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Roman feast

Antonio’s Cucina Italiana,
located on Canton Center just
south of Ford Road, invites
the public to 2 "Roman Feast”

— aspecial evening of food and
wine beginning at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 22. Tt will be a
celebration of the best of Italian
culture and family cooking with
an [talian Roman feast. \

Enjoy a four-course memu of
Antonio’s signature foods paired with
great wine — featuring the award-
winning wine of Celani Family
Vineyards of Napa Valley, which is
owned by Vicki and Tom Celani who
will be the special guests.

Proceeds from the event will
benefit survivors of the recent
earthquake that devastated much
of the Italian countryside,

Space is limited for the event, so

' call for reservations at (734, 981-

9800.

indigo Girls

The Indige Girls, who are on the
road promoting their new release,
Poseidon and the Bitter Bug, this
spring/summer and will be in Ann
Arbor on Wednesday, April 22, at
the Michigan Theater. The group
is partnering with the Humane
Society of Huron Valley, which
serves Canton Township, and are
asking for donations of pet food.

According to a statement, the
Indigo
Girls
realize
| many pet
OWIETS
have been
| faced
. with
M tough

 decisions
about
caring for
their pets
due to

. foreclo-

sures and job losses, the same rea-
son the HSHV started a pet food
assistance program last October
called Bountiful Bowls.

“Michigan has been one of the
hardest hit states in this recession,
and we've seen alarge increase in

Indigo Girls

breakmg for perIei:_O;lOSe ajob
and then have to decide if they can
afford to keep their pet,” said Deb
Kern, marketing director of HSHV.

Items most sought by the
HSHYV include high quality,
nutritional dry cat and dog food
in small bags (i.e., Science Diet,
Iams, Eukanuba, Purina), high
quality canned cat food, and gift
cards ta pet supply stores.

To learn more about the HSHV
and Bountifal ‘pet food assis-

tance pro ng how to
applyto Tecely yplements,
visit www. hshv orgor call {734}

662-5585. For more information
about the Indigo Girls and their
tour, visit www.indigogirls.com.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A new fare and flair will be com-
ing to the Canton Sports Center res-
taurant next month,

The owners of Kickers Restaurant
in Livonia — Billy and Pete
Stoyanovich — will turn the current
Diamonds eatery into a sports venue
at the end of May.

“We're going to be adding 25 plas-
ma TVs, have tent parties and bring
in live bands to create some energy,”
said Duane Owens, marketing and
promgtions manager for Kickers.
“There will also be a new menu
there, including our house favorite at
Kickers, prime rib.

“While Kickers is the ultimate first
date with the dining room, comedy
and dance club, the new restaurant
will be a dress casual, high energy
sports bar,” he said.

Canton Leisure Services Director

A §50,000 pitch

Owners of Kickers to transform Diamonds into 'high energy’ sports bar

Ann Conklin said the contract for
Diamonds ends May 25 and the
township decided to go out for bid.
She said the owners of Kickers devel-
oped a strong proposal.

“Their financials were stronger,
their initial investment of capital
was stronger and they are going
to expand the business, which we
thought was in the best interest of
the Canton community,” Conklin
said. “They are going to spend
$50,000-$60,000 on some major
renovations. The new operators have
an intent to capitalize on what sur-
rounds the restaurant — the softball
diamonds owned by the township
and the privately run ice rink and
soccer facilities — with a strong
sports theme.”

Diamonds restaurant is open from
4-11 p.m. and closes several days
a week during the winter season.
Kickers owners plan to expand the
menu to include lunch, possibly

breakfast during the softball season,
and stay open all year long. That
could mean more revenue for Canton
Township, which has owned the sofi-
ball complex since 1999.

“We-are guaranteed $55,000 a
year from Kickers or 13 percent of
the gross sales,” Conklin said. “The
best we've ever made is $50,000, and
Diamonds only offered us 10 percent
of the gross.

“The Kickers people have great
ideas to open for lunch, whichis a
great opportunity for added rev-
enue,” she said. “And they’re talking
about adding comedy and cross pro-

 motions with the Village Theater (at
. Cherry Hill).”

Owens said community involve-

- ment will be a part of the plan for

the new restaurant, just as at Kickers
which allows nonprofit groups to
raise money by selling tickets for
comedy nights.

“The typical nonprofit makes

$1,500-$4,000 an event,” said
Owens. “Last year, nonprofits raised
over $300,000. We'll be doing some-
thing similar for nonprofit groups in
Canton at the new restaurant.”

The name of the restaurant has
yet to be established. Owens said
they will take over May 26 and begin
operations May 29 in outdoor tents
while renovations inside take place.
He said the restaurant should be

" open the first week of June.

The restaurant name Kickers has
significance for the Stoyanovich
brothers. The Crestwood High School
graduates both went on to become col-
lege football kickers «- Pete at Indiana
University and Billy at Michigan State.
Pete Stoyanovich played in the NFL
with the Miami Dolphins, Kansas City
Chiefs and 8t. Louis Rams, while Billy
kicked in the Arena Football Team.
Both wore No. 10.

tbruscato@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637

Canton's Maria Wine, known as the ‘Rock Dust-Gal,’ dlstnbutes worm castlnqs and bat quano

as well as qlacnal Tock dust.

‘Rocky Dust Gal’

Local distributor's drganic products replenish the soil

BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Earth Day is a big deal to Maria
Wine. In fact you might even say
taking care of the planet is a 365-
day-a-year effort for the Canton
resident and mother of four.

While ghe does all the things
most environmentally-conscious
people do, such as recycle and
conserve on water, she is also con-
cerned about the soil, That is why a
couple of years ago, she decided to
start using organic fertilizer in her
garden.

In particular, she started using
Gaia Green products, which she
discovered during a trip to Canada.
The Western Canadian-based
company sells a number of odd-
gounding products, including fruit
bat guano and worm castings — in
other words, bat and worm excre-
ment — and glacial rock dust.
Wine had such success with the
products, she decided to start sell-
ing them here in America, and she
is now the only distributor in the
entire Midwest. The products have
received Michigan Department of
Agriculture approval and are safe
to use anywhere in your garden or
lawn.

“My kids and our pets ran around
outside all surnmer long. I don't
have to worry about them getting
sick from any chemicals because
there are no chemicals in these
products, Everything is natural,”
said the 52-year-old Wine, who
lived in Plymouth before moving to
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 BY TONY BRUSCATO
DBSERVER STAFFURITER

It’s Emtreme Makeovf:r Hame (Canton} Edition.

