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CONNECTION 

Public works award 
Canton's Public Works 

Division was recently awarded 
two "Project of the Year" awards 
from the American Public Works 
Association (APWA) Michigan 
Chapter. One award was given for 
their work on the Lower Rouge 
River Sanitary Relief Sewer, 
while the other was given for their 
work on the Lower Rouge River 
Recreation Trail. 

The A?WA Project of the Year 
Award was established to promote 
excellence in the management and 
administration of public works 
projects. 

"These projects are a great 
example of how inter-departmen­
tal staff, together with staff from 
outside agencies, like the MDEQ, 
Wayne County, Alliance of Rouge 
Communities, can achieve a goal 
that benefits the public and the 
environment at the lowest possi­
ble cost," said Municipal Services 
Director Tim Faas. 

Both projects were awarded 
for criteria including the use of 
good construction management 
techniques and completion of the 
project on schedule, safety per­
formance, community relations 
to minimize public inconvenience 
due to construction, and aware­
ness for the need to protect the 
environment difring the project. 

The projects will now be eligible 
for the APWA National Awards 
competition with a recommenda­
tion from the Michigan Chapter. 
Public Works will receive their 
award plaques in May during the 
Annual State Conference at the 
Boyne Mountain Resort. 

In concert 
Merrill Osmond, the lead singer 

of the 1970s music group the 
Osmonds, will appear free for two 
local performances. 

Osmond will perform at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, April 4, at the 
western campus of the Wayne 
County Community College 
District at 9555 Haggerty Road 
in Belleville. He also will appear 
one day later at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, 
April 5, at the Westland Stake 
Center of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints at 
7575 N. Hix Road, east of Warren 
Road, according to a press release. 

Penn auction 
The fourth annual 

"PENNdemonium" Dinner 
Auction to benefit Friends of the 
Penn will take place Friday, May 
8, at the Meeting House Grand 
Ballroom in downtown Plymouth. 

This exciting evening includes 
hors d'oeuvres, plated dinner 
with your choice of entree, full 
open bar, dessert, raffle, live and 
silent auction, music and dancing. 

. For reservations, email tickets© 
friendsofthepenn.org; stop by the 
Penn Box Office during movie 
hours or call (734) 453-0870. 
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Peter Nielson applauds fourth-grader Janay Shepard 
Dela Cruz (right) also helped in the demonstration. • 

T u r n o f f t h 
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ping demonstrate pushups. Third-grader John Paul 

ames 
Fitness guru stresses importance of exercise, eating right to students 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Hundreds of second- through fifth-graders 
at Bentley Elementary in Canton learned first 
hand about the importance of eating healthy 
and exercising regularly from a man who is 
well-known throughout the country for his 
eating and exercise habits. 

Peter Nielsen, a metro Detroit fitness guru, 
told his young audience he went from learn­
ing he had Crohn's (lower intestine) disease as 
a teenager — weighing only 86 pounds — to 
becoming a five-time Mr. America and two-
time Mr. Universe champion. 

"The state pf Michigan needs to do better 
when it comes to fitness," Nielsen said to a 
gym full of students. "This generation will not 
fmtlive their parents because of obesity, juve­
nile diabetes, high cholesterol and high blood 
pressure." 

Nielsen used student volunteers to dem­
onstrate bicep curls, how to use an exercise 
cable, do pushups and jump rope — all exer­
cises that can be done at home at a low cost. 

"Jumping rope burns 12 calories a minute," 
Nielsen said. "It burns more calories than the 
treadmill, elliptical and riding a bike. 

Please see FITNESS, A2 

What's your plan? 
Everyone should know what to 

do when severe weather strikes 
B Y TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Kathy Rich has a plan — one she hopes she'll never 
have to use. 

Rich, an emergency management planner for Canton 
Township, is part of the administrative unit which 
prepares emergency procedures in case of a disaster 
— such as tornados, thunderstorms, high winds, light­
ning and flooding. 

"We've been fortunate, we haven't had any disas­
ters since I've been here," said Rich, who has worked 
in Canton since 2005 after a similar position in Ann 
Arbor from 1990-98. "We've had minimal damage. The 
tornado that hit Plymouth and Plymouth Township last 
summer was the closest we've gotten." 

Today begins Severe 
TIPS FOR EMERGENCIES 
• Buy a weather radio and/or a. -
battery-operated radio 
• Sign up for Canton's Silent 
Alert e-mail 
• ' Watch the Canton cable televi­
s i o n , as well as the local tefevi-. -
sion and radio stations 
• During tornado warnings, get : ' 
to lowest level of a home or build­
ing, preferably the basement 

Weather Awareness 
Week, and Rich warns 
residents to prepare 
for the unthinkable 
before it happens. 
That includes having a 
plan in place for your 
family or business, 
making sure everyone 
knows where to go and 
what to do in case of 
severe weather. 

Sitting outside his 
Westminister Way 
home, Dennis Standiford said he's prepared. 

"We're aware of what to do (in the event of a tornado). 
I'd get in the basement," said Standiford, 65. "We've got 
a weather radio that automatically comes on, and on my 
computer I have links to several different weather sites. 

"When I was in the Marines, I was an aviation weath­
er observer, so I have some background," he added. 

