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Last week, the Canton 
Township Board ofTrustees 
decided to delay a decision to raise 
water and sewer rates by 20 per­
cent for the second straight year. 
Supervisor Phil LaJoy took the 
item off the agenda so the board 
could get more information about 
the rates before it makes a deci­
sion. 

On Tuesday, the board will 
gather at township hall to hold 
a study session at 7 p-nv. Board 
members will be given an update 
of the 2009 Water and Sewer Rate 
Study. The meeting is open to the 
public. 

Canton's Christmas in Action 
chapter, a group of volunteers who 
annually help repair and refurbish 
homes for Canton seniors, is seek­
ing skilled and unskilled volun­
teers to help from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
April 25. 

Some of the skilled services 
needed include electricians, car­
penters, plumbers, roofers and 
others. Unskilled volunteers are 
needed for cleaning, yard work 
and painting. 

Anyone interested in helping 
should phone (734) 394-5191 to 
for more information. 

Hot of the success of Canton's 
Lower Rouge River Recreation 
Trail, township officials will be 
touting the Lower Rouge as a place 
where canoeists can put a paddle 

. in the water. While that may seem 
farfetched to some people, North­

ville 
author 
Doc 
Fletcher 
has a 
chapter 
about 
canoeing 
the Lower 
Rouge 
in his 
recently 
released 

book Michigan Rivers Less 
Paddled. 

Fletcher's book, his second 
about canoeing Michigan rivers, 
provides photos, a route descrip­
tion, some history and even a 
look at Miller's Bar in Dearborn 
in keeping with his subtitle: "The 
Rivers, The Towns, The Taverns." 

Fletcher will be at the Westland 
Public Library (6123 Central City 
Parkway) to discuss and sign cop­
ies of the book at 7 P-m., March 
25. For more information, visit 
www.booktour.com/author/doc_ 
fletcher. 

For more information about 
canoeing the route men­
tioned in the book, including a 
YouTube video, visit the Friends 
of the Rouge Web site at www. 
therouge.org. 

Cover for Doc Fletcher's 
book, 'Michigan Rivers Less 
Paddled.' 

S a v i n g a p i e c e o f h i s t o r y 
One of Canton's last s i l o s being moved to s h o w c a s e a g r i c u l t u r a l past 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

When Tim and Gail Carr bought what 
was originally an old farmhouse on a one-
acre parcel on Ford Road east of Ridge in 
1985 they kept the old silo that came with 
the property, which was once part of a 40-
acre farm. 

"I had originally thought about tearing it 
down, but that's how people found us," said 
Tim Carr, 55. "It became a landmark for 
our four daughters to tell their friends how 
to get here." 

The girls are now grown up and gone. 
And, so is the 1931-era silo, one of the last 
remaining in Canton that represents the 
township's agricultural history. 

The silo was taken down piece-by-piece 
last week by an experienced Amish crew 
that was careful to remove the metal roof 
and 40-pound blocks measuring about 2-

feet-by-18-inches. The silo will soon be put 
back together and erected on seven acres 
of the Travis-Bartlett property on Ridge 
Road, north of Cherry HiHv which depicts 
Canton's farming history. 

"The ground is too wet to rebuild it, 
so once we get a dry spell we'll start the 
foundation for the silo," said Brad Sharp, 
Canton Township's park and facilities 
maintenance manager. "It will be erected 
on the north side of the Cady-Boyer barn. 

"I think it really shows a lot of the true 
history of Canton," he said. "It was origi­
nally a farming community and we need to 
protect what's remaining." 

It took workers nearly seven hours to 
take apart the silo. When it's reconstructed 
it will be placed near the Cady-Boyer barn, 
which was moved there two years ago; and 
the Hugh Clyde house, one of the first built 

Please see SILO, A 3 

Canton's Tim and Gail Carr donated this 1931-era silo, one of the last 
remaining in Canton, to be part of the township's historic park in Cherry 
Hill Village. Amish workers, funded by Canton's Bob Boyer, have already 
dismantled the silo and will erect it once the weather gets warmer. 

Dishing up a winner 
Culinary artists 

hope to rebound 
at competition 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

At last year's Michigan Restaurant 
Association culinary competition, 
Plymouth-Canton's culinary arts 
team was within a few points of vic­
tory when a timing error forced them 
to serve a rack of lamb nearly raw. 

The team, consisting totally of 
juniors who'd never been subjected 
to the pressure of such a competi­
tion, finished well out of the run­
ning, failing to place in the top three 
for the first time. 

This year, with all returning 
seniors armed with a new routine 
and renewed desire, the team is, 
ironically in the wake of last year's 
raw meat fiasco, out for blood. 

"They were juniors last year and 
they didn't know what to expect," 
said Diana Woodward, the district's 
culinary arts instructor who coaches 
the team. "They stumbled a little bit 
under the pressure. This year, they 
want blood." 

The annual competition takes 
place today (Sunday) at the Kellogg 
Center in Lansing. It's divided into 
two parts — management and food 
preparation. The management team 
is responsible for knowing just about 
every word of textbooks, and they're 
also presented a case study that 
could include problems ranging from 
a bomb scare to food-borne illnesses. 

Kevin Frader mashes berries. 

One year, the management team 
was presented with "mysterious 
green ooze" in its walk-in refrigera­
tor. 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

"The case study presents anything 
that could possibly go wrong in a 
hotel or banquet center," Woodward 
said. "The team has to figure out 

Tyler Berqquist, who was on the culinary 
team that failed to place last year, hopes 
this year's state culinary competition goes 
much better. 

how to respond." 
The culinary team is given two 

hours to prepare and serve a meal. 
They get no running water or elec­
tricity, no refrigeration and two 
eight-foot folding tables in a 10-
square-fbot area. 

in past years, the menu was'-ujp to 
the teams. This year, the sponsors 
dictated the protein: Chicken. The 
rest of it is still at the whim of the 
team. This year, they're serving crab 
and artichoke, followed by Sous-
Vide Chicken Breast with cherry 
sage, ballotine served over butter­
nut squash risotto with asparagus, 
root vegetables and brandy cider 
jus. capped with a chocolate and 
banana-passion fruit mousse. 

The team, which won a state title 
and became the only Michigan 
school to win the national cham-

Please see CULINARY, A 9 
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Local landfill may convert 
methane gas into electricity 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER . 

The Saulk Trail Hills landfill . 
in Canton Township could soon 
become a source of less expensive 
electricity for nearby businesses 
as township officials and Republic 
Waste — owner of the landfill 
— discuss the possibility of har­
nessing methane gas that currently 
just evaporates into the air. 

"As the waste decomposes, it 
generates methane gas naturally, 
and some landfills collect it as a 
source of energy" said Tim Faas, 
Canton's municipal services direc­
tor. "They take the methane and 
power engines with it. Republic 
has done it at various facilities in 

Michigan." 
One of those facilities is the 

Carleton Farms landfill in Sumpter 
Township. 