MiLesoms. . ... . .. BT Similar to the popular Sunday night ABC
 NEIGHBORS . . ... .. B47 television show, in which a crew is given a week
- OBITUARIES.. ... .. . .. B8 to rebuild a home for a needy family, Canton’s
‘ SR;E;;TESWE g; Christmas in Action chapter does much of the
: DR same type of work — but in one day.
“It’s the fifth year we've been doing it,” said
For Home Jim Cise}llt, president of the Canton C(I;rist}:;nas in
‘ i . Action chapter. “So far we've repaired 37 houses-
: (%eé;vgg;a,%,? absolutely free of charge for financially strapped
. senior citizens or somebody severely handicapped.
g “Sometimes all we do is repair flower beds,

rake and cut bushes,” he added. “At some homes
we replace asphalt and concrete driveways, put in
new hot water tanks and furnaces or install new
whatever it takes to help somebody in

What it does take is plenty of volunteers.
Depending on the weather, Cisek said they get
from 100-250 people to help on the one-day
project. Christmas in Action i$ looking for volun-
teers to meet at Canton Township Hall at 7 a.m.

'

Volunteers for Canton's Christmas in Action chapter pose
in front of one of the 37 homes they have fixed up over the
last four years. They wilt be at it again on Saturday, and are

in need of more volunteers.

Saturday for a work day that will end at 5 p.m.
“We're looking for skilled and unskilled volun-
teers,” Cisek said. “We also get teens who need

Piease see VOLUNTEERS, A7

GAIA GREEN Plll)lllﬂ S
Canton's Maria Wine is the Midwest's”
only distributor of the Gaia Green
products. Her-organic praducts can
be purchased at Plymouth Nursery
and Lucas Nursery in-Canton, or.can
be ordered directly through her by
calling (734) 667-2936 or e*maifing
rockdustgal@yahoo.com. For more -
information about the products \nsvt
WWW, qaiagreen LOm.

Canton. “In fact, my kids really like
to help me apply the products to our
garden. We mix a few spoonfuls of
rock dust in potted plants, around
flowers and just sprinkle it into the
grass.”

According to Wine, adding
Gilacial Dust (mineral-rich sedi-
ment collected from the remnants
of receding glaciers) to the soil, for
example, isn’t just good for the soil
- its minerals are also excellent
for the plants that grow in the soil.
That means it’s great for gardens
and ultimately those who eat the
produce.

“Instead of giving your kid a
vitamin, you give this stuff to your
plants and they will be healthy
the way they should be. It will be
healthy food,” she said.

Having grown up on a 50-acre
farm just outside of Ann Arbor,
Wine has always had an apprecia-
tion for the relationship people have

Please se GREEN, A7
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The school district’s new Web site is
aimed at bringing alumni into the foid.

Koottt i il it

=1 When the Plymouth-

"'l Canton school district
launched its new alumni
Web site recently, there's no
evidence Steven Sneideman
or Mark Even lit cigars to cel-
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BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

aimed at P-CCS alumni

ebrate the birth,

But the pair undoubtedly
felt like proud new parents.

Sneideman, a Board of
Education trustee, and Even,
the district’s technology
consultant, were the driving
forces behind P-CCS Alumni
Connections, a Web site the
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District launches Web site:

[

district hopes will draw inter-.,
est — and, to a lesser extent, .
perhaps some donations .
— from alumni around the -
country.

“It started out as being
about money, maybe, but then ;.
we realized how much more it -
could do,” said Even, a P-CCS .
alum himself. “There’s alot
(on the site) already, and yet
comparatively speaking (to  »+
what it could become), there’s .,
alimost nothing there. The .
structure is there and now we ;~
can keep filling up the con~ -
tainer. It's exciting.” -

The previous board had
added a development (fund-
raising) position, but it was
cut in a round of budget
reductions. The district’s
development budget dropped »,
from $175,000 to some -
$50,000, according o
Sneideman. ‘ o

Since Sneideman hadan -

2, :'“!

P

- interest in that area, he start- ...

ed looking into ways to man- -
age it in the tighter economy. .
One of the things he discov- |,
ered, he said, was the district .
wasn't doing much reaching

out to alumni. -, ‘

Sneideman helieved alummf
were an important asset, not
just for donations, butfor ;.
things liké guidance and even _,
job opportunities for current
students,

“We didn’t have a good
mechanism for reaching out,” -,
Sneideman said. “We wanted ..
to continue alumni reach- -
out, not just for money, but to,
bring them back in for other . .,
things. (But) it needed tobe

Using a printed newslet- .,

ter was cost-prohibitive, -
Sneideman pointed out,
50 attention went to the i

Internet, where the district 1,
already had a Web site. What .,
the district also had wasa -
contract with Harris Connect -
Inc., a Virginia firm that . .
pitt together a 2007 Alumnl -
Directory. : e

The company had its own w0
Web site and, maybe more ., .
importantly, some 8,000 e~
mail addresses for alumm -
That got Sneideman and an ot
ad hoc committee thinking
about an electronic newslet-
ter. Mark Even looked ata ‘<
variety of universities and
other entities to see how such -
a thing was done. Y

Eventually, the official
home page for Plymouth-
Canton alumni was born. The
page offers sections for alum- -,
ni “what are you doing” notes,
historical archives (there’s
one cool video from 1945 put
to music from the same era), -
image, video, audio, news-
paper stories and alumni
“Memories.”

There’s also a place where
the district partners with
the Educational Excellence
Foundation so alumnican  ©
donate to the district. And all:
submitted information flows :
through Harris Connect’s  °
Web site as a sort of filter, |
from which school district
officials pick and choose to
add to their site.

“Harris is doing the heavy
lifting,” Even said. “Harris
already had the whole mecha-..
nism set up ... it was easy to’
use that service.”

One of the things Even llkes
about the site is the way it . .w
can get even current students &
involved. The district’s video i’*
team, a Web team and pho- 3
tography students have all

PO UL FL L L L N P |

l Bk A L oW me L BT RN aF

“contributed to the site, and %

some history students will i
produce a special project over
the summer, Even said. %..f

Goals for the site, accordmg*
to Sneideman, include build- &:
ing an Alumni Committee,
offering online merchandis-
ing opportunities, coordi-
nating reunions, establish-
ing links with online social
networking sites such as
Facebook and MySpace.
com, and expanding student
involvement.

“We hope to load it w1th
more and more content,”
Sneideman said. “We don't
krow what alumni have in
their attics. I'm sure they haves
some pretty good stuff. It will
be a growing, breathmg thing
we hope will continue.”

Check out the site at www.
alumni-plymouth-canton-
schools.net,
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Plymouth High fund-
raiser ‘

The Plymouth High Schoo]
baseball and football boost-
ers will host a Texas Hold ‘em
fund-raiser April 23-30 at the
Shark Club on Ford Road in
Canton. The event will feature
cash games and blackjack,
and will have cash payout to
players. The PHS baseball
and football programs receive
50 percent of the proceeds.
Times for the fund-raiser are
Saturday and Sunday from
4 p.m.-2 a.m. and Monday
through Thursday 6 p.m.-2
a.m.

