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Giving Circle

Giving Hope Women's Giving
Circle will host an educational
evening focusing on women’s heart
health at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
April 8, at the Plymouth Arts
Council. The event, which will
feature Oakwood Health System
cardiologist Peter Mancini I1,
M.D., is open o all women in the
community,

The American Heart
Association states that cardio-
vascular disease is the leading
killer of women over the age
of 25, claiming nearly twice as
many women in the United States
than all types of cancer, includ-
ing breast cancer. Dr. Mancini
will discuss the risk factors and
explain how women can play an
active role in achieving and main-
taining their heart’s health.

The event will begin with light,
heart-healthy refreshments.

Dr. Mancini’s presentation will
be followed by a question and
answer period, desserts and cof-
fee. The evening should conclude
by 9 p.m. There is no charge to
attend, but reservations are rec-
ommended and space is limited.
The Plymouth Arts Council is
located at 774 N. Sheldon Road,
Plymouth. To make your res-
ervation, contact the Canton
Community Foundation at (734)
495-1200 or e-mail givinghopew-
ge@gmail.com.

Giving Hope Women'’s Giving
Circle provides grantmaking ini-
tiatives that address the needs of
wommnen and families in Plymouth
and Canton, creates an endow-
ment fund for the future, and
builds a community of women phi-
{anthropists. There are currently
63 women in the Giving Circle and
new members are always welcome.

Dog park fund-raiser

The Friends of the Canton Dog
Park need your help. The group
will host its “Dining to Donate”
fund-raiser at Applebee’s, located
at 43500 Ford Road in Canton.
The restaurant will donate 15
percent of your bill on April 6-8 to
the proposed three-acre dog park
in Cherry Hill Village.

Just present your server with an
official flier, which are available
at Summit on the Park, and your
donation will help make the dog
park a reality.

For more information, call (734)
394-5310.

Mom to Mom sale

Connection Church in Canton
will hold its Spring Mom to Mom
Sale on Saturday, April 4, from
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Table rentals
are gold to capacity with more
than 75 moms selling their kids’
clothes, toys, baby equipment,
ete. There is a $1 admission.
Connection Church is located at
3855 Sheldon Road in Canton,
just North of Michigan Avenue.

A new beginning

Amish workers began to assemble a historic silo this week in Cherry Hill Village next to the Cady-

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Boyer Barn. The silo, which is made of cast concrete plates that fit together and reinforced by

steel bands, was recently moved from an old farm near Ford and Ridge roads and is one of the last

remaining in the township. For more photos and a story, please see page A8.

BY TONY BRUSCATOD
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton Township and
Livonia are moving forward
with discussions on the con-
solidation of police and fire
department dispatch centers.

Canton Executive Director
John Santomauro said the next
step is for consultant Plante &
Moran to develop a feasibility
study on consolidation.

“They are doing the major-
ity of the consolidation stud-
ies, right now, in the state,”
Santomauro said. “They are
gathering some preliminary
information for us for the
purpose of submitting a grant
request through various fund-
ing sources to hopefully fund
the consolidation study.”

Santomauro said there
is money available through
Wayne County for studies on
consolidation of services.

“Our purpose is to evaluate
the efficiency of the merger of
dispatch and the cost-effec-
tiveness,” Santomauro said.
“At the end of the day, if we
end up with a cost-effective
way to deliver dispatch service
and both communities are
assured the dispatch center is
accountable in delivering ser-
vices, we certainly will move
in that direction.”

Livonia Police Chief Bob
Stevenson said he's excited
about the possibilities.

“Such as the synergy that

Canton, Livonia
optimistic about
merging dispatch

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Vhat is your opinion about -
Canton and Livonia exploring the
possibility of sharing dispatch
services to save money? E-mail
your thoughts to editor Kurt.
Kuban at kkuban@hometowsiife.
com or post @ comment on.olr-
Webh site hometownlife.com. -

comes with the two depart-
ments working together,
which allows for the same’
amount of work to be done,
but overall would cost less,”
Stevenson said. “The reality
of today’s world is that we no
longer can do business as we
always have, so we need to
look at partnerships.

“We would be deing a dis-
service to our communities if
we didn’t look to combine ser-
vices where we can,” he added.
“Regionalization of services is
driving the bus right now, and
this is one of those projects.”

Canton Finance Director
Rick Eva said it costs the.
township about $1.1 million.
annually to pay salaries and: -
benefits for the township’s
dispatch center, which has 18
dispatchers. :

One immediate common
goal for the two communities,
which helped spur the discus-
sions, is the fact the Livonia

Please see DISPATCH, A4

Township will use federal money to make buildings energy-efficient

BY TOKY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton Township officials received
word late last week the township was
awarded $754,000 in federal stimulus
money for energy-efficiency projects.
And by Monday afternoon, they had an
idea where to spend it.