"We're burning gas in 14 
•engines and we generate around 
10 megawatts of electricity," said 
Matt Neely, general manager for 
Republic at Saulk Trail Hills, who 
formerly was GM at Carleton 
Farms. "That's probably generat­
ing enough electricity for 10,000 
homes. It goes back into the DTE 
(Energy) power grid. 

"We're basically taking landfill 
gas, which is a by-product of the 
decomposition of garbage," he 
added. "Methane is the same gas 

\m about. 

Please see LANDFILL, A 9 
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The Saulk Trail Hills landfill is 
exploring the possibility of 
converting methane gas int 
electricity for nearby busin 
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MADD applauds good police work 
Mothers Against Drunk 

Driving honored local police 
officers for their efforts in 
keeping roads safer. Awards 
were presented Thursday, 
March 12, at the annual 
LifeSavers luncheon at Burton 
Manor in Livonia. 

Local officers honored are: 
Canton Officer Michael Andes accepts Canton Police Department 
his award from M.A.D.D, presented by — Officer Michael Andes; 
Fox 2 anchor Ron Savage. Livonia Police Department 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

— Officer Eric Eisenbeis; 
Michigan State Police Detroit 
#29 — Trooper Christopher 
Kurish; Michigan State 
Police Detroit ¢25 — Trooper 
Joseph Mankiewicz; Plymouth 
Township Police Department 
— Officer Michael Fritz; 
Redford Township Police 
Department — Officer 
Crystal Pasiak; Wayne County 
Sheriffs Department — Sgt. 

Ronald Rosselle, Cpl. Keith 
Rachwal, Cpl. Brian Glatfelter, 
Sgt. Rommel Saleh; Sgt. 
Cameron Porzondek; and 
Westland Police Department 
— Officer Kenneth Percin. 

Ron Savage of FOX-2 News 
was master of ceremonies 
and Wayne County Executive 
Robert A. Ficano welcomed 
the honorees and their guests. 

M A D D is a 501(c)(3) non­

profit grass roots organization 
with more than 400 entities 
nationwide. M A D D is not a 
crusade against alcohol con­
sumption — "MADD's mission 
is to stop drunk driving, sup­
port the victims of this violent 
crime and prevent under­
age drinking," said Nechole 
McClendon of M A D D Wayne 
County. Founded in 1980, 
M A D D has helped save more 
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than 300,000 lives and has 
trained more than 1,200 vic­
t im advocates across the coun­
try. For more information, visit 
www.madd.org. 

M A D D is only one of sev­
eral organizations nationwide 
spreading the message about 
the dangers of alcohol. But 
the millions of dollars spent 
on alcohol advertising each 
year pales in comparison to 
the economic and social cost 
of drunken driving paid by 
the innocent, which not only 
includes innocent victims but 
innocent taxpayers who share 
the economic cost. Consider 
that: 

• Alcohol impaired driv­
ers are estimated to cost 
American taxpayers $21-
$24 billion dollars per year, 
according to a recent Allstate 
Insurance Co. study. 

• National Geographic 
recently stated that alcohol 
abuse costs American society 
$136 billion annually. 

• According to the 
Michigan Drunk Driving audit 
in 2004, the state had 364 
alcohol related traffic fatalities 
(58 in Wayne County alone). 

• Underage drinking costs 
the U.S. more than $58 billion 
every year — enough to buy 
every public school student a 
state-of-the-art computer. 

• More than 100,000 
deaths in the U.S. each year 
are attributable to excessive 
alcohol consumption. 

• Alcohol kills five times 
more teenagers than all other 
drugs combined. 

• A study by the-National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration shows there 
are nearly two alcohol-related 
traffic deaths per hour, 43 per 
day, and 303 per week. This is 
the equivalent of two jetliners 
crashing per week. 

• One out of every two 
Americans wil l be involved in 
an alcoholrrelated accident in 
his or her lifetime. 

C O t K C T N H 
The story "Buckle Up" that 

appeared in Thursday's Canton 
Observer indicated Canton 
police arrested 14 motorists 
last year for operating while 
intoxicated, with three of those 
on St. Patrick's Day during fed­
erally funded details. 

The story should have stated 
Canton police made 257 drunk 
driving arrests in 2008, with 
14 of those — including three 
on St. Patrick's Day — during 
federally funded patrols. 

KNOW THE SCORE 
check out the numbers m 
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Police arrest Detroit man for string of burglaries silo 
* ^ FROM PAGE 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A 31-year-oH Detroit man, 
who police say was recently 
released from prison, was 
arrested Wednesday night 
for burglaries in Canton, 
Plymouth, Livonia and 
Dearborn Heights. 

If he's convicted, David 
Norman Itlas could be back in 
prison - this time for life - for 
a number of felony charges 
associated with the burglaries. 
He is also being charged with 

being a habitu­
al offender. 

According 
to police, the 
crime spree 
ended when 
Itlas was 
apprehended 
by Dearborn 
Heights police 

officers. 
"Dearborn Heights police 

were at the right place at the 
right time," said Sgt. Mark 
Gajeski, Canton police spokes­
man. "There was a brief pur-

Itlas 

suit and he ended up crash­
ing. They then took him into 
custody. 

"Dearborn Heights police 
put out an area message to 
departments that had similar 
crimes, so we sent an officer 
to the scene and identified 
property taken from the iCom-
puter store in his vehicle," he 
said. "He threw a cinder block 
through the front glass door 
to gain entry about 1:30 a.m. 
(Tuesday)." 

Gajeski said Itlas has been 
charged with breaking and 

entering and larceny of a 
building for taking a 42-inch 
flat screen television from 
iComputer, 6120 N. Canton 
Center Road, which was 
reportedly found in the car 
Itlas was driving. 

Itlas was arraigned Thursday 
in front of 35th District Court 
Judge Ron Lowe, who set bond 
at $100,000, with only 10 per­
cent needed to bond out. Itlas' 
preliminary exam is scheduled 
for March 20. 

tbruscato@riometownlife.com I (313) 222-2637 
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in the township, which was 
transplanted on the Travis-
Bartlett property last year. 

The barn was originally 
located at Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park until Canton 
resident Bob Boyer paid nearly 
$100,000 to move it. Boyer 
was the one who asked Carr if 
he would donate the silo, and 
then paid in the neighborhood 
of $20,000 for it to be moved 
and eventually rebuilt. 

Boyer was honored Monday 
by the Canton Rotary Club 
for his efforts in moving the 

barn and silo. Last year, Boyer 
was honored by the Michigan 
Historic Preservation Network 
for his philanthropic effort to 
save the historic barn from 
demolition. 