Rich said that even though Canton has severe weath­
er sirens, that's not a fool-proof plan to depend on. 

"The problem with storms is that sometimes we don't 
have the time to get the warning out," Rich said. "We rec­
ommend people get a weather radio, sign up for our Silent 
Alert e-mail, watch the (Canton) cable television, as well 
as the local television and radio stations. Probably the 
most important thing you can have is a battery-operated 
radio so if the power goes out, you have communication. 

"During a tornado warning, you want to be at the 
lowest level of the building, preferably the basement 
under a stairwell or table in case debris falls," she 
added. "Or go into a room with as many walls as you 

Please see WEATHER, A2 

Canton receiving federal funds to 'go green' 
B Y TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Canton Township has received 
word it's receiving $754,100 in feder­
al stimulus money from the Energy 
Efficiency and Conservation Block 
Grant,Program. 

It's Canton's share of Michigan's 
$76.6 million in EECBG stimulus 
money received from the federal gov­
ernment. 
' "It's for a host of different energy-
efficiency projects, everything from 
doing an energy audit to energy 
retrofit," Canton Municipal Services 
Director Tim Faas said. "Those are 
projects like more efficient lighting, 
heating and air conditioning systems; 

reducing greenhouse emissions from 
landfills; and energy-efficient traffic 
signals and street lights." 

The EECBG money, funded 
by President Obama's American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, can 
also be used to support the develop­
ment and implementation of advanced 
building codes and inspections, the 
creation of financial incentive pro­
grams for energy-efficiency improve­
ments, transportation programs that 
conserve energy and renewable energy 
installations on government buildings. 

Faas said Canton Township offi­
cials will sit down Monday to begin 
discussing where to use the money. 

"We're going to prioritize a list 
from the projects we submitted," 

Faas said. "The grant requires an 
energy-efficiency plan, something 
we've been working on for a week. 
We'll get down to details." 

Supervisor Phil LaJoy is ready to 
begin the process of where to spend 
the money. 

"This is a great opportunity for 
Canton," LaJoy said. "We are very 
fortunate to be receiving this grant, 
and in this day and age we need to 
be resourceful with our dollars." 

Canton submitted a list of 26 proj­
ects for stimulus money. While the 
grant is good news, it's not enough to 
pay for the top two priorities submit­
ted by the township. 

"We had $1.23 million in build­
ing energy retrofits, so the money 

wouldn't cover all that," Faas said. 
"We want to replace the ball field 
lighting at the Canton Softball 
Center, but that's estimated at $1 
million. We'll probably have to go 
down the list a little further. 

"The one thing we don't know is 
if there's a match requirement," he, 
added. "At least the money has been 
allocated to the community. Now we 
just have to figure out our priorities 
and how we intend to use it." 

It's the second time federal stimulus 
money has been allocated to Canton 
within the past few weeks. Canton will 
receive $4.7 million to widen Canton • 
Center to five lanes from Cherry Hill 
to Palmer, as well as intersection 
upgrades at Warren and Lilley. 

Everyday hero 
Canton Township Trustee Syed Taj (right) presents Gary Burns with a certificate recognizing his heroic 
a man last year. The White Lake Township man and Yazaki employee risked his own life by running out i 
wheelchair-bound man from a burning truck on Haggerty Road. For the story please see page A 3 . 

http://friendsofthepenn.org
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can get between you and the 
outdoors." 

Canton Township is in the 
last year of a five-year plan to 
replace all 14 warning sirens, 
while adding two more. Many 
times people complain they 
can't hear the sirens when 
they're activated by the Canton 
Police Department. 

"With the new construc­
tion, homes are sealed pretty 
well so most people won't hear 
the sirens," Rich said. "They 
are mainly for people who are 
outdoors, at golf courses and 
parks. Our police dispatch gets 
the warnings from the National 
Weather Service and knows 
when to activate the sirens." 

The plan designed by 
Rich and the Emergency 
Management Unit is detailed. 

"The police and fire depart­
ment have the first priority 
of safety and protecting life 
and property," Rich said. 
"Municipal Services and the 
DPW have a cleanup plan in 
place. Our Leisure Services 
Department is responsible 
in case there's an evacuation, 
helping the Red Cross with 
coordinating shelters and 
transportation. We even have 
area veterinarians ready to 
shelter pets." 

For information on how 
to stay safe during emergen­
cies, visit the Canton Public 
Safety Department's Web site 
at www.cantonpublicsafety. 
org and select the Emergency 
Management tab. 
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"You need to be active about 
45-60 minutes a day," he 
added. "Playing video games 
too much is not exercise." 

Will Oswald, 7, a second-
grader, was one of those who 
was chosen to demonstrate 
jumping rope. 

"Working out is good for you 
because if you don't exercise 
you could get headaches or 
stuff, and that's bad," said Will, 
who said he exercises regularly. 
"I sometimes jump rope and do 
some running outside." 

Fifth-grader Jillian Yuhas, 
10, said she learned some new 
habits, including the impor­
tance of starting the day with 
breakfast. 

"I never really noticed how 
important nutrition is, like eat­
ing breakfast every morning," 
Jillian said. "I think I can get in 
more shape by being more ath­
letic and becoming healthier." 