The Energy Efficlency and
Conservation Block Grant Program
provides grants to local and state gov-
ernments to fund projects that improve
energy efficiency by reducing energy .
use and fossil fuel emissions. Canton’s
share came from $76.6 million in
EECBG money given to Michigan.

Township officials originally submit-
ted 26 projects totaling $41 million for
funding with stimulus money.

“We had five areas on our list of 26
projects that we planned to focus on,”

Tim Faas, township municipal services
director, said following a Monday meet-
ing to decide where the money will be
spent. “That totaled $10.4 million.”
With less than a tenth of that to spend,
Faas said the township will whittle the
list down to several main areas.
“Energy-cfficiency retrofits at our
buildings is one,” Faas said. “We bhad
targeted $1.23 million in projects, so
our staff is going through and priori-
tizing them. They include a solar proj-
ect for the Summit on the Park, park-

ing lot lighting around township facili--

ties, high bay lighting — big spaces
that need to be lighted — and heating
and cooling controls in our facilities.”
Gregg King, facilities coordinator,
said some of the money will be used
for a solar energy heating and humid-
ity control project for the Summit on
the Park, which will include more than

100 panels on top of the Summit.

“The water that goes into the boil-
ers will be preheated so that the boil-
ers won't have to heat the water as
much,” King said. “Not only to heat the
building, but the water for the three
swimming pools, hot tub, showers and
kitchen areas.”

King said the plan will also help
capture heat that escapes through the
roof.

“We will use that heat to assist us in
preheating the water, which — in turn
— will keep us for using the heaters
as much,” he said. “Everything we can
do to preheat that water helps us save
energy in the long run.”

Faas said he confirmed Monday with
the Department of the Environment
the stimulus money is a 100-percent
grant, with no matching money from
the township required.
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(CAI) Kim Larrow
disappeared in
< 1981 at the age

of 15. She was
last seen alive
at the Sfroh's
lce Cream shop

il

in Canton.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

. Police don't believe exhumed
body is missing Canton teen

person who did the re-creation, is that

Canton will use federal stimulus
money to make township buildings
more energy efficient, including a
solar energy heating and humidity
controf project at Summit on the
Park. More than 100 panels will be
placed on top of the Summit.

Free
Checking

Convenience you expect.

on Sheldon Road

Tt appears it's back to square one for
Canton Township police detectives in a 27-
vear-old disappearance case of a teen girl,

Detective Kenneth Robinson said noth-
ing definitive came out of last month’s
exhumation of the body of an unidenti-
fied young woman whose body washed up
along the Lake Erie shoreline in Monroe
in 1981. Canton police were hopeful of
learning if the body — wearing only a
plaid shirt and a cord wrapped around her
neck — was that of 15-year-old Kim Marie
Larrow, a recurring runaway who was last
seen alive at the Stroh’s Ice Cream shop
on Sheldon Road in June 1981.

“Basically what we've learned so far,
according to the Michigan State Police

it appears the person exhumed showed
characteristics of being older than Kim
Larrow,” Robinson said. “We beiieve it’s
not Kim, but that’s not scientifically veri-
fied by DNA.

“The investigation is still ongoing, and
we continue to follow up on any leads we
come across,” he added. “We haven't got-
ten any new leads from the public. We're
still going through the process because
you never know what piece is the one that
puts it all together.”

Robinson said Larrow had been living
with her father in Dundee before she went
missing. She had been visiting with her

‘Qutstanding service

{34} 4551200 (87 93120 wil free  wenacloong

you deserve.

, CoMMUNITY
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mother in Canton for about a we_ek before

Prymours Cawnrton Norrrvitig Nowt

she disappeared.
“We would like to find out what happened
and get closure for the family,” he said.
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Book signing

Canton author and pho-
tographer Cheryl A. Vatcher-
Martin has published her lat-
est book, Hatku For You: With
Some One Room School House
History. She’ll be autograph-
ing copies at the Westland
Library 2 p.m. Saturday, April
4,

Her latest full-color chil-
dren’s book includes a hand-
ful of historic photographs
of one room school houses
from the 1800s.

Included are photo-
graphs of Canton Center
School, Canton, Michigan,
Cherry Hill School, also
of Canton, Perrinsville
One Room School House
from Westland, Hart’s One
Room School House in
Frankenmuth and District
No. One’s 1839 One Room
School House in Romulus.