"He wants to keep the -agri-; . • 
cultural era of Canton part of -
our history,", said Starr Ste'nnis; 
Boyer's daughter, who works iv 
for her father at Boyer's Meat . 
Processing plant in Canton. : 
"That's very important to him.-

Meanwhile, Carr —• who still 
has some old farm implementŝ  
on his property — admits to 
missing the old silo. 

"I was glad to donate it, but I 
still kind of miss it," Carr said. 'It 
seems as if our identity is gone." 

ine with 
yoga stars of 
metro Detroit 

Dining with the Stars 
sponsored by Buddy's 
Pizza and the Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers takes 
a special twist this month. 
The winner w i l l dine with 
the yoga stars of metro 
Detroit. 

The group includes 
Katherine Lucas, founder 
of Karma Yoga, Inc.; Sara 
Davidson, ERYT-500; Aaron 
E. Fenton (ASHTANGA) 
Yoga Room; and Linda Kay 
of Yoga Shelter. 

Tell us in 100 words or 
less why you want to have 
lunch with yoga stars at 
Buddy's Pizza in Farmington 
Hi l l s . E-mail your entry to 
BuddysDiningStars@gmail. 
com by 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 31. 

The contest winner w i l l 
be treated to a limo ride 
from Class Plus Limo, 
a makeover courtesy of 
Christine from the Beauty 
Salon in Birmingham, a 
$100 gift certificate from 
Reaver Diamond Co. in 
Southfield and a dance 
exhibition by the Fred 
Astaire Dance Studio in 
Bloomfield Hi l l s . 
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Plymouth-Canton musk teacher Catherine DePentu (right) was honored with 
the Extra Miler Award Tuesday night. 

Going the 'Extra Mile' 
Veteran music teacher hits the right notes 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Plymouth Canton school 
board member John Jackson, 
whose daughter performed 
under her, praised the growth 
of the district's music program 
since she came aboard. 

Plymouth High School 
Assistant Principal Julie 
Kaminski said a description 
of "the perfect music educa­
tor" would come with a photo 
of her. 

That's why veteran music 
teacher Cathy DePentu 
received the district's Mary 
Beth Carroll Extra Miler 
Award at Tuesday's school 
board meeting. She was rec­
ognized for her "outstanding 
dedication to the students, 
parents and community." 

"She's just a pleasure," 
Kaminski said. "As an admin­
istrator it's great to have 
someone who just does it. You 
don't have to worry about any­
thing. If you watch her with 
her kids, you see it. Her kids 
love her." 

Tim Schoenherr, the 
district's arts coordinator, 
pointed out DePentu's contin­

ued growth in the program, 
saying she has a "clear under­
standing" of the district's K-12 
curriculum. Her understand­
ing is such she made a pre­
sentation on the state's new 
requirements for the visual 
arts at January's Michigan 
Music Conference in Grand 
Rapids, a presentation, accord­
ing to Schoenherr, that shows 
Plymouth-Canton is a leader. 

"It's impressive to me that 
she has continued to grow," 
Schoenherr said. "Many sea­
soned educators would be 
set in their ways, but Cathy 
continues to adjust. She 
always looks for ways to say 
yes instead of no, to say will 
instead of won't and to say can 
instead of can't." 

DePentu took a little time 
out of The Pit at the Gloria 
Logan Auditorium in Salem 
High School, where she's 
directing the orchestra for the 
Park Players' production of 
Smokey Joe's Cafe, to accept 
the award. 

"It's a great honor," she said. 
"I love what I do. Every year is 
more fun than the year before." 

bkadricti@riomeiowlife.com | (313) 222-8899 

VBPS foundation raises $3,000 
The Van Buren Public Schools Education Foundation held its first spaghetti dinner recently, raising $ 3 , 0 8 5 to fund mini-grants for the school district. 
A!J of the schools, from elementary up to Belleville High School, donated theme-style baskets to auction for the event. There were 13 baskets ranging 
from 'March is Reading Month' full of books from Elwell and the Board of Education, to 'A Night at the Movies' from South Middle School, Savage 
Elementary, and the administration staff. "We would like to thank everyone for the donations and all those who attended to support the children of 
the Van Buren Public Schools," said Sheila Patton, newiy elected president of the foundation. Foundation members are (back row from left) Paul W. 
Henntng, vice president, Paul George, Diane Patton, Scott Jones, Becky Smith, Bill Wolters, secretary, (front row from left) April Weising, treasurer, 
Sheila Patton, president, Mary Ivan, Kelly McWilliams, and Randy Brown. 

Plymouth grid golf outing 
The Plymouth Wildcats 

Football Booster Club will 
be holding its eight annual 
Wildcats Football Golf 
Outing on Saturday, May 30, 
at Fellows Creek Golf and 
Banquet Center in Canton. 
The outing will be a best ball 
scramble with a shot gun start 
at 1 p.m. Players are needed 
as well as hole sponsors and 
donated items for a silent auc­
tion at the end of the outing. 

Registration is $100 per 
golfer. You can register by call­
ing Bill Ballelli at (734) 416-
9603 or Mike Walsh"at (734) 
453-6796. For more details, 
or to become a hole sponsor or 
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NOTEBOOK 
auction item donor, go to the 
Wildcats Web site at www.foot-
ball.plymouthwildcats.com. 

Shakespeare winner 
Timothy Thompson, a 

senior at Salem High School, 
has earned first place in the 
English Speaking Union 
of the United States 2009 
Shakespeare Regional 
Competition. Thompson has 
won an all-expense paid trip 
to New York City to study 
Shakespeare, acting, attend 
plays and compete at Lincoln 
Center April 25-28. 

He will be competing with 
50 students from across the 
United States for the oppor­
tunity to spend a month in 
England studying at The Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Arts on 
a full scholarship. 

Career Cruising 
Career Pathways Night, sched­

uled 6:30-8 p.m. Wednesday, is 
an opportunity for local busi­
nesses to share information 
about the world of work with 
students from the Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools. 

This Open House event is for 

parents and students in grades 
8-12. It is an opportunity to 
cruise the Career Pathways 
and put high school and post-
high school planning into 
gear. There will be more than 
50 employers onsite to share 
information. 

For more information, call 
(734) 416-2944. 

Excellent evening 
Tickets are now on sale for 

the Educational Excellence 
Foundation's premiere event, 
Evening of Excellence, 7:30 
p.m. Friday, March 20. 

Highlights will include 
performances by outstand­
ing P-CCS students from P-
CEP Wind Ensemble, P-CEP 
Orchestra Strings, Second 
Stage Players, Discovery's 
Dulcissima Girls, P-CEP 
Madrigals and Choir, P-CEP 
Winter Guard and others. 

Cost is $50 for adults, $25 
for senior citizens, $25 for 
students. For tickets, contact 
Carole Kody at (734) 416-2718. 

