
Thursday Eco-activities in honor of Earth Day - Filter, B8 
April 9 

2009 C A N T O N 
The Observers Eccentric 

Newspapers 

Volume 34 
Number 82 

75 CENTS o n l i n e at h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m 

Win Tickets online 
hometownlife.com 

On Monday, Gov. Jennifer 
Gran holm (left) signed into 
law legislation proposed 
by State Rep. Dian 
Slavens(D-Canton)that 
increases tax incentives 
for companies that 
manufacture and develop 
advanced batteries. 

CONNECTION 

Signed into law 
A plan proposed by state Rep. 

Dian Slavens (D-Canton) that 
is intended to make Michigan 
a leader in emerging high-tech 
industries by expanding tax cred­
its for companies involved in the 
production, development and 
commercialization of advanced 
battery technologies was'signed 
into law Monday by Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm. 

Slavens' 
plan 
builds 
on $335 
million in 
state tax 
credits 
signed 
into 
law in 
January. 
Accor­
ding 
to the 
Center for 
Economic 
Analysis 
at 
Michigan 
State 
Univer­
sity, the 

new tax incentives are expected 
to create tens of thousands of jobs 
and inject more than $18 billion 
into Michigan's economy by 2020. 

The new law will add an addi­
tional $220 million in tax credits 
to the $335 million approved in 
January; increase from $70 mil­
lion to $90 million the maximum 
amount of tax credits for compa­
nies engaged in vehicle engineer -

. ing to support battery integration, 
prototyping and launch expenses; 
and allow the Michigan Economic 
Growth Authority (MEGA) to 
approve up to $300 million of the 
total $555 million in incentives 
for the construction of battery-cell 
manufacturing facilities. 

Award winner 
Wayne-Westland Community 

Schools has received a Certificate 
of Achievement for Excellence 
in financial reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers 
Association (GFOA) of the United 
States and Canada for its compre­
hensive annual financial report. 

The Certificate of Achievement 
is the highest form of recogni­
tion in the area of governmental 
accounting and financial report­
ing. Its attainment represents a 
significant accomplishment by a 
government and its management. 

In addition to the certificate 
of achievement, Gary M. Martin, 
deputy superintendent of admin­
istrative and business services, 
received an Award of Financial 
Reporting Achievement. The 
award is given to an the indi­
vidual, department or agency 
designated by the government as 
primarily responsible for prepar­
ing the award-winning CAFR. 

Thurston chief is first Park principal 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

In seven years at the helm 
of Thurston High School, Bill 
Zolkowski believes his team has 
accomplished a great deal and 
learned even more. 

Now the veteran principal has 
decided to see how well those lessons 
translate to a bigger stage. 

Zolkowski, who took over as prin­
cipal at Thurston in 2002, will move 
from the 1,200-student school to 
Plymouth-Canton Educational Park, 
a three-school high school campus 
which houses more than 6,000 of the 
districts 19,000 students. 

It's Michigan's third-largest dis­
trict, and its school board recently 
decided to change the leadership 
structure at the Park and put one 
person in charge. On Tuesday, 
Plymouth-Canton school board 
members decided that person was 
Zolkowski, who has a bachelor of sci­
ence and a master's in physics educa­
tion, both from Eastern Michigan 
University. 

"As everyone says, with a smile, 
good luck getting your arms around 
this one," Zolkowski said with a laugh 
Tuesday. "I'm really excited about the 
prospect. Who's done this job before? 
No one. It's a chance to be creative 
and do what I think I do pretty well 
— manage a high school." 

Plymouth-Canton is shifting to a 
leadership structure with one man 
-- the Park principal — running the 
show. Each of the three buildings 
— Salem, Canton and Plymouth high 
schools — will have one assistant prin­
cipal and three associate principals. 

With all three current principals 
and four current assistant principals 
set to retire at the end of this school 
year, the PCEP board decided to re­
examine the leadership structure. 
The district's search team reviewed 
22 applications and interviewed six 
people, including three internal can-
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Redford Thurston Principal Bill Zolkowski has been hired by Plymouth-Canton Schools to be the principal of the district's high school campus. 

didates. Two — including Zolkowski 
— were brought back for a second 
interview. 

Zolkowski's hiring Tuesday (the 
district will pay him some $123,000) 
was accomplished with a unanimous 
vote based on the recommendation 
of the search team made through 
Supt. Dr. Craig Fiegel. 

"Bill seemed to be outgoing, and 
a real advocate for what is going on 
at Plymouth-Canton," Fiegel said of 
Zolkowski, a former assistant prin­
cipal (2000-02) based at Canton 
High School. "He's a strong believer 

in what's going on out here and he 
happened to have some history here, 
but he's far enough removed to still 
provide a fresh perspective." 

Thurston, Zolkowski said, has 
changed a lot in his seven years. 
According to Zolkowski, the school's 
population 10 years ago was an all-
white, blue-collar, well-employed 
contingent. Now, he said, it's 55 per­
cent African-American and the eco­
nomic situation — as it is everywhere 
— is a little lower. 

Please see PRINCIPAL, A S 

CHANGE AT THE TOP 
Who: William Zolkowski 
What: Hired as the first Park principal 
for the Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park 
When: Officially starts July t; has 
arranged to split time until then 
H i g h l i g h t s : Principal, Redford Thurston 
High School, since 2002; former assis­
tant principal, Canton High School, 
2000-02; has participated in three. : 

national theatrical tours 

Wii bowling becoming popular at Senior Center 

Mickey Stachurski 
enjoys Wii bowling 
Wii system for her 

BILL BRESLER j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

bowls at the Senior Center. She 
so much that she purchased a 
home that morning. 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Michael Smith of Canton * 
Township remembers vividly 
bowling a perfect 300 game ear­
lier this year. 

With three of his teammates 
and four members of the oppos­
ing team looking on, Smith recalls 
being a little nervous on the final 
roll. 

"When I got to the last strike, 
I remember saying, 'Please, God, 
let me rpll this ball like I did the 
other 11,'" Smith said. "All the pins 
went down and there was laughter 
and cheering behind me. It felt 
really good." 

A memorable moment for 
Smith, though the perfect game 
didn't occur on an alley at Super 
Bowl on Ford Road, where you 
might expect. Instead, perfection 

was bowled at the Canton Senior 
Center at Summit on the Park, 
where Wii electronic video bowl­
ing has become a favorite with the 
dozens of seniors who have fun 
with the popular gaming system. 

However, don't think that just 
because it's fun the seniors aren't 
competitive. 

"You pretend that it's not, but 
you can see the look on people's 
faces," said Smith, who would only 
say he's older than 39- "There's 
competitiveness among the 
teams." 

Wii bowling leagues have 
become so popular at the Senior 
Center, a second unit was pur­
chased to accommodate nearly 80 
seniors who participate. And there 
is thought of purchasing a third. 

Susan Doughty, senior special­
ist, said she never expected Wii 
bowling to take off like it has. 

"We thought they'd have fun 
and it would be something differ­
ent for them," Doughty said. "We 
could probably have three more 
sets and it would still fill up. They 
love it. 

"I can be in my office and hear 
them cheering and clapping, the 
camaraderie is so wonderful," she 
added. "We've also got the Wii Fit 
(exercise) and we'll introduce that 
soon." 

Doughty said pickle ball — a 
cross between table tennis and 
volleyball -- volleyball, tennis and 
wallyball are among the many 
activities that keep seniors busy. 

"We have about 3,000 seniors 
that come through here a month; 
sometimes they join bowling, 
sometimes they come just for the 
meals, cards or special events, like 

Please see BOWLING, A 5 
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Former resident suing Canton 
for alleged assault by police 

M a k e your world a little 

g r e e 
& we' l l PAY you 
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Jim Donahue stands in front of 
Plato's restaurant on Ford Road, 
where he says Canton police , 
officers assaulted him for carrying a 
concealed handgun. 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Former Canton resident ' 
Jim Donahue is suing Canton 
Township, former Supervisor 
Tom Yack, Canton Executive 
Director John Santomauro and 
four Canton police officers for 
violation of his constitutional 
rights during an incident two 
years ago in which police officers 
allegedly assaulted him for car­
rying a legally concealed weapon. 

The 61-year-old Donahue, 
who served as Canton Township 
treasurer from 1978-80,.claims 
in his federal lawsuit filed in U.S. 
District Court in Detroit that 
when he left Plato's Restaurant 

at Ford and Lilley on Good 
Friday, April 6,2007, he was 
approached in the parking lot 
by Canton police officers who 
asked if he was carrying a gun. 
W&enTJonahue told officers it 
was in tfebeltline oihis pants, 
one of them reportedly grabbed 
Donahue's armŝ nd slammed 
him into a parked vehicle while 
disarming him, * 

"I was jammed face-first into 
the back of a van," said Donahue, 
who noted his wife, Paula, wit­
nessed the incident. "Only after 
that did they ask if I had a con­
cealed weapons permit, which 
I di& They had no basis to stop 
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Canton Concert Band 
The Canton Concert Band 

will present its spring con­
cert "In The Spotlight" on 
Saturday, April 18, at 8 p.m. 
at the The Village Theater, 
50400 Cherry Hill Road. The 
show is for all ages. 

Some of the pieces to be 
performed include "Sterling 
Brass" by James Barnes, 
"Breaking the Cage" by 
Jennifer Sullivan, "Encanto" 
by Robert W. Smith, "Rush" by 
Samuel R. Hazo, "Appalachian 
Morning" by Robert Sheldon, 
"To Dance in the Secret 
Garden" by Robert W. Smith, 
Mozart's 'Clarinet Concerto: 
2nd Movement' and Frank 
Erickson's "Second Symphony 
for Band: Finale." 

Tickets are $12 and avail­
able at the door or by calling 
(734)394-5460. 

Christmas in Action 
Canton's Christmas in 

Action chapter, a group of 
volunteers who annually help 
repair and refurbish homes 
for Canton seniors, is seeking 
skilled and unskilled volun­
teers to help from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. April 25. 

Some of the skilled services 
needed include electricians, 
carpenters, plumbers, roofers 
and others. Unskilled volun­
teers are needed for cleaning, 
yard work and painting. 

Anyone interested in helping 
should phone (734) 394-5191 
to for more information. 

Teacher's art 
The Village Theater at 

Cherry Hill will be showcasing 
the art works of a number of 
talented art teachers from the 
Plymouth-Canton Community 
School District. The exhibit, 
on display through April 26, 
features artwork from several 
gifted teachers representing 
all levels of the district from 
elementary to high school, as 
well as alternative education. 

The Gallery@VT is featur­
ing a selection of art in an 
array of media: paintings, 
sculptures, drawings, print 
making, fiber, mixed media, 
and photography. Many of 

the teachers are artists who 
exhibit frequently and are 
award-winning at the state 
and national levels. Many of 
these exhibited pieces will also 
be available for purchase. 

The featured artists include 
Susan Fisher, Judy Hanson, 
Craig Linderman, and 
Graham Martin, 

"This wide breadth of 
work on display exempli­
fies the many talents of the 
Plymouth-Canton Community 
School District faculty," said 
Jennifer Tobin, Canton Arts 
Coordinator. 