Bentley physical education 
teacher Rick Barbour said 
it was great having Nielsen 
expound on some of the same 
life lessons he talks about 
in class. However, Barbour 
laments that students get only 
45 minutes of physical educa­
tion class a week. 

"If we're serious about kids' 
health, 45 minutes a week 
would be unacceptable," 
Barbour said. "And we wouldn't 
have pizza or ice cream in our 
cafeterias." 

»H0T0S BY T O M HAWLEY ! STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Bentley Elementary second-grader Paul Schmidt helps lead the students in an exercise, to increase their heart rate 
as part of the fitness assembly. 

Fitness guru Peter Nielsen talks to 
the students about the importance 
of regular exercise. 
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Peter Nielsen shows off his muscle, as fifth-graders Scott Miller and 
Samantha Howell participate in the fitness assembly at Bentley Elementary. 
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THE CONSEQUENCES 
OF MEGLECT 

If you have ever wondered 
what would happen If you 
neglected to brush and floss your 
teeth, a study was once 
undertaken in which a group of 
dental students were asked to 
give up oral hygiene for 21 days, 
At the end of the three weeks, all 
exhibited signs of plaque, gingivttis, 
and overt clinical inflammation, 
Without daily flossing plaque (a 
sticky, colorless substance that 
forms daily on teeth) builds 
between teeth. In as little as two 
days, plaque can transform itself 
into a hard substance,' called 
calculus (also known as tartar), 
which may only be removed with 
professional cleaning, Then, it may 
not be long before periodontal 
disease begins between teeth, 
where a toothbrush cannot reach, 

Our purpose in presenting "this 
column is to exhibit the virtues of 
professional care in achieving and 
maintaining a healthy, vibrant 
smile. Through a combination of 
proven techniques and innovative 
technology, plus communication 
and compassionate concern, we 
attempt to move our patients 
toward an optimum state of oral 
health, When was your last dental 
checkup? Now is a good time to 
schedule an appointment at 496 
W. Ann Arbor Trail, Ste. 201, 
Plymouth, for comprehensive 
dental care. We are located one 
block east of Kellogg Park in 
downtown Plymouth.' You "can 
reach us at 734453*413. 

P.S. Toxins produced by gingival 
infections can destroy the 
supporting tissues around 'the 
teeth, including bone, which leads 
to tooth loss. 

http://www.cantonpublicsafety
http://hometownlife.com
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The right place at 
Canton officials honor the efforts of two 'heroes' 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

On May 2 9 of last year, 
Gary Burns of White Lake 
Township was at the Twist & 
Shake on Haggerty Road, just 
south of Ford Road, when he 
noticed a smoking truck in the 
left turn lane on Haggerty. 

Moments later, the pickup 
was engulfed in flames and 
the driver began yelling for 
help. The man in the truck, 
64-year-old Michael Kulp of 
New Boston, is wheelchair-
bound and was unable to get 
out of his burning vehicle. 
Burns ran to the truck, pulled 
Kulp out and carried him to 
safety. Burns and another man 
then went back and retrieved 
Kulp's wheelchair. 

For his heroic efforts, Burns 
— an employee of Yazaki 
North America in Canton 
— was honored by the Canton 
Township Board of Trustees 
Tuesday night. 

"I wasn't sure what I was going 
to do, the smoke was heavy and 
the traffic wasn't stopping," said 
Kulp. "My only other choice was 
to bail out and possibly get hit by 
a car coming at me or sit there 
and get burned up. 

"Gary came running up, 
leaned over my shoulder and 
said 'Let's go,' and we went," he 
said. "Then he and his friend 
went back and got my wheel­
chair out of the back of the 
truck. That took guts, a burn­
ing truck with a 37-gallon gas 
tank. I was very grateful... he 
was an angel." 

As with many heroes, Burns 
tried to pass it off as all-in-a-
day's work. 

Canton's Robert Carlini was also recognized Tuesday for calling police when 
he noticed some suspicious characters at a local business, who were later 
arrested for trying to break into the place. 

"I was at the right place at 
the right time and I'm just 
glad to help him out," said 
Burns. "You don't think of your 
own safety, it's not what went 
through my mind. Somebody 
needed help and I helped him." 

Also honored by trustees 
was Robert Carlini of Canton, 

Opsnln 
o f t l » original 

who in October was driving to 
work when he noticed a suspi­
cious man in the parking lot of 
Tilt Landscaping Maintenance 
at Ronda Industrial Park. One 
telephone call to Canton police 
resulted in responding officers 
apprehending three suspects; 
one attempting to jump a 
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fence; a second attempting to 
climb a tree; and a third sus­
pect trying to hide between 
two landscaping trailers. 

Further investigation dis­
covered bolt cutters used to 
cut the fence to the warehouse 
lot, a tool used to grind the 
lock on a landscaping trailer 
and tools used to punch the 
ignition to a company dump 
truck. 

Police officers eventually 
discovered the suspects had 
lengthy criminal records. 

tbruscatodhometowrjlife.com I (313) 232-2637 

Gary Burns (left) and Michael Culp were reunited Tuesday, when Canton 
officials recognized Burns as a hero for his efforts in pulling Culp from a 
burning truck last year. 
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EDUCATION 
Printing teacher honored for job she loves 

BY SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Shirley Byrd's life is filled 
with printing presses and 
computers. She works "day 
and night" at a job she says 
she "absolutely loves." 

