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National TV Turnoff Week 
starts Sunday, April 19, and runs 
through April 25. Canton Leisure 
Services will be hosting several 
events during the week that will 
help you get away from the tube 
and get out and enjoy life. 

Stop by the Lower Rouge River 
Recreation Trail (Morton Taylor 
Road, just south of Michigan 
Avenue) 2-3:30 p.m. Sunday, April 
19, for a free game of trail bingo, 
in which participants will see how 
many nature spots they can locate. 

Family Dodge Ball and Game 
Night is set to start at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 21, at the Summit 
gym and will feature a variety of 
rounds, including families, par­
ents vs. kids and siblings' vs. sib­
lings. Leisure Services staff will 
also provide other gym games for 
families to enjoy. The cost is $5 
for the whole family to play dodge 
ball (for ages 6 and up). 

If swimming is more your thing, 
the Water Fun Pool Party will take 
place 5-7:30 p.m. Friday, April 24. 
Join the Aquatic staff for an eve­
ning M l of river rapids, fish dives, 
noodles and squirt guns. This 
event is free for members, just $2 
for all kids, and adults are $4 for 
residents and $6 for non-residents. 

Visit the Village Theater for 
a performance of The Pajama 
Game, a musical comedy that's 
set in the 1950s and tells the story 
of the Sleep-Tite Pajama Factory. 
Tickets for the April 24-26 per­
formances will be discounted one 
hour prior to the 8 p.m. shows. 
Kids wearing pajamas can get 
tickets for $5 each (ages 16 and 
under) and adults are just $18. 

In addition, Leisure Services 
is teaming up with As the Page 
Turns Bookstore to offer a book 
fair and story time during the 
week. Look for posters and fliers 
with all of the details. 

For more information on all of 
these off-the-couch activities, visit 
leisure.canton-mi.org or call (734) 
394-5460. 

Want to compete on The 
Amazing Race? Then grab a part­
ner and head to the open casting 
call CBS is hosting 3-7 p.m. today 
at Gardner White Furniture in 
Canton (39453 Ford Road) for 
your chance to audition for the 
reality TV game show where two-
person teams travel the globe to 
solve clues, win prizes and avoid 
coming in last place. 

The show, which is hosted by 
Phil Keoghan, is currently in its 
14th season. 

To audition, you must be 21 or 
older and bring two completed 
applications (one for each appli­
cant), which can be downloaded 
at http://wwjtv.com/events/amaz-
ing.race.wwjtv.8-971201.html. 
Also bring a valid photo ID, 
and be sure to review eligibility 
requirements before attending. 

Upcoming projects to fix pothole-laden roads 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Driving on some of Canton's pothole-
laden roads can be downright dangerous, 
with thoughts turning to how much it's 
going to cost to replace tie rods or a dam­
aged wheel after feeling a drop into what 
feels more like craters. 

Wayne County will give Canton motor­
ists a break from some of those problems 
with four road resurfacing projects on 
Joy, Warren, Sheldon and Haggerty roads, 
most of which are expected to begin within 
weeks. 

"The totalis $994,000 for the four proj­
ects and seven other areas where we will do 
patching," said Eddie Bizek, Wayne County 
project manager. "These projects aren't 
being paid with federal stimulus money, 

they are rehabilitation and resurfacing 
projects which have been in the planning 
for the last year. These were going to get 
done regardless of any stimulus money." 

Among the projects: 
Warren Road will be resurfaced from 

Morton Taylor Road to Lilley Road. This 
project is expected to start in the latter 
part of April or the early part of May. 

"Warren will have a detour and be closed 
to local traffic both eastbound and west­
bound," said Bizek. "It will take about a 
month and a half, depending on weather." 

Mast arms installation at the Warren 
and Lilley intersection is planned for late 
2009. 

Two-lane Sheldon Road will be resur­
faced from Warren Road to Arlington Road. 

Ptease see ROADS, A 3 

Ttiis month Wayne County 
will begin road repair and 
reconstruction on Warren 
Road between Morton 
Taylor and Lilley roads; 
Joy Road between Lilley 
and Haggerty roads; 
Haggerty between Cherry 
Hill and Ford roads; and 
Sheldon between Warren 
and Arlington roads. 

Peace process 
i 

Pioneer kids push plan in Big Apple -

3HHR 

4 * 

BY JEFF NOVAK 
CORRESPONDENT 

Despite cold, rainy weather, 
more than 180 students from 
Pioneer Middle School in 
Plymouth descended upon the 
streets of New York City to 
spread their message of peace 
and promote the Pioneer Peace 
Project. 

Torrential rain kept the nor­
mally busy park not so packed 
for the kickoff peace celebra­
tion at Naumburg Bandshell 
in Central Park, but that didn't 
keep the students from succeed­
ing in their mission to spread the 
peace. 

To start the morning off, 
the young peace activists from 
Pioneer were featured on the 
CBS Early Show. There the 
show's weatherman, Dave Price, 
and hosts Maggie Rodriguez and 
Harry Smith talked and laughed 
with the students before airing 
a short segment during which 
Pioneer English and performing 

arts teacher Claire Swisher talk­
ed about the "Peace it Forward" 
program. 

Flying high from the Early 
Show exposure, the group trav­
eled to the historic Naumburg 
Bandshell, where they listened 
to fellow students give speeches 
and read poetry and heard 
classmates Alyssa Blomquist 
and Danielle Allen sing a rous­
ing version of John Lennon's 
Imagine. Students alsp heard 
speeches by representatives from 
ShelterBox, Putumayo World 
Music and Junior, Tours — all 
organizations that,helped'spon­
sor the event. 

Children's book author and 
illustrator Todd Parr, whose 
work The Peace Book inspired 
the Pioneer Peace Book, 
wrapped up the ceremony with 
a short speech about the impor­
tance of the event. 

Even though honored guest 
Yoko Ono didn't make the eel-

Please see P E A C E , A 6 

PHOTOS BY JULIE NOVAK IJ2 CONCEPTS 

'Early Show' host Harry Smith interviews Pioneer English teacher Claire Swisher 
during the CBS morning show. 

Alyssa Blomquist and Danielle Allen raise a triumphant peace sign after they finish singing John 
Lennon's 'imagine' at Naumburg Bandshell in Central Park to kick off the Pioneer Peace Project. 
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For Home 

State grant will help beautify Ford Road/DDA 
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BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A half-million-dollar state 
grant will help Canton's 
Downtown Development 
Authority complete a three-mile 
Ford Road beautification project 
begun 15 years ago. 

The $510,383 grant, along with 
a matching amount from the DDA, 
will go to landscape Ford Road 
from Morrison (west of Lilley 
Road) to the 1-275 interchange. 

"With this money we will put in 
a lot of landscaping from Morrison 
to Lotz roads," said Kathleen Salla, 
DDA coordinator. "A big part of 
it will be the enhancement of the 
1-275 quadrants as well. We'll be 
doing some landscaping at 1-275, 
with manicured planting near the 
road. As you get further into the 
quadrants, it will be a prairie that 
is low-maintenance so we won't 

have to spend a lot of money main­
taining it, but it will look nice. 

"The DDA is going to pay to put 
in our signature brick walls and 
irrigation in front of some of the 
older areas that don't have them," 
Salla added. "The rest of our com­
munity looks very nice, so we 
want our gateway to look as nice 
as our residential areas do." 

Salla said the construction of 
the remaining masonry walls' 
from Lilley to Lotz will cost the 
DDA $300,000, bringing the 
entire project to more than $1.3 
million. Salla said she's hopeful 
the improvements will begin 
mid- to late summer. 

The original DDA district in 
1994 consisted of Ford Road 
between Sheldon and Morton 
Taylor roads. In 1996, the 
district was expanded to the 
Westland boundary on'the east 
and past Canton Center Road on 

the west. Salla said developers 
who build along Ford Road are 
required to put in the brick wall, 
green street lights and Canton 
Community logo signs. 