The exhibit is free and open 
to the public 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Monday-Friday, and during 
public performances at the 
theater. For more information 
call (734) 394-5300 or visit 
canton-mi.org/villagetheater. 

Corriveau meeting 
State Rep. Marc Corriveau 

(D-Northville), who repre­
sents a portion of Canton, 
invites residents to his 
upcoming town hall meet­
ing at 6 p.m., Monday, April 
13 at the Northville District 
Library, 212 W. Cady Street in 
Northville. He will be discuss­
ing buying Michigan-made 
products and services pro­
vided by local businesses as a 
way of supporting Michigan's 
workers and strengthening our 
state's economy. 

"Buying products that are 
produced here in Michigan by 
our own workers is an excel­
lent way to support our com­
munity and state," Corriveau 
said. "Local shops are the 
heart and soul of our business 
community, and it's impor­
tant that consumers support 
them in order to help get our 
economy and our state back on 
track." 

Corriveau wjll be joined 
by Lisa Diggs, founder of 
BuyMichiganNow.com, a Web 
site dedicated to building a 
strong, vibrant and diverse 
Michigan economy, 

In addition to the town hall, 
Corriveau will host a follow-up 
seminar on Monday, May 11, 
for businesses interested in 
doing business with the state 
and competing for govern-

Matthew and Gunnar Nelson, the twin sons of singer Ricky Nelson, pose with 
New Hope Center for Grief Support board member Sandy Prebenda and John 
O'Shaughnessy, the center's director of fund development, both of Plymouth 
Township, following the recent 'Ricky Nelson Remembered' event at the 
Village Theater at Cherry Hill in Canton. More than 300 people turned out for 
the event, which featured performances by the Nelson twins, who also played 
family videos. The concert benefitted New Hope Center for Grief Support, the 
Northville-based support center run by Plymouth resident Cathy Clough. 

ment contracts. The seminar 
will take place from 9-11:30 
a.m. at Genitti's Hole-In-The-
Wall, 108 E. Main Street in 
Northville. 

For more information, 
please contact Corriveau's 
office toll-free at (877) 20TH-
REP 

(208-4737), or by e-mail 
at MarcCorriveau@house. 
mi.gov. 

Road rally 
Leadership Canton's upcom­

ing Road Rally fund-raiser 
will take place Saturday, April 
25 at 5:30 p.m. at the Rotary 
Clock in Heritage Park. 
Leadership Canton is raising 
money for First Step (www. 
firststep-mi.org), Open Door 
Ministry (www.operidoorfood-
ministry.com) and Leadership 
Canton Alumni Fund. 

The fee is $35 per person 
and includes road rally, T : 

shirt, dinner and refresh­
ments. The rally is limited; to 
30 cars, with 4-6 passengers 
per car (minimum of four 
people per car). There are 
still sponsorship, participant 
and sign maker opportunities 

available. 
For more information about 

the event visit http://roadrally, 
cantonchamber.com, or con­
tact Deb Zevalkink at (734) 
394-5188. 

Cruise-style benefit 
A group of Central Michigan 

University students in CMU's 
Recreation, Parks and Leisure 
Services Administration 440: 
Special Event Administration 
course will present "Get On 
Board" at 6 p.m., April 11 at 
the Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill, located at 50400 Cherry 
Hill Road in Canton. 

Tickets for the public event 
cost $20 each and can be 
reserved by calling Central 
Michigan University Office 
of Alumni Relations at (800) 
358-6903 or by visiting the 
Web site www.alumni.cmich. 
edu/events.asp. 

The "Get On Board" eve­
ning, which also is sponsored 
by CMU's alumni association, 
will feature hors d'oeuvres, 
a cash bar, reggae bands, 
Polynesian dancers, steel 
drums, and a silent auction. 
Some of the packages for the 
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auction include a pack of four 
tickets to a Detroit Tigers 
against the New York Yankees, 
signed photo of Kris Draper, 
signed puck from Jiri Hudler, 
CMU season tickets for the 
2009 season, and many more. 

All profits from the event 
will be put into a scholar­
ship for CMU's Recreation, 
Parks and Leisure Services 
Administration. This event is 
put on by students to benefit 
students. 

For more information, visit 
http ://rpl.cmich.edu/under-
grad/minor_eventmgt.htm. 

Adopt-A-Road event 
Volunteers are sought to 

help clean up the shoulders 
along Geddes Road and Beck 
Road on Saturday, May 2, at 
9 a.m. for the Adopt-A-Road 
program. Picking up the trash 
and debris from the roadside 
and ditches not only makes the 
area look better, it also cuts 
down on pollution of the soil 
and water that occurs during 
runoff. 

Wayne County trash bags 
and reflective vests will be 
supplied for the morning 
event. Call Greg Greene at 
(734) 855-6192 or see www. 
gcgreene.biz for more infor­
mation and to volunteer. 

River Day volunteers 
Canton's annual River Day 

celebration will be held June 
6 from 8 a.m.-l p.m. along the 
Lower Rouge River, located at 
Michigan Avenue and Morton 
Taylor Road. Every year on 
the first Saturday of June, 
hundreds of volunteers make 
a difference by helping to pre­
serve the quality of Canton's 
creeks and streams. 

This year in an effort 
to expand its river clean­
ing efforts, Canton officials 
are looking for interested 
homeowners associations 
to gather volunteers to help 
clean drains and streams that 
run through their neighbor­
hoods. If your neighborhood 
has a stream in need of help, 
Canton would like to assist you 
with managing logjams and 
fallen trees, debris removal, 
planting and other enhance­
ments. Interested homeowners 
associations should call (734) 
394-5158 by April 1 to set up a 
meeting with Public Works. 

River day takes place rain 
or shine and volunteers of 
all ages including residents, 
students and scout troops are 
encouraged to participate. All 
volunteers will receive a River 
Day T-shirt and breakfast. 
Water and a light snack will 
be provided but volunteers are 
encouraged to pack a lunch. 
For more information on River 

Day or to pre-register for the 
event call (734) 394-5150. 

Canton Toastmasters 
The Canton Communicators 

Toastmasters Club, a non­
profit group where members 
learn both communication 
and leadership skills, meets 
every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Canton Coney Island at 
8533 Lilley Road, just south of 
Joy Road, in the Golden Gate 
Plaza. Visitors are always wel­
come. For more information, 
please contact Bonnie at (734) . 
646-2237-

Business Network 
Professionals 

Business Network 
Professionals, a local chap­
ter of Business Network 
International, meets weekly on 
Wednesday mornings from 7-
8:30 a.m. at the Canton Coney 
Island (at the corner of Lilley . 
and Joy roads). Any person 
in business in the Plymouth, 
Canton and surrounding area 
is invited to attend as a guest 
and meet with other busi-
nesspersons, for purposes of 
networking, referrals, and sup­
porting one another. 

Contact Bill MacFarland, 
chapter president, at (734) 
812-3845 for more informa­
tion. 

Soldier benefit 
The Fallen and Wounded 

Soldiers Fund will host their 
fourth annual dinner May 2, at 
the Laurel Manor in Livonia. 
All proceeds go to veterans or 

families of fall­
en soldiers that 
are in need. ; 

The keynote 
speaker at the 
event will be 
Marcus Lutrell, 
a Navy SEAL 
and author 
of New York 
Times best-

selling book "Lone Survivor" 
— the harrowing story of four 
Navy SEALs who journeyed . . 
into the mountainous border 
of Afghanistan and Pakistan 
on Operatiori Redwing. A 
motivational story of survival, 
the book is also a moving trib­
ute to the friends and team-;,,; 
mates who did not make it off 
the mountain. A powerful tes­
tament to the courage, integri­
ty, patriotism, and community 
that forged these American 
heroes, "Lone Survivor" is an 
incredible account of team­
work, fortitude, and modern 
warfare. 

For more information or to 
purchase tickets contact Ann 
Cornelius at (248) 346-5976 or 
visit www.fwsf.org 

Lutrell 
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Lawmakers kick off drive to force 
insurers to cover autism treatments 

Slavens 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

When Jim and Stephanie 
Michalik of Canton were told 
by doctors their three-year-old 
son, Keegan, was diagnosed 
with autism, little did they 
know the financial struggles 
they would endure. 

"There's no savings, no new 
furniture, no 
vacations, no 
putting money 
away for col­
lege," said 
Jim Michalik. 
"We're just 
trying to keep 
up with bills. 
Without the 
help of family, 

Keegan wouldn't get the help 
he needs." 

Michalik said speech and 
physical therapy costs $59 an 
hour. Two days of preschool 
cost $3,200 for the school 
year. Next year, when Keegan 
attends four days a week, the 
cost will double. 

"If it was something that 
insurance would cover it would 
alleviate some of the burden," 
he said. "We don't really expect 
everything to be picked up, but 
at least some help." 

State Rep. Dian Slavens, 
D-Canton Township, and 
House Majority Floor Leader 
KathyAngerer, D-Dundee, 
Wednesday afternoon 
announced the launch of 
an online petition drive for 
residents to support efforts 
to require insurance compa­
nies to pay for autism treat-

JOIN THE DRIVE 
If you-want to join the petition 
drive to make insurance compa­
nies cover the costs of autism 
treatments, visit www.house-
dems.com/petitions by clicking 
on the autism petition graphic. 

ments, which can cost families 
$50,000 a year and more than 
$3 million in a lifetime. 

"While health care compa­
nies cover prevalent diseases 
like cancer and diabetes, they 
continue to discriminate 
against autism," said Slavens. 
"We are calling for the sup­
port of a plan to require 
insurance companies to cover 
autism treatments. It's time for 
Michigan's health care compa­
nies to step up to the plate and 
cover this serious disorder." 

Slavens said Angerer has 
introduced legislation that is 
currently in the House Health 
Committee, chaired by Rep. 
Marc Corriveau, D-Northville. 
Slavens added she expects the 
bill to soon be moved to the 
full House. Currently, very few 
states require insurance compa­
nies to cover autism treatments. 

The announcement, one 
of many around the state by 
lawmakers, was held at Swirls 
Cafe on Cherry Hill Road in 
Canton. Owner Jackie Rankin 
and her husband, Marvin, of 
Canton, have an autistic 10-
year-old son, Marvin. 

"We are spending hundreds 
of dollars a week on speech 
therapy, and we hired a speech 
therapist to come in and work 

with Marvin, which is a huge 
financial drain on our fam­
ily because it was upwards of 
$300 a week for that," said 
Jackie Rankin. "We need our 
insurance companies to step 
up and do what's right." 

Dawn Ham-Kucharski of-
Canton said her son, Alex, 10f 

was diagnosed with autism at 
26-months of age. She and her 
husband, Richard, were told 
by doctors that with intensive, 
early intervention of 20-40 
hours of treatment a week 
by third grade they wouldn't 
notice his autism. 

"I had to quit my job, we 
had to go into bankruptcy and 
ultimately lost our home from 
medical bills for therapies," said 
Dawn Ham-Kucharski. "The 
fact that our insurance compa­
nies aren't mandated for that 
coverage is wrong and unfair." 

According to the Michigan 
Department of Education, an 
estimated 13,839 children in 
Michigan had some form of 
autism in 2008. 

