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Choirs rule 
The Plymouth-Canton 

Educational Park Choirs, under 
the direction of Jennifer L. Kopp 
and Shelley Klippel, received high 
marks at the Michigan School 
Vocal Music Association District 
Choral Festival at the Dearborn 
Center for the Performing Arts. 

PCEP's Chamber Choir and 
Festival Singers both received 
the highest "Superior" rating and 
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PCEP choirs, under the direction of 
Jennifer Kopp and Shelley Klippel, 
received high marks at the District 
Choral Festival in Dearborn. 

were two of only six choirs (in a 
field of 65 area choirs) to receive 
such high scores. PCEP was the 
only area high school in which 
two vocal ensembles received a 
"Superior" rating. 

PCEP's Park Singers, Allegro, 
Dulcissima and Madrigal Singers 
all received an "Excellent" rating at 
the festival. For the very first time, 
all six of PCEP's choirs participat­
ed in District Choral Festival and 
all six choirs were selected through 
their high scores to participate at 
the MSVMA State Choral Festival 
April 23-24 in Holt. 

Forthe District Choral Festival; 
each vocal ensemble is required 
to prepare and perform two selec­
tions for a panel of four judges, all 
of whom are experts in the field 
of vocal music performance. In 
addition, the students participate 
in a clinic with one of the judges 
and are asked to complete a 
sight-reading exercise for another 
judge for an additional score. The 
performance and sight-reading 
scores are combined to create an 
overall score for the festival. 

Friday fish 
Canton's Summit on the Park will 

host a Friday Fish Fry each week 
through April 10. Each Friday, from 
5-8 p.m., the Summit on the Park 
Banquet Center will offer an all-
you-can-eat fish buffet featuring 
battered Atlantic cod, herb encrust­
ed tilapia, seafood cakes, pasta 
alfredo, fresh vegetables, salad 
bar with tossed and Caesar salad, 
french fries, cole slaw, soft drinks, 
coffee and tea. Summit Gourmet by 
Continental prepares the food. 

Adults can dine for $11.95 per 
person and children under 12 years 
of age are $4.95 each. Desserts and 
a full-service bar are available at 
an additional cost. The dinners are 
either dine-in or take-out. 

For more information, call (734) 
394-5460or visit www.canton-mi.org. 

Officials 'compromise' on water rate increase 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

There was little discussion Tuesday 
night as the Canton Township Board 
ofTrustees, on a 7-0 vote, approved 
an administration recommendation 
for a 14.7 percent increase in water 
and sewer rates. 

Unlike recent meetings where a 
handful of resident challenged the 
need for what was once a proposed 
20 percent hike, followed by a 16.9 
percent increase, only one person 
spoke briefly before the board unan­
imously approved the rate adjust­
ment. The rate increase was lowered 
to 14.7 percent when the administra­
tion decided to use $500,000 of a 
nearly $12.4 million cash balance in 
the water and sewer fund to lower 

WHAT DO YOU THIHK? 
What is your opinion about the water 
and sewer rate increase the Canton 
Township Board of Trustees approved 
on Tuesday? E-mail your thoughts to 
Editor Kurt Kuban at kfcuban@home-
townlife.com or post a comment on our, 
Web site at www.hometownlife.com. 

the rate for customers, while still 
maintaining an $11.8 million cash 
balance as recommended by consul­
tants. The new rate also includes a 
projected $700,000 savings in oper­
ating costs of the water and sewer 
system in Canton. 

"We spent a lot of time working 
on this, working through the num­
bers," said Supervisor Phil LaJoy. 

"There's certainly some uncertainty 
in this, that's why we have a cash 
balance. We're doing the very best 
we can to be good stewards of peo­
ple's money and that we make sure 
the system is going to work and be 
in good shape. Not just for now, but 
years to come." 

Township trustees were comfort­
able in passing a lower-than-expect-
ed water and sewer rate increase. 

"No one on this board wants 
to raise rates, but it was a great 
compromise," said Trustee Todd 
Caccamo. "We preserved the integ­
rity of the system. We were able to 
return cash balance to the taxpayers 
and we had costs savings from the 
municipal department. It was the 
best possible solution for a difficult 
problem." 

Trustee John Anthony said the 
reality of the situation is the $31 
million it costs to operate Canton's 
water and sewer system. f 

"Keep in mind that 80 percent ' 
of all expenses are uncontrollable 
— passed on by Detroit, Ypsilanti 
and the Western Township Utilities 
Association — with the other 20 
percent of expenses controllable," 
Anthony said. "I believe Canton has 
done a good job of managing these 
costs." 

Finance Director Rick Eva earlier 
warned residents shouldn't bank on 
using any of the cash balance next 
year, noting residents will most like­
ly be asked to pay for the true cost of 
water and sewer services. 
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This weekend's Fusion Festival will feature a Chinese dance presentation by the Chinese Folk Dance Troupe of Metro-
Detroit Oriental Art School. 
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Tax pros say stimulus plan 
has something for everyone 
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Delivery call: 
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BY KURT KUBAN 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

With less than a month to go before the 
April 15 tax filing deadline, local tax spe­
cialists say people should be aware of some 
provisions in the recently passed $790 bil­
lion American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009 that could lead to more money 
in their pockets. 

According to Esther Strohmer, office 
coordinator for the H&R Block office at 
46022 Michigan Avenue in Canton, the 
stimulus package has a little something for 
everyone — from first-time homebuyers 
and the unemployed to families and senior 
citizens. 

Some of the benefits won't be realized 
BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

From Canton to Canton 
This weekend's Fusion Festival to 

feature the music and dance of China 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

When internationally acclaimed artist George 
Gao played music from the Pacific Rim as a guest 
with the Plymouth Symphony in 2005, Conductor 
Nan Washburn — who is known to incorporate 
different kinds of music into a concert — was 
impressed. 

"I couldn't believe how phenomenal a player of 
the Chinese ehru he was," Washburn said. "It's 
probably the most popular instrument in China. 
It sounds similar to a western violin, but only has 
two strings, and it's seated like a cello. He's a vir­
tuoso on it." 

Gao is returning to the area, this time to play 
with Orchestra Canton in the second Fusion 
Festival at the Village Theater in Cherry Hill at 8 
p.m. Saturday, March 28. Gao,. who began play­
ing the ehru at age 6, studied at the Shanghai 
Conservatory of Music and the Royal Conservatory 
of Music in Toronto. He's won, international recog­
nition for his works. 

Titled "From Canton to Canton — the Music of 
China " the Fusion Festival is in its second year 
bringing together traditional music from the Far 
East with Western classical music. Last year, the 
event featured the music oflndia. 

"The idea behind the Fusion Festival is to bring 
together different kinds of music and show where 

Please see FESTIVAL, A7 

George Gao is scheduled to perform at Fusion Festival. 
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J o a n Eldridge and Esther Strohmer of HSR Block say there are 
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'Daddy's Girl' 
The PCA Players will pres­

ent Daddy's Girl Thursday, 
April 2 ~ Saturday, April 4, 
at the Plymouth Christian 
Academy Activity Center, 
43065 Joy Road, Canton. The 
student production of this 
Gary Ray Stapp comedy will 
also include a dessert theater 
experience that will feature 
apple pie, ice cream and cof­
fee. 

Performances are 7:30 p.m.,. 
April 2; 6 p.m. and 9 p.m., 
April 3; and 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., 
April 4-. Tickets are $10 for 
adults, and $7 for students 
and senior citizens. Seating 
(and pie) is limited, so order 
your tickets by calling the PCA 
Development office at (734) 
459-3505, Ext. 169, to reserve 
your tickets. All tickets will be 
held at Will Call for each per-

Farttetpafing 

Globus Vacations 
Northwest World Vacations 
Norwegian Cruise Lines 
Pleasant Holidays 
Princess Cruise Lines 
Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines 
Sandals and Beaches Resorts 
Trafalgar Tours 
Travel Impressions 
Universal-Orlando 

formance. 

Kindergarten round up 
Five-year-olds don't have to 

wait until September to have 
their first school experience. In 
fact, Wayne-Westland school 
officials want them to have that 
experience now as part of the 
annual Kindergarten Roundup 
slated for 9-30 a.m. Tuesday, 
March 31. 

The roundup will be held , 
at all 17 of Wayne-Westland s 
elementary schools, includ­
ing Walker-Winter in Canton. 
Parents will have an opportu­
nity to tour the school, meet 
the principal and kindergarten 
teachers, discuss the curricu­
lum and review registration 
materials. 

Incoming kindergartners 
will get the opportunity to 
participate in an activity, visit 
their kindergarten classroom 

and receive a free school 
T-shirt to wear in the fall. 
They also will be given free 
backpacks, filled with school 
supplies, books and suggested 
activities to prepare young­
sters for the first day of school. 

For parents who can't attend 
the morning program, school 
offices will be open 6-7 p.m. 
that evening for registration 
only. If those times don't work, 
parents can call the school for 
an appointment. 

Youngsters who will age 5 
by Dec. 1,2009, are eligible for 
kindergarten enrollment this 
fall. For more information, call 
the Instruction Department at 
¢734) 419-2096. 

Road rally 
Leadership Canton's upcom­

ing Road Rally fund-raiser 
will take place Saturday, April 
25 at 5:30 p.m. at the Rotary 

Please mark your calendars for the 

S p r i n g T r a v e l S h o w 
E x t r a v a g a n z a 

laarcl Pari Mace M l 
37700 West Six Mile Road Livonia, Ml 48152 

Saturday March 28,2009 • ll-4pm 
Sunday March 29,2009 • Noon-4pm 

Learn from the experts why now is the best time to 
travel in years. Find out how to get the most travel 

value for your money and at the best price. 