It's that commitment to 
teaching print technology 
that has garnered Byrd the 
Electronic Document Systems 
Foundation's 2008 Educator 
of the Year award. 

"I'm flabbergasted, I'm 
very thrilled, very honored," 
said Byrd, who teaches at 
the William D. Ford Career 
Technical Center in Westland. 

The Teacher of the Year 
Award is presented to aca­
demic professionals dedicated 
to the advancement of the 
industry through educa­
tion. The recipients also have 
made significant contribu­
tions in the classroom with 
their students. According 
to EDSF, "these individuals 
demonstrate leadership, and 
enthusiasm in their role as an 
educator." 

Nominees are sought from 
throughout the world. Byrd 
was nominated in 2007 by 
Michael Stinnet, a print­
ing instructor at Royal Oak , 
High School who she knows 
through Skills USA. The com­
mittee was so impressed with 
his nomination that it resub­
mitted it for this year. She 
is only the sixth high school 
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According to William D. Ford Career Technical Center Principal Ginny Kowalski, teacher Shirley Byrd's "smile is ever present." 

teacher to receive the award. 
"Shirley Byrd is a strong 

advocator of vocational/career 
education, as a graphics 
instructor, she has devoted 
herself to training students 
while assisting them in explor­
ing their passion toward their 
future careers," Stinnet wrote 
in his nomination. 

"She deserves this," said 
center Principal Ginny 
Kowalski. "She's here day and 
night. This is her life. Site's 
huge in SkillsUSA and takes 
37-40 students to the compe­
tition." 

As a high school student, 
Byrd studied commercial 
art at the Traverse Bay Area 
Career Technical Center 
for two years. She was dual 
enrolled in commercial art 
at Northwestern Michigan 
College and graphics art at 
the career center. She par­
layed that into an assistant 
teacher job in the center's 
graphics department and 
used her experience to 
acquire her vocational certi­
fication. 

She earned her bachelor of 
arts degree in graphics from 
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Ferris State University when 
the Ford center principal 
called looking for a teach­
ing assistant. Byrd took the 
call from Superintendent 
Greg Baracy and relocated 
to southeast Michigan. She 
became the graphics/printing 
instructor in 1994. 

"I used the money I saved 
for a house to get my teach­
ing degree," Byrd said. "When 
I got down here, I went to 
EMU (Eastern Michigan 
University) for my master's 
degree." 

In addition to her class­
room work, Byrd is the 
department chair, serves 
on the school improvement 
committee, is the SkillsUSA 
building coordinator and co-
chairs the career awareness 
committee for North Central 
Accreditation. 

"In any organization, there's 
always a 'go to' person, an 
individual who will give more 
than 100 percent to help the 
organization succeed," said 
Kowalski. "Shirley is that per­

son for our school." 
She has a mechanical apti­

tude that she credits to her 
father, who was a mechanic. 
She grew up fixing things and 
with a knowledge of mechan­
ics. She uses that with her 
love of art in the classroom. 

Her students learn how to 
design a layout on the com­
puter and reproduce it on a 
printing'press "whatever is 
needed by the customer." For 
her class, that customer is 
the Wayne-Westland school 
district. The students do busi­
ness cards, stationery, prom 
and homecoming tickets, 
postcards, even detention 
forms. For fun, they screen 
print T-shirts and create cof­
fee mugs, mouse pads and key 
chains using dye sublimation 
printing. 

There's also a copy corner 
like what would be found 
at a business like Speedy 
Printing. The students learn 
to do estimating and billing, 
everything needed to run a 
business. 

And while it doesn't hap­
pen everyday, students do get 
dirty working on the equip­
ment. 

"It's exciting for me to see 
students get this spark in 
their eye that they've got it 
and know I helped them," 
Byrd said. 

According to former stu­
dent Ripley Sambrone, Byrd 
is a great mentor and role 
model. 

"She is always supportive, 
with a positive attitude and 
excellent in troubleshooting," 
he wrote in his letter to the 
award committee. "She is 
always pushing to have us do 
our best." 

Byrd says she could retire at 
age 48 but said she won't. 

"I absolutely love my job, it's 
just in my blood," said Byrd. 
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Ph.D. honors 
Kristen E. Whalen received 

her Ph.D. in biological ocean­
ography in June 2008 from 
M.I.T. and the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution. 
She is presently a National 
Science Foundation interna­
tional postdoctoral fellow at 
the University of New South 
Wales, Sydney, Australia. In 
September she will have com­
pleted a year of research in 
Australia before finishing at 
the University of California-
Santa Barbara. She has com­
pleted 450-plus research 
dives in the Caribbean (Perry 
Institute for Marine Science), 
Panama (Liquid Jungle 
Laboratory) as well as in the 
South Pacific (Bora Bora, 
Moorea, Rarotonga, Tahiti). 

Kristen attended 
Plymouth-Canton schools 
and is a 1998 graduate 
of Plymouth-Salem. She 
received a Bachelor of sci­
ence/marine biology degree, 
summa cum laude with hon­
ors, from the University of 
North Carolina—Wilmington 
in 2001. She is the daughter 
of Pat Whalen of Canton and 
the late Henry Whalen. 