The Autism Society of 
Michigan says autism cases 
increased by more than 100 
percent between 2001-2006. 

The Michigan Association 
of Health Plans has indicated 
it is open to looking at specific 
requirements. Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Michigan is opposed to 
the legislation, calling it a gov­
ernment mandate that would 
raise rates for all its customers. 

Residents can sign the state 
petition supporting the plan 
at www.housedems.com/peti-
tions by clicking on the autism 
petition graphic. 

Taxes are still due after bankruptcy is discharged 

A s k t h e 
T r e a s u r e r 

Raymond 
Wojtowicz 

Each week, Wayne County Treasurer 
Raymond J. Wojtowicz will be using 
this coltfmn as a regular forum to 
inform you about the tax process and to 
answer the questions most frequently 
asked about property taxes. 

Always remember that your property 
is your most precious asset. Do not risk 
losing it for nonpayment of property 
taxes. If in doubt, ask questions. 
0: What happens to my real property taxes 
when I file for bankruptcy?. 

A; If bankruptcy is filed from Dec. 

1-31, the bankruptcy will protect your 
current and delinquent real taxes from 
forfeiture and foreclosure. 

If you filed in December, the 
bankruptcy will protect the current and 
prior delinquent taxes 

If bankruptcy is filed from Jan. 1 to 
Nov. 30,, the bankruptcy will only protect 
the delinquent real taxes from forfeiture 
and foreclosure, not the current taxes. 

The month and year the bankruptcy 
is filed determines the years protected 
that can be paid by the trustee. 

•ewPa 

Gerou 
Chiropractic Center 

Chiropractic Spinal Adjustments 
Spinal Decompression Therapy 
Spinal Disc Therapy 
Massage Therapy 
State of the Art Digital X-ray 
Computerized Surface EMG for 
Evaluating Nerve Function 
Computerized Nutritional Assessment 
Rehabilitative Care 

Chiropractic Pillows 
Bio-Freeze 
Low back support belts 
Nutritional Products 

Low Back Pain 
Disc Injuries 
Sciatica 
Headaches 
Neck Pain 
Shoulder/Arm Pain 
Sports Injuries 
Auto Accident Injuries 
Workers Compensation 
Injuries 
Family Wellness Care 
Pregnancy Care 

Now Offering 
Massage Therapy 

$ 1 5 oo o f f 

1st Visit/hour 
Normally $65.00 

Offer good through 5/15/09 

Thomas J. Gerou, DC 

7 2 7 7 N . Lilley Road • Canton, MI 4 8 1 8 7 
Phone: (734) 981-6969 

www.gerou.com 
DRX 9000 offers the latest in non-surgical 

Decompression Technology 

iicarc, 

>OM, Wcyco 

Open 6 days with 
convenient hours 

since 1987 

http://hometownlife.com
http://www.house-
http://dems.com/petitions
http://www.housedems.com/peti-
http://www.gerou.com
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PUBLIC SAFETY 
Officer 
missing cocaine case 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A former Detroit police 
officer, who lives in Canton 
Township, has pleaded guilty 
to a tax evasion charge after 
federal prosecutors dropped 
charges he stole six kilograms 
of cocaine from the Detroit 
police department's property 
room. 

A spokesperson for the U.S. 
Attorney's Office said prosecu­
tors dropped the drug charges 
against Vincent Crockett, 40, 
because a chemist from the 
property room died. The tax 
evasion, charge is the result of 
Crockett failing to file a 2007 

tax return. The IRS deter­
mined Crockett made $72,000 
the previous year through ille­
gal acts. 

According to federal court 
documents, in March 2007 
Crockett signed out the 
cocaine from the property 
room, presumably to take to 
the lab for further analysis. 

"On April 25, 2007, the 
defendant made cash deposits 
of over $35,000 to his money 
market account," accord­
ing to court records. "In July 
2007, other Detroit police 
officers attempted to locate 
the cocaine but were unable 
to do so ... When pressed for 
an explanation, the defendant 

stated the cocaine was still at 
the laboratory. 

"On July 13,2007, the defen­
dant brought a substance back 
to the evidence room... the 
substance was retested and 
determined to no longer be 
cocaine, but a starch compo­
nent." 

Crockett faces up to five 
years in prison for the tax 
charge and $250,000 in fines 
when he is sentenced Aug. 5, 
If he had been convicted of 
the narcotics offense, Crockett 
faced a mandatory minimum 
of ten years in prison and a 
maximum of life imprison­
ment, along with a maximum 
fine of $4-million. 

ASSAULT 
FROM PAGE B1 

me, let alone take enforcement 
action." 

Donahue was arrested, hut 
was never charged with a crime. 

Yack said he doesn't believe 
the lawsuit has any merit. 

"From what I know, it's . 
frivolous," Yack said. "The 
only aspect anyone might pay 
attention to is whether he was 
thrown against a van. If there 
are witnesses, then everybody 
will have a better idea of what 
exactly happened." 

Santomauro said he couldn't 
comment until the lawsuit was 
served. Current Supervisor 
Phil LaJoy said he wasn't 
aware of the lawsuit. 

The complaint claims a week 
after the gun incident, one of 
the police officers dissemi­
nated a message to local police 
agencies that erroneously 
reported Donahue had been 
arrested for a CCW violation. 

At the time of the incident, 
Donahue was an instructor 

for the Macomb County Police 
Academy and performed con­
sulting work for local police 
agencies. He said after word 
of his "unlawful arrest" and 
false statements about his 
CCW violation he no longer 
received consulting jobs and 
was rebuffed in his attempts to 
become a police officer. 

"They effectively made a 
malicious effort to ruin my 
reputation in law enforce­
ment in Michigan," Donahue 
said. "As I went through the 
application process, I had to 
advise (potential police agen­
cies) that I had been arrested. 
I had a letter from the police 
that it was a wrongful arrest, 
but I had to deal with that 
constantly." 

Donahue has since moved to 
Jupiter, Fla., and said he's a cer­
tified police officer and has a 
job offer, but declined to reveal 
which police department. He 
also continues to teach at the 
Macomb Police Academy and 
performs police training work, 
including in Michigan. 

Donahue believes the inci­
dent was retaliation for pub­

licly speaking out against Yack 
and the township board. 

"They abdicated their 
responsibility and turned the 
governing process over to the 
hired help, when in fact the 
electorate elected them to 
do their jobs," Donahue said. 
"They were conducting the 
public's business in private." 

The 10-count lawsuit charg­
es the plaintiffs — among 
other things — with con­
spiracy, excessive force and 
warrantless search and sei­
zure. Donahue is asking for 
dama'ges of at least $75,000 on 
each count. Punitive and com­
pensatory damages could push 
a potential award into the mil­
lions of dollars. 

If he wins, Donahue said 
he'll give the proceeds to the 
Widows and Orphans Fund for 
the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial to support 
families of officers who have 
died in the line of duty. 

"My constitutional rights 
were taken by those who were 
to protect them," Donahue 
said. "They need to be brought 
to justice." 

CANTON COP CALLS 
Forgetting to pay 

1Canton police have charged a 29-year-old 
Ypsilanti man with first degree retail fraud 

for stealing $1,119 in goods from Kohl's, 47250 
Michigan Avenue on April 6. Police report the 
suspect walked outside pushing a cart filled 
with rugs, bedding, a men's suit, shorts, shoes 
and boxer shorts. When the alarm went off store 
employees gathered outside and spotted him. 

The suspect ran and was caught by a Canton 
police officer in the bathroom at the nearby 
Target store. 

Teen busted for theft 
A 16-year-old Westland boy was caught 
trying to steal automotive goods from Wal-

Mart, 39500 Ford Road, on April 6. 

Security cameras showed the youth taking £ 
pair of wire cutters from his pants and cutting 
off the anti-theft device. He concealed the mer­
chandise under his jacket and walked out the 
store, where he was caught by store security. 

License plate stolen 

3An electrician working at Canton High 
School, 8415 N. Canton.Center Road, report­

ed his license plate missing from his work van 
April 6. 

The victim said the license plate was on when 
he parked the van at his Garden City home the 
night before. He noticed it missing the next day 
at the high school, but said he couldn't deter­
mine if the plate was taken overnight or at the 
school. He did tell police no students appeared 
to go near his van. 

USDA Choice 
Ground Hound 

Snappin' Fresh 
Green Beans.. 
Plump N 5 Juic; 
B lack berries. .IT... 
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FROM PAGE A l 

Zolkowski said he's "proud" 
of what his team has done at 
Thurston, where it has, among 
a variety of other things, 
introduced new programs to 
welcome incoming ninth-grad­
ers, spent some $22 million on 
renovations, including a state-
of-the-art performing arts 
center and increased from four 
Advanced Placement classes 
to 14. 

When he told his staff last 
week he was leaving, he said, it 
was a very difficult moment. 

"I got a little choked up 
(telling them)," he said. "Two-
thirds of the people I was fac­
ing were people I'd hired. We 
do good work here, and we do 
it well. It's going to be hard to 
leave." 

As for the size of the Park, 
Zolkowski said he isn't wor­
ried. When he worked in the 

Zolkowski 

district before, 
he said, he 
answered the 
question, "How 
are you going 
to learn your 
way around 
this place?" by 
using his own 
hand-held dol-

ley to deliver textbooks. He'll 
employ a similar ethic to rein­
tegrate himself. 

In the meantime 
Zolkowski, who offi­
cially starts July 1 but 
has arranged to split time 
between Redford and 
Plymouth-Canton until then, 
will help hire the rest of the 
leadership team, including 
the three assistant and nine 
associate principals. 

"One man can't do it all," 
Zolkowski said. "You have to 
have a strong team, and you 
have to learn to trust them." 

bkadrich@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-8899 

Investment strategies shouldn't be ruled by emotions 

FROM PAGE A l 

St. Patrick's Day," Doughty 
said. "There's no charge — 
you just have to be a Canton 
resident and at least 55 years 
old." 

Judy Smyczynski, 66, has 
been Wii bowling since fall. 

"We love bowling, we just 

Family offers 
reward for 
stolen bike 

Canton resident Sonia Lopez 
has offered a reward for any infor­
mation that leads to the recovery 
of her son's stolen bicycle. 

According to Lopez, four 
white males stole the bike over 
the weekend when her son was 
playing basketball at Tonda 
Elementary School. The bike is a 
gray and white Mongoose BMX 
freestyle model. She is asking 
anyone who has seen the bike to 

, come forward and report it. 
—-Lopez said anyone with 
information should contact the 
Canton Police Department at 
(734) 394-5420. 

can't anymore, so we tried this 
to see how it worked and we're 
having a great time," said 
Smyczynski, who noted it's 
her first adventure with video 
games. "It's almost just like 
bowling, but it doesn't bother 
your knees. We have great 
friends to talk to and cheer 
you on. But we all like to be 
first, no matter what the age." 

tbruscatodhometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637 

s I write this column, 
Michigan State's men's bas-

i ketball team did what the 
experts predicted they wouldn't 
do and that is beat Connecticut 
and land a spot in the national 
championship game. There is 
no doubt Michigan State's run 
for the championship has put 
a ray of sunshine throughout . 
Michigan. The surge of emotion 
that erupted at Ford Field and 
throughout the state after the 
Spartans' victory was incredible. 