Complete your travel treasure map 
and be entered to in a drawing to 

win a 3 day cruise aboard a 
Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines. 
Other prizes to include 2 Red Wing Tickets 

at ice level on April 5,2009. 

ttfiflfT 

Clock in Heritage Park. 
Leadership Canton is raising 
money for First Step (www. 
firststep-mi.org), Open Door 
Ministry (www.opendoorfood-
ministry.com) and Leadership 
Canton Alumni Fund. 

The fee is $35 per person 
and includes road rally, T-
shirt, dinner and refresh­
ments. The rally is limited to 
30 cars, with 4-6 passengers 
per car (minimum of four 
people per car). There are 
still sponsorship, participant 
and sign maker opportunities 
available. 

For more information about 
the event visit http://roadrally. 
cantonchamber.com, or con­
tact Deb Zevalkink at (734) 
394-5188. 

River Day volunteers 
Canton's annual River Day 

celebration will be held June 6 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. along the 
Lower Rouge River, located at 
Michigan Avenue and Morton 
Taylor Road. Every year on 
the first Saturday of June, 
hundreds of volunteers make 
a difference by helping to pre­
serve the quality of Canton's 
creeks and streams. 

This year in an effort 
to expand its river clean­
ing efforts, Canton officials 
are looking for interested 
homeowners associations 
to gather volunteers to help 
clean drains and streams that 
run through their neighbor­
hoods. If your neighborhood 
has a stream in need of help, 
Canton would like to assist you 
with managing logjams and 
fallen trees, debris removal, 
planting and other enhance­
ments. Interested homeowners 
associations should call (734) 
394-5158 by April 1 to set up a 
meeting with Public Works. 

River day takes place rain 
or shine and volunteers of 
all ages including residents, 
students and scout troops are 
encouraged to participate. All 
volunteers will receive a River 
Day T-shirt and breakfast. 
Water and a light snack will 
be provided but volunteers are 

Woman of distinction 
Wayne County Commissioner Kevin McNamara honored Canton's Joan Noricks 
March 19 during the commission's annual Women of Distinction celebration. 
McNamara presented a certificate to Noricks, who is president of the Canton 
Community Foundation, honoring her for her leadership at the foundation and 
her commitment to Canton Township. "Under her stewardship, the Canton 
Community Foundation has grown from $1,500 in assets to an endowment 
of more than $1.8 million. She is very passionate about her community and 
has served many civic organizations in a variety of volunteer leadership 
capacities. She is truly a woman of distinction," McNamara said. 

encouraged to pack a lunch. 
For more information on River 
Day or to pre-register for the 
event call (734) 394-5150. 

Soldier benefit 
The Fallen and Wounded 

Soldiers Fund will host their 
fourth annual dinner May 2, at 
the Laurel Manor in Livonia.. 

All proceeds go 
to veterans or 
families of fall­
en soldiers that 
are in need . 

The keynote 
speaker at the 
event will be 
Marcus Lutrell, 
a Navy SEAL 
and author of 

New York Times best-selling 
book "Lone Survivor" — the 
harrowing story of four Navy 
SEALs who journeyed into 
the mountainous border of 
•Afghanistan and Pakistan on 
Operation Redwing. A moti-

Lutrelf 

vational story of survival, the 
book is also a moving tribute to 
the friends and teammates who 
did not make it off the moun­
tain. A powerful testament tp 
the courage, integrity, patrio­
tism, and community that 
forged these American heroes, 
"Lone Survivor" is an incred­
ible account of teamwork, forti­
tude, and modern warfare. For 
information or tickets, contact 
Ann Cornelius at (248) 346-
5976 or visit www.fwsf.org 

Mom to Mom sale 
Connection Church in 

Canton will hold its Spring 
Mom to Mom Sale on Saturday, 
April 4, from 8:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Table rentals are sold to 
capacity with more than 75 
moms selling kids' clothes, toys, 
baby equipment, etc. There is 
a $1 admission. Connection 
Church is located at 3855 
Sheldon Road in Canton, just 
north of Michigan Avenue. 

DESIGN* 8 v COST EFFECTIVE CONSTRUCTION 
'with all qualifying projects - ask ifyour project qualifies ~ 734-737-0500 
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Flute fun 
The Southeastern Michigan Flute Association and Yamaha Corporation present Flautist Susan Hoeppner in 
concert 5 p.m. Saturday, April 4, at Plymouth First United Methodist Church, 45201N. Territorial in Plymouth. 
Admission is free; a free-will donation wifl be collected to benefit Gleaners Food Bank. This event is offered 
in connection w'th the Southeast Michigan Flute Association Festival and is part of the Noteworthy Concert 
series of First United Methodist Church. A graduate of The Juilliard School, Hoeppner is currently a member 
of the University of Toronto's Faculty of Music. For more information contact Lauren Erickson at (734) 453-
5791 or Marcia Van Oyen, (734) 453-5280. 

Talks with final two set 
in search for principal 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

School district officials 
take one step closer Friday 
to restructuring the lead­
ership at the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park 
when they conduct inter­
views with two candidates 
who emerged from a search 
for the new Park Principal 
position. 

It's the second round of 
interviews for both candi­
dates, who came out of a 
pool of six initial interviews, 
which included talks with 
three with internal can­
didates. While Plymouth-
Canton Schools Supt. Dr. 
Craig Fiegel declined to 
name any of the candidates, 
he did say neither of the 
finalists is an internal can­
didate. 

It's phase one of a restruc­

turing plan, Fiegel said, 
designed to give the park a 
more streamlined approach. 

"I think part of it is to 
work together more and 
provide an overall direction 
for the park and lead to a 
cohesive attitude," Fiegel 
said. "We still want to rec­
ognize the schools are indi­
vidual schools, and strike 
that balance." 

The leadership at the park 
is being restructured from 
its current model, which has 
individual principals at each 
of the three high schools, 
with 10 assistant principals 
spread around the park. 

The school board decided 
last year, faced with the 
departure of all three 
of its principals (Salem 
chief Jerry Ostoin left due 
to medical issues, while 
Plymouth Principal Michael 
Bee and Canton Principal 

Cassandra Smith announced 
their retirements) to look 
into a different way of doing 
things. 

Under the new model, 
there will be one park 
principal, three associate 
principals (one at each high 
school) and nine assistant 
principals (three at each 
high school). Fiegel told 
board members Tuesday he 
hoped to have a recommen­
dation to fill the position at 
their April 6 meeting. 

"I think this is key to the 
transition to the new leader­
ship," board President Judy 
Mardigian said. 

Administrators hope to 
have recommendations for 
the three associate princi­
pals ready by April 21, with 
assistant principals chosen 
by May 12. 

bkadrich@h.ometownlife.com j (313)232-8899 
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St Michael's Parish presents 

"ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT" 
LENTEN FISH FRY 

Mar. 27 & Apr. 3 
4:30-7:00 pm 

• Full Dinners • Carry-out Available • Take Out Orders: $7 
• Choice of Hand-dipped Fried or Baked Fresh Atlantic Cod 

Adults: $8' Seniors: $7 » Kids 3-11: $4*3& Under FREE 
11441 Hubbard R d . , S. of Plymouth Rd. • Livonia • 734-261-1455 

K . 

• Are you over 50 years of age? 
; >Do y $ i have medical pioblems;..ei£her,|)hysicaly 
\ v"[ r emotional or both? ; '1 

• Can't do the work you used to perform? ' 
• Have you been denied in the past? 

You may be eligible for 
Social Security Disability Benefits! 

• : c a i i A L E X B E R M A S • 
Attorney-at-Law for a • 

1 - 8 0 0 - 5 7 3 - 5 8 0 0 O E O S 6 6 0 2 8 $ 

Joe Gannon 
We're recommended 
by Joe Gannon 

$500 Counlertop 
; 50¾ SAVINGS 

OR MORE! 

* w r f e J FREE ESTIMATES 

cabinet clinic 
The Leader in Cabinet Refactng 

West 734-421-8151 
North-East 586-751 -1848 

vsrww,cabftt@telinh 

An exceptional home-like sotting for 
Active/Alert, Frail/Recovering, 

Memory Impaired ana" Alzheimer's residents. 

-24 Hour Professional Staffing 
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free 
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day 
-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 

-P|anned Activities 
-Beauty & Barber Shop 
-On Call Nurse Practitioner 
-Medication Management 

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard -Incontinence Management 

C A N T O N 

L o c a t e d at 8121 Lilley 
b e t w e e n J o y & Warren R o a d s 

^ Q g j ^ A R T • CRAFTS• ? M M j S l S g ^ ^ C H R I S T M A S S H O P P E • NETOmi• 

Albums & M i l 

EXCLUDES £K SUCCESS S A N D Y U Q N . 

Ail Saapboo-
i? Papers 

E X C L U D E S A R T 

KMW POSTER, 7 GWSI&. SEASONAL 
8 M O R S . E X C L U D E S 30 H « y S l » STICKERS. 