"They still are, except in the 
area from Lotz to Lilley we've 
committed to do that," Salla 
said. "And we put in all the 
street lights. Eventually, all of it 
will look alike and have an iden­
tity, and people will know it's 
still part of Canton." 

Salla said the street lights will 
soon sport banners to divide 
Ford Road into color districts. 

"There are seven different 
colors and each block will have 
its own color identification so 
the businesses can advertise, for 
example, they are in the green 
district so customers can find 
the businesses more easily," she 
said. "We're hoping they will be 
up sometime this summer." 
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R o a d r a l l y 
Leadership Canton's upcom­

ing Road Rally fund-raiser 
will take place Saturday, April 
25 at 5:30 p.m. at the Rotary 
Clock in Heritage Park. 
Leadership Canton is raising 
money for First Step (www. 
firststep-mi.org), Open Door 
Ministry (www.opendoorfood-
ministry.com) and Leadership 
Canton Alumni Fund. 

The fee is $35 per person 
and includes road rally, T-
shirt, dinner and refresh­
ments. The rally is limited to 
30 cars, with 4-6 passengers 
per car (minimum of four 
people per car). There are 
still sponsorship, participant 
and sign maker opportunities 
available. 

For more information about 
the event visit http://roadrally. 
cantonchamber.com, or con­
tact Deb Zevalkink at (734) 
394-5188. 

Open h o u s e / s c i e n c e f a i r 
All Saints Catholic School 

(48735 Warren Road, Canton) 
will host a Spring "Open 

House" and "Science Fair" 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. and 6-8 
p.m., Thursday, April 23. 
Attendees will have the oppor-
tuntiy to meet the school's 
staff and view science projects 
completed by fifth through 
eight grade students. For more 
information, call (734) 459-
2490. 

'The Pajama Game' 
Local theater group 

Spotlight Players will pres­
ent the musical comedy "The 
Pajama Game" between April 
24 and May 9 at the Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill. 
Showtimes are 8 p.m. with a 
Sunday matinee at 2 p.m. 

Tickets are $13~$18. To 
RSVP call (734) 394-5300. 
Tickets can also be purchased 
online at www.spotlightplay-
ersmi.org. 

A d o p t - A - R o a d c l e a n - u p 
Volunteers are sought to help 

clean up the shoulders along 
Geddes Road and Beck Road 
on Saturday, May 2, at 9 a-m. 
for the Adopt-A-Road pro­
gram. Picking up the trash and 

debris from the roadside and 
ditches not only makes the area 
look better, it also cuts down on 
pollution of the soil and water 
that occurs during runoff. 

Wayne County trash bags 
and reflective vests will be 
supplied for the morning 
event. Call Greg Greene at 
(734) 855-6192 or see www. 
gcgreene.biz for more infor­
mation and to volunteer. 

Deadline n e a r s 
Need help with those college 

bills? The League of Women 
Voters of Northwest Wayne 
County has a suggestion: 
Submit an application for its 
$1,000 scholarship that will 
be award in June. 

Applicants must be a United 
States citizen and college 
student entering the third or 
fourth year of undergraduate 
studies. They also must live 
in the league's service area of 
Canton, Garden City, Livonia, 
Plymouth, Redford, Wayne, 
Westland and the Wayne 
County portion ofNorthville 
as well as attend a Michigan 
college1 or university where 

ite dance 
At the recent KAR Dance Competition in Wailed Lake, Canton's planetdance 
received the most points and earned the 'Top Elite Studio' award. Hundred 
of dancers from across the area attended the event. The studio was also 
awarded several overall achievements as well as Junior Miss KAR and Teen 
Mr. KAR. The studio has students from Canton, Plymouth, Westland, Garden 
City and Wayne. "I'm so very proud of each and everyone of our dancers. 
They have worked so hard the past couple of months and their dedication was 
evident to everyone this past weekend," said planetdance owner Jen Toby. 

they are majoring in govern­
ment, political science or pub­
lic policy. 

Additional information and 
the scholarship application 
can be found at the League's 
Web site at www.lwvnww. 
org. Click on 2009 Scholarship 
Application. The deadline is 
April 17. 

F a r m e r s M a r k e t t o o p e n 
Preparations are underway 

for the opening of the Canton 
Farmers Market third season 
on Sunday, April 26 from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. at the Bartlett-
Travis House, located at 500 
N. Ridge. It will then be open 
every Sunday from April 26-
Oct. 25 rain or shine at this 
historic site. 

New and returning vendors 
will offer a wide-variety of mer­
chandise, as it becomes avail­
able, including: fresh fruits 
and vegetables, bread, baked 
goods, flowers, herbs, jellies, 
jams, cider, honey and much 
more. New vendors this season 
with Michigan-made products, 
include Aunt Violets Cottage 

offering mosaic tile work; 
Sansonetti Gourmet Foods 
offering pasta sauces, appetiz­
ers, mustards, barbecue sauces, 
salsa, and dipping oil; Sun 
River Natural offering home­
made bath salts and lotions. 

Returning vendors include 
Baubles by Barb, Boblin 
Honey, John the Wood 
Guy, Just for Fun, Kapnick 
Orchard, Linda's Lighthouse 
Beads, Paluch Farm, Parran's 
Greenhouse and Farm, Skin 
Essentials, Vena's Greenhouse 
and West Farm. 

Special activities are , 
planned for the opening 
including the Spice Up Your 
Summer Cook Off Series 
challenge, featuring the Best 
Burger Blowout, where all you 
closet chefs can show off your 
culinary skills. While at the 
market, be sure to purchase 
a Farmers Market tote made 
from recycled materials, while 
supplies. The public is encour­
aged to attend and there is no 
admission to enter the Market. 

Canton Farmers Market is 
always looking for new and 

unique vendors to add to our 
outdoor market, especially 
meat, cheese, seafood,-and 
dairy vendors. Applications 
are still being accepted for the 
2009 season. Vendor market 
applications and registration 
forms are available at leisure. 
canton-mi.org or by contacting 
the market manager at spav-
lo@canton-mi.org or (734) 
398-5570 extension 5. 

C h e e r o p e n c a l l 
Michigan Xtreme Cheer and 

Dance, a cheerleading training 
center, is holding open call for 
its 2009-10 season. Michigan 
Xtreme, which offers classes 
for various ages and skill levels, 
ranging from competitive cheer 
teams to tumbling and dance, 
has locations in Canton, Ann 
Arbor, Hartland and Lansing. 
Evaluations for placement of 
Canton teams is being held on 
Thursday, April 16 from 5-6:30 
p.m. at the Canton location, 
7857 Ronda Drive. 

Michigan Xtreme's two level 
5 competitive cheer teams will 
travel to Florida to compete 
at the Cheerleading Worlds, 
which is a huge honor accord­
ing to Director/Coach Lisa 
Hemmie. If you want to learn 
what Michigan Xtreme is all 
about, families of these ath­
letes are hosting a "Kick-off 
to Worlds Friends and Family 
Night" to celebrate this accom­
plishment on April 21 from 
5-6:30 p.m. 

For more information on the 
program and/or to register for 
classes, please call the Canton 
office at (734) 737-0560 or 
visit our Web site at www.mix-
cheer.com. 

R e l a y f u n d - r a i s e r 
The Westwood Community; 

Church is doing a Relay for 
Life fund-raiser on May 5 
all day at Carvel Ice Cream, 
41990 Ford Road, Canton. A . 
percentage of the proceeds 
will go to Relay for Life, which 
is scheduled to take place May 
16-17,2009 at Heritage Park. 
For more information, call 
(734) 983-9120. 
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Observer & Eccentric 
will lay off 4 4 emp 

The Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers Monday 
announced the layoff of 
approximately 44 people in 
all departments - adver­
tising, editorial, circula­
tion and production. In 
addition, the company 
will cease publication of 
five Eccentric print and 
web editions as of Sunday, 
May 31: The Birmingham, 
West Bloomfield, Troy and 
Rochester editions. 