When it comes to sports, it is 
great to let emotions take over. 
Sports would not be enjoyable 
unless as fans we experienced 
the great emotional swings 
between our team winning and 
losing. 

Emotion, however, is some­
thing that investors need to 
guard against. It affects investors 
in a number of different ways 
— all of them bad. For example, 
many investors will refuse to sell 
an investment based upon "a love 
for their investment." I say, your 
investment doesn't love you, you 
shouldn't love it. 

Individuals invest money to 
make money and that should 
be the primary concern. If emo­
tion enters into the equation, 
inevitably, one will make the 
wrong decision. For example, 
in our area many investors held 
on to Kmart stock even though 
the company faced incredible 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

difficulties. 
Investors failed 
to separate 
emotion from 
the economic 
reality faced 
by Kmart. 
Investors who 
held on to 
Kmart out of a 
sense of loyalty 
were rewarded 
when the com­

pany went into bankruptcy and 
the stock was worthless. 

Loyalty, in many situations, is 
a great trait. Not as in investor. 
One should not buy or hold an 
investment based upon love of 
that investment, or out of a sense 
of loyalty. Investments should be 
bought or sold based on how it 
fits into one's portfolio and over­
all investment strategy. 

Emotions also hurt investors 
when the market is doing well. 
The last few weeks have been̂  
good for stocks and investors are 
feeling a sense of relief. Many 
investors don't want to miss out 
on an opportunity and some are 
rushing back into equities with­
out any rhyme or reason. They 

are letting greed dictate invest­
ment decisions. 

When markets are rising, 
investors tend to forget about the 
fundamentals and overall strate­
gies and that can lead to prob­
lems. Investors need to guard . 
against those good feelings. 
The result of letting emotions 
dictate investment decisions is a 
portfolio that doesn't match an 
individual's goals and objectives. 
When a portfolio doesn't match 
one's goals and objectives, it is a 
portfolio that will fail. 

Over the last year, inves­
tors have let fear dictate their 
investment decisions. Investors 
have rushed out of the stock 
market and other investments 
not based upon fundamentals 
or an overall strategy, but based 
upon fear. Although the sense 
of relief one gets when they bail 
out of the market is real, it is only 
temporary. Letting fear dictate 
your investment decisions and 
rushing out of the market at an 
inopportune time will also cause 
problems. The problems may 
not be evident today, but they 
will be when investors find that 
their money did not keep up with 

taxes and the increase cost of 
living. 

Fear, greed and impatience 
are a triple-headed monster 
of emotions that all too often 
derails investors. Investing is like 
a science in that it takes a clear 
head and a certain resolve to be 
successful. 

Whether or not you are an 
MSTJ basketball fan, it is hard 
not to get caught up in the emo­
tion of the game. It is equally 
difficult for investors not to let 
fear, greed, impatience or other 
emotions dictate investment 
decisions. Being an investor is 
not easy. If it were, more people 
would be successful. 

The bottom line is market 
volatility is a reality that can't 
be avoided. As humans, we are 
affected by our emotions ~ they 
are part of us. However, the more 
we can control our emotions, the 
better off we are as an investor. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometowniife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
bloomassetmanagement.com, 
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Appliances 

Popular brands at bargain prices 

Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers • 
Dryers'Stoves 

Ranges • Dishwashers»Microwaves 
* F u l l One Year Warranty 

cash & carry 

44465 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth 
(at Sheldon between Kroger & Aco) 

Family Care Associates 

Care For Your Entire family 

.<iV 

5 

a 

Ann Arbor Rd 

& 
f 

* i 

5,000 square foot show room in person or online 
- - Fcatto*M& Atrirtxq Garden A c c e n t s ' / 

• A i c l l i i c c t i i R i l SrlvtU'C • V . u u u u Ri ' s ion-d I ' i r h m r i 
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Turner: Students are his first priority 
1. Why are you seeking a position 
on the Wayne-Westland B o a r d of 
Education? 

I have been on the board 
for the last 12 years and our 
school district has come a long 
way, but the problems that are 
facing this district and others 
in the state are far beyond 
what we have faced in the past. 
We met those of the past and I 
would like to be there to meet 
and overcome those ahead. 
2. What qualities or s k i l l s do you 
believe you would bring t o t h e 
b o a r d , i f elected? 

As stated before, I have 
12 years of experience here 
in Wayne-Westland. I have 
attended many of the classes 
that the Michigan Association 
of School Boards has put 
on for new, as well as older 
board members, to help us 
understand how to meet and 
overcome the problems facing 
us today as well as in the 
future. 

ED TURNER 
Who: Ed Turner, 75, Westland 
Employment: Retiree 
Family: Single, however, I do claim all students in the 
district as mine -
E d u c a t i o n : High school graduate and U.S. Navy vet­
eran, served in the Korean "police action." 
C o m m u n i t y Involvement: Former board member of 

the True Grist Dinner Theater in Homer, Mich., former 
and founding board.member of Old Historic Wayne Theater, former 
Wayne-Westland Junior Miss board member, judge for the Miss Wayne 
and Miss Westiahd contests, member and chair of the Westiand Cable 
Commission and a Sunday school teacher 

3. What do you see as the issues 
facing the school d i s t r i c t at this 
time? 

There are many issues that 
face us nowadays. The first is 
a lack of funding. How can we 
educate students for a global 
society, if we don't have the 
funds needed to do it? The 
funding is being depleted by 
the lack of understanding that 

if our students don't have a 
good educational foundation 
how can we expect them to 
succeed in college. 

I would also like to see more 
parents take part in their 
student's educational welfare. 
4. How would you address those 
issues? 

I would try to make our 
lawmakers in Lansing 

understand that adequate 
funding has to be their 
number one priority. We keep 
hearing this, but nothing is 
being done. 
5. A r e you seeking the 
endorsement of organizations or 
individuals in your bid for a seat 
on the board? If s o , who? 

No, I am not asking 
nor have I ever asked; 
for endorsements or 
organizations and individuals. 
I want to feel that I am' my 
own person; I will not be 
beholding to anyone. 
6. What do you want v o t e r s to 
know about you? 

I made a promise 12 years 
ago to the citizens of the 
Wayne-Westland school 
district that I would be a 
school board member for 
students first, parents second 
and administrators and 
teachers third. I believe that 
I have kept that promise and 
will continue to do so. 

PUBLIC AUCTION 

Notice is hereby given that on Monday, April 20, 2009 @ NOON. 
TATE & CO. Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Extra Space 
Storage, will be offering for sale under the judicial lien process, by 
public auction, the following storage units. The goods to be sold are 
generally described as household goods. The terms of the sale will be 
cash only. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any and 
all bids. The sale will be at the following location: Extra Space 
Storage, 6729 N. Canton Center Rd.. Canton. MI 48187 @ NOON. 

Schultz, Ray D157 10x10 

Kearney, Julie F229 5x10 

P u b l i s h : A p r i l 2 , 2 0 0 9 

Box spring size; full, vacuum, 
27" CRT TV, Bedframe, 8+ 
Boxes, 2+ totes, multi-function 
printer, coffee table, battery, 
various shelves, metal shelf, 
rolling filing tote, 2 instrument 
cases, misc. household goods 

Curio cabinet, table, aluminum 
ladder, box of paints, stepstool, 
4+ totes, household clothes 
steamer, misc. household goods. 

O E O e e 5 1 1 4 7 J x 3 . 5 

NOTICE OF SALE 

MAYFLOWER TOWING 
1179 STARKWEATHER 
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170 

734-459-0053 
The following vehicle will be sold at Public Auction for cash to 
satisfy lien pursuant to F.S. 713.78 on April 16, 2009 at 10:00 a.m, 
1999 Pontiac Grand Am GT 1G2NW12E4XM918487 
2001 Chevrolet Prizm/lsi 1Y1SK548X1Z434791 
1984 Cadillac Deville 1G6AM4784E9039112 
1972 Ford - PickUp F10YKM85441 
1990 GMC Safari 1GKDM15Z8LB543841 
1993 Ford Escort LX 1FAPP15J7PW357996 
P u b l i s h ; A p r i l 9 , 2 0 0 9 

O E 0 B 6 5 1 9 4 9 - 2 » 2 . 6 

Cheer for the 
hometeamp 

read today's 

section 

Check us out on the 
Web every day at 
hometownlife.com 

Middel: Will work for 
betterment of district 

1. Why are you seeking a 
position on the Wayne-Westland 
Board of Education? 

I am running for a position 
on the Wayne-Westland 
Board of Education to make 
a difference. My extensive 
background and experience 
in public education has lead 
me to seek a position on the 
board. I feel that with my 
expertise in education, that I 
will be an asset to the parents 
and community members 
of my district during these 
challenging economic times. 
2. What qualities or skills do 
you believe you would bring to 
the board, if elected? 

Since I have an extensive 
background in public 
education, I feel that I have 
a better understanding of 
how public education works. 
I have served on many 
district committees both as 
an educator and as a parent 
I grew up in this district and 
chose to educate my daughters 
in this district which I feel 
gives me insight into the inner 
workings of this district 
3. What do you see as the 
issues facing the school d i s t r i c t 
at this time? 

One issue that I feel that 
needs to be addressed is 
communications. There is a 
need to better communicate 
with the parents, employees 
and the general community. 

Another issue I feel that 
needs to be addressed is 
making the school district's 
dollars go farther. The board 
and district need to prioritize, 
redirect and use money and 
facilities efficiently to reflect 
the needs of students, parents 
and employees. 
4. How would you address those 
issues? 

If elected, I will make 
myself available to meet 
with parent, community 
and employee groups. As a 
school board member, I will 
work hard as a team member 
to ensure that our current 
dollars are spent wisely and 

CAROL MIDDEL 
Who: Carol Ann Middel, 59, of 
Canton 
Employment: Retired teacher 
Family: Married with two children 
Education: 1967 graduate of 
John Glenn 
High School; 
associate 
of arts 
degree, 1968, 
Schoolcraft 
College; 
bacheior of 
science degree, 1970, Wayne 
State University; master of 
education degree, 1976, Wayne 
State University; attended 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn 2003-2006 • 
Community Involvement: 
American Red Cross instructor of 
CPR/AED, First Aid, Professional1 

Rescuer; First United Methodist 
Church, chairperson of meals -
forthe homeless; Girl Scouts 
as a trainer. Past president 
of the Wayne Ladies Literary 
Club and Greater Canton Hills 
Homeowners Association. 

that additional dollars are 
found at the state and federal 
level for our students. 
5. A r e you seeking the 
endorsement of organizations 
or individuals in your bid for a 
seat-on the board? If so, who? 

I am actively seeking 
endorsements from 
community and educational 
groups within the district. 
6. What do you want voters to 
know about you? 

I am a very hard worker 
and dedicated to the jobs 
that have been entrusted to 
me. I will work hard for the 
betterment of the Wayne-
Westland students. I am a 
very good listener and I am 
willing to make the difficult 
decisions needed to move 
the district forward. 