NMU graduate 
Canton's Phillip C. Lang 

earned his associate degree 
in automotive service 
technology in December 
at Northern Michigan 
University. 

NMU Dean's List 
The following Northern 

Michigan University stu­
dents from Canton qualified . 
for the Dean's List: Bryanne 
N. Bellovary; Joe D. Kowal; 
Andrew J. Lane; Amy M. 
Markey; and Ashley E. Olson. 

Northwood Dean's List 
Kevin J. Frusti (a junior) 

and Bradley R. Gallison (a 
senior), both from Canton, 
made the Dean's List at 
Northwood University for the 
fall term. 
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WSDP named top station 
The Michigan Association 

of Broadcasters Foundation 
named WSDP the High School 
Station of the Year. 

The MABF presented the 
award during the Great Lakes 
Broadcasting Conference and 
Expo earlier this month. 

Timothy Thompson, 
WSDP's program and news 
director, was excited to hear 
about the award. 

"With every broadcast, we 
give nothing less than our 
best," Thompson said. "This 
year, our staff members have 
truly gone above and beyond 
to accomplish excellence. I'm 
so thrilled to be part of this 
amazing station and that the 
passion, energy and creativity 
of our staff members have not 
gone unnoticed." 

Ten WSDP staff members 
received individual awards at 
the conference: 

• Rodney Harris, Canton 

junior, honorable mention, 
daily sportscast/newscast. 

* Sean Fitzpatrick, Canton 
sophomore, first- and second-
place, promotional announce­
ment; honorable mention, 
daily sportscast/newscast. • 

• Derek Harbison, 
Plymouth sophomore, first 
place, promotional announce­
ment; honorable mention, talk 
show; honorable mention, pro­
motional announcement. 

• Nick Stemberger, 
Plymouth senior, second place, 
sports play-by-play, 

* John Dalton, Salem 
senior, second place, talk 
show, honorable mention daily 
sportscast/newscast. 

• Kurtis Roy, Salem junior, 
first place, promotional 
announcement. 

• Jake Burnstein and Sam 
Rector, Salem seniors, second 
place, promotional announce­
ment. 

• Alex Lamb, Salem junior, 
honorable mention, promo­

tional announcement. 
• Timothy Thompson, 

Salem senior, second place, 
station activities report. 

The MABF received 294 
high school entries from 25 
schools. This is the fifth year 
in the past nine WSDP has 
been honored with the Station 
of the Year Award. 

"There were so many very 
talented people honored in 
the competition," said station 
manager Bill Keith. "It is great 
to see our students honored 
among the best. They definite­
ly deserve the recognition." 

Preschool applications 
Plymouth-Canton 

Community Schools' Early 
Childhood Department is now 
accepting preschool applica­
tions for the 2009/10 school 
year. 

The department offers class­
es for 2-, 3- and 4-year-olds at 
various locations throughout 
the district. The program uses 

a developmentally appropriate 
curriculum with close ties to 
the district kindergarten cur­
riculum. 

For more information, 
please contact the Early 
Childhood Office at (734) 416-
6190 or visit the Web site at 
web.pccs.kl2.mi.us/earlychild-
hood 

Summer preschool 
Summer Preschool will 

again be offered to 3-, 4- and 
5-year-olds by the Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools' 
Early Childhood Department. 
Classes will meet July 13 
through Aug. 6 at Hoben 
Elementary School on Saltz 
Road. Morning and afternoon 
sessions are available with a fun 
and different theme each week. 

For details call the Early 

Childhood Office at (734) 416-
6190 or visit the Web site at 
web.pccs.kl2 .mi.us/earlychild-
hood 

Kindergarten round up 
Five-year-olds don't have 

to wait until September to 
have their first school experi­
ence. In fact, Wayne-Westland 
school officials want them 
to have that experience 
now as part of the annual 
Kindergarten Roundup slated 
for 9-10 a.m. Tuesday, March 
31. 

The roundup will be held 
at all 17 of Wayhe-Westland's 
elementary, schools, includ­
ing Walker-Winter in Canton. 
Parents will have an opportu­
nity to tour the school, meet 
the principal and kindergarten 
teachers, discuss the curricu­
lum and review registration 

materials. 
Incoming kindergartners 

will get the opportunity to 
participate in an activity, visit 
their kindergarten classroom 
and receive a free school 
T-shirt to wear in the fall. 
They also will be given free 
backpacks, filled with school 
supplies, books and suggested 
activities to prepare young­
sters for the first day of school. 

For parents who can't attend 
the morning program, school 
offices will be open 6-7 p.m. 
that evening for registration 
only. If those times don't work, 
parents can call the school for 
an appointment. 

Youngsters who will age 5 
by Dec. 1,2009, are eligible for 
kindergarten enrollment this 
fall. For more information, call 
the Instruction Department at 
(734) 419-2096. 

Got Game? 
Yep, got scores, too. 

THINKING ABOUT. 

Check our website foi additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com 
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Giving Circle event 
Giving Hope Women's Giving 

Circle will host an educational eve­
ning focusing on women's heart 
health at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday April 
8 at the Plymouth Arts Council. The 
event, which will feature Oakwood 
Health System cardiologist Peter 
Mancini II, MD, is open to all women 
in the community. 

