w o o d s a n d 
p a r k , b u t f o u n d n o t h i n g . 

S h o r t l y b e f o r e m i d n i g h t , D u s t i n ' s g r a n d f a t h e r , 
w h o h a d c o m e o v e r t o h e l p w i t h t h e s e a r c h , h e a r d 
D u s t i n ' s c e l l p h o n e r i n g i n g i n t h e field b a c k b e h i n d 
t h e f a m i l y ' s B e e c h w o o d S t r e e t h o m e . H e f o l l o w e d 
t h e m u s i c , a n d f o u n d t h e u n t h i n k a b l e . D u s t i n w a s 

BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Dustin Piepsney was active in many sports, including 
wrestling at East Middle School. 

l a y i n g l e s s t h a n 5 0 y a r d s b e h i n d t h e i r h o m e , d e a d 
w i t h a g u n s h o t w o u n d t o t h e h e a d . T h e m i s s i n g 
g u n w a s l a y i n g a t h i s s i d e . 

P o l i c e i n v e s t i g a t o r s a r r i v e d o n t h e s c e n e . T h e i r 
i n i t i a l r e p o r t s s u g g e s t t h e y f e l t i t w a s a s u i c i d e . I n 
f a c t , t h e i r r e p o r t s a r e l a b e l e d " J u v e n i l e S u i c i d e . " 
B o g u s l a w P i e t a k o f t h e W a y n e C o u n t y M e d i c a l 
E x a m i n e r ' s o f f i c e , w h o p e r f o r m e d t h e p o s t m o r t e m 
e x a m i n a t i o n , c a m e t o t h e s a m e c o n c l u s i o n , a n d , 

Please see J U S T I N , A 3 

2% 

Robert Smith 

Couple charged 
with embezzling 
funds from PTO 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A C a n t o n T o w n s h i p c o u p l e h a s b e e n 
a r r a i g n e d o n c h a r g e s t h e y e m b e z z l e d m o r e 
t h a n $ 1 3 , 0 0 0 f r o m t h e F i e g e l E l e m e n t a r y 
P T O . — 

K i m b e r l y a n d R o b e r t S m i t h 
w e r e a r r a i g n e d M o n d a y 
i n 3 5 t h D i s t r i c t C o u r t i n 
P l y m o u t h o n o n e c o u n t e a c h 
o f e m b e z z l e m e n t o f f u n d s -
g r e a t e r t h a n $ 1 , 0 0 0 b u t l e s s 
t h a n $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 . R o b e r t S m i t h 
w a s a l s o a r r a i g n e d o n a n 
a d d i t i o n a l c h a r g e o f r e c e i v i n g 
a n d c o n c e a l i n g s t o l e n p r o p ­
e r t y g r e a t e r t h e n $ 1 , 0 0 0 b u t 
l e s s t h a n $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 . 

B o t h c r i m e s a r e f e l o n i e s 
t h a t c a r r y a p e n a l t y o f five 
y e a r s i m p r i s o n m e n t a n d / o r 
a $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 f i n e , o r t h r e e 
t i m e s t h e a m o u n t e m b e z z l e d 
o r c o n c e a l e d , w h i c h e v e r i s 
g r e a t e r . 

" T h e P T O w r o t e a c h e c k 
t o c o v e r a b a l a n c e t o a f u n d - r a i s i n g c o m p a n y 
a n d w h e n i t b o u n c e d i t s e t o f f a n a l a r m , " s a i d 
C a n t o n T o w n s h i p P o l i c e S g t . M a r k G a j e s k i . 
" T h e p r i n c i p a l ( J i m J o h n s o n ) c o n t a c t e d K i m 
S m i t h , t h e t r e a s u r e r o f t h e P T O , a n d s a i d h e 
w a n t e d a l l t h e r e c o r d s . " S h e g a v e h i m e v e r y ­
t h i n g e x c e p t t h e c h e c k b o o k . " 

G a j e s k i . s a i d t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s t a r t e d i n 
M a r c h a n d c u l m i n a t e d w i t h t h e c h a r g e s o n 
M o n d a y . G a j e s k i s a i d K i m b e r l y S m i t h w r o t e 
s o m e c h e c k s t o r e t a i l s t o r e s , t h o u g h i t ' s n o t 
k n o w n e x a c t l y w h a t w a s p u r c h a s e d , a n d 
s o m e c h e c k s w e r e w r i t t e n t o h e r h u s b a n d . 

B o n d f o r b o t h d e f e n d a n t s w a s s e t a t $ 5 , 0 0 0 
p e r s o n a l b y J u d g e R o n a l d L o w e . T h e i r p r e ­
l i m i n a r y e x a m i s s c h e d u l e d f o r M a y 29. 

F i e g e l P r i n c i p a l J i m J o h n s o n d e c l i n e d 
c o m m e n t u n t i l h e a n d t h e P T O m e e t w i t h 
p a r e n t s o n W e d n e s d a y . J o h n s o n s a i d h e a n d 
P T O m e m b e r s p l a n t o a t t e n d t h e p r e l i m i ­
n a r y e x a m . 

Kimberly Smith 

Up in the a i r . 
Canton was transformed 

into Soccer Heaven 
this weekend as the 

Canton Cup Tournament 
has taken over local 

soccer fields. This 
year's tourney, the 27th, 

had nearly 580 teams 
playing more 900 games 

on 55 Canton Soccer 
fields. Here the CSC Blue 

Jays and the Plymouth 
Tigers in the girls under 

9 yellow division battle 
in one of the first games 

of the holiday weekend 
on Friday. The finals will 

be played tomorrow. 

Gerou Chiropractic Center 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

CM 

We are proud to be the 
only facility in the 
Plymouth-Canton area 
offering the breakthrough 
technology of the DRX 9 0 0 0 for 
Spinal Decompression Therapy. Find out 
how this advanced, state-of-the-art technology can 
alleviate lower back pain and other conditions related to 
the spinal discs and vertebrae, such as sciatica and disc 
herniation, WITHOUT the need for surgery! 

7277 N. Lilley Road • Canton, MI 4 8 1 8 7 
734-981-696? 

www.gerou.com PE0S 

http://hometownlife.com
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mailto:kmabie@comcast.net
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AGAPE 
FROM PAGE A l 

no longer wanted to do busi­
ness with us," he said. "We feel 
like we were being targeted 
because we were a church. 
Other nonprofits are still 
doing business with them. 
The Bottom line is they served 
us with foreclosure papers in 
February and said we were 
going up for sheriff's sale in 
March." 

Moore said he was unable 
to find other financing for the 
$3.5 million mortgage, but 
three weeks ago he received a 
call from bank president, Mike 
Ross, wanting to help. 

"We had already announced 
the school was closing and we 
have 180 students now try­
ing to find another school, 30 
people without jobs and 350 
church members trying to find 
a new place to worship," Moore 
said. "It was too late for me to 

CANTON CINEMA 

JJALITY 
THEATERS 

Tiektf Kkak i T f c t e t s Online 
734.644-3456 

Ford Rd. 
1 M l l a W s s t of IKEA 

w w w . G O T I . c o m 

DETROIT'S BEST 
MOVIE DEAL 

ALL LOUNGER SEATS ALL DIGITAL SOUND 
ALL STADIUM SEATING 

*4.25 to$5.00 
ALL SEATS 

EXCEPT MULT EVENING not valid lot Fllfiom Evtntt Dr Pipit!13D 

S H O W T I M E S 5 / 2 2 - 5 / 2 8 O " ° P"><" 

O HIQHT AT THE MUSEUM; BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) 
1 1 : 0 0 , 1 2 : 0 0 , 1 : 3 0 , 2:30, 4 : 0 0 , 5 : 0 0 , 6 : 3 0 , 
7:30, 9 : 0 0 , 9 : 5 0 
F R I / S A T L S 11:30 
O DANCE FLICK (PG-13) 
11:40, 1 : 4 0 , 3 : 4 0 , 5 : 4 0 , 7:40, 9:40 
F R I / S A T L S 11:40 
O TERMINATOR: SALVATION [ P G - : 3) 
1 1 : 1 0 , 1 : 5 0 , 4 : 2 5 , 7 : 0 0 , 9:30 
F R I / S A T L S 12:00 
STAR TREK (PG-13) 
11:15, 2 : 0 0 , 4 : 4 0 , 7 : 2 0 , 1 0 : 0 0 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (PG-13) 
1 1 : 0 5 , 1 : 4 5 , 4:20, 6:50, 9:15 
F R I / S A T L S 11:45 
GHOST OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG-13) 
12:25, 2 : 5 5 , 5:15, 7 : 3 5 , 9 : 5 5 

2 O 0 . D H I N K 
wlih £ 3 25 p u r c h a s e 

of M g ol buttery popoo 

rally the troops." 
Fidelity Bank President 

Mike Ross declined to discuss 
specifics of the Agape mort-

"We have suspended the 
foreclosure proceedings," said 
Ross. "I discussed with Pastor 
Moore some options he may 
have. He's been pursuing those 
and we're waiting to hear from 
him." 

Kristin Organ and her fam­
ily moved from Toronto to 
Canton three years ago, away 
from family and friends. 
Finding Agape was a god­
send. 

"These people became our 
family, it's like home for us," 
said Organ, who is PTO presi­
dent. "Pastor Moore has been a 
real rock, and it's very sad and 
frustrating to hear the details 
of what happened. It breaks 
my heart. 

"God always has a plan, and 
if it's meant to be somewhere 
else... We were very loved at 

Agape and we can share that 
love. We've been blessed with 
some great teachers," she said. 

Graduation for 12th grad­
ers is Friday, with the last day 
of school for the remainder of 
students June 10. , 

"I don't know when the last 
service will be," Moore said. 
"We're going to stay in the 
building a while longer. We 
still plan to have Vacation 
Bible School in June. We'll 
probably stay until sometime 
in the fall unless we are kicked 
out before then." 

Moore said there are a 
couple of interested parties in 
the building, which is on the 
market for $4.7 million.* , 

"We will try to sell most of 
what we can... school desks, 
lockers... and we'll try to relo­
cate," added Moore. "We had 
a church in Plymouth offer to 
share their building. It's the 
end of an era for us." 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-2637 
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ON THE AGENDA 

C a n t o n B o a r d of T r u s t e e s 
The board will meet at 7 

p.m., May 26 at the Canton 
Administration Building. 
Agenda items include: 

• Public hearing for a Class 
C liquor license with Sunday 
sales permit 

and outdoor service permit 
to be located at 4171S. Canton 
Center. 

• Appointment to the Canton 
Planning Commission. 

• Consider reappointment 
of Downtown Development 
Authority board members. 

• Award bid for the renova­
tion to the cell block intake 
center. 