BINGO! 
Y o u ' v e f o u n d t h e r i g h t s p o t ! 
When Mom or Dad are suffering from Alzheimer's or dementia, it7 s tough to make 

the important decisions: Where can they get the proper care? Whom can I trust to 

provide that care? How can I prevent them from being lost in the crowd of a larger 

institutional setting? 

Now, there's a unique solution in your own neighborhood. Total Living Care 

Services offers home-based assisted living in Novi with additional locations in 

Plymouth and West Bloomfield coming soon. Our residential, home-like facilities 

offer your loved ones the care they need with affordable, all-inclusive pricing. 

Home-cooked meals and a family atmosphere are just a couple of ways that we can 

offer our residents the benefits of home living with the compassionate and 

professional care they need. 

For more information on affordable, home-based assisted living, call (248) 477-8912 
or visit w w w . M y T L C S e r v i c e s . c o m . 

www MyTLCServices.com 

TOTAL 
• Neighborhood-based residence 

• High staff-to-resident ratio • 

• Daily activities 

• Alzheimer's and dementia care 

• In-house physician 

• Home-cooked meals 

• 24/7 care 

• Pharmacy deliveries 

• Respite care 

• State licensed 

• Hospice available 

• Affordable pricing 

• Member, Better Business Bureau 

• Physical/Occupational therapy 

• No hidden costs or add-ons 

• And much more! 

„ L SERVICES .. • 
A R o Z e B r o t h e r s Company C a l 1 ( 2 4 8 ) 477-8912 f o r a f r e e c o n s u l t a t i o n . 

http://hometownlife.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://www.MyTLCServices.com
http://MyTLCServices.com
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Maxwell: Fresh approach, new perspective 
1. Why are you seeking a position 
on the Wayne-Westland Board of 
Education? 

As a parent of the district 
I feel a responsibility to help 
ensure the children of the 
district get the best possible 
education. With the standards 
to graduate getting harder, 
our children need access to 
the tools necessary to meet the 
demands of a changing world. 

2 . What qualities or skills do 
you believe you would bring to the 
board, if elected? 

I am a father of eight 
children, and I believe I can 
bring a fresh approach and 
perspective to the board. I 
care about the education of 
the children, and will do my 
best to make sure they get the 
resources, and tools they need 
to succeed in school. 

3. What do you see as the issues 
facing the school d i s t r i c t at this 
time? 

The financial cutbacks that 
are coming will probably be' 
inevitable. However, I want to 
make sure that our children 
don't lose out on important 
programs that will help them 
succeed. 

GREGORY MAXWELL 
Who: Gregory 0. Maxwell, 36, of Wayne 
Employment: Alco Transportation Inc. 
Family: Married with eight children 
E d u c a t i o n : 1991 graduate of Cass Technical High 
School in 1991, attended Wayne County Community 
College. 
C o m m u n i t y Involvement: Member of T.A.P.S. located 
at Taft Elementary School 

4. How would you address those 
issues 

I think the best approach 
to address this issue will be 
for the board to sit down, and 
take a good look at itself first, 
then try to find cost cutting 
measures that won't affect the 
most important programs that 
will help our children succeed 
and eventually graduate. 

5. A r e you seeking the 
endorsement of organizations or 
individuals in your bid for a seat on 
the board? If s o , who? 

Currently I haven't asked 
for any endorsement of any 
organizations. The only 
endorsement that I am actively 
seeking is that of individual 
voters. If they decide to vote 

for me, I will do my very best 
to represent the parents, 
students, and the community 
of our district. 

6. What do you want v o t e r s to 
know about you? 

I am a very concerned parent 
of this community. I believe 
in fairness, and also that 
parents should be represented 
by someone who knows their 
issues as well as the issues of 
the students. I believe in the 
rights of parents to be able 
come to a board meeting and 
be treated with respect and 
be aloud to express how they 
feel about issues that they are 
having with the actions of the 
board without be chastised for 
their opinions. 

Walker: Will work to move district forward 
1. Why are you seeking a position 
on the Wayne-Westland Board of 
Education? 

I want to continue to work 
with other members of the 
board in order to continue to 
move the district forward by 
practicing fiscal responsibility 
and also by continuing the part­
nership that we as a board have 
established in the community. 
2. What qualities or skills do you 
believe you would bring to the 
b o a r d , If elected? 

I was appointed to the board 
Sept. 15,2009, and since then 
I have gained two school board 
certifications in order to help me 
be abetter school board member. 
3. What do you see as the issues facing 
the school district at this time? 

Budget cuts are the big­
gest problems being faced by 
all districts at this time. The 
board has to be able to contin­
ue the high level of excellence 
that are children are accus­
tomed to on limited funds. 
4 How would you address those Issues? 

I along with other members 
of the board will continue to 

SHAWNA WALKER 
Who: Shawna 
Walker, 38, of 
Westland 
Family: 
Married with 
two children 
E d u c a t i o n : 
I wiil receive 
associate's degree in liberal arts 
from Henry Ford Community 
College in May 
C o m m u n i t y Involvement: 
Volunteer and now full-time fam­
ily case planner at "Looking for 
My Sister" working with victims 
of domestic violence; member of 
the Deacon Board at Pure Word 
Missionary Baptist Church; mem­
ber of International Free and 
Accepted Modern Masons and 
the Order of the Eastern Star. 

individuals In your bid for a seat on 
the board? If s o , who? 

Yes, so far I have been 
endorsed by Mayor William R. 
Wild, Councilman Bill Johnson, 
Councilman Dewey Reeves, 
State Rep. Richard LeBlanc, 
Westland Council President 
Jim Godbout, Councilman Bob 
Stottlemyer, City Clerk Eileen 
DeHart and UAW Local 900. 
6. What do you want v o t e r s to 
know about you? 

Because I will continue to 
work hard for the children of 
the district. 

make decisions that are based 
on the best interest of the kids. 
5. Are you seeking the 
endorsement of organizations or 
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Serta Perfect 

Held 
Over 50 Serta mattress sets available. 

25 complete futons. 
All 

$29 
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If you have been putting off buying a quality Serta Sleep set 
don't wait another day First come first served. You will never 

get an opportunity like this again DON'T MISS ITU! 
All Headboards 75% off % 

Floor Sample Bunk Beds, Paybeds $199 to $349 (Bring your fools!) 
Bring your truck. It all has to be gone by Sunday Night. 

(Delivery available. Min $30.09) 
42489 Ford Road in Canton I 
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sn't It Time You Got A Second 
Opinion About Your Wealth? 

Recent events have' sent 
Shockwaves around the globe, 
causing stock markets to plummet 
and throwing the financial world 
into turmoil. Consumers are being urged not to 
panic, but with commentators talking of the biggest 
crisis since the Great Depression, many of us are 

will be on our 

rtJif ' Are you worried about the safety of 
your savings? Concerned about the impact 

the global financial crisis is having on your 
investments and pension or not sure what to do 
about your mortgage? If you feel like your own 
personal finances are in a meltdown of their 
own, it's probably time you got that vital second 
opinion. 

Alex A. Lebron 
Registered Principal 

Investment Consultant 

19575 Victor Parkway, Suite 190 

Uvon ia , M l 48152 

alex.lebront&lpl.com 

www.lpl .com/aiex. lebron 

Member FINRA/SlPC 
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Our fundamental purposes are to 
enhance the lives of our readers, 
nurture the hometowns we serve 
and contribute to the business 
success of our customers. 

OUR VIEWS 
MEAP scores can 
be valuable tool 

As they have been for years now, results of 
Plymouth-Canton students' performance on the 
Michigan Educational Assessment Program tests 
are replete with good news. 

In 21 of the 28 scored categories, Plymouth-
Canton students raised their performance; in 
some categories, the hike was dramatic. Five 
scores matched last year's and only two dropped 
— a one-point drop in sixth-grade English 
Language Arts and a two-point dip in eighth-
grade science. 

The Michigan Educational Assessment 
Program can be a valuable tool for school admin­
istrators. It can provide a sharp focus on aca­
demic areas that need work. It can also spotlight 
school populations that are struggling to meet 
the state standards. 

The MEAP tests are not about comparing 
the educational excellence of school district A 
against school district B. They are about setting 
a standard and giving schools an opportunity to 
evaluate how they are doing against that stan­
dard, to improve the education at that school 
district. 

This year's news statewide was an uptick in 
math scores. It was true in Plymouth-Canton, 
where five of the six grades tested in math 
showed at least a 2-percent hike, and where 
seventh-graders had the district's second-best 
improvement, rising from 88 percent passing to 
94. 

"We did very well," said Mike Bender, the dis­
trict's director of secondary education. "There's a 
lot to celebrate." 

And not much to grouse over, except maybe 
the ever-so-slight drop in those two scores and 
perhaps a few individual numbers deeper in the 
results. The performance is a testament not only 
to the students, but to the teachers, as well. 

School administrators now have an opportu­
nity to go over this rich data and make adjust­
ments, evaluate what works and what doesn't, 
assess the particular social and economic situ­
ation at each of their schools and provide the 
needed extra help. That's the value of the MEAPs. 
It was never meant to punish a school district or 
their students. 

And here's the thing to like about the attitude 
in Plymouth-Canton: Despite the strong perfor­
mance, school officials know they need to get 
better — federal law mandates 100 percent pass­
ing performance by 2014 — and they're going 
about the task of finding ways to make it happen. 

"We're in the process of analyzing results at 
each grade level in each subject," Bender said. 
"We continue to look at ways to- strengthen our 
students' performance." 

That's what it's all about. The tests are in and 
the work continues. 

VOICES &VIKWS 
Thefollowing commentfrom w&w.ftometo&n-

life.com is in response to a story about Cariion's 
efforts to improve its curb side recycling pro­
gram: 

YouAreWho wrote: 
"If people put something unacceptable in, we 

will leave the entire recycling bin at the curb." 
I quit recycling a long time ago for this reason. 

It's either 100 percent compliance or else Canton 
Waste Recycling will leave the whole bin any you 
get to try the process again the following week. 

I put everything in the trash can. 

IAMWHO wrote: 
Leaving the entire recycling bin doesn't make 

much sense. Leave the unacceptable item in the 
bin which educates the homeowner. The proce­
dure needs to be revisited. 

Join the discussion 

The Tigers' home opener is Friday. How 
will the team do this year in the A.L 
Central? 

Go to hometowniifexom to give us your feedback. 
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COMMUNITYVOICE 
With the domestic car companies struggling what would it take to get you to purchase a new vehicle? 

wms 
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"I know the prices are great and 
it's a good time to buy a new 
car, but I just don't need one 
right now." 
Jim Blaharski, 66, Canton 

"We're looking to buy a new van 
and we're looking to buy Honda 
because that's the only brand 
we feel secure buying right now. 
I just feel like the quality (of 
American cars) isn't as good." 
Amanda Gavin, 3 3 , Canton 

"We work at Ford, so both of us 
are working, security about our 
jobs. I feel confident in the auto 
companies. We'll just have to 
wait it out" 
Selena Reed, 39, Canton 

"We have four cars in our 
so probably if two break 
Monit Sompura, 26, Canton 

Tascais delightful 
I recently had a wonderful experience and 

I want to share it with you. It was one the best 
dining experiences I have had in my travels. 
I went to Tasca De Plata in Canton. The res­
taurant offers authentic cuisine of Spain. The 
service was kind, and professional. Normally 
I feel breezed in and out of a restaurant but as 
soon as I entered Tasca De Plata I felt I had 
arrived somewhere unique. 