Scholarship applications 
Plymouth- Canton 

Community Schools and 

the Plymouth Chamber of 
Commerce are accepting 
applications for the Student 
Citizenship Award scholar­
ship. Nominations from all 
employees, parents and friends 
of high school seniors from the 
Plymouth and Canton area 
will be accepted before 4 p.m. 
Friday, April 3. 

The $500 scholarship is 
based on community service 
only. Grade point average does 
not play a role in the commit­
tee's decision. 

The selection committee will 
pick one student each from 
Canton, Plymouth, Salem, 
Starkweather and a non-P-
CCS high school for the award. 
The scholarship application 
which is available at the Board 
of Education office, requires 
the student to give a one para­
graph description of what 
community service means to 
them, a one page, bulleted list 
of the student's community 
service and a one page testi­
monial by the person nominat­
ing the student for the award. 

Inquires should be directed to 
the P-CCS Community Relations 
office at (734) 416-2755. 

Livonia Public Schools 
Open Renowned Academically Talented Program 

to Out-of-District Students 
Twenty seats are open to students across 

grades 1 through 5 in fall 2009. 
Limited Registration window: April 6-20 

Livonia Public Schools is opening its Alternative Classrooms for the Academically Talented (ACAT) 
program to Limited Schools of Choice for the 2009-10 school year. 

This program is geared toward academically talented students 
looking for a specialized learning experience. 

Registration will be open from April 6-20 at the Department of Elementary and Special Program, 
15125 Farmington Road, Livonia 48154 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

All candidates MUST meet the ACAT selection testing criteria. 
For complete information on the application process, visit wTvw.livoma.kl2.mi.us or 

contact Charlotte Worthen, Director of Elementary & Special Programs at 734-744-2589. 

M c M a n u s 
DISTINGUISHED BUSINESS LECTURE SERIES 

F E A T U R I N G M i c h a e l e n e H e a r n 

Owner a n d Founder of M i c h a e l e n e ' s Gourmet Granola 

Monday, March 16, 2009 • 7 p.m. 
Madonna University • Kresge Hall 
36600 Schoolcraft Road (1-96 a n d Levan) 
Free a n d o p e n to the p u b l i c . 734-432-5356 

v. 

m MADONNA 
UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 

mailto:bkadricti@riomeiowlife.com
http://www.foot-
http://ball.plymouthwildcats.com
http://wTvw.livoma.kl2
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Plymouth Christian Preschool 

New Lower Preschool Tuition for Fall! 

* Certified Teachers 
. TTH classes for 3 Year Olds 

F Classes for 4 Year Olds / Young I 
. Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum 

. Low Student Teacher Ratio 
. Super Sized Classroom Facility 

. Indoor Castle Playscape 
. Classroom Computers 

. Christian Character Development 
. Licensed by the State of Michigan 

ontact the school office to arrange a 
ssroom visit for you and your child. 

v m w . p l y m o u t h c h r i s t i a n . o r g 

Christ 
Preschool - Elementary - Middle School - High School 

. Academic Excellence 

. College Prep Curriculum 

. North Central Accreditation 

. Advanced Placement Class* 

. Smaller Class Sizes 

. Complete Athletic Program 

. Extra Curricular Experience 

. Performing & Fine Arts Prog 

. Classroom Technology 

. After School Care 

. Tuition Assistance Available 

Contact the school office to 

Stop by and see what we're all about on 
Friendly Fridays... 

March20th and27th •8am-2pm 

www.plymouthchristian.org 

Plymouth Christian Academy is located on Joy Road between 
Lilley and Morton Taylor Roads in Canton. 

43065 J o y Road • Canton. Ml 48187 734-459-3505 
OE08G43610 

http://vmw.plymouthchristian.org
http://www.plymouthchristian.org
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Road rally 
Leadership Canton, a pro­

gram that develops motivated 
leaders in Canton, is register­
ing participants for its upcom­
ing Road Rally fund-raiser. 
According to organizers, the 
rally is not a race, but will pit 
the intelligence and problem 
solving abilities of each team. 
It will take place at various 
Canton locations. 

The event, which will take 
place May 12, will be limited 
to 30 cars, with four to six. 
passengers per car. The Finish 
Line Party will be hosted by 
IKEA, located at 41650 Ford 
Road. The entry fee is $35 per 
person. Proceeds event will 
benefit the Cady-Boyer Barn 
Fund, Senior Prescription 
Matching and Leadership 
Canton Alumni Fund. 

To sign up or for more 
information, contact Debbie 
Zevalkink at (734) 394-5188. 
Entry forms can be download­
ed at www.Rally4Canton.com. 

Diversity meeting 
All Plymouth-Canton com­

munity residents are invited 
to take part in a community-
wide meeting to explore diver-
shy in the area and how to 
create an inclusive future at 7 

p.m., March 26 at the Canton 
Township Administrative 
building. 

Join fellow residents in 
working groups to secure an 
inclusive future for Plymouth 
and Canton. Families, high 
school youth, neighbors and 
people of all cultures and 
religions are encouraged to 
attend. 

This is an effort supported 
by Michigan Roundtable for 
Diversity and Inclusion and 
the Ford Foundation. 

To RSVP contact Nikhol 
Atkins at natkins@miround-
table.org or Stacey Stevens at 
(248) 331-7036 sstevens@mir-
oundtable.org. 

Dr. Don to visit 
The Children's Hour and 

99.5 WYCD are teaming up in 
support of March is Reading 

Month. On 
Wednesday, 

If you would like to be a part 
of this with your child, call 
The Children's Hour at (734) 
459-9920. 

Quick Lane, Super Bowl of 
Canton, and Westland Lock 
and Key are supporting this 
event. 

Canton Economic Club 
The Canton Economic Club 

will meet on Thursday, April 
2 at 11:30 a.m., at the Summit 

on the Park. 
L 

\ March 18 at 
10:30 a.m., Dr. 
Don Carpenter 
from the 
morning show 
at WYCD 
will be at The 
Children's 
Hour Learning 

Center and Academy in 
Canton to read to the children. 

Carpenter 

Michigan 
Attorney 
General Mike 
Cox will be the 
featured guest 
speaker. 

The lun­
cheons were 
developed with 
the purpose 

of introducing Canton's busi­
ness and professional sec­
tor to leaders in the areas of 
manufacturing, government, 
entertainment, health care 
and economics. 

The cost is $20. 
Reservations are required and 
can be made by calling (734) 
394-5185. 