• Consider waiving the bid 
and award security system 
upgrade for cell block renova­
tions 

• Award contract for consult­
ing services to assess all canton 
facilities for ADA Compliance. 

• Approve purchase of Avid 
Digital Editing System for 
cable studio. 

• Budget adjustments. 

AROUND CANTON 

Please recycle 
this newspaper 

F a l l e n h e r o e s 
The Canton Veterans 

Memorial Association will 
hold its annual Memorial 
Day ceremony at noon on 
Monday; at the Canton 
Veterans Memorial in Heritage 
Park behind the Canton 
Administration Building. 

John Spencer of the 
Canton Veterans Memorial 
Association said the ceremony 
will last approximately 20 
minutes, and include the 
Pledge of Allegiance, a prayer, 
and Spencer reading the 
names of Canton's servicemen 
lost in the Civil War, World 
War II, Vietnam and Iraq. 

The Plymouth-Canton 
Chapter of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America (Chapter 
528) will also have represen- -
tatives on hand with a color 
guard and a rifle salute. 

C o l l e g e night 
Need information about 

local options for college? The 
Canton Public Library is host­
ing a College Night Open 
House on June 1, from 7-8:30 
p.m. Come by and get infor­
mation from 16 local colleges, 
including community colleges 
and schools with online and 
alternative education pro­
grams. Learn about financial 
aid, admissions, degree pro­
grams and transfer credits. It's 
not too late to make plans for 

the fall semester. 
Colleges scheduled to 

attend are Davenport Online 
Learning, University of Phoenix-
Michigan, Central Michigan 
University Extended, Eastern 
Michigan University, Wayne 
State University, Henry Ford 
Community College, Schoolcraft 
College, Madonna University, 
Lawrence Technological 
University, University ofMichigan-
Dearborn, Walsh College Troy, 
Concordia University, Washtenaw 
(immunity College, ITT 
Technical Institute, Art Institute 
of Michigan and Kaplan Institute. 

No registration is neces­
sary. Call (734) 397-0999 for 
more information. The Canton 
Public Library is located at 
1200 S. Canton Center Road. 

C a n t o n S o c c e r Club 
The Canton Soccer Club 

will hold a special meeting for 
its members at 8 p.m., May 
27 at the Summit on the Park 
(PDC Room). At this meeting 
the members will be asked to 
vote on the proposed by-laws 
changes of the Canton Soccer 
Club. You- must be in atten­
dance at this special meeting 
in order to vote. There is one 
vote per team. In an effort 
to pursue these changes the 
executive board will accept the 
votes of those in attendance. 
For more information, please 
visit cantonsoccerclub.com. 

Vintners Canton Winery 
8515 N. Lilley Rd 7 3 4 - 3 5 4 - 9 4 6 3 www.vintnerscantnn.cpm 

A Is Far Amarane Dinner Celebration 
May 3D 7:00 p.m. 

WINNER DF 7 MEDALS—2DD9 WineMaker Magazine 

(Reservat ions only - 3 4 quests) 
Dinner featuring foods of the Veneto area of Italy - home of Amarone! 

Catered by A Family Affair Catering Dinner served with 3 Gold Medal Wines including ZDDB Amarone 

GOLD MEDAL AMARONE batch awarded to a dinner guest! Value $400.00 
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ARIZONA 
ICED TEA 

Assorted 1 gallon • l im i t4 

Exp.6-3-09 

WITH A MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $10 

29611 Ford Road • Garden City • 734-266-9300 
Tax & sale items excluded • With this ad * One coupon per customer • Expires 6-3-09 

s i l t 

SPRING WATER' 
by DANNON | 

24 pack, 16 .9oz . • Limit 4 

Exp. 6-3-09 

Prices good thru 6-3-09 We reserve the right to limit items, substitutions, while supplies last. 

http://www.GOTI.com
mailto:tbruscato@hometownlife.com
http://cantonsoccerclub.com
http://www.vintnerscantnn.cpm
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DUSTIN 
FROM PAGE A l 

•listed the cause of death as 
suicide. 

For the family, this just 
didn't make any sense. Their 
son was a good student, active 
in sports, and didn't have 
any enemies that they knew 
of. Still, they accepted what 
the police were telling them, 
though they didn't understand 
it. 

As their grief began to give 
way to disillusion, the family 
started to try to piece together 
why their son would take his 
own life. Nothing added up to 
that, however. There was no 
suicide note, and no witnesses. 

DOESN'T ADD UP 
As far as they knew, their 

son was not upset about any­
thing. He was active in sports, 
including being a promi­
nent member of the Canton 
Wrestling Club. The last 
morning they saw him alive, 
he talked about going to see 
his 10-year-old sister Ashley's 
play at school later that day. 
The Piepsneys also know, 
having spoken to kids he rode 
the bus with, that he was 
goofing around on the way 
home from school. And he 
was even playing Xbox with 
a friend (from another loca­
tion) shortly before his sister 
got home. That friend eventu­
ally told police that Dustin 
abruptly ended the game by 
saying, "I've got to go." 

The police say they inter­
viewed neighbors, teachers, 
friends, family members and 
other students at East Middle 
School. Nobody could believe 
or had a reason why Dustin 
would commit suicide. 

"We found no evidence 
of him being despondent or 
distressed," said Sgt. Dave 
Shreiner, one of the detectives 
on the case. "We didn't find 
any notes. We didn't find any 
evidence of disputes or bully­
ing. Typically these are things 
you expect to find. But they 
are not popping up. 

"We looked at a lot of theo­
ries. We had to stay focused 
on what evidence we had and 
what the scene provided us," 
he added. 

And according to Canton 
Public Safety Director John 
Santomauro, the main evi­
dence police have is a contact 

Dustin Piepsney 

wound to the head, meaning 
the gun barrel was placed 
directly against Dustin's head 
when it was fired. 

Although Boguslaw did not 
return calls for this story, his 
report draws the same con­
clusion. 

For the Piepsneys, however, 
there were too many other 
unanswered questions. 

"We know our kids inside 
and out. He didn't sit in his 
room by himself and brood," 
Amy Piepsney said. "We 
talked about everything with 
Dustin. We would've known 
something was wrong. And 
even if we didn't, someone 
would have known some­
thing." 

The more they thought 
about everything, the more 
they felt the police jumped to 
a conclusion because of what 
they found at the scene. 

"If Dustin was here today, 
he would kick us for accepting 
the conclusion that he com­
mitted suicide," Bill Piepsney 
said. 

"It makes me angry and 
ashamed that suicide was 
even a consideration in my 
mind. It infuriates me that 
I could have thought that," 
Amy added. 

A SECOND OPINION 
The family felt they weren't 

getting the answers from 
Canton police, so they decid­
ed to come up with the money 
to hire a private investigator. 

"We owed it to Dustin to 
exhaust every resource to 
find the truth. If the conclu­
sion was the same, then that's 
what it is," Amy Piepsney 
said. 

They hired J.F. Moore and 
Associates, and investigator 
Joseph Morrow — a retired 
detective from the. Westland 
Police Department — took 
on the case. Afterexamining 

photos taken at the scene and 
during the autopsy, Morrow 
came to a startling conclu­
sion. 

Based primarily on blood 
patterns, he concluded 
Dustin's body had been 
moved four to five feet away 
from where the main blood 
spot was found and, in his 
opinion, where he had been 
shot. Blood had also run 
down Dustin's face, despite 
the fact that when he was 
found he was laying face 
up. The gun was also found 
on the left side of the body, 
despite the fact that the 
autopsy showed the bullet 
entered the right side ofhis 
head. 

"It is this investigator's 
opinion that the victim fell 
face down with the head 
landing where the large blood 
spot was located and all blood 
flow stopped shortly there­
after," the report reads. "The 
body was turned over and 
moved to the southwest with­
in an hour's time frame." 

Jimmy Moore, former 
chief of police in Ypsilanti 
and owner of J.F. Moore and 
Associates, refused to discuss 
the report, but did say his 
staff agreed with Morrow's 
findings. 

"I'm a lecturer of crime 
scene investigation at EMU 
and Washtenaw Community 
College. The people who work 
for me are all retired police 
officers. We know what we're 
doing," he said. "In this case, 
we agree with the lead inves­
tigator (Morrow)." 

The findings stunned 
the family, who then 
approached the Canton Police 
Department to take another 
look at the case. They agreed 
to, according to Schreiner. 
They even enlisted the help of 
a Michigan State Police blood 
splatter expert to take a look 
at Morrow's findings. 

A representative with the 
state police would only con­
firm that they are indeed 
looking at the case, but they 
have yet to conclude a report. 

AN ACCIDENT OR SUICIDE? 
While the family hasn't 

completely ruled out that 
there could have been foul 
play involved, they think it is 
likely that their son acciden­
tally shot himself. The clip 
in the gun was empty when 
police found it. They think 

it is possible that he didn't 
realize there was a bullet 
in the chamber of the gun. 
They also think someone was 
with Dustin, which Morrow's 
report would seem to suggest. 

Morrow also concluded that. 
it was an accidental shooting, 
mostlikely self-inflicted. 

On Thursday, Santomauro 
and Canton Supervisor Phil 
LaJoy met with the family. 
Santomauro admitted to the 
family that there were mis­
takes made, particularly in 
the response time to the ini­
tial call the family made. He" 
said two people have already 
been suspended for their 
actions. He also said the case 
has made the department re­
evaluate how it will approach 
similar cases in the future. 

However, he is satisfied 
that his investigators did a 
good job on the case. 

"From an investigation 
standpoint, I'm comfortable 
we've done enough —• not only 
once, but twice," Santomauro 
said. "We just don't have any 
evidence to support a homi­
cide. There is no evidence that 
there was anyone else there. 

"We know he did it, but 
the question is why. We can't 
answer that. And I think that 
is what is bothering the fam­
ily so much," Santomauro 
added. 

The Piepsneys will never 
accept their son killed himself 
on purpose. Their hope is that 
someone will come forward 
with information that will 
help them know the truth. 

A couple of months ago, 
the family moved from their 
home on Beechwood, unable 
to live with the constant 
reminder of their son's death. 
They moved into a condomin­
ium.a couple of miles away off 
of Canton Center Road. Bill 
Piepsney said they still love 
the Canton community and 
wanted to stay. But he said 
they will never quit fighting 
for their son's legacy. 