The menu is filled with dishes called Tapas 
— each one a pleasure just to read about. The 
entrees were delicious as well. My wife had 
a wonderfully flavored meal of shrimp with 
mushrooms spiced enough to please her Cajun 
tastes and yet was new to her. I had the best 
lamb I have ever had. For dessert we enjoyed 
a finely made cake — beautiful to look at and 
wonderful to taste. 

While we were dining there appeared two 
flamenco dancers and a guitarist. Dancing 
and the music — well, when I say that topped 
the cake I hope you will understand it is only a 
figure of speech. They complemented my meal 
and I was no longer just dining but enjoying a 
wonderful human experience in sharing these 
things. 

If you would like to enjoy a romantic eve­
ning, an evening of discovery or a nice night 
out with the family I point you to Tasca De 
Plata. It is reasonably priced, wonderfully 
presented and flavored expertly. It is a taste of 
Spain. 

While the dancers were presenting the 
Senora told us that if we saw or heard some­
thing we liked we should shout out "Ole!" 
— well, I will finish this letter about Tasca De 
PlatawithHOle!01e!Ole!" 

Alfred Brock 
Wayne 

Fiscal responsibility? 
The Plymouth-Canton Schools' administra­

tion is planning to spend "top of the pay scale" 
to hire a new Director of Bands for the high 
school band program. Is this a wise invest­
ment of Plymouth-Canton funds in light of 1) 
current economic conditions and 2) what the 
present staff has accomplished? 

The present staffhas provided high qual­
ity leadership to the music program and their 
record speaks for itself. 

• This month at the MSBOA District Band 
Festival, all four high school concert bands, 
under the direction of Mrs. Amy Boerma and 
Mr. Martin Montoya, earned straight first 
division ratings from all four judges (a total of 
20 "Is"). 

• Some of the adjudicators at the District 
Festival actually awarded a number of A+ 
ratings in several sub-captions to two of the 
bands. This rarely occurs anywhere in the 
state. 

• This year the Plymouth-Canton High 
School Marching Band was taken to the 
BOA Grand National finals by Mr. Martin 
Montoya, alate-in-the-summer-hired substi­
tute teacher who had previously been on the 
band's music staff. The band made it into the 
national finals (one of 12 bands in the entire 
nation). How often does a first-year teacher 
accomplish this? 

• Mrs. Amy Boerma, who was named 
MSBOA District XII band director of the year, 
has been one of the Plymouth-Canton High 
School band directors for fourteen years (hired 
as the Co-Director of Bands in 1995). Under 
Mrs. Boerma's direction, bands at Plymouth-
Canton High School have earned first division 
ratings at every high,school concert band fes­
tival each year. In previous teaching positions 
in other schools, she also achieved the same 
consistency with her marching bands and 

LETTERS 

What do you think? 
Mail comments to the Canton Observer, 615 W. 
Lafayette, Second Level, Detroit, Ml 48226 or 
e-mail to kkuban@hometownlife.com. 

choirs. As a matter of fact, none of her student 
ensembles have ever received less than a first-
division rating during her 18 years of teaching 
experience. Has any other high school band 
director at Plymouth-Canton or in the state of 
Michigan ever equaled that record? 

• This year, with Mrs. Boerma and Mr. 
Montoya team-teaching the Plymouth-Canton 
High School band program, the atmosphere 
in the Plymouth-Canton band office and 
rehearsal hall has been one of collegiality and 
mutual support. Their shared vision and their 
strong leadership skills have resulted in signif­
icant growth in the program. Teamwork is a 
value that the administration should recognize 
and promote. 

• The band program has grown over the 
past six months, providing a rich variety of 
musical experiences to students. There has 
been an increase in the number of small 
ensembles, the number of students in honors 
bands, and the number of students participat­
ing in summer camps. The students have had 
opportunities to work with college level music 
directors. The wind ensemble performs more 
repertoire which is also more challenging. 
Enrollment in the band program for next year 
has increased by 20 percent. 

Again, the facts speak for themselves. Is 
there a reason why the Plymouth-Canton 
administration has decided to hire neither 
Mrs. Boerma nor Mr. Montoya to continue as 
the director of bands next year? The adminis­
tration needs to consider, and the community 
needs to be aware of, these facts. We hope that 
the administration is not placing a hidden 
agenda over what is best for students, the high 
school band program, and the taxpayers of our 
community. 

Brian and Janet Carson 
Plymouth Township 

School pay cuts 
I retired from the Plymouth-Canton Schools 

maintenance department last May. Now that 
I feel I can speak freely without putting my 
job and my family in jeopardy, I would like to 
share my feelings about the cutback inequality 
in our community regarding the school board 
management and administration (I call it 
freedom of speech without retaliation). 

These soon-to-be cutbacks and cost-sav­
ing challenges will be affecting the staffs at 
our schools. They are already underpaid. I 
don't know how you could ask a teacher to be 
pajd any less to do the most important job 
— educating our children. But they will. I was 
with the school district for 18 years and I have 
observed many cutbacks in that period of 
time. And, as always, the little people are the 
first to feel it. 

It is a fact that all over the country, and here 
in Michigan, everyone is taking an economic 
hit, big and small. In Washington, there are 
freezes on pay for anyone over $100,000. Here 
in Michigan, Lansing is cutting departments 
and also making pay cuts for the big people. 
It seems to me that these leaders are putting 
their hats in the ring, realizing the sacrifices 
that will have to be made while our economy 
mends. 

But it doesn't seem so when you look to the 
leaders of the Plymouth-Canton school dis­
trict. Our superintendent makes $195,000 a 
year — and that doesn't include the health care 
that we have to pay for him and his family. The 

governor of Michigan doesn't make that kind 
of money and she runs the whole state! 

And while our school board is passing out 
pay hikes like candy to the top people in our 
schools, parents are shelling out their own 
money (in addition to their tax dollars) for the 
stuff on the infamous list that each student 
brings home detailing the things that their 
parents have to buy for the classroom — pen­
cils, paper, art materials and even cleaning 
supplies. I also have heard of teachers spend­
ing their own money on supplies the parents 
could not (would not?) send in. How sad. 

The total wages paid for the administration 
and management is $6,810,247- The total paid 
for benefits is $2,538,429 (you may go to the 
school board office and ask for these numbers 
yourself). That is a lot of our tax money. 

Well, I have a great idea that will save 
money for the district and people paying taxes 
for the Plymouth-Canton schools. I am sug­
gesting this: The administration and the man­
agement should take a 10-percent cut in pay 
with a three-year pay freeze. Everyone who 
is paid over $100,000 should pay their own 
health insurance. 

Don't get me wrong. These are good people 
and probably worth the money. But they must ' 
toss their hat in the ring as well as everyone 
else. The cost savings on wages alone would 
be $681,024 a year. Perhaps then that list that 
the children bring home in August can stay at 
school, and the money that the parents would 
spend on supplies for the classroom could go 
for bread and milk. 

I had a coffee with Thomas Wysocki regard­
ing this suggestion, and of course he said it 
couldn't be done. He did say that soon every­
one will feel the pinch. So I asked him how the 
administration and management were going 
to feel the pinch. He couldn't answer that one 
— no surprise to me. 

Well, fellow citizens, I've said my piece and 
now it's up to you to make our school leaders 
accountable. Call the board of education and 
demand these cuts. Remember you are the 
boss, not the board. If they don't like the cuts, 
there are thousands of people just as qualified 
(and unemployed) who would gladly take the 
administration and management jobs just to 
save their homes arid feed their families. This 
month, over 700 people applied for a middle 
school janitor's job in Ohio! I wonder how 
many would apply to staff an entire school 
district's management team. 

It's time to speak up. We can all really make 
a difference in our schools. 

John Pappas 
Plymouth 

Help Darfur 
I'm writing this letter about the crisis in 

Darfur. As you are reading this thousands of 
people are getting killed in Darfur. What I had 
learned in my current event class at Discovery 
Middle School in seventh grade is very dread­
ful — the Sudanese government is killing their 
own people in the Darfur region. 

I say that the United States should do some­
thing about it because if a good man does 
nothing than evil will win. As of2003, mil­
lions are already dead and my more will die. 
Villages are getting burned, woman are get­
ting raped, and may are displaced. 

If the United States helps, these numbers 
will decrease over the years. I do understand 
what is happening in America right now, but is 
money really more important than people like 
you and me suffering in the other side of the 
world? The United States should do something 
before it's too late! 

Daniel Huang 
Canton 

http://life.com
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Solstice Designs expects 
to provide 400 Project 
Mother's Day necklaces 
to domestic violence 
shelters across the 
country this year. 
Ongoing sales of the 
2009 necklace, available 
at etsy.com, fund the 
project. 

M A L L S & M A I N S T R E E T S 

Wensdy Von Buskirk. Editor. (313) 222-8883. wvonb@hometownlife.com 

P r o j e c t M o t h e r ' s 
D a y g o e s n a t i o n w i d e 

BY WENSDY VON BUSKIRK 
OSE STAFF WRITER 

It makes kids feel good to do 
something nice for their moms 
on Mother's Day, and children 
in domestic violence shelters 
are no exception. 

For the last three years, 
thanks to Solstice Designs, 
children at First Step have 
been able to give their moms 
a beautiful piece of jewelry for 
Mother's Day. 

And now, the Dearborn-
based company is taking 
Project Mother's Day nation­
wide. 

"We all remember that joy in 
giving a gift to our mom," said 
Sandra Boulton, who co-owns 
Solstice Designs with Sherry 
Duquet. "Children want to give 
and when they're in the protec­
tive care of a shelter they don't 
have the ability to purchase a 
gift like that." 

Duquet got the idea for 
Project Mother's Day the same 
year she quit her job at Tiffany 
& Co. in Troy to launch Solstice 
Designs. She and Boulton wove 
the charity into their business 
model, and so far have donated 
240 bracelets and necklaces to 
families involved in First Step. 

This year, working through 
the National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, Boulton 
and Duquet have pegged 12 

Sandy Boulton (left) and Sherry Duquet started Project Mother's Day the 
same year they founded their jewelry business, Solstice Designs. 

shelters across the country at 
random to participate in the 
program. First Step, which is 
headquartered in Plymouth 
and serves Wayne County, is 
included. 

Solstice Designs has pledged 
400 necklaces this year, and 
the effort is featured in this 
month's Family Circle maga­
zine. 

"The response from the direc­
tors and these shelters has just 
been overwhelming," Boulton 
said. "I had a woman in Baton 
Rouge tell me that Mother's 
Day is the single most impor­
tant day in a domestic abuse 

An exceptional home-like setting for 
Active/Alert, Frail/Recovering, 

Memory Impaired and Alzheimer's residents. 