Scrapbooking ^ 
Storage 

5 0 % Off 
The P a p e r Studio & stampablllties* 

Stamping Sale! 
CLEAR STAMPS, FOAM STAMPS & INK PADS 

ALSO WCIUDSS SETS £ CW& HOtMTOG 

Easter Plush & 
Metal East 

Decor 

Polystone & 
Ceramic Easter 

nines & 
Table Decor 

Easter 
Grass, 
& fillers 

iaster 

Categories Shown 

5 0 * Off laster 

Furniture 
30% Off 

Garden 
Lights & 
Electrical 

30* Off 
Portrait Frames & 
Document Frames 
with G l a s s 

Metal Sectional 
Frame Kits 

Framing 
Categories Shown 

50% Off 
frames*, , Photo Frames 

1NCU70P. OTR 6N7l»t S a K T T S O N 8 ? fMlfc for AND 
NOVELTY PHOTO R W ( ! « S W 

Home Accent 
Categories Shown 

50% Off 
Wail D e c o r 

INCLUDES Mfi&ORS, AST. 
SH&VES&MORE! 

All Art Markers 
I N C L U D E SETS S 

Drawer Pulls, 
Hooks & Brackets 

Decorative 
Lamps 

A l l Poster 

All Art Brushes 
i & Brush Sets 
| ' ' 1 MASTER'S T G U Q 1 '-<' 
* W I N & P ft NEWTQ"", 
I U X W C O R N 6 U . 

j- ;ROS6KT S M « 8 mm 

50% Off 

Artist Supplies 
Categories Shown 

30%Off 

BEESJt£2 2 2,i5 

All Tempra 
Paint, Window 

Writers & Poster 
Markers 

All Display Boards & 
20x30 foam Boards 

50" Off 

54" Home 

30̂  Off 

Ribbon &T)im 
By tfce Yard 

)P*CUJQE> HOME DEC 

Sparkle 
Organza 

30* Off 
smemnw t o w msn 

ASSORTED COIQSS 

1.99 pm>. 

Fashion Fabric 
Categories Shown 

• l a n e i a 

30% off 
torn t w £ s ? g t c s « T O f 

50* Off 
! » K m S Y t M Y WHY -

30s* Off 
CUS MtCfOX! tow 

30* Off 

Bobett Stanley 
Gazing Balls & 
Glass Garden Decor Categories Shown 

50% Off 

Realistic Fruit 
Vegetables; 

Ribbon By the Ro 
J f i C L U D B ML ftiBSON BY THE SOUL ' 
W O U » SEASONAL W E D D I N G , » » I C 
aoftA i 

50% Off 
MarWes. Gems, 

Boweiina & 
1 Greenery, • 
Garlands, j 

Wreaths'& 
Horai Stems Bushes W 

1 N G . U M S fcVtR»DA», D s S G N E R 
mm AND A U s n w s 
5 *i O U R STEM D E W H T M S N t 

> r r s r t s N o r I N U . VHD 

leather Crafts 
& Accessories 

25" Off 
f l O W f 

Candle & Soap 
Making Products 

Storage 
Base Heist I S I I '< 3ewelry Steppe Base 

Metal 3ewelry f^ndmss 

& s i i ^ R muz IKO. 

Jewelry Making 
Categories Shown 

50% Off 
Hab1 Accessories 

Yam See Haute ftr 
I S 0 2 . 

Lion 3HfV Bulky 
" * 3 o : 2,33 

Hm Bee Infatuation 
3.5 OZ. 

1 Yarn Bee Glitzy 6W 

3.99 

Needleart 
fatft j sea. 

Ail Needle Art 
Hoops 

3(FOff 

3.22 
M Children's 

N e e d l e Art Kits 

30%Off 
I f ] : < : < \ r < 

STORE HOURS: 9-8 MONDAY-SATURDAY • CLOSED SUNDAY 

• SALES s u a s c r TO M W IN SIOCK • S U C T I O N MAY M V BY 1 
• THS AD DOES NOT AFRY TO P ^ - R H S J C K l ITEHS 

Canton 
at L i l l e y , w e s t 
7 3 4 - 9 & 3 - 9 1 4 2 

of I ke, 

www. hobbv lobby.com 

http://hometownlife.com
mailto:bkadrich@h.ometownlife.com
http://lobby.com


A4 (o Observer S Eccentric | Thursday, March 26,2009 online at hometownlife.com 

PUBLIC S A F E T Y 
Canton detective: identity theft 
criminals are getting s m a r t e r 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

In a period of about six 
years, Leon Jefferson of 
Canton Township has been the 
victim of identity theft three 
times. 

"I really don't know why," 
said Jefferson, 63. "Two times 
they were out-of-state transac­
tions, one in Tennessee and 
another in Nevada. In both 
cases, the credit card company 
called and asked if I was in 
either state because I hadn't 
used the card for two or three 
years. 

"While they at least detected 
it, it also gives me a feeling of 
having been violated," he said. 
"It also just makes one my age, 
who grew up in a different era, 
just wonder if this high-speed 
and technology information 
age is to our benefit. We're 
encouraged to do business 
online, but in the back of my 
mind is skepticism. Is the con­
venience worth the risk?" 

The third time Jefferson's 
credit card number was used 
for purchases he didn't make, 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Detective Brian Schultz tracks down 
cases of identity theft. 

a three-month investigation by 
Canton police resulted in the 
recent arrest of one of the two 
men reportedly involved. Once 
again, the credit card company 
called to inquire if Jefferson 
signed up for a card in a finan­
cial company's name, with two 
additional cards for'employ­
ees. And, again, Jefferson went 
to Canton police. 

"The application was done 
over the Internet, so I was able 
to get an e-mail address and 
the Internet protocol address 
to track the computer," said 
Canton Police Detective Brian 
Schultz, who specializes in 
computer forensics and iden­
tity theft. "I was given an 

address to where everything 
was being sent, but it wasn't 
the victim's address. It was in 
Detroit, in a foreclosed house. 

"We went to the house with 
a search warrant and knocked 
on the door," he said. "At first 
we were given a fake name, but 
I had a driver's license picture. 
He then told me he was given 
a place to stay by a second sus­
pect and collecting the mail for 
him. There wasn't a computer 
there, but they had my victim's 
information, credit cards and 
bills. They had nearly $9,000 
charged on it; gas, restaurants 
and $4,000 in purchases from 
the Guitar Center." 

Schultz, a22-year-veteran, 
said during the five years he's 
investigated identity theft, the 
crooks are starting to get a 
little smarter. 

"Early on, I was able to do 
the follow-up on cases that led 
to search warrants in Detroit, 
or wherever, and they were 
sitting at a computer," said 
Schultz. "Now they know we're 
coming.and knocking on their 
doors, so they're not leaving a 
computer trail. However, we've 

Keith J . Pierce, MD 
Internal Medicine 

3 8 5 2 5 Eight Mile Road 
Livonia, Ml 48152 
248.321.6612 

j = f c Call for Directions! 

r Find yourself at the 

L I V O N I A F A M I L Y 

The Joining Fee 
Until M a r c h 31st 

and 

R e g i s t e r i n g N o w f o r 
S P R I N G S O C C E R 

Registration fee 
waived for Summer 
Camp if you register 

before March 31 st 

14255 Stark Road • Livonia • 734-261-2161 
www.ymcadetroit.org 

never been unsuccessful with a 
search warrant and not found 
information." 

Schultz said it takes months 
to track down identity theft 
suspects because of the paper 
work and paper trail. 

"There's surveillance, get­
ting information from the 
credit card companies and 
Internet service providers," 
said Schultz. "You've got to 
get a search warrant and sub­
poena information. It's a lot of 
paper work and a lot of waiting 
to get the information." 

Schultz cracked a case last 
year in which a couple pur­
chased two vehicles at a deal­
ership in Canton, in the name 
of a Southfield woman. 

And then there was the 
woman who worked at Kelly 
Services that was supposed to 
scan old bank information and 
shred it. 

"She scanned it and took it 
home," said Schultz. "We got a 
search warrant for her house 
and she had the bank account 
information on hundreds of 
people, and she was using it. 

"Unfortunately, financial 
crimes are considered less 
serious and unless they have a 
long criminal record most get 
probation," he said. "I've even 
caught some people twice." 
. Jefferson said he was lucky 

that his credit wasn't destroyed. 
But, he did have to close credit 
card accounts, open others aiid 
write merchants to explain 
what happened. 

"This type of crime is not 
one of desperation, it's cold, 
calculated and involves people 
who have some sophistication," 
Jefferson said. "If a person is 
so sharp, why can't they chan­
nel that energy and knowledge 
into something constructive 
and enterprising." 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com I ¢313) Z22-2637 

CANTON COP CALLS 
Crossbow stolen 

1A number of non-firearm 
weapons, including a cross­

bow with accessories and case, 
were taken from a truck parked 
outside on the 1400 block of 
Ledgewood. The victim said 
his wife's vehicle was also rum­
maged through, but nothing 
was apparently missing. 

Purse snatchers 

2Two women were charged 
with retail fraud on March 

22 after they were caught 
walking out of Wal-Mart 
(39500 Ford Road) with items 
that were not purchased. A 
store employee watched as the 
women selected a purse off . 
the rack and removed the tag. 
They then reportedly took sev­
eral other items and concealed 
them in the purse. 

Credit card fraud 

3A homeowner on the 455.00 
Morningside told police he 

wasn't getting his credit card 
statements in the mail, and 
when he called the credit com­
pany he was told his address 
was changed to one in Detroit. 
His credit cards were cancelled 
and he received new cards. The 

victim said he couldn't tell if 
anything was charged under his 
name because he hadn't been 
receiving the bills in the mail. 