The American Heart Association 
states that cardiovascular disease is 
the leading killer of women over the 
age of 25, claiming nearly twice as 
many women in the United States 
than all types of cancer, includ­
ing breast cancer. Dr. Mancini will 
discuss the risk factors and explain 
how women can play an active role 
in achieving and maintaining their 
heart's health. 

The event will begin with light, 
heart healthy refreshments. Dr. 
Mancini's presentation will be fol­
lowed by a question and answer peri­
od, deserts and coffee. The evening 
should conclude by 9 p.m. There is no 
charge to attend, but reservations are 
recommended and space is limited. 
The Plymouth Arts Council is located 
at 774 N. Sheldon Road, Plymouth. 
To make your reservation, contact 
the Canton Community Foundation 
at (734) 495-1200 or e-mail giving-
hopewgc@gmail.com. 

Giving Hope Women's Giving 
Circle provides grantmaking ini­
tiatives that address the needs of 
women and families in Plymouth and 
Canton, creates an endowment fund 
for the future, and builds a commu­
nity of women philanthropists. There 
are currently 63 women in the Giving 
Circle and new members are always 
welcome.. 

Canton Economic Club 
The Canton Economic Club will 

meet on Thursday, April 2 at 11:30 
a.m., at the Summit on the Park. 

Michigan Attorney 
General Mike Cox 
will be the featured 
guest speaker. 

The luncheons 
were developed with 
the purpose of intro­
ducing Canton's busi­
ness and professional 
sector to leaders in 
the areas of manufac­

turing, government, entertainment, 
health care and economics. 

The cost is $20. Reservations are 
required and can be made by calling 
(734) 394-5185. 

Golf league needs players 
The Friday Night Couples League, 

which has been playing at Fellows 
Creek in Canton for approximately 25 
years, is looking for teams beginning 

Cox 

May 1. The mixed.league begins play 
each Friday at 5:30 p.m. The league 
plays a modified alternate shot for­
mat. To sign up or for more informa­
tion, please call (734) 397-1212. 

'Daddy's Girl' 
The PCA Players will present 

"Daddy's Girl" Thursday, April 2 
- Saturday, April 4, at the Plymouth 
Christian Academy Activity Center, 
43065 Joy Road, Canton. The student 
production of this Gary Ray Stapp 
comedy will also include a dessert 
theater experience that will feature 
apple pie, ice cream and coffee. 

Performances are 7:30 p.m., April 
2; 6 p.m. and 9 p.m., April 3; and 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m., April 4. Tickets are 
$10 for adults, and $7 for students 
and senior citizens. Seating (and pie) 
is limited, so order your tickets by 
calling the PCA Development office 
at (734) 459-3505 xl69 to reserve 
your tickets. All tickets will be held at 
Will Call for each performance. 

Road rally 
Leadership Canton's upcoming 

Road Rally fund-raiser will take 
place Saturday, April 25 at 5:30 
p.m. at the Rotary Clock in Heritage 
Park, Leadership Canton is raising 
money for Iprst Step (www.firststep-
mi.org), Open Door Ministry (www. 
opendoorfoodministry.com) and 
Leadership Canton Alumni Fund. 

The fee is $35 per person and 
includes road rally, T-shirt, dinner 
and refreshments. The rally is limited 
to 30 cars, with 4-6 passengers per 
car (minimum of four people per car). 
There are still sponsorship, partici­
pant and sign maker opportunities 
available. 

For more information about the 
event visit http://roadrally.can~ 
tonchamber.com, or contact Deb 
Zevalkink at (734) 394-5188. 

Adopt-A-Road event 
Volunteers are sought to help clean 

up the shoulders along Geddes Road 
and Beck Road on Saturday, May 
2, at 9 a.m. for the Adopt-A-Road 
program. Picking up the trash and 
debris from the roadside and ditches 
not only makes the area look better, it 
also cuts down on pollution of the soil 
and water that occurs during runoff. 

Wayne County trash bags and 
reflective vests will be supplied for 
the morning event. Call Greg Greene 
at (734) 855-6192 or see www. 
gcgreene.biz for more information 
and to volunteer. 

River Day volunteers 
Canton's annual River Day celebra­

tion will be held June 6 from 8 a.m.-l 
p.m. along the Lower Rouge River, 
located at Michigan Avenue and 
Morton Taylor Road. Every year on 

Classic American opera performance 
The Comic Opera Guild, featuring Tanya Roberts and Don Devine, will present the musical 
'Orange Blossoms' at 7:30 p.m., April 3 and April 4 at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill. The 
1922 hit musical was written by Victor Herbert, who would be celebrating his 150th birthday 
this year. Comic Opera Guild is now the major producer of Herbert shows, having performed 
and recorded 28 of them. Herbert was the first major composer of operettas and musicals 
in the United States. Tickets for the shows are $20 for adults and $17 for students, and can 
be ordered by calling (734) 3 9 4 - 5 4 6 0 , online at www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater, or at 
Summit on the Park. 

the first Saturday of June, hundreds 
of volunteers make a difference by 
helping to preserve the quality of 
Canton's creeks and streams. 