Camp fair 
Are you looking for a sum­

mer camp experience for your 

ST. PETERS LUTHERAN DAY SCHOOL 

O P E N HOUSE 
Sunday, March 22, 2009 

£ 2:00 to 5:00 pm 
Kindergarten through 8th Grade 

St. Peter's offers: 
• A Christian based education 
• Solid learning environment 
• Smaller class sizes 
• A long standing parochial school 

education program since 1947. / N O W E N R O L L I N G F O R 2009/2010 
Space 

is Limited! 
2 , 3 and 4 Year Old Programs 

Available 
Morning and Afternoon Sessions 

1309 Penniman \venue, Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-453-0460 

Call anytime to schedule a tour or visit our web site at www.stpeterslutheranplymontb.org vi',E.L"s 

Jamfest champs 
The Canton-based Michigan Xtreme Power Stars recently competed in 
Indianapolis at the Jamfest Supernationats and won first place in their 
division. Pictured are (front from left) Jessie Bolz, Emily Shorkey, (second 
row) Shannon Diaz, Ryan Jeannotte, Kennedi Lewis, Bailee Georgeson, 
Ayden Peters, Peyton Philbeck, Haleigh Taylor, (third row) Julia Petroff, 
Megan McCurry, Ashley Sawchuk, Erykah Murphy, Tiffany Royer, Yuki Lshii, 
(back row) Coach Kelly Ward, Avery Hayek, Ryan Grant, Jenna Seychel, Sam 
Kenfieid, Torry Tassic and Coach Rachele Frusti. 

child or teen once school is 
out? Canton Leisure Services 
Annual Camp Fair will take 
place Saturday, March 21, from 
9 a.m. - noon at the Summit on 
the Park Banquet Center, locat­
ed at 46000 Summit Parkway. 
Stop in to hear about our 
upcoming summer programs, 
which include camps for pre­
school, youth and teens. 

Summer camps offered 
these season, include: Camp 
Canton, Youth Summer Camp, 
Teen Trek, Teen Summer 
Camp at the BLOCK, Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill, Drama 
Camps, Leisure Services 
Preschool Camps (Princess, 
Superhero, Outer Space & 
Rainforest Camp), ABLE -
Special Needs Camp, Canton 
Sports Center - Baseball and 
Basketball Camps, Olympian 
Chung Do Kwan - Stranger 
Danger Camp, Abrakadoodle 
- Arts Camps D&M - Arts 
Camps, Michigan Learning -
LEGO® Camps, Cavalo Farm -
Equine (Horse Riding) Camp, 
Super Science Camp, The 
Write Class - Writing Camps. 
Mathnasium - Summer Math 
Programs, Camp Michigan 
Youth Flag Football - Football 
Camps, and High Velocity 
Sports various sports camps. 

Parents are encouraged to 
bring their children to this 
free event. Be sure to stop 
by and enter one of the free 
raffles, enjoy some delicious 
treats, and take a turn on the 
inflatable bouncer. Guests can 

even try Nintendo Wii. 
If you'd like to guarantee 

your child or teen a spot in 
one of our several popular 
camps this summer, be sure 
to register your child that day. 
Many of our camps will fill up 
quickly, so don't be late. 

For more information on 
Canton Leisure Services 2nd 
Annual Camp Fair, visit www. 
canton-mi.org or call (734) 
394-5460. 

Mom to mom sale 
The Canton Newcomers will 

hold a mom to mom sale from 
8:30 a.m.-l p.m., Saturday, 
March 28, at Summit on the 
Park. The sale will feature furni­
ture, baby equipment, children's 
clothes, books, toys, maternity 
clothes, games and videos. 

Admission is $1, and 100 
percent of proceeds will ben­
efit seniors served by the Area 
Agency on Aging 1-C, located 
at 3850 Second Street, Suite 
#201, Wayne (www.aaalc.org). 

For additional information 
about the sale and the Canton 
Newcomers, contact Jennifer 
Manriquez at (734) 844-7675, 
or visit their Web site at www. 
cantonnewcomers.org. 

Preschool open house 
Plymouth Children's 

Nursery, 5825 N. Sheldon 
Road, will host a co-op pre­
school open house on Mar. 21 
from 10 a.m.-noon. The pre­
school offers classes for ages 2 
1/2 to 5. They now offer a 4 day 

per week class for young 5's. 
The school's teachers instruct 
each child through academic, 
social, and emotional learning 
by using a play-based philoso­
phy. For more information, 
contact Sue Fairchild at (734) 
844-0395. -

Plymouth grid golf outing 
The Plymouth Wildcats 

Football Booster Club will 
be holding its eight annual 
Wildcats Football Golf 
Outing on Saturday, May 30, 
at Fellows Creek Golf and 
Banquet Center in Canton. 
The outing will be a best ball 
scramble with a shot gun start, 
at 1 p.m. Players axe needed 
as well as hole sponsors and 
donated items for a silent auc-: 

tion at the end of the outing. 
Registration is $100 per 

golfer. You can register by call­
ing Bill Ballelli at (734) 416-
9603 or Mike Walsh at (734) . 
453-6796. For more details, . 
or to become a hole sponsor or 
auction item donor, go to the 
Wildcats Web site at www.foot-
ball.plymouthwildcats.com. 

Slavens coffee hour 
State Rep. Dian Slavens CD-

Canton) is inviting residents to 
join her at a coffee hour to share 
their ideas and concerns. The 
coffee hour will take place 11 
a.m.-noon, Monday, March 16 in 
Belleville at Doyce's Red Beans 
and Rice, 524 Main Street. 

"Talking with our resi­
dents about issues that are 
important to them and their 
families will help me to bet­
ter represent our community 
at the Capitol," Slavens said. 
Tm eager to sit down with the 
residents that I represent in 
the Michigan House and listen 
to their ideas and concerns. I 
know that Michigan is facing 
tough challenges right now, 
and I am fighting every day to 
create more good-paying jobs 
for our workers and get our 
economy back on track." 

Slavens is also planning 
upcoming coffee hours on 
Monday, March 23, from 9 
a.m. to 10 a.m. atthe Canton 
Big Boy, 45250 Ford Road, an4 
on Monday, March 30, from j; 
11 a.m. to noon in Belleville: at 
Doyce's Red Beans and Rice. 

Slavens holds regular cof­
fee hours throughout Canton, 
Belleville and Van Buren 
Township. If your business is 
interested in hosting a cof­
fee hour, please call (888) 
347-8021 or send an e-mail to 
DianSlavens@house.mi.gov; 

• t t 
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Work with the IRS to straighten out tax problems 
Dear Rick: I hope you can 
help me. I am a handyman. I 
have no employees. I do not 
take charge cards. Generally, 
customers pay me in cash. 
I keep no records. In feet, 
I have no idea how much I 
really make on a year-by-year 
basis. I have not filed a tax 
return in about 10 years. I 
used to work for a company, 
and when I went on my own I 
just never got around to tiling 
taxes. Here is my dilemma. 
My daughter is a minor and 
because of certain health 
issues I have applied for 
government assistance. I've 
been asked to provide them 
with a copy of my tax return 
for the last three years. What 
should X do? 