Check fraud 

4The owner of the Marathon 
Gas Station, 41479 Michigan 

Avenue, told police a customer 
gave him a $423.14 check to 
pay for gasoline on March 6. 
However the bank told him 
they wouldn't cash it because it 
was a fraudulent check. 

License plate stolen 

5A homeowner on the 200 
block of Woodward told 

police the license plate for his 
1991 Chrysler was stolen some­
time this winter. The victim 
said he parked the car in the 
driveway and put a tarp over it 
for the winter. When he uncov­
ered the car he noticed the 
plate was gone. 

Car vandalized 

6A woman told police she . 
parked her car in front of 

her residence at 51 Mott and 
when she returned to the vehi­
cle noticed the windshield was 
cracked. The report indicated 
a small object may have been 
used to crack the windshield. 

L i q u i d a t i o n 
S a l e CANTON ONLY 

X D A Y 

Store Closing 
"We lost our lease after 

Serto Perfect 
Sleepers 
Nol/v$599 

Complete 
Futon 

Reg $699 
$349 

Mattress sets available. 
Over 25 complete futons. 

n ^ * * 
oetfframes 

$14 to 
$29 

If you have been putting off buying a quality Serta Sleep set 
don't wait another day. First come first served. You will never 

get an opportunity like this again DON'T MISS IT!!! 
All Headboards 75% off 

Floor Sample Bunk Beds, Daybeds $199 fo $349 (Bring your tools!) 
Bring your truck. It all has to be gone by Sunday Night, 

(Delivery available. Min $39.00) 
42489 Ford Road in Canton 

Lilley & Ford Road 
(Behind the New Potbelly Restaurant) 

Sales telephone 734-844-0400 
Sale Hours: Hon * Sat 10 am • 8 pm, Sun 12 noon - 8 pm 

Approved Check«Cash*Vi$a*MaslerCard 
Most items below wholesale! 

Sale Extended to Mi 
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WARREN ROAD 

7399 LILLEY ROAD • CANTON • 734-254-0829 
Open Mon.-Sat, 9-9; Sun. 10-6 We accept MasterCard, Visa, AmericanExpress & Debit 

W e reserve the right to limit items, substitutions, while supplies last. 

;̂̂ :--¾-- fc .'v-'.- -iv,- ^ '• 

. 

EQUATE 
MOUTHWASH 

1.5 liter • Limit 4 

ANGEL SOFT 
BATHTISSUE 

4 Rolls • Limit 4 

DISHWASHING 
LIQUID 

16-22 oz. • Limit 4 

Assorted "^" 

AWESOME 
CLEANERS 
32 oz. • Limit 4 

CADBURY 
CANDY BARS 
Assorted sizes • Limit 4 

"-. ->*86* MSB 

ASSORTED 
T-SHIRTS 

All sizes • Limit 4 

ALBERTO V05 
SHAMPOO 

ssoTted 15-22 oz. • Limit 4 

AIM 
TOOTH PASTE 
Assorted 6oz. • Limit 4 

I T E M S O V E R $ 1 . 0 0 

«2 

ARIZONA 
ICED TEA 

Assorted 1 gallon • Limit 4 

PURE WESSON 
CANOLA OIL 

1 Gallon • Limit 4 

Weuon 

FIESTA 
PAPER TOWELS 

Single Roils • Limit 12 

RAMEN NOODLES 
by the CASE 

2-pack cup, 24-pac bag • Limit 4 cases $ - -

SPRING WATER 
by DANNON 

24 pack, 16 V oz • Limit 4 

per case 

B I G C H I E F 
S U G A R 

4 lb. bag • Limit 6 

per cc 

http://hometownlife.com
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W-W unions get 4-year agreements 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Two Wayne-Westland employee 
groups will be getting pay increases 
that mirror the raises received by trie 
district's teachers in a contract rati­
fied last month. 

The school board voted 6-0 
with board Treasure Steve Becher 
absent to approve new contracts 
with the Wayne-Westland Building 
Administrators Association and 
Wayne-Westland Central Office 
Administrators Association. 

The agreements, however, drew 
criticism from some residents who 
believe now is not the time to be 
handing out pay raises when many 
residents of the district are experi­
encing job losses or a reduction in 
their income. 

"As a citizen of this district, I don't 
know of anyone who is receiving pay 
increases, they're facing pay freezes 
or cuts," said Brandi Smith. "How do 
you justify giving out raises? I want to 
know what the kids are going to lose 
out on "because that is going to happen." 

According to Bernard La Porte, 
senior executive director of human 
resources, the four-year agreement 
runs through June 30,2012, and 
includes increases of 1.75 percent 
for 2008-2009 and 1.5 percent for 
each of the remaining, three years. 
The contract also includes a cut in 
the vacation fund, a change in health 
cate to include a $10 co-pay for office 
visits and $25 charge for non-emer­
gency room visits and a $10 increase 
in sick day payouts when the staffer 
resigns, if they have worked for the 
district for more than 10 years. 

"The salary parallels the teachers 
contract," he said. "That has been the 
policy, when we settle a contract we 
look at what the teachers got." 

The WWBAA salary includes five 
grade levels and eight steps. The 
wages range from a low of $68,779 
for an member at grade 11, step 
1, up to a high of $116,316 for an 
administrator at grade 15, step 8 in 
2008-2009 and increaseto a range of 
$72,176 to $121,887 in 2011-2012. 

The WWCOAA salary schedule 
has 17 grades and 8 steps. At the 
low end - grade 1, step 1 - wages for 
2008-2009 are 32,904 while employ­
ees at grade 17, step 8, will receive 
$120,948. In the fourth year of the 
contract those wages will increase to 
$35,260 and $128,937 respectively. 

Smith questioned why the district 
would agree to four-year contracts 

when there's a possibility of massive 
cuts in state school aid. 

"People are taking pay cuts and pay 
freezes, that needs to happen here," 
she said. "With the current losses, 
you need to make sure we don't lose 
services to the students." 

Her sentiments were echoed by 
Mark Blackwell who told the board 
that his "union brothers have taken 
concession after concession to stabi­
lize the auto industry." 

"The same should be happening 
here," he said. 

Superintendent Greg Baracy 
stressed that the district has been 
involved in cost containment for 
quite some time. The district has 
cut back on non-essential purchases 
and has restricted overtime. It also 
purchases diesel fuel at half the price 
at the pump through a cooperative 

agreement and buys natural gas from 
the well head. 

"Children are our first concern," 
Baracy said. "There are concessions 
in these packages. We are tightening 
our belt and retooling like business. 
We have a plan, we have a funding 
structure to preserve programs for 
the students." 

He added that there have been a 
number of concessions made by the 
bargaining units that are cost con­
tainment. 

Board President Martha 
Pitsenbarger told the audience that 
the district has done what she has 
done with her personal finances. 

"They're doing everything they can 
for cost containment," Pitsenbarger 
said. "We know who we're here for 
— children. Don't think we don't have 
children first." 

Churchill students hold peace conference for teens 
BY KAREN SMITH 

OBSERVER STAFF-WRITER 

Some students at Churchill 
High School in Livonia want 
teens to know they don't have 
to wait to become adults to 
make a difference. 

The students, members 
of the World Focus group at 
Churchill, are putting on a 
peace conference for 13- to 19-
year-olds in the metro Detroit 
and Windsor area from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday at 
Madonna University, Livonia. 

The event is "organized by 
teens for teens to see what 
teens are capable of doing," 
said Ryan Stevenson, 18, co-
president of World Focus. "We 
are embracing peace, but we 
are also actively trying to work 
toward it." 

Tickets to "Youth Peace 
Conference: Voices for 
Tomorrow" are $20 each, 
include breakfast and lunch, 
and are available at the door. 

A portion of the event's pro­
ceeds will benefit an African 
village that was raided and 
burned to the ground in 
March 2007 by a neighboring 
agricultural group during a 
land dispute. 

Conference speakers include 

Proceeds from the teen peace conference at Madonna University in Livonia on Saturday will go toward helping the 
African village of Bawock, Cameroon, which was raided and burned by a neighboring agricultural group during a 
land dispute. The World Focus group at Churchill High in Livonia has already contributed more than $3,000 toward 
reconstruction efforts of medical clinics in the village. 

Jeffrey Zaslow, Wall Street 
Journal columnist and co­
author with Randy Pausch of 
the The Last Lecture, and John 
Titus, whose daughter was 
a flight attendant on one of 
the planes hijacked by terror­
ists and flown into the World 

Trade Center on Sept. 11,2001. 
All five speakers are donat­

ing all or a portion of their 
fees to World Focus to help 
the African village, Stevenson 
said. 

The World Focus group 
has already raised more 

than $3,000 to rebuild the 
medical clinic and build a new 
maternity clinic in Bawock, 
Cameroon, said Bob Carris, 
president of the Livonia A.M. 
Rotary Club. 

The students learned of the 
plight of the Bawock residents 

from Dr. Stanley-Pierre Ngeyi, 
a Rotarian and chemistry 
professor at Madonna. Ngeyi 
grew up in Bawock. 

An adviser at their school 
put them in touch with Ngeyi 
after they expressed an inter­
est in doing international 
charity work. 

The World Focus group has 
since become a high school 
Rotary club in order to bet­
ter help the Bawock residents. 
Stevenson said if people have 
the basic needs to live, there's 
no need for them to act in vio­
lence to take what they need 
from others. 