In addition, the Southfield 
edition and O&E's Mirror 
Newspaper will become part 
of a new, multi-commu­
nity Sunday newspaper, the 
South Oakland Eccentric, 
which will serve Royal 
Oak, Berkley, Clawson, 
Huntington Woods, 
Southfield and Pleasant 
Ridge. 

"These expense reductions 
are a direct effect of our' 
challenging economy and 
changing media landscape," 
said Susan Rosiek, execu­
tive editor of the Observer 
& Eccentric/Mirror/ 
Hometown Newspapers. 
"These decisions, as dif­
ficult as they are to execute 
and to accept, position the 
newspaper for the future - a 

future that includes multiple 
platforms of news and adver­
tising." 

The newspaper company 
will continue to publish the 
Observer Newspapers in 
western Wayne County and 
Farmington/Farmington 
Hills and the Hometown 
Weekly Newspapers in 
Northville, Novi, Milford 
and South Lyon. The com­
pany also provides news and 
information on the web at 
www.hometownlife.com. 

Rosiek met Monday with 
employees and representatives 
of employee unions - Graphic 
Communications Conference/ 
International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters Local 13N District 
Council 3 and the Newspaper 
Guild of Detroit, Local 34022 
to inform them of these deci­
sions. 

The Birmingham 
Eccentric has been pub­
lished since 1878. The 
Eccentric was founded and 
named after a local men's 
club - The Eccentric Club. 
The first edition of the 
Birmingham Eccentric in 
1878 sold for two cents a 
copy. The award-winning 
Birmingham Eccentric has 
had six owners in its 131-

year history. The newspaper 
has been known for its local 
news and prep sports cover­
age. Local names and faces 
in award-winning photo 
pages were a staple of the 
newspaper. 

The Eccentric "brand" 
expanded in the late 1960s 
when a Troy Eccentric 
was launched in 1968 
followed by the West 
Bloomfield Eccentric and 
Southfield Eccentric in 
1970. A Rochester Eccentric 
was started in 1972. The 
Eccentric Newspapers 
merged with the Observer 
Newspapers and the two 
companies began combined 
publishing operations in 
March 1974. 

The O&E purchased 
the Mirror from Oak 
Communications Inc. in 
1998. The Mirror will become 
part of the new South . 
Oakland Eccentric published 
on Sunday. The new product 
will offer local and national 
advertisers a greater reach 
with consumers in highly 
desirable south Oakland 
County communities. 

The O&E and Hometown 
Weeklies are owned by 
Gannett Co. Inc. 

ROADS 
FROM PAGE A l 

"There will be some detours 
associated with the project, 
but we will maintain traffic," 
added Bizek, who noted it will 
get started within weeks. "It 
should take about a month to 
complete." 

Canton resident Paul 
Schrauben said that stretch of 
Sheldon is dangerous. 

"You have to drive in the 
oncoming lane to avoid (pot­
holes)," said Schrauben. "I'm 

afraid if I actually stayed in my 
lane I'd do damage to the car, 
myself or somebody's property 
along there." 

Joy Road will be resurfaced 
from Lilley Road to Haggerty 
Road, including installation of 
a guard rail and sidewalk. 

"It should get started in a 
week or two and take about six 
weeks to complete," said Greg 
DuChene, Wayne County proj­
ect supervisor. 

Haggerty Road will be 
resurfaced from Cherry Hill 
Road to Ford Road. 

"This won't get started until 

the middle or end of May," said 
DuChene. "It's a resurfacing 
project that will also include 
bridge rehabilitation, which 
could take a couple of months 
to complete." 

The remainder of the patch­
ing plans have not been com­
pletely determined. However, * 
they could include Lilley from 
Cherry Hill to Ford roads; 
Warren Road west of Haggerty; 
Sheldon between Cherry Hill 
and Ford; and Morton Taylor 
between Warren and Joy. 
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CANTON COP CALLS 
S u s p i c i o u s man 
I On April 9. a woman told police 
1 a suspicious man had been 
spotted at two bus stops near 
Cranbrook and EastWoodmont 
in Canton the past several 
months. One of the buses is from 
Stevenson Middle School in the 
Wayne-Westland school district, 
while the other bus is from Tyler 
School in the Van Buren school 
district. The woman recently 
tracked the suspect as he fol­
lowed a Van Buren bus. The man 
noticed he was being followed 
and stopped at a convenience 
store. The woman took a picture 
of the man, wrote down his 
license plate number and gave 
the information to Canton police, 
who identified him as a 57-year-
old Canton resident. The investi­
gation remains open. 

Donation j a r s t o l e n 
®% An employee of the 
m Speedway gas station, 
5395 N. Lilley Road, reported 
someone stole a donation jar 
from the counter April 1. The 
employee told police a cus­
tomer asked to purchase a 
carton of cigarettes, and when 
the employee went in the back 
room to retrieve the merchan­
dise the man walked out with 
the jar. There is no estimate as 
to how much money was taken. 

Tonda v a n d a l i z e d 

3On April 12, a Canton 
police patrol officer discov­

ered graffiti spray painted on 
doors and windows at Tonda 
Elementary, 46501 Warren 
Road. The officer contact 
school officials. The incident 
remains under investigation. 

Mott Rd. Yost fid. VanBcffl Rd, 

Teen s t e a l s i P o d 
M A 19-year~old man was 
^arrested April 14 for steal­
ing an iPod Griffen Road Trip 
accessory from Meijer, 45001 
Ford Road. Police say the teen 
cut the package open, removed 
the contents and concealed it 
in his sweatshirt pocket. He 
bought several other items, but 
was detained by store security 
when he didn't pay for the 
concealed item. Canton police 
charged him with retail fraud. 

Identity t h e f t 

SA man who lives in the 6900 
block of Camelot reported to 

Canton police a case of identity 
theft on April % The victim 
told police he filed his fed­

eral income tax return online, 
but received an e-mail it was 
rejected because someone else 
already filed a return with the 
same Social Security number. 

Wallet s t o l e n 

SA couple who lives in an apart­
ment complex in the 40000-

block of Eaton took their dog for a 
walk at 11 p.m. on April 2, leaving 
the apartment door unlocked. 
The next morning the woman 
noticed her purse — containing 
$3,000 in winnings from Motor 
City Casino — missing. Nothing 
else in the apartment was taken. 
The couple told Canton police a 
black male, who claimed he was 
homeless, had been sleeping in 
me laundry room. The suspect 
hasn't been seen since. 

Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy offers a free Citizens Academy, a free course taught by those who work in 
the criminal justice system and designed to demystify that system. Speakers include prosecutors, law enforcement 
officials and Worthy herself. 

Prosecutor's free Citizens Academy looks at real law & order 
BY MATTJACHMAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Television's CSIMiami 
and Law £2 Order don't have 
anything on Wayne County 
Prosecutor Kym Worthy's 
Citizens Academy. 

The Academy is a free course 
taught by those who work in 
the criminal justice system 
and designed to demystify 
that system. Speakers include 
prosecutors, law enforcement 
officials and Worthy herself. 

Two previous Academies, 
including one held last fall, 
have proven popular, said 
Maria Miller, spokeswoman 
for the prosecutor's office. 

"It's been very very popu­
lar with people," said Miller. 
"We've gotten great feedback 
from the program." 

The next Academy will meet 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on six 
consecutive Tuesdays, April 
21 through May 26, at Lincoln 
Park High School. Registration 
is limited to 225 people; par­
ticipants must be 18 or older. 

The next Academy, Miller 
said, will feature breakout ses­
sions that explore topics such 
as jury duty and the impor­
tance of witnesses to criminal 
prosecutions, plus appearances 
from representatives of some 
of the specialized units in 
Worth/s office, and recogni­

tion for the prosecutors' annu­
al Everyday Hero honorees. 

