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Star-studded 
lineups slated 
for summer 
concerts 
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Inside today's Canton Observer 
is the 2009 Academic All Stars 
special section. The special 
supplement salutes the brightest 
and best students from public, 
private arid parochial schools in 
Farmington, Farmington Hills, 
Plymouth, Canton, Redford, 
Livonia, Westland and Garden 
City. 

This marks the 24th year that 
the Observer has honored aca­
demic excellence with a special 
team. This year 18 students were 
named to the team. Another 24 
students are runners-up and they, 
too, are outstanding in academics, 
test scores and community work. 

The principals committee mak­
ing the selection were inspired, 

encour­
aged and 
proud 
that so 
many 
students 
are out­
standing 
in their 
school 
work (4.0 
GPAs) 

and on standardized tests such as 
the ACT and SAT. Academic sub­
jects and test scores are the only 
criteria used for team selection. 
However, these students ~ team 
members and those who earned 
honorable mention - are more 
than book smart. They are gener­
ous with their time and talents in 
helping others. They volunteer 
in their schools, communities, 
churches and synagogues. 

Take time to read about the out­
standing accomplishments of All-
Stars from the Plymouth Canton 
Educational Park - W i l l a Chen 
and Ke Ding of Canton High 
School, L inda Ling and Nikita 
Consul of Salem High School 
and Matt Laing and Kurt Tseng 
of Plymouth High School. In addi­
tion to her 4.0 GPA, Chen's other 
academic achievements include 
a 36 ACT score and 2400 SAT 
score. Salem senior Consul will 
head to MIT in the fall to student 
chemical engineering while Salem 
classmate Linda Ling will attend 
Harvard to student business or 
journalism. 

Plymouth seniors Laing and 
Tseng, both AP Scholars, will 
study engineering and science, 
respectively. Ding plans to study 
economics. He earned a first place 
in the state Science Olympiad. 
Also profiled are runners-up and 
Plymouth and Canton residents 
from Ladywood High School, 
Plymouth Christian Academy and 
Agape Christian. 

These students shine in many 
ways and their futures are bright 
as they move on to study at colleg­
es and universities close to home 
and far away. 

A special thank you to 
Madonna University, our long­
time partner and sponsor of the 
special section for more than 
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School may have been closed on Tuesday because of swine flu concerns, but that didn't keep students Jessica Thoe, Alyssa Silietti, Amy Mathew, Shirley Shue, Abhi Katti and Greg Reed 
from studying. They were preparing for upcoming advanced placement tests at the Canton Public Library. 

Classrooms reopen in wake of flu scare 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Plymouth High School sophomore 
Angela Blevins said she had reser­
vations about returning to classes 
Wednesday at Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park, which had been 
closed Monday and Tuesday because of 
a suspected case of the HlNl virus. 

However, after listening to 
Superintendent Craig Fiegel give the 

"all-clear" at a Tuesday afternoon press 
conference, Blevins felt more at ease. 

"It's nice to know everything is OK 
now and we don't have to worry about 
it anymore," said Blevins, 15, of Canton 
Township. "I was a little worried 
knowing all of a sudden it spread from 
Mexico all the way to our school. I felt 
they took good precautions by closing 
everything down and sanitizing every­
thing. If they say it's OK then I believe 
them." 

The three-high school park, as well 
as all the elementary and middle 
schools, were closed for two days after 
school officials were notified Saturday 
by the Wayne County Department of 
Public Health of the suspected case 
of the HlNl virus contracted by a 16-
year-old Canton High School female. 
Fiegel — flanked by two directors 
from the Wayne County Department 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
Do you think Plymouth-Canton 
officials made the right decision 
to reopen schools on Wednesday 
despite swine flu concerns? E-mail 
your opinion to Editor Kurt Kuban 
at kkuban@hometownlife.com or 
post a comment on our Web site 
at www.hometownlife.cdm. 

State slashes revenue sharing dollars 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

With one swipe of her pen, Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm's signature 
Tuesday producing $300 million in 
executive order budget cuts will cost 
Canton Township $257,112. 

The executive order called for a 
4.4-percent cut in revenue sharing 
dollars to municipalities throughout 
Michigan. 

"Because the state's revenue is 
down, we're not getting revenue 
sharing at the same level," said Rick 
Eva, finance director for Canton 

SHRINKING SHARED REVENUE 
Canton's state shared revenue totals: 
•2003-04 $6.18 million 
•2004-05 $6.11 million 
•2005-06 $6.04 million 
•2006-07 $5.$8 million 
•2007-08 $5.86 million 
•2008-09 $5.61 million" 

Township. "We have a $27 million 
budget, so it's a fairly significant cut. 
And this hiay not be the last time 
it happens, depending on how rev­
enues go for the state." 

Revenue sharing dollars have 
been on a downward slide. During 
the state's 2003-04 fiscal year, 
Canton received $6.18 million. With 
this year's cut, revenue sharing for 
the township is down to $5.61 mil­
lion. 

The cut in revenue sharing comes 
as Eva is projecting approximately 
$600,000 less in taxes for the 2010 
general fund budget, the result of 
lower property assessments. 

"We're trying to position our­
selves this year to come under 
budget," Eva said. "And we're doing 
things to position ourselves for 

2010. Hopefully those savings we're 
achieving through cost containment 
will help offset this now, and in the 
future." 

Township Supervisor Phil La Joy 
said while it's an economic hit to the 
township, there's no other choice 
than to deal with it. 

"When you're well into the budget 
year, it's not exactly welcome news," 
LaJoy said. "It's going to make it 
somewhat difficult, but we'll get 
through it. We're going to have to 
do it." 

tbruscatoiahometownlife.com I (313) 222-2637 
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What a catch! 
Andre Young, 11, shows off the nice rainbow trout he caught at Canton's Family Fishing Derby on Saturday at Heritage 
Park. The annual event is sponsored by Canton Leisure Services, which stocks the pond with trout. 

COMMUNITY 

•Offer applies to new Community Financial ChecWng accounts opened with eStatements, Direct Deposit and Visa Check Card. 
Bonuses paid will be reported as interest income on form 1099-INT. Member is responsible for all applicable taies. 
Otter expires May 30, 2009; see branch for complete details. Federally insured by NCUA. 
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AROUND CANTON CORRECTION 
Food d r i v e 

As part of the nation­
wide effort by the National 
Association of Letter Carriers, 
postal workers in Canton and 
Plymouth will be collecting 
non-perishable food from 
residents on their routes, 
which will be donated to the 
Plymouth Salvation Army food 
pantry. 

On Saturday May 9, leave 
bags and boxes of food at the 
mail box, and they will be col­
lected by the letter carriers. 

Donations will also be col­
lected at the post office and by 
carriers on their routes from 
those who can't participate 
MayS. 

Oancin' Feet performances 
Dancin' Feet, the longest 

operating dance studio in 
Canton, will host its annual 
year-end performance cel­
ebrating 35 years of providing 
quality dance instruction to 
the Plymouth-Canton com­
munity. Performances will be 
held: Friday, May 8 at 7 p.m., 
Saturday, May 9 at 1:30 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m., and Sunday, 
May 10 at 5 p.m. in Salem 
High School's auditorium, 
located at 46181 Joy Road in 
Canton. 

Dancin' Feet provides dance 
instruction at Summit on 
the Park, located at 46000 
Summit Parkway, under the 
direction of Cheryl Reitz. 
Classes for all-ages are offered 
six days a week in ballet, tap, 
jazz, lyrical, pointe, hip hop 
and cecchetti, as well as adult 
tap classes. Dancin' Feet also 
offers a competition team and 
a selection of summer classes. 

"We're very proud to be cel­
ebrating our 35th anniversary 
as a dedicated business in the 
Plymouth Canton community," 
said Cheryl Reitz, director, 
Dancin' Feet. "Our thanks go 
out to the thousands of fami­
lies who have supported us 
over the 35 years and we look 
forward to being a part of their 
lives for thirty five more." 

For more information about 
Dancin' Feet's ongoing classes 
and upcoming performances, 
call (734) 394-5460. 

Hockey o p e n h o u s e 
The Canton Amateur 

Hockey Association will be 
holding its annual open house 
Saturday May 16 from 1-4 p.m. 

Annual Mother-Son Dance 
Canton Leisure Services will host this year's Mother-Son Dance from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. on Friday, May 8 tn the Grand Ballroom at the Summit on the Park. 
The night will be filled with dancing, light refreshments and the popular 
balloon-drop finale. A professional photographer will also be on hand to take 
souvenir photos of the mothers and their very special dates, at an additional 
cost. Semi-formal or dressy-casual attire is encouraged. Tickets are on sate 
now and are $8 for adults and $6 for children. Children 2 and under are free. 
For more information visit leisure.canton-mi.org or call (734) 394-5460. 

for families looking to sign up 
and learn more about hockey 
and skating programs held 
at the Arctic Edge Ice Arena 
in Canton for the 2009-2010 
season. 

There will be free hot dogs, 
pop, and open skating for all 
those who attend along with a 
tour of the Arctic Edge facility. 

The Canton Hockey 
Association offers a Learn to 
Play Hockey Program for all 
kids' ages 4-9 and house and 
travel hockey teams for Mites 
(7 and 8 year olds) through 
Midgets (15-18 years old). 

To learn more about the 
Canton Hockey Association 
Open House please call (734) 
487-7777. 

C h i l d r e n ' s s a l e 
Calvary Baptist Church 

at 43065 Joy Road (Joy and 
Lilley) is holding its huge 
children's sale this Saturday, 
May 9 from 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
The sale is sponsored by 
Calvary's MOPS (Mothers of 
Preschoolers) program. 

Oratorical contest winners 
Chris Wilder of Plymouth, 

representing the Plymouth 
Optimist Club, won first 
place in the boys division of 
the Suburban SE Michigan 
Oratorical Contest sponsored 

by Optimist International 
and held at the Advanced 
Technology Academy in 
Dearborn. Also of note was the 
second place finish of Lillian 
Thompson, from Canton, in 
the girls division. Both Wilder 
and Thompson attend Our 
Lady of Good Counsel and 
were coached by teacher Mary 
Thompson. 

Wilder will now go on to 
compete for the Michigan 
District championship in Port 
Huron on May 16. 

M u s e u m c o l l e c t i o n 
For the month of May, the 

Canton Historical Museum 
has a new exhiBit featuring 
masks, drums, pottery and 
other items of interest from 
around the world. Called "The 
World Comes to Canton," 
the exhibition runs through 
June 6 and features a collec­
tion and donations from the 
Du Mauchelle Art Gallery 
in Detroit, which hasbeen 
around since 1927-

The museum is located on 
Canton Center and Proctor 
roads, and is open on Tuesdays 
from 1-4 p.m., Thursdays from 
2-5 p.m., and Saturdays from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. For more infor­
mation or to volunteer please 
call the museum at (734) 309-
0088. 

JOIN THE • V 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR SIXTH 
ANNUAL EXCITING 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 
•i 

Cclrhi .iting Senior Life 

TUESDAY, MAY 19,2009 
9 a.m. - 3 :00 p.m. 

Schoolcraft College Livonia Campus 
in the VisTaTech Center 

Haggerty Road between 6 and 7 Mile Roads 
• OVER 60 INFORMATIVE 

EXHIBITORS! 

• How To Avoid Financial Scams 
• Strength Training for Seniors 
• Periodontal Disease and Your Health 
• Advantages of Memory Screening 

DEMONSTRATIONS 
& MUSIC! 

• Tai Chi 
• Be A Cyber Citizen 
• Housing Options 
• Medicare 101 

FREE PARKING • FREE ADMISSION 
Presented By: OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC 
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C o r r i v e a u m e e t i n g 
State Rep. Marc Corriveau 

(D-Northville) will be host­
ing a meeting on Monday, 
May 11,'in Northville for 
companies interested in 
doing business with the state 
and competing for govern­
ment contracts. 

The event will be held on 
Monday, May 11, from 9-11:30 
a.m. at Genitti's Hole-In-The-
Wall, 108 E. Main Street, in 
Northville. 

Corriveau will be joined 
by Rebecca Nevai, the Buy 
Michigan First coordinator 
in the Business Development 
Unit of the state's 
Department of Management 
and Budget. Businesses and 
organizations are invited to 
use this forum to take advan­
tage of opportunities to do 
business with the state and 
get involved in the bidding 
process for government con­
tracts. 

"Our businesses are playing 
a critical role as we work to get 
Michigan's economy back on 
track," Corriveau said. "The 
state strives to support local 
businesses by providing a fair, 
inclusive way to learn about 
opportunities and bid on 
them. I encourage anyone who 
is interested in doing business 
with the state to attend this 
meeting and learn about how 
to get involved in the bidding 
process." 

For more information, 
please contact Corriveau's 
office toll-free at (877) 20TH-
REP (208-4737), or by e-mail 
at MarcCorriveau@house. 
mi.goV. 

S l a v e n s c o f f e e h o u r 
State Rep. Dian Slavens 

(D-Canton) is inviting resi­
dents to share a cup of coffee 
and conversation with her at 
an upcoming coffee hour on 
Monday, May 11, from 10-11 
a.m. at Summer Days Senior 
Center, 46425. Tyler Road in 
Belleville. 

Slavens holds regular 
coffee hours throughout 
Canton, Belleville and Van 
Buren Township. If your 
business is interested in 
hosting a coffee hour, please 
call her office toll-free at 

(888) 347-8021 or send an e-
mail to DianSlavens@house. 
mi.gov. 

White e l e p h a n t s a l e 
The Canton Place Seniors 

are hosting a white elephant 
and bake sale on Saturday, 
June 6, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in the Community Room at 
44505 Ford Road (corner 
of Ford and Sheldon). The 
public is invited to attend. 
Homemade baked goods 
and lunch are available for 
purchase. Proceeds benefit 
the Canton Place Resident 
Association. 

A story in Sunday's Observer 
about the new Shish Kabob 
Cafe listed the wrong address. 
The restaurant is located at 
45168 Ford Road in Canton. 

Check us out on the 
Web every day at 
hometownlife.com 

• • Ti * 

sale $19 
carpet cleaning: steam clean per room. 
Reg. $55. A r o o m area is up to 250 sq. f t ; extra charge for 
heavily s o i l e d carpets. T w o - r o o m m i n i m u m . 

s a l e $69 
to clean a seven-foot sofa or two chairs. 
Reg. $115. Extra charge for loose back cushions, sectionals, 
speciafty fabrics & fabric protector. 
Call our Professional H o m e Services for an a p p o i n t m e n t . 
M o n - F r i . 9 a m t o 5 p m , Sat. 9am to 3 p m . (800) 5 8 9 - 2 6 2 6 

the magic of * 

• m a c y s 
macys.com / 

Offer good on residential orders only. A travel/access charge will apply. 
Reg. prices are offering prices, and savings may not be based on actual sales... 

Sale prices in effect through 5/16/09, Results may vary." 

School Year 
-jst Q. *>nd 

American Montessori Academy is a K-6 Public 
School Academy offering a first class Montessori 

Call today for more information 
525-71 

V « T ft 
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V Michigan Certified Teachers 
V Respect for self, others & environment 
V Experiential, hands-on learning 
V Multi-age classrooms 
V Family partnerships 
V Latchkey available 

Lead The Way AMA! 

14800 M i d d l e b e l t Road, Livonia 48154 w w w . m o n t e s s o r i a c a d e m y . u s 
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Canton woman elected to W-W school board 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Westland businessman John 
Goci is ready to find out what 
issues the Wayne-Westland 
Community Schools face, in 
preparation to serve on its 
Board of Education. 

Goci was one of three can­
didates elected to the school 
board in Tuesday's election. 
He wil l serve the remaining 
year of a four-year term after 
defeating incumbent board 
member Steve Becher and 
newcomer Angela Hoops-
Cossey. 

1 want to sit down with the 
board and the administration 
and see what the issues are," 
said Goci, who waited for elec­
tion results at his U.S. 12 Bar 
in Wayne. 1 want to see i f we 
can-do a rapid deployment 
and develop a film program at 
the career tech center so our 
students can take advantage of 
the jobs opening up in the film 
industry in the state." 

ELECTION AT A GLANCE 
TWO 4-YEAR TESMS 

(Bold f a c e i n d i c a t e s winner) 

Gregory Maxwell - 336 
Carol Middel-1,442 
Lori Mireles-Smith - 368 
Brian Mulligan - 562 
Mark Neal-1,218 
Ed Turner-935 
Shawna Walker-1,491 

10NE-YEAR TERM 
( B o l d f a c e i n d i c a t e s winner) 

Steve Becher-857 
John Goci - 2,033 
Angela Hoops-Cossey - 427 

Voters also tapped appoint­
ed incumbent Shawna Walker 
of Westland and newcomer 
Carol Middel of Canton for the 
two four-year terms that were 
up for grabs. 

Walker was appointed to 
the board last September 
to fill a vacancy created by 
the resignation of Frederick 

Middel 

Weaver after he moved out of 
the district. Middel is a retired 
Wayne-Westland school 
teacher. The two along with 
Goci received the endorsement 
of the Michigan Education 
Association which flooded the 
district with signs in support 
of the candidates. 

Middel, who was out 
Wednesday morning collecting 
campaign signs, said she was 
shocked by the results. 

"I'm still in shock, I didn't 
think I could pull it off," she 
said. "It was a lot of hard work, 
but it paid off. I walked and 
met a lot of people." 

Middel now plans to do a lot 
of "intense research," delving 

_. ^ into the dis-
J trict's finances, 

¥ m fin(jing o u t 
what's happen­
ing at the state 
and looking 
at curriculum 
changes that 
are coming. 

Tvegotalot 
of homework to do and I won't 
be able to say my dog ate it," 
she said. 

Walker, in her second bid for 
elective office — she ran for 
school board in the May 2008 
election — was the top vote-
getter, gathering 1,491 votes 
and one of the two four-year 
terms. She was followed close­
ly by Middel, who received 
1,442 votes. 

"I consider it a privilege 
and an honor that the voters 
thought that much of me," said 
Walker. "I really didn't know 
what direction it. would go, 
but to get the top vote, I never 
would have thought that. I'm 
going to try to do my best for 

the families and students of 
this district. I'm really excited. 
I look forward to the next four 
years and to doing exciting 
things for the district." 

This was the third time Goci 
had campaigned for elective 
office; he lost in two previous 
bids to serve on the Westland 
City Council. Goci won hand­
ily over incumbent Steve 
Becher and newcomer Angela 
Hoops-Cossey. In unofficial 
results, Goci received 2,033 
votes. Becher, who had opted 
for the partial term rather 
than a second four-year term, 
placed a distant second with 
857 votes. Hoops-Cossey 
received 427 votes. 

Goci, who had campaigned 
with retired Westland fire 
chief Mark Neal, aimed to 
get his name out in the com­
munity in time for absentee 
voting. It worked, with those 
votes giving him his margin 
of victory However, Neal who 
was campaigning for a four-
year term, placed third with 

1,128 votes. 
"I'm happy and I'm sad 

because I was pulling for 
Mark, I really like the guy," 
said Goci, adding that "I would 
have been content win or lose 
because I know I did my best. 
Now I have to get ready with 
all of my ideas." 

Incumbent Ed Turner who 
has served on the schoolboard 
for 12 years, lost his bid for a 
fourth term, collecting 935 
votes. ,; 

"Am I unhappy? Yes, bu£j'm 
not upset because I know 4 can 
go and put in my two cents as 
a private citizen," said Turner. 
"I'm still going to stick up for 
the kids." 

Brian Mulligan, in his third 
bid for a seat on the school 
board, received 562 votes, 
with Lori Mireles-Smith 
finishing two votes ahead-of 
Greg Maxwell. Mireles-Smith 
received 368 votes, Maxwell 
got 366. 

smasDfi@fiometownllfe.com | (313) 222-6751 

ALL-STARS 
FROM PAGE A l 

15 years. Take time to read 
about Madonna's new state-
of-the art science and media 
building that wil l open this 
fall. The environmentally-
friendly building is Madonna's 
first stand-alone building 
in 40 years and Livonia's 
first "green"" building to be 
certified in Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental 
Design. The 60,000 square-
foot structure is in the heart 
of Madonna's campus at 
Schoolcraft and Levan roads. 

Madonna's commitment to 
honoring academic excellence 
is one reason the Observer is 
able to celebrate the All-Stars 
in this very public way. 

The All-Stars and their 

parents were honored May 
1 at a special breakfast and 
awards ceremony hosted by 
the Observer Newspapers 
and the Townsend Hotel. The 
Townsend has been a partner 
the last several years in mak­
ing sure the students are hon­
ored in an outstanding way. In 
addition, Huntington Bank, 
another long-time friend of the 
All-Star Program, provided 
each All-Star Team member 
with a U.S. Savings Bond. 

The Observer takes great 
pride in honoring academic 
excellence in our communities 
for the last 24 years. 

Enjoy today's special supple­
ment. 

As always, I welcome your 
comments. 

Susan M . Rosiek, 
Executive Editor, 
srosiek@hometownlife.com 

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlifexom 

gjhink Spring & Early Bird Savings! 
M i c h i g a n ' s L a r g e s t S e l e c t i o n Of Play S y s t e m s ! 

Compare U s To T h e Competion & S a v e $ $ ! 
The Acadia: 5' Deck, 10' Wave Slide, Picnic Table, 

Rockwall, 3 Pos. B e a m 2 Swings, Trapeze 
Redwood Cedar Construction -12 Year Warranty! 
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-24 Hour Professional Staffing 
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Ke Ding of Canton High School was one of the honored students. Nikita Counsui of Salem High School made the Academic All-Star Team. 

United Way fund-raising campaign falls short of goal 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Plymouth Community 
United Way, like so many 
other nonprofit groups, report­
ed its 2008 fund-raising cam­
paign fell just under $200,000 
short of its goal. 

PCUW President Marie 
Morrow says the Plymouth-
based United Way — which 
also serves Canton Township, 
Northville and Belleville — 
raised $916,000 in donations 
and pledges, which was short 
of the $1.1 million goal. 

"Because of the severe cut­
backs in many of the auto-
related companies we saw 
a decline in donations from 
some of the larger companies," 
Morrow said. "Some of the 
companies not related to the 

auto industry showed increas­
es in their campaigns as they 
dug a little deeper. 

"I think for the economy and 
what many of these compa­
nies have gone through we did 
pretty well," she said. "We're 
still getting some pledges in 
and anticipate wrapping up 
the 2008 campaign, while 
at the same time working on 
plans for the 2009 campaign." 

The P C U W annual cam­
paigns generally end in 
January. However, Morrow 
said many companies had to 
extend their giving campaigns 
well into 2009. 

"Because of the cutbacks, 
layoffs and restructuring 
we didn't get finalized until 
the end of the first quarter," 
Morrow said. 

Despite the drop in collec-

Ofpeckfkjng in Mesidentmf$ $omnierefciCMestor(z$on 
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Dan's Custom Brickwork 
882 York St. • Plymouth, MI 48170 

Chimneys & Porches Repaired 
and Rebuilt 

Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work 

Natural & Cultured Stone Installation 

1.734.416.5425 
Free Estimates 

Licensed and insured 

tions and pledges, Morrow said 
the agencies supported by the 
United Way — including First 
Step, Community Opportunity 
Centers and the Plymouth 
Salvation Army — won't see a 
cut in their allocations. 

"We had a reserve because 
we anticipated tough times 
and we dipped into it," 
Morrow said. "We did not cut 
any of our agencies and we 
still gave out grants for food, 
utilities and basic needs to 
help people. The heeds are up 
and the agencies are having a 
difficult time surviving. We're 
trying to support them the 
best we can because we're in 
the community to provide for 
the less fortunate. 

"We tried to give the agen­
cies a year warning because i f 
the economy remains down, 

donations next year may be , 
negatively impacted," she said. 

Denise King of Plymouth, , 
executive director of 
Community Opportunity 
Centers, operates 22 homes 
in Wayne County for about 
100 people with developmen­
tal disabilities in Plymouth, 
Livonia, Garden City, Redford 
and Westland. King said when 
she received COC's allocation 
from the PCUW, she expected 
a cut from the $49,000 she 
requested. 

"I was delighted when it 
wasn't the case, it was one of 
our brighter days," King said. 
"This year has been difficult 
financially because of cuts in 
mental health dollars and the 
difficulty in conducting fund­
raisers, which we rely on year 
after year." 
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Explorers take third place 
The Canton Police Department Explorer Unit recently competed in the 29th Annual Governor's Cup Explorer 
Competition held in Alpena. Approximately 30 Explorer teams from around the state competed in categories 
including crime scene investigation, domestic violence scenario, felony traffic stop, traffic accident and 
building search. Canton's team, consisting of (from left) Gus Mady, Alanna Mason, Kri stop her Joswiak and 
Josh Cudney (not pictured Blake Abbey), won third place in both the crime scene investigation and felony 
traffic stop competitions, and took third place overall at the event. The Canton Police Explorer Unit is made 
up of students ages 14-20 who are seriously interested in exploring a career in law enforcement. Canton's 
Explorer program is funded through private donations and community fund-raisers. If you are interested in 
making a donation or hosting a fund-raiser, please contact Canton Police Department's Explorer coordinator 
Sgt. Jim Harrison at (734) 394-5400. 

Heritage Park playscape closed after arsenic detected 
After receiving advice from an 

environmental testing consultant 
and conducting tests, Canton 
officials have temporarily closed 
the Heritage Hideout Playscape 
located in Heritage Park and just 
east of the Summit on the Park. 

According to officials, the 
presence of arsenic was detected 
in the safety surface of the struc­
ture that exceeds standards for 
safe direct contact. Arsenic was 
used as a preservative in the 
pressure-treated wood at the 
playscape, which was built in 
1995. Temporary fencing was 
erected around the playscape on 
Monday. 

During the next few weeks, 
the existing wood chips used 
as a safety fell surface will be 
removed and properly disposed 
of, a new safety fall surface will 
be installed and the entire play 
structure will be re-sealed in 

compliance with recommended 
standards. 

The hope is to reopen the play­
scape before Memorial Day at 
the end of the month. 

Arsenic is found in the natural 
environment in some abundance 
in rock, soil, water, air and in 
some foods. According to the 
EPA, arsenic is most danger­
ous when ingested. The steps 
being taken at the playscape are 
preventative in nature and are 
intended to provide a safe play 
area. 

"We understand that this is 
an inconvenience because the 
Heritage Hideout playground is 
a very popular place in Canton, 
but Canton is also very commit­
ted to the safety of its youth," said 
Canton Supervisor Phil LaJoy. 

Canton Leisure Services will 
provide its recreation station 
as much as possible in the area 

adjacent to the play structure 
as an alternative play area. The 
playground located in the north­
ern section of Heritage Park 
remains open and residents are 
encouraged to enjoy the other 
play areas throughout Canton. 

Additional play areas are avail­
able at Freedom Park, located at 
the southwest corner of Sheldon 
and Palmer roads; Griffin Park, 
located at Sheldon Road between 
Cherry Hill and Saltz roads; 
Barchester Park, located on 
Barchester Road east of Hanford 
Road; Flodin Park, located 
on Saltz Road east of Morton 
Taylor; and Independence Park, 
located at the southwest corner 
of Denton and Proctor roads. 

For more information on 
the re-opening of the Heritage 
Hideout play structure, visit 
www.canton-mi.org or call 
734/394-5460. 

C o u n t e r f e i t c a s h 
'l A customer at the Valero gas station, 44431 
J Michigan Avenue, withdrew $40 from the 
ATM cash machine and received two, $20 bills. 
He asked the clerk to break one of the $20 bills 
and was told it was counterfeit. Police called 
the owner of the ATM machine said there have 
been five counterfeit $20 bills come from his 
400 cash machines recently. The customer was 
reimbursed his $20. 

G r i l l s t o l e n f r o m a p a r t m e n t 

2A resident at the Fordham Apartments, 5700 
Fordham Circle, reported a $177 barbecue 

grill stolen on May 4. The resident told Canton 
police when she left in the morning to go to 
work the newly purchased grill was in front of 

her home. Later in the afternoon her daughter 
called to ask where her mother put the grill. 

C a r v a n d a l i z e d 

3A resident in the 8600 block of Brookepark 
told Canton police on May 2 that someone 

keyed his 2006 Dodge Charger and wrote 
several expletives. There were also unknown 
substances on the paint and in the fuel tank. 
After the victim drove the vehicle to a car wash, 
it vehicle stalled because of the unknown sub­
stance in the gas tank and the car had to be 
towed. 

C e l l j & o f i e s t o l e n 
•-M A cell phone was taken from an unlocked . 
sparked car in the 46000 block of Geddes on 
May 3. 

The Canton Police 
Department's Special 
Enforcement Unit conducted 
alcohol and tobacco sales 
checks during the month of 
April. Decoy minors attempted 
to purchase either alcohol or 
tobacco at 15 businesses in 
Canton. 

Three businesses sold to a 
minor decoy, while 12 refused 

the sale. 
Marathon Gas, 41479 

Michigan Avenue, and the 
Pinetree Market, 42444 Ford 
Road, both sold alcohol to the 
minor, according to police. 

The CVS pharmacy at 225 
N. Canton Center Road sold 
tobacco to the minor. 

Under local ordinance, 
alcohol sales to under age 

persons as the result of an 
undercover operation result 
in a civil infraction ticket • 
being issued to the server or 
salesperson with a fine of not 
more than $100. The estab­
lishment is cited for a Liquor 
Control Commission (LCC) 
violation, resulting in an 
administrative hearing with 
the LCC. 

3500 Pontiac Trail * Ann Arbor, Ml * 734.662,3117 
874 West Aw Arbor Rd. • Plymouth, Ml • 734.459.7410 

• Are you over 50 years of age? 
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Joe Gannon 
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Vanity 
Package 
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on all vanity tops and sink 
faucets when purchased 

as a package. 
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Expires May 31,2009. 

• Free Bath Design 
• Custom Sizes Available 
• Installation Available 
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Still growing 
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Win lunch with Fox 2's Deena and Jay at Buddy's F L U 
f ' F R O M P i l 

FROM PAGE A l 

The winner of this month's 
Dining with the Stars will 
lunch with Fox 2 News 
Weekend co-anchors Deena 
Centofanti and Jay Towers. 

Tell us in 100 words or less 
why you want to have lunch 
with the Fox 2 personalities at 
Buddy's Pizza in Farmington 
Hills. E-mail your entry to 
BuddysDiningStars@gmail.com 
by 5 p.m. Thursday, May 14. 

The contest winner will be 

Centofanti Towers 

treated to a limo ride from 
Class Plus Limo, a makeover 
courtesy of Christine from the 

Beauty Salon in Birmingham, 
a $100 gift certificate from 
Reaver Diamond Co. in 
Southfield and a dance exhibi­
tion by the Fred Astaire Dance 
Studio in Bloomfield Hills. 

In addition to her weekend 
role, Centofanti is also the Fox 2 
Health Works editor. She joined 
WJBK FOX 2 in April 1997-

Centofanti balances a busy 
life as a journalist and mother. 
She and husband, Keith, are 

parents to three children: son 
Casey, born in 1999, daugh­
ter Ellie, born in 2002, and 
Sophie, born in 2005. 

Towers joined the Fox 2 
weekend family as a features 
reporter. He was named co-
anchor earlier this year. 

"I love my time with my 
TV family Deena and Justin 
(Ryan, meteorologist)" said 
Towers, who spends his free 
time at the movies and with 

his daughter, 6. 
When not working week­

ends at Fox 2, Towers hosts 
mornings at 97-1 The Ticket on 
the Jay & Bill show. 

Buddy's Pizza will make 
a donation to the Ronald 
McDonald House and Special 
Olympics in recognition of this 
month's "dining stars." 

Dining with the Stars is spon­
sored by Buddy's Pizza and the 
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. 

1. 
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Hurry in today and get great gifts for Mom. 
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Large, responsive touch-screen, 
plus a full QWERTY keyboard 

$129.99 2-yr. price - $50 mail-in rebate debit card. 
Requires a Nationwide Calling Plan. 
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email and Web access 
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mail-in rebate debit card. 
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of Public Health — announced 
Plymouth-Canton schools 
would resume classes, an hour 
after the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention issued 
new recommendations in 
response to the HlNl flu. 

"School closure is no lon­
ger advised for a suspected 
or confirmed case of novel 
influenza A and, in general, is 
not advised unless there is a 
magnitude of faculty or student 
absenteeism that interferes 
with the school's ability to 
function," Fiegel said. "Schools 
that were closed based on pre­
vious interim CDC guidelines 
related to this outbreak may 
reopen." 

Previously, the Centers for 
Disease Control recommended 
waiting 14 days from the last 
day of exposure before reopen­
ing schools, while the Michigan 
Department of Health recom­
mended seven days. On those 
recommendations, Fiegel said 
Monday he was leaning toward 
resuming classes at elemen­
tary and middle schools on 
Wednesday, but considered 
keeping Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park closed for 
the remainder of the week. 
The newest guidelines by the 
CDC allowed all 19,000 stu­
dents back into the classroom 
Wednesday. 

A half-dozen AP Calculus 
students met at the Canton 
Public Library Tuesday 
— before Fiegel's announce­
ment — to study for a test on 
Wednesday, not knowing if it 
would happen or not. 

"I was counting on Monday 
and Tuesday to ask a lot of 
questions (in class) and now I 
can't," said Amy Mathew, 16, 
a junior who lives in Salem 
Township. "I think everything 
is being hyped up more than it 
should be because more people 
die of the regular flu than this 
flu." 

One of her study partners, 
18-year-old Greg Reed of 
Canton, lamented the fact 
his senior year was coming to 
a close with the potential of 
missing several track and field 
meets. 

"We had a meet sched­
uled for today (Tuesday) and 
tomorrow (Wednesday) and 
our conference meet is Friday," 
said Reed. "If we don't have 
school we can't have organized 
practices, either. A few of us 
ran this (Tuesday) morning, 
but our coaches couldn't be 
there. 

"I think we should just have 
school and not worry about 
it," he said. "It's a little overkill 
shutting down the school." 

As of Wednesday, 
Plymouth-Canton officials 
still had not heard from the 
CDC if the suspected case of 
HlNl virus was a confirmed 
case. Fiegel said even if the 
CDC confirms the case as 
positive for HlNl classes will 
continue. 

"It's an influenza virus that 
stays alive for about two days," 
Fiegel said. "We went in and 
disinfected and wiped down all 
our common spaces as recom­
mended, but truth was most 
of those spaces — after two to 
eight hours — no longer carry 
any disease." 

Loretta Davis, director of the 
county's Department of Public 
Health, said the 16-year-old 
girl developed the virus after 
being with a friend who had 
been in Mexico, where the 
virus originated. 

"From the beginning, the 
public health approach was 
to be very aggressive in order 
to get out in front of this par­
ticular infection," said Davis. 
"Of coursê  the final decision 
always rested with the school 
district. I... commend Dr. 
Fiegel and all of his staff on 
collaborating with us, weighing 
all the issues and making the 
best possible decisions with the 
recommendations that were 
there at the time." 

. Fiegel said the two days off 
would not need to be made 
up because the district's 
academic schedule includes 
five days for emergencies, 
of which only two had been 
used for snow days before 
this week. 

Other schools that fol­
lowed Plymouth-Canton's 
lead by closing Monday and 
Tuesday also resumed classes 
Wednesday. They included 
Plymouth Christian Academy, 
All Saints Catholic School, 
St. Michael's Lutheran 
Church school and Crescent 
International Academy, all in 
Canton. 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-2637 
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Every year, thousands of DTE Energy employees and retirees volunteer their t 
They have our heartfelt thanks. Since thanks just doesn't seem to be eno 
with a special award recognizing their contributions and providing grants 

recipients of the 

irtime to make their communities a better 
, the DTE Energy Foundation honors 
the organizations they serve. 

Walter J. McCarthy Jr. Awards 

Leadership and the organizations that benefit from their good work. 

Natalie Betters, American Lung A s s o c i a t e of 
Michigan 

Sci 
Thomas Vandermay, Michigan Section of the 

Joseph Dana, United Way of St, Clair County 

Oweiopmertt Corp. 

:iatmn ot Michigan 

BLOOMFIELD HILLS 
of Metro Detroit 

lez.babbys Ladder, inc. 
Kristina Ourkin, Airport Community Schooi: 
Alien foretold, S t Patrick's Church 
Raymond Lanatoi, St Patrick's Church 

Virginia Oliver, Bureau Foundation, River Raisin 

Fredrick Wagar, Monroe Public Schools -
High Schooi 

Maraden Murphy, Blue Water Habitat ft 
D E A R B O R N 
RaiwttBryar. Kiwanis Club of Dearborn 

OR, inc. 

Incision 
Korin Sharp, Looking for My Sister 

i , ine, 

Association, Motown Historical Museum, Inc. 
Mary Lee, Friends School in Detroit 
Donald McSwain, OptHTiist Club Foundation 

Leslie Nolan, Detroit Institute for Children 
Madelyn Williams, The Southeastern Village 
Sarah Zabe, Detroit Zoological Socialy 

Tim Sampson, American Cancer Society 

Norman Builder, first Baptist Church 

of Commerce Foundation 
F A S M I N G T O M HILLS 
Keith Abbott, Boy Scouts of America -
Clinton Valley Council 
FLAT R O C K 
Bonnie Rfcgwald, American Cancer Soci 
m B T G R A T i O T 
Tarry Halt, Port Huron Scholarship Assistance 
Program of St. Clair County 

', inc. 

Thomas Gabrieison, Goodrich Area Schools 

Katlee Alcook. Boxer Haven Rescue 

Is, B i g Brothers H t g 
of Metropolitan Detroit 

r, Unr 

Greet Sauk Trail Council 

Stephen Harmon, Greater Huron Cuunl 

Monroe County 

iiy serw 
of Michigan 

Daniel Meyers, Trenton Firefighters Charities 

Wioom Mahoney, Habitat for Humanity of 

Doyle McKay, Boy Scouts of America -
Detroit Area Council 
Reed Remain, National Multiple Sclerosis Soci' 

MARYSViLLE 
Jeffrey Agostino, MarysvilieVikinq Regiment 
Boosters Qub, Inc. 
Steven Down. Marysvilte 

John Gonial, Marysvilie Viking Regiment I 
Club, Inc. 

Claire Jennings, County of Monroe 

Mowoe County 
ants Forever • Monroe 

Association, inc. 
ic Schools - Monroe Hie 

School 

School District 

.Trim' 

Community College 
Alton Maan, Holiday 
John Massengill St. John The Baptist 
Catholic Schooi 
Ronald Matthews, Holiday Camp Association 
Pamela Paiumbo. The Information Center, Inc. 

Wendy Spicer, Jefferson Schools. Monroe 
Public Schools - i 

Monroe Public Schools - Raisinviile Elementary 

, fcastside brcravaganza, inc, 
' Kmmt Carroll, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the 

Lakeshora, Inc. 
iron. Make A-Wish 

Laneia Paskel, Muskegon Heat 

Anno Smith, Grand Rapids Community College 
Foundation 
N , M U S K E G O N 

Susan Kotiowicz, Salvation Army - Wyamlotte 

Dennis White, Michigan Elks Association 
lichiqan Ei 

Raymond Seidl, Urni High School Band Boosters 

PORT S A N I L A C 
Clifford ftmtsy, 
Schoot District 

Michaei Ross, City of Riverview 

County Chapter, Bureau Foundation, Community 

Mnnroe County Community College, International 
Wildlife Refugo Alliance, March of Dimes, Mercy 
Memorial Hospital Corporation, Michigan Dusk 

ion, 
System, River Raisin Cemrc for the Arts, United to 
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Nigerian orphan with foot abnormality bringing joy to Canton family 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER . 

Ten-year-old Emmanuel 
Uwoma sits on the couch of 
his Canton Township home 
watching a hig-screen televi­
sion and playing video games 
just like any other boy. He 
likes to play on the computer, 
and can put together a plastic 

model car with ease. 
While those activities are 

commonplace for many chil­
dren, for Emmanuel they are 
just some of many that he's 
done for the first time in the 
past six weeks. 

Emmanuel, an orphan from 
Nigeria, is staying at the home 
of Pam and John McMillan 
while he recovers from correc­

tive foot surgery for a condi­
tion known as clubfoot — a 
deformity in which the foot 
is so twisted Emmanuel was 
walking on top of it, severely 
limiting his ability to walk. 

With the generosity of a 
Canton Township doctor who 
provides medical treatments 
at no cost in poor countries 
like the Dominican Republic 

Get the perfect gift for Mom 
and a chance to win a 

Shopping Spree for you! 

Shop Novi Town Center 
for Mother's Day gifts from 

now thru May 10th and 
you could win one of 5 
$ 100 Shopping Sprees. 

For complete details on our 
Mother's Day Sweepstakes, 

visit Mother's Day Sweepstakes 
@ www.novitowncenter.com. 

and Nigeria, Emmanuel will 
soon be running around with 
other kids his age. 

"He's so bright," said Pam 
McMillan, a special educa­
tion teacher in Livonia Public 
Schools. "He has good math 
skills, a little better than I 
anticipated. And we're work­
ing on reading and life skills. 

"Teaching him is great 
because everything is so new 
to him, and he picks every­
thing up so quickly," McMillan 
added. "He just learned how 
to use the vacuum and the 
washer and dryer. He wants to 
know about everything." 

Emmanuel speaks very little 
English, but McMillan said 

. he's learning fast, much of it by 
watching television. 

Larry Fallat of Canton, a 
podiatric surgeon with the 
Oakwood Healthcare System, 
and Dr. Frank Patino came 
across Emmanuel and his 
plight about two years ago 
while tending to the poor in 
Nigeria. 

"Emmanuel lived with his 
uncle and he was pretty much 
on his own, and that was sev­
eral years ago," Fallat said. 
"He was a hard worker. When 
they needed children to go get 
water, Emmanuel was the first 
to volunteer but the last to 
return because of his clubfoot 
condition. 

"The paper work to get him 
here was a nightmare. It was 
a two-year process," he added. 
"We ran into every obstacle 
you could think of to get him 
here." 

Fallat said he needed 
to perform the surgery at 
Oakwood Annapolis Hospital 
in Wayne because of the con­
ditions at the so-called hos­
pital in Emmanuel's Nigerian 
village. 

"The village he's from has no 

Novi Town Center 
26132 Ingersol Drive 

Novi, Ml Please recycle this 
newspaper 
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qualifying account.* 
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BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Emmanuel Uwoma, 10, an orphan from Nigeria, sits with Canton's Pam 
McMillan, where he is staying after undergoing surgery to correct his clubfoot. 

running water and no electric­
ity," Fallat said. "The cinder 
block building they called the 
hospital had a dirt floor. We 
really couldn't do anything but 
examine people there." 

Fallat and the staff at 
Annapolis Hospital performed 
the surgery at no cost. 

"In about a month, after the 
cast is taken off, Emmanuel 
will be at full activity without 

IFREEI 
- TRIAL CLASS I 

•« Call to Schedule! I 1 

ign-upon the same j „ 

a problem," Fallat said. 
McMillan said her family 

would like Emmanuel to stay 
for an extended period. 

"We love having him here. 
He's brought our family a lot 
of joy," McMillan said. "We 
talked to the chief of his vil­
lage about us going to Africa 
and meeting his people." 
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Customers give retiring mail 
carrier a friendly sendoff 

BY KEN A8RAMCZYK 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Ronald Seiter was surprised 
to see several mailboxes deco­
rated with balloons when he 
drove down Wayne Road in 
Livonia Friday. 

Seiter, a Canton resident, 
delivered mail for the last time 
that day as he retired from a 
job he's held for 35 years, the 
last 15 as a mail carrier on the 
same route in Livonia. 

"I thought, 'oh, no,'" Seiter 
said. "I thought it was pretty 
cool, but I was embarrassed. I 
was trying to sneak out (retir­
ing), but it was pretty cool." 

The balloons were cour­
tesy of the staff of Drs. James 
Ginzler and Randall Shaw, an 
orthodontist office at 33627 
Seven Mile, three blocks west 
of Farmington Road. 

Roxanne Morrow, office 
manager, said they decorated 
Wayne Road and later gave 
Seiter a card with a gift card 
for Home Depot as a retire­
ment send-off on Friday. 

The staff thought it was a 
nice thing to do for a friendly 
mail carrier, Morrow said. 

"He was always happy and 
always smiling," Morrow said. 
"He'd always ask you how your 
day was. He enjoyed his job, 
and he was just really friendly." 

Seiter reminds customers 
like Morrow of a time gone 
by when life was simpler and 
people a little friendlier. 

Seiter has a simple philoso­
phy when delivering the mail 
to customers: say hello and ask 
them how they are doing. 

"If you're nice to them, 
they'll be nice to you and it 
makes my job easier," Seiter 
said. "I just try to say good 
thing's to them. Some respond 
to me, and some don't, but the 
ones that do, I'll talk to them." 

He decided to become a mail 
carrier after he completed his 
military service with the U.S. 
Army as a carrier clerk. He 
worked for General Motors for 
a short period, but GM wasn't 
doing well in the early 1970s 

Some of Seiter's favorite customers gave him a little sendoff Friday for his 
retirement, including (front row, from left) Susan Durack, Kristie Mercier, 
Deana Webber, Kim Parker (back row, left), Dr. James Ginzler, Seiter, George 
Ducat and Dawn Lewis. 

really nice to me," Seiter said. 
Seiter has delivered 

on Seven Mile between 
Newburgh and Farmington, 
including residential on Wayne 
and Levan roads. 

Seiter usually talked with 
customers about sports, but 
always tuned into what was 
happening in their lives, too. 
"If people were sick, you had 
to check on them," Seiter said. 
"Everyone also talks about the 
weather," he said with a laugh. 

Of course, he won't miss 
delivering during the winter. 
"The last one was a tough one," 
Seiter said. 

Seiter expects to relax and 
work on his yard at his home 
in Canton and spend time Up 
North. He's appreciative of the 
Home Depot gift card. 

"That was a very, very nice 
gesture," Seiter said. "I'll prob­
ably use the gift card to buy a 
saw or some tools. 

"I had a lot of nice people on 
the route, It was hard to leave. 
I met a lot of nice people out 
there and it was hard to say 
goodbye." 

kabramczdhometownJife.com I (313) 222-2591 

Ronald Seiter, of Canton, was 
greeted with balloons Friday, his last 

- day delivering mail on his route in 
Livonia. The balloons were courtesy 
of the staff of Drs. James Ginzler 
and Randall Shaw's office. 

during the Arab oil embargo 
and recession. He decided to 
trade a pay cut for job security 
with the U.S. Postal Service. 

He delivered routes in dif­
ferent areas until he landed his 
current Livonia route about 15 
years ago. 

"I moved around a lot when 
I first started, but I stuck with 
this one because everyone was 
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precious stones 
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silver 
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unday, May 10th 
Treat Mom to a Day Off 

from the Kitchen... Allow is 
to Do the Cooking! 

Reservations Suggested 

D I N N E R S P E C I A L S 
2 pm-9 p m 

C R A B C A K E S $ 1 3 . 9 5 
G R I L L E D C H I C K E N K A B O B S $ 1 0 . 9 5 

B R O I L E D W H I T E F I S H $ 1 1 . 9 5 
R O A S T T U R K E Y D I M M E R $ 1 1 . 9 5 

S T E A K & S H R I M P $ 1 5 . 9 5 
S H R I M P S C A M P I A L I A R O M A N O $ 1 1 . 9 5 

J U M B O L O B S T E R R A V I O L I $ 1 1 . 9 5 
JNT R U B Y ' S S A L A D $ 7 . 9 5 
I T A L I A * S A U S A G E A N D 

C H E E S E B A C I ( M A M A K I S S E S ) $ 9 - 9 5 
Keeping with Tradition-

" Awesome Food at Prices Yon Can Appreciate in Portions that Satisfy" 