Carris said he is impressed 
with the students in the 
World Focus club. "I've not 
seen a group of kids do 
this on their own," he said. 
"They're the most motivated 
group of kids. They do fund­
raisers about once a month; 
they're seriously interested 
in this." 

He said the Bawock chief 
has sent them thank-you let­
ters, adding that the village 
received little help from the 
government. "They cannot 
believe that kids in the United 
States would do this for 
them." 

Stevenson said the idea of 

VOICES FOR TOMORROW 
What: Peace conference for 
teens 
W h e n : 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday 
W h e r e : Madonna University, 
Livonia 
W h o : 5 p e a k e r s include Jeffrey 
Zaslow, co-author with Randy 
Pausch of the 'The Last Lecture,' 
and John Titus, whose steward­
ess daughter died in the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks • 
tf y o u go: Cost of $20 includes 
breakfast and lunch with a . 
portion benefitting rebuilding 
efforts in Cameroon, Africa. 
Tickets are available at the door. 

the conference is to get more 
teens working together to 
make even more of an impact. 
He encourages teens from all 
over the metro Detroit and 
Windsor area to come. 

"Even though they might 
only be teens, they can make 
a fundamental change in the 
way the world is," he said. 

For more information on the 
conference, e-mail lwfpeace-
conference@gmail.com. • ' 
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Weigh pros and cons 
of being a landlord 

I have received a letter recent­
ly from individuals asking if 
it's a good idea to rent their 

home. My answer is: "Do you 
have what it takes to be a land­
lord?" 

One of the toughest jobs is 
being a landlord. When you 
only have one house to rent it's 
not economical to hire a man­
agement company. I always 
ask people who are considering 
being a landlord if they would 
evict a tenant for nonpayment 
of rent. If the answer is no, 
they should not be a landlord. 
Being a landlord is a business 
and should be treated as such. 
I always tell investors they 
should invest without emotion. 
The same applies to being a 
landlord. You cannot let emo­
tions dictate your decisions. 

Those thinking about rent­
ing their home should talk 
to a landlord to get a feel for 
what is involved. There are 
many books on the topic and 
resources on the Internet. 

If you have made the deci­
sion to become a landlord, 
there are legal and tax issues 
you need to be aware of before 
you allow anyone to move into 
your home. 

The first issue is the lease. It 
is imperative you have a written 
lease. Although you can buy a 
fill-in-the-blank lease, it may not 
fit the situation. Even if you use 
a prototype lease, have an attor­
ney, who is familiar with real 
estate law, review the document. 

Issues that need to be 
addressed in a lease are secu­
rity deposits, length of the 
lease, amount of rent charged, 
late payments and whether to 
allow pets and smoking. 

It's important to remember 
when problems arise, they are 
generally construed against 
the landlord so it is important 
that terms are clearly laid out 
in the lease. 

When renting your home, 
make sure the tenant is 
responsible and trustworthy. 

Money M a t t e r s 

Rick Bloom 

Every suc­
cessful land­
lord requires 
tenants to 
complete an 
application 
which contains 
a variety of 
information. 
It is important 
that the appli­
cation complies 
with the law. 

For example, many landlords 
today will run some sort of 
credit check on the tenant. 
Typically, you need the appli­
cant's permission to access this 
information. Therefore, make 
sure they sign the appropriate 
document to obtain the neces­
sary information. 

AlandJord has to keep separate 
records for tax purposes. Items 
that were not deductible when you 
owned a home maybe deductible 
when you treat it as rental prop­
erty. An example maybe condo 
association dues that become 
deductible when its a rental prop­
erty but are not deductible if it is 
your personal residence. 

As a landlord, there are different 
options available when it comes 
to accounting for taxes on your 
rental property. Sit down with an 
accountant who is familiar with 
rental property so you can use the 
tax laws to your benefit. 

In today's economy, it does 
make economic sense to rent 
outpropertyvs. selling it in 
a down market. However, in 
making that decision consider 
the ramifications of becoming 
a landlord. Carefully weigh the 
pros and cons including whether 
you want the responsibility that 
comes with being a landlord. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bioomassetmana.gement.com. 
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK1400 AM. 

This G r a n d O p e n i n g h a s s o m e t h i n g for e v e r y o n e . W e l c o m e to our 

full-service Huntington b a n k i n g o f f i c e in the C a n t o n area, W e ' r 

part of the n e i g h b o r h o o d a n d look f o r w a r d to serving y o u . 

R e c e i v e a S 5 0 G i f t C a r e 

snmg eel receive 

C a n t o n , M l 4 8 1 8 : 

A bank invested in people! 
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STIMULUS 
FROM PAGE A1 

u n t i l p e o p l e f i l e t h e i r 2 0 0 9 
t a x r e t u r n s , b u t S t r o h m e r 
s a i d p e o p l e s h o u l d b e a w a r e 
o f w h a t i s o u t t h e r e , b e c a u s e 
t h e r e i s a l o t . I n f a c t , s h e s a i d 
t h e y l e a r n m o r e w a y s t o t a k e 
a d v a n t a g e o f t h e s t i m u l u s 
p a c k a g e e v e r y d a y . 

" O u r m o t t o a r o u n d h e r e 
i s s t a y t u n e d . W h a t w e s a y 
t o d a y m i g h t b e t o t a l l y d i f ­
f e r e n t a s p e o p l e t a k e a c l o s e r 
l o o k a t t h i s t h i n g . I t i s c o m ­
p l i c a t e d , b u t t h e r e i s d e f i -

STIMULUS WORKSHOP 
Phyllis Wood, arvH&R Block tax specialist, will explain how the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act applies to you when she visits the 
Canton Public Library at 1 p.m. April 5. Wood will explain how to plan for 
and document tax credits, what information you'll need for your tax 
return and some of the differences between this year's and last year's 
allowances. For more information, call the library at (734) 397-0999. 

n i t e l y a l o t f o r p e o p l e . A n d 
t h e y n e e d t o b e a w a r e o f i t , " 
S t r o h m e r s a i d . 

F o r e x a m p l e , t h e r e i s a n 
$ 8 , 0 0 0 f i r s t - t i m e h o m e b u y e r 
t a x c r e d i t t h a t t a x p a y e r s c a n 
f i l e f o r o n t h e i r 2 0 0 8 o r 2 0 0 9 
t a x r e t u r n s . T h e n t h e r e i s t h e 

t a x c r e d i t t h a t w i l l c o v e r t h e 
c o s t o f t h e s a l e s t a x f o r p e o p l e 
p u r c h a s i n g a n e w v e h i c l e i n 
2 0 0 9 ( t h o u g h t h e y w o n ' t b e 
a b l e t o f i l e f o r t h a t u n t i l n e x t 
y e a r ) . 

F a m i l i e s c a n b e n e f i t i n s e v ­
e r a l w a y s . T h e e a r n e d i n c o m e 

c r e d i t w i l l p r o v i d e f a m i l i e s 
w i t h t h r e e o r m o r e c h i l d r e n 
a d d i t i o n a l t a x r e l i e f . A n d 
t h e r e i s a l s o w i d e r e l i g i b i l i t y 
f o r t h e c h i l d t a x c r e d i t t h a t 
w i l l h e l p l o w e r - i n c o m e f a m i ­
l i e s . 

J o a n E l d r i d g e , H & R B l o c k ' s 
d i s t r i c t m a n a g e r f o r C a n t o n , 
W e s t l a n d , W a y n e a n d G a r d e n 
C i t y , s a i d p e o p l e o n S o c i a l 
S e c u r i t y w i l l a l s o r e c e i v e a 
o n e - t i m e $ 2 5 0 c h e c k s o m e ­
t i m e b e t w e e n J u n e a n d 
A u g u s t . 

" I f s o m e o n e c o l l e c t s S o c i a l 
S e c u r i t y , t h e y w i l l r e c e i v e 
t h i s c h e c k , " s a i d E l d r i d g e , 

w h o w o r k s a t t h e H & R 
B l o c k o f f i c e i n t h e W e s t l a n d 
S h o p p i n g C e n t e r . " H o w e v e r 
t h e y c u r r e n t l y r e c e i v e t h e i r 
c h e c k , t h e y w i l l r e c e i v e t h i s 
c h e c k . " 

T h e r e a r e a l s o s e v e r a l 
a d v a n t a g e s f o r p e o p l e h i t 
h a r d b y t h e e c o n o m y , i n c l u d ­
i n g t h o s e c o l l e c t i n g u n e m ­
p l o y m e n t c o m p e n s a t i o n , w h o 
w i l l r e c e i v e a n a d d i t i o n a l $ 2 5 
a w e e k a n d g e t e x t e n d e d b e n ­
e f i t s . T h e n e w p l a n a l s o c a l l s 
f o r t h e f i r s t $ 2 , 4 0 0 o f u n e m ­
p l o y m e n t n o t t o b e t a x e d . 

F o r t h o s e w h o h a v e l o s t 
j o b s , t h e r e i s a l s o a f e d e r a l 

s u b s i d y a v a i l a b l e t h a t w i l l ' 
c o v e r 6 5 p e r c e n t o f C O B R A 
h e a l t h i n s u r a n c e b e n e f i t s f o r 
n i n e m o n t h s . 

T h e s e a r e j u s t s o m e o f t h e 
p r o g r a m s H & R B l o c k o f f i ­
c i a l s a r e t o u t i n g . E l d r i d g e , a 
W e s t l a n d r e s i d e n t , s a y s t h e r e 
w i l l a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y b e m o r e . 