Miller said the past acad­
emies have drawn a wide range 
of participants, from high 
school students to professionals. 

"We have a really varied 
cross section of the public that 
comes to it," she said. 

Despite the time commit­
ment required, Miller said, , 
most participants stick with it. 

"We have very low attrition/ 
she said. 

For more information on the 
Citizens Academy or to find 
a registration form, visit the -
Web site www.waynecounty. 
com and click on the link to 
the prosecutor's office. 
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Michigan Eye Doctor Helps Legally Blind 
Dr. Sheldon Smith, member of the IALVS, fits special glasses to help those with 

macular degeneration and other eye conditions 
Most of us take things 

like reading, watching TV 
or playing cards for granted. 
But poor vision from 
conditions like macular 
degeneration, glaucoma, 
diabetes or cataracts makes 
these tasks difficult or even 
impossible. When people 
have insufficient vision to 
do the things they want to 
do they have low vision. 

Dr. Smith, a Low Vision 
Specialist, helps people with 
these types of eye diseases 
see better. A fellow of the 
International Academy of 
Low Vision Specialists, 
Dr. Smith is one of a select 
group of doctors serving the 
visually impaired. 

Mr. Liptak, wearing 
special reading glasses 

"It's wonderful to be able to 
see again. I have a new lease 
on life!"-Dr. Smith's patient. 

Specialprismaticreading 
glasses and microscopes 
help make reading a little 
easier. Special reading 
glasses start at $600 and 
custom telescopes can cost 
from $1800 to $2500. 

In addition to the 
spectacle vision aids, Dr. 
Smith offers framing to help 
people accomplish their daily 
activities. Visual aids help 
patients use their remaining 
vision to its fullest capacity 
while rehabilitative training 
improves the patient's 
ability to carry out necessary 
independent activities. 

Of course, safeguarding 
present vision levels is 
crucial. Sun filters and 
nutritional supplements can 
improve vision and prevent 
further loss. 

"People don't know that 
there are experienced doctors 
who can help them with 
specialized low vision care," 

says Dr. Smith. Patients 
often end up using weak, .. 
clumsy hand-held magnifiers 
trying to help themselves see 
better. Conversely, Dr. Smith 
prescribes hands-free devices 
that are easier to use. 

If you or someone you 
know is struggling with . 
their vision, call Dr. Smith 
to find out how low vision 
care can help. There is help 
available. You just need to 
know where to find it. 

You can reach Dr. 
Sheldon Smith and 
Suburban Low Vision of 
Michigan by calling: 

Toll Free: 
877-677-2020 

OE0B651777 

to Non-Insured 
Patients 
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Please come and see us for all of your urgent care needs. 
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27144 Joy Road • Redford, Ml 48239 
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Tough economy takes its toll on food pantry 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Here's how bad it's getting 
for the Plymouth Salvation 
Army's food pantry: 

Old Mother Hubbard had 
more food in her cupboard.. 

Things got so bare in the 
pantry that earlier this week 
there were fewer than 25 bags 
available for families. Based 
on current demand, that's less 
than a week's worth of help. 

"Demand is just escalat­
ing," said Laurie Aren, the 
Army's director of Family 
and Community Ministries. 
"Folks are having to make very 
important decisions... am I 
going to pay the car insurance 
this month or put food on the 
table for my kids?" 

In the last three months, the 
Salvation Army has serviced 
273 families, hitting a high 
point in March by seeing 106. 
That's more than triple what 
they saw two years ago (31 in 
March 2007). 

Just this year, the Salvation 
Army — which services 
Plymouth, Canton, Northville 
and Belleville — saw 77 
families in January and 90 in 
February. 

"There is a general increase, 
and that's just families," Aren 
said. "That doesn't account for 
individual men and women, 
which are the new faces of who 

wildest imagination," Irvine 
said. "The economy is taking 
its toll, even on us. But our 
commitment to helping this 
community remains as strong 
as ever." 

Local residents are going to 
get their chance to help May 
9, when the Salvation Army 
once again teams-with postal 
workers in both Plymouth and 

Canton for the annual Letter 
Carriers Food Drive. Residents 
will be able to leave non-per­
ishable food items on their 
doorsteps to be collected by 
postal carriers. 

Anyone who wants to help 
in the meantime can do so by 
either taking food directly to 
the Salvation Army (9451S. 
Main, just south of Ann Arbor 

Road), or by donating cash. 
Aren said she's confident 

help will arrive. 
"It's scary right now, (but) 

it seems like just when our 
pantry gets to its lowest point, 
someone walks in with dona­
tions," she said. "That's the 
good news: God is providing." 

bkadrichditiometownlife.com I (313) 222-8899 

LAURIE AREN 

The shelves are a bit bare in the Plymouth Salvation Army's food pantry. 

POSTAL FOOD DRIVE 
•What: Salvation Army/Letter 
Carriers Food Drive 
• When: Saturday, May 9 
* Where: Plymouth and Canton 
post offices are taking part 
•Why: Postal carriers will col­
lect donated food left on door­
steps to benefit the Plymouth 
Salvation Army's food pantry 
•Details: For more info, call 
(734)453-5464 

we're helping... people who 
are losing their jobs who don't 
know where to go because 

they've never had to ask for 
our kind of help." 

Not only is the economy 
sending more people the 
Salvation Army's way, it's 
also putting a crimp in the 
ability of people to donate. 
Consequently, the food is fly­
ing off the shelves much faster 
than it's being replaced. 

Maj. Jim Irvine, the Corps 
officer for the Plymouth 
Salvation Army, said the Army 
would have to do an emer­
gency shopping trip and spend 
money that wasn't necessarily 
in the budget. 

"Our food supplies have 
been depleted beyond anyone's 

Check us out on the 
Web every day at 
hometownlifexom 

Please recycle this 
newspaper 
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• Karate & Aikido demonstration 
• Grand opening of the Bright House room 
• Digital Finger printing 
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• 50% off spring program for new members 
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Q you way of banking. 
Your neighbor has a new name. Franklin Bank is now 

First Place Bank. We're the same friendly faces, the same 

community bank focused on the same thing we always 

have, you. We've been pari of the First Place family .for 

some time, and we're excited to join them in name throughout 

the Midwest marketplace. At First Place Bank, we are 

committed to local management and decision-making, so 

you'll get a quicker response when you have a question 

or need - from bankers who live and work in your 

own community. In these challenging economic times, it's nice 

to have a neighbor you can rely on. That's the difference a 

community bank can make. That's a you way of banking. 

muss M e m b e r FDIC 
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Formerly Frankiin Bank. 

firstplacebank.com 

Store 
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All Headboards 75% off 

Floor Sample Bunk Beds, Daybeds $199 to $349 (Bring your tools!) 
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(Delivery available. Min $30.00) 
42489 Ford Road in Canton I 
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(Behind the New Potbelly Restaurant) 

Sales telephone 734-844-0400 
Sale Hours: Mon • Sat 10 am • 8 pm, Sun 12 noon • 8 pm | 

Approved C h e c k * C a s h * V l s a * M a s t e r C a r d | 

Most items below wholesale! 
Sale Extended to April I9ttt-8pm 

http://bkadrichditiometownlife.com
http://www.unitedtemperaTureservices.com
http://www.ymcadetroit.org
http://firstplacebank.com


A6 (o Observer S Eccentric | Thursday, April 16,2009 online at hometownlife.com 

PEACE 
PAGE Al 

ebration due to the weather 
conditions, the students' spir­
its remained high for the next 
leg of the tour. 

The students broke into 
smaller groups and headed 
off to three destinations 
— Grand Central Terminal, 
Penn Station and the Time 
Warner Center — to read 
from and pass out more than 
300 copies of The Peace Book 
donated by publisher Little, 
Brown Books for Young 
Readers to random New 
Yorkers and visitors. 