This year in an effort to expand 
its river cleaning efforts, Canton 
officials are looking for interested 
homeowners associations to gather 
volunteers to help clean drains and 
streams that run through their neigh­
borhoods. If your neighborhood has a 
stream in need of help, Canton would 
like to assist you with managing log 
jams and fallen trees, debris removal, 
planting and other enhancements. 
Interested homeowners associations 
should call (734) 394-5158 by April 
1 to set up a meeting with Public 
Works. 

River day takes place rain or shine, 
and volunteers of all ages including 
residents, students and scout, troops . 
are encouraged to participate. All 
volunteers will receive a River Day T-

shirt and breakfast. Water and a light 
snack will be provided but volunteers 
are encouraged to pack a lunch. For 
more information on River Day or to 
pre-register for the event call (734) 
394-5150. 

Soldier benefit 
The Fallen and Wounded Soldiers 

Fund will host their fourth annual 
dinner May 2, at the Laurel Manor in 

Livonia. All proceeds 
go to veterans or fam­
ilies of fallen soldiers 
that are in need. 

The keynote ' 
speaker at the event 
will be Marcus 
Lutrell, a Navy 
SEAL and author 
of New York Times 
best-selling book 

"Lone Survivor" — the harrow­
ing story of four Navy SEALs who 

journeyed into the mountainous 
border of Afghanistan and Pakistan 
on Operation Redwing, A motiva­
tional story of survival, the book is 
also a moving tribute to the friends 
and teammates who did not make 
it off the mountain. A powerful 
testament to the courage, integ­
rity, patriotism, and community 
that forged these American heroes, 
"Lone Survivor" is an incredible 
account of teamwork, fortitude, and 
modern warfare. 

For more information or to pur­
chase tickets contact Ann Cornelius 
at (248) 346-5976 or visit www.fwsf. 
org 

Christmas in Action 
Canton's Christmas in Action 

chapter, a group of volunteers who 
annually help repair and refurbish 
homes for Canton seniors, is seek­
ing skilled and unskilled volunteers 
to help from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. April 
25. 

Some of the skilled services 
needed include electricians, carpen­
ters, plumbers, roofers and others. 
Unskilled volunteers are needed for 
cleaning, yard work and painting. 

Anyone interested in helping 
should phone (734) 394-5191 to for 
more information. 

Mom to Mom sale 
Connection Church in Canton 

will hold its Spring Mom to Mom 
Sale on Saturday, April 4, from 
8:30 a.m.-l p.m. Table rentals are 
sold to capacity with more than 75 
moms selling their kids' clothes, 
toys, baby equipment, etc. There is 
a $1 admission. Connection Church 
is located at 3855 Sheldon Road 
in Canton, just North of Michigan 
Avenue. 

Friendly Fridays 
Plymouth Christian Academy is a 

distinctly Christian school serving 
students in preschool through 12th 
grade. PCA offers a strong college 
preparatory program, athletics and 
fine arts in a nurturing and chal­
lenging environment. Parents choose 
PCA for its academic excellence, 
Christian world view and the indi­
vidual attention that each student 
receives. 

PCA is now accepting applications 
for the 2009/2010 school year. Visit 
Plymouth Christian Academy on 
"Friendly Fridays" March 27 between 
8 a.m. and 2 p.m. Contact Dr. David 
Butler, Head of School, or Caryn 
Huntsman, Elementary Principal 
at Plymouth Christian Academy, 
(734) 459-3505. PCA is located at 
43065 Joy Road (between Lilley and 
Morton Taylor) in Canton, or visit the 
school's Web site at www.plymouth-
christian.org. 
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When it comes to 
home loans, we're not like 
other lenders. 

3 ¾ ¾ 

First of all, there is 
no credit crunch here. 
Because of our sensible 
lending practices, we DO have 
money to lend! 

At Catholic Parishes 
Federal Credit Union, 
our quality financing and 
affordable rates can help you: 

• Finance a new home 
• Make improvements to your 

current home 
• Refinance your adjustable 

rate mortgage 

F R E E 
H o m e B u y i n 

S e m i n a r 
TAiesday, A p r i l 2 1 

6 : 3 0 p . m . 
Plymouth Branch 

R.S.V.P. 7 3 4 . 4 3 2 . 0 2 1 2 
Ext. 301 

For more information including 
membership eligibility and current 

rates, visit our website at 
www, catholicparishesfcu. org 
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"Faithfully serving 
the Catholic community by 

helping its members get 
aheadfinancially." 
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Conveniently located in 

Livonia • Plymouth • Redford 
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Peace it forward 
P i o n e e r Middle School s t u d e n t s hit Big Apple for Peace Project 

BY JEFF NOVAK 
CORRESPONDENT 

When the eighth-grade 
class from Pioneer Middle 
School in Plymouth heads to 
New York in April, it won't 
be for an ordinary, annual 
field trip. 

This year the excursion 
takes on extraordinary pro­
portions when the students 
introduce NYC and the rest 
of the planet to the Pioneer 
Peace Project — a service 
learning initiative connect­
ing students to each other 
and to their world. 

Inspired by and armed 
with the words from the 
book "The Peace Book," by 
artist and children's author 
Todd Parr, the students will 
embark on a journey to pro­
mote and share with others 
their views of peace and how 
they can achieve it. 

When they hit the streets 
of Manhattan April 3, the 
students will read and dis­
tribute 500 free copies of 
"The Peace Book," donated 
by publisher Little, Brown 
Books for Young Readers—to 
random New Yorkers. 