" T h e r e ' s p r o b a b l y g o i n g t o 
h e m o r e t h a t t r i c k l e s d o w n 
t o u s , " s h e s a i d . " T h e b o t t o m 
l i n e i s p e o p l e n e e d t o a s k 
w h o e v e r i s p r e p a r i n g t h e i r t a x 
r e t u r n s q u e s t i o n s . W e h a v e a 
l o t o f p e o p l e c o m i n g i n a s k i n g 
w h a t t h e s t i m u l u s m e a n s t o 
t h e m . W e l i k e q u e s t i o n s . " 

FESTIVAL 
FROM'PAGE A1 

t h e y a r e t h e s a m e a n d d i f f e r ­
e n t , a n d h o w t h e y s o u n d w h e n 
t h e y a r e m i x e d , " W a s h b u r n 
s a i d . " T h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e 
p r o g r a m w i l l b e t r a d i t i o n a l 
C h i n e s e f o l k m u s i c , e i t h e r 
r e c o m p o s e d o r a r r a n g e m e n t s 
t a i l o r e d t o o u r o r c h e s t r a . I t w i l l 
b e a h y b r i d o f t h e t w o s t y l e s . " 

P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n S y m p h o n y 
O r c h e s t r a D i r e c t o r B e t h 
S t e w a r t o f P l y m o u t h T o w n s h i p 
s a i d G a o c a n m a k e t h e 
e h r u s o u n d l i k e a f i d d l e , a 
S t r a d i v a r i u s v i o l i n o r m i m i c 
t h e h u m a n v o i c e . 

" T h e w h o l e f i r s t p a r t o f t h e 
p r o g r a m i s a l l b e a u t i f u l s c o r e s 
o f C h i n e s e f o l k m u s i c t h e 
A s i a n p o p u l a t i o n w i l l r e c o g ­
n i z e , " S t e w a r t s a i d , " i n c l u d i n g 
Jasmine Flowers a n d Butterfly 
Lovers. 

" W e ' r e a l s o g o i n g t o h a v e 
a C h i n e s e d a n c e t r o u p e o n 
s t a g e , " s h e a d d e d . " T h e c o s ­
t u m i n g i s b e a u t i f u l . " 

O n S u n d a y , M a r c h 29, a t 
2 p . m . , G a o w i l l g i v e a n e h r u 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n a l o n g w i t h t h e 
Y o u t h O r c h e s t r a o n C h i n e s e 
m u s i c . T h e d a n c e t r o u p e w i l l 
d e m o n s t r a t e t h e h i s t o r y o f 
C h i n e s e d a n c e 4 - 6 p . m . B o t h 
s e s s i o n s a r e o p e n t o t h e p u b l i c 
f r e e o f c h a r g e . 

" T h e P a r t n e r s h i p f o r t h e A r t s 
i n C a n t o n h a s b e e n r e a l l y s u p ­
p o r t i v e a n d g a v e u s a g r a n t f o r 
t h e F u s i o n F e s t i v a l t h i s y e a r , 
l i k e i t d i d l a s t y e a r , " S t e w a r t 
s a i d . " I t a l l o w s u s a c h a n c e 
t o s p r e a d o u r w i n g s a n d p u t 
t o g e t h e r m u s i c w e m i g h t o t h e r ­
w i s e n o t g e t t o p l a y . " 

W a s h b u r n s a i d s h e ' s e x c i t e d 
t o h a v e a s e c o n d c h a n c e t o 
w o r k w i t h G a o . 

" W h e n h e p l a y e d i n 
P l y m o u t h , h e b r o u g h t d o w n t h e 
h o u s e , " W a s h b u r n s a i d . " P e o p l e 
c o u l d n ' t b e l i e v e t h e y w e r e 
e n j o y i n g m u s i c t h a t w a s s o d i f ­
f e r e n t . H e ' s q u i t e t h e s h o w m a n 
a n d a n a m a z i n g a r t i s t . " 

T i c k e t s f o r t h e S a t u r d a y c o n ­
c e r t a r e $ 2 5 f o r a d u l t s , $ 2 0 f o r 
s e n i o r s a n d $ 1 0 f o r c h i l d r e n . 
T i c k e t s c a n b e p u r c h a s e d a t t h e 
P l y m o u t h S y m p h o n y p f f i c e b y 
c a l l i n g ( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 1 - 2 l i i T i c k e t s 
c a n a l s o b e p u r c h a s e d u s i n g 
t h e V i l l a g e T h e a t e r ' s s e c u r e 
o n l i n e b o x o f f i c e a t w w w . 
o r c h e s t r a c a n t o n . o r g , o r a t t h e 
V i l l a g e T h e a t e r b o x o f f i c e o n e 
h o u r p r i o r t o t h e p e r f o r m a n c e . 

tbruscato@hometownlife.comj (313) 222-2637 

KNOW THE 
SCORE 

check out the 
numbers in 

today's 

S p o r t s 
section 

THINKING ABOUT.. 

SB** 
F R E t i l f f M A T E S 

§#1930 ( 7 3 4 ) ¾ * 
Our 3&ib Year! 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
8919 Mim$8BJ* LIVONIA 

www.unitedtempCTatureservices.com 

H U R R Y IN FOR 
SPECIAL VALUES 

Puasv:1,- j/^/l-y - « 0 9 
u r ! - i * o1

 ' L r / . i i C noted 

LOUIE'S 
Lets Build Something Together 

J i l l 
ft1**?' 

17% 
U SELECT DEWALT® 

TOOLS AND ACCESSORIES 

O f f e r v a l i d 3 / 1 / 0 9 - 3 / 3 1 / 0 9 . D i s c o u n t t a k e r * 
a t r e g i s t e r . S e e s t o r e f o r d e t a i l s . 

2 7 c 
o f i 

5 SELECT HITACHI® 
POWER TOOLS 

Offer v a l i d 3/1/09 - 3 / 3 1 / 0 9 . D i s c o u n t 
t a k e n a t register, S«« s t a r © f o r details. 

Iff*' 

now 
; $5 

7/16" x 4' x 8' O S B S h e a t h i n g 
•Us« fur roof and wall construct ion 
if 12212 

Pricing for commodity stems may vary d u s to market 
conrirfions • we reserve the right to limit quantities.. 

1 * i r « 
I 

N-STOCK OWENS CORNING 
IDGE ARCHITECTURAL SHINGLES 

D i s c o u n t t a k « n 
r e g i s t e r . O f f e r v a l i d 3 / 2 6 / 0 9 -

S e c s t o r e f o r d e t a i l s 

20 
0/ BASIC GARAGE 

/0 DOOR OPENER 
Off INSTALLATION LABOR 

Discount taKen at t ime o f order. Offer 

w a s *53 
Any Size, In-Stock 
Pre~Hung 6-Parte! M o l d e d 
Hol low-Cora Interior D o o r 
L o c k s e t s s o l d s e p a r a t e l y . 

NEW LOWER PRICE I 
now 

w a s 
3/4-HP G a r a g e D o o r O p e n e r 
•Strong and reliable chain drive to frft 
the heaviest garage door #248735 

§ 9 ! 

t 

V A L U E ! 

now 
$124 was 

*184 
32" o r 36" 9 - U t e 
Stee l Entry D o o r Unit 
Locksets sold separately. 

9 K % £3 oft 
JOINT COMPOUND 

JUT 

register. 
• 3/30/03. 

I l l - - , 
1 1 m . 
1 

1 1 

now 
Q"7<t was 
O f ^ 98« each 
8" x 8" x 16" 
C o n c r e t e B l o c k # 1 0 3 8 3 
I t e m s may vary by market 

- C I 
now 

67 

V A L U E ! 

was 
S-J77 

2" x 4" x 96" Ki ln-Dr ied 
White w o o d S e l e c t S t u d 
# 6 0 0 5 
Pricing for c o m m o d i t y Items may \ 
d u e to market c o n d i t i o n s - \ 
the right l u limit quantities. 

w a s now 
$397 
2 4 - P a c k Bot t led Water 

B r a n d s m a y vary by market. 

T O P C K u I C n 

•1 

2" x 4" x 8' T o p C h o i c e 

Pricing for c o m m o d i t y items m a y vary 
- w e reserve 

•• right to limit quantities. 

with purchase of any ReJiabtit Special 
Order vinyl window Discount taken 

•it time of order. Offe r valid 3/26/09-
S i s t e r e for (totalis. 