"My mission is not to point 
out what the Canton Police 
Department did wrong. My 
mission is to prove it wasn't 
a suicide, the way the public 
thinks of suicide," he said. "All 
he has left is his name and his 
integrity and dignity. That's 
what we're fighting for. The 
conclusion that he committed 
suicide is unacceptable to us." 
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Newcomers make charitable donation 
The Canton Newcomers donated $2,250 to The. Senior Alliance 
through funds raised at their monthly chapter meeting and through 
their Mom 2 Mom sale that took place back in March. Here Newcomer 
President Kelly Olszewski (left) presents a check to Lori Tooles-
Carrington, program specialist for The Senior Alliance. The Canton 
Newcomers raise funds through multiple activities in the Canton 
community. Donations are disbursed numerous times a year by vote 
of the membership board. For more information about the program or 
the Newcomers - a social , civic, and charitable organization designed 
to acquaint area residents with other residents in the.Canton area 
- visit http://cantonnewcomers.org. 
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Arthur Murray! 

FIRM UP FAST 
Losing inches has«never been so fast... 

and so much fun! The passion and technique 
of World Champion Rhythm & Latin dancers, 

packed into the perfect fitness system.. 
You'll love it and anyone can do it 

TRIM DOWN NOW 
Core Rhythms is the revolutionary exercise concept 

that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise'your 
heart rate, while toning and tightening your 

entire core. You'll be swept away while 
getting a 360° total core workout. 

CALL TODAY 
Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready, 
exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios. 

Call today and schedule your first session. 

NO Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! NO Membership Fees! 
Pay only for the sessions you use! Cal! now to schedule your FREE introductory workout! 

Leam tO Dance Certified Instructors 

Ballroom • Latin • Social & Private Lessons 

ylrihur I 
Murray/ 
F r a n c h i s e d D a n c e S t u d i o s 

42000 Six Mile Rd., Suite 250 
Northville 

(between Northville Rd. & Haggerty) 
248.349.1133 

1926 South Telegraph Rd. 
Bioomfield 

(next to Carl's Golfland) 
248.338.6390 

http://kkubaniahometownlife.com
http://cantonnewcomers.org
http://hometownlife.com


A4 (CP) Observer S Eccentric | Sunday, May 24,2009 online at hometownlifexom 

Plymouth woman's show wins two Emmys 

Three teams from Canton Charter Academy won TARDEC development grants during the World Robofest 
Championship held at Lawrence Technological University in Southfield. 

Academy teams tops at annual Robofest 
Three teams sponsored by 

Canton Charter Academy 
won U.S. Army development 
grants during the 10th annual 
World Robofest Championship 
recently held at Lawrence 
Technological University in 
Southfield. 

The Joint Center for 
Robotics at the Tank 
Automotive Research, 
Development and Engineering 
Center (TARDEC) in Warren 
awarded grants to teams dem­
onstrating creative and inno­
vative robotics projects with 
entrepreneurship components. 

"Events like Robofest 
are important to TARDEC 
because they help us lay the 
groundwork for the future of 
Michigan's engineering and 
technical workforce," said 

Bernard Theisen, project man­
ager for outreach at the Joint 
Center for Robotics. "Robotics 
is a multidisciplinary field, so 
students are exposed to the 
computer science, electrical 
engineering, mechanical engi­
neering, physics, and math 
disciplines." 

Robofest, founded by 
Lawrence Tech professor CJ 
Chung, is an international 
competition of autonomous 
robots ~ computer-pro­
grammed to act independently 
and not radio-controlled. The 
competition encourages stu­
dents to have fun while learn­
ing principles of computer 
science, physics, math, engi­
neering and technology. This 
year some 1,700 students from 
10 states and five countries 

participated. 
The three Canton teams 

competed in the junior divi­
sion (grades 5-9). One three-
student team named TILT 
(Technology in Layman's 
Terms) built a pinball-type 
game that moves in concert 
with a player who is seated 
on a large exercise ball. The 
Desert Eagles created an eco-
friendly RoboRecycler that 
sorts recyclables into catego­
ries. 

CCA's Dawg Botz won a 
People's Choice Award with 
CART (Carrying Autonomous 
Robotic Technology). This 
multipurpose robot uses infra­
red light to follow a person 
by employing ultrasonic and 
infrared sensors to avoid hit­
ting obstacles. 

N E W B E A U M O N T INTERNIST 

OPEN 
I N C A N T O N 

Now 
accepting 
* new 
patients 

As a board-certified internist specializ­
ing in a whole-person approach to adult 
medicine, Dr. Samuel Fawaz makes the 
perfect primary care physician, bringing 
expertise, compassion and advocacy to 
his medical carê  He provides... 

• Health screenings, physical exams: 
• Preventive health care 
• Chronic disease management 
• Evening and Saturday office hours 
• Electronic medical files knkmg 

you to the Beaumont system 
• Electronic prescriptions 

sent to your pharmacy 
• The latest technology 

to offer better, faster 
diagnoses 

Fomi 

A 

Most insurance plans accepted 

Dr. S a m u e l F a w a z 

Call 734-398-5554 
today to make an appointment, 

practice of Beaumont Hospitals 

Sport Science, the popular 
television series featuring 
WSU's associate professor of 
biomedical engineering and 
Plymouth resident Cynthia 
Bir won two of the five Sports 
Emmys it was nominated for 
recently at Lincoln Center in 
New York City. 

The Sport Science team 
took home awards for 
Outstanding Graphic Design 
and Outstanding New 
Approaches and was nomi­
nated for Outstanding Edited 
Sports Series/Anthology, 
Outstanding Technical Team 
Studio and Outstanding 
Production Design/Art 
Design. Sport Science also 
was nominated last year for 
four Sports Emmys and won 
for Outstanding Graphic 
Design. 

The series, which is in its 
second season, brings pro­
fessional sports stars and 
scientists to Sport Science's 
elaborate sports laboratory 
in Los Angeles to test athletic 
prowess and feats of the high­
est level. 

This season's first episode 
tested what generates more 
power - natural adrenaline 
or an adrenaline shot, with 
mixed martial arts fighter 
Houston Alexander agreeing 
to be injected with a dose of 
epinephrine. 

"The shows are appreciated 
by a lot of different audiences, 
different age groups and back­
grounds," said Bir. "In all the 
shows we've applied the tools 
developed in the lab to record, 
measure and map the speed, 
force and range of the human 
body, specifically the athlete. 
The final product is not only 
entertaining, but educational." 

Last season the show caught 
the attention of many science 
teachers who then used it as 
a teaching tool. This year, 
Wayne State University is pro­
viding science teachers with a 
curriculum based on segments 
of the show. 

Sport Science airs Sundays 
at 9 p.m. on Fox Sports 
Network. 

P a r t y w a l k - t h r o u g h 
The committee shephard-

ing the Senior All Night Party 
at the Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park hosts a 
walk-through for underclass­
man parents and any other 
parents wishing to see what is 
involved in creating the party, 
held annually for seniors. 

The walk-through takes 
place 6:30-7:30 p.m. Sunday, 
June 7 (the night of the 
event) at Salem High School. 
Students are not allowed at 
the walk-through. 

The committee is also still 

THE NOTEBOOK 
in desperate need of parent 
volunteers to work the night 
of the event, which starts at 9 
p.m. and runs through 3 a.m. 
Any adult, 25 years of age or 
older, is welcome to volunteer. 

Volunteers can sign up at 
www.pcepseniorparty.notlong. 
com 

C o l l e g e n i g h t 
Need information about ' 

local options for college? The 
Canton Public Library is host­
ing a College Night Open 
House on June 1, from 7-8:30 
p.m. Come by and get infor­
mation from 16 local colleges, 
including community colleges 
and schools with online and 
alternative education pro­
grams. Learn about financial 
aid, admissions, degree pro­
grams and transfer credits. It's 
not too late to make plans for 
the fall semester. 

Colleges scheduled to 
attend are Davenport Online 
Learning, University of 
Phoenix-Michigan, Central 
Michigan University 
Extended, Eastern Michigan 
University, Wayne State 
University, Henry Ford 
Community College, 
Schoolcraft College, Madonna 
University, Lawrence 
Technological University, 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn, Walsh College 
Troy, Concordia University, 
Washtenaw Community 
College, ITT Technical 
Institute, Art Institute 
of Michigan and Kaplan 
Institute. 

No registration is neces­
sary. Call (734) 397-0999 for 
more information. The Canton 
Public Library is located at 
1200 S. Canton Center Road. 

S c i e n c e , m a t h c a m p s 
New Morning School 

announces two offers for this 
summer's sizzling summer sci­
ence and math camps: 

• Need-based scholarships 
are still available. These schol­
arships will be awarded on 
an individual basis, and may 
include one week or multiple 
week camp packages, depend­
ing on a family's unique 
circumstances. The scholar­
ship also includes before and 
after camp care. To apply, call 
734.420.3331 or download the 
Summer Science and Math 
Gamp Registration Form from 
the school's Web site, www. 
newmorningschool.com. 

• Visitors can also visit the . 
Web site at www.newmorn-
ingschool.com to download a 
coupon good for 10 percent off 
any two camp registrations. 

Register siblings, register with 
a friend, or register your child 
for multiple camps. 

For 19 years, New Morning 
School has offered a variety of 
enriching summer science and 
math camps for children ages 
3 to 11. Fun and stimulating 
topics for young children ages 
3-5 include Space Travel, 
Beach Blanket Bingo, and 
Fairies. Themes for children 
ages 6-11 include Magic 
Mystery Tour and Advanced 
Legos. 

A l b i o n g r a d s 
The following local students 

were among the 453 graduates 
from Albion College: 

• Matthew Baciak graduated 
cum laude, receiving a degree 
in philosophy and political sci­
ence, with a concentration in 
the Gerald R. Ford Institute 
for Public Policy and Service 
and Law, Justice and Society. 
Baciak was one of only 34 
students to receive a degree 
with Albion College Honors, 
by completing special Honors 
Institute requirements and, 
writing a senior thesis. The 
honor of cum laude signifies 
that Baciak graduated with a 
cumulative grade point aver­
age above 3.5. 

Matthew Baciak is the 
son of Jan and Ilona Baciak 
of Canton and a graduate 
of Plymouth-Canton High 
School. 

• Anthony Bosco received a . 
degree in political science with 
a minor in English. Bosco is 
the son of Donald and Gina 
Bosco of Plymouth and a grad­
uate of Catholic Central High 
School. 

• Gregory Calabrese 
received a degree in sociology 
and political science, with a 
concentration in the Gerald 
R. Ford Institute for Public 
Policy and Service and Law, 
Justice and Society. Calabrese 
is the son of James and Jean 
Calabrese of Canton and a 
graduate of Plymouth-Canton 
High School. 

• William Fitzsimmons 
graduated cum laude, receiv­
ing a degree in biology with 
a minor in chemistry. The 
honor of cum laude signifies 
that Fitzsimmons gradu­
ated with a cumulative grade , 
point average above 3.5. 
William Fitzsimmons is the 
son of Joseph and Julie A. 
Fitzsimmons of Canton and a 
graduate of Plymouth-Canton 
High School. 

