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Calling all Ricky Nelson fans. 
The two sons of the late star will 
be at the Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill on Friday, March 27, to pay 
tribute to their father, who first 
broke hearts on the Ozzie and 
Harriet television show and later 
went on to have a solid career as a 
musician. 

"Ricky Nelson Remembered" 
will feature identical twins 
Matthew and Gunnar Nelson, . 
rock stars in their own right, 
who will perform a 90-minute 
concert that will include all of 
Ricky Nelson's hits interwoven 
with family films and outtakes 
from the Ozzie and Harriet 
show. They'll also tell behind-

. the-scene stories that give great 
insight into what was happening 
as Ricky Nelson wrote many of 
his top hits, including Garden 
Party. 

The show, which begins at 7 
p.m. with a pre-show reception, 
will benefit the nonprofit bereave­
ment outreach work of New Hope 
Center for Grief Support, and will 
kick off the New Hope Center for 
Grief Support's 10th anniversary 
year of providing grief support 
services to adults, teens and 
children through groups, individ­
ual support, seminars and other 
resources. 

Tickets to this tribute are $52 
and can be bought online at www. 
canton-mi.or/villagetheater or by 
calling ¢734) 394-5300. A portion 
of your ticket purchase is tax-
deductible. For more information 
about New Hope Center for Grief 
Support, call (248) 348-0115 or 
visit www.newhopecenter.net. 

The Michigan Association of 
Broadcasters Foundation named 
Plymouth-Canton's WSDP the 
high school station of the year 
at the Great Lakes Broadcasting 
Conference and Expo March 11 in 
Grand Rapids. Numerous WSDP 
staffers also received individual 
awards, including Salem junior 
Kurtis Roy, Canton sophomore . 
Sean Fitzpatrick, and Plymouth 
sophomore Derek Harbison. 

WSDP is owned and oper­
ated by the Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools and is run 
by the students from the three 
high schools. The station will host 
a special concert on March 28 
at the Gloria Logan Auditorium 
at Salem High School featuring 
Telarc recording artist Keri Noble, 
with guests The Mean Reds and 
Rachele Eve, who grew up in 
Plymouth. 

All the profits from the show 
will benefit WSDP. Tickets are 
$10 in advance, and $12 at the 
door. They can be ordered online 
at www.88lTheEscape.com ¢$2.50 
service charge). 
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Officials balk, consider smaller water rate increase 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Canton Township residents will 
see a water and sewer rate hike this 
year, however it won't be a 20-per­
cent increase proposed earlier by the 
administration. 

Reacting to concerns by residents 
that 20 percent was too high in 
tough economic times, the Board of 
Trustees received three new recom­
mendations from the administration 
at Tuesday's workshop meeting. The 
seven-member board is expected to 
approve one of them next week. 

The highest of the proposed water 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
Which of the three water rate proposals 
presented by the township administer 
tlon do you favor? E-mail your opinion 
to Editor Kurt Kuban at kkuban@home-
towniife.com or post a comment on our 
Web site at www.hometpwnlife.com. 

and sewer rate hike increases, 16.9 
percent, assumes operating expenses 
can be reduced by $700,000 with no 
reduction in the $11.8 million cash 
balance in the water and sewer fund. 

A second alternative would 
increase rates by 12.5 percent, but 

would use $1 million of the cash 
balance to pay for operations of the 
system. 

A third plan would drop the 
increase to 8 percent, with $2 mil­
lion taken from the cash balance. 

In all the proposed rate hikes, the 
fixed charges to consumers would 
not be increased. 

Nearly two dozen residents attend­
ed the workshop meeting, and those 
who spoke implored trustees to keep 
the rate hike as low as possible. 

"We're digging into our reserves 
to carry us through unemploy­
ment, layoffs... those who have jobs 
are taking pay cuts to maintain it," 

Rohan Peters said. "I'd rather you 
not raise the rates — period — but 
if you have to, I wish you'd consider 
using $2 million because eventually 
your cash fund will come back once 
the economy turns." 

Trustee Syed Taj asked the admin­
istration to consider raising rates 
after peak usage in the summer to 
save consumers money. However, 
Finance Director Rick Eva said 
delaying the rate hike past May 
would just cause further financial 
stress on an already taxed system. 

"If you delay, you're just going 
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Ariana Lehman, 9, reads "Morris and Boris" to Henry SeooK ana Aaron Sannioppo, Doth A years old, at St. Michael Christian 
School in Canton. 

R e a d i n g g u i d e s 
St. Michael's older students lend a helping hand to younger peers 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Ten-year-old Stephanie 
Paquette, a fourth-grader at 
St. Michael Christian School in 
Canton, read for about a half 
hour to 4-year-old Alyssa Perko 
Monday morning. 

March is Reading Month, and 
older students at the school — 
located in St. Michael Lutheran 
Church on Sheldon Road, just 
south of Warren — spend time 
each week reading to younger stu­
dents. On this particular day, the 
story Paquette chose to read was 
Amelia Bedelia's Funny Farm. 

"I like reading to them," said 
Paquette, who lives in Canton. "1 
like to ask them questions to see 
if they understand what I'm read­
ing." 

Justin Montague, 9, reads "A Chair For 
My Mother" to 5-year-old Sam McLean. 

Perko, a preschooler at St. 
Michael, was quick to relate what 
was happening to the popular 
children's book character. 

"She has a lot of things to. do 
and they have a party at the end," 
she said. "There was a lot of peo­

ple that came." 
Karolynn O'Neil, education 

director at the school, said there 
are many advantages of kids 
reading to kids. 

"Kids relate better to each 
other," said O'Neil. "Here's an 
older child reading to them and it 
encourages the younger children 
to become readers themselves. 
I've had first-graders who started 
out not being able to read and 
all of a sudden they can read to 
another child. Reading out loud is 
fundamental to learning to read. 

"When they can read indepen­
dently, all of a sudden the world 
is wide open for them and they 
get so excited," she said. "We want 
them to enjoy reading and not be 
afraid." 
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Irish eyes were smiling 
State Rep. Diane Slavens and her husband, Wayne County Circuit Court Judge Mark Slavens, marched in Sunday's St. 
Patrick's Day Parade in Detroit. The Canton couple were among the thousands of people to attend the annual event and take 
advantage of the beautiful weather. The parade route was along Michigan Avenue through the Corktown neighborhood. 

Deficits loom 
as district eyes 
budget process 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

If the Plymouth-Canton school board 
does nothing else and the numbers crunch 
the way the district's financial team has 
planned, there will be enough money to 
cover the district's projected $2 million 
deficit in 2009-10. 

It's the following year that really pres­
ents problems. 

As budget predictions sit now, the school 
district faces a potential $7.4 million deficit 
in 2010-11, when it will have only about 
$2.5 million in its fund equity. The num­
bers take into account a foundation level 
—• the per-pupil amount of state funding — 
staying at a consistent $7,604 over the next 
two years. Gov. Jennifer Granholm has said 
the level will remain the same while the 
state gets projected revenue from President 
Barack Obama's stimulus package. 

Originally, administrators had expected 
a $59 cut in state funding. And not every­
one is convinced it still won't happen. 