A: My advice is simple and 
straightforward. File your past 
tax returns. I recognize it will 
be difficult because you do 
not have records, however, it's 
something you need to do. The 
Internal Revenue Service has 
become much easier to deal 
with. It is willing to work with 
individuals, set up payments 
plans and even in some 
situations, waive tax liability 
because of hardships. 

Money Matters 

Because you 
do not have 
the necessary 
documentation, 

^ you will need a 
certified public 
accountant or 
an enrolled 
agent with the 
IRS. Enrolled 

Rick Bloom 
agents are not 
employees of 
the IRS. They 

have received certain training 
which allows them to practice 
in front of the IRS. The fact 
that you do not have records 
and receipts makes things a 
little more difficult; however, 
it is not impossible to prepare 
your return. 

Many people who have not 
filed past tax returns generally 
are afraid to file because of the 
taxes and penalties. There is no 
doubt that in many situations 
penalties, interest and back 
taxes can be substantial, 
however ignoring the situation 
does not make it better. You 
have a greater chance of 
waiving penalties and working 
out payment plans when you 
voluntarily come forward. 

The law requires us to file 

tax returns on a year-by~year 
basis and that alone should 
be enough motivation for 
everyone. However, qualifying 
for government assistance, 
especially for a child, should 
provide the extra motivation 
you need. 
Dear Rick: I just started 
a new job. I am 28 years 
old, single and have no 
dependents. I have a short-
term disability policy 
that I think covers me for 
something like six months. 
My employer offers a long-

. term disability policy. 
Should I take it? 

A: Congratulations on your 
new job. 

Disability insurance protects 
you if you are unable to work. If 
you developed a health issue or 
were in an accident and could 
not work, once your short-term 
disability ended, you would 
have no way of paying your 
bills. 

A long-term disability 
policy provides necessary 
cash flow. Like all types of 
insurance, I believe it is need-
based. The question is: If I 
become disabled, do I have the 
resources to pay my bills? If 

not, then disability insurance is 
something to consider. 

The key to disability 
insurance is the definition. 
Unfortunately, there is 
no standard definition of 
disability and different policies 
have different definitions. 
Therefore, before you obtain 
the policy, it is important 
to review the definition of a 
disability to make sure that it 
fits your situation. 

Consider having an 
independent agent get you a 
competitive bid for disability 
and then to compare it to your 
group policy. Many times, an 
individual policy will have a 
better definition of disability 
and have lower costs. 

Disability insurance can be 
highly valuable to an individual 
who becomes unable to work. 
Unfortunately, these policies 
are difficult to understand. 
Take your time, get competitive 
bids and ask questions. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
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Decorative 
Lamps 

INCLUDES 
' NITE LIGHTS. LAMP 

SHADES, FINIALS S 
CORD COVERS 

Wall Decor 
INCLUDES MIRRORS, 

ART, SHELVES & MORE! 

Decorative 
Boxes 

Decorative 
Glassware 

INCLUDES GLASS W I T H 
DECORATIVE METAL 

A C C E N T S . 
ITEMS ( I . M & H I G H E R 

Painted 
Wood 
Decor 

Home Accent 
Categories Shown 

5 0 % Off 
OUR. E V E R Y D A Y 

L O W 59.99 & B E L O W 

Decorative Pillows, 
Tassels & Russ 

Candles, 
Candle 

Holders 
&Reed 

Diffusers 
EXCLUDES TEAUGHTS, 

VOTIVES & CANDLE 
VALUE PACKS 

Ceramics, Pottery 
& Polyresin 
I N C L U D E S T A B L E T O R B L U E & 
W H I T E . O R I E N T A L M E X I C A N 
S M U C H M O R E ! 

Metalware 
I N C L U D E S 
ITEMS W I T H 
D E C O R A T I V E 
B E A D E D A C C E N T S . 
E X C L U D E S 
F U R N I T U R E 

Decorative 
Garden 
Planters 

Metal & Iron 
Garden Dgcor 

I N C L U D E S H A R D W A R E , P L A N T E R S f 
P A I N T E D METAL D E C O R A T I O N S 

Yard Stakes & 
Picks 

Polystone & Ceramic 
Garden Decor & 

Statuary 
I N C L U D E S S T E P P I N G STONES 

Garden 
Categories Shown 

50°A Off 
Robert Stanley 
Gazing Balls 
& Glass. 
Garden Decor 

St. Patrick's 
Day Crafts 

& Decor 

Furniture 
30% Off 

INCLUDING SOLID WOOD, METAL WITH 
WICKER, STORAGE, TABLES, BAKER'S RACKS, 

CORNER RACKS, CHAIRS, STOOLS, BENCHES, PLANT 
STANDS, SCREENS X BISTRO SETS. 

All 32"x40" Matboard & 
Pre-Cut Mats 

EXCLUDES CUSTOM MATS. 
O U R EVERYDAY L O W I S7-7.OT 

Custom Frames 
(APFUES TO f W N E ONLY) 
THBOH«AVAILA»U 

ONLY AT STOM 
ACOMSSa LISTED tOOtt. 

Posters & 
Matted Prints 

Framing 
Categories Shown 

50% Off 
Open Back 

Readymade 
Frames 

Photo Frames 
I N C L U D E S O U R ENTIRE 

S E L E C T I O N O F TABLE T O P A N D 
N O V E L T Y P H O T O FRAMES A S 

W E L L A S A L L W O O D E N 
P H O T O S T O R A G E 

Shadow Box. 
Frames, Display 
Cases & Flag 
Cases 

Sterling Silver 
Findings, Beads, 
Charms & Wire 

30% Off * 

Stretch Magic 
Bead Cora 

5 OR (0 METER 
SPOOL 

1.99 4.47 
O U R EVERYDAY 

Entire Stock of 
Bead Treasures1" Beads, 

Glass Pendants & Kits 

Jewelry Making 
Categories Shown 

INCLUDES 
CRYSTALLIZED7,1 

S W A A O V S K ] ELEMENTS, 
COLOR GALLERY, 
CZECH BEADS & MIXES 
AND MAGNETIC HEMATITE 

50* 
Off 

Tradition!" 
Beads, Pendants 

& Kits 
ALSO INCLUDES EXPIORER 

£ NATURAL GALLERY 

5 0 % _ 
OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRCE5 

Off 

Jewelry Tools 

30* I I 
Off 

O U R 
E V E R Y D A Y 

L O W P R I C E S 

Artist Watercolor 
& Colored Pencils 
INCLUDES SETS ft INDIVIDUALS 

Ali Artist Watercolor Paints 
I N C L U D E S SETS & I N D I V I D U A L S 

Artist 
Watercolor 
Pads& 
Sheets 
I N C L U D E S 
C A N S O N . 
STRATHMOftE 
& C A R O L I N A 

Artist Supplies 
Categories Shown 

30% Off 
All Artist Easels, 
Drawing Boards, 
Tables & Chairs : 

Yes! Multi Media Watercolor 
Canvas 

Broadcloth 
& Batiste 

• P O L Y / C O T T O N BATISTE 
• « " W ! D I 
• A S S O R T E D C O L O R S 

1.87^ 
O U » E V E R Y D A Y LO* 

Home Decor 
Tassels 

& Tiebacks 

50%Off 

Warm & Natural 
or Warm & 

White Battlns 
•BY WARM PRODUCTS 
• W WIDE -QUILT BATTING 

6.99 

54" Home Dec Fabric 
"•"its, Solfds & Sheers 

Fashion Fabric 
Categories Shown 

All Art Brushes 
& Brush Sets 

FEATURING 
MASTER'S T O U C H . 