All the students requested 
in return is that the recipi­
ents help spread the mes­
sage of peace and "Peace it 
Forward." The eighth-grad­
ers asked that the copies of 
the book get passed along to 
family and friends or even 
strangers and recorded on 
the Peace Project Web site 
www.p3nyc2009.ning.com, 
where the path of the books 
can be followed. 

Along with every book, 
the students gave away a 
free "Peace Bag," courtesy 
of California Pizza Kitchen, 

mm 

www?" 

MAGIME PEACE € t « r ^ 

PHOTOS BY JEF 3NCEPTS 

Pioneer teacher Carmen Johnson, with fellow teacher Claire Swisher, gets the crowd going with her speech at 
Naumburg Bandshell in Central Park at during the kickoff peace celebration. 

that contained promotional 
materials — CDs, DVDs, 
buttons, stickers and more — 
from 20-plus peace-oriented 
organizations, corporations 
and individuals. California 
Pizza Kitchen also provided 
lunch for the group. 

Parr finished off the proj­
ect with a successful book 

signing at a very dry Union 
Square Barnes & Nobel. 

Swisher said the students 
came back as changed indi­
viduals. 

"They were exposed to a 
community that is different 
from the one in which they 
live, but they come to real­
ize that we are all searching 

for similar things," she said. 
"As teachers, we see them 
become global citizens. They 
become aware of the world 
around them and recognize 
that we are all striving for 
the same things. Our stu­
dents return more indepen­
dent and self-assured; they 
have just conquered a bus-

'CBS Early Show' hosts Dave Price, Maggie Rodriguez and Harry Smith are 
surrounded by peace as students, parents, teachers and administrators kick 
off the first Pioneer Peace Project. 

tling city on their own. As 
we \\ atch them interact with 
the city during our stay, we 
see them become more con­
fident and daring — they are 
New Yorkers." 

The Peace Project is the . 
apex of a year-long cur­
riculum concept centered on 
peace and concludes with an 
art show — Behind the Lens 
III — where the students 
will display their photo­
graphs, poetry, reflections 
and art inspired by the trip 

to NYC. 
To ensure the success of 

this year's event and the 
growth of future Pioneer 
Peace Projects, the coordi­
nators are looking for more 
sponsors and donations. 
For more information about 
making a donation, visit the 
Peace Project Web site at 
www.p3nyc2009.ning.com 
or contact Ben McMurray 
at Pioneer Middle School at 
(734) 416-2774 or mcmur-
rb@pcccs.kl2.mi.us. 
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Paula Buermele (left), Marge Mconnell, Alicia Oubisky, Dan Bourquin, Jeff 
Middleton, Melissa Karby Stange, and Patty Pluta make up the Canton 
Concert Band's Percussion Concussion Ensemble. The percussion group 
performs during the band's In the Spotlight spring concert April 18, at the 
Village Theater. 

Canton Concert Band gearing 
up for Stomp-like performance 

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Paula Buermele looks out of 
place carrying trash can lids 
into rehearsal at the Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill in 
Canton. She normally just 
has her flute in tow every 
Thursday evening but a selec­
tion by the Canton Concert 
Band Percussion Concussion 
Ensemble was so popular at 
a fall concert they're bringing 
back the sound which is simi­
lar to Stomp, a touring show 
that combines percussion and 
movement. 

The Canton Concert Band's 
version can be heard during 
their In the Spotlight concert 
7 p.m. Saturday, April IS, at 
The Village Theater at 50400 
Cherry Hill and Ridge roads. 
Tickets are $12 and available 
at the door or by calling (734) 
394-5300. 

It was the band's Christmas 
concert 3-years ago that 
inspired Buermele to pick up 
her flute again and take les­
sons. She hadn't been part of 
a music program since school 
but worked hard and joined 
the 50 to 60 member band in 
August 2008. Proceeds from 
their Haunted Horns con­
cert last Halloween went to 
First Step, an agency to assist 
domestic violence and sexual 
assault victims. 

"We wear ear plugs," said 
Buermele. "I also wear them 
when I play high notes on 
my flute as well. We all had 
ear plugs the last couple of 
rehearsals." 

A week ago Thursday night 
the band was busy rehearsing 
everything from a Mozart clar­
inet concerto to the rhythmic 
number, "Fresh Trash" by Ed 
Argenziano. 

By day Buermele works as 
a service support representâ  
tive for Unisys in Plymouth, 
but once a week she enjoys 
being part of the band which 
rehearses from August to 
December and February to 
June. The group is composed 
of engineers, teachers, manag­
ers, and high school students 
from the metro Detroit area. 
Dues are $25. 

"Every time we play a con-." 
cert we pick up a couple more 
members," said Buermele 
of Canton, who also plays 
in a flute choir at the Flute 
Specialist in Clawson. "We give 
our regular season concerts 
and the rest of the year play 
the Liberty Fest and concerts 
in the park in Plymouth. You 
do have to audition if the sec-
tion'is full, but if not just show 

i N THE SPOTLIGHT' CONCERT 
Who: Canton Concert Band 
When: 7 p.m. Saturday, April 18 
Where: The Village Theater at 
50400 Cherry Hill and Ridge 
roads 
T i c k e t s : $12 (available at the 
door or by calling (734) 394-
5300.) 
Info: Visit www.cantonband.com 

up, sit down and play." 
Buermele is especially look­

ing forward to the Meet the 
Band segment after intermis­
sion. 

"Each section will stand up 
and play music typical of those 
instruments and then well put 
it all together at the end and 
show how it all works togeth­
er," said Buermele. "We're all 
volunteers. For me the satis­
faction is playing a part that 
contributes to a whole and 
being part of a whole that con­
tributes to an audience's musi­
cal experience." 

Jim Blough has been playing 
trumpet with a group, specifi­
cally a Big band, since age 13. 
A professional musician for 
40~some years, he directs the 
Canton Concert Band he start­
ed in 2004. 

"The Canton administra­
tion was looking for a band. 
We started in the one-room 
Cherry Hill Schoolhouse as 
a class. We had 8 people the 
first night and grew from 
there," said Blough who leads 
the Swing City Big Band also 
based at the Canton theater. 
"For our In the Spotlight con­
cert we feature soloists in the 
band. We usually use set deco­
ration and acting in the shows 
but this is more of a concert. 
We're trying to spotlight tal­
ent in the band from classical 
to traditional band music, to a 
polka. We play a wide variety 
for all kinds of musical tastes. 
This is the third time for the 
Percussion Concussion ensem­
ble to perform. At our last 
concert people just loved it, 
People were screaming in the 
audience. It's a different sound. 
It's very exciting." 

For more information, visit 
wwwxantonband.com. 
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Protesters' tea party decries taxes 
BY KEN ABRAMCZYK AND BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITERS 

Clearly there are those 
unhappy with the spending 
habits of the people running 
the federal government in 
Washington, D.C. 

And Wednesday, more than 
1,000 of them showed up in 
downtown Plymouth's Kellogg 
Park to voice their displeasure 
at a Tax Day Tea Party. 

The Kellogg Park rally was 
one of several in the area 
— there were similar protests 
in Livonia and Farmington — 
and allowed protesters ample 
opportunity to voice their dis­
pleasure. 

Andrew Plagens of Canton 
figures his slice of the national 
debt already sits at more than 
$35,000, a figure he believes 
is growing by the day. And he's 
only 16. 

"I wanted to protestgovern-
ment spending," Plagens said. 
"It's a great amount of money 
we're going to be paying back 
for the rest of our lives." 

The party is a movement 
aimed at restoring the free-
market principles the United 
States was built on, according 
to the group's Web site. 

Picketers carried signs pro­
testing government spending 
for about two hours, listen­
ing to music and a variety of 
speakers that included U.S. 
Rep. Thaddeus McCotter (R-
Livonia). 

Peggy Paulson of Plymouth 
attended the Livonia event to 
protest government spending 
she described as "out of con­
trol." 