• Ashley Van Esley received 
a degree in art. Van Esley 
is the daughter of Joseph 
and Elizabeth Van Esley of 
Plymouth and a graduate 
of Plymouth-Canton High 
School. 
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50439 I n d e p e n d e n c e R o a d 
Canton, Ml 48188 Beaumont 

Play more, drive less. 
When you're looking for big g2 
look no farther than Saganing 
Casino in Slandisli. From reelin 
to bagging A big jackpot', you ' i . ,<„•,,. . . ,^ ,^ 
time for fun at Michigan's best' U p - N o r t h 
destination. Take i—75 exit 188 to M-13 South, 
then left on Worth Road .Up-Nor th . 
It's closer than you think. 
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Winning Comes Naturally. 
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Wilcox winners 
Foundation hands out $25k in scholarships 

Jack Wilcox, a life-long resident 
of the City of Plymouth, died June 
30,2000. Prior to his death, 
he established and funded the 
Wilcox Foundation. 

Continuing to fulfill Jack 
Wilcox's desire to benefit the 
Plymouth/Canton Community, 
encourage interest in local his­
tory and assist in the education 
of youth, the Wilcox Foundation 
announced the continuation of 
a scholarship program for the 
Plymouth/Canton School District 
high school seniors. 

A total of $25,500 was awarded 
last week to 18 Plymouth-Canton 
area students who researched, 
then wrote an essay based on a 
lesser known founding person or 
family of the Plymouth-Canton 
community. 

Three Plymouth-Canton edu­
cators and three members of the 
Plymouth-Canton Community 
served on the panel of judges 
which selected the scholarship 
recipients. 

According to Win Schrader, a 
member of the Wilcox Foundation 
Committee and director of the 

Scholarship Program, the pro­
gram, unlike many scholarship 
programs, is not aimed solely at 
the top academic students, but 
rathefis interested in promoting 
broad participation by Plymouth-
Canton youth in learning about 
the history of Plymouth and 
Canton. 

Accordingly, he said, the crite­
ria for selecting the participants 
is centered around the time and 
effort put into research, resource­
fulness in tracking down sources 
of information and interest shown 
by the student. 

Staffers at Canton, Salem and 
Plymouth High Schools assisted 
in promoting and administering 
the program, but participation 
was open to all high school seniors 
who reside in the Plymouth-
Canton school district. 

Judging determined the recipi­
ents of the scholarships in the 
amounts $2,000 for first place 
and $1,500 for second place. In 
addition, a random drawing pro­
vided $1,000 scholarships to the 
remaining recipients. The purpose 
of the random drawing, Schrader 

SCHOLARSHIP SUCCESS 
. Here are the winners of the Wilcox Foundation Scholarships and their 
schools: 
•Canton High School - Jill Hakala, $1,000; Paige Babala, $1,000; Dominic 
Boneli, $1,500; Emily Noirn, $1,000; Julia Bank, $1,000; Margaret DePentu, 
$1,500; Achate GopaL. $1,580. 
* Salem High School - Kaya Dobson, $2,000; Chelsea Bitter, $2,000; 
Matthew Devey, $2,000; Kathryn Janda, $1,500. 
- Plymouth High School- Shavika Patei, $1,000; Alison H u e * $1,500; 
Katherine Hagar, $2,000. 
* Mercy High School - Ailegra Wrocklage, $1500; Emma Fricke, $1,000. 
* University©? Detroit - Brandon Vanik, $1,500; Reid Walborn, $1,000, 

Wilcox Scholarship winners from Canton High School included (from left) 
Dom Boneli, Achala Gopai, Emily Nairn, Julia Bank, Paige Babala, J i l l Hakala 
and Maggie DePentu. 

ing. The awards may be used for 
any form of post high school edu­
cation, including trade schools. • 
Additional contest information 
is available in the Counseling 
Offices of die Canton, Plymouth 
and Salem High Schools. 

"Financial aid is becoming 
increasingly difficult to obtain," 
Schrader said. "The Wilcox 

Foundation definitely assures 
Plymouth and Canton school 
district students some help. 
Hopefully it will also give the par­
ticipants an appreciation for local 
history and encourage additional 
interest. With a little effort on 
each student's part, each student 
has an equal chance to receive an 
award." 

Wiicox Scholarship winners from 
Salem High School included (from left) 
Kaya Dobson, Matt Devey and Katie 
Janda. Not pictured: Chelsea Bitter. 

said, was to "assure that every par­
ticipant had an absolutely equal 
chance of receiving a scholarship 
award." 

Wilcox Scholarship winners from 
Plymouth High School included 
Bhavika Patel, Katherine Hagar and 
Alison Huey. 

According to Schrader, the 
purpose driving this program is to 
encourage interest in and knowl­
edge about Plymouth history, irre­
spective of a student's class stand-
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Your Meat & 
Supermark 

SALE VALID 
MAY 26 - MAY 31 

Fresh Ground B e e f . , 

GROUND $069-" 
SIRLOIN 
Family Pack 

2 
Fresh Grade A A • 

CUT U P $1 
CHICKEN I 

DELM0NIC0 $999 
PORK ROAST fi 4 

Boneless 

ENGLISH CUT$Q99 
ROAST C 
2 Roast Value Pack 

1 
lb. # 

Boneless 

$ J 4 9 * 
STEW 

CENTER COT $£49 
PORK CROPS lb. 

• I 

Fresh Ground Beef 

GROUND $ 0 1 9 
CHUCK C 
Family Pack 

• 

Boneless 

NY STRIP $^99 
STEAKS 
6 Steak Value Pack 

Great on the Grill 
CHICKEN KAB0BS 

*> FILET MICNON 
KAB0BS 

POLISH $099: 
HAM U b » 
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'TrGaSlirG hU l l t i l lQ 6V6ry day' Residents support team's effort to fight cancer 
St. Vincent de Paul thrift store offer bargains in hard times 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

S h o p p e r s f e e l i n g t h e e c o n o m i c 
p i n c h c a n f i n d w h a t M i c h a e l 
S a i n e c o n s i d e r s a t r e a s u r e t r o v e 
i n s i d e t h e S o c i e t y o f S t . V i n c e n t 
d e P a u l t h r i f t s t o r e h e m a n a g e s 
i n W e s t l a n d . 

C o n s u m e r s c a n f i n d b r a n d -
n a m e c l o t h i n g , N o r i t a k e c r y s t a l , 
t e l e v i s i o n s , H a v i l a n d L i m o g e s 
c h i n a , b o o k s , f u r n i t u r e , c a p ­
p u c c i n o m a c h i n e s , s p o r t s c a r d s , 
g a m e s , w e d d i n g d r e s s e s , v i n y l 
r e c o r d s a n d a C i n d e r e l l a m u s i c 
b o x a m o n g t h e t h o u s a n d s o f 
i t e m s n e a t l y a r r a n g e d i n s i d e 
t h e s t o r e , l o c a t e d i n a s h o p p i n g 
c e n t e r o n t h e n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r o f 
W a y n e a n d H u n t e r r o a d s . 

M o r e i m p o r t a n t i n a t o u g h 
- e c o n o m y , s h o p p e r s p a y a f r a c t i o n 

o f w h a t i t w o u l d c o s t t h e m t o 
b u y t h e i t e m s n e w , a n d i t ' s a l l f o r 
a g o o d c a u s e . T h e S o c i e t y o f S t . 
V i n c e n t d e P a u l , w i t h 1 0 s t o r e s 
i n s o u t h e a s t M i c h i g a n a l o n e , 
s p e n d s 92 c e n t s f o r e v e r y d o l l a r 
i t e a r n s t o p r o v i d e f o o d , c l o t h i n g , 
s h e l t e r , y o u t h c a m p s a n d o t h e r 
s e r v i c e s t o p e o p l e i n n e e d . 

U n d e r t h e u m b r e l l a o f t h e 
A r c h d i o c e s a n C o u n c i l o f D e t r o i t , 
t h e l o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n r e c e i v e s i t s 
m e r c h a n d i s e f r o m d o n o r s a n d 
t h e n s e l l s i t t o b a r g a i n - h u n t e r s 
w h o n e e d t o s t r e t c h a d o l l a r , 
e s p e c i a l l y a s M i c h i g a n b a t t l e s a 
12 p e r c e n t u n e m p l o y m e n t r a t e . 

" I t ' s a p e r f e c t r e d i s t r i b u t i o n 
o f w e a l t h w i t h o u t g o v e r n m e n t 
i n t e r v e n t i o n , " S a i n e s a i d . 

H e m a n a g e s t h e s t o r e w i t h s i x 

i w V I 

7 ' 'fc 1 1% 

JtA 
TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Victoria White, a 13-year-old Westland resident and Livonia Emerson Middle 
School student, works at the Society of St. Vincent de Paul thrift store as .part 
of a service project through her youth group at St. Theodore Catholic Church. 

e m p l o y e e s , i n c l u d i n g a s s i s t a n t 
m a n a g e r s S h a r o n d a S m i l e y a n d 
B a r b a r a F l o o d , a n d v o l u n t e e r s 
l i k e 2 2 - y e a r - o l d W e s t l a n d m o m 
C h r i s t i n a P e t e r s o n , w h o s t o p s i n 
t w o o r t h r e e d a y s a w e e k t o h a n g 
u p c l o t h e s , p u t p r i c e t a g s o n m e r ­
c h a n d i s e a n d h e l p r e o r g a n i z e 
d i s p l a y s . 

"I a l s o s h o p h e r e f o r m y k i d s ' 
c l o t h i n g a n d t o y s , " s h e s a i d . " Y o u 
c a n ' t b e a t t h e p r i c e s . " 

A w o r l d w i d e o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e 
S o c i e t y o f S t . V i n c e n t d e P a u l 
w a s s t a r t e d 175 y e a r s a g o a n d 
h a s o p e r a t e d i n t h e D e t r o i t a r e a 
f o r 121 y e a r s . I n t h i s r e g i o n a l o n e , 
i t h e l p s s o m e 100,000 p e o p l e a 
y e a r . 

S a i n e a l s o p r o u d l y d e s c r i b e d 
t h e c h a r i t y a s e n v i r o n m e n t 

Healthy Paws 

15% Off All Veterinary Procedures 
25% Off All Surgical Procedures 

New Clients Only 

10657 Belleville Road • Belleville 
^Located in the Belleville Print P l a z a • J u s t N. of I-94* 
.| Across from McDonalds « 

Call for an appointment 

t a l l y f r i e n d l y , s a y i n g t h e s t o r e s 
" r e c y c l e " m e r c h a n d i s e e v e r y 
w e e k t h a t m i g h t o t h e r w i s e e n d 
u p i n l a n d f i l l s . M o r e o v e r , i t o n l y 
a c c e p t s a p p l i a n c e s a n d o t h e r 
i t e m s t h a t w o r k a n d d o n ' t n e e d 
r e p a i r s b e c a u s e , S a i n e s a i d , i t 
w o u l d n ' t b e f a i r t o s e l l b r o k e n 
g o o d s t h a t " e c o n o m i c a l l y c h a l ­
l e n g e d " p a t r o n s w o u l d h a v e t o 
s p e n d m o n e y t o f i x . 