"This is my fourth budget... and I don't 
think the state has met what it said it was 
going to do at this time of year," Trustee 
Steven Sneideman said. "I'm a little ner­
vous about them doing that again." 

The school board, which has made some 
$16 million in budget cuts over the last 
eight years, is beginning the budget process 
for the 2009-10 school year. Superintendent 
Dr. Craig Fiegel and Jim Larso-Shidler, the 
district's assistant superintendent for busi­
ness services, presented the initial budget 
document for trustees to begin considering. 

The proposed budget calls for more than 
$156 million in revenue, but also more than 
$158 million in expenditures. Among the 
factors impacting the budget: $2.3 million 
in STEP increases and related costs and an 
8-percent increase in health care costs. 

Some have called for an end to the STEP 
process — where teachers get an automatic 
raise as they move through their contract 
— but Fiegel warned the board it was a 
contractual obligation. 

"STEP increases are part of contracts," 
he said. "You'd have to negotiate that out." 
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Road rally update 
Information previously 

published in the Observer 
about Leadership Canton's 
upcoming Road Rally fund­
raiser was incorrect. The 3rd 
annual road rally will take 
place Saturday, April 25 at 
5:30 p.m. at the Rotary Clock 
in Heritage Park. Leadership 
Canton is raising money for 
First Step (www.firststep-
mi.org), Open Door Ministry 
(www.opendoorfoodministry. 
com) and Leadership Canton 
Alumni Fund. 

The fee is $35 per person 
and includes road rally, T-
shirt, dinner and refresh­
ments. The rally is limited to 
30 cars, with 4-6 passengers 
per car (minimum of four 
people per car). There are 
still sponsorship, participant 
and sign maker opportunities 
available. 

For more information about 
the event visit http://roadrally. 
cantonchamber.com, or con­

tact Deb Zevalkink at (734) 
394-5188. 

Mom-2-Mom sale 
St. Thomas a' Becket 

Church, 555 S. Lilley Road in 
Canton, will host its annual 
Mom-2-Mom sale from 9 
a.m.-noon, Saturday, March 
28. There will be more than 70 
tables and 30 racks, as well as 
a large item room. Admission 
is $1. For more information, 
call (734) 981-1333. 

LWV scholars 
The League of Women 

Voters of Northwest Wayne 
County announces a $1,000 
scholarship to be awarded in 
June to a qualified United 
States citizen, male or female, 
college undergraduate. 

Applicants must reside 
in the LWV's service area 
(Canton, Garden City, 
Livonia, Wayne County por­
tion ofNorthville, Plymouth, 
Redford, Wayne or Westland); 
attend a Michigan college or 

St Michael's Parish presents 

"ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT" 
LENTEN FISH FRY , 

Mar. 20 & 27, Apr. 3 
4:30-7:00 pm 

• Full Dinners • Carry-out Available • Take Out Orders: $7 
• Choice of Hand-dipped Fried or Baked Fresh Atlantic Cod 

Adults: $8 • Seniors: $7 • Kids 3-11:$4»3& Under FREE 
11441 Hubbard Rd., S. of Plymouth Rd, • Livonia • 734-261-1455 

university; major in govern­
ment, political science or pub­
lic policy; and be entering the 
third or fourth year of under­
graduate study. 

Additional information and 
the scholarship application 
can be found at the League's 
Web site at www.lwvnww.org 
(click on 2009 Scholarship 
Application). Applications 
must be postmarked by April 
17. 

Christmas in Action 
Canton's Christmas in 

Action chapter, a group of 
volunteers who annually help 
repair and refurbish homes 
for Canton seniors, is seeking 
skilled and unskilled volun­
teers to help from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. April 25. 

Some of the skilled services 
needed include electricians, 
carpenters, plumbers, roofers 
and others. Unskilled volun­
teers are needed for cleaning, 
yard work and painting. 

Anyone interested in helping 

usssst 

should phone (734) 394-5191 
to for more information. 

Diversity meeting 
All Plymouth-Canton com­

munity residents are invited 
to take part in a community-
wide meeting to explore diver­
sity in the area and how to 
create an inclusive future at 7 
p.m., March 26 at the Canton 
Township Administrative 
building. 

Join fellow residents in 
working groups to secure an 
inclusive future for Plymouth 
and Canton. Families, high 
school youth, neighbors and 
people of all cultures and 
religions are encouraged to 
attend. 

This is an effort supported 
by Michigan Roundtable for 
Diversity and Inclusion and 
the Ford Foundation. 

To RSVP contact Nikhol 
Atkins at natkins@miround-
table.org or Stacey Stevens at 
(248) 331-7036 sstevens@mir-
oundtable.org. 
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Scholarship winner 
Michigan's Junior Miss State Scholarship Program was held at Saline High 
School March 14, with Plymouth-Canton representative Willa Chen (far right) 
finishing as the runner-up to the winner, Joanna Bierlein of Bay County (next 
to Chen). Fourteen high school senior young women from all over the state 
of Michigan competed for $13,000.00 in college scholarship money at this 
event. The contestants completed in the areas of scholastic achievement, 
physical fitness, self expression, talent, and personal interview. America's 
Junior Miss, Lindsey Brinton, was a guest performer. Chen was awarded a 
$ 5 0 0 cash scholarship for Scholastic Achievement, a $ 5 0 0 cash scholarship 
for high point talent, and $2,000 for being named first runner up. Willa 
performed a piano piece to Valse in E Minor by Frederic Chopin. Also pictured 
are Madelyn Wager of Greenville and Naomi Lin of Ann Arbor. 

Canton Economic Club 
The Canton Economic Club 

will meet on Thursday, April 2 
at 11:30 a.m., at the Summit on 
the Park. Michigan Attorney 
General Mike Cox will be the 
featured guest speaker. 

The luncheons were devel­
oped with the purpose of 

introducing Canton's business 
and professional sector to 
leaders in the areas of manu­
facturing, government, enter­
tainment, health care and' 
economics. 

The cost is $20. 
Reservations are required and 
can be made by calling (734) 
394-5185. 

We also offer ~? 
Case-Free Overnight Boarditu 

and 
Dog Obedience Classes 

Adult & Puppy Classes 
See our website to enroll!. J 
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Turn your gold into greenbacks 

The Area's Most Trusted Custom Jewelet 
620 Starkweather • Old Village • Plymouth 

734-453-1860 
www.plymouth j ewelry.com 
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"going online" 

and designing year mmm 
life insurance program??? 

I N S U R A N C E 
D E S I G N E R S 

w e ' v e b e e n h e l p i n g 
p e o p l e d o t h a t s i n c e 1980. 

W e are a l o c a l a g e n c y i n 
P L Y M O U T H , M l 

b u t have access t o o v e r 
70 of t h e m o s t 

c o m p e t i t i v e l i f e i n s u r a n c e 
carriers in t h e i n d u s t r y . 

Please contact David Jacobson at 
734354.0500, Ext. 2 

insurancedesigher@sbcglobal.net 
or visit our website at 

Snsurancedesignersgreatlakes.com 
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Irish steppin' 
Canton's Mercy Young, 13, (left) and Bridget Dolowy, 11 of Livonia demonstrated a few Irish dance steps last 
Friday for the students at Henry Ruff Elementary in Garden City during the school's St. Patricks Day program. 
The girls are members of the O'Hare Schooi of Irish Dance in Plymouth. 

Macy's Optical , 
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with minimum $99 frame purchase 
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• single vision 
• lined bifocals 
• n o - l i n e bifocals 
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Contact Lens Stock-Up Sale — 1 5 % off ALL Brands!* 
Free Home Delivery is Available!* 

Our Doctor or Yours - We fill all prescriptions. Convenient eye exam appointments available.1" 
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Northland Westland Oakland 
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Lakeside 
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Twelve Oaks 
248-344-6994 
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macys.com 
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receive a c o m p l i m e n t a r y eye exam or b r i n g in an o u t s i d e doctor's prescription a n d w e wili d e d u c t S50 f r o m your eyeglass purchase. A d d i t i o n a l charge 
m a y a p p l y for contact lens f i t t i n g or d i l a t i o n . * V a i i d prescription is required. * M u s t purchase a n annua! supply of contact lenses t o receive h o m e delivery 

A d d i t i o n a l charge for overnight delivery. Cannot be c o m b i n e d w i t h any other offer, vision care plan, package pricing or p r i o r 
orders. S e l e c t i o n varies by l o c a t i o n . 'Eye exams performed by i n d e p e n d e n t state licensed Doctors of Optometry. See o p t i c i a n for details. 

Offer e n d s A p r i l 2 , 2 0 0 9 . 

For the location nearest you, call 1 -888-889-EYES 

Yazaki sheds 10 percent of its workers 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Just like the auto industry 
has suffered because of the 
economic downturn, auto sup­
pliers have found it difficult 
to stay afloat because of pro­
duction cutbacks at General 
Motors, Ford and Chrysler. 

Yazaki North America in 
Canton Township — which 
supplies advanced power and 
data networks for auto com­
panies worldwide — is one 
of those companies feeling 
the pinch of the current eco­
nomic slowdown. Company 
officials have announced that 
approximately 150 people have 
accepted severance packages, 
reducing its workforce at the 
North American headquarters 
by about 10 percent. 

Kimberly Reed, director of 
associate relations at Yazaki, 
said the buyouts were con­
ducted in January and early 

February. 
"We had two plans, one 

in which an associate could 
receive a severance with 
medical benefits or an associ­
ate could take a lump sum 
payment," Reed said. "It was 
commensurate with years of 
service and the position within 
the company. 

"Even though these actions 
are very difficult, there was 
a need to improve our com­
petitiveness and position us for 
future growth," added Reed. 
"We certainly had to take a lot 
of thought and consideration 
in making the reductions. 
(Concerning future layoffs) we 
still have to assess the economy." 

Reed said the buyouts will 
leave the Canton facility with 
1,600 employees. 

According to Ron Olesky, 
a workforce consultant for 
the Michigan Department of 
Energy, Labor and Economic 
Growth, the jobs were salaried 

technical positions. 
Olesky said there was an 

orientation meeting for the 
former Yazaki employees Feb. 
26 to brief them on options. 

"We met with the impacted 
employees to brief them on the 
available state services and 
benefits, to help them make a 
successful transition back into 
the workforce," Olesky said. 
"The company was very coop­
erative." 

Canton Township 
Supervisor Phil LaJoy said he 
was made aware of the cut­
backs at Yazaki. 

"It's not good for the com­
munity ... there are people, 
many who live in Canton, 
who are affected " said LaJoy. 
"We want Yazaki to be strong, 
they're a very important player 
in our community. We hope 
things will turn around and we 
can get those 150 people back." 
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to use up more of the cash 
reserves," Eva said. "That's 
putting the system at risk and 
the rates will go even higher." 

Township Treasurer Melissa 
McLaughlin said she's not cer­
tain which recommendation 
shell vote for next Tuesday. 

"It's predicated on the idea 
we can take down $700,000 
from the operating expenses, 
and that's putting off main­
tenance we were supposed to 
do, which could cause bigger 
problems," McLaughlin said. 
"And if we see consumption 
decreases, then prices go up. 
It's like walking on the sharp 
edge of a knife" 

While trustees want to keep 
water and sewer rate hikes as 
low as possible, it's using the 
cash reserve that has them 
concerned about paying for 
future improvements or unan­

ticipated repairs and expendi­
tures. 

"I think we can use some of . 
the fund balance and probably 
worry about things when it 
comes," said Taj, who said he 
favors using some of the fund 
balance to keep the rate hike 
more palatable. "We may turn 
around, we may not need the 
fund balance. I'm a taxpayer, 
too, in this community and 
that makes some sense." 
* Trustee John Anthony said 
he never did like the 20-per­
cent proposal, and the three 
additional alternatives "look 
more reasonable." 

"But I would probably rule 
out the 8-percent increase 
because it doesn't satisfy the 
needs of the system and would 
be taking out $2 million from 
cash reserves," Anthony said. 
"Using $1 million from cash 
reserves, I like that a lot. 

"If we don't adopt the 16 
(percent), and I'm not sold on 
that either, we'd better pray 
there's no major (water main) 

breaks because there's going'.to 
be a tremendous cost involved 
in replacing those pipes," 
he said. "Some of it is hedg- * 
ing your bet against future- -
problems we're hopeful won't 
occur." 

Eva said if the expected 
operating cost reductions -
don't come in at $700,000 and 
water consumption — read' -t 

that as revenue — is down 
this year, the township maybe 
forced to dip even further in̂ p 
the cash reserves. 

When the building boom S^d 
developers contributing to t§£ 
water and sewer fund through . 
tap (connection) fees, admin^ 
istration officials said the cash 
fund was growing $3'millio:o|to 
$4 million annually — at oriê  
time topping out at $40 mikj} 
lion. However, as the econon̂ Sc 
downturn stopped much of me 
construction, administrators 
said the tap fees amount to 
about $1 million a year. 
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One Week Gold, Platinum, Jewelry & Artwork Buying Event 

Turn your assets into Cash 

Now's Your Chance to Cash In your unneeded & unwanted 
(Sold, Platinum, New, Old and Estate Jewelry, Diamonds, Paintings & artwork 

Gold-n-Platinum Buying at Joseph DuMouchelle 

Monday, March 23rd through Saturday, March 
No Appointment Necessary...just bring in 

Location: 17 Kercheval Avenue, 

n the lobby of the Punch <& Judy Theatre Buildirh. 

from 11am to 5pm each day 
Items .and leave with cash 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
~ Parking right across the street 

N&&J a private appolntmmt 

at our office 

dr an in home appointment 
please call fa mt up 

s confidential meeting 

Also buying sehct 

paintings, artwork 

$cu(pturs, art glass 

porcelain and 

Rumsian silver objects 
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Immediate Cash Payment 
A Name you can trust 

Buying Gold & Platinum Jewelry, Broken Jewelry, Unmet! mountings, Estate Jewelry, Signed Jewelry 

For More Information Please Call (800) 475-8898 or (313) 
www.josephdumouchelle.com 
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Police department 
hires four new officers 

The Canton Police 
Department recently hired 
four new officers to fill vacan­
cies created by retirement. The 
new officers are: 

• Mark Bessner, 34, earned 
his Bachelor's degree from 
Texas A&M University, 
his Master's degree from 
University of Texas at 
Arlington, and his Juris 
Doctor at Ava Maria School of 
Law. Bessner is also licensed 
to practice law in the state of 
Michigan. He graduated from 
the Wayne County Regional 
Police Academy in November 
of2008. 

• Matthew Burdt, 27, is a 
former combat engineer in 
the United States Army. He 
earned his Bachelor's degree 
in criminal justice from Grand 
Valley State University in 

Bessner Burdt Keimlg Pletzke 

2003, and graduated from the 
Macomb Police Academy in 
December 2008. 

• Joseph Keimig, 27, earned 
his associates degree in crimi­
nal justice from Schoolcraft 
College and graduated from 
the Wayne County Regional 
Police Academy in November 
2008. 

• Nicholas Pletzke, 28, 
earned his Bachelor's degree 
in criminalistics from Lake 
Superior State University in 

2004. He graduated from 
the Northeast Basic Police 
Academy in 2004. 

Candidates for the Canton 
Police Department go through 
a rigorous testing process that 
includes written and physi­
cal agility tests, oral board, 
medical and psychological 
examinations and an extensive 
background check. To find 
out more about employment 
opportunities in Canton visit 
www.canton-mi .org. 

Man charged with identity theft 
for using fake credit cards 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A 32-year-old Taylor man 
has been charged with two 
counts of identity theft and 
additional charges of having 
fake credit cards and using 
them for his personal gain. 

Canton Township Det. Brian 
Schultz said Kevin Doyle used 
credit cards with the infor­
mation of two unsuspecting 
victims to purchase $200 in 
gift cards at Office Max on 

Ford Road in Canton, as well 
as $250 in gift cards at Bob 
Evans restaurant on Ford 
Road near 1-275. 

"The same guy had credit 
cards with two different peo­
ple's names," said Schultz. "He 
used one of the cards at Office 
Max on March 12. We were 
notified by a woman who said 
she didn't make a purchase 
there. We picked him up on 
outstanding warrants when 
he went back to the store on 
March 16." 

Schultz said Doyle also 
tried to use the credit cards at 
Home Depot, but his attempt 
to purchase $1,800 in goods 
was denied. 

Doyle was arraigned 
Wednesday afternoon in front 
of 35th District Court Judge 
Michael Gerou. A plea of'not 
guilty* was entered for Doyle, 
who is jailed on $25,000 bond, 
10 percent. His preliminary 
exam is scheduled for March 27. 

thruscatoiahometownlife.com j (313] 222-2637 
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The bra bandit 

1A woman shopping at Kohl's 
(44444 Ford Road) was 

observed entering a dress­
ing room with five bras, but 
left with none in her hands. 
A loss prevention employee 
stopped the woman outside 
the store and discovered she 
left the dressing room with 
two of the undergarments on 
and three stuffed inside a coat. 
Canton police were called and • 
the woman was charged with 
retail fraud. 

CANTON COP CALLS 
House break-in 

2Police received a report that 
a home on the 7800 block 

of Kaiser was broken into on 
March 16. The back sliding 
door and a window were open. 
Someone took off with a lap­
top, X-Box 360 and a game. 

Cars keyed 

3A man, who lives on Eaton 
in an apartment complex, 

reported to police his two cars 
had been keyed. The victim's 
name was scratched into 

the hood of his 1999 Toyota 
Corolla. There were scratches 
in multiple areas on his 2001 
Pontiac Montana van. 

Retail fraud 

4Three people went through 
the check-out line at IKEA, 

purchasing $70 in goods. 
In the basket were 14 other 
items, which they claimed had 
already been paid for. After 
the trio left the store they 
were stopped by store security. 
Police were called an they were 
chargechwith retail fraud. 

jf 

When you invest yotir money in this Huntington CD, you get more than a great rate, 
you also get flexibility. Because Huntington lets you choose the term of your CD. 
Plus, you'll enjoy the peace of mind that comes with being FDIC insured. 
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1 - 8 7 7 - 4 8 0 - 2 3 4 5 | huntington.com 

For more information, stop by a Huntington banking office or call us. 

^Minimum balance to open and obtain Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for Huntington Certificate of Deposit is $1,000. APY is current and accurate as of date of publication and subject to change without notice. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. For personal 

** Apphrohlp IA -insulin r mil I winess accounts: Initial minimum deposit of $20,000.00 required to open the account and obtain the s p e c i a l introductory rate for the 270-day period. B a l a n c e s under $20,000.00 are not eligible for introductory rate. If at any 
t i m e t r _ j r b e c o m e s $250,001.00 or more, the interest rate for the entire balance will be the interest rate in that balance tier. Funds from existing Huntington accounts cannot be used to open the n e w a c c o u n t . The regular interest 
rates and (consumer) APYs.are current and a ccura te as of date of publication and subject to change without notice, interest is compounded and paid monthly. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. An Early A c c o u n t Closing Fee wili apply to a c c o u n t s 
closed within 180 days of opening. W e reserve the right to limit a c c e p t a n c e of deposits greater than $100,000.00. Not valid with any other offer. FDIC insured up to applicable limits. Additional terms applicable only to consumer accounts: A c c o u n t s with 
balances below $20,000.00 will be c h a r g e d a maintenance fee of $20 per month. The blended Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is based on a 365-day period, and a s s u m e s that the s p e c i a l introductory rate is in effect for the first 270 days, and that the regular 
interest rate is in effect for the remaining 95 days. The'270-day introductory rate for consumer balances of $20,000.00 to $49,999.99 is 2.25% and the regular interest rate is 0.35% {1.77% APY). The 270-day introductory rate for c o n s u m e r balances of $50,000.00 
to $99,999.99 is 2.25%, and the regular interest rate is currently 0.80% (1,89% APY). The 270-day introductory rate for consumer balances between $100,000.00 and $250,000.99 is 2.25% and the regular interest rate is 0.95% (1.93% A P Y ) . B a l a n c e s of $250,001.00 
and higher will not receive the introductory rate s p e c i a l ; the regular interest rate is 0.95% (0.95%APY). Additional terms applicable to business accounts only: Public funds not eligible for promotional rate. The 270-day introductory rate for business b a l a n c e s 
of $20,000.00 to $250,000.99 is 2.25%. Customer must also have or open a Huntington business checking a c c o u n t to qualify f o r t h e 2.25% rate. A $10.00 monthly maintenance fee applies to accounts with b a l a n c e s of $10,000.00 or l e s s . M e m b e r FDIC. ®and 
Huntington® are federally registered s e r v i c e marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ©2009 Huntington B a n c s h a r e s Incorporated. * 
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County commission studies transparency 
BY KENA8RAMCZYK 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Wayne County residents — 
or anyone who has access to 
the Internet, for that matter 
— soon may be able to access 
county budget expenditures 
online. 

County Commissioner 
Laura Cox, R-Livonia, who 
chairs the Task Force on 
Transparency in Wayne 
County and the commission's 
Ways and Means Committee, 
conducted a public hear­
ing Monday at Livonia City 
Hall with hopes of starting 
a process where county gov­
ernment can become more 
transparent, that is publicly 
accounting for every tax dol­
lar that is spent. 

The transparency dis­

cussion has moved to the 
forefront since 2006, 
when Congress passed and 
President Bush signed into 
law the Federal Funding 
Accountability and 
Transparency Act. That bill 
was supported by then U.S. 
Sen, Barack Obama. The bill 
created a publicly search­
able Web site for all federal 
contracts, grants and loans 
and other financial assistance 
available in a regularly updat­
ed, user-friendly and search­
able format. 

Several state lawmakers 
updated the commission on 
what they were doing on the • 
issue. Others updated the 
audience on potential misuse 
of dollars and how lawmakers 
were addressing it. 

State Rep. Marc Corriveau, 

D-Northville, said lawmakers 
were considering a bill that 
requires that lawmakers who 
leave their office would have 
to wait two years before they 
can be employed as lobbyists. 
That bi l l would help remove 
any potential conflict of inter­
est on votes that lawmakers 
may make on a contract for a 
company they may represent 
later. "We didn't see it as a 
problem, but more of a build­
ing block to get where we 
want to be," said Corriveau. 

Sue Hall , director of admin­
istration for Sheriff Warren 
Evans, said the Wayne County 
sheriff department wanted to 
be transparent on the revenue 
and expenditure side of it, but 
reminded commissioners that 
exemptions were allowed for 
law enforcement employees. 

/ 

O P E N HOUSE 
Suilday, March 22,2009 

2:00 to 5:00 pm 
Kindergarten through 8th Grade 

St. Peter's offers: 
• A Christian based education 
• Solid learning environment 
• Smaller class sizes 
• A long standing parochial school 

education program since 1947. 

is Li 

N O W E N R O L L I N G F O R 2009/2010 
2,3 and 4 Year Old Programs 

Available 
Morning and Afternoon Sessions 

1309 ftirataian Avenue, Plymouth, MI 48170 
754453-0460 

Call anytime to schedule a tour or visit our web site at www.stpeterslutberanplymoutb.org W.E.L.S. 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

State Rep. Marc Corriveau and Plymouth Township Supervisor Richard Reaume listen to county commissioners 
discuss transparency in government. 

Scott Hagerstrom, state 
director for Americans for 
Prosperity, named six states 
that list their expenditures 
online, including Minnesota, 
Oklahoma and Texas. 

"Let every taxpayer see 
where the money goes," 
Hagerstrom said. Hagerstrom 
challenged state lawmakers to 
bring the transparency bills 
up for a vote. "We want the 
state budget online immedi­
ately," he said. 

Local governments, like 
Brighton Township, update 
their expenditure list with 
a PDF file every two weeks. 
"We'd like to see you do that 
immediately," Hagerstrom 
told commissioners. 

Commission Chairman 
Edward Boike wondered 
about the cost of placing 
the information on-line and 
whether taxpayers would 
want to pay anywhere 
between $200,000 to $1 

million for the service. But 
Haberstrom believed the costs 
would be minimal i f the infor­
mation is copied from PDF or 
other computer files. Several 
states were doing it for less 
than $300,000, he said. 

Lisa McGraw, public affairs 
manager for the Michigan 
Press Association, supported 
transparency as an "advocate 
for open government," she 
said. "Taxpayers have a right 
to know," McGraw said. "It 
will help to educate the public 
and help democracy." 

Rose Bogaert, chair of the 
Wayne County Taxpayers 
Association, said taxpayers 
need this information. 

"We need it to compliment 
you when your doing some­
thing right and guide you 
when you're doing something 
wrong," Bogaert said. Bogaert 
also told Boike that she saw 
county expenses for far more 
money that made less sense 

to her." 
Cox's staff has already 

placed her office's expendi­
tures online for the public to 
view. 

Commissioner Kevin 
McNamara, D-Canton, said 
the commission supports 
transparency, but added that 
privacy concerns needed to be 
considered regarding payroll, 
and checks issued for the care 
for mental health'patients and 
the indigent. "Do we really 
want to reveal child support 
information?" he asked. 
But the big issue remains 
what can the commission 
spend when it has cut nearly 
$1 million from the commis­
sion's budget and have been 
asked to cut another 20 per­
cent. 

"The 20-ton elephant 
is what it's going to cost," 
McNamara said. 
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www.djmaitese.com 

SOUTH EASTERN MICHIGAN'S 
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"One Of The Most Refreshing Dining Experiences Around-The Perfect 

Choice At The End Of The Week" -The Ann Arbor News 

Built in the 1940s, KA?V< £abin is a historic log cabin roadhouse located minutes west of 
downtown Plymouth. Enjoy rustic charm, Meni^ service & a menu selection of the fin 

iew American cuisine. From hand-cut steaks, fresh seafood & pastas, to gourmet 
sandwiches, salads & daily featured items, our menu will please every diner. 

Thp fnijge at Karl's Cabin is able to accommodate groups of any size up to 100 people. Rustic 
inid (omfortable, The lodge is ideal for everything from weddings and showers to birthday 

punks holiday parties and corporate events. We specialize in providing an array of services 
rjnghig from cocktail parties to buffet options to formal dining. Our events coordinator will 

ensure that all your needs are met to make your special event memorable. 

6005 Gotfredson Kd. 
(M-l4&Gotfreds©nRd* ..• ExitlS• Off M-14) 

Plymouth • 734-455-8450 
Mon-Sat 11 am-10 pm • Closed Sundays 

I isit our website www.harlscabin.com to join our email 
loyalty club, and receive exclusive news, discounts and 

promotions.. Jdl by Email. Sign up today! 
March 21-Dale Hicks Band 
April 3 & 4-Komedy at Karl's 
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One good week doesn't tell us much 
J | , fter months of free fall, 

J y l the stock market finally 
Jrm_put together a good week. 
All three of the major indexes 
ended the Week in positive ter­
ritory — the best week on Wall 
Street in four months. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Average 
was up 9 percent for the week, 
while the S&P 500 and the 
NASDAQ market were both up 
nearly 11 percent last week. 

Obviously, last week's stock 
market rally was a breath of 
fresh air for investors who've 
been beaten up over the last 
year. However, the real issue 
is what does the stock market 
rally mean? 

I don't have an answer. I would 
love to say it marks the bottom 
of the stock market and we are 
on our way up. I can't. In today's 
volatile times, where we have 
seen incredibly wide swings in 
the market over short periods of 
time, one good week in the mar­
ket does not mean that the worst 
is behind us. Basically, one good 
week in the market means sim­
ply that we had one good week. 

Not unexpectedly, I have 
received numerous e-mails from 
investors who have bailed out of 
the stock market and are ques­
tioning whether now is the time 
to jump back in. My response 
to these individuals is that I am 
not a market timer and I do not 
believe that is a strategy that 
most people should implement. 
After all, when you time the 
market you have to be correct 
twice, once when you buy and 
once when you sell and over the 
years, no one has been able to 
do that consistently. 

What I have told those 
investors is that it's not the 
market that determines 
whether you should be invest­
ing or not, but rather what 
your individual goals and 
objectives are. I've always 

Partic 
Travel 
Vendors: 

Apple Vacations 
Gunard Cruise Lines 
Funjet Vacations 
Globus Vacations 
Northwest World Vacations 
Norwegian Cruise Lines 
Pleasant Holidays 
Princess Cruise Lines 
Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines 
Sandals and Beaches Resorts 
Trafalgar Tours 
Travel Impressions 
Universal-Orlando 
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Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

believed that 
markets are 
irrational 
and unpre-

•

m dictableover 
Ifi short-term 

iprjH periods,but 
4f^JHl are much more 

understand­
able when 
you look long 
term. Investors 
should not be 

investing in the stock market 
thinking they will get rich 
quick. Typically, when you 
invest thinking that you can 
get rich over the short run, 
the only thing that happens is 
inevitably you lose money. 

I know this seems like old-
fashioned advice, but the stock 
market is for the long run and 
what happens over any week 
should not cause an investor to 
change their strategy one way or 
the other. Therefore, jf you are a 
nervous investor and pulled out 
of the market because you were 
concerned with the volatility, one 
week of an up market should not 
cause you to jump back in. 

The stock market rarely 
goes straight forward in one 
direction. When the general 
trend of the market is up, there 
are many down days and vice 
versa. When the market is 
trending down, there are many 
up periods. Because of the 
wide fluctuations in the mar­
ket, it is difficult to see overall 
trends over short-term periods 
of time. The only way we will 
know what the bottom of the 
market was is when we look 
back over time and say yes, that 
was the bottom of the market. 
It may take another year for us 
to determine when the actual 
bottom was hit. After all, in 
this volatile, crazy market, any­
thing can happen. Next week 
may be another great week in 

the market or we may give up 
all the gains that we saw last 
week. We just don't know. 

There are all sorts of sooth­
sayers who claim that their 
stock system can predict when 
the bottom has been reached 
and when it's the right time to 
get back in. I wish that their 
claims were accurate as it 
would make life a lot easier; 
unfortunately, they are clueless. 
That is why the one sure way 
to invest, the way that gives 
you the highest chance of suc­
cess, is to invest based upon 
your individual situation. What 
that means is that short-term 
needs for money are kept out of 
the market and only long-term 
money is in the market. Of 
cjpurse, you do have the aberra­
tion like last year where every­
thing went down; however, 
remember last year was the 
aberration, not the norm. 

I've always told investors 
not to let emotions dictate 
their investment decisions. 
Emotions are a two-way street. 
I don't believe we should get 
overly giddy when the market 
is rising; nor should we get 
overly depressed when the 
market is falling. Emotions 
need to be kept out of invest­
ing as much as possible. You 
need a clear mind when it 
comes to investing so you can 
make the right decision not the 
decision that provides you with 
the most short-term comfort, 
but the one that best suits your 
situation both short-term and 
long-term. Good luck! 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick deom noon to 3 
p.m. Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400). • 

Please mark your calendars for the 

S p r i n g T r a v e l S h o w 
E x t r a v a g a n z a 

to be held at the 

Laurel Park Place Nail 
37700 West Six Mile Road Uvonia, Ml 48152 

Saturday March 28,2009 • ll-4pm 
and 

Sunday March 29,2009 • Noon-4pm 

Learn from the experts why now is the best tune to 
travel in years. Find out how to get the most travel 

value for your money and at the best price. 

Complete your travel treasure map 
and be entered to in a drawing to 

win a 3 day cruise aboard a 
Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines. 
Other prizes to Include 2 Red Wing Tickets 

at ice level on April 5,2009. 
O E 0 8 6 4 7 5 0 7 

BROOKSIDE 
T R A V E L 

Look for more details and incentives to book your travel 
right at the show. For additional questions or directions 

to the event, please contact Brookside Travel at 
248-344-4747, travel@iebrookside.com or our 

website at www.jebrookside.com 

THINKING IB0UT.. . 

FREE ESTHETES 
(734)525-1930 

Our 35th Year! 
UNITED TEMPERATURE 

8919 MlB -UVONIA 
www.unitedtemperatureservices.com 

SAVET 

C O R R E C T I O N 
The H P Notebook Computer 
model #HPG70250US/34099 

in our Tab for the week of 
March 15th should read; 

$50 MAIL-IN R E B A T E . 
We apologize for any 
inconvenience to our 

A B C Warehouse customers. 

;l;i!iin 
www.abcwarehouse.com 

-. m0m5fifeeme.com 

"This is a heartfelt and important 
film that takes a subject most 
of us would rather ignore and 
humanizes it. 

From the dedicated doctors and 
caregivers to the heroic patients, 
this is the moving story of what 
will happen to all of us." 

Ken Burns 
Academy Award-winning filmmaker 

Dining with yoga stars of metro 
Dining with the Stars 

• sponsored hy Buddy's 
Pizza and the Observer £2 
Eccentric Newspapers takes 
a special twist this month. 
The winner will dine with 
the yoga stars of metro 
Detroit. 

The group includes 
Katherine Lucas, founder 
of Karma Yoga, Inc.; 
Sara Davidson, ERYT-
500; Matthew Darling of 
Ashtangamichigan.com; and 
Linda Kay of Yoga Shelter. 

Tell us in 100 words or 
less why you want to have 

lunch with yoga stars at 
Buddy's Pizza in Farmington 
Hills. E-mail your entry to 
BuddysDiningStars ©gmail. 
com by 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 31. 

The contest winner will be 
treated to a limo ride from 
Class Plus Limo, a make­
over courtesy of Christine 
from the Beauty Salon in 
Birmingham, a $100 gift 
certificate from Reaver 
Diamond Co. in Southfieid 
and a dance exhibition by 
the Fred Astaire Dance 
Studio in Bloomfield Hills. 

Robert Jacobs, owner of 
Buddy's Pizza and an 18-
year student of yoga, says 
the yoga community played' 
a major role in his recovery 
from Guillain-Barre syn­
drome, a rare autoimmune 
disease which attacks the 
body's nerves. He used yoga 
to heal and was supported 
by the yoga community. His 
quest for health has expand­
ed into his own business. 
He created a healthy nine 
multigrain pizza which will 
be served at the yoga stars 
lunch. 

i q u i d a t i o 
S a l e CANTON ONLY 
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Stor 

"We lost our lease after 15 years!" 

25 complete futons. 

Serta Perfect 

NoivS599 

Complete 
Futon 

Reg $699 
flow $349 

' 0 « OfScyri 

If you have been putting off buying a quality Serta Sleep set 
don't wait another day. First come first served. You will never 

get an opportunity like this again DON'T MISS ITU! 
All Headboards 75% off 

Floor Sample Bunk Beds, Daybeds $199 to $349 (Bring your 
Bring your truck. It all has to be gone by Sunday Night. 

(Delivery available. Min $30.00) 
42489 Ford Road in Canton --¾ 

Lilley & Ford 
(Behind the Hew Potbelly Restaurant) 

Sales telephone 734-844-0400 
Sale Hours: Mon • Sat 10 ant • 8 pm, Sun 12 noon - 8 pm 

Approved Cfceck*Cask*Vlsa*MasterGard | 
Most items below wholesale! 

Sale Extended to March 22iid-i 
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P a s s i o n , t a l e n t 

s e n d s t r o n g m e s s a g e 
The P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n community 

becomes more and more diverse by the day, 
and the Plymouth-Canton school district, by 
and large, does a pretty good job embracing 
it. 

They'll give it a bit of a hug again next 
weekend, when the Second Stage Players 
present The Laramie Project at the DuBois 
Little Theatre in Canton High School. 

Director Shannon McNutt and the cast 
of a dozen actors brings to life the char­
acters in Moises Kaufman's play about the 
reaction to the 1998 murder of University 
of Wyoming student Matthew Shepard in 
Laramie, Wyo., a killing widely considered 
to be a hate crime. 

It's been a controversial play, because 
many directors play it for the homopho­
bic aspects that have drawn protestors to 
many productions. McNutt sees it differ­
ently, less a discussion of our differences 
than a chance to open a dialogue about our 
similarities. 

She's cleaned up most of the language, but 
has made certain to post the parental warn­
ings on the audition sheets and any public­
ity the Players have done. 

The cast features a dozen actors playing 
some 60 roles. The original play used eight 
actors, and McNutt .,, . # . . . » . 
herself was going It S part OT Wliat SetS the 
to limit it to i o , but school district's dramatic 
;trdTuXio°„rZ troupes apart.They seea 
increased the cast, challenge, they rise to it. 

it's part of what Second Stage is tackling 
sets the school ' ' 
district's dramat­
ic troupes apart. 
They see a chal­
lenge, they rise to 
it. Second Stage is 
tackling homopho­
bia, tolerance and 
respect this year; 
last year, the Park 
Players attacked 
the darkness that 
lives in Jekyll and 
Hyde. 

It's the c h a l ­
lenges that draw 
the attention. Park 
Players d irector 
Kristen Quesada 
had never done a 
musical revue; the 
Players are now in 
the middle of their 
run of Thoroughly 
Modern Millie. If 
you haven't had a 
chance to see it, take the opportunity to 
attend one of this weekend's performances. 

Then get ready for The Laramie Project. It 
lends a voice to all sides of the debate over 
hate crimes, over tolerance, over respect. 
Salem senior Tim Thompson, who has been 
accepted to the North Carolina School of 
the Arts, counts Fred Phelps — the contro­
versial reverend who has led pickets against 
productions of the play — among the eight 
characters he plays. He lends the kind of 
passion Phelps — agree with him or not 
— feels for the issue. 

"I.have to play him as someone who is pas­
sionate in his beliefs," said Thompson, who 
admitted he was about 180 degrees from 
Phelps' philosophy. "The audience makes the 
determination of what kind of person he is." 

It's what the actors in both the Park 
Players and Second Stage do best: They hit 
the stage and deliver great performances, 
and let the audience decide. 
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Rate increase 'astonishing' 
In regards to the recent article "Officials 

delay vote on water rate increase" there are 
many issues that the general public does not 
know. First and foremost, this year's recom­
mended increase of 20 percent is the second 
installment of five recommended increases 
over the next five years. There was a study 
presented to the Board ofTrustees in 2 0 0 7 

by Utility Financial Solutions, detailing the 
then current financial status of the water 
and sewerage revenue for the township. Due 
in part to increased rates from the Detroit 
Water Authority (DWSD) and reduced reve­
nue from the slowdown in new construction 
it was anticipated that the township would 
begin to lose significant revenue if they did 
not increase rates. In order to satisfy the 
minimum cash reserve requirements and 
continue building the capital improvements 
account it was recommended that water and 
sewerage rates be increased by a minimum 
of 12 percent for water and 9.4 percent for 
sewerage through the year 2012. Without 
these increases, operating losses are expect­
ed to exceed $16 million by year 2012. 

Clearly, this is a very dismal situation for 
the township. However, to expect the resi­
dents to foot this bill during these economic 
times is foolish and quite frankly astonish­
ing. Firstly, the township needs to go back to 
the supposed "contract" that they have with 
the DWSD and renegotiate these terms. 
What is the purpose of having a contract if 
the cost of water continues to rise on aver­
age 7 percent every year? Was a fixed price 
not negotiated with this contract? Cost is a 
pretty standard negotiation component for 
any contract that I have ever entered into. 

Secondly, in the list of recommendations 
set forth by the Utility Financial Solutions 

LETTERS 

do you think? 
will go along way towards showing your 
community that you care. 

comments to the Canton 
ecorsd Level, 

study, four of five recommendations 
involved raising rates and/or minimum 
charges or fixed costs borne by the resi­
dents. There was not a single recommenda­
tion to curb expenditures, reduce and/or 
delay capital improvements, explore addi­
tional funding options (outside of charging 
residents) or make department reductions. 
In fact, the only recommendation that did 
not involve raising rates, and would have 
saved a considerable amount of money for 
those residents that have large irrigation 
needs and subsequently have very expen­
sive sewerage bills (even though irrigated 
water does not go into the sewer so they are 
paying for a service that they do not use), 
was not approved. Not one measure was 
adopted that benefits the residents of this 
community. 

It is unfortunate that in these terrible 
economic times, our Board ofTrustees can 
think of no other option but to increase 
rates. Many of us have had to significantly 
tighten our purse strings and give up luxu­
ries that we once took for granted. My sug­
gestion to the township is to tighten your 
purse strings, re-negotiate with the DWSD 
for better rates, look to other water suppliers 
for our water needs, reduce your expendi­
tures, use money from other funds, delay 
improvements and maintenance repairs and 
stop spending money. 

Economic prudence should be exhibited 
by everyone during these tough times and 

I read the recent articles about water rate 
increases, and then read the letter "Join the 
real world" on the local opinion page. I was 
livid when I read about the million-plus sal­
ary increases given to non-union employees 
with current inflated wages. These wage 
increases are deplorable during the econom­
ic stress taking place today, especially with 
Michigan's unemployment being the highest 
in the U.S. That million-plus money would 
help to offset either the water rate increase 
or "decrease in tax assessments creating 
huge hole in budget." 

My husband and I are retired living on 
Social Security. We are watching our IliAs 
we worked for over 40 years to build up, 
deplete daily. Then, you read the recent arti­
cles and "join the real world" letter, and you 
certainly wish you had been employed by \ 
any form of government during your work- : 
ing years. How sweet it is! 

However, I will keep a list of the names of 
the trustees for the future. 

ft! 
Canton 

I think all employees that are employed 
in Canton's sewer/water department should 
take a pay cut to relieve some of the burden 
for the residents, We are tightening our belts 
so can they. 

Vlto DePaima 
Canton 

Asked at the Canton Public Library: How do you think the Detroit Tigers are going to do this season? 

tf& * V 

T m hoping they do all right, 
have faith." 
Emilie Brunvand, 39, Canton 

"I would say they have a 50-50 
chance to do well. If they keep 
trying they'll get better and 
succeed. They're not as had as 
the Lions." 
Dariene Gant, 4 0 , Canton 

•J 

rm more ofaKed wings Kind 
were expected to do good last of guy. Do they have some good 
year and didn't, so I'm expecting players? I've actually never been 
good things this year." 
Tom Majeski, Canton 

to a Tigers game before, but! 
think I'm planning on going at 
some point this year." 
Pat Winslow, 19, Canton 

http://to-hqmetownlife.com


online at hometownlife.com Observer 5 Eccentric f Thursday. March 19,2009 <*) A9 

IIBI • 

At left, simulated 
snakeskin accessories 
are hot for spring, 
and Pink Pump owner 
Tawny Thieu says you 
can pick up the trend 
at a reasonable price. 
At right, a display at 
the store. 

Wensdy Von Buskirk. Editor. (313) 222-8883. wvonb@hornetownlife.com 
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T h e P u m p 
Local shoe store set to expand this spring 

BY WENSDY VON BUSKIRK 
OSE STAFF WRffER 

Times might be tough, but a 
girl's still gotta have her shoes. 

Even as the economy contin­
ues to contract, one local shoe 
store is poised to expand, open­
ing a new location and setting 
the stage for more. 

Shoe Envy, located in 
Bloomfield Hills with an outlet 
in Keego Harbor, expects to 
open a new location in Royal 
Oak next month, and will 
change its name to the Pink 
Pump in preparation for fran­
chising. 

Owner Tawny Thieu says 
women are still buying shoes, 
albeit maybe fewer, less expen­
sive pairs. 

"We sell affordable luxury," 

PINK PUMP SHOE DRIVE 
The Pink Pump wilt host a shoe 
drive for charity throughout the 
month of April. Drop off gently 
used shoes in wearable condition, 
and get $10 off your purchase. 
All donated shoes will be deliv­
ered to Grace Centers of Hope 
in Pontiac in the Pink Pump's 
fuschia and leopard "Heels on 
Wheels" Volkswagen Beetle. 

said Thieu, 29, "People are still 
spending, they're just spending 
more wisely." 

Customers realize the impor­
tance of shopping local, and 
they're looking for a value-added 
experience, she said. 

That's why Thieu unveiled 
the "Heels on Wheels" concept 
last year. She and her staff now 
deliver stilettos and sandals to 
their customers in a Volkswagen 
Beetle. Thieu said they bring 
shoes to offices for private 
lunchtime shopping sprees, and 
visit homes for personal shoe 
styling. 

Heads always turn when the 
fuschia and leopard-print Bug 
pulls up to deliver gifts to unsus­
pecting recipients. 

"If you're spending money you 
want to spend smart," she said. 
"The impact of having a pair of 
shoes delivered is great. Usually 
the person who gets a gift deliv­
ered turns around and buys a 
gift for someone else." 

There are tons of fun sandals 

for the coming season, Thieu 
said. 

Look for animal skins, 
embellishments and the modi­
fied gladiator style, which has 
evolved since it hit the scene last 
year. 

"For spring, there's a lot of 
fringe, natural stones and beads, 
and colors that look great with 
a tan," she said. "You're going to 
see the gladiator look, but softer,. 
lacing mid-ankle or calf." 

Thieu always recommends 
shoes with hidden wedges and 
platforms. 

"They are great if you're on 
your feet," she said. "A little bit 
of cushion at the toe makes a big 
difference." 

Shoes start at $40 and go up 
to $400, although Thieu admits 
high-end heels have become a 
hard sell. 

"I think those day are over for 
a lot of people, especially if you 

100s of models 
available 

SAVE * 
Valencia 

12 months , 
same as cash 
or we pay your sale* tax! 

2 Person • 79 X 66 X 30 • 15 Jets • 130 Gal. 

National Price $4299 
Sale Coupon -$1000 

6 Person • 82 X 78 X 3 6 . 3 1 Jets • 450 Gal. 
National Price $5799 
Sale Coupon -$1000 

Per approved sale on coupon. Coupon applies to MSRP only. Supplies limited while they last. 

3100 S. Rochester 2750 W. 12 Mile 48270 Van Dyke 
J 81k N of M-59 2-1/2 Blks W of Coolidge 4 Silts S of 22 Mile 
248-852-8900 248-398-4577 586-739-5333 

WWW.PASAGG.COM Thu & Fri I Oam - 7pm • Sat 1 Oam - 4pm • Sun Noon - 3pm 

Temporary relief for families 
when it's needed most 

Judson 
Center 

Rose F. Kennedy Respite Center 
for adults and children with developmental 

disability or physical impairment. 

Staffed by well-trained, attentive and 
compassionate caregivers offering: 

Individualized personal care 
• 24-hour supervision 

Focusing on: 
- Homemaking 
- Language development 

5i - Social skills 
- Orientation to community 

have daughters. Not every mom 
can come in and spend $200 on 
a pair of shoes for every daugh­
ter," she said. "But I feel like you 
can still be part of the trends at 
any price." 

Originally from Pontiac, 
Thieu graduated from Oakland 
University with a degree in busi­
ness marketing. Using skills she 
picked up working at Heidi's 
Salon, Theiu opened Liquid 
Salon in Bloomfield Hills in 
April, 2005. Ayear later, with 
the opening of Shoe Envy, she 
fulfilled another dream. 

"Growing up we didn't have a 
lot of money. I wore hand-me-
downs from my sisters," Thieu 
said. "I always wanted a store. 
It's not even work, I love it so 
much, and that's why I want to 
give back because I know how it 
feels to go into a store with my 
mom and not be able to afford 
it." 

Thieu said so many people 
have asked her advice on open­
ing a shoe store she decided to 
offer franchise opportunities. 

She plans to start locally and 
expand from there. 

"We're one of the first women's 
shoe boutiques to offer that. It's a 
good time because a lot of people 
are taking company buyouts and 
entrepreneurial spirit is strong. 
We've had requests outside of 
Michigan as well," she said. 

In order to avoid future con­
flicts, Thieu is dropping the 
name Shoe Envy, which is in use 
in other states. The change is 
expected to be finalized in April. 
Thieu is preparing to close her 
outlet store in Keego Harbor 
this spring, and everything is 
marked down. 

In addition to shoes, Pink 
Pump carries fashion-forward 
T-shirts, accessories, handbags 
and belts. Free gift wrapping 
and delivery are available. 

Shoe Envy/Pink Pump is located at 6606 
Telegraph Road. Bloomfield Hills..Call 
(248) 539-9260. Hours are 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday. CaJI (248) 683-1031 
or visit www.shopshoeenvy.com for • 
updates on the new Royal Oak location. 
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. As seen in the Y e l l o w Pages 

An exceptional home-like setting for 
Active/Alert, Frail/Recovering, 

Memory impaired and Alzheimer's residents 

-24 Hour Professional Staffing 

-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free 

- 3 Home Cooked Meals A Day 

-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 

-Planned Activities 

-Beauty & Barber Shop 

-On Call Nurse Practitioner 

-Medication Management 

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard -Incontinence Management 

C A N T O N 

L o c a t e d at 8121 Lilley 
b e t w e e n J o y & Warren R o a d s 

P a r k S l d e D E N T A L T E A M 
Come Celebrate Our \ 

One-Year Anniversary! / 
Monday, March 23, 2009 

Stop in for refreshments & a FREE toothbrush. 
Cake & ice cream will be served all day. 

Our doctors from left to right: Dr. FeihandSer, Dr. Rogers, Dr. Cohen & Dr. Seir. 

^¾^¾^ 36444 W. Warren Avenue • Westland 
At the corner of Warren & Central City Parkway 

(734) 261 -6060 
www.parksldedentalteam.com | 

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry • Evening & Weekend Appointments • Se habla Espahol § 

Keith J . Pierce, MD 
Internal Medicine 

38525 Eight Miie Road 
Livonia, Ml 4 8 1 5 2 
248.321.6612 

Call for Directions! 
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