Paulson believes that the 
U.S. government is "mortgag­
ing our future." "I don't believe 
government is the answer, the 
answer lies in the hands of the 
people," Paulson said. 

Her sign read: "Wake up 
America before your liberty is 
gone." 

Paulson and her friend and 
neighbor Judy Draplin of 
Plymouth brought their chil­
dren to the event. Draplin said 
she was concerned about their 

. future and that it was impor­
tant to teach them about free­
dom of speech. 

"I think it's important that 
we show them the need to 
speak up for what we believe in 
and that we can do it in a civil 
manner," Draplin said. 

Paulson added: "They need to 
understand that they work for 
us, and they have it backward." 

Kevin Kieliszewski of 
Canton carried a sign to the 
Livonia protest that read: 
"Give me liberty — no debt." 

"We wanted to have our voic­
es heard since Congress hasn't 
been listening," Kieliszewski 
said. "They keep hiking taxes 
and hiking spending and they 
don't ever reduce it." 

Agree or disagree with the 
protesters, Plymouth resident 
Jim Potter said it was great to 
see so many people exercising 
their right to free speech. 

"It's a great turnout," Potter 
said. "Based on the number 
of people you see here, people 
aren't happy with what's going 
on in Washington. The big pic­
ture is (the debt) is something 

Day Care 
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Cage-Free Overnight Boarding 
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S ee ourwebsfte to enroll! 
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According to Plymouth police, the crowd in Plymouth's Kellogg Park numbered about 5 0 0 . 

Greg and Karen Kateff, of Livonia, 
during the singing of the national ' 
anthem. 

we're going to be stuck with for 
a very long time." 

Tom Wozniak of Livonia 
was critical of both President 
Obama and former President 
George W. Bush. 

"It was foolish to give us 
the stimulus package a year 
ago, they were foolish with the 
TARP (Troubled Asset Relief 
Program) money," Wozniak 
said. "We'd like the politicians 
to spend the money like it was 
their own, which means very 
carefully." 

Bonnie Baker protests on tax day in Kellogg Park in Plymouth. She is a 
Redford Township resident. 

Andrew 
Palmer, of 
Northville, 
joins the tea 
party. • 

mm 
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A Division of N.A. Mans and Sons * Family Owned Sine© 1SO0 

W e l c o m e H o m e 
* IP 

Take advantage 
of incredible 
savings on these 
products and more 
for your home! 

« Composite Decking 
& Railing 
Treated Lumber 

m Cedar 
m Wood Flooring 
m Kitchen Cabinetry 
s Exterior Doors 

FREE* M a k i t a 7-1/4 
C i r c u l a r S a w o r 1 8 v 
C o r d l e s s Drill w i t h c a s h 
p u r c h a s e o v e r $ 2 5 0 0 . 
' W h i l e s u p p l i e r I.'JKI 

Enjoy refreshments 

T o u r o u r f i n i s h e d 

Carpentry Shop 

F R E E d e c k cl inic 
L e a r n f r o m a pro h o w 
t o b u i l d y o u r o w n d e c k 
9 : 0 0 a m - 1 0 : 0 0 a m 
P l u s s a v e 2 0 % 
o n d e c k s t a i n s , c l e a n e r s 
a n d b r u s h e s 
B u y a g a r a g e or p o l e 
b a r n p a c k a g e , get t h e 

garage door free*! 
' W h f J P S - J | . f . . ) ' e ' , l . - l - . l 

window sale 
S a v e 3 0 % o n A n d e r s e n 
a n d J E L D - W E N w i n d o w s 

APRIL 25 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Canton location only. 47255 Michigan Avenue 

ara( 

(734) 714-5800 www.namans.com 

KNOW THE 
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Our fundamental purposes are to 
enhance the lives of our readers, 
nurture the hometowns we serve 
and contribute to the business 
success of pur customers. 

OUR VIEWS 
Library a great asset 
especially in grim times 

Libraries of all kinds continue to be engines of 
learning, literacy and economic development in 
communities nationwide. According to the 2008 
State of America's Libraries report, released by 
the American Library Association, Americans 
check out more than two billion items each year 
from their public libraries. The average user takes 
out more than seven books a year, but patrons 
also go to their libraries to borrow DVDs, learn 
new computer skills, conduct job searches and 
participate in the activities of local community 
organizations. 

Want to know just how important an asset a 
library can be? Check this out: In 2008, patrons 
at the Canton Public Library checked out nearly 
1.8 million items, and the numbei is expect­
ed to top two million this year, making it the 
busiest single-branch library in the state. And 
with approximately 270,600 unique titles and 
307,300 total materials, you can find almost any 
book, DVD, CD, or periodical you might be look­
ing for. 

Studies provide solid evidence that the nation's 
public libraries are engines of economic growth, 
contributing to local development through pro­
gramming in early literacy, employment services 
and small-business development. They show that 
libraries provide an excellent return on invest­
ment, have a measurable positive impact on the 
local economy and contribute to the stability, 
safety and quality of life of their neighborhoods. 

We want you to know these things because this 
week is National Library Week, a time to cele­
brate the contributions of libraries and librarians 
and to promote library use and support. With 
a theme "Worlds connect @ your library," this 
week is a perfect time to stop in at the Canton 
Public Library and see what's going on. If you 
haven't been in awhile, you'll be surprised. 

The library is more than a depository for books, 
DVDs and CDs, It has become a community 
gathering place, offering people, young and old 
alike, the opportunity to learn, be entertained 
and to try new things. You can learn how to use 
a computer and surf the Web. You can spend a 
quiet evening knitting or crocheting, hear music 
or watch movies. 

The Canton Public Library has become an 
indispensable asset in these grim economic 
times, too, with everything from computer class­
es, and income tax return preparation seminars 
to job search materials being used as workers 
fight to find new jobs or retrain themselves to get 
ready for new ones. 

And access to the library is no jonger governed 
by the hours on a clock. Thanks to the Internet, 
the library is available 24 hours a day seven days 
a week at www.cantonpl.org. With the click of a 
mouse, any book from any library in the country 
can be sent to you in a matter of days. It's all part 
of the inter-library loan. 

We encourage residents to stop by the library 
and see what's there. If you don't have a library 
card, take the time to get one and get connected. 

BILL BRtSLER j 5TAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The Canton Library, one of the most used facilities in the 
township, has earned many accolades and recently added a 
number of new computers, which have become one of the 
biggest draws to the library. Here Eva Davis, the library's 
director, helps Genevieve Merenda with an internet search. 

Join the discussion 

Is it fair for the state of Michigan 
to grant tax rebates for the motion 
picture industry? 

Go to hoiTffitownlife.com to" give us youi feedback 
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COMMUNITY VOICE 
Asked at the Summit on the Park: Do you plan on going on vacation this year? 

"Yes, we're going to Naples, 
Florida because my in-laws live 
there. It's a nice place to visit 
and the price is right." 
Chrissy Billimoria, 36, Canton 

"Yes, we're going to South 
Carolina because it's beautiful 
and we like it there. We get a 
place that's on the water and 
the kids like to go boating and 
fishing." 
Maria Falcone, 41, Canton 

"No, there's ho money. Last 
year was the first year we didn't 
go up to Grayling for a white 
Christmas. The economic times 
are harsh on family events." 
Tom Messing, 4 0 , Ypsilanti 

"We already have and will again. 
We went on a cruise to the 
southern Caribbean, and we'll be 
going to Shanty Creek and Boyne 
Mountain." 
J e a n Jaske, 74, Canton 

Check out American autos 
This note is in response to the woman in 

last Thursday's paper regarding her com­
ments on the quality of domestic automo­
biles and her quest for a minivan. While 
the U.S. auto industry may have struggled 
in the past on quality, there are huge indi­
cations that those times have definitely 
changed. Ford Motor Co. products for 
example are rated higher'than ever in JD 
Powers and have as many or more recom­
mended buys from Consumer Reports than 
the competition. Ford's quality is greater 
than or equal to Toyota and surpasses 
Honda. So your thoughts of the past need to 
be abandoned and you need to look ahead. 