S h o p p e r s c a n f i n d a n e a r l y 
n e w c o u c h for $ 1 0 0 , a b r a n d -
n a m e T - s h i r t a s l o w a s $ 1 , 
H a v i l a n d L i m o g e s c h i n a f o r 
$1.99 a p i e c e a n d w e d d i n g g o w n s 
f o r w e l l u n d e r $ 1 0 0 — a p r i c e 
t h a t " d o e s n ' t t a k e a b i t e o u t o f 
D a d ' s p o c k e t " a s h e h e l p s h i s 
d a u g h t e r p r e p a r e for h e r b i g d a y . 

" W e ' r e n o t o u t t o p i c k a n y ­
b o d y ' s p o c k e t , " S a i n e s a i d . 

P e o p l e w h o w a n t t o d o n a t e 
t o t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n c a n t a k e 
i t e m s l i k e c l o t h i n g d i r e c t l y t o t h e 
s t o r e s o r a r r a n g e t o h a v e b i g g e r 
m e r c h a n d i s e , s u c h a s f u r n i t u r e , 
p i c k e d u p b y c a l l i n g t h e S o c i e t y ' s 
t o l l f r e e n u m b e r a t ( 8 7 7 ) 7 8 8 -
4 6 2 3 . T h e W e s t l a n d s t o r e , l o c a t ­
e d a t 6 6 1 3 N . W a y n e R o a d , c a n 
b e r e a c h e d a t ( 7 3 4 ) 729 - 3 0 8 8 . 
M u c h m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , i n c l u d ­
i n g h o w t o m a k e a m o n e t a r y 
d o n a t i o n , i s a v a i l a b l e o n l i n e a t 
w w w . s v d p d e t . o r g . 

F o r t h o s e w h o m e r e l y w a n t a 
g o o d d e a l , t h e s t o r e h o u r s a r e 
9 a . m . t o 8 p . m . d a i l y e x c e p t f o r 
S u n d a y s w h e n i t ' s n o o n t o 5 p . m . 
A s S a i n e p u t i t , " i t ' s t r e a s u r e 
h u n t i n g e v e r y d a y . " 

Dance Classes for All Ages 
Ages 2 1/2 - Adult 

Recreational arid Competitive Classes Available 

Ballet 
Cecchetti 

Tap 
Jazz 

Hip Hop 
Lyrical 
Modern 
Pointe 
Pom 

Ballroom 
Preschool Combo 

Adult Recreational 
Pilates 

Foating" professional dance floors absorb shock to 
help prevent injuries. 

Highly qualified, friendly, professional teachers with 
training in a broad range of disciplines. 

Combo classes for dancers ages 2 i /2 - 5 combine 
ballet, tapjazz and aero. 

Multiple class and family discounts. 

541 S. Mill • Plymouth, MI 48170 
The corner of Ann Arbor Trail and Mill (Lille}/) 

734.207-8970 
www.MetroDanceCompany.com 

Follow us on Twitter! www.Twitter.com/MetroDance 

L a u r e n a n d C a r l e y 
Z i m m e r m a n o f P l y m o u t h 
h a v e o r g a n i z e d a f u n d - r a i s e r 
a t C a n t o n ' s M a x & E r m a ' s o n 
W e d n e s d a y , M a y 2 7 t o r a i s e 
m o n e y f o r t h e M i c h i g a n B r e a s t 
C a n c e r 3 - D a y . 

T h e s i s t e r s , a l o n g w i t h t h e i r 
c o u s i n , J a n i n e O w e n o f S o u t h 
L y o n , h a v e c r e a t e d a t e a m c a l l e d 
K n o b b y ' s K n o c k e r s a n d w i l l -
w a l k i n t h i s y e a r s B r e a s t C a n c e r 
3 - D a y . T h e t h r e e - d a y , 6 0 - m i l e 
w a l k b e n e f i t i n g S u s a n G . K o m e n 
for t h e C u r e a n d t h e N a t i o n a l 
P h i l a n t h r o p i c T r u s t B r e a s t 
C a n c e r F u n d r e q u i r e s m o n t h s o f 
p h y s i c a l a n d - f i n a n c i a l p r e p a r a ­
t i o n , c h a l l e n g e a n d t r i u m p h . 
P a r t i c i p a n t s c o m m i t t o r a i s i n g 
$ 2 , 3 0 0 i n o r d e r t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
a n d f o l l o w a four- t o s i x - m o n t h 
p h y s i c a l t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m . 

" I d e c i d e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n 
t h i s y e a r ' s B r e a s t C a n c e r 3 - D a y 
a f t e r w a t c h i n g m y M o m d o i t 
l a s t y e a r . S e e i n g h e r g o t h r o u g h 
t h e t r a i n i n g a n d t h e n t h e a c t u a l 
w a l k i t s e l f w a s s o i n s p i r i n g , " 
s a i d Z i m m e r m a n . " W i t h S u s a n 
G . K o m e n f o r t h e C u r e a n d t h e 
N a t i o n a l P h i l a n t h r o p i c T r u s t 
a s b e n e f i c i a r i e s o f t h e B r e a s t 
C a n c e r 3 - D a y , I k n o w I ' m 
a c c o m p l i s h i n g t h i s b y h e l p i n g 
e n s u r e f u n d i n g i s a v a i l a b l e f o r 
i m p o r t a n t r e s e a r c h , e d u c a ­
t i o n a n d c o m m u n i t y h e a l t h 
p r o g r a m s . I h o p e t o e x c e e d t h e 
f u n d - r a i s i n g g o a l w i t h o u t f u n d ­
r a i s e r . " 

B r e a s t c a n c e r w i l l a f f e c t o n e 
i n e i g h t w o m e n i n t h e U . S . 
a n d b r e a s t c a n c e r k n o w s n o 
b o u n d a r i e s — b e i t a g e , g e n d e r , 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c s t a t u s o r , m o r e 
b r o a d l y , t h e s t a t e o f t h e e c o n o m y . 
M i c h i g a n r e s i d e n t s l i k e t h e 
l a d i e s o f K n o b b y ' s K n o c k e r s 
r e c o g n i z e t h e n e e d for c o n t i n u e d 
s u p p o r t o f c h a r i t a b l e c a u s e s a s 

Sisters Lauren and Carley 
Zimmerman of Plymouth and their 
cousin, Janine Owen of South Lyon, 
have organized a fund-raiser at 
Canton's Max & Erma's to raise 
money for the Michigan Breast 
Cancer 3-Day. 

b o t h a b r o a d e f f o r t a n d for p e r ­
s o n a l r e a s o n s a l i k e . 

" T h e e c o n o m y i s b a d , b u t 
b r e a s t c a n c e r d o e s n ' t c a r e a b o u t 
t h e e c o n o m y , s o w e c a n ' t l e t t h a t 
s t o p u s , " s a i d Z i m m e r m a n . ' I t 
i s a n d v e r y r e w a r d i n g t o k n o w 
o u r c o m m i t m e n t h a s b r o u g h t s o 
m a n y p e o p l e t o g e t h e r i n s u p p o r t 
o f o u r t e a m ' s b o l d e f f o r t s t o r a i s e 
f u n d s t o e n d b r e a s t c a n c e r . " 

A l l d a y , M a x & E r m a ' s o f 
C a n t o n ( a t F o r d R o a d a n d 
C a n t o n C e n t e r ) w i l l d o n a t e 2 0 
p e r c e n t o f a l l r e c e i p t s t o s u p p o r t 
K n o b b y ' s K n o c k e r s w a l k i n t h e 
B r e a s t C a n c e r 3 - D a y . D i n e r s 
m u s t b r i n g a t i c k e t ; w i t h o u t i t , 
t h e r e s t a u r a n t w i l l n o t h o n o r t h e 
f u n d - r a i s e r . T i c k e t s c a n b e found 
a t w w w . k n o b b y s k n o c k e r s . w e b s . 
c o m t o p r i n t o f f t h e t i c k e t . 

P a t t e r s o n s u p p o r t s Ducks 
S e n a t o r B r u c e P a t t e r s o n ' s ( R -

C a n t o n ) l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t o f f e r s a 
D u c k s U n l i m i t e d f u n d - r a i s i n g ' 
l i c e n s e p l a t e p a s s e d t h e S e n a t e 
W e d n e s d a y . 

D u c k s U n l i m i t e d i s a n o n ­
p r o f i t o r g a n i z a t i o n d e d i c a t e d t o 
t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d r e s t o r a t i o n 

o f w e t l a n d h a b i t a t for w a t e r f o w l . 
S i n c e i t s formation i n 1937, t h e y 
h a v e c o n s e r v e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
1 2 . 3 m i l l i o n a c r e s o f w a t e r f o w l 
h a b i t a t i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 
C a n a d a a n d M e x i c o , i n c l u d i n g 
o v e r 5 0 , 0 0 0 a c r e s i n M i c h i g a n . 
T h e y h a v e i d e n t i f i e d t h e G r e a t 
L a k e s s y s t e m a s a p r i o r i t y f o r 
w e t l a n d s a n d w a t e r f o w l c o n s e r ­
v a t i o n . 

" I a m a p r o u d m e m b e r o f t h e 
M i c h i g a n C h a p t e r o f D u c k s 
U n l i m i t e d , " P a t t e r s o n s a i d . ' A s 
a c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t , I f u l l y s u p ­
p o r t t h e i r e f f o r t s t o m a k e t h i s 
s t a t e a n d a l l o f N o r t h A m e r i c a a 
b e t t e r p l a c e t o c o - e x i s t w i t h o u r 
f e a t h e r e d f r i e n d s , " 

T h e s t a t e d o e s riot s u b s i d i z e 
t h e c o s t o f f u n d - r a i s i n g l i c e n s e 
p l a t e s . D u c k s U n l i m i t e d w o u l d 
r a i s e t h e $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 s t a r t u p f e e 
a n d t h e n t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n w o u l d 
r e c e i v e t h e p r o c e e d s f r o m t h e 
s a l e o f t h e p l a t e s . 

Senior f i t n e s s 
T h e P l y m o u t h C o m m u n i t y 

C o u n c i l o n A g i n g h o s t s t h e 
N a t i o n a l S e n i o r H e a l t h & F i t n e s s 
D a y , " F i t n e s s i s a g o o d m o v e , " 9 
a . m . t o n o o n W e d n e s d a y , M a y 
2 7 , a t t h e P l y m o u t h C u l t u r a l 
C e n t e r , 5 2 5 F a r m e r . 