Year in review

The Canton Board of -
Trustees will host a study
gession at 7 p.m., on Tuesday
evening. The main topic of dis-
cussion will be to review 2008.
They will specifically look at

4

the performance of the Public -

Safety and Human Besources
departments and the executive
director, John Santomatro.

Leisure Services
registration

Canton residents can begin
registering for spring/sum-
mer 2009 Leisure Services
programs and classes online
starting Wednesday, April 22,
at 6 p.m. Interested individu-
als can register at hitp://lei-
sure.canton-mi.org, where
complete course descrip-
tions are also available in the
Discover catalog, which was
recently mailed to Canton
residents,

Road rally

Leadership Canton’s upcom-
ing Road Rally fund-raiser
will take place Satarday, April
25 at 5:30 p.m. at the Rotary
Clock in Heritage Park.
Leadership Canton is raising
money for First Step (www.
firststep-mi.org), Open Door
Ministry (www.opendoorfood-
ministry.com) and Leadership
Canton Alumni Fund.

The fee is $35 per person
and includes road rally, T-
shirt, dinner and refresh-~
ments, The rally is limited to
30 cars, with 4-6 passengers
per car (minimum of four
people per car). There are
still sponsorship, participant
and sign maker opportunities
available.

For more information about
the event visit http://roadrally.
cantonchambet.com, or con-
tact Deb Zevalkink at (734}
394.-5188.

Senior safety meeting

The Canton Senior Safety
Coalition will meet at 2 p.m.,
Wednesday, April 29 at the
Canton Police Department,
Conference Room C.

Sgt. Mark Gajeski, who is
the department’s Community

Jwith the purchase of a qualrry:ng Lennox £
pmduds © 2009 Lenmox industries 2. Sea yoat E

§ particlpating Lennax deader for details Lenncx
® dealers include independently ewned and
opersted businesses.

Keilll J. Pieree, MD
-~ Internal Medicine
38525 Eight Mile Road

Livenia, Ml 48152

248.321.6612
Call for Directions!

Relations Coordinator, will
coordinate all Senior Safety
Coalition meetings. This
month’s agenda will include an
update on community polic- -
ing, and address any com-
ments and concerns.

Lincoln/Reagan Day dinner

The Wayne 11th
Congressional District
Republican Committee
(Wayne 11th CDRC), which
serves Canton, Garden City,
Livonia, Northville, Northville
Township, Plymouth,
Plymouth Township, Redford
and Westland, will host a
fund-raising Lincoln/Reagan
Day dinner on April 30"
at Laurel Manor, 39000
Schooleraft Road, Livonia.

The evening’s featured
speaker is Michigan
Republican Party Chairman
Ron Weiser and the keynote
speaker is Tim Skubick of
Michigan Public Television’s
Off the Record. The doors
open at 6 p.m. and the pro-
gram begins at 7 p.m. Tickets
are $50 per person, $90 per
couple and a table of 10 is
$450.

Weiser, founder of the real
estate company McKinley
Associates, retired as the
CEO and chairman in 2001 to
become the U.S, Ambassador
to the Slovak Republic. Since
his return from the foreign
service in 2005 he has been
actively involved in political
campaigns and non-profit
work.

Skubick is anchor and pro-
ducer of the weekly public TV
series Off the Record. He has
anchored this weekly public
TV series since 1972 and is
the longest serving member of
the state capitol press corps.
The show is seen on Michigan
Public Television stations and
has an audience of 100,000
viewers each week,

‘For more information or
to buy tickets, contact Pattie
Coughlin at (248) 474-3525 or
Coughlanlvn(@att.net, or Carl
Berry at (734) 354-6075 or

© XCOp97@wowway.com,

Littte Lambs enrollment

Little Lambs Christian
Preschool, which provides a
Christ-centered education for
3, 4, and young 5 year olds, is
now accepting applications
for the 2009/2010 school year.
Every Tuesday evening in
April the school will host an
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-TheTequiI Moiqrds

The Tequila Meckingbirds will bring their classic rock sound to Canton's
Viliage Theater at Cherry Hill on Friday, May 1as part of the theafer's First
Friday Concert series. Tickets for the show, which starts at 8 p.m., are $12
and can be purchased online at www.canton-mi.org/viliagetheater, at the

Village Theater box office or at the front desk of the Summit on the Park. For

more information on The Tequila Mockinghirds, visit the group’s Web site at

www.myspace.com/tmbirds.

open visitation between 6:30
and 8:30 p.m. Contact Shari
Jackson at (734) 414-7792 for
more information. LLCP is
located at 8500 N. Morton
Taylor Road, just south of

Joy Road, inside Charisma,
Life Church. You can visit the
school’s Web site at www.pbe-
plymouth.org.

Adopt-A-Road clean-up

Volunteers are sought to
help clean up the shoulders
along Geddes Road and Beck
Road on Saturday, May 2, at
9 a.m. for the Adopt-A-Road
program, Picking up the trash
and debris from the roadside
and ditches not only makes the
area look better, it also cuts
down on pollution of the soil
and water that oceurs during
runoff.

‘Wayne County trash bags
and reflective vests will be
supplied for the morning
event. Call Greg Greene at
(734) 855-6192 or see Www. -

EPECIALIZEY; SERVICES
<% Heenporative care
@ Respite care

wwmsm@ﬁ@@m@@m@@m

The Leaders of f m-Home Care

(ur caregivers sre the best of the best

Boreened / hoaded [ insured

smmenrneis 734.467-7500

gegreene.biz for more infor-
mation and to volunteer.
‘The Pajama Game'

Local theater group
Spotlight Players will pres-
ent the musical comedy “The
Pajama Game” between April
24 and May 9 at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill,
Showtimes are 8 p.m. witha
Sunday matinee at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $13-$18. To
RSVP call (734) 394-5300.
Tickets can also be purchased
online at www.spotlightplay-
€rsii.org.

Concert to end hunger

The Birchler Family will
host its “Jammin To End
Famine” concert to benefit
Kids Against Hunger (www,
feedingchildren.org) on
Friday, April 24 at Monaghan's
Knights of Columbus, 19801
Farmington Road in Livonia
(www.livoniakofe.com). Doors
opedi at 6:30 p.m.

Enjoy pizza, salad and a

. cash bar along with the music

of Mark Edwards (singer/

songwriter), The Shawn Riley

Band (performing a tribute
to the music of the fifties),
The Paisley Fogg (featur-

ing Motown and the sixties -
sounds of America), British
Beat 66 (British invasion six-
ties music), and 2 Dayz Gone
{eighties rock n’ roll).

Tickets are $20 and will
be available at the door orin
advance by contacting Tom
Birchler at thirchler@twmi.
rr.com or John Birchler at
johnbirchler@wideopenwest.