WINSOR & N E W T O N , 
LOEW C O R N E L L • 

ROBERT SIMMONS a MORE! 

s r off 
j a O K EVERYDAY L O W PRICES 

Entire Stock of 
Calico Prints 

& Solids 
• « * W I D E 
• I M S C O T T O N 
•INCLUDES APPAREL 

C O T T O N PRINTS 

30* Off 
Seasonal 

Fabric 
ST. PATRICK'S DAY • 

NOWMtSKJD... 

"66* Off 

Decorative 
Birdhouses, 
Feeders & 
Cases 

Wind 
Chimes 

& Garden 
Mobiles 

Wood or 
Bamboo 
Garden 

Decor 

Wooden 
& Metal Easter 

Decor 
All Easter 

Crafts 
INCLUDES W O O D , GLASS, 
PAPER M A C K E ft PLASTER 

Easter Baskets, 
Grass, Shreds 
& Fillers 

Plastic 
Easter 
Esss 

3/1.00 
OUR EVERYDAY 

L O W m 

Easter Crafts & Decor 
Categories Shown 

40% Off 
Easter Plush & 
Stuffed Animals 

INCLUDES BUNNIES, CHICKS. 
D U C K S * M O R E 

Easter 
J Trees, 
Ornaments 

& Picks 

Palm Trees 
AH Styles & Sizes 

: Flowering & Greenery 
Bushes 

' Including Plants & Ferns 
FEATURING EVERYDAY STYLES & TRUE T O U C H * . 

Ribbon 
By-the Roll 

INCLUDES ALL RIBBON BY 
THE ROLL IN O U R WEDDING, 
SEASONAL FABRIC & 
FLORAL DEPARTMENTS. 

Floral 
Categories Shown 

50°A Off 
Bridal 
Event! 

EXCLUDES CUSTOM 
MADE W E D D I N G ITEMS 
* RENTALS 

Floral 
Arrangements 

INCLUDES F L O W E R I N G 
fi GREENERY 

"Slice"™ Cordless 
Design Cutter & 
Accessories 

BY MAKING 
MEMORIES 

Crop-A-Dile II 
BiS Bite 
by We B Memory Keepers 
O U R E V E R Y D A Y L O W 3 9 . 9 9 

Entire Stock of 
Packaged 
Cards, 
Tags& 
Envelopes 
I N C L U D I N G S E A S O N A L . 
P W E H STUDIO. 
A M E R I C A N C R A F T S . 
D M D * MORE! 

Scrapbooking 
Categories Shown 

30%Off 
Entire Sto* ol 

Cuttlebus Products 
FEATURING DIE C U T 
M A C H I N E DIES A N D 

ACCESSORIES. 

Entire Start of, 
Scrapbooking ; 

Adhesives & i 
Refills i 

J E A T U R I N G 
T A P E 

DISPENSERS. 
G L U E S T I C K S , 

G L U E D O T S 
BL PIOREI 

Craft Washable 
Sequins & 
Paillettes 

Atl Coin & Stamp 
Collecting 
Supplies 

; Macrame : 
: Craft Cord & • 
i Accessories ; 

Crafting Sale! 
Categories Shown 

30% Off 
Airbrushes, 

Compressors, 
Airbrush 
Paint & 

Accessories 

Perler 
Beads & 
Bead Kits 

Children's Plastic Lacing 
Spool & Kits 

FEATURING REX LACE, TONER I 
PLASTICS £ M O R E i 

INCLUDES SEASONAL I 

Yam Bee Decadent 
3,3 O X 

HallaBulkyioz 
YamBeeDlfiy 

Dally s oz. 
Yam Bee Featherwlsp 

3 5 O Z . 

Yam Bee Lusdous 
SparMe *oz 

- N O W M M K E D , . - , . ' , 

%*, 1.99, 
B Q U F I E V S ^ B M ' P R I C E -

All Thread Packs 
K R B N I K I DMC 

25°A Off 
Coats Red Heart Kids 

" , o t 3.33 
OUR EVERYDAY L O W 3 . 9 9 

Nfeedleart 

Yarfl Bee^3ftDelIsht 

O U R E V E R Y D A Y L O W « 9 

All Needleart Readers, 
Magnifiers 

& Book Lights 

30 % 
O U R E V E R Y D A Y L O W 

2 . 9 9 - 1 9 . 9 9 

Off 

Vanna's Choice 
3 S 3 . 5 0 Z . 2 

OUR EVERYDAY L O W 199 

Bernat Camo or 

2 no Denim Style 
,00 3.5 O Z . 
O U R E V E R Y D A Y L O W 3 . 3 9 

PRICES G O O D MARCH 14 T H R O U G H MARCH I I , 1009 
• SALES SUBJECT T O SUPPLY IN STOCK • SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE 

• THIS A O DOES N O T APPLY T O PR1-REDUCED ITEMS 

STORE HOURS: 9-8 MONDAY-SATURDAY • CLOSED SUNDAY 

C a n t o n 
Ford Road at Lilley, west of \kea 

7 3 4 - 9 S 3 - 9 1 4 2 

W£BB¥LOBBY 

O f * 

ANGELA HOSPICE BENEFIT MARCH 26 

Angela Hospice of Livonia 
will present its annual women's 
event, "Laughter Lifts You Up," 
5:30 p.m. Thursday, March 26. 
Proceeds will benefit the hos­
pice's "Building for Life" expan­
sion project. 

The event will be held at 
Laurel Manor in Livonia and 
will feature comedian W. Bruce 
Cameron, author of 8 Simple 
rules for Dating My Teenage' 
Daughter and How To Remodel 
a Man: Tips and Techniques on 
Accomplishing Something You 
Know, Is Impossible But Want To 
TryAnyway. 