28"W x 38"H 3201 S e r i e s 
D o u b l e - H u n g Vinyl 

» 2 5 0 l b . l o a d c a p a c i t y •Limited lifetime warranty 
• A / i i D i o t*y ^ P U J I O Order 

PORTER 

s109 
2 - P i e c e 18-Voit NiCad 
C o r d l e s s C o m b o Kit 
•Includes 1 / 2 " drill/driver, 
6 - 1 / 2 " c i r c u l a r s a w , 1 -hour 

»r a n d 2 

.VALUES 

now 
was 
$3978 

50' 12/3 C o n t r a c t o r C o r d 
•Heavy-duty PowerLite"* p lug 
ikjhts UD when power is on 
•Lifotirrv warranty 

d i s c o u n t , T h i s c o u p o n is g o o d for a single receip? p u r c h a s e of any in-stock or S p & c ^ i Order m e r c h a n d i s e only up to S 5 0 0 0 ( M a x i m u m d i s c o u n t $500}. C o u p o n is not r e d e e m a b l e for c a s h , is n o n t r a n s f e r a b l e ' a n d 
c a n n o t h e fepiar.ed >t lost or s t o l e n . Vntd if altered, c o p s e d , transferred, or s o l d through any cm-tine a u c t i o n . Limit one. c o u p o n per h o u s e h o l d or b u s i n e s s . Not valid o n s a l e s via L o w e s . c o m , previous s a l e s , p u r c h a s e 
of s e r v i c e u? y i f l t o i u V Offer must b u requested at the l i m e of purchase. ORea is subject tu credit a p p r o v a l . C o u p o n valid for om time u s e only. Offer is no) valid i& a c c o u n t s o p e n e d ptior to 3/2^/09. E x c l u d e ® 
L o w e ' s * ' ' C o n s u m e r Credit A c c o u n t s , i o w « V ' Project O a r d ^ ' A c c o u n t s , t o w e s " * V I S A * A c c o u n t s , a n d ail Lowe's*" C a n a d a Credit o r o d u r t s . While I o w a ' s strives to be a c c u r a t e , unintentional errors m a y o c c u r , W e 

sight to correct any error. P r i c e s a n d promotions apply to U S locations anry. © 2 0 0 3 by L o w e ' s ^ . Ail rights r e s e r v e d . L o w e ' s a n d the g a b l e d e s i g n are registered trademarhs of IF. L L C . {090391) 

http://hometownlife.com
http://orchestracanton.org
mailto:tbruscato@hometownlife.com
http://www.unitedtempCTatureservices.com
http://Lowes.com
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LIFE HAS 
ITS MOMENTS. . 

Hn surprise 20 birthday party 

Got a promotion 

(kUexed a. bUck bek in Iwde \ 

Gift from toy best friend 

. . .MAKE THEM 
UNFORGETTABLE 

T M 

P A N D O R A 
T R U N K S H O W 
Build a Bracelet of Memories 
A d d to your c o l l e c t i o n - or start a new one. C h o o s e from 
hundreds of Pandora pieces flown in especially for this 
one-day event. Shop early for the best selection. 

• Tremendous Selection 
• Makes a Great Gift! 
• Refreshments 
• Free Gift Wrapping 

O n e D a y O n l y ! S a t u r d a y , M a r c h 2 8 ^ 

9 : 3 0 a . m . - 6 : 0 0 p . m . 

Stop in to the Showroom of Elegance and purchase 
$25 or more in P A N D O R A and receive a free lobster 
clasp bracelet. Customers may pay the difference 
to upgrade to a P A N D O R A Clasp bracelet. O n e 
bracelet per customer. This special offer is v a l i d 
during the Trunk Show only. 

/ H O W R O O M OF 

/{'fiance 
I N E J E W E L R Y 

6018 Canton Center Rd 
(North of Ford Rd.) 
P: 734.207.1906 

U.S. Pat. No. 7,007,507 • © • All rights reserved 
O E O S 6 4 8 7 4 4 

www.showroomofelegance.com 

http://www.showroomofelegance.com
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DRIVE ONE 
From the latest hands-free SYNC system to the most fuel-efficient SUV, you might be surprised what's new at 

Ford is making technological strides, setting new 
records in quality, and continuing to find new ways 
to go green - ali while remaining a leader in safety. 

WHY FORD? 
You can s e e it in the new high-quality, fuel-efficient cars 

and trucks on the road today. Track our progress. Our 

story is yours to share at wwwAhefordstory.com 
F O R D resisted government bailout loans. 

F O R D has a stronger finance 

arm with Ford Motor Credit 

than the lenders G M and 

Chrysler work 

with. 

•Totally Re-Designed for 2009 » Motor Trend Truck Of The Year, IIHS 
Top Safety Pick, Best selling braid of trucks for 3 2 years in a row 

» AUTOMOTIVE Magazine features it on this months cover with 
the heading of "Shocking New Taurus" * Also wins Best of Show 
at North American Internationaf.Auto Show 

• USA TODAY claims "it's the best gas-electric hybrid" * Earns 
top tax credits. Beats Honda and Toyota 

Rated at 22 city, 2 5 highway - EPA MPG * Starts at $ 2 1 , 4 7 5 , 
* Ford fills an un-met U.S. commercial business 

need with new Transit Connect - an industry 
exclusive vehicle specifically developed to be a 

new choice for small business owners 
Low operating and ownership costs 

cargo space 
and a 1 , 8 0 0 pound payload 

WHY 
Atchinson Ford has been family o w n e d and 
operated since 1961, your h o m e t o w n local dealer, 
serving the Belleville and Canton c o m m u n i t y for 
over 47 years. "Big enough to deal, small e n o u g h 
to c a r e . " We support our local neighborhood w i t h 
many contributions a n d sponsorships. Atchinson 
Ford has a large selection of new and used vehicles. 
We have a skilled crew of sales consultants that are 
all " M a s t e r Certified." 

DRIVE QUA 
» Ford has more trucks on the road with 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 miles than any 
other brand • Ford quality Is on par with the Japanese automakers 
and the best of the domestics • Ford brand quality improves at a 
rate faster than the industry average according to the JD Powers' 
Initial Quality Survey 

DRIVE GREEN 
* Ford Fusion hybrid is America's mostfuel-efflclent mid-size sedan-
beating the Camry hybrid by 8mpg in the city and 2mpg on the 
highway ® Ford has 7 car, truck and SUV choices that get 25mpg 
or better • FMC is a 2 0 0 8 ENERGY STAR Sustained Excellence 
Winner * Escape Hybrid is one of the most fuel-efficient SUVs on 
the pianet • FMC expect to put 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 EcoBoost vehicles on 
the road in the next five years 

DRIVE SAFE 
• More Ford Motor Company vehicles are rated "Top Safety Picks" by 

the IIHS than any other automaker * Ford has received more 5-star 
crash test ratings than any other company in US history 
F-150 was dubbed "America's Safest Fuli-Stee Pickup" 

DRIVE SMART 
® Ford SYNC w/911 Assist and Vehicle Health Report was named 
"Bluetooth S1G Best of CES 2 0 0 9 User's Choice Winner" * Ford 
Work Solutions was named *#1 Feature for 2 0 0 9 Half-ton Pickup 
Trucks" by www, pickuptrucks.com 

W H A T Y 

Atchinson Ford has been Pro-American since the 
first day w e opened our doors back in 1961. We 
constantly support our troops, our c o m m u n i t y a n d 
A m e r i c a . O u r message of what you drive, drives 
America is not a marketing scheme, it is the truth. 
We invite y o u to do some research 
at www.levelfieldinstitute.org 
and see the facts surrounding 
American car companies. Auto 
jobs matter to America. Nearly 
five million U.S. jobs depend o n automakers. They are America's number one exporter, a leading 
buyer of parts and materials, and our largest source of Research and Development. 

Our buy American message is what we strongly believe. If you do not want to buy 
American to help support our country, buy American because it is better. 

9800 Belleville Road 
734-697-9161 atchinsonford.net 

O E 0 8 6 5 0 1 6 0 

http://hometownlife.com
http://pickuptrucks.com
http://www.levelfieldinstitute.org
http://atchinsonford.net
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si) GANNETT 
Our fundamental purposes are to 
enhance the lives of our readers, 
nurture the hometowns we serve 
and contribute to the business 
success of our customers. 

OUR VIEWS 

BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Bob Boyer first donated money to move the old Cady (now 
Cady-Boyer) barn to Cherry Hill Village. He is now saving an 
old silo, which is being moved next to the barn. 

Community owes 
a big thank you to 
benefactor 

They just don't make 'em like they used to. That 
can be said for the 1930s-era silo that is being 
moved to Cherry Hill Village from a former farm 
near Ford and Ridge roads. 

Let's face it, silos — once a common feature on 
Canton's landscape — are a thing of the past here. 
They, and the farms they once graced, have been 
replaced by tidy subdivisions, restaurants and big 
box stores. Many call that progress. 

Longtime Canton resident and business owner 
Bob Boyer might even agree with that characteriza­
tion — progress. But Boyer, who owns Boyer's Meat 
Processing, also knows the importance of a town 
remembering its history. For years his business was 
intertwined with Canton's farming history — he 
personally dealt with some of the town's former 
farmers. He, as much as anyone, remembers when 
Canton was Michigan's "sweet corn capital." 

Unfortunately, today many of the people who live 
in Canton, especially the younger generation, have 
no idea about that past. Thanks to Boyer's eternal 
generosity there will always be a vivid reminder of 
that proud past. 

A couple years ago, Boyer paid in the neighbor­
hood of $100,000. out of his own pocket to move 
the old Cady Barn 

According to Boyer, there 
are just a couple silos 
remaining in Canton, 
which is why he wanted to 
save this one. He said tie 
would like to one day add 
a spiral staircase that will 
take visitors to the top of 
the silo where they would 
have a fantastic view 
of the Canton Township' 
landscape-a landscape 
where there once stood 
dozens of similar silos. 

— a Civil War-era barn 
that was going to be 
torn down — from the 
Plymouth-Canton high 
school campus to town­
ship-owned property 
in Cherry Hill Village. 
Now he is in the pro­
cess of moving the old 
silo to the same site. 