" com,

Farmers Market to open

Preparations are underway
for the opening of the Canton
Farmers Market third season
on Sunday, April 26 from 10
a.m.~2 p.m, at the Bartlett-
Travis House, located at 500
N. Ridge. It will then be open
every Sunday from April 26- ,
Oct. 25 rain or shine at this
historic site.

New and returning vendors
will offer a wide-variety of
merchandise, as it becornes
available, including: fresh
fruits and vegetables, bread,
baked goods, flowers, herbs,
jellies, jams, cider, honey and
much more. New vendors this
season with Michigan-made
products, include Aunt Violets
Cottage offering mosaic tile
work; Sansonetti Gourmet
Foods offering pasta sauces,
appetizers, mustards, barbe-
cue sauces, salsa, and dipping
oil; Sun River Natural offer-
ing homemade bath salts and
lotions. ‘ ‘

Returning vendors include
Baubles by Barb, Boblin
Honey, John the Wood
Guy, Just for Fun, Kapnick
Otehard, Linda'’s Lighthouse
Beads, Paluch Farm, Parran’s
Greenhouse and Farm, 8kin
Essentials, Vena’s Greenhouse
and West Farm. '

Special activities are
planned for the opening
including the Spice Up Your
Summer Cook Off Series
challenge, featuring the Best
Burger Blowout, where all you

closet chefs can show off your

culinary skills. While at the
market, be sure to purchase
a Farmers Market tote made
from recycled materials,
while supplies. The public
is encouraged to attend and
there is no admission to enter
the Market.

Canton Farmers Market is

always looking for new and
unique vendors to add to our
outdoor market, especially
meat, cheese, seafood, and
dairy vendors. Applications
are still being accepted for the
2009 season. Vendor market
applications and registration
forms are available at leisure.
canton-mi.org or by contacting
the market manager at spav-
lo@canton-mi.org or (734)
398-5570 extension 5.

Relay fund-raiser

The Westwood Community
Church is doing a Relay for
Life fund-raiser on May 5
all day at Carvel Ice Cream,
41990 Ford Road, Canton,
A percentage of the pro-
ceedswill go to Relay for
Life, which is scheduled to
take place May 16-17, 2009
at Heritage Park. For more
information, call (734) 983-
9120.

Teacher's art

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill will be showcas- -
ing the art works of a num-
ber of talented art teachers
from the Plymouth-Canton
Community School District,
The exhibit, on display
through April 26, features
artwork from several gifted
teachers representing all
levels of the district from-
elementary to high schoel, as
well as alternative education.

The Gallery@VT is featur-
ing a selection of artin an
array of media: paintings,
sculptures, drawings, print
making, fiber, mixed media,
and photography. Many of
the teachers are artisis who
exhibit frequently and are
award-winning at the state
and national levels. Many of

‘these exhibited pieces will

also be ava.llable for pur-
chase.

The featured artists include
Susan Fisher, Judy Hanson,
Craig Linderman, and
Graham Mariin.

“This wide breadth of
work on display exempli-
fies the many talents of the
Plymouth-Canton Community
School District faculty,” said
Jennifer Tobin, Canion Arts
Ceordinator.

The exhibit is free and open
to the public 10 2.m.-2 p.m.,
Monday-Friday, and during
public performances at the
theater. For more information
call (734) 394-5300 or visit
canton-mi.org/villagetheater.

FES EASY MATH. Just put your money into & Citizens Bank
high-vield CD to make more, That's smart.

TO FIND THE CITIZENS BANK
LOCATION NEAREST YOU,
VISIT CITIZENSBANKING.COM OR

CALL 800-444-69889,

=The Awusat Percentaye Yiekd (A8YY s valid as ol 4915/ for a t2-vusesibi zom, $1,000 inindeuns deposinssubed wopen
tha account. Offer valid only on Aew sgesunts. Substantia) panalty for gary withdrawal Dffer guaitable {8 indwidpalt only
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| MEET THE CANDIDATES

These are the profiles of the three candidates who are vying for the one-year term on the Wayne-Westland
Board of Education in the May 5 school election. The candidates are incumbent Steve Becher and challengers
Angela Hoops-Cossey and John Goci,

Goci: Business experience w

1. Why are you seeking a position
on the Wayne-Westland Board of
Education?

I am committed to seeing
our children reach their full
potential. Giving back to the
community means everything
to me. My extensive business
experiences give me insights
into the financial and
administrative sides of the
school district. I will bring
to the school board strong
leadership skills, dedication,
and the ability to solve
problems effectively.

2. What quallties or skills de you
believe you would bring to the
board, if elected?

I will bring a business
sense to the district and
the community. My tireless
work ethic with strong
leadership, dedication and
effective problem solving are
skills I have developed and
can offer as a school board
member. I am the parent of
middle school and elementary
students, I understand
the challenges facing our
students.

-3. What do you see as the Issues
facing the school district at this
time?

1. Active parental
Involvement is critical
for children to succeed in
school and achieve high
academic standards. 2.

As a business owner, I
understand the importance
of building partnerships in
the community. Partnerships
provide greater opportunities

JOHN GOCI
Who: John
Goci, 39, of
Westland
Employment:
Owner of
the US 12
American
Gril

Family: Married with four chil-

[ dren

Education; 1988 graduate of
John Glenn High School, attend-
ed Schoolcraft Community
Colfege and Henry Ford
Community College 1989-92
Community Involvement:
Patchin Elementary PTA, Wayne
Chamber of Commerce, Westland
Chamber of Commerce, Wayne
Lions Club.

for students and greater
resources for schools.

3. Funding. We need to
malke sure that teachers
have adequate facilities,
educational materials and
the necessary resources from
the administration. Funding

. should also be directed to

individual student needs,
including children with
special needs.

4. How would you address those
issues?

1. The school board must
take the lead to encourage
active parental involvement
and reach out to parents who

ll benefit WW

feel less connected.

2. We need to build.
partnerships with our local
community businesses and
organizations. We must not
overlook the value of small
organizations and individual
volunteers who can enrich
children’s education.

3. I would work with the
school administration and
elected representatives to
restore the millions they

recently cut out of our budget.

T would like to pursue other
sources of funding, such as
charitable gaming.

5. Are you seeking the
endorsement of organizations or
individuals in your bid for a seat
on the board? If so, who?

1 have interviewed with
the Wayne-Westland
Education Association for
their endorsement, but the
most important endorsement
0 me is the one that is given
by the people that live in our
community
6. What do you want voters to
know about you? ‘

I have lived and worked
in Wayne Westland area for
30 years. I was raised and
educated and have chosen
to raise and educate my
family here. 1 have a huge
stake in our schools and pur

I Why are you seeking a’
‘position oni the Wayni
Westland Board of Education?