-24 Hour Professional Staffing 
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free 
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day 
-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 

-Planned Activities 
-Beauty & Barber Shop 
-On Call Nurse Practitioner 
-Medication Management 

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard -Incontinence Management 

C A N T O N 

L o c a t e d at 8121 Lilley 
between J o y & Warren R o a d s 

shelter. They are very touched 
by us wanting to do this." 

The 2009 Project Mother's 
Day necklace features a heart 
charm, hammered bronze 
disc, and medallion embla­
zoned with the word "courage." 
According to Theresa Bizoe, 
associate director of First Step, 
'courage' is an empowering 
word for survivors of domestic 
abuse. 

"These women are taking 
steps to help their families 
be safer, put peace in their 
lives, help their children learn 
healthy alternatives to vio­
lence," she said. "All the moms 
who come to us are courageous 
and strong. It's nice to be able 
to recognize them on Mother's 
Day for what they're doing for 

their families." 
And if a woman at the shelter 

doesn't have kids, Boulton and 
Duquet offer necklaces from "a 
caring friend." 

"It's the ultimate anonymous 
gift," Boulton said. "We'll never 
know her and she'll never know 
us. But this will stay with her, a1 

permanent symbol of the cour­
age that's taken her through 
this journey at a very crucial 
time in her life and her chil­
dren's lives.-" 

Boulton and Duquet began 
making jewelry as a hobby, but 
were inspired to sell their cre­
ations after constant requests 
from family and friends. 

They work out of a home-
based studio and sell their cre­
ations through direct market­
ing, on etsy.com and at quar­
terly girls' night out shopping 
parties, usually at Dearborn 
Hills Golf Course. 

Their clients have generously 
funded Project Mother's Day all 
along. 

"People in this community 
and metro Detroit in general 
are very giving, very kind and 
generous," Boulton said. "People 
have really embraced this proj­
ect, and it's touched them." 

She and Duquet are still" 
actively fund raising to cover 
the remaining costs of the 
sterling silver chains, about 
$4,000. 

They expect to ship the neck­
laces at the end of April, each 
one wrapped and tied with a 
bow. 

• Are you over 50, years of age? 
Do you have medical problems...either physical, 

emotional or both? 
• Can't do the work you used to perform? 

• Have you been denied in the past? 

You may be eligible for 
Social Security Disability Benefits! 

Call A i - J ^ X DJbKMAiM 
Attorney-at-Law for a . 
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FORECLOSURE NOTICE This firm is a debt collector attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information obtained will be used for this 
purpose. If you are in the Military, please contact our office at the 
number listed below. MORTGAGE SALE - Default has been made 
in the conditions of a certain mortgage made by: Timothy B Baibak 
a/k/a Timothy Baibek, A Married Man and Christine Baibak, His 
Wife to Oak Street Mortgage LLC, Mortgagee, dated September 30, 
2004 and recorded October 15, 2004 in Liber 41515 Page 498 
Wayne County Records, Michigan. Said mortgage was assigned 
through mesne assignments to: Household Finance Corporation 
III, on which mortgage there is claimed to he due at the date hereof 
the sum of One Hundred Seventy-Four Thousand Nine Hundred 
Sixty-Five Dollars and Fifty-Nine Cents ($174,965.59) including 
interest 11.5% per annum. Under the power of sale contained in 
said mortgage and the statute in such case made and provided, 
notice is hereby given that said mortgage will be foreclosed by a 
sale of the mortgaged premises, or some part of them, at public 
vendue, Circuit Court of Wayne County at 1:00PM on May 7, 2009 
Said premises are situated in City of Livonia, Wayne County, 
Michigan, and are described as: Lot 611, Country Homes 
Subdivision No. 3, according to the recorded plat thereof, as 
recorded in Liber 78 of Plats, Page 43, Wayne County Records. 
Commonly known as 35809 Richland St, Livonia MI 48150 The 
redemption period shall be 6 months from the date of such sale, 
unless determined abandoned in accordance with MCL 600.3241 or 
MCL 600.3241a, in which case the redemption period shall be 30 
days from the date of such sale, or upon the expiratien of the notice 
required by MCL 600.3241a(c), whichever is later. Dated: APRIL 6, 
2009 Household Finance Corporation III Assignee of Mortgagee 
Attorneys: Potestivo & Associates, P.C. 811 South Blvd. Suite 100 
Rochester Hills, MI 48307 (248) 844-5123 Our File No: 09-08291 
ASAP# 3053527 04/09/2009,04/16/2009, 04/23/2009, 04/30/2009 
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WEDDING FOR BRIDES-TO-BE 
PLYMOUTH — The 

Plymouth DDA wiH stage its 
2nd annual Plymouth Bridal 
Stroll April 25. The event starts 
at noon in Kellogg Park at with a 
mock wedding party, head table, 
and live music from members 
of the Erickson Flute Ensemble. 
From there, brides will follow 
their Bridal Stroll program on a 
matrimonial adventure through 
35 downtown businesses offer­
ing locally-owned, personal 
wedding services, refreshments, 
discounts and drawings. Call 
(734) 455-1453 or e-mail dda@ 
ci.plymouth.mi.us. 

SMOOTH STYLE 
TROY — Saks Fifth Avenue 

and Smooth Jazz V98.7 pres­
ent "Smooth Style" to benefit 
Goodwill Industries of Greater 
Detroit, 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 29. $35 includes wine 
and hors d'oeuvres, a Wanti It! 
Fahsion show, live jazz, a 15 per­
cent off shopping coupon and 
$25 gift card. Call (313) 557-8790 
for information. For tickets, call 
(866) 964-GIVE or visit www. 
goodwilldetroitorg. 

ROLE MODELS 
DETROIT - The Alternatives 

For Girls 20th annual Annual 
Role Model Dinner will be held 
6-9 p.m. April 30 at the Detroit 
Westin. 

Award winners include Karen 
Love, COO of The Michigan 
Chronicle and Michigan 
FrontPage, as 2009 Professional 
Role Model; Gail Perry Mason, 
vice president of Oppenheimer 
& Co., Inc., as Community Role 
Model; and Maria Tapper Young, 
co-owner of Tapper's Diamonds 
and Fine Jewelry, as Emerging. 
Leader. A Summit Award will 
be presented to Rashida Tlaib, 
the first Muslim woman to serve 
in the Michigan Legislature. 
Anqunette Jamison of Fox 2 

will emcee. This year's theme is 
"Audacity to Succeed." Tickets, 
$150, include awards presenta­
tion, silent and live auctions and 
valet. Proceeds benefit AFG, 
a non-profit organization that 
helps homeless and high-risk 
young women avoid violence, 
teen pregnancy and exploitation 
Call (313) 361-4000 ext. 230 or 
e-mail lmacdonald@alterna-
tivesforgirls.org. 

TIFFANY AWARDS OPEN CALL 
FARMINGTON HILLS 

— Hairdressers and colorists are 
invited to enter the 7th Annual 
Tiffeny Michigan Hairdresser 
of the Year Awards through 5 
p.m. May 29- Contestants com­
pete in four categories: Formal, 
Women's Editorial, Color and 
Avant Garde. First, second and 
third place winners in each cate­
gory are presented with a crystal 
trophy from Tiffany & Co. 

Contestants who enter in each 
of the three categories of Formal, 
Women's Editorial and Color are 
eligible to compete live for the 
title of Michigan Hairdresser of 
the Year at DREAMS, a benefit 
for the American Cancer Society, 
on Sept. 26 at Rock Financial 
Showplace in Novi. For informa­
tion or to enter, visit www.thetif-
fanyawards.com or call (248) 
347-7700x2922. 

GIRLS LEADERSHIP CAMP 
REDFORD — Michigan 

Association for Female 
Entrepreneurs, based in 
Redford, will offer two camps 
aimed at helping young girls 
become creative, confident, 
and self-sufficient. Leadership 
Camp will take place from 
May 29-31 at YWCA Camp 
Cavell in Lexington, Mich., and 
BizCamp from June 13-July 
25 at Lawrence Technological 
University, Southfield. Call 
(313) 363-4075 or visit www. 
YoungEntrepreneurSeries.com. 

Easter Time... Family Time... Create Memories 
Classic Toys For Special Occasions! 

m /-
1 J * ff C h e c k F o r S p e c i a l S a v i n g s O n T h e s e 
{ f . O t h e r T o y F a v o r i t e s thru A p r i l 12th 

, t - J A t w w w . d o i l h o s p i t a l . c o m 
* The Doll Hospita ls Toy Soldier Shop 

3 9 4 7 W . 1 2 M i i e , Berkley, 248-543-3115 Mon-Sat 10-5:30 Thurs 10-8:30 Sun 12-4 

J ^ S ? <35>@f/g/ 

SOXSC® |p@EPS©EB 
Inspirational, Christian, Wedding, 

Anniversary, Baby, Children, 
Teens, Retirement, • 

Red Hat Society and more 

32614 Seven Mile Road • Livonia 
£. of Farmington Road (Near Jet's Pizza) 

www.perfectpreeentllc.com 

(4438) 

We are an 
authorized dealer for... 

San Francisco Music Boxes, 
Taggies, Fireside Coffee, 
Village Candles, Wind & 

Willow and Crystal World. 

(Vein Therapies 

test technology ttiproviueyausafe, noiHrivaMfe. 

v»\r.m% and elective -m\cm and spicfer mz cm 

mh no stripping zrvi no scarring 

>am tn-ottree, and most ars 

covered by insurance. YaiU e* upm-ii 

wa&ing immediately; w t f i relief\bM site 

to get back to your life Please visit our web sire 

to w e how weVe r»!pe<i otNe?s st 

248.344,9110 | tmmAVtherapiM.com 
i l N O V I i West of M o i r i Hand n e a r H 

Ass«en in tile Yellow Pages 

http://etsy.com
mailto:wvonb@hometownlife.com
http://etsy.com
http://tivesforgirls.org
http://www.thetif-
http://fanyawards.com
http://YoungEntrepreneurSeries.com
http://www.doilhospital.com
http://www.perfectpreeentllc.com
http://tmmAVtherapiM.com
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Hours: Mon.-Sat 9-8 • Closed Easter Sunday 

33152 W. Seven Mile Road • Just East of Farmington Road in Livonia * www.joesproduce.com • 248-477-4333 
Prices good through April 11,2009 

Jumbo Crimson 
S e e d l e s s 

R e d G r a p e s 

Jumbo Thompson 
S e e d l e s s 

G r e e n G r a p e s 
•1.99 * 

Canadian 
H y d r o p o n i c B e e f 
S t e a k T o m a t o e s 

•1.49 n , 

California ; 
D r i s c o l F s i 

S t r a w b e r r i e s ! 
2/S5.00 % 

Jumbo f 
Delmonte | 

C a n t a l o u p ^ 
27*4.00 

* 1 . 9 9 lb. 

Idaho 
B a k i n g 

P o t a t o e s 
$ 2 . 4 9 101b. bag 

Joe's Specials! 
Winter Spiral Fire Glazed Ham 

4 . 9 9 ib. 
Alexander & Horning 
Honey Spiral Ham or 

Dearborn Spiral Sliced Ham 
* 3 . 9 9 i b . 

B e r i n g e r 
All Varieties 

$ 6 . 9 9 
(Buy Two and get a Free 

Round, of Golf) 

Dietz & Watson 
Black Forest Turkey 

or Pastrami 
$ 6 . 9 9 lb. 

B o a r s h e a d 
Sweet Sliced Ham Or 

Classic Chicken 
$ 6 . 9 9 lb . 

Joe's Gourmet S t o n e C e l l a r s 
Graduation Parties, Researsal Dinners, 
Picnics & Weddings!! Whether you're 

planning an elaborate gala, family gathering ' 
at your home or the office party.... 

We Can Make It Extraordinary!!! '1 

2 A 1 1 . 0 0 
Perfect for Easter Dinner! 

Joe's Gourmet to go...Hot & Ready to Serve! 
I J o e ' s J o e ' s 

S p i r a l G l a z e d 
H a m 

$ 6 . 9 9 b 

J o e ' s J 
G l a z e d C a r r o t s 

s 1 . 9 9 , , 

J o e ' s 
A p p l e P i e 

Delicious 
$ 8 . 9 9 

I 

Casserole or 
Scalloped Potatoes 

$ 3 . 9 9 lb . 

(Save $1.00) 

Angel Food Caket 
$ 2.99 I 

Long Stem Dipped 
Strawberries 
$ 1.99 each u 

S p r i n g L o f t h o u s e 
S u g a r C o o k i e s 

$ 2 . 9 9 & u P 

B r e y e r ' s 
I c e C r e a m 

2/*8.00 
All Varieties 

Easter Lamb 
Butter Sculptures 

$ 4 . 4 9 
Great with Easter Dinner! 

B a r e m a n s 
M i l k G a l l o n s 

2/ $ 5.00 

Come Into Joe's for a Beautiful, Colorful Selection of Spring & 
Easter Lilies, Tulips, Daffodils, Floral Arrangements & Corsages. 

All of us at Joe's wish Y6m a Joyous Easter! 

http://hometownlife.com
http://www.joesproduce.com
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Correy Rossi fires up a jumper last month in the Canton High School gymnasium. The 16-year-old Canton resident 
played a key role in helping the Michigan Junior Thunderbids' wheelchair basketball team advance to last 
month's national championships in Denver, Colo. 

"The thing that separates the best wheelchair basketball players from the rest is chair skills -
the ability to maneuver the wheelchair smoothly and quickly - and Correy's skills are amazing." 

-RKUECftlKU 

. MATT, SIDNEY 

Canton sophomore Correy Rossi is pictured with the Canton varsity 
basketball team after he was presented with a varsity letter as a result of 
his accomplishments in wheelchair basketball. Rossi, was presented with the 
letter during halftime of a February Canton game. 

Canton sophomore thrives 
at wheelchair b a s k e t b a l 

BY ED WRIGHT 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

In a lot of ways, Correy 
Rossi is no different than 
most talented high school 
point guards. 

The Canton High School 
sophomore can dribble 
the ball adeptly, distribute 
thread-the-needle passes to 
cutting teammates and bury 
the mid-range jumper when 
the need arises. 

In fact, the 16-year-old 
Canton resident is such 
an accomplished basket­
ball player that he guided 
his Michigan Junior 
Thunderbirds squad to a 
national championship tour­
nament last month in Denver, 
Colo. 

The thing that separates 
Rossi from most high school 
point guards is that he accu­
mulates all of his impressive 
stats while seated in a wheel­
chair. 

After suffering a spinal-
cord injury at birth, Rossi lost 
the use of both his legs. But 
that hasn't stopped him from 
excelling in a sport that gen­
erally requires phenomenal 
footwork. 

"Correy is usually one of 
the quickest players on the 

court during our games," 
said Noelle Colwell, who co-
coaches the Thunderbirds 
with her husband, Tom. "The 
thing that separates the best 
wheelchair basketball players 
from the rest is chair skills 
— the ability to maneuver 
the wheelchair smoothly and 
quickly — and Correy's skills 
are amazing." 

Someone who has never 
witnessed a wheelchair hoop 
game at the level Rossi plays 
would justifiably assume that 
players can grab a rebound, 
set the ball in their lap, then 
push themselves up the court 
with unlimited spins of their 
wheels. 

That would be a wrong 
assumption in Rossi's case. 

"We have to dribble just 
like they do in able-bodied 
games," Rossi revealed. "We 
let the new players hold the 
ball for two pushes until they 
get used to it, but it's no dif­
ferent than regular basket­
ball. We play by NCAA rules, 
so there's no traveling." 

Fascinating feat 
How in the world does 

Rossi push the angled-in 
wheels, of his wheelchair and. 

Please see WHEELCHAIR, 8 4 

Popular Plymouth 
coach Kim Renzi 
dies at age 39 

BY ED WRIGHT 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Following a valiant months-long battle 
against cancer, former Plymouth High 
School freshmen volleyball coach Kim 
Renzi died Saturday at the age of 39. 

She is survived by her husband, Todd, 
and two young daughters. 

Renzi, who was featured in an Observer 
feature article last fall, was diagnosed with 
an aggressive form of cancer a short time 
after she accepted the volleyball coaching 
job in August of2008. 

Although her time with the team was 
brief, the personable mentor made a lasting 
impression on her players and co-coaches. 

The short time she coached her fresh­
man volleyball team meant more to her 
than just about anything else she has done," 
said Todd Renzi. "She talked about Tier 
girls' all the time. It brought me and my 
daughters a great deal of comfort to know 
that she was able to do that." 

A freshmen volleyball tournament was 
organized last fall to assist the Renzi family. 
Plans are under way to make it an annual 
event that will assist other families in need, 
confirmed Todd Renzi. 

1 do not have the words to express how 
much the support from the community 
— all the way down to the schools my 
daughters attend — have meant to our fam­
ily,''he concluded. 

RENA LAVERTY 

Plymouth's Ryan Hayes celebrates his game-winning goaf with 4:26 left 
in Tuesday's 3-2 victory over Windsor. Hayes' teammate A . J . Jenks is 
pictured in the background. 

Spits get 'Hayes-ed' 
by Whalers'late goal 

BY ED WRIGHT 
OBSERVER STAFF. WRITER 

After dropping two straight games of "Crazy 
Eights," the Plymouth Whalers won a battle of 
"Hearts" Tuesday night at Compuware Arena. 

In a heart-pounding contest that tested both 
teams' intestinal fortitude, the Whalers dead­
locked their Ontario Hockey League Western 
Conference semifinal series with Windsor at two 
games all with an edge-of-your-seat, bluercoU j 
lar 3-2 triumph over the No. 1-seeded Spitfires in 
game 4. 

Windsor captured games 2 and 3 by resound­
ing scores of 8-1 and 8-2, but you wouldn't have 
known it by the way the hosts played during the 
opening 39 minutes Tuesday evening wl̂ enthey 
secured a.solid 2-0 advantage. ' }• •'CP *;. 

The Spits battled back to knot the game at 2-2 
before 'scrappy Whalers forward Ryan Hayeŝ  skat­
ed into the hero's role. .. 

The 5-foot-9,179-pound native of Syracuse, 
, N.Y., lit the lamp with 4:26 to play after ricochet­

ing the puck off the back leg of Windsd)* |;oalie 
Andrew Engelage from a near-impdMblWhgle 
near the, corner of the boards. 

"It seems like Ryan gets all of our bigĵ nes," 
said Plymouth head coach Mike Vellucei:-"He has 
a knack for scoring big goals. It's something you 
can't teach. He just knows how to do it. He doesn't 
score.many in the blowouts. He usually gets his in 
the 4-3, 3-2 games." 

"It was kind of a scramble play," recalled Hayes, 
recounting his clutch shot. "I knew we had to get 

Please see W H A L E R S , B 4 

GAME 
WRAPS 

Canton LAX team falls 
Canton's boys lacrosse team 

dropped a 13-4 decision to 
Novi on Saturday. The Chiefs ' 
trailed just 3-2 after one 
quarter before the Wildcats 
extended their advantage to 
9-3 at the half. 

Matt Rodgers led the Chiefs 
with three goals while Jake 
Underwood added one. Alex 
Loiselle chipped in an assist 

Novi upends 
Saiem netters 

Salem's girls tennis team 
opened its 2009 campaign 
with an 8-1 setback to Novi. 

• Salem coach Lin Ware 
said the loss to the powerful 
Wildcats was not a reflection 
of her team's potential. 

"I have the best team I've 
had in seven years," said Warn 
"We are very deep and have 
players at all flights this year. 
We have two freshmen in the 
singles lineup. 

"The scores in singles don't 
reflect how close the matches 
were." 

The Rocks' lone point 
came when the No. 5 doubles 
team of Emma Vanhoof and. 
Bethany Haller ousted Novi's 
tandem of Ashley Aljadah and 
MengMeng Je, 2-6,6-2,6-3; 

Novi captured all four sin­
gles matches: Amanda Border 
defeated Alii Carpenter, 6-0, 
6-2, at No. 1; Sara Carlson 
edged Linda Ling, 6-0,6-3 
at No. 2; Abby Wang swept 
Anna Norman, 6-1,6-1, at No. 
3; and Jennifer Felcher outhit 
Morgan Spencer, 6-1,6-0. 

In doubles action, Novi's 
Lauren Felcher and Julia 
Thomas outpointed Salem's 
Rachel Norman and Ariel 
Rqjo at No. 1; Jenna Snyder 
and Megan Wenzl upended 
Kerry MacDonald and Alex 
Lamb, 6-2,6-3, at No. 2; 
Andrea Lollo and Meggie 
Riegel outplayed Victoria 
Brotz and Kayla Zabowski, 7-5 
and 6-3, at No. 3; and Natalie 

*Murphy and Shaheen Skeikh 
edged Ashley Davis and Katie 
Fletcher, 6-1,6-4, at No. 4 . 
doubles. 

Coaches: Please 
report results 

Local high school spring 
sports coaches are encour­
aged to report their results to 
Plymouth/Canton Observer 
Sports Editor Ed Wright 

whether their team wins or 
loses; or tt̂ y're home or away. 

Wright can be reached at 
(734) 578-2767 or at ewright© 
hometownlifexom. 

The deadline for^Thursday 
: print editions of the Observer 
isll p.m. on Tuesdays. The 
deadline for Sunday print edi­
tions of the paper is Friday at 
11 p.m. 

Results of games reported 
to Wright will appear on 
www.hometownlife.com the 
following morning. 

YMCA volleyball 
The Plymouth YMCA is 

forming spring volleyball 
leagues for girls between the 
ages of 8 and 12. The ses­
sion will run from April 20 
through June 5. 

YMCA volleyball is a great 
opportunity for girls to learn 
me fundamental skills of 
volleyball in a safe and fun 
environment. There will be 
one practice per week and one 
game per week on Friday eve­
nings. The cost of the program 
is $71 for YMCA members or 
$103 for community mem­
bers. 

Individual memberships 
are $39 yearly and annual 
family memberships are $59. 
All participants need a YMCA 
reversible youth sports jersey, 
thecostofwhichis$15. ' 
. Programs are filled on a 
fĥ t-come-flrst-served basis. 
For more information on this 
season or other YMCA pro­
grams; visit www.ymcadetroit 
org or call the office at (734); 
453-2904. £ 5 