Boyer, again using 
his own money, hired 
the same Amish work­
men who moved the 
barn to take down the 
silo, which was donat­
ed by Tim and Gail 
Carr, who own part of 
the old 40-acre farm 
where it once stood. In 
the next couple weeks, 
the workers, who have ! 

already dismantled the silo, will begin erecting it 
in the township's burgeoning historical village that 
also includes the Travis-Bartlett House and Hugh 
Clyde home. 

According to Boyer, there are just a couple silos 
remaining in Canton, which is why he wanted to 
save this one. He said he would like to one day add 
a spiral staircase that will take visitors to the top 
of the silo where they would have a fantastic view 
of the Canton Township landscape — a landscape 
where there once stood dozens of similar silos. 

Canton is lucky to have such a generous benefac­
tor in Boyer. From him we could all learn a valuable 
lesson about civic duty and community service. 

Thank you Mr. Boyer. They just don't make 'em 
like you anymore. 

Join the discussion 

f you had $18,000 to Invest in one of 
the Big Three auto companies, which 
one would you pick? 

Go to hometowniifeioii to give us your feedback. 

Kurt Kuban 
Community 

Editor 

G A N N E T T 

Hugh Gallagher 
Managing Editor 

Susan Rosiek 
Executive Editor 

Grace P e r r y 
Director of 
Advertising 

COMMUNITYVOICE 
Asked at the Canton Public Library: Do you think winter is over? 

H S U 

"No, because we've had our 
worst storms in March and 

Helaine Binstock, 72, Canton 

"No, because we always seem to "Yes, because of global 
get one last snow storm at the warming. Al Gore said so." 
end of March or early April. I just Melissa Fassett, 4 2 , canton 

came back from Florida and! 
think I came back too early." 

Rob C ripe, 54, Canton 

Cut salaries 
My husband and I are out of a job, 

and the Canton trustees are propos­
ing to raise water and sewer rates? 
We can hardly pay our bills right now. 
What the municipal government of our 
town should do is make everybody at 
the municipal building take a pay cut. 
I think all of them — from the town 
supervisor to the lowest paid clerk — are 
all overpaid. They should decrease the 
rates instead of increasing them. 

Marlene Grant 
Canton 

Rethink rate increase 
With regards to the proposed water 

rate increase. The Canton Township 
Board of Trustees had better think 
good and hard on ways to keep the hike 
increase reasonable. With the economy 
on the edge, jobless rates on the rise and 
property values in decline. The last thing 
distressed homeowners need now is a 
higher water bill to worry about every 
three months. Even the threat of an 
increase may have the reverse affect on 
bringing in revenue. 

People will cut back even further 
on consumption. Summer watering of 
lawns will drop off perhaps and that will 
decrease property values even further. 
Who wants to live in a community that 
is afraid to take a drink of water because 
it's too expensive. What kind of com­
munity draw will we have. "Welcome to 
Canton" The great Michigan desert"! 
Land of the two-minute shower and dirt 
brown lawns. 

I hope the board can make sense of 
the situation and provide the correct and 
patriotic solution. Canton will survive 
this economic crisis. The question is 
how will we be remembered and thought 
of when prosperous times return. Are 
we going to be proud to say we dealt 
with the crisis with compassion and not 
panic? I hope so, to do the right thing 
now will make all of us proud to live here 
and will draw others here in the future. 

J i m Drozdowski 
Canton 

Montoya is right choice 
As each day passes the Plymouth-

Canton Marching Band is facing a 
mounting task. Marching bands are pre­
paring for the upcoming season. Shows, 
music, and possibly choreography have 
already been selected planting their 
seed they hope will blossom at Lucas 
Oil Stadium at the Grand Nationals in 
November. 

After reading the article "Third time a 
charm?" by Brad Kadrich; I cannot help 
but write to the paper to express my dis­
pleasure at both the hiring process and 
committee. 

Mr. Ray Bihun stated: "A band as 
prominent as Ply mouth-Canton's ... 
should be drawing more prospects. We're 
a national program." (Canton Observer, 
March 12) Could it be that these pro­
spective candidates were intimidated 
with the marching band's past history 
and its continued resolution towards 
excellence? Could it be that these pro­
spective candidates have never dealt 
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What do you think? 
Mail comments to the Canton Observer, 615 W. 
Lafayette, Second Level, Detroit, Ml 48226 or 
e-mail to kkuban@hometownlife.com. 

with a Plymouth-Canton marching band 
type student? 

Our students demand to be more than 
just "OK." Our students desire to reach 
their fullest potential as individuals 
and together as a band. Our students 
are determined to restore, reclaim, and 
maintain Plymouth-Canton's status as 
one of the most renowned and recog­
nized bands in the nation. 

Andrew Carnegie said: "Teamwork 
is the ability to work together toward 
a common vision. The ability to direct 
individual accomplishments toward 
organizational objectives. It is the fuel 
that allows common people to attain 
uncommon results." Our band epitomiz­
es this quote. 

On Nov. 15, 2008, the Plymouth-
Canton Marching Band phoenixed 
from the ashes of a mundane season to 
reclaim a spot as one of the best march­
ing bands in the nation finishing 11th at 
the Grand Nationals. This was accom­
plished, not by magic or luck, but by 
sheer determination of the students who 
were supported and encouraged by Mr. 
Martin Montoya, his staff, parents, and 
fans. Mr. Montoya is truly a gifted teach­
er. As "interim" director, not only did he 
achieve a spot in the Nationals, but also 
"PCEP had its wind ensemble and var­
sity band ... along with its concert and 
symphony bands under the direction of 
Martin Montoya... scored straight "Is") 

Has any of the board observed his 
interaction with the students? Has the 
board ever obtained opinions from the 
students and/or parents? I have seen Mr. 
Montoya "teach" on the practice field. I 
have seen Mr. Montoya take that special 
time and effort with a student and sec­
tions that need the extra help. I have 
seen students respond to Mr. Montoya 
because they respect and believe in 
him. As a parent of a band member, I 
believe in him. I believe Mr. Montoya 
deserves to be offered the position of 
director based upon his credentials, his 
professionalism, and his devotion and 
dedication to the music program and his 
students. 

The selection process was said to be 
"complicated." Not in the least when 
someone as capable as Mr. Montoya is 
right there. 

Carl Katafiasz 
Canton 

Hire Montoya 
I would like to offer my support of the 

re-hiring of Martin Montoya as direc­
tor of the Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park Marching Band. I am a junior in 
the program, and I have marched for 
three years. I can honestly say this sea­
son has been the best. It was completely 
different from the first two seasons that 
I was in this great program. 

My first two years, I was not motivated 
to try very hard, I heard that we were 
Plymouth-Canton and we were the best. 
This year, Mr. Montoya showed me the 
down sides of our program. He taught 

"I have faith it is because my 
tulip bulbs are starting to come 
up, and my neighbor's crocus is 
blooming. That's the sign." 
Julie Osika, 4 0 , Canton 

me to never be satisfied with where I am, 
to always reach for more, and to want to 
be the real best, not just the best accord­
ing to yourself. 

I always thought we would be fine 
because we were Plymouth-Canton, but 
Mr. Montoya showed me that you have 
to earn the right to be good; you are not 
just good because people before you have • 
been. He also taught me that giving up is 
simply not an option. 

When everyone counted us down and 
out, he was the one that never gave up on 
us, he was the one that always told us we 
could be great, if we truly wanted to be. 

I strongly believe that Mr. Montoya 
did a miraculous thing with the band 
this season. This band thought we were 
all down and out, we thought we were 
done, we all thought we would not make 
to the national finals at Indianapolis. 
We thought this for many reasons; we 
were scared about having a new director, 
we were scared about losing our visual 
caption head, we were scared about los­
ing 50 good seniors* we were scared that 
we would not live up to the Plymouth-
Canton name. 

Mr. Montoya washed those fears away 
by showing us that he was a more than 
capable director; he showed us he was a 
great director. Mr. Montoya showed us 
that it was not all about who was telling 
us how to march, it was about us and 
how we wanted to march. Mr. Montoya 
showed us that losing 50 seniors just 
gave others an opportunity to step up 
and lead. 

Mr. Montoya turned Plymouth-Canton 
back into what it used to be. A band was 
once a well-balanced marching band, 
that could play well, and march well, too. 
In recent years, the musical part of our 
program had not been what it once was. 
We could march really well and we had 
to compensate for the musical part of the 
program. 

Mr. Montoya was determined to 
change that, and change that he did. In 
past years, it was always the Plymouth-
Canton marching band winning the 
MCBA competitions, but we sounded 
like garbage, and we knew it. We 
learned this year that it is not about 
what place you get, it is about how 
good you know you did. It was about 
giving it everything you had, and hold­
ing nothing back. It became about hav­
ing pride about what you just sounded 
like out on the field, not just what you 
looked like.' 

This marching season can be defined 
by one word: adversity. Mr. Montoya was 
eight months behind in show design, hir­
ing a staff and everything else. We had 
no reason to make the national finals at 
Indianapolis at all. Mr. Montoya did this 
season what Mr. Whitlock failed to do, 
he carried his first-year band all the way 
into finals on the national stage. We did 
not have a real visual caption head, we 
had a small, new staff. 

I know that given all the advantages 
a band director should have in prepara­
tion, Mr. Montoya will take this band 
above and beyond what it has been in 
recent years. Seeing what he helped us 
achieve with such short preparation 
time, and help from others, it makes me 
so excited for next year. I am so excited 
to see what he can do with a full year to 
get ready for the upcoming season. 

Paul Shanks 
Canton High School Class of 2010 