I believe that my five
years on the Wayne-

" Westland Board of

Education — four of which 1
have served as Treasurer -

gives me the experience and

knowledge to best serve the
people of our district. The
critical financial dilemma
facing public schools today
demands experienced
people familiar with school
funding to lead their
districts forward. I believe
that I have that experience
and knowledge. We must
keep our district and our
money well managed while
providing a first class
education for our children.
2. What qualities or skills do
you believe you would bring to
the board, if elected?

I believe my unique
qualities bring knowledge
and experiences that no -
other candidate brings to
the board, My wife and 1
are both retired teachers
from the Wayne-Westland
Community School district.
We both taught elementary
as well as middle school.
Both my chiidren attended -
Wayne-Westland schools
from kindergarten through
graduation from John
Glenn. I also served a three-
year term as president of
the teacher’s union.

3. What do you see as the
issues facing the school

community as a citizen, parent district at this time?

and employer. I will always
put our kids first and I will
make sure that our teachers
have the necessary material
and facilities to give our kids
the best education.

The major jssues’.
facing the:séhoo) distriet”
are adequate funding,
especially for the districts
like Wayne-Westland with
declining enrollment,

1 Retired

Name Steve

Becher, 63, .
Wayne

Employment:

teacher
from Wayne-
Westland (30
years)
Family: Married with two chn
dren

Education: Graduated from
high school in 1964, received a
bachelor of science degree in
1969, master of arts degree in
1972 and educational specialist
degree in 1984, all from Eastern
Michigan University, Levels 1,2,
3 Michigan Association of School
Boards Board Certifications,
2004-2005

Community involve-

ment: Chairman of the Food
Distribution Program, City of
Wayne, 5 years; Member of

the Wayne Zoning Board of
Appeals, 17 years; member of
the City of Wayne Local Officers
Compensation Committee, 6
years; Treasurer of the Wayne-
Westland Board of Education,

4 years; member of the Wayne-
Westland Board of Education,

5 years; treasurer of the Metro
Wayne Democratic Club, 6 years,
and former member of the
Wayne Kiwanis Club.

preparing our students for

the new state high school
graduatlon requirements
and repairing the trust
between the district and
some members of the

© this past year, promoting |

commu-nlty regarding the

- unpleasaniness of the striké
- and recall movement. B

4. How would you address those
Issues?

The board must be
willing to lobby our state
representatives to ensure
that fair and equztable

funding be given to Wayne-

Westland. Weé must provide
all assistance necessary
to ensure that all our
students are able to pass .
the new rigorous demands
of the state high school _
requirements. We must be
visible in the community
reminding our citizens of
ALL our successes and what
a great district we are,
S. Are you seeding the
endorsement of organizations
or individeals in your bid for a
seat on the board? If so, whe?
{ am seeking
endorsements of all
registered voters in our ‘
district. I'believe that I have
been a valuable member of

- the board for the past five

years and I hope the: voters :
will agree. -
6. What do you want voters to
know about you?

I am a doer. I have
lobbied our state legislators’
for more money for our
district. I"'have attended © -
nearly 100 activitieson -
behalf of the board durlng P

B

our district. I believe that
I am fair and open to new -
ideas and thoughts about "
improving our district.
I am always available to -

answer questions from my -
constituents. I believe that
my record speaks for itself*
and I am asking for your
support. Tl
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Why aie you seeking a position
on the Wayne-Westland Board
of Education?

I am currently a teacher
at-Huron Valley Catholic
School, a private school in
Ypsilanti, but have taught in
public and charter schools
as well. T lhiope to, in the
near future, serve in the
administration aspects of 2
school. My decision to run
for the school board comes
from a personal interest in
school government, a desire
to put children first and
provide quality education
for all, and to ensure that
the fine arts remain a part
of the curriculum.

2. What qualities or skills do
you believe you would bring to
the board, if elected?

‘'The qualities and skills
that, I feel, suit me well
for this position are: (1)
my chosen career and the
knowledge I have acquired
from teaching in public,
charter, and private
schools; (2) my attention
to details, organization,
and ability to listen,

ANGELA HOOPS-COSSEY
Whe: Angela
Hoops-
Cossey, 29, of

Band/music
teacher at
Huron Valiey ‘
Catholic School in Ypsilanti.
Family: Married with a six-
month-old daughter
Education; 1997 graduate

of John Glenn High School;
bachelor 5 degree in music edu-
cation, 2001, Western Michigan
University; master of science
degree in educational feader-
ship, 2007, Madonna University
Community Involvement:
Centers on her teaching profes-
sion

communicate, and provide
constructive feedback;

and (3) my supportive, yet
achievement-oriented, style
of leadership.

3 What de vomsee asthe, '
issues facing the school
district at this time?

The top three issues that
1 feel we are faced with are:
(1) the budget crisis, (2) the |
loss of students, and (3)
class size.

4. How would you address
those issues?

The budget crisis affects
all other areas of school
management and I would
take action on this issue by
carefully monitoring our
revenues and reviewing
the amounts allocated
to certain projects and
categories. I would expect
that, with hard economic
times, we would need to
keep our visionary goals in
mind and make decisions
for increased student
achievernent. I would also
encourage district residents
and school officials alike
to write our legislators
abput our funding before
even more cuis are made
under Gov. Granholm'’s
recent school aid proposal.
With regard to the loss of

.i-.

stqdeﬁts I would propose

that we conduet an exit
survey to determine the
reasons families are leaving
so we have some kind

of data for analysis and
decision making purposes.

Class size is an expensive
issue to discuss, but I do
feel that smaller class sizes
can be afforded through a
strategic budget plan that
sets it as a top priority and
there is substantial research
that shows a relationship
between class size and
standardized test scores.

5. Are you seeking the

endorsement of organizations
or individuals in your bid for a
seat on the board? If so, who?

As of now, 1 have not '
pursued endorsements.

é. What do you want voters to
know about you?

I am a gqualified,
organized, and hard-
working candidate who has
experience in education,
My focus is on the
betterment of education
for students and the
community.
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Battle of the Books victors

All Saints Catholic Schoo! hosted a Battle of the Books for its sixth qraders on
Thursday, April 2. The winning team was the Reading Red Wings comprised'of -
{pictured) Olivia Sanabria, Noian Gerou, David Bindon, Connor Schumrick from
Mr. Arnould’s class. They won Border's gift cards and earned a pizza party

for their whole class, Runners-up were the Red Hot Readers {Nick Peterson,
Glenn Piot, Megan Makarewicz, Kailey Savona) from Ms. 0'Connor’s class, who .
earned a giant Hershey chocolate har. The battle was a culmination of eight,
weeks of reading and preparation with the top two teams ‘battling’ for’che _
championship with their knowledge of eight selected books. '
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EDUCATION NOTES

Former educator honored

Canton resident Sandy Downs will be hon-
ored as 2009 Woman of Distinction by the
Plymouth-Canton chapter of Delta Kappa
Gamma International Society with a dinner at
Fox Hills on May 5.