All the students request 
in return is that the recipi­
ents help spread the mes­
sage of peace and "Peace it 
Forward." The eighth grad­
ers ask that the copies of . 
"The Peace Book" get passed 
along to family and friends 
or even strangers and record­
ed on the Peace Project Web 
site www.p3nyc2009.ning. 
com where the path of the 
books can be followed. 

Along with every book, 
the students will give away 
a free "Peace Bag," courtesy 
of California Pizza Kitchen, 
that contains promotional 
materials — CDs, DVDs, 
buttons, stickers and more — 
from 20-plus peace-oriented 
organizations, corporations 
and individuals. 

"This is all about the kids," 
said Ben McMurray, the 
assistant principal at Pioneer 
Middle School and one of the 

Ben McMurray, assistant principal at Pioneer Middle School; Clair Walton Swisher, an English and performing arts teacher at Pioneer; Todd Parr, author and 
illustrator of 'The Peace Book,' that inspired the Pioneer Peace Project; and Pioneer visual arts teacher, Carmen Johnson. 

creators of the Peace Project. 
"It's about them being 
engaged travelers, about pro­
moting literacy, about a uni­
versal concept of peace. We 
want to help them become 
active, creative citizens. 
New York city is the place 
.we picked because it offers 
so much. It is really the cul­
tural capital, the political 
capital and economical capi­
tal of the world. It provides 
an avenue for these kids to 
learn." 

The Pioneer Peace Project 
kicks off with a peace cel­
ebration at the Naumburg 
Bandshell in Central Park 
(located mid-park at 72nd 
St.) where students will sing 
and read poetry. Parr will 
also speak at the event and 

wrap up 
the project 
with a book 
signing • 
at 4 p.m. 
at Union 
Square 
Barnes & 
Noble (33 
E. 17th St.). 
A donation 
box will be 
available at 
the signing 
for those 
that want 
to contrib­
ute to the 
Peace Project. 

"Four years ago we were 
really interested in taking 
the kids to New York so we 
could expose them to a dif­

ferent com­
munity," 
said Claire 
Swisher 
an English 
teacher at 
Pioneer 
and one 
of.the 
Project's 
creators. 
"They 
see a lot 
of things 
in the 
Plymouth 
commu­
nity but 

New York is the place to be. 
It is the center of all things 
United States—it's a symbol 
of America. 

"We want our students to 

be global citizens, to recog­
nize that there are people 
similar to us, fighting for the 
same thing, hoping for the 
same thing but just living in 
a different way," she added. 

The Project is the apex of 
a year-long curriculum con­
cept centered on peace. 

"We teach social justice 
and to be able to take our 
students to a city like New 
York where they.can experi­
ence peace on a bigger scale 
is kind of amazing," said 
Carmen Johnson, a teacher 
at Pioneer and another 
Project creator. "And for 
them to be able to talk to 
people and take photos and 
feel like they are a part of 
their educational process is 
why we teach. And that's 

THE 'PEACE' PROCESS 
• What: Pioneer Peace Project 
• When: April 3 
• Where: New York 
• Who's Helping: The project 
received help from local busi­
nesses including J2 Concepts 
(Dearborn) and Signature Audio 
and Signature Professional 
Group (Wixom). For more infor­
mation contact Jeff Novak at 
(313) 587-8725 or jt wo concepts® 
gmail.com 
• Sponsors: Signature Audio 
and Signature Professional 
Group donated funds to sponsor 
a student to make the trip aiong 
with time, staff„stagingand 
equipment for the peace cel­
ebration at Naumburg Bandshell 
in Central Park. Signature Audio 
is also donating the sound 
equipment for the art exhibit 
in May. Contact the Signature 
companies at (248) 960-0700 or 
at info@signatureaudio.net. 

why we want to do this. It's 
not a field trip — it's an 
experience." 

While in the Big Apple 
each student will take photos 
to document their experi­
ences as a part of Behind the 
Lens III -- a photojournal­
ism project displaying pho­
tographs, poetry, reflections 
and art. In May, the students 
will unveil their works of art 
at the Plymouth Community 
Arts Council with a possible 
art show in Kellogg Park in 
downtown Plymouth. 

T Q ensure the success of 
this year's event and the 
growth of future Pioneer 
Peace Projects, the coordi­
nators are looking for more 
sponsors and donations. 
For more information about 
making a donation visit the 
Peace Project website at 
www.p3nyc2009-ning.com 
or contact Ben McMurray 
at Pioneer Middle School at 
(734) 416-2774 or mcmur-
rb@pcecs.kl2.mi.us 

f 7 * 

\ f t *4*&F ft* , * 

A L L S A I N T S 
C A T H O L I C S C H O O L 

Serving the Western Wayne County 
"A School You Can Believe In" 
Preschool through 8th grade 

We are now taking applications 
for the 2009-10 school year. 

O P E N H O U S E 
T h u r s d a y , A p r i l 2 3 , 2 0 0 9 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
and 

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

• I 

from the surrounding communities. 
Call for reservation 

7 3 4 - 4 5 9 - 2 4 9 0 
48735 Warren Road • Canton, MI 48187 
www.allsaintscs.com ascs9@hotmail.com 
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