As far as your quest for a minivan. 
Currently, Ford does not offer a minivan 
in its lineup. The Freestar has been out of 
production for some time. However our 
new lineup will include the Transit.Connect 
with a 'Family One" option. This vehicle 
will be available this year with features 
being added as it progresses. It will have 
many high tech offerings and will get 22-25 
mpg or better. Ford also offers other utility 
vehicles.that you may be interested in. Or 
how about a full-sized van? Ford's E-Series 
Wagon received the JD Powers award for 
overall quality and features. Please stop in 
at any Ford dealer and check them out. 

If yon heart is set on the minivan, why 
not take a look at Chrysler's? It was the first 
minivan on the market and set the stage for 
all others. I doubt that Chrysler (or what­
ever they become) will let that fail. It is way 
too viable to disappear. 

In conclusion, please do the right thing 
and support your U.S.-based auto industry. 
Our profits stay here as opposed to the for­
eign competition. Your community and the 
jobs of many of your neighbors are depend­
ing on you! Please don't let them down. 

J i m Dr o z d o w s k i 
Canton 

Miracle on Beck Road 
On Thursday April 9,1 dropped by the 

Plymouth High School band room to watch 
a rehearsal. J arrived in time to see the 
varsity band (which is the youngest, least-
experienced band) rehearsing a long and 
difficult, mecllf::- of Walt Disney tunes. 

Amy Boerma sang, danced and cajoled 
them with a twinkle in her eye through 
difficult passages, keeping 65 young band 
members involved and productive on the 
last rehearsal before spring break. What 
truly amazed me was that these same stu­
dents a few short months ago came to Amy 
with Almost no high school level skills and 
now they were an instrumentally balanced 
ensemble, playing complex music with good 
intonation, tone and most miraculously 
being shaped to create interesting and gra­
cious musical interpretations. 

It was easy to see why this group, which 
had under other directors floundered arid 
dropped band members at a terrible rate, 
had more than doubled and was heading 
toward tripling the retention rate next year 
under Amy's guidance. 

As a music educator and evaluator of 
numerous high school music programs 
working as a Northwest Association School 
Evaluator the transformation of this group 
has to qualify as The Miracle on Beck Road. 

David W o l t e r 
music teacher emeritus 

Chelsea, Mich. 

LETTERS 

What do you think? 
Mall comments to the Canton Observer, 615 W. 

.Lafayette,-Second Level, Detroit, M148226 t>r 
e - m a i l to kkuban@hometownlife.com. 

School funding 
We, as residents of Michigan, are expe­

riencing one of the most severe recessions 
in our state's history. The private sector has 
experienced a dramatic reduction in busi­
ness activity and, as a result, jobs have been 
lost, benefits reduced and wages cut back. 
Private-sector employees (taxpayers) have 
been forced to make great economic sacri­
fices. The purpose of this letter is to illustrate 
how public employees (in this case, teachers) 
could participate in an effort to share the 
sacrifice. 

This economic crisis has resulted in 
diminished tax revenues both for our schools 
and state and local governments. Michigan 
has hit double-digit inflation and the state 
bled 173,000 jobs in 2008. Housing prices 
have collapsed and a lockup in lending has 
created the worst financial crisis since the 
1930s. We are facing a critical time in our 
history, with the possible collapse of our auto 
industry. 

While I place tremendous value on the role 
teachers play in our community, I continue 
to observe limited, short-sighted attempts 
to reduce costs in our school system. Qne 
example of this is the elimination of teaching 
positions (thereby increasing class size) and 
valuable programs. These cost-saving mea­
sures don't make sense because they further 
erode the revenue base (thereby exacerbating 
the problem) and have a profoundly negative 
impact on our children's education. 

When one looks into the educational 
budget of our local schools, it becomes abun­
dantly clear there are more sensible, effective 
means of cost reduction. For example, the 
largest portion of the educational budget 
is in wages and benefits. In my local com­
munity (Plymouth-Canton), the 2008-09 
budget for salaries and benefits for teachers 
is $97 million (fringe benefits account for 
30 percent of the total). Automatic "step" 
salary increases are given to teachers annu­
ally. These automatic, annual increases 
range from 4.7 to 8.7 percent for the first 10 
years of a teacher's career (with,a bachelor's 
degree). These are not merit-based, but are 
automatic, based strictly on seniority. 

In Plymouth-Canton's case, elimination 
of these step salary increases alone would 
save approximately $2.3 million in annual 
cost increases. Also, given that benefits 
provided to teachers add 42 percent to sal­
ary compensation, a benefit freeze could be 
implemented. A benefit or wage freeze for 
other administrative and support positions 
could also provide additional savings (wages 
and benefits for all personnel represent 88 
percent of the total school budget). 

Longer-term action should then be a com­
prehensive, impartial evaluation of salaries 
and health care benefits as compared to 
competitive plans provided in the private 
sector and to teacher salary and benefit lev­
els in other states. Also, a structural review 
of administrative costs supporting the class­
room should be undertaken. These actions 
would demonstrate that public-supported 
employees recognize the exceptional finan­
cial burdens placed on the backs of Michigan 
taxpayers and are willing to make a mean­
ingful "shared sacrifice." 

It would be refreshing to have a public 

forum to discuss this matter and I would call 
upon our leaders to do so. While I discussed 
the educational system extensively, I believe 
this is a fairness issue that is applicable to 
all state government. It is critical that dia­
logue should begin now and not be tabled for 
future discussion. 

Donald Zaksek 
Plymouth 

No troops for Darfur 
I am writing to you today to talk about the. 

terrible things happening in Darfur. I am.a 
seventh-grader at Discovery Middle School 
and we have been studying Darfur, aregion 
in western Sudan. Many unjust things are 
taking place in Darfur — right now as I am 
writing this letter. The Sudanese government 
is hiring the Janjaweed to go out and rape, 
kidnap, and murder these people. About 
1.5 million people have fled Darfur, and 
thousands have relocated to the neighboring 
country Chad. 

Even though these horrible things are 
being done, I do not think the United 
States should get involved. Yes, we can send 
humanitarian aid to this region of Sudan, 
but we do not necessarily need to send U.S. 
troops. If we were to send over troops it 
would be an error, for there are no lack of 
disasters in this world and we can't always be 
the country to fix them. We already have lost 
thousands of soldiers in Iraq and we do not 
need anymore lost in Sudan. We also have 
our economy to think about. We should first 
get out of this recession, before even thinking 
of sending away more troops. So before we 
take action in Darfur we should consider the 
above. 

A l e x a N o r m a n 
Canton 

Darfur needs help 
Right now I am studying the crisis in 

Darfur in my seventh-grade current events 
class. If you don't know what the crisis is, it 
is basically a genocide. The Sudanese gov­
ernment is killing their own people and we> 
need to help them. The best way we can help 
would be to sponsor the United Nations and 
the African Union because, they are already 
fighting for these innocent people. 

The Sudanese government has hired a. 
tribe called the Janjaweed. The Janjaweed, 
in Arabic is translated to "devil on horse­
back." They will do the dirty work of killing 
the men and raping the women and children, 
in addition to burning their villages with 
people still in them. They target children . • 
because they are the next generation. 

If you think this is wrong and agree with -
me then we need to act now. 

V i c t o r i a M a s s e y 
Canton 

Good choice for AG 
Bruce Patterson has been my state senator 

and I am very happy with his commitment 
to his constituents and the state of Michigan. 
His experience more than qualifies him for 
the position of state attorney general and the 
citizens of Michigan would have an excellent 
advocate in the AG's office. My family defi­
nitely would support him in this endeavor. 
I am confident that as AG Sen. Patterson 
would not support laws that invade our pri­
vacy or mandate behavior and, hopefully, he -. 
could advise our legislature on these issues. . 

J a n e t Richards 
Woodhaven-

http://www.cantonpl.org
http://hoiTffitownlife.com
mailto:kkuban@hometownlife.com


online at hometownlife.com Observer S Eccentric | Thursday, April 16,2009 ( A 7 - W R e G C ) ( C P L ) _ ( * ) A9 

M A L L S & M A I N S T R E E T S 

Wensdy Von Buskirk. Editor. (313) 222-8883. wvonb@hometownlife.com 

Antique hats on display at charity event 
BIRMINGHAM — The Detroit Historical 

Society has graciously loaned out an incredible 
array of antique hats never before displayed 
for the public. The Women's Association of 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Southeastern 
Michigan will present them at its Annual 
Spring Luncheon on April 30, at Meadow 
Brook Hall, Rochester Hills. The hats have 
been donated primarily by Michigan residents 
and cover the late 1800's to early 1900's. They 
have all been carefully preserved and cover a 
range of styles from everyday wear to social 
occasions — even funerals. 

This is the first B&GC luncheon to be held 
at this venue and is particularly appropriate 
as it was the home of Matilda R. Wilson, the 
namesake of the group's annual community 
award. This year's award will be presented at 
the luncheon to Connie McEwan, an active 
community supporter and volunteer in a num­
ber of local organizations. Event chairs are 
Anita Dauch and Debra Cox. 

The luncheon will also feature a docent-
guided tour of Meadow Brook Hall spot­
lighting the beautiful and fully furnished 
family living quarters throughout the first 
and second floors of the mansion. Meadow 
Brook Hall is the fourth largest historic house 
museum in the country (88,000 square feet) 
and is renowned for its superb craftsmanship, 
architectural detailing and grand scale. In a 
timely convergence, it was being built ¢1920¾) 
when many of the hats on display were actu­
ally being worn! 

Tours begin at 11 a.m. with lunch at noon. 
Tickets are $75 (additional $10 for tour) and 
are available to the public by calling Meghan 
at (248) 522-4412. 

Tax-deductible receipts will be provided 
by the Boys & Girls Clubs of Southeastern 
Michigan. 

This silk hat, with white horsehair braid, silk, and satin ribbon from the early 1900s, was donated by 
Mrs. Leroy Swift and Wm. J . Kinmont. 

This lady's sealskin and brown velveteen hat, dating This ruby red velvet hat accented with taffeta 
to the eariy 1900s, was donated by Mrs. Nathan G. and straw dates back to 1893, donated by 
Leakey. Edward Hartwick. 

nk Spring & Early Bird Savings! 
Michigan's Largest Selection Of Play Systems! 

Compare Us To The Competlon & Save $$! 

The Acadia: 5' Deck, 10* Wave Slide, Picnic tabie, 
Rockwall, 3 P O S . Beam 2 Swings, Trapeze 
Redwood Cedar Construction - 1 2 Y e a r W a r r a n t y ! 

$1,299 INSTALLED! 
C a s h & C a r r y S 9 9 9 pas la» Price aspjiss :o 2ore ', 39-.3¾ ir store. 

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop 
3947 W. 15 Mile, Berkley 248443-3115 Mon-Sat 10-5:30 Thu 10-8:30 Sun 12-4 

$ QmUm 0ric£ °#fbrfi 

Dan's Custom Brickwork 
882 York St. • Plymouth, MI 48170 

mm 
Chimneys & Porches Repaired 

and Rebuilt 

m 

- Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work 

Natural & Cultured Stone Installation 

1.734.416.5425 
Free Estimates 

Licensed and Insured 
. 

Joe Gannon 
We're recommended 
by Joe Gannon 

m cabinet clinic 
The Leader in Cabinet Refacing 

West 734-421*8151 
North-East 586-751-1848 

www.cafoinetciirtic.com 

An exceptional home-like setlmq for 
Active/Alert, Frail/Recovci ma 

Memory Impaired and Alzheimei < rmdents 

-24 Hour Professional Staffing 

-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free 

- 3 Home Cooked Meals A Day 

-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 

-Planned Activities 

-Beauty & Barber Shop 

-On Call Nurse Practitioner 

-Medication Management 

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard -Incontinence Management 

C A N T O N 

L o c a t e d a l 8121 Lilley 
between J o y & Wai ren R o a d s 

SNOW GEAR SALE 
BIRMINGHAM - Don 

Thomas Sporthaus, the 
Midwest's premier ski shop, is 
currently holding their annual 
end-of-season sale event. The 
sale concludes on Sunday, May 
3. All items will be reduced a 
minimum of 40 percent from 
suggested retail prices. 

Following the sale, Don 
Thomas Sporthaus employees 
will take summer vacation and 
return to re-open the shop in 
mid-August. 

Snowboard prices have been 
marked down 40 percent; skis 
are reduced by 40 to 50 percent; 
and other gear and apparel are 
reduced 40 to 70 percent Don 
Thomas Sporthaus offers a 
variety of equipment, fashion-
forward apparel and accessories 
for the winter season, including 
from sought after manufactur­
ers such as K2, North Face, 
Obermeyef and Tecnica. 

Don Thomas Sporthaus is 
open 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-
Friday; 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Saturday; 
and 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday. Call 
(248) 220-1999 or visit www. 
donthomassporthaus.com. 

MACY'S EARTH DAY 
In celebration of Earth Day, 

Macy's is helping to raise aware­
ness and generate funds for 
parks and environment-friendly 
causes across the country with 
its Macy's Turn Over a New Leaf 
campaign. Throughout April, 
at all Macy's locations, custom­
ers can purchase tickets for One 
Good Turn, Macy's April 25 
national charity day shopping 
event. For $5, customers will 
receive a ticket for $5 off a $15 
storewide purchase, as well as 
an all-day shopping pass for 20 
percent off most merchandise. 
Macy's will donate 100 percent 
of ticket sale proceeds to the 
National Park Foundation and 
local participating nonprofit 

organizations that protect and 
conserve the environment. 
Macy's also is offering new reus­
able totes for $1.95 with a $1 
donation to the National Park 
Foundation. 

SHOE SWAP 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS -

Through April, donate a pair of 
gently used women's dress shoes 
and receive $10 off a new pair of 
regularly priced shoes at Shoe 
Envy in Bloomfield Hills. All 
swapped shoes will be donated to 
several charities including, Grace 
Centers of Hope in Pontiac. 
GCH rehabilitates women, help­
ing them get a second chance 
at life, gracecentersofhope.org 
Shoe Envy is located at 6606 
Telegraph (at Maple), Bloomfield 
Hills. Call (248) 539-9260 or 
visit www.shopshoeenvy.com. 

EARTH DAY EXPO 
ROCHESTER - Upland 

Hills Ecological Awareness 
Center will present the fourth 
annual Earth Day Expo, 
Michigan's largest Earth Day 
event, in Downtown Rochester 
Saturday, April 18-19- The Expo, 
moving to Third and Water 
streets and expanding to two 
full days,, is free and open to the 
public. It will offer more than 
150 green and wellness exhib­
its, presentations and films, 
alternative vehicle and energy 
displays, organic food service, 
farmers' market and petting 
farm, kids corner, hands-on 
demonstrations, music and 
entertainment, prize draw­
ings, free massage and wellness 
activities, sustainable project •-
and green business tours, as 
well as a community-building 
Connections Cafe. A Welcome 
Reception will be held 7-9 p.m. 
April 15 at Mind, Body & Spirits 
restaurant. Visit www.earth-
dayexpo.org or e-mail earthday-
expo@uheac.org. 
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As seen in the Yellow Pages 

Temporary relief for families 
when it's needed most 

Rose E Kennedy Respite Center 
for adults and children with developmental 

disability or physical impairment. 

Staffed by well-trained, attentive and 
compassionate caregivers offering: 

Individualized personal care 
24-hour supervision 
Focusing on: 

- Homemaking 
- Language development 
- Social skills 
- Orientation to community 

participation 
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