- Downs is retired from Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools where she taught math
for 35 years. She has participated and heen’
recognized nationally for development of
Outcome Based Education, especially in math.
She has served on and chaired North Central
Accreditation teams. She received the school
district’s Extramiler Award in appreciation of
her work.

At the local Delta Kappa Gamma level she
has served as vice president, secretary, and
chairwoman of the chapter’s scholarship com-
mittee, She coordinated the group’s annual fall
craft show which produces the funds for local
high school scholarships.

At Canton High School, Downs served on
the curriculum and text selection committees,
cheerleader coach and hiring committee.

In retirement, Sandy continues her interest in
young people but has also taken up the produe-
tion of fine handmade costume jewelry.

Open house/science fair

- All Saints Catholic School will host a spring
“Open House” and “Science Fair” on Thursday,
April 23. Stop by either between the hours of 9
a.m.-2 p.m. or 6-8 p.m. '
Visitor will have the opportunity to meet with
school staff and view the science projects com-
pleted by the school’s fifth through eighth grade
students.
~ For more information, contact Barb Martin
at (734) 459-2490. All Saints Catholic School is
. located at 48735 Warren Road, in Canton:

VBPS community HUG

Two years ago, concerned community mem-
bers of the Van Buren school district came
together to Help Unity Grow and the commu-
nity HUG was born. The first year more than
700 students, parents, and community lead-
ers joined hands in a symbol of strength and

-unity. Last year more than a thousand members
of the community gathered to share in the
commitment to Protect Everyone's Access to
Community Education (PEACE).

This year there is a call for “A Day of Caring”
as the HUG continues to gather momentum
during hard times and stand together for a bet-

Take advantage

of incredible
savings on these
products and more
for your home!

Composite Decking
& Railing |
Treated Lumber
Cedar

Wood Flooring
Kitchen Cabinetry
Exterior Doors

ter community.

This year the HUG committee has partnered
together with the Salvation Army for a commu-
nity food drive that will run through May 2, the
day of the 2009 Community HUG, which will
take place at Belleville High School.

“This year the HUG comrmittee wanted to do
more than create a positive symbol,” said Paul
W. Henning, communications specialist with
Van Buren Public Schools and co-chair of the
event. “We are keeping the pancake breakfast
and HUG that were popular the last two years
and adding the feod drive to help the families in
need during these difficult economic times.”

They will also be adding a community
resources expo on the day of the HUG.

All donations to the food drive will benefit
community residents in need. Items needed -
include dry and canned foods, and personal
care items (baby wipes, baby wash/shampoo,
toilet paper, paper towels, soap, toothpaste,
etc.).

Canned food and supplies can be dropped off
at any of the following location during the month
of April at the administration building, and vari-
ous schools in the district. For more information
contact Henning at (734) 697-9123, ext. 225 or
The Salvation Army at (734) 453-5464.

Student wins award

Several Canton students were successful
in the recent Michigan Mathematics Prize
Competition sponsored by the Michigan Section
of the Mathematics Association of America,
which is in its 52nd year, More than $20,000
in scholarships is awarded each year, ranging
from $250 to $2,600. Students take a two-part
examination from topics in high school math-
ematics.

Canton High's Willa Chen received a $250
Scholarship and Nicholas J. Wasylyshyn
received an honorable mention.

Salem High’s Akshay A. Amin, Nikita
Consul, Peter Su, and Scott X. Su all received
a $250 scholarship. Natasha Consul, Suray D.
Nagaraja, and Jason C. Yu received an honor-
able mention,

The official Web site of the competition is
www.svsu.edu/mmpc and contains all informa-
tion about the program including scheduling,
registration materials and previous exams with
solutions. Part I of the competition is given in
the fall of each year. Contact your high school
mathematics teacher if you are interested
in taking the exam next year. The Michigan
Section’s web site is www.michmaa.org.

VIANS!

LUMBER«%MILLWORK

A Division of N.A, Mans and Sons * Family Cwned Since 1800
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FREE deck clinic
Learn from a pro how

to build your own deck
9:00 am - 10:00 am

Plus save 20%
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FROM PAGE Al

with the earth. She wishes
more people understood the
impact they have on the soil, -
especially those who use
chemical or synthetic fertil-
izers, which she says is like
adding poison to the soil

and harmful in the long run.

Wine, also know as Rock Dust
Gal, likes to quote Theodore
Roosevelt, who she says once
said: “A nation that destroys its
soil, destroys itself.”

She hopes more people turn
to organic products, whether
they are from her or some
other source.

“I know we have a lot of
smart people who care about
their yards, their bodies, their

world,” she said. “Now is the
time to start making choices to
take care of the Earth. It’s the
only one we have.”

Wine will be at the Green Sfreet Fair

in Plymouth May 3-4 with her prod-
ucts: For more information on how
glacial rock dust, bat quano ot worm
castings can be used in your garden, -
e-mail Wine at rockdustgal@yahgo.
com or call (734) 667-2936.

VOLUNTEERS

FROM PAGE A1

community service hours. We
will work rain or shine because
we have alot to do.”

Some of the skilled services
needed include electricians,

carpenters, plumbers and roof-
ers. Unskilled volunteers are
needed for cleaning, yard work
and painting.

Pete Nestor, owner of Pete’s -

Stump Removal in Canton,
has volunteered all five years
removing tree stumps.

“A lot of older folks can't
afford to do the things

(Chyristmas in Action) does,”
Nestor said, “I enjoy helping
people out, the satisfaction
of taking care of some folks
who can't do it themselves. It's
giving back to the people of’
Canton.”

Anpyone interested in volun-
teering can call (734) 394-5191
for more information.

is pleased to announce
the arrival of -

TOM LEAGON

Tom comes 1o us with years
of experience and would like
to invite all of his clients to see
him at his new home.

734-641-6160

37300 Michigan Ave. « Wayne « Ml » 734.721.2600
e
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nave, you. Weve been part of the First Place family for
some fime, and we'e excited te [oin them in name throughout
the Midwest marketplace. At First Place Bank. we are
committed o local menagement and.decision-making, so
you'll get a quicker response when you have a quesfion
or need — from bankers who live and work in your
own community. In these challenging economic times, its nice -
to have a neighbor you can rely on. Thaf's the difference @
community bank can make. That's a you way of barking. .
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LEAP progress means MEAP success for our students

& fyou read the MEAP results

story in the April 5 issne of

@ The Observer, you know that
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools had another solid year on
this important state evaluation exam.

These things do not happen by
accident, and this year’s scores
(and our upward trend of academic
achievement) are the result ofhard
work and planning by our entire
team. That starts with our Board of
Education and includes our teachers,
staff and administration.

While we are extremely pleased
with our scores, we always are explor-
ing ways to improve. With the out-
standing curriculum and support we

have in place for our

| students, I believe we
¢ will see continued

i growth. This year

| we are beginning to.
see some trends that
make us optimistic

i for the future.

In the 28 areas
scored, compared to
the Fall 2007 results, P-CCS posted
an increase in 21 areas, stayed the
same in five areas and declined in
only two areas. In the five areas
where the district remained the
same, four of the areas already had
89 percent of the students or more
proficient.

Dr. Craig Fiegel

In grade six (total English
Langunage Arts) P-CCS students
declined one point to 89 percent
proficient, and in grade eight science
declined to 89 percent from 91 per-
cent proficient in Fall 2007.

Of particular note, 100 percent
of the students in grade four at Bird
Elementary were proficient in math..
At Tonda, 100 percent of the students
in grade three were proficient in
math, including 14 students with dis-
abilities.

I believe one of the main reasons
for the gradual increase in scores is
the implementation of the Literacy
Early Achievement Program just
four years ago. Since that time there

has been a 3-percent decrease in
students with learning disabilities
and a 5-percent decrease in students
with speech and language disabilities
districi-wide.

That difference was noticeable in
this year’s MEAP results, and we
expect the impact to be more dra~
matic each year.

For those of you who are not famﬂ- .

iar with the LEAP program, it was
developed to put strong focus on lit-
eracy development in the early school
vears. The idea is that if students read
and write well, they will do well in

all subject areas. To accomplish this,
additional staff was added to the kin-
dergarten and first grade classrooms

in all 16 P-CCS elementary schools.
As one of Michigan’s best school
districts, we must constantly change
and evolve to stay on top. That's hard
work and the staff in this district
has proven they are capable of meet-
ing the challenge. This community
should be extremely proud of the
. work its school district is doing to
educate children. To view a complete
list of MEAP scores, please vigit the
MEAP page on the district’s Web site
at hitp//www.pces.k12.mi.ns/dis-
trict/meap/meap.asp

Dr. Cralg Fiegel is Superintendent of
Ptymouth-Canton Community Schools. He can
be reached at (734) 416-2700.

Boerma right pick to head Plymouth Canton bands

s the Associate Director of
Bands at the University of
Michigan for five years in

the recent past, I worked with the
Plymouth-Canton high school
bands, and I was always extremely
impressed with the quality of Amy
Boerma’s instruction and musician-
ship.

Before coming to Michigan, I had
known about the Plymouth-Canton
high school band program for
decades. Although its marching band
continues to place in the finals of the
national championships, its Wind
Ensemble’s notoriety has become
that of mediocrity when compared to
years earlier, when this band would
perform at the Midwest International
Band & Orchestra Clinic, the
Michigan Music Conference, and
other prestigious events.

Those who pay close attention,
however, notice that the middle
two bands, under the direction of
Amy Boerma, have earned straight
first~-division ratings at all district
and state festivals since she arrived
14 years ago, an accomplishment
achieved by none of her colleagues.

Music teachers throughout
Michigan now discuss the Plymouth-

(@)
]

fi

Canton band pro-
gram because of its
marching-band-
heavy lopsidedness,
not because of the .
guality of the overall
{ program. Plymouth-

known throughout
the nation as the
quintessential model of dysfunction,
based upon poor administrative and
booster leadership. Recent events
make it apparent that the community
needs to become aware of the legacy
that is being killed.

Although Amy Boerma was hired
14 years ago as the Co-Director of
Bands (equal to the other director),
administrative personnel changes
several years back caused her to be
overlooked as the obvious person to
lead the program when the last two
marching band directors were hired.
Ask any leader in the high school and
university band wotld who should
have been leading this program for
the past eight years; Boerma has
always been the obvious choice.

Although Boerma is already a fac-
ulty member, she decided to apply for

Steven Davis

| Canton has become ™ -

Assistant Principal Julie Kaminski,, o

to avoid being passed over again. 1

know for a fact that several nations. - * pon obvious problems, relevant®
_discussions with boosters inevitably

" happen, since these parents have his-

.ally respected university Directors of
Bands thén-wrote letters of recom-
mendation to the administration,
urging them not: to overlook her

" again. ‘ A
Unbehevably, the administration
chose to fail the search and hire nei-
ther Boerma nor Montoya after two
outside applicants backed out of the
process at the last minute.

In their attempt to feebly justify
not hiring Boerma, the administra-
tion is now organizing a witch-hunt
against her. .

Let me preface the following
information with the fact that I
have not been in recent contact
with Amy Boerma about these

issues. I have, however, heard from

an extremely reliable source that

,one of the current attacks being

orchestrated against Boerma claims
she has spoken unprofessionally
to band parents about her previ-
ous colleagues’ decisions {or lack
thereof) regarding the direction of
the band program.

As has been the case with every

this position, at the encouragement of band director who has taught in the

Check us out on th

ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Serving the Western Wayne County
“A School You Can Believe In” ]
Preschool through 8th grade

We are now taking applications
fo‘r the 2009-10 school year.

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, Apr1l 23, 2009

. Plymonith-Canton schools, when

the administration refuses to act

torically had more influence on the
administration than the school’s own
teachers. For some shocking reason, .
Mrs. Boerma is suddenly being repri-
manded for these alleged communi-
cations, despite the fact that her col-
leagues have done the same for years
with no retribution.

While I believe it is true Boerma
has voiced repeated concerns to the
administration about the steady
decline in the quality of leadership
and instruction, as evidenced by a
consistent and dramatic drop in stu-
dent audition scores, it is clear that
her, concerns for the students have
fallen on deaf ears.

Almost humorous is the reprimand
Boerma recently received regarding
an analogy made in her class. For
some reason, one or two stadents
in the back row of her band mis-
heard the analogy and reported to

" the administration that she called
" another student an inappropriate

name. Anyone who has taken even a
moment to get to know Amy Beerma

9:00 am to 2:00 pm

and

6 00 pm to 8:00 pm

We welcome Christian students
from the surrounding communities.

Call for reservation

734-459-2490
48735 Warren Road ¢ Canton, MI 48187
www.allsaintscs.com ascs9@hotmail.com

_knows she adores her students as

if they are her own kids and would
never say anything to hurt them.
Over 25 other students in her class
then wrote letters to the adminis-
tration, stating that, in fact, Mrs.
.Boerma did not ca,ll a student this
name.

For 14 years, Amy Boerma has
earned PERFECT evaluations from
her administrators. This year, when
finally put in charge of the program
on an interim basis, Boerma's orga-
nization of the program has been
superb. Her students’ musical suc-
cesses speak for themselves.

Amy Boerma is the obvious choice
to lead this program out of its slump.
It's time for the athletically-minded
administration to wake up and do
the right thing for music education,
not basing philosophy on an activity
that helps with the mastering of syn-
chronizing feet, and stop using Amy

Boerma as its scapegoat for its flail- -

ing program.

Steven D. Davis is a fermer Associate
Director of University Bands, University
of Michigan and is Director of Bands,
Conservatory of Music and Dance at the_
University of Missouri-Kansas City.

)
)

OE03648745



http://www.pccs.kl2.mi.us/dis-
http://www.allsaintscs.com
mailto:ascs9@hotmail.com

online at hometownlife.com

| LOCAL NEWS |

(© A

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, April 19, 2009

BeckRidge Ch_orale bi’inqs ‘upbeat’ program to life in annual spring spectacula’r’_»

BY BRAD KADRICH
(OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Matt Landes’ initial reac-
tion to being asked whether
he’s nervous about his
upcoming solo performance
in the BeckRidge Chorale’s
concert, Love Stories, was
to shake his head and say,
“Maybe a little.”

Then he smiled. “OK, a
lot,” the Plymouth resident
said, laughing,

Landes will take on
Stephen Sondheim’s Marry
Me A Little when the chorale
takes the stage at Northville
High School for its annual
spring spectacular April 24-
25. It’s the first time Landes
has even auditioned for a
solo, much less sung one, but
the song choice brought out
the volunteer in him.

“It’s a song I've always
liked ... a pretty song,”
Landes said. “It goes well
with the theme of the show.
I wanted it in the show,
whether I sang it or not.”

The theme of the show is
Love Stories, though choral
director Michael Gross is
quick to point out they're
not the “sad, lamenting” love
songs.

In fact Gross, for some
30 years the choir’s musical

director/conductor, said the

concert will be an uplift-
ing one that will continue
a string of upbeat perfor-
mances the group has put in
lately.
Gross chose the playl-
ist from among music he
likes. The concert features
Sondheim, Henry Mancini,
Cole Porter and others,
“It’s all just based on
musie I like,” said Gross,

SPRING FLING

* What: BeckRidge Chorale's

annual spring concert, Love

Stories

* When: 8 p.m. Saturday, April

25; 4 p.m. Sunday, April 26

+ Where; Northville High Sthool,
45700 Six Mile

* Cost: Tickets are $16 and $13

« Details: Visit www.beck-

ridgechorale.org or call (734)

416-9885

1978. “These aren’t sad love
songs, they're fun songs. All
of our concerts have been
upbeat this year.”

The upbeat tempo of the
show appeals to choir mem-

Love stories

of Livonia has been a choir
member for some seven
vears, and she likes the fact
the chorale “does something
different every time.”

“T love this one ... it’s a
very jazzy type of progra.m,’
said Norred, who now sits

-on the BeckRidge Board of

Directors. “It’s growing on
all of us — the songs, the
melodies. It has some oid
classic tunes mixed in with
some new.”

The BeckRidge Chorale
was founded in 1973 as
the Plymouth Community
Chorus. The group has been
a silver medalist in Johnny
Mann’s Great American
Choral Festival, twice toured
Washington, D.C., with
invitational performances

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

~ Norm Kindred, Tom Schwartz, Bilt Xondoff and Stan Kovachetf rehearse for the BeckRidge Chorale's spring concert.

at Washington’s National
Cathedral and has been
invited to perform at the
National Cherry Festival in
Traverse City.

The troupe has also per-
formed with the Plymouth
Symphony Orchestra and
the Birmingham/Bloomfield
Symphony. Its community
service concerts include
benefit performances for
Children’s Hospital of
Detroit, Angela Hospice,
The Salvation Army and
the Barbara Ann Karmanos
Cancer Institute.

In 2006, the Plymouth
Community Chorus became
the BeckRidge Chorale
in order to recognize the
organization’s regional
outreach in serving all of

who assumed his position in

bers, as well. Kathy Norred

Coodsi thdeiusk&ﬂdMsOnlim
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Slow Flow Vinyasa, Vinyasa

First Class FREE

fimited to those residing in Ann Arbor & Detroit Metro areas

Prenatal Yoga 1st and 3rd Saturdays
of the month 12:30 to 1:45pm

Yoga for Children with Special Needs
2nd Thursdays 11:30am to 12:15pm

Intro to Basic Yoga
Tuesdays: April 21, 28 & May 5
7:15pm ~ 8:30pm
$30 for all three classes,
$25 if you mention this ad

. Please pre-register at (734) 4549642
or email: information@evolve-yoga.net

| .;_;' - - Summer Yoga Special
| 90 days for $90

“Purchase anytime after May 1st to
practice unlimited yoga
from June 1 - August 31, 2009.

evolve can bring yoga to YOU!
Ask about onsite yoga classes
taught by our fully-trained,
insured instructors.

evolve yoga studio
7986 Lilley Road
~ Canton, Ml 48187
(734) 454-YOGA (9642)
www.evolve-yoga.net’

Basic, Chair Yoga, Medi’tation, Prenatal Yoga,
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southeast Michigan and
specifically the communi-
ties of Plymouth, Canton
and Northville. The name
“BeckRidge Chorale” reflects
this regional emphasis

by combining “Beck” and
“Ridge” — two major roads
passing through all three
communities.

The group’s 110-voice choir
will tackle Love Stories, up
some 15 percent in member-
ship, according to Gross,

“People are getting back to
things in their community
and things they enjoy doing,”
hé said. “Instead of getting
caught up in the (bad) news,
they’re going out and having
fun.” ‘

Nancy Whitecar accompanies the
BeckRidge Chorale as members get

biadrich@hametownlife.com | (313} 222-8899  ready for their annuat spring concert.

For Fast &
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Radlsaan Hotel & Conference Center
V7123 N, Laurel Park Dr e Livonia, ML » 48132

\248-866-9376 cindyjomark@yahoo.com

QEQBBS2010
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« Athletic Adventures
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ow Accepting Kindergarten

-

r Fall of 2009 s

tudents

2009 he ehg:ble age to begm
that your child’s kindergarten educat:on w:ll be missing somethmg? We atVan Buren
Public Schools have provided a positive kindergarten experience since 1827. We
understand that making the right choice for your child by selecting the correct kinder-
garten program can make all the difference. Van Buren Public Schools offer:

o All-day, everyday kindergarten in all of our elementary schools.

e A well-balanced, rigorous curriculum that emphasizes literacy,
mathematics, science, and technology.

e A curriculum that encourages personal and social
development.

e Art, music,and physical education opportunities for elementary students
withinVan Buren Public Schools. o
"o AllVan Buren Public Schools are accredited by the North
Central Association (NCA) and meet Adequate Yearly ngress (AYP
under the No Child Left Behind legislation.

- ® Before and after school, latchkey, quality care program. (feéwbas.éd).

® Free, in-district transportation.
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