Dinner will be served, and 
raffle tickets and books will be 
available, to be autographed by 
Cameron. Reservations are $40 
per person and tickets will be 
sold through March 23 or until 

sold out. 
Cameron was born in Petoskey 

and pursued writing since age 10. 
After studying at Westminster 
College, he became a freelance 
writer who worked a dayjob. 

In 1995, Cameronbegan 
to write an online column, , 
later picked up by the Rocky 
Mountain News* His "8 Simple 
Rules" column was devel­
oped into a book published by 
Workman Publishing in 2001. It 
rose to No. 14 on The New York 
Times best seller list, and was 
turned into a sitcom starring 
John Ritter. 

His most recent book, 8 
Simple Rulesfor Marrying My 
Daughter, was released last year. 
For information on the event, 
call Angela Hospice's Barb Iovan 
at (734) 953-6045. 

OPEN 
MON.-SAT. 

9-9 
SUN. 
9-7 

38000 Ann Arbor Rd. 
Livonia 
(734) 464-0330 ' 

Your Meat & Deh I 
Supermarket i 

M i k e ' s Fantastic -

SAVINGS 
SALE VALID MAR. 16 - MAR 22 

Our Best - Freshfroin the Barrel 
« ^ 5 , KOSHER STYLE 6 

C O R N E D * 
% B E E F - b 

/ 

\ „ . Fresh Ground Beef" / GROUND $419' CHUCK fi 
Family Pack 

ib % 

I 

\ 

Boneless 

ENGLISH CUT $ 1 1 9 9 ROAST 9£r9 

2 Roast Family Pack lb. 

$049 Boneless fttffc 

v. BUTTERFLY 
PORK CHOPS U b > | 

Fresh Grade A 

^ C U T U P $ | CHICKEN 
Fresh Ground Beef 4 * ^ GROUND $969 SIRLOIN 
Family Pack 

Boneless A m m " 
S I R L O I N $ Q 4 9 
T I P R O A S T 3 / 

A 

Deliciously Quick CURE STEAKS $349 
Ib. ^ 

Ground Fresh Daily B H A GROUND $189 TURKEY I 
Fresh Sliced from the Deli 

mailto:ters@hometownlife.com
http://www.bloomassetmanagement.com
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United Way campaign a little 
short but considered a success 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER : 

The Plymouth Community 
United Way - which serves 
Plymouth, Canton and 
Northville - knew it would 
be tough to match the 2007 
goal of $1.3 million during 
the economic downturn. 
So, the Board of Directors 
downsized the 2008 goal 
by $200,000 while secretly 
admitting even the lowered 
expectations could be tough 
to meet in today's financial 
climate. 

At Friday's PCUW annual 
meeting held at Comcast 
in Plymouth Township, 
board member Greg Foster 
announced preliminary indi­
cations are the 2008 cam­
paign will be short, but not 
by much. 

"Our campaign is not 
actually completed at this 
point, there have been some 
companies that have delayed 
running their campaigns," 
said Foster. "Our pledges are 
about $1.05 million, so we're 
a little bit short. But we're 
working hard and hopeful to 

get close to our goal of $1.1 
million. 

"We are looking to be 
down about $250,000-
$300,000 from (the 2007 
campaign)," he said. "I think 
that's very understandable 
given the economic cli­
mate this year. Because of 
past prudent policies, our 
Finance Committee is very 
confident we will be able to 
weather 2009 and be back 
on track next year." 

The PCUW-also earned 
$204,000 from its annual 
August golf outing. That 
money is being put into an 
endowment that will even­
tually be used to fund the 
operations of the Plymouth 
United Way so the total 
amount of donations can go 
toward allocations, grants 
and designations. 

"We are in a hurting 
economy right now and we're 
doing the best we can," said 
Art Butler, PCUW board 
chairman. "As the funds 
decrease and the needs 
increase we're caught in the 
middle. It hurts us to have to 
make subjective decisions... 

as to which agency or which 
individual is going to get 
more or less." 

Campaign Chairman Bill 
Lawton said no matter what 
the final tally, this year's 
effort was a success. 

"What was generously 
contributed will be carefully 
and generously distributed 
to those in need," Lawton 
said. "We know that need is 
greater now than has been in 
a long time." 

At the annual meet­
ing, Johnson Controls was 
honored as a Platinum key 
contributor. Gold contribu­
tors included Automotive 
Components Holdings, 
Comcast, DTE Energy, 
General Motors, UAW 
Local 845, Unisys, United 
Parcel Service and Visteon 
Corporation. 

Pledges for the 2008 
campaign can still be given 
by calling the Plymouth 
Community United Way at 
(734) 453-6879 or on the 
Web at www.plymouthunit-
edway.org. 

tbruscato®ri ometownlife.com I (313) 222-2637 

A A A Travel Agency presents 

C E L E B R I T Y C R U I S E E V E N T 

Tuesday, March 17th • 6:30 p.m. 
A A A C A N T O N B R A N C H 
2017 N.Canton Center Rd. 

Sonus incentives available 

To RSVP, call 734.844.0146 
If you're l o o k i n g for a cruise featuring exceptional service, 
award-winning cuisine and extensive amenities, join m hr 
a preview of Celebrity Cruises. A A A Trawl Agenb will bo 
on hand to answer questions and detaii the special benefits 
available t o AAA mpmbers. 

Call today to reserve your seat! 

District makes 'green' pitch to leaders 
BY BRAD KAORICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Administrators last month 
convinced the Plymouth-
Canton school board its 
ideas for projects to take 
advantage of renewable 
energy were good ones to 
be funded by money in 
President Barack Obama's 
stimulus package. 

On Friday, those same 
administrators made the 
pitch to legislators who 
could help steer some of that 
money their way. 

Superintendent Craig 
Fiegel enlisted the aid of 
a pair of consultants who 
have helped the district craft 
some $13 million in renew­
able energy projects slated 
for buildings across the dis­
trict. 

The two drawing the most 
attention are' a plan to cool 
off the gymnasiums, par­
ticularly at Plymouth High 
School, which can reach 
temperatures as high as 95 
degrees during the summer, 
and covered, solar-heated 
walkways to provide cover 
for students moving between 
the Plymouth Canton 
Educational Park's three 
buildings. 

Also in the plan: An idea 
for a 100-percent "green" 
middle school which would, 
according to Fiegel, be the 
first of its kind in the state. 

"We want to be the poster 
child" for Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm's push for renew­
able energy use in schools, 
Fiegel said. "We want to be 
the first." 

State Rep. Dian Siavens, 
D-Canton, was on hand, 

as were representatives of 
Granholm and U.S. Sen. Carl 
Levin. 

Much of the focus was on 
the gyms and the walkways 
Friday. The idea to cool the 
gyms is to use night air and 
well water to pre-cool the 
gymnasium using the exist­
ing duct system. Additional 
measures — adding natural 
lighting with solar tubes 
and dehumidifying the air 
— