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CONNECTION
Senior Expo:
May 19

Celebrate senior life at the sixth
annual Senior Expo from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Tuesday, May 19, in the
VisTaTech Center at Schooleraft
College. More than 60 exhibitors,
demonstrations, music and edu-
cational programs will be offered
throughout the day. Free admis-
sion and free parking are avail-
able. The event is presented by the
Observer €3 Eccentric Newspapers,
Schooleraft College, Caribou
Coffee, V98.7 Smooth Jazz Radio
and AM 580 Motor City Favorites.
Look for the Senior Expo special
supplement inside Thursday’s
Observer.

Dear customers

Our technical support staff
is working diligently to resolve
phone problems experienced by
many callers at various times over
the last few months. If you call
during one of these times, you
may leave a voicemail message or
go to hometownlife.com and click
on Customer Service. If you would
like a return call, please note that
in the e-mail or voicemail and
we will call you back or handle
your request. We apologize for
the inconvenience and appreciate
your patience during this time.
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Gillig feaving

Canton Public Library Board
Chairman Dr. Jim Gillig has
announced that he retiring and
leaving Canton. Gillig, who is a
longtime Canton dentist, will
soon move to North Carolina.

Gillig is the last remaining
original library board member.
In fact, he was on the original
citizens committee that was
instrumental in getting the mill-
age passed for the library in
1979. The library opened Oct.

- 20,1980, on the third floor of
the Township Administration
Building, Gillig, who has lived
in Canton for 30 years, says his
Jast day as a trustee will be the
May 21 trustee meeting. Library
officials are planning a May 29
reception in his honor to take
place at the library.

Fight the flu

As the swine flu scare continues
to be a concern across America,
Canton officials want to ensure
residents that they are doing
all they can to actively monitor
developments in the spread of the
HIN1 virus in the area. Canton
Leisure Services staff are regular-
ly disinfecting surfaces through-
out all public areas, particularly at
the Summit on the Park, Parents
who do not wish for their children
to attended scheduled classes and
programs can contact the Summit
at (734) 394-5460 for updates.
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Central Middle School student Britiney Berkey talks with Brian Foust, the teacher whs, alonq with homebound teacher
Gina Tock, nominated Brittney for the Turnaround award.

About face

Students honored for turning things around

BY BRAD KADRICH
. OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When Samantha Thompson's
mother died some five years
ago, she was angry — at life, at
her mom, at pretty much every-
thing.

A Fenton resident at the time,
Thompson at one peint failed
every class she was taking, She
was soon shuffled to differ-
ent school districts, including
Clarkston and Dearborn Heights,
before landing in the Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools.

It was in Dearborn Heights
where her life really spiraled
downward. Her studies suf-
fered, she started making bad
choices, hanging out with what |
she now calls “the wrong peo-
ple.” She was busted stealing at
Westland Shopping Center and
ended up in the Growth Works
program for troubled teens.

And it was in Plymouth-
Canton where she started to
turn it 21l around. That’s why
she was one of 25 students hon-

ored Thursday at the 13th annu-

al Turnaround Achievement
Awards ceremony.

“After my mom died, I
was very angry at everyone,”
acknowledged Thompson, a
senior at Salem High School.
“I started making pretty bad
choices in my life,”

‘When she got to Plymouth-
Canton, she met the man she
now says helped her see things
better — Allie Suffety of the co-

Students stand and are recogmzed at the 13th annual Turnaround Achievement

Awards.

ed Stedent Service Center (now
an interim assistant principal
at Salem High School). Suffety’s
friendly manner and honest
counsel helped Thompson, now
a mostly A-B student, see the
error of her ways.

“He offered a friendly hand,”
Thompson said of Suffety. “He'd
talk to me about things I really
needed to talk about.”

Thompson downplays
his role, pointing out that
Thompson, like the other stu-
dents honored the last 13 years,
saw things that needed to be
changed and developed the
desire to change them.

Her success, Suffety said,
finally came because she start-
ed believing in herself.

“Samantha is indicative of
the power of buying into some-
thing,” Suffety said. “She’s been
somewhere where it’s difficult
to find 4 sense of self. The one
thing she did (to succeed) is buy
into herself”

That’s the crux of the reason
all of the students are honored
at the Turnaround Achievement
Awards. Sponsored annually by
Community Bowling Centers,
the awards are designed to rec-
ognize students who have made
a significant change in their
lives. They're celebrated for the
changes they've made, whether
they were in their academic or
personal lives.

Please see TURNAROUND, A6

eatery shuts down to become movie set
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film part of a children’s movie,
“T was caught off guard
when they asked me to use it,

- but pleasantly surprised,” said

Montes. “I didn't know it was
such a big-scale operation. -

“I didn’t make a lot of money
for closing three days,” he said.
“I did it mostly for the public-
ity and to draw attention to the

. business.”

The movie — The Oogieloves

in the Big Balloon Adventure —
is produced by The Big Balloon
Adventure Movie Production
Company, which is based in
Michigan. Kenn Viselman of
Los Angeles, the producer of
the show, is working with two
Detrgit-area investors.

_ With California the home of
Hollywood, Viselman wasn't
sure what to expect from
Michigan workers. But that wés
short-lived.

“Michigan has been extraordi-
nary,” said Viselman. “There was
some concern whether the pro-
duction here was sophisticated
encugh to get this movie made.
But I have never worked with
more professional people.

“The tax cuts were really
lovely, but we were committed
to get Michiganders to work,” he
said. “My next movie, which was
going to be done in L.A., is now

going to be filmed in Michigan.”

Brittany Pask, 23, of Canton is

one of those benefiting from the
tax incentives being given film-
makers. She’s one of 15 family
members who work'in the movie
business.

I have a degree in psychol-
ogy, but I just felt the energy and
this feels right,” said Pask, who
worked costumes and was one of

four family members involved in -
. this production. “It's been great

for the businesses and great for
Michigan.”

Paul Isakson, 23, of Canton
was involved in his third movie
as a production assistant.

“It’s kind of the lowest rung
on the ladder, long hours (14 a
day) but it’s fun,” said Isakson,
who also worked on Demoted
and High School. “T help make

Please sea MOVIE, A6

BACK PAIN?
We Can Help!
SPECIALIZE IN: '

“» Low Back Pain
¢ Disc Injuries

» Sciatica
¢ Headaches
» Neck Pain

» Shoulder/Arm Pain

e Sports Injuries

» Auto Accident Injuries
e Family Wellness Care

* Pregnancy

Groundbreaking

for new Hindu
Temple on tap

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Nitin Desai of Canton Township can vividly

remember October 1986, when interest in build-

ing 2 Hindu Temple in Canton gained some

steam.

“I still remember the day, a committee with
about 30 people meeting in my house,” Desai .

said. “We only thought we'd have a small group’
of people and needed a small hall”
After using the Plymouth Cultural Center and
* other facilities, a small temple hall was construct-

ed the next year on Cherry Hill Road between

Sheldon and Canton Center that served about 110

worshipers. The temple was expanded in 1997.

And now, with nearly 300 people worshiping at
the Hindu Temple, groundbreaking ceremonies
. for a new 37,517-square-foot temple will be held
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, May 15-17.

“We are going to have a two-story building that

will replace the current building, which will be

torn down for parking,” said Desai, who is Hindu -
Temple president. “The Prayer Hall will hold 900

people for floor seating, and the basement will

have a multi-purpese room that will seat about
450 people for conferences and seminars. We will
- also have classrooms and a kitchen.”
Desai said the temple will cost about $7.88 mil-
lion, which - because of the economy — is down

from an original estimate of $8.34 million.

“In spite of the economy, jobs will be created
here,” said Avinash Rachmale, chairman of the
Hindu Temple’s finance and fund raising com-

mittee, “With (about 100) workers spending

their days at the job site, many will spend their

dollars at local businesses.”

Desai said there’s always been the thought
a Hindu Temple needed to be constructed in

the Canton area for the rapidly growing Indian

population.

“T always felt we needed one on the west side;” he

said. “We didn't want to have to travel to Troy or

downtown (Detroit) to have some place for worship.”

- Desai said the project is being funded primar-
ily with donations from members and the Indian.
business community. The three days of festivities

will include prayer Friday night; religious cere-

monies and cultural dances by children Saturday;
and groundbreaking ceremonies Sunday:

The construction of a new Hindu Temple

wasm't without controversy, as nearby homeown-
ers sought to block what they considered a mas-

sive project in their back yards.

“We do appreciate their concern,” Desai said.

“Most of our activities, of which there aren’t

many late night, will be done by midnight. We

want to be a good neighbor.”

Desai said everyone is welcome to the ground-
breaking festivities. More information is avail-
able at thehindutemple.org/events..
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Roofing |
e New or Repaired
o Tear-Off or Recover
o Copper Flashing
¢ Flat Roofing

Gutters
e New 5” or 6” Systems
e 25 Colors or Copper

e Leaf Protection

Blown-in Insulation

Need a Roof? Call tod
(248) 960-1555
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Former Plymouth Canton band dtrector Amy. Boerma spent the weekend directing an honor band at a concert at
Jacksonwlle State (Ala.) University.

Former band director takes

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The fact Amy Boerma
won't be directing either of
her bands the rest of the year
at the Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park didn't keep
her from fronting a band
again.

Boerma, currently on paid
administrative leave pending
reassignment, spent Friday

- and Saturday leading an

all-star concert bands at the
Jacksonville (Ala.) State High
School Honor Band concert
this weekend. :

Boerma, who until recently
had headed up the wind
ensemble and varsity bands
at P-CEP, is excited for the

Alabama opportunity. |

“T've never done anything
like this, and I think it’s going
to be a blast,” Boerma said.
“These are the top players .
from all over Alabama and
Georgia.”

According to Clint Gillespie,
assistant director of bands at -

Jacksonville State, the concert -

features 476 musicians chosen
from some 1,500 applicants
from Alabama, Georgia and a
couple of schools in Tennessee,
ali recommended by their
band directors and chosen by
faculty at the university.

The students were divided

into five different bands, spent

the day rehearsing Friday and
then put on a concert for a
huge crowd including between
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reins of Alabama college band

7,000 and 8,000 parents at

" the university’s Pete Matthews

Coliseum. ‘

Boerma was chosen to lead
one of the five bands - the
“White” concert band - based
on the reputation she devel-
oped in 14 years leading vari-
ous bands in the Plymouth-
Canton system.

“We knew her through her
excellent work with the con-
cert bands,” Gillespie said.
“She’s always received superior
ratings with all of her groups,
whether they were the younger

_or the older groups. Word trav-

els qulckly in the music world
when you're good.”

.Boerma, who once turned
down a chance to direct at the

‘Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp
.because of scheduling con-

{licts, was excited about being
able to take on this opportu--

nity.

“T'll be working with the top -

kids coming in and choosing to

spend two days ioc put together
a concert,” Boerma said before

" departing, “It’s kids who love
. to play their horns and want

to make music, It'll be alot of |
fun”

bkadrich@hometown_lﬁe.com [(313) 222-8899

GREATER DETROIT ROOFING
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howroom
Elegance
Is"Buying

WE'RE BUYING ‘ . Q Signed'_lewelry - Tiffany, Cartier, Georg Jensen

ES'(CIte Jewelrg ' ‘O Broken Jewelry, Class Rings, Old
O Diamonds - Afl Cuts One Carat Or Larger Mountings, Dental Gold, Frgtermty

O Gold ¢h B et & Sorority Jewelry
° arm Bracelets O Victorian, Edwardian, Art Deco &
O Platinum & Diamond Jewelry

‘ Retro Modern Jewelry
O Large Victorian Cameos *We usually do not buy costume jewelry

O Pendants, Broochs, Earrings
O Enamel Pins

WE'RE BUYING

Sterling Silver
O Tea Sets

O Holloware

O Flatware Sets

Q Coin Silver

O Antique English Sitver

O Broken Sterling Items .
Q Tiffany, Georg Jensen; Kalo, Spratling items
- O Full-Size Souvenir Spoons

O Bbwis,' Baskets, Water Pitchers
*We do not buy silver plate

WE'RE BUYING

Coins & Currency
O All Silver Dollars pre-1936

O All Silver Coins pre-1965

O All Gold Coins American & Foreign
O Professionally Graded Coins

O All Large-Size Currency

O Confederate Curréncy

O $500 & $1,000 Bills

O All Currency issued in the Michlgan Area

WE'RE BUYING

Watches - Pocket & Wrist

Pocket Wrist
O All Railroad- Approved Watches O All Patek Philippe, Cartier,

especially, Balf, Hamilton, Howard, Illinois Audemars, LeCoultre, Vacheron
i O AII.GoId-Cased Pocketwatches O All Rolex - especialfy Submariner, GMT, Daytona
O Chiming watches O All Chronographs - Breitling, Heuer, Omega
O Military watches O Ladies Watches With Platinum & Diamonds, Covered Faces
O Fancy-Cased Watches O Gents Vintage Gold Case - Hamifton, Omega Longmes Etc.

{enamel, multi-color gold, diamonds) O Gents Diamond Dials

* watches need not be running

WE'RE BUYING

Autographs

O Famous Americans

WE'RE BUYING

Misc. Items
O Lanc.i Grants Pre-1831 O Carriage Clocks, Atmos Clocks, LeCoultre Clocks,
O Presidents Chelsea Ships Clocks

O Mettlach Beer Steins

O Civil War - Old West - Gold Mmmg Photos, Memorabilia
O Militaria - War Souvenirs, Medals, etc.

O Tiffany Art Glass

O Historical Figures
O Signed Photos

* gwe typically do not buy
" modern-day sports figures

It's so simple! In with your items, out with a check.

TUES. - THURS. MAY 12 - 13 - 14
BUYING HOURS: 10AM - 6PM

SHOWROOM OF

FINE JEWELRY

6018 Canton Center Rd.  734-207-1906

Just north of Ford Rd. on the east side .

www.showroomofelegance.com
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High school students find
“reward working with others

BY SUE MASON .
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER -

They're high school kids from two total-
ly different programs who come together
during the school week to play Wii, shoot
some hoops, toss around a, football and
even fly kites.

It’s an eight-week pilot program that
pairs students from Cambridge Alternative
High School with high school-aged teens
in Garden City’s autistic program. The pro-
gram draws students from the 34 school -
districts in Wayne County, including the
Plymouth-Canton community.

After three weeks of interaction, the
program s showing promise of being

offered as a elass in the 2009-2010 school"-

year. . .
“It seems like a really good fit to mold
the two programs together,” said Debbie

Eves, assistant director of adult and com- .

munity education. “We wanted to get
students more integrated into the high
school, many come from other districts.”
The Cambridge students, who have to
have better grades azid be community
minded, teach their Burger counterparts
to be good sports and show them coping
skills by playing games, taking commu-

nity walks or trips to the store. In the pro-
cess, they build up their own self-esteem =

and improve their competencies.

Brandon Coffey of Westland was one of
those students who “wasn’t on the right
path,” but has changed a lot since enroll-
ing at Cambridge. He’s “done 2 180" and is
applying it to the program, he said.

He likes interact with the kids and
gravitates to those who want to be by
themselves. He's been able to get one boy
who isn't always willing to participate to
shoot some hoops.

“Ilove it, I look forward to doing it,”
said the 18-year-old. “It's something I
enjoy doing,”

Working with the Burger students isn’t
anything new for 17-year-old Carlton
Smith of Detroit. His mother works with
special needs people. He helps the Burger

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

" James Rollinson works with Dylan Nesbett on the

stationary bike as part of a program invelving
students from the Burger Center for Students with
Autism and the Cambridge Alternative High School.

students play basketball and catch a foot-
ball. Gabriel Young II of Detroit adds Wii
and UNO to the mix. His favorite activi-
ties is a split between basketball and play-
ing Wii Guitar Hero and bowling.

“They're really good at it, they win most
of the time and I'm not trying to let them
win,” he said. “They beat me at it.”

. According to Burger teacher Eric Selix,

the'program is something that can be
looked at with the restructuring of the

autistic program. Older students will be .

moved to Burger West, with the Burger - -
center on the east side of town housing
toddlers throtgh middle schoolers.

“It’s something we looked at doing now
" with a Jook to the future when the organi-
zation is more homogeneous,” he said. “It’s

a cooperative relatmnshlp that can extend
itself through the years.”
The students have done some cook-

ing, hada birthday celebration and dq,né

. smason@.hgn"@etownlife.com [(313)

some community walks to local stores to
work on group skills in a retail setting.
There also may be a trip to the Wayne
Recreation Center pool for a swim day.

“I think that'll be really fun,” said James
Rollinson of Westland who has helped
the Burger students pick out food at the
Kroger store on Middlebelt and how to
use a crosswalk not “run through the
parking lot.”

The students are keeping anecdotal

Tlogs, jotting down what they see happen-

ing. The data will be used to evaluate and
enhance the program.

“We want it to be rewarding for the stu-
dents,” said Eves. “We may be able to cre-
ate a class with credit as along as the data
supports it and shows students are getting
something out of it.”

Taraylen Ford of Dearborn has learned
a few things from the interaction.

“It really has taught me take advantage
of life and to respect people who are dif-
ferent from me,” she said. “At first, I was

* kind of nervous, it was the first time I was

around people with special needs, but I've
learned their language now. My student
relates more to me because I've learned
his language.”

Burger teacher Carrie Olson said the
two groups of students getting together
has brought about change. The Burger
students seem to be more willing to break
out of their patterns.

“One student recently started being
closer to the group.,” she said. “He’s off
in a corner and he’s still not part of the
group, but he is closer to the group. He's
becoming more socially aware.”

The program lasts 90 minutes and Eves
said they're finding the students are get-

. ting “alot of altruistic rewards” because
of it. o '

“They now think ‘T'm here because I'm

. needed, *I'm here because someone 1s
.counting on me,” she said. “And it gives

~ them something bigger to count on. I
thinkit’s been rewarding for everybody.”

222-6751

online at hometownhfe com

SCHOOL BRIEFS

Missouri honors Plymouth nursing student

Faith Phillips of Plymouth was honored by the University of
Missouri Sinclair School of Nursing with a $3,000 grant from
the Missouri Hospitals Assocmtmn and a $500 Aird-LeMone
Scholarship.

The Aird LeMone Scholarshlp was established by Priscilla -
Koepling, former director of the nursing undergraduate program
at MU, The scholarshlp is designed to help non-traditional stu-

~ dents in the pursing school.

“I am incredibly grateful for these programs and the financial
support they provide,” Phillips said. “The support removes a great
hurden from my family as I pursue my goals.”

. Phillips, a registered nurse, currently works for University of
Missouri Health Care as a-clinical educator. She plans to receive
her master’s degree in nursing with an emphasis on nursing edu-
cation.

Phillips, a 1985 graduate of Livonia Ladywood High School, is
the daughter of Jerry and Janice Pinkerton. She is married and
has three sons.

Oratorical winners
Chris Wilder of Plymouth, representing the Plymouth Opt1mlst ‘

Club, won first place in the boys division of the Suburban
SE Michigan Oratorical Contest sponsored by Optimist
International and held at the Advanced Technology Academy
in Dearborn. Also of note was the second place finish of Lillian
Thompson, from Canton, in the girls division. Both Wilder and -
Thompson attend Our Lady of Good Counsel and were coached -
by teacher Mary Thompson.

Wilder will now go on to compete for the Michigan District
championship in Port Huron on May 16.

Class reunion

" The Plymouth High School Class of 1959 get together for their
50th class reunion Aug. 20-23.

The featured event will be a reunion dinner Aug. 22 at Lauiel -
Manor in Livonia.

For more information, e-maxl janetmyership@aol.com or call
Janet West Myers at (734) 261-0815.

Olivet honor

Heather Michalsen of Plymouth was recognlzed as one of the
top five graduating seniors as Olivet College recognized the best

-of its student body at the annual Honors Convocation.

The Donald A. Morris Awards are presented each year to the

1op five graduatmg seniors with the }nghest grade point average.. -

Michalsen is a fitness management major,
The Donald A. Morris Award was narhed after a former presi-
dent of the college. Morris served Olivet from 1977—92

Check us out on the Web every -day |

at hometownlife.com
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14800 Middlebelt Road, Livonia 48154 |
www.montessoriacademy.us b
Phone: (734) 525-7100

t

Enrollmg for the 2009- 2010 School Year
1 & 2" Grade :
L1m1ted opemngs S

Amencan Montesson Academy zs a K-6 Public School Academy offermg a
- first class Montesson education for your chrldren

Call today for more information
. 734 525-7100

r Michugan Certified Teachers

Respect for self, others & environment -
Experientiat, hands-on learning
Multi-age classrooms = o |
Family partnerships S -
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Historical speaker

The Canton Historical
Society will host author Joel
Thurtell, formerly of the
Detroit Free Press, at its May
13 {7 p.m.) meeting at the
Cherry Hill School on Ridge
‘Road in Cherry Hill Village.
Thurtell is the author of “Up
The Rouge! Paddling Detroit’s
Hidden River,” which chroni-
cles his five day trip paddling
up the Rouge River in a canoce.
Along the way he discovered
human-caused abuses as well
as natural beauty.

At the meeting Thurtel] will
discuss why and how he did
it. He will also discus what he
found along the way, and his
ideas on how to restore one
of Michigan’s most polluted
waterways.,

In addition, there willbe a
book signing May 23 at the
Canton Historical Museum. For
more information, visit www.
canton-historicalsociety.org.

Christian singer to perform

Plymouth Christian
Academy will host its annual
Celebration of Excellence on
Friday, May 15 at Calvary
Baptist Church. Singer/song-
writer Cheri Keaggy will be
the special guest. Tickets are
$20 each with proceeds ben-
efit the Plymouth Christian
Academy Eagle Fund

Born and reared in south-
ern California, Keaggy began
studying classical piano at age
seven. Cheri beganajobasa
novice worship coordinator for
her local church where “You, Gh

Lord, Are My Refuge” was born.

Six albums, nine number
one songs and a Dove Award
later, Cheri Keaggy is rec-
ognized as a mainstay in
the adult contemporary and
inspirational genres. She has
written every song on her lat-
est release, “Becanse He First
Loved Us,” with the excep-
tion of the Carol King classic
“You've Got a Friend.”

The evening begins at 5:30
p-m. with a strolling hors
d'oeuvres buffet and silent auc-
tion, Keaggy performance will
begin at 7:15 p.m. with a desert
and coffee reception imme-
diately following. For more
information, e-mail JDart@
plymouthchristian.org.

Random acts of fitness

Members of the Canton
Leisure Services Fitness
Prize Patrol will be hitting

Diaper patrol

Marybath Levine, of the Canton-hased Detroit Area Diaper Bank, and sons
David and Nathan hand over 3,000 diapers to Kristen Chateau (left) of
Starfish Family Services, a human service agency serving vulnerable families
in Canton, Plymouth, Garden City, Westland and several other communities
in Western Wayne County. Starfish became the first recipient to receive
diapers from the newly-formed Detroit Area Diaper Bank. According to
Starfish officials, the average infant uses up to 12 diapers per day, a toddler
eight per day. But in low-income households, a baby may be in a single
diaper all day or longer, increasing the risk of health problems from skin
diseases o hepatitis. “Qur goal with launching the Detroit Area Diaper Bank
was to partner with nonprofit organizations that work with families in need
of diapers and build a network to help meet those needs,” said Levine, who

founded of the diaper bank. For mare information on donating diapers please
visit www.detroitareadiaperbank.org.

the streets looking to reward
random acts of fitness during
the weekend of May 23-24.
Individuals or families spot-
ted engaged in heart-pumping
activities may be rewarded
with prizes.

If you're caught walking
the dog, riding your bike,
taking a jog, or enjoying a
stroll with your family or
friends in the Canton area,
you may get a special prize.
Whatever your current fit-
ness level, if they spot you
exercising don't be surprised
if you receive an unexpected
treat.

The prograr is an effort
to help residents achieve and
maintain healthy lifestyles.

“It’s our hope that this pro-
gram combines the best parts
of both of these healthy life-
style initiatives, while adding a
real element of excitement to it
all,” said Jennifer Provenzano,
Canton Leisure Services recre-
ation specialist,

Also watch for the Canton
Leisure Services vans and
staff in your neighborhoods
and parks on the weekends
of July 11-12 and August 22-
23 and don’t be surprised

if the Fitness Prize Patrol
“busts you” for committing
healthy acts of fitness and
wellness., For more infor-
mation on how you can be
rewarded for your random
acts of fitniess, please call
(734} 394-5460 or visit
www.cantonfun.org.

Piymouth football goif outing

The Plymouth Wildcats
Football Booster Club will
be holding its eight annual
Wildcats Football Golf
Outing on Saturday, May 30,
at Fellows Creek Golf and
Banquet Center in Canton.
The outing will be a best ball
seramble with a shot gun
start at 1 p.m. Players are
needed as well as hole spon-
sors and donated items for
a silent auction at the end of
the cuting.

Registration is $100 per
golfer. You can register by call-
ing Bill Ballelli at (734) 416-
9603 or Mike Walsh at (734)
453-6796. For more details,
or to become a hole sponsor
or auction item donor, go to
the Wildcats Web site at www.
football.plymeouthwildcats.
com.
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Acommumty hug

State Rep. Dian Slavens, pictured here with Steve Henry and Paul W. Henning, was just one of many that attended Van
Buren Schools' HUG breakfast and events over the weekend. About 300 community members attended the event, and
formed a‘hug’ around Beffeville High School. Approximately 3.5 tons of feod was.collected through the HUG month-long
food drive for local food closets with the help of the Salvation Army. Henry and Henning were the co-chairs of the event.
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DETROIT’S BEST

MOVIE DEAL
ALL LOUNGER SEATS ALL DIGITAL SCUND
ALL STARIUM SEATING

$4-25 to$4-75
ALL SEATS

FXGEPT ADULT EVENIST nat welld for Fathom Events er Diglial 30

SHOWTIMES 5/8 - 5/14 &3 No passes

METROPOLITAN OPERA
LA CENERENTOLA
five $al. 5/9 12:30 pm

' DCH2009: THE COUNTDOWN
Wed. 5713 7:30 pm

& STAR TREK (PG-13)

11:15, 1:00, 2:00, 3:40, 4:40, 6:20, 7:20, 9:00,
10:00 FRISAT LS 11:40

€ X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (PG-13)
11:05, 11:35, 1:35, 2:05, 4:05, 4:35, 6.35,
7:05, 9,05, 9:35 FRISAT LS 11:35
¢3GHOST OF GIRLFRIERRS PAST (PG-13)
12:25, 2:55, 5:15, 7:38, §:55

FIGHTING (PG-13)

8:20 FRI/SATLS 11:45

17 AGRIN (PG-13)

FRISUN-TUE/TH 11:20, 1:55, 4:30, 7:00,
9:30 FRI/SAT LS 11:50

SAT 4:30, 7:00, 9:30

WED 11:20, 1:56, 4:30

3D MONSTERS VS, ALENS (PG)

12:40, zso 5:00, 7:10
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HISTORIC GROUND BREAKING
CEREMONY & CULTURAL FESTIVITIES
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- Located At
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Made in fich fgan

Free

-ihlilil? Tce €ream Single Dip Cone .7
gﬂ?ﬂ Valid at Kilwin's in Plymauth, M| J
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Expires June 1, 2008

- GEBD50800

Where Annuals, Hanging Baskets
& Bedding Plants Are Our Business!

Discover the Difference...
BUY DIRECT FROM
THE @R@%ﬁi

30705 Sibley Road * Romulus
Between Merriman & Middlebelt

ONLY A SHORT DRIVE!
- 2 112 miles E. of I-275 ¢ 5 miles W. of I-75

734-738-5289
Hours in May: Mon.-Sat. 9-8; Sun. 9-6
www,schwartzgreenhouse.com

OECB653808
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M“VIE end of the year — Viselman M 0 m sweet m 0 m
promises “it's quite unlike any '

FROM PAGE A1 movie you've seen before.” ¥ . : o

sure everything goes smoothly.
I want to get into post produc-
tion and editing, so this will be
good experience.”
As for the The Qogieloves

in the Big Balloon Adventure
— a children’s movie which is
expected to be released at the

“There’s live action, cos-
tumed characters and some
animation,” said Viselman.

“There’s a lot of interactivity
in this movie, designed to get
kids dancing and singing. It will
be fun for kids from 2 to 102.”

thruscato@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637

SALE VALID :

_MAY 11

MAY 17

SIRLOIN

Family Pack

5 GIIIGKEH

Boneless Butterfly

l Ib.
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NY STRIP
STEAKS

6 Steak Value Pack

All Meat

FRANKS

BALL mnx?-l 35

1 pound package

Boneless

SIRLOIN

r

TIP ROASTW .

FRYER
HALF

Boneless

‘Ilb.

STEAKS

Fresh Sliced from the Deli

Kowalskl

| SAI-AMI

Check hur websile_lur al ilioﬁal specials! Mikeé—markeli:lace.nnm

Check us out nnnthe Web every day at hometownlife.com
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Moms night out

A group of a couple dozen local women got a jump on Mother's Day
when they attended the Mom Prom heid recently at St. Thomas
a'Beckett church in Canton. Here Mary Vargas and Lori Plate, both of
Canton, make a grand entrance tothe prom, which was held on April
24. The moms who participated got to go out for the night and revisit
their high school years, while leaving the kids and hushand at home.
This was the fourth year the event was held by the Mom's Group.
Proceads from the event will be donated to the First Step domestic
violence shefter and St. Vincent de Paul. For more information, visit
www.themomprom.erg or send e-mail to themomprom®yahoo.com.

Local teens sound off on how.
they feel about Mother’s Day

BY TONY BRUSCATO
(BSERVER STAFF WRITER

Mother’s Day is all about
mom and the special relation-
ships they've formed with their
children.

“What I love about my mom
is her smile,” said Amy Bhullar,
13, of Canton Township of her
mother, Sara, “Whenever I'm
feeling blue she’s always been
there, and that smile is so cap-
tivating it lures me into talking
to her.

“She’s very good at being
a mother,” added Bhullar.
“She believes that children
are a reflection of parents, so
she’s made sure to keep me
and my sister in line to make
sure we're kids she can be
proud of”

Even though she constantly
tries to fix his hair, 13-year-old
Zach Cohen of Canton loves
his mom.

“She’s always taking me to

my baseball practices and she’s
been to almost all my games,”
said Cohen. “She's always been
supportive of my school work
and always pushes me to do
extra credit.”

Mait Haslam, 18, of
Plymouth knows he has a good
thing in his mom, Cecilia.

“She’s very kind and sweet
and really takes care of me,”
Haslam said. “She drives me
around everywhere and that’s
really nice. And she cocks a
lot, that’s really good.”

And despite the hard work,
Sue Knight, 37, of Plymouth
Township loves being & mom. - -

“Anyone who is snccessful-
has to work hard at it, and it’s
the same thing being a mom
and raising two kids,” Knight
said. “It’s a lot of work, but
good work seeing your kids
succeed and do well. That's the
reward.”

thruscato@hometowniife.com | (313} 222-2637

TURNAROUND

FROM PAGE Al

“It takes strength of char-
acter to make the effort
these kids make,” said Diane
Voigt, who with husband
Mark owns Super Bowl in
Canton. “It's a message not
only to them, but to their
peers, that there are posi-
tive things that happen to
you when you make the right
choices.”

Students are nominated by
teachers and administrators.
One student is chosen from
each elementary school, twe
from each middle school,
and the rest from the three
high schools. Betty Bloch,
who has coordinated all 13
ceremonies, said the hectic
run-up to the event is well
worth it when the students
accept their honors.

“Every year I ask myself
‘Why keep doing it?’ and
every year, by the end of the
banguet, I know why,” Bloch
said. “It’s the most meaning-
ful event ever, so exciting
to see students get recogni-

BILL ARESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRA

R. Sanders, Thomas M. McMaster, Zachary A. Behr, Brittney Berkey, Xym Facto, Khadeja Atbarkat, Caton Hacker,
Cody L. Korpus, Alyson J. Corona, Matthew J. Newby, Enisha 0. Dempsey, Dakota J. Bergevin, Chelsea D. Chavez
Megan M. Mills, Stephen R. Rosselie, Daniefte J. McNew, Amanda L. Mog, Katherine L. Kenny, Patrisha N. Allred,

Samantha R. Thompson, Paul R, Zeuner and Charies R. Chavez,

tion who wouldn’t otherwise
get any. These are students
who work the hardest, but
don't ever achieve the suc-
cess other students might
achieve.”

Thompson attributed her
desire to change to a quote
she read from her favorite
actress, Marilyn Monroe,
who said, in part, “I believe
everything happens for a
reason ... things go wrong
50 you can appreciate when -
they go right.”

The quote, she said, helped

her put everything in per-
spective, particularly the
choices she was making. She
has since told the “friends”
she was hanging out with to
hit the road, and she’s much
happier on the road she now
iravels.

“It's been very eye-open-
ing for me,” Thompson said
Thursday. “I told the people
who were bad influences to
£o away ... and now I'm actu-
ally pretty good.”

bkadrich@hometownife.com | (313) 222-8899

47311 Five Mile Road
east of Shell station at Beck Rd

 Sessions bagin ,éuﬂe @5
B « Gymnastics Camp
¢ * OQutdoor Camp-
* Gym Journeys
' » Cheer Camp
» Athietic Adventures
» Arts & Crafts Camp
» “Kids Just Wanna'
Have Fun” Camp .

B Eiexivie schedule...AM or PM classes

wwwuﬁymgtgrgymmstmﬁm

sm 2 FUN » MM&&L&

DE0R658751

Our instructors have 25+ years experience and have been safety certified

 TURNARQUND ACHIEVEMENTS

The following students were honored at Thursday’s Tumaround

Achievement Awards:
+ Farrand Elementary - Jamey Eatmon
« Fiegel Elementary - Nicholas Wibright
+ Gallimore Elementary - Dylan Peters
* Hoben Elementary - Demetrius Sanders
« Hulsing Elementary - Thomas McMaster

= Central Middie School - Zachary Behr; Brittney Berkey
+ Discovery Middle School = Kym Facto; Khadeja Albarkat

+ East Middle School - Caton Hacker
« Pioneer Middle Schoot - Cody Korpus

« West Middle School - Alyson Corona; Matthew Newby

+ Canton High School - Enisha Dempsey; Dakota Bergevin; Chelsea

Chavez, Megan Mills; Stephen Rosselle; Danielle McNew

« Plymouth High School - Amanda Mog; Katherine Kenny

- Salem High School - Patrisha Allred; Samantha Thompson
« Starkweather - Paul Zeuner; Charles Chavez

CAMP MIRALE
39500 5 Mile Plymouth

134 - 420 - 44,55

Dgwniead the 2009 Brochure @
WWW, campmirag& com
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Clarissa Smith stays cool waiting for the processional ta begin.

Schoolcraft

On Saturday, Schoolcraft
College celebrated its 44th
commencement. The cer-
emony was held at Compuware
Sports Arena in Plymouth.

Nearly 1,400 students were
eligible to receive diplomas in
the ceremony, with about 500
students participating in the
actual ceremony.

Dr. Susan W. Martin,
president of Eastern Michigan
University, provided the
Commencement Address.
Amelia Nelson, 2 member of
the Class of 2009 and presi-
dent of the college’s chapter of -
Phi Theta Kappa, the honor
society for community col-
leges, provided the student
reflection.

Plym
734

- FRAHCING AL ABLE
mmgurm VP Peogrami
260 W. Ann Arbor Road

outh

{Behind Greko Printing

Students move the tassels on their mortar hoard caps. They are now graduates.

In addition Gregory
J. Stempien, chair of the
Board of Trustees presented
the Distinguished Alumni
Recognition to members of

the Bill (deceased) and Shirley
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Rezd family of Livonia. All six
of their children attended and
graduated from Schoolcraft
College and have gone on

to have successful careers

in education, health care,
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Thank you for once again taking the lead and doing something special for
Michigan - especially the Metro Detroit Area.

Your display of the Big 3 Logos in Center field at Comerica Park (AT NO CHARGE)
is abave and beyond the cali of duty. We appreciate all you do for Michigan and
the people in the auto industry.

You've once again shown that your organization is first class.

GOOLING SYSTEMS, ALTEIIHATORS, OIL/FLUID CHANGES & MORE ‘
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: Sincere}y,

- . Lou LaRiche, Scott LaRiche
and the entire staif At Lou LaRiche Chevrolet

SwitchToLaRiche.com 888.-371-5609
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holds 44th commencement

engineering and energy. The
children include Britt C.
Reid, Ann Arbor; Mardi Reid
Cragel, Livonia; Kalli K. Reid,
Canton; Crisi Reid Seedott,
Northville; Raini Reid
Gilmaore, Livonia; and Brion A.
Reid, Indianapolis.
Graduates will be honored
for their pursuit and comple-
tion of a wide range of associ-
ate degrees in arts, applied
science, engineering, general
studies and science; post-
associate certificates and skill
certificates in a number of
areas. Nearly 60 percent of
this year’s graduating class
from Schoolcraft College plan
to transfer to a four-year uni-
versity.

Salvation Army needs
help sorting food

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The folks at the Plymouth
Salvation Army now have
all this food in their pantry
from Saturday’s National
Postal Carrier food drive,
collected by postal carriers
in Plymouth, Canton and
Belleville. ’

While total numbers
‘weren't available at press
time, last year’s drive in

.Plymouth and Canton drew

nearly 19,600 pounds of
food. And, with a third
community (Belleville)
added this year, Salvation
Army officials were expect-
ing even more.

Now all they need is help
to sort it. Officials are look-
ing for volunteers to help
divvy the food up Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday,
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., at
the Army’s headquarters on
Main Street, just south of
Ann Arbor Road. Officials
are looking primarily for
volunteers willing to work

the later hours.

“Pepple are incredibly
generous, and the postal
carriers do a wonderful job,
and we thank them from
the bottom of our heart,”

~ said Laurie Aren, the

Salvation Armiy’s outreach
eoordinator.

It was the first time the
Salvation Army collected '
food from Belleville, one of
the five areas - Plymouth,
Plymouth Township, Canton
and Northville being the
others - served by the Corps.

The food will benefit
the Salvation Army’s food
pantry, which officials use
to help feed needy families
within its service area.
Volunteers will be a key
component to getting the
whole thing organized.

The Plymouth Salvation

- Armyis located at 9451 8.

Main in Plymouth. To vol-

‘unteer or for more informa-

’_cion, call (734) 453-5464.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-8899

Gone green

Wayne County Commissioner Laura Cox presents New Morning
School's Elaine Xennedy, Head of School, with an official Michigan
Green School Certificate of Achievement. New Morning School's year-
fong Go Green! program cutminated in an Earth Day celebration and
award presentation on Friday, April 24. The event was sponsored by
Eaton Corp. with the participation of Don Massey Cadillac.

With Fiagstar checking,'
you’ll land $100
~ and a whole lot more.

it starts with a great offer and goes way beyond, to provideyou

the banking experience that's kept Flagstar customers so satisfied with
great rates and terms, the best rewards program anywhiere, free nationwide

ATMs and unmatched personal service. So call us and learn how to ...
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accouss viith a inirum depos’t of S50 and set up wn automatic, recusiing direct deposit ef income of ot foast $250 per manth, exduting interest deposits, Direct depasi eust
be-established within the first 60 days of account openisig. §400 bonus will be deposited into your scibunt vithin 20 days after the first recurring direct deposti tokes place, Al
acauntsmust remals open and active for a minkwam of S months. F ehecking accatnt I cinsed within the st six manths, Fagstar reseres ths bt to eciaim the $100
depasitang intetcst bonts, 29 interest Tie Is accurade 45 of /44009 ang ks guaranteed for 12 months afecr cceunt apening, Mamumn deposit s § 100,000 Funts may pot
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b establishad within the fust 60 days of account apening or the tate i sedaced o curént eate, Sop your Hagviar tepresentative for moce details. Hagstar il ssue » 1099 far -
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Hobby Knives

& Replacement

Blades

T-Shirt Sale

ADULTS M LXL& FL

Paper Maché
Boxes, Frames

& Shapes

Ali (raft Glitter
& Glitter Glue

Flip Flops

ADULT & KIDS
*7COLORS
S5 MEL

+ GREAT

EAT FOR.
Categorles Shown DECORATING

Packaged
Craft
Feathers

INCLUDES MASKS
B MASICKITS

INCLUDES ALl

Me & My SHAPES.
Bag Canvas ‘

i | INCLUDES CANVAS APRONS,
CAPS, Bl
BOKES & BAGS

Photo Frames

(CLUDES OUR ENTIRE

ES
'WOODEN PHOTC STORAGE

Caes.

1 Ceramics, Pottery
Polyresin

INCLUDES SEASONAL, TABLE TOR

i BLUE & wHITE, ORIENTAL,

SOUTHWEST & MUCH

Al & Accessories

o Storage
1 Containers

Totes

Lae Fabric

“ WIDE ASSORTED

| 30~ Off

OUR EVERYDAY LOW
3.9%- 599 AYD.

Entire Stock of
54" Home

Poster Frames
==} & Wall Frames
with Glass

Entire Stock of
Furniture

30™ Off

INCLUDING SOUD WOOD,

METAL WITH WICKER, STORAGE, TABLES,
BAKER'S RACKS, CORNER RACKS,
CHAIRS, STOOLS, BENCHES, PLANT STANDS,
SCREENS & BISTRC SETS

Custom Frames

(APPRIES T FRAME ORMLY)
THI AVAILABLE

Coﬂage
Frames

Categ%rles Shown
50" Off

t Porlrait Frames & |
| Document Frames jif
: with Glass jii:=

‘Home Accent

Categories Shown

50" Off

INCLUDES ITEMS WiTH
DECORATIVE BEADED ACCENTS.
EXCLUDES RJRNITURE

Decorative

Glasswate
INCLUDES GLASS WITH
DECORATIVE METAL ACCENTS.

)

Entire Stock of
Bead Treasurés™ Beads,
N(-'dass Pendang & Kits

| EI.B'\ENTS
COLCR GAU.ER‘{H S
AND MAGNENC HEMAITIE

50" |

OUR EVERYDAY
LOWY PRICES

Jewelry Tools

30* Off

OUR EXERYDAY LOW PRICES

Jewelry Making

{ategories Shown

sl
6ads, Pendants

& Kits Sterling Silver Findings,
AR Beads, Charms & Wire

0. 0ff | 30" Ofi&
Flannel & Tiebacks

25" Off 50Ot

DUR EVERYDAY LOW
18969 PO, 7

Entue Stotk ol
Calico Prints
& Solids
45" WIDE '
« I)% COTTON
. INCL.UDES APPAREL
QUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICES COTTON

30*Off

OUR EVERYDAY LOW

Fashion Fabric A

Categories Shown

} Home Décor
Y Tassels

Decorative
Garden
Planters

_ Wind Chimes

2 & Garden
¥ Mobiles

‘ Decorative
Birdhouses,
Feeders & Cages

Unfinished

INCLUDES
EVERTOAY

Metal & Iron
Garden Décor

INCLUDES HARDWARE. PLANTERS & PAINTED
METAL DECCRATIONS

Polystone & Ceramic
. Garden Decor
& Statuary

INCLUDES STEPFING STONES ?

Garden

Categories Shown

50" Off

Wood or
5 Bamboo
Garden Décor

All “Carnival Craft”
Products & All items

Tegged
“Summer Crafis”

VBS & Summer Crafts

Shapes, Sheets, ¥
Kits, Stickers
and Buckets

INCLUDES EVERTDAY

Bridal

Event!

EXCLUDES CUSTOM MACE
WEDDHG ITEMS & RENTALS

Ribbon
By-the Roll

INCLUDES ALL RIBEON
BY THE AQLL IN QUR.
WEDDING, SEASDNAL
FABAIC & R
DENTMENT&

T
-

i Entlre Statk o
3-D Embellishment

i Stickers

! HunoREDS Ta cHoose
FROM, INCLUDING LA

Scraphooking
Adhesives & Refills
FEATURING
TAPE

QISPENSERS,
GLUE STICKS. GLUE

& MORE

All At o

INCLUDES 56T
& INBIVIDUALS.
FEATURING
PRISMACOLOR,
SHARPE & MORE!

All At Brusm
& Brush Sets

FEATURING
TR T
" jwNSOR & N

. ARERT SR ErNE

%

QM| EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

Categories Shown

Fuzzy Art & Line Ant

INCLUDES EVERYDAY

wermg & Greenery
Bushes

lncluging Plams & Fers
EXCLUDES POTTED TREES

Floral

Categories Shown

50" Off

o Flowetlng &

Florai Greenery
Arrangements wall Decor

INCEUIDES
INCLUDES FLOWERING & GREENERY. GARLANDS, SWAGS &
CLUDES CLSTOM DES[GNS

Textured Cardstock

Pads by paper Studio
CVER 20 YO CHOOSE FROM!
ASSORYED SIZES &

. COLOR THEMES.

Scrapbookmg

Categories Shown

30" Off

Entire Stack of

Scrapbooking Rub-Ons

FEATURING PAPER STUDID.
HAKING MEMORIES, AMERICAN CRAFTS & MORE!
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PHOT0S COURTESY OF MADDNNA UNIVERSITY

Bo-Young Kim, Livonia, BA Broadcast and Cinema Arts with her mother
Katherina Shin a_t the Graduation Mass on Saturday:

Madonna University

Nearly 1,025 graduates
joined Madonna University
alumni ranks during the
sixty-second commence-
ment ceremeny, Sunday, May
3, at Compuware Arena, in
Plymouth. Approximately 760
students received a bachelor’s
or associate degree, with the
remainder earning a master’s
degree.

An honorary doctorate
degree was bestowed upon
Edward M. Parks, CPA, of
Birmingham, Mich. The
Distinguished Alumnus Award
was given to Dr. Michael
Harbut'7s.

During a special honor-
ary doctorate conferral last
Octoher, at the University’s
Gala, Madonna University -
President Sister Rose Marie

. Kujawa, CSSF, presented

Archbishop Pietro Sambi,
-Apostolic Nuncio to the
United States, with a Doctor
'of Humanities degree. He was

graduates 1,000 students

honored for his extraordinary
life of service to the Church
and many areas of the world

*as a representative of the Holy

Father. As a special advisor to
the Franciscan Foundation for
the Holy Land, the Apostolic
Pro Nuncio supports the work
of the Franciscans and is par-
ticularly committed to priestly
formation and Catholic higher
education (Madonna is a
Catholic, Franciscan univer-
sity)

Presiding over the com-
mencement ceremony was
Madonna University Vice
President for Academic -
Administration Ernest I.
Nolan. The invocation was
given by Teresa Thompson,

dean of the College of Nursing '

and Health, with vocals
performed by graduate - -
Kendra Ritter, of Howell. The
mace bearer was Dr. Nancy
O’Connor, graduate nursing
program chairperson.

Cody Pickren, Northwiile, BS International Business & Economics -IBE; Doron
Drai, Livonia, 85 IBE; Cory Maupin, Fenton, BS Business Administration; Dean

Perry, Livonia, BS Business Administration; Mark Sigler, Canton, BS A_pcountinq.

Man charged with breaking
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A 34-year-old Livonia
man is being held in the
" Wayne County Jail after
being arraigned on charges of
breaking into cars at Lifetime
Fitness in Canton Township
Thursday evening.

Sgt. Mark Gajeski said the
suspect was seen by a witness
stealing from two vehicles,
including using a piece of
cement to break a window
and gain entry into one of the
vehicles. Police say a Global
Positioning System (GPS) unit

a yeu way of banking.

Totally FREE

Receive a 21" inch Travel Boarding
Case when you open a
Totally FREE Checking accounf.

Your neighkbor has o new name. Franklin Benk is now

First Place Bank. We're the same friendly faces, the same
community bank focused on the same thing we always
have, you. Weve been part of the First Place fomily for -
some time, and were excited to join them in name
throughout the Midwest marketplace. Here of First Place:
Bank we offer you the little things you'd expect from a
hometown bank. But we also offer the big fime services
you want like Totally Free Checking. Fecturing no monthly
service charge, unlimited check writing and free Online
Banking and Bill Pay, it's free checking focused around
you. In these challenging economic times, its nice fo
have a neighbor you can rely on. That's the difference o
community bank can make. That's a you way of banking,

Checking

Formerly Franklin Bank.
firstplacebank.com

into cars at Lifetime Fitness

and a purse were among the
items taken.

The suspect has been
charged with two counts of
breaking and entering with
damage to a vehicle, which are
five-year felonies. He's also
charged with being a habitual
offender, fourth notice.

He was arraigned by video
in front of 35th District Court
Judge Jim Plakas, with a plea
of “not guilty” entered for him.
He’s being held on $100,000
boud, with 10-percent cash
needed to be released.

tbruscato@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637

KNOW THE
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check out the
numbers in

today's
Sports
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General Motors proposes Win lunch with Fox 2's Deena and Jay at Buddy's
a reverse stock split

the Stars will lunch with Fox 2 News Fred Astaire Dance Studio in Bloomfield
Weekend co-anchors Deena Centofanti Hills.
and Jay Towers. In addition to her weekend role,
Tell us in 100 words or less why Centofanti is also the Fox 2 Health Works
Q: Dear Rick: I heard that you want to have lunch with the Fox editor. She joined WIBK FOX 2 in April
General Motors, in their lat- 2 personalities at Buddy’s Pizza in 1997. .
est restructuring plan, was Farmington Hills. E-mail your entry to Centofanti balances a busy life as a
doing a reverse stock split. BuddysDiningStars@gmail.com by 5 p.m.  journalist and mother. She and husband,
Can you explain a reverse Thursday, May 14. Keith, are parents to three children: son
stock split? I currently own
1,000 shares of General
Motors stock.
A: General Motors has filed

“I love my time with my TV family
Deena and Justin (Ryan, meteorolo-
gist),” said Towers, who spends his free
time at the movies and with his dangh-
ter, 6. , o

When not working weekends at Fox )
2, Towers hosts mornings at 97.1 The
Ticket on the Jay & Bill show. '

Buddy’s Pizza will make a donation
to the Ronald McDonald House and
Special Olympics in recognition of this
month’s “dining stars.” '

Dining with the Stars is sponsored’
by Buddy’s Pizza and the Observer &

are subject to the alternative
minimum tax, there are ways
to avoid federal taxes.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & E¢centric readers
¢an submit questions at monéymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagament.com.

The contest winner will be treated Casey, born in 1999, daughter Ellie, born
to a limo ride from Class Plus Limo, a in 2002, and Sophie, born in 2005.
makeover courtesy of Christine from the Towers joined the Fox 2 weekend family
Beauty Salon in Birmingham, a $100 gift  as a features reporter. He was named co-

a new plan of reorganiza- certificate from Reaver Diamond Co. in anchor earlier this year.

tion with the Securities and

Exchange Commission that

includes a

reverse stock

split.

The typical
stock splitis a
2-for-1 which
means that
for every one
share of stock

Money Matters You owi, you
receive two

Rick Bloom shares. In your
mmsmiesssassser - gituation, if
vou had 1,000
shares of General Motors and
they had a 2-for-1 stock split,
you would have 2,000 shares.

The opposite happensin a
reverse stock split. Following
the split, you own less shares.
According to the plan pro-
posed by GM, the split is 1-
for-100. That means for every
100 shares of General Motors
stock you own in the new
reorganized company, vou will
receive one share of stock. So
instead of owning 1,000 shares
you would own 10 shares,

One final note, whether GM
enters bankruptcy ot restrue-
tures outside of bankruptey,
the future for current share-
holders is bleak at best.

Q: Dear Rick: I know your
view on taxes and I respect
it. However, whether it
makes sense or not, I don't
want to pay any more taxes
than I have to, I just received
$50,000 from a settlement.
I want to invest the money
without having to pay any
taxes. What are my alterna-
tives?

A:Thanks for being a reader
of my column and a listener of
my radio show.

The one totally tax-free
investment I recommend vou
consider would be tax-free
bonds. They are tax-free from
federal taxes, and if you buy
Michigan tax-frees, they will
be tax-free too.

There are other types of
investments that do not have
current tax consequences, but
will be taxed in the future.
For example, there are cer-
tain annuities that I like, in
particular, fixed and equity-
indexed annuities. These
products grow tax-deferred
but eventually, when you with-
draw the money, the money is
taxed at your ordinary income
tax bracket, In tax-free bonds
there are no income taxes.
There is, however, one caveat
and that is the Alternative
Minimum Tax.

Although the AMT is not
considered income tax, itisa
tax. It is a very complicated
tax to explain, but basically
depending upon your income
and your deductions, the
income generated from tax-
free bonds is subject to this
tax. The consequence is that
it removes the benefits of the
tax-free investment. The only
way to determine whether
you are subject to the AMT
is to run through the caleula-
tion using your last year’s tax
return as a guide.

In purchasing tax-free
bends, you have a couple of
options. First, you can pur-
chase the bonds individu-
ally from a brokerage house.
Another option is using a no-
load mutual fund. A mutual
fund like Fidelity Michigan
Tax-Free Bond Fund is tax-free
from both state and federal
taxes. The one caveat about
purchasing a fund as opposed
to an individual bond is that it
is possible to have some capital
gain exposure. In a mutual
fund, the portfolio manager
does sell bonds before matu-
rity, thus, there is the potential
of recognizing some capital
gain tax.

One last note regarding
buying tax-free mutual funds,
if you buy a national tax-free
bond fund, in other words,

a municipal bond fund that
contains tax-free bonds from
numerous states, the portfolio
‘would be better diversified
but the income would be
subject to Michigan income
taxes, In addition, there are
national tax-free bond funds
that are alternative minimum
tax free. Therefore, even if you

Eccentric Newspapers.
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LG Voyager ckBerry® Curve” LG ey
Verizon Wirsless 3G Exclusive Keep in touch on the go with Varizor Wifeless 3G Fuclusive
Large, responsive touch-screen, email and Web access Opens to reveal a full QWERTY

plus a fult QWERTY keyboard < @}\ @‘ TG $16999 241 price—70 keyboard for super-easy texting

e

mail-in rebate debit card.,

o

Plus, buy any BlackBerry,

gal one FREE!

Ali phones require & voice plan with email feature, or
emall plan. Free BlackBerry of aqual or lesser value,

BUY 1 GET 1

$129.99 2-yr. price ~ $50 mail-in rebate debit card,
Requires a Nationwide Calling Plan.

All phones require new 2-yr. activation. While supplies last.

Introducing FFienao
Now you can call more. And save more.

At no extra cost you can get
Unlimited calling to your top 10 numbers
and our 80 mitlion customers,

it’s the best value in wireless!

Included with any Nationwide Family SharePlan® with 1400 Anytime Minutes
or more, (Activation fees, taxes and other charges apply.)*

REn R T K )

verizonwireless.com

Vicit any store

YVERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES AUTH

DEIZED RETAILERS Equipment prices, models & retum poficy vary by tocation, Authorized
Retailers may impose additional equipment related charges, including cancellation fees.

ALLEN PARK 3128 Fairlane Dr. 313-271-9255 %
AUBURN HILLS Great Lakes Crossing Mall 248-253-1799
BRIGHTON 8159 Challis, Ste. C 810-225-478%

CANTON 42447 Ford Rd. 734-844-0481

CLINTON TOWNSHIP

PONTIAC/WATERFORD 454 Telegraph Rd.
248-335-9900

ROCHESTER HILLS 3035 S. Rochester Rd.
248-853-0550

ROYAL QAK 31941 Woodward Ave.

MT CLEMENS Wireless Zone 586-486-7300
ORTONVILLE Wireless Zone 248-884-1966
OXFORD Wireless Network 248-628-8400
PLYMOUTH Wireless USA 734-414-9510

BLOOMFIELD HILLS Wireless Network
248-563-3400

CANTON Cellular and More 734-404-0191,
734-981-7440

wew! 17370 Hall Rd. 586-228-4977 248-549-4177 CLAWSON Communications USA 248-280-6390 ROCHESTER \Wireless Natwork 248-608-0010
DEARBORN 24417 Ford Rd. 313-278-4491 % ST, CLAIR SHORES 26401 Harper Ave. COMMERCE Celiular Source 248-360-9400 ROYAL QAK Fusion Communications 248-549-7700
fairlane Mall 313-441-0168 586-777-4010 DAVISON Wireless USA 248-365-2222 SHELBY TOWNSHIP Wireless Zone 586-781-2200

DETROIT 14126 Woodward 313-869-7392
300 Renaissance Center 313-567-4055
FARMINGTON HILLS 21011 Orchard Lake Rd.
248-538-9900
FENTON 17245 Silver Pkwy. 810-629-2733
FT. GRATIOT 4129 24th Ave, 810-385-1231

SOUTHFIELD 28117 Telegraph Rd. 248-358-3700 | FARMINGTON HILLS Ceilular City 248-848-8800
STERLING HEIGHTS Lakeside Mall Wireless USA 248-395-2222
586-997-6500 FOWLERVILLE Freedom Communications
TAYLOR 23495 Eureka Rd. 734-287-1770 517-223-3456
TROY 1913 E, Big Beaver Rd. 248-526-0040 FT. GRATIOT Wireless Sclutions 810-385-3400
Qakland Mali 248-588-9507 GROSSE POINTE Wireless Zone 313-417-1000

SOUTH LYON Call City 248-587-1100
SOUTHFIELD Wireless USA 248-395-2222
ST. CLAIR Fusion Communications 810-388-9950 |
STERLING HEIGHTS Wireless Network
586-997-1777
Wireless Zone 586-795-8610

LAKE ORION 2531 S. Lapeer Rd. 248-393-6800 .
LIVONIA 29523 Plymouth Rd. 734-513-9077
MONROE 2161 Mall Rd. 734-241-4099
NORTHVILLE 20580 Haggerty Rd. 734-779-0748
NOVI 43025 12 Mile Rd. 248-305-6600

Twelve Oaks Mall 248-735-3973

In Collzhoration with

Alcatel-Lucent @

BUSIMESS CUSTOMERS
1-800-899-4249

WARREN 5745 Twelve Mile Rd,, Heritage Village
586-578-0955
WESTLAND 35105 Warren Rd. 734-722-7330

it
Hatriculs {onsuiny

HABLAMOS
ESPANOL

MACOMB Wireless Zone 586-566-8555
MARYSVILLE Fuslon Communications 810-326-193t
MILFORD Mobile2Mobile Wireless 248-529-6647
MONRGOE 2B Mobile 734-240-0388

Cellular Central 734-384-9691

Herkimer Radio 734-242-0806

Herkimer Too 734-384-7001

Official Wireless Provider
L of the Detroit Tigers

TROY The Wireless Shop 248-458-1111

UTICA Mobile2Mobite Wireless 586-739-9977
WARREN Wireless Network 586-573-7565

WEST BLOOMFIELD Global Wireless 248-681-7200

Official Wireless Communications
Provider for Spartan Athletics

*Our Surcharges {incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 11.3% of interstate & int'l telacom charges (varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory & 85¢ Administrative/line/mo. & others by area) are not taxes (detafls: 1-888-664-1888); gov't taxes & our surcharges could
add 9%-33% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35 (525 for secandary Family SharePlan lines w/ 2-yr. Agmts).

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subjectto Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line, up to 45¢/min after allowance, & add’f charges apply for data sent or received. Friends & Family®: Only domestic landine or
wireless numbers (other than directory assistance, 90-numbers or customer’s own wireless or voice mail access numbers) induded; all eligibie lines on an account share the same Friends & Family numbers, up to account’s efigibility limits; set up & manage on My Verizon,
Offers & coverage, varying by svc., not avaitable everywhere. Network detalls & coverage maps at vzw.com. Limited-time offers. While supplies last. Rebate debit card takes ug to & wks. & exp. in 12 mos. Voyager is & trademark of Plantronics, Inc. used under fcense by
Verizon Wireless. ©2009 Verizon Wire{ess. ' ENVT
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