T h e d a y w i l l i n c l u d e d o o r 
p r i z e s , r a f f l e s , d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , 
g i v e a w a y s , f r e e b l o o d p r e s s u r e 
c h e c k s a n d m o r e . 

E v e n t s i n c l u d e a o n e - m i l e 
i n d o o r w a l k f r o m 9 a . m . t o 
n o o n ; S e n i o r E x e r c i s e w i t h E l l i e 
9 - 1 0 : 3 0 a . m . ; T a i C h i d e m o n ­
s t r a t i o n , 1 0 : 3 0 - 1 1 a . m . ; a n d a 
y o g a d e m o n s t r a t i o n , 1 1 - 1 1 : 3 0 
a . m . F r e e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c a n b e 
o b t a i n e d b y c a l l i n g ( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 9 -
8 8 8 8 . 

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , c a l l t h e 
C o m m u n i t y C o u n c i l o n A g i n g , 
( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 3 - 1 2 3 4 , - E x t . 2 3 6 . 

Man killed in accident at Detroit Diesel 
BY ALEX IUNDBERG 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A C a n t o n m a n w a s k i l l e d 
W e d n e s d a y b y a m a c h i n e h e w a s 
r e p a i r i n g a t a R e d f o r d T o w n s h i p 
e n g i n e p l a n t . 

J e f f M a l i n s , a 5 1 - y e a r - o l d 
C a n t o n r e s i d e n t , d i e d a t D e t r o i t 
D i e s e l w h e n a m a c h i n e h e 
w a s r e p a i r i n g s w i t c h e d o n 
W e d n e s d a y a f t e r n o o n . A c c o r d i n g 

t o p o l i c e r e p o r t s , t h e m a n w a s 
w o r k i n g o n t h e m a c h i n e t h a t 
s t a r t e d t o b a c k u p . M e d i c a l 
w o r k e r s a t t h e f a c t o r y a t t e m p t e d 
t o t r e a t t h e m a n ' s h e a d i n j u r y 
i n p r e p a r a t i o n for t h e a r r i v a l o f 
e m e r g e n c y r e s p o n d e r s . 

R e d f o r d T o w n s h i p p o l i c e a n d 
f i r e d e p a r t m e n t o f f i c e r s w e n t o u t 
t o t h e f a c t o r y , 1 2 1 0 0 T e l e g r a p h , 
t o t r y t o s a v e t h e m a n ' s l i f e b u t 
w e r e u n a b l e t o d o s o . M a l i n s w a s 

p r o n o u n c e d d e a d a t t h e s c e n e a t 
4 : 2 0 p . m . a n d w a s t a k e n f r o m 
t h e s c e n e b y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
o f t h e W a y n e C o u n t y M e d i c a l 
E x a m i n e r ' s o f f i c e . 

R e d f o r d T o w n s h i p P o l i c e 
C a p t . K r a i g B r u e c k d e c l i n e d t o 
c o m m e n t o n t h e i n c i d e n t , s a y i n g 
t h a t t h e a c c i d e n t a t t h e p l a n t i s 
u n d e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n b y t h e S t a t e 
o f M i c h i g a n O c c u p a t i o n a l S a f e t y 
a n d H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

080% 

O 50% 
iHittiiMMii H Ai Y' 

through June 30, 2009** 

FDIC insured up to 
$250,000.00***: -¾ 

M E M B E R 

FDIC 

A Bank you can call your own 

1333 W.Ann Arbor Rd 
Plymouth 

(734)455-1511 
www.newlibertybank.com 

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 2 80% for our 1S-ajonth Certificate of Oepostt is accurate as of the day of j>^i&ation;A\''' . 
Minimum deposit « f S1(000 iiiew;moaey asteurrentty m deposit at New Liberty Bank) retfatreA- Offer good for'^llmltedtiiie. 6¾¾¾-
Please call for (Setatfc. No brofcered deposits stesejJteti Offer gootS for a.li£Qiied4sEfle only. May also be o p e n e d as' ah Individual y . • 
Retirement Account. [ : '• 
**0ffer is available to individuals and smaH businesses Minimum of $1,000 0& in aew money to ^ t i a i t i f y for preagonal APY of' 
2 50% Balances below $1,800 OS will earn 46*<4 APY Account roust be opened prior to June 1,20G9 to qualify fisr 2-50% APY •' 
***FDIC insumceien^orarilyteims^ 

http://www.svdpdet.org
http://www.MetroDanceCompany.com
http://www.Twitter.com/MetroDance
http://www.knobbysknockers.webs
http://www.newlibertybank.com


online a* .com LOCAL NEWS Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, May 24,2009 ( C P ) A7 

law gives people a second chance 

Rick Bloom 

Q : D e a r R i c k : I g e n e r a l l y 
a g r e e w i t h w h a t y o u s a y a n d 
I l i k e y o u r d o w n t o e a r t h 
a p p r o a c h , h o w e v e r , I q u e s ­
t i o n o n e o f 
y o u r r e c e n t 
c o l u m n s i n 
w h i c h y o u 
s e e m t o s u g ­
g e s t t h a t 
b a n k r u p t c y 
i s n ' t s u c h 
a b a d i d e a . 
I t h i n k t o o 
m a n y p e o p l e 
g o i n t o b a n k ­
r u p t c y w h e n 
t h e y d o n ' t 
h a v e t o . I t h i n k t o o m a n y 
p e o p l e a r e t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e 
o f t h e s y s t e m . I w o u l d h o p e 
t h a t i n t h e f u t u r e y o u w o u l d 
d i s c o u r a g e p e o p l e f r o m 
u s i n g b a n k r u p t c y . 

A : I understand where y o u 
a r e coming from and part o f 
m e agrees with you, however, 
I d o n ' t think I should be dis­
couraging people from pursu­
i n g bankruptcy where needed. 

There are people who take 
advantage of bankruptcy 
l a w s and over the last few 
y e a r s bankruptcy reform has 
attempted to reduce the num­
ber of abuses. Most people use 
bankruptcy laws as they were 
i n t e n d e d . 

T h e purpose of bankruptcy 
l a w s i s t o provide an indi­
vidual with a second chance. 
W h e t h e r he/she was irrespon­
s i b l e with personal finances 
o r r a n into bad luck, the laws 
a r e m e a n t to protect in either 
circumstance. 

Bankruptcy should not be 
t h e f i r s t choice when indi­
v i d u a l s run into financial dif­
f i c u l t y . E v e n d u r i n g difficult 
e c o n o m i c times, there are con­
s e q u e n c e s w h e n someone goes 
i n t o bankruptcy — even for 
t h o s e w i t h good credit. When 
s o m e o n e runs into financial 
d i f f i c u l t y , t h e y should explore 
a l l o p t i o n s — bankruptcy is 
o n e . 

It i s n o t immoral or unethi­
cal to take advantage of bank­
ruptcy l a w s when someone is 
i n f i n a n c i a l distress. 

I n this country, the econom­
i c and financial system runs 
according to rules and bank­
ruptcy laws are part o f this 
system. American b u ^ i n e - ^ ^ 
operate as they do in pari 
b e c a u s e of bankruptcy laws. 

F o r example, there an-
usury laws which #o\ ei n how 
much interest a n indi\idiuii 
i s allowed t o be charged. The 
charge card companies have 
b e e n able t o exclude them­
s e l v e s from that law and can 
charge virtually unlimited 

THINKING ABOUT 

with trie {jufctase of a qualifying Lennox 

I
products © 2G09 Lennox Indnsines inc See you 
participating Lennoir aealei lor detail" Lsraiox 
dealers include independently owned mo 

^perated businesses ^ 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(734) 
Our 35th Year! 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
8919 MiDDL£8£LT* LIVONIA 

www.unitedtemperatjreservices.com 

Family Owned and Operated 

Traditional Service 
witk Burial 

i n c l u d e * mc-ul 
Ca$W, o u t e r 
Ira rial L ' o n i o i u e r . 
v i e w i n g f s u r v i v e 

Basic C r e m a t i o n 

•$200 addithnJ 
for Memorial Service* 

Traditional Service 
witk Cremation 

Affordable funerals 
tailored for any budget 

24501 Five Mile Road" • Redford 

3 1 3 - 5 3 5 - 3 0 3 0 
w w w i i s l i e r f u i i e r a l a n t l c v e n i a t i f n . c o m 

a m o u n t s o f i n t e r e s t o n c h a r g e 
c a r d d e b t . O n e o f t h e i r r e a s o n s 
f o r s e e k i n g t h i s e x c l u s i o n w a s 
t o o f f s e t l o s e s t h a t o c c u r w h e n 
c o n s u m e r s g o i n t o b a n k r u p t c y . 
W h e n c o n s u m e r s p a y h i g h 
i n t e r e s t r a t e s o n c h a r g e c a r d s 
t h e y h a v e m o r e o r l e s s b o u g h t 
a n i n s u r a n c e p o l i c y o n t h e i r 
d e b t . T h e p r e m i u m i s i n t h e 
f o r m o f h i g h e r i n t e r e s t r a t e s . 
Don't b e o v e r l y c o n c e r n e d f o r 
c h a r g e c a r d c o m p a n i e s w h e n 

t h e y h a v e t o t a k e a l o s s d u e t o 
b a n k r u p t c y b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e 
a l r e a d y b e e n c o m p e n s a t e d b y 
c h a r g i n g h i g h e r i n t e r e s t r a t e s . 

B u s i n e s s e s — l a r g e a n d 
s m a l l —- f a c t o r b a d d e b t i n t o 
t h e e q u a t i o n w h e n d e t e r m i n ­
i n g t h e p r i c e o f t h e i r p r o d u c t s . 
W e a l l p a y a h i g h e r p r i c e o n 
g o o d s a n d s e r v i c e s t o o f f s e t 
l o s s e s t h a t c o m p a n i e s i n c u r 
d u e t o b a n k r u p t c y . 

I d o n ' t m e a n t o s e e m c a v a ­

l i e r a b o u t f i l i n g f o r b a n k r u p t ­
c y ; h o w e v e r , I a l s o d o n ' t w a n t 
t o b e h o l i e r t h a n t h o u a n d 
c l a i m t h a t I w o u l d n ' t r e c o m ­
m e n d b a n k r u p t c y t o a n y o n e . 
I b e l i e v e i n d i v i d u a l s , j u s t 
l i k e c o r p o r a t i o n s , s h o u l d n o t 
h e s i t a t e t o u s e b a n k r u p t c y i n 
o r d e r t o g e t a f r e s h s t a r t . 