Rising to the challenge

A group of Piymouth Christian Academy third graders competed in the
Destination ImagiNation Challenge March 7 at Utica High Scheol. The team,
comprised of Seth Marano, Phiflip Morby, Jenny Seyfried, Ann Stein, Emilee
The and Taylor Ufford, along with team manager and teacher Rebecca
Ufford, researched wood types and strengths, performed structural
analysis, joint analysis, and experimented with different designs. They
developed engineering skills while keeping time management and teamwork

in focus. The team, pictured here just before taking the stage to present The book can be purchased
their Academy Award-inspired skit, earned second place at the Region 8 online through Amazon.com
tournament and wifl advance to the state finals to be held April 4 at Central  and other retailers.

Michigan University,
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Tax help

Do you know how the
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009
affects you? Want to know
which tax credits you qualify
for and how to get them?

The Canton Public Library
and H&R Block have part-
nered 1o present a free pro-
gram on April 5 at 1 p.m. to
help residents learn how the
stimulus package affects them
and how to prepare to claim
these tax credits on their
income tax form.

Phyllis Wood, H&R Block
tax specialist, will tell you
how to plan for and document
tax eredits, what informa-
tion you'll need for your tax
return and some of the differ-
ences between this year and
last year’s allowances. You'll
receive information on the
qualifications for provisions
of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act and how
they might apply to you. H&R
Block specialists will also be
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available for questions after
the talk regarding individual
COMCEerns.

“We feel that it is important
10 inform the public in general
about these credits so that
they have the correct informa-
tion to get them at tax time
next year. These credits do not
affect only first time home-
buyers; but the unemployed,
low income earners, college
students and people mak-
ing repairs to their homes, to
name a few,” said Wood.

This free program will be
held in the Community Room
at the Canton Public Library,
1200 8. Canton Center Road
in Canton. For more informa-
tion, call the library at (734)
397-0999.

Perennial exchange

Canton’s Community
Excellence Committee will
hold its fourth annual peren-
nial exchange in conjunction
with Canton’s Farmers Market
on Sunday, May 3 from 2-11
a.m. at the historic Bartlett-
Travis House, located at 500
N. Ridge Road. The exchange
is open to everyone and is
an excellent opportunity to
exchange plants, meet other
gardeners, and share garden
designs and ideas.

In order to participate,
gardeners will need to thin
out their extra perennials
and place them in a bag that

Call to Schedule! 88
Sign-up an the s
day and receive

is clearly labeled. Tables will
be set up at the event to place
perennials; however you do
not need to bring a perennial
in order to participate in the
exchange.

In addition to the exchange,

.Canton’s Farmers Market will

be open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.an.
and will offer fresh produce,
organic foods, distinctive edi-
bles, live plants and other mer-
chandise. This will be the third
season for Canton’s Farmers
Market which will be open
every Sunday, rain or shine,
from April 26 -Qct. 25. To
find more information about
Canton’s growing Farmers
Market visit leisure.canton-
mi.org or contact the market
master at (734) 394-5323.

Adopt-A-Road event

Volunteers are sought to help
clean up the shoulders along
Geddes Road and Beck Road
on Saturday, May 2, at 9 a.m.
for the Adopt-A-Road program.
Picking up the trash and debris
from the roadside and ditches
not only makes the area lock
better, it also cuts down on pol-
tution of the soil and water that
occurs during runoff.

Wayne County trash bags
and reflective vests will be
supplied for the morning
event. Call Greg Greene at
(734) 855-6192 or see WWW.
gegreene.biz for more informa-
tion and to volunteer.
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Four W-W elementaries get
media center makeovers

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Four more Wayne-Westland
elementary schools will be get-
ting a makeover of their media
centers.

. The Wayne-Westland school
aboard approved using $1.71
million from the district’s
sinking fund for media cen-
ter additions and remodeling
projects for P.D, Graham and
Madison Elementaries in
Westland, Hicks Elementary
in Inkster and Hoover
Elementary in Wayne.

The board also approved
spending $187,233 for such
furnishings as tables, chairs,
bookeases and circulation
desks, and $146,000 to repair
an underground steam pipe at
Marshall Middle School. Both
will be paid for with money
from the district’s Building
and Site Fund.

According to Doug
Underwood of McCarthy &
Smith Inc., the district’s con-
struction manager, work on
the media centers at Hicks,
Hoover and Graham will
begin when school ends in
June. Once those projects are
completed, the focus will shift
to Madison where two court-
yards will be filled to create a
new office and media center.
That work should start around
Christmas. Three of the
sehools also will get air condi-
tioning — Madison, Hicks and
Hoover. P.D. Graham already
has it.

“That’s the No. 1 complaint
that I hear from parents

'is air conditioning,” said

board President Martha
Pitsenbarger.

Underwood added that the
district received almost 150

bids for its 25 requests.

“The bids came in very
favorable to the budget,”
Underwood told the board.
“T'his is definitely a buyer’s
market.”

“With a combination of
scheduling and what's going on

with the economy we are able '

to keep them on the job longer
which makes it more attrac-
tive to bidders,” added Gary
Martin, deputy superintendent
for administrative and busi-
ness services.

In response to a question, -
Underwood told board mem-
bers that at least two more
schools — Kettering and

- Elliott — are still in need of

media center renovations.

The district is in the sixth
year of the 10-year Sinking
Fund program. Moeney for
projects like second gym-
nasiums 2t John Glenn and
Wayne Memorial High Schools
and elementary media cen-
ters at Patchin, Edison and
Schweitzer Elementaries is
generated through the 1-mill
tax levy approved by voters in
2003.

Any useful furniture from
the media centers will be
reused, however, with the
expanded space, new furniture
is needed, school officials said.

The work at Marshall will
focus on the piping for the
boiler system which is start-
ing to fail, Underwood said.
The piping is underground in a
tunnel that runs to the north-
east corner of the school.

“We’'ll replace some of the
structure and all the piping
and concrete in the tunnel,” he
added. “You'll basically have a
new system.”

smason@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751
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Two businesses cited
for selling to minors

;

The Canton Police
Department’s Special
Enforcement Unit conducted
alcohol and tobacco sales checks
during the month of March. The
department sent a decoy minor
into 19 local businesses to pur-
chase either alcohol or tobacco.
According to police, two busi-
nesses sold to a minor decoy,
while 17 refused the sale,

The Sunoco gas station at
42495 Joy Road, and the BP
gas station at 45495 Michigan

Police investigating another rash

it

Canton Police reported a
rash of larcenies from automo-
biles that occurred last week-
end throughout the township.

The suspects entered vehi-

Avenue, were both cited for
selling tobacco to a miner.
The Special Enforcement
Unit has performed alco-
hol and tobaceo compliance

.checks at local businesses for

the past several years, and
uses a “zere tolerance” enforce-
ment strategy when dealing

“with violations of alcohol and

tobacco sales to minors.
Under local ordinance,

aleohol sales to-under age

persons as the result of an

cles which were left unlocked

and took items such as wal-

lets, iPods, purses and cell
phones. _
Canton police caution if you

Check us out on the
Web every day at
hometownlife.com
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" undercover operation result in

a civil infraction ticket being
issued to the server or sales-
person with a fine of not more
than $100. The establishment
is cited for a Liguor Control
Commission (LCC) violation,
resulting in an administrative
hearing with the LCC.

Sales of tobacco products to
persons under age 18 result in
a misdemeanor ticket being
issued to thé sales person with
a fine of up to $50.

of car break-ins

park in the street or in your
driveway take an extra minute
to remove all items of value
and make certain the vehicle
doors are locked.

DISPATCH

FROM PAGE Al

Police Department'is in the
process of replacing its radio
system and Canton police are

- looking to buy one.

Both Santomaure and
Stevenson believe if they can
make dispatch consolidation
work, it could lead to other
combined services and expand
to other communities.

“If this concept bécomes a
reality, we're very optimistic
this will open the door for an
even larger consolidation of
dispatch in the western Wayne
County area,” Santomauro
said. “One natural evolution of
central dispatch is consolida-
tion of lockup facilities.”
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CANTON COP CALLS
Assault and battery Designer eyeglasses stolen

Police were called to the 40900 block of

Crossbow Circle on March 30 after a neigh-
bor in the complex reported loud noises and
arguing. A 27-year-old man told police nothing

-occurred, despite the fact he was bleeding from

fresh cuts and scratches. A 37-vear-old woman
also said she didn't know what happened. Police
arrested the woman on charges of assault and
battery.

Champagne larceny

A 19-year-old Canton man was charged with

larceny for stealing two bottles of cham-
pagne, a “Plymouth Football” fleece and two
packages of candy from Meijer, 45001 Ford
Road, on March 28,

STOHN PROWDENCE PARK HOSPITAL

HEALTH
SYRTEM

A PASSION far H’EALENG

Police are investigating the theft of nearly

$2,000 in eyeglass frames from Pearle
Vision, 43271 Ford Road, in Canton on March
28. A customer told an employee that a man
walked in, went to the Gueci case and put four

or five frames in his pocket before leaving. The -

frames were reportedly worth $400-$500 each

Picked up on warrant

Canton pohee stopped acar on Belleville Road

near Van Born on March 27becanseofan
obstructed plate. The driver was taken into custody
for driving without a license, as well for an outstand-
ing warrant on the same charge. The officer aslked for
identification from the passengers and arrested one
for an outstanding warrant in Washtenaw County.

_ __-866;_5(}'“)8(5 for information.
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