T h e r e i s n o d o u b t m a n y 
p e o p l e m i s u s e t h e b a n k r u p t c y 
l a w s . I n m a n y o f t h o s e s i t u ­
a t i o n s t h e i n d i v i d u a l i s c o m ­

m i t t i n g a f r a u d a n d t h e r e a r e 
l e g a l c o n s e q u e n c e s i f t h e y a r e 
c a u g h t . 

O v e r t h e y e a r s , I ' v e h a d 
m i x e d r e a c t i o n s w h e n t h e 
t o p i c o f b a n k r u p t c y a r i s e s . 
T h e r e a r e a n u m b e r o f p e o p l e 
w h o b e l i e v e t h e r e i s a m o r a l 
o b l i g a t i o n t o p a y b a c k d e b t s 
a n d t h a t b a n k r u p t c y i s n e v e r 
a n o p t i o n . I r e s p e c t t h a t b e l i e f , 
b u t I d i s a g r e e . 

O n e r e a s o n w e a r e s u c h a 

g r e a t c o u n t r y i s t h a t w e r e c ­
o g n i z e t h a t o n a n o c c a s i o n a l 
b a s i s , p e o p l e n e e d a f r e s h 
s t a r t . T h a t i s e x a c t l y w h a t 
b a n k r u p t c y c a n d o f o r s o m e ­
o n e . 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-'. 
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 

V&tl OHwireless 

With any Nationwide Family SharePian 1400 Anytime Minutes or more. 

(Activation fees, taxes & other charges apply.)* 

Free phones must be of equal or lesser value. All phones require new 2-yr. activation. While supplies last. 

S a m s u n g A l i a s ™ 2 
Dual flip phone 

$129.99 2-yr. price - $50 
mail-in rebate debit card 
Requires a Nationwide 
Calling Plan. 

S a m s u n g Trance*" 
Stylish music slider 

599.99 2-yr. price — $50 
mail-in rebate debit card. 

S a m s u n g Sway™ 
Sleek slider with 
pics a n d video 

$79.99 2-yr. price-$50 
mail-in rebate debit card. 

S a m s u n g S m o o t h ™ 
VZ Navigator5" capable 

$79.99 2-yr. price -$50 
matl-m rebate debit card. 

1.877.2BUY.VZW verizonwireless.com I a n y store 

A L L E N P A R K 3128 Fairlane Dr. 313-271-9255 * 
A U B U R N HILLS Great Lakes Crossing Mali 248-253-1799 
B R I G H T O N 8159 Challis. Ste. C 810-225-4789 
C A N T O N 42447 Ford Rd. 734-844-0481 
C L I N T O N T O W N S H I P 

17370 Hail Rd. 586-228-4977 
D E A R B O R N 24417 Ford Rd. 313-278-4491 * 

Fairlane Mali 313-441-0168 
DETROIT 14126 Woodward 313-869-7392 

300 Renaissance Center 313-567-4055 
F A R M I N G T O N HILLS 31011 Orchard take Rd. 

?A?- -538-9900 
F E N T O N 17245 Silver Pkwy. 810-629-2733 
FT. GRATIOT4129 24th Ave. 810-385-1231 
L A K E O R I O N 2531 S. Lapeer Rd. 248-393-6800 
L I V O N I A 29523 Plymouth Rd. 734-513-9077 
M O N R O E r 61 Mall Rd. 731-241-4099 
N O R T H V I L L E 20580 Haggerty Rc. 734-779-0148 
NOVI 43025 52 Mne Rd. 248-305-6600 

Twelve Oaks Mat! 248-735-3973 

I n Col la bo ratio n w ith 

Alcatel-Lucent %m 

P O N T I A C / W A T E R F O R D 454 Teiegrapn Rd 
248-335-9900 

R O C H E S T E R H I L L S 3035 S. Rochester Rd. 
248-853-0550 

ROYAL O A K 31941 Woodward Ave. 
248-549-4177 

ST. CLAIR S H O R E S 26401 Harper Ave. 
586-777-4010 

S O U T H F I E L D 28117 Telegraph Rd. 248-358-3700 
STERLING H E I G H T S Lakeside Mall 

586-997-6500 
TAYLOR 23495 Eureka Rd. 734-287-1770 
TROY 1913 E. Big Beaver Rd. 248-526-0040 

Oakland Mai! 248-588-9507 
W A R R E N 5745 Twelve Mile Rd„ Heritage Village 

586-578-0955 
W E S T L A N D 35105 Warren Rd. 734-722-7330 

Equipment prices, models & return policy vary by location. Authorized 
Retailers may impose additional equipment related charges, including cancellation fees. 

B L O O M F I E L D HILLS Wireless Network 
248-593-3400 

C A N T O N Cellular and More 
4i816Ford Rd. 734-404-019; 
44011 Ford Rd. 734-981-7440 

C L A W S O N Communications USA 248-280-6390 
C O M M E R C E Cellular Source 248-360-9400 
D A V I S O N Wireless USA 810-412-5222 
F A R M I N G T O N Wireless USA 248-615-2212 
F A R M I N G T O N HILLS Cellular City 248-848-8800 
FOWLERVILLE Hometown Wireless 517-223-3458 
FT. GRATIOT Wireless Solutions 810-385-3400 
GROSSE POINTE Wireless Zone 313-417-1000 
M A C O M B Wireless Zone 586-566-8555 
M A R Y S V I L L E Fusion Communications 810-326-1931 
M I L F O R D Mobile2Mobile Wireless 248-529-6647 
M O N R O E 2B Mobile 734-240-0388 

Cellular Central 734-384-9691 
Herkimer Radio 734-242-0806 
Herkimer Too 734-384-7001 

M T C L E M E N S Wireless Zone 586-486-7300 
O R T O N V I L L E Wireless Zone 248-884-1966 
O X F O R D Wireless Network 248-628-8400 
P L Y M O U T H Wireless USA 734-414-9510 
R O C H E S T E R Wireless Network 248-608-0010 
R O Y A L O A K Fusion Communications 248-549-7700 
S H E L B Y T O W N S H I P Wireless Zone 586-781-2200 
S O U T H L Y O N Ceil City 248-587-1100 
S O U T H F I E L D Wireless USA 248-395-2222 
ST. CLAIR Fusion Communications 810-388-9950 
S T E R L I N G H E I G H T S Wireless Network 

586-997-1777 

Wireless Zone 586-795-8610 
T R O Y T h e Wireless Shop 248-458-1111 
U T I C A Mobile2Mobile Wireless 586-739-9977 
W A R R E N Wireless Network 586-573-7599 
W E S T B L O O M F I E L D Global Wireless 248-681-7200 

HABLAMOS MESfl 
ESPANOL 

Official Wireless Provider 
of the Detroit Tigers Official Wireless Communications 

Provider for Spartan Athletics 

w0ur5circharges{incl. Fed. Univ.Svc. of 11.3% of interstate& int'l telecom barges (variesquarteriy), 7C Regulatory&85< Admlnistrative/tine/mo. &others by area) are nottaxes(details: 1-888-684-1888); gov'ttaxes& oursurchargescoufdadd 9%-33% 
to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35 {$2Sfor secondary Family SharePian lines w/2-yr.Agmts). 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust.Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form&credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line, up to 4SC/min. afteraliowance & add'! charges appEyfor data sent or received. Friends & Family**: Only domestic tandiine orwireless numbers 
(otherthan directory assistance, 900 numbers or customer's own wireless or voice mail access numbers) included; all eligible lines on an account share the same Friends Family numbers, up to account's eligibility limits; set up & manage online. Offers & coverage, varying by sve, not 
available everywhere. Networkdetalls&cDveragemapsatvzw.com. Limited-timeoffers. Whilesupplies last.Nights: 9:01 pm-5:59am M-F. Rebate debit cardtakesupto6wks.&exp.in 12 mos.<D2009 Verizon Wireless. SSMD. 

http://www.unitedtemperatjreservices.com
http://wwwiislierfuiieralantlcveniatifn.com
mailto:ters@hometownlife.com
http://www.bloomassetmanagement.com
http://verizonwireless.com
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Rolling history lesson makes local stop 
On Friday morning, a large 

green bus came rolling into 
Canton and parked next the 
library. While it may have 
looked a little out of place, 
the bus was actually a travel­
ing museum housing artifacts 
from World War II. 

Nearly 60 people visited 
the converted school bus, or 
"buseum," during its stay. 
They got a first hand look at 
what life was like for German 
prisoners of war. The exhibit 
paints a picture of POW life 
as captured soldiers experi­
enced it. Using artifacts, pho­
tographs, documents, audio 
and DVD documentaries, it 
focuses on the experiences of 
the roughly 372,000 German 
POWs held in U.S. Army-
operated camps across the 
United States. 

Prisoners were sent out 
to harvest or process crops, 
build roads, fell,trees, roof 
barns, erect silos, work in 
light non-military industry, 
lay city sewers and construct 
tract housing, wash U.S. Army 
laundry and do other practical 
wartime tasks. With the high 
rate of 19th-century German 
immigration to the Midwest, 
many of those who worked 
with POWs spoke to them in 

The bus museum contains many artifacts obtained from Nazi soldiers after 
they had been captured by the American military during World War II. 

their native tongue — some 
even had relatives or former 
neighbors among them. In the 
process, they formed friend­
ships with their American 
captors. A number of POWs 
even chose to immigrate to 
the United States after the 
war. 

The Canton Veterans 
Memorial Association and 
Friends of the Canton Public 
Library sponsored the buse-
um's visit. Admission was free. 

"The buseum presents a 
part of American history that 
demonstrates how two differ­
ent groups of people can have 
a big impact on each other 

and on global relations " said 
Laurie Golden, spokesperson 
for the Canton Public Library. 
"This exhibit shows that how, 
in the worst of times, treat­
ing people with dignity brings 
out the best in everyone. 
The Canton Public Library, 
the Veteran's Memorial 
Association and the Friends of 
the library are happy to bring 
this to our community." 

The TRACES' mobile 
museum is currently touring 
six Midwest states reaching 
schools, libraries and histori­
cal societies. The bus is being 
driven by Irving Kellman. 

"While there is quite a bit of. 

Canton's Lisa Lang checks out one 
of the World War II exhibits aboard 
the bus. 

information about American 
soldiers held prisoner in 
WWII Nazi Germany, less 
is known about captured 
Germans soldiers held prison­
er in America during the war. 
This exhibit tells their story" 
said John Spencer, presi­
dent of the Canton Veterans 
Memorial Association. 

KNOW THE SCORE: Check out the numbers in today's sports section 
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Dan's Custom Brickwork 
882 York St. • Plymouth, MI 48170 

Chimneys & Porches Repaired 
and Rebuilt 

• 

Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work 

Natural & Cultured Stone Installation 

1.734.416.5425 
Free Estimates 

Licensed and Insured We're recommended 
by Joe Gannon 

REFACING 
$500 Couniertop* 
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50% SAVINGS 
OR MORE! 

FREE ESTIMATES 

: cabinet clinic 
Vv Ladder in Cabinet Refacwg 

West 734-421-8151 
North-East 586-751-1848 

www.cabiriete 
* Limited time offer~5Qsq.tt am. 
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Buy or refinance a vehicle loan for $5,000 or more 
now through June 30, 2009 and we'll give you a 

Pius you may also take advantage of no payments for 
60 days!* pet pre-approved before you shop and your 
money will be ready when you need it.* 
a Apply online at communityalliancecu.org 
• Call our 24/7 Loan Center at 866.398.6660 
e Call or stop by the Credit Union 

"APR = Annual Percentage Rate and is subject to change. Examples shown are estimates. 
VISA gift card issued at time loan Is disbursed, while supplies last. Minimum loan amount 
is $5,000. This loan cannot be used to refinance existing loans at,Community Alliance 
Credit Union. Interest accrues from the date the ban is disbursed. 

Amount 
Term 
Rate 
Monthly Payment 

M l t M L J k l t e 
$10,000 

48 months 
5.75% APR* 

$235.34 

$18,000 
72 months 

5.50% APR* 
$292.53 

^ 5 5 

C O M M U N I T Y A L L I A N C E 
EST. 1966 C R E D I T UNION 

M D U P G u i d e l b F i n a n c i a l S u c c e s s 

Dearborn Office 
(Inside North entrance of AAA 
Headquarters Building) 
1 Auto Club Drive 
Dearborn, Ml 48126 
313.336.1534 • 800.287.0046 

L i v o n i a B r a n c h 
37401 Plymouth Road 
Livonia, Ml 48150 
734.464.8079 

communityalliancecu.org 
NCUA 

http://hometownlife.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://www.cabiriete
http://communityalliancecu.org
http://communityalliancecu.org
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Salem's Lee too hot to hit in KLAA final 

BY ED WRIGHT 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

It was only.fitting that on 
an 80-degree afternoon that 
felt a lot like the first day of 
summer, the inaugural KLAA 
Kensington Conference soft-

PREP SOFTBALL 

ball title was decided by a 
pitcher delivering high heat. 

Led by flame-throwing 
sophomore pitcher Briana Lee, 
Salem captured its second 

straight conference cham­
pionship Wednesday when 
it knocked off state-ranked 
Livonia Franklin, 4-0. The 
Rocks also won the final 
Western Lakes Activities 
Association title last spring. 

Lee silenced a robust 

Patriot line-up that had won 
30 of 34 games heading into 
Wednesday's contest. She 
struck out nine, walked none 
and yielded just one bit — 
Chelsea Williams' first-inning, 
two-strike bunt single that Lee 
nearly caught before it hit the 

ground and back-spun away 
from her. 

"Winning back-to-back 
conference championships 
says a lot for the program as 
a whole and it shows what a 

Please see K L A A , B 2 

I n v a l u a b l e 
C a t a l y s t s 

Trio of senior captains have 
made impact since Day 1 

BY ED WRIGHT 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Most successful high school 
softbalLteams are a lot like 
Oreo cookies: They're extra 
sweet up the middle. 

Case in point: Plymouth's 
perennially strong program, 
which has been blessed by a trio 
of heart-of-the-diamond stars 
the past four seasons. 

Senior captains Erin Rodes 
(catcher), Beth Heldmeyer 
(second base) and Jill Brennan 
(center field) not only patrol 
key positions for the Wildcats, 
but they've provided a level of 
leadership that has proven to 
be priceless during the past 
four springs5 pressure-packed 
games. 

Each member of the Wildcats' 
terrific threesome has not only 
started since their freshman 
year, hut they've played pivotal 
roles in leading the team to four 
straight 20-plus win seasons. 

Last year, the 'Cats advanced 
to a Division 1 Regional final 

before getting nipped by White 
Lake Lakeland. This year, 
they'll take a 27-9 mark into 
next week's District tournament 
at Plymouth. 

"They're definitely going 
to be missed next year," said 
Plymouth coach Val Canfield. 
"Not only because they're class 
acts on the field, but because 
they're such role models off it, 
too. It's going to be difficult to 
find anyone to fill their spots. 

"I know they're all going to 
be successful in college because 
of the ladder of success they've 
climbed throughout high 
school. All three have been 
tremendous assets to our pro­
gram." 

C a t c h a r i s i n g s t a r 
Canfield was able to catch a 

glimpse of Heldmeyer's skills 
before she first stepped foot on 
the Plymouth High School soft-
ball field. 

"When Beth was in eighth 

Piease see CAPTAINS, B 2 
Senior captains (from left) Beth Heldmeyer, J i l l Brennan (kneeling) and Erin 
the Plymouth softball team since their freshman seasons. 
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Rodes have played 

I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

pivotal roles for 

On the heels of a j * * * ^ 
10-0 regular season, H f * 

Canton's boys golf t _ 
team placed third at 1 

Thursday's Division 1 
District tournament 

at Tanglewood Golf 
Course. By finishing 

in the top six, the 
Chiefs qualified for 

next week's Regiona 
competition. Pictured 

(from left) are coach 
Tom Alies, Jeremy 

Lindlbauer, Dom Bo nel I, 
Andrew Rickerman, 

Zach Conrad (the 
District medalist) and 

Brendan Muir. 

Par-fect 10-0: Chiefs ace schedule 
BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Even Tiger Woods would 
be envious of the Canton 
boys golf team's success rate 
this spring. 

The Chiefs reeled off a 
Tiger-esque 10-0 regular 
season before placing third 
at Thursday's Division 1 
District tournament at 
Tanglewood Golf Course 
in South Lyon. The stellar 

effort qualified coach Tom 
Alles' team for next week's 
Regional competition. 

"Our top four players have 
been very consistent all sea­
son," said Alles; when asked 
to reveal the key to his 
squad's success. "I had high 
hopes before the season 
started and they've exceed­
ed my expectations." 

Over the course of Alles' 
16-year coaching career, 
this is his first team to go 

unbeaten in dual meets: 
"Looking back, this is 

definitely one of the most 
talented teams I've ever ... 
coached," he said. "The last 
time we won the conference, 
we went iO-1 in 1996 or '97-
This team matches up well 
with that one." 

The Chiefs have been 
paced by junior Zach 
Conrad, who carded a 

Please see CHIEFS, B 3 

Dixon throws gen at Rocks 
Canton's baseball team 

upended Salem, 7-1, 
Wednesday-afternoon in a 
Kensington Lakes Activities 
Association cross-over game 
at Salem. 

Junior left-handed pitcher 
Alex Dixon limited the 
Rocks to just four hits in six 
innings of work. He struck 
out nine batters and didn't 
issue a walk. 

Nick Tomilenko (2-for-4, 
RBI, run) and Zane Birchler 
(2-for-4, run) fueled the 
winners' offensive attack. 
Seth Tschetter sparked a 
three-run, two-out sev­
enth-inning uprising for the 
Chiefs by lacing a two-run 
single. 

Canton scored four times 
in the second off Rock 
starter David Hales before 
tacking on three in the final 
frame. Salem's lone run 
came in the sixth. 

Canton buthit Salem, 7-4. 
Both teams committed one 
error. 

The Chiefs improved to 
19-11 with the win. Salem 
slipped to 20-10. 

Canton will take on 
Livonia Stevenson in a pre-

Canton junior pitcher Alex Dixon, 
pictured during a game earlier this 
season, allowed just four hits and 
struck out nine in six innings of work 
to pick up the win in Wednesday's 7-1 
victory over Salem. 

District contest Tuesday at 
4 p.m. at Plymouth High 
School. Salem opens District 
action on May 30. 

GAME 
WRAPS 

S p a r t a n s rally t o 
edge 'Cat hitters 

In a Kensington Conference 
crossover Wednesday, host 
Livonia Stevenson rallied for 
two runs in the bottom of the 
10th inning to beat Plymouth, 
9-8, at Ford Field in Livonia. 

The victory improved the 
Spartans' record to 11-18 
while the 'Cats slipped to 17-
11. 

It was 6-6 after seven 
innings. Each team scored a 
run in the ninth inning before 
Plymouth tallied a pair of 
runs in the top of the 10th to 
take an 8-7 advantage. 

The game-winning 
rally started when Charlie 
Crockett was hit by a pitch 
and scored on Jeff Sorenspn's 
triple. Mark Wagner's long 
double to deep left center 
field was the game-winner. 
Top Stevenson hitters includ­
ed Mike Turtle (4-for-6; three 
RBI); Sorenson (3-for-4; two 
triples; three runs); Wagner 
(2-for-5; two RBI); Nick 
Tomasi (two RBI) and J.J. 
Pettersson (2-for-6; RBI). 

Mike Nadratowski went 4-
for-6 and scored three runs to 
pace Plymouth. 

Other standouts at the plate 
for the Wildcats included 
Travis Mewton (3-for-4; 
RBI); Matt Priebe (3:for-3; 
RBI); Cliff Buttermore (2-for-
4); and Brad Lineberry (two 
RBI). 

Josh Strautz, who went the 
final 4.2 innings in relief of 
Sorenson, got the win. 

Wildcat kickers 
blank Pinckney 

Plymouth's girls soccer 
team closed out its regular 
season Wednesday night 
with an impressive 5-0 tri­
umph over Pinckney in a 
Kensington Lakes Activities 
Association cross-over match 
played on the PCEP soccer 
pitch. The win improved the 
Wildcats'record'to 11-3-2. 

Kelly Dobbs and McKenzie 
both netted a pair of goals 
for the winners. Freshman 
Melissa Aho, who was recent­
ly promoted from the junior-
varsity squad, also scored a 
goal. ' 

Marissa Williams was -
stellar in net for Plymouth, 
recording the shutout. 

Canton LAX t e a m falls 
Canton's boys lacrosse 

team dropped a 13-8 deci­
sion to North Farmington 
Wednesday in a Division 1 
Regional contest. 

Matt Rodgers, Jordan 
Emery, Jason Avedesian, 
Riley Hoernschemeyer, Jake 
Underwood and Trevor 
Moore scored for the Chiefs. 

Coaches: P l e a s e 
r e p o r t results 

Local high school athletic 
coaches are encouraged to 
report the results of their 
team's contests to Observer 
Sports Editor Ed Wright, who 
can be reached at (734) 578-
2767 or ewright@hometown-
life.com 

The deadline for Thursday 
editions of the Observer is 
Tuesday at 11 p.m. The dead 
line for Sunday editions is 
Friday at 11 p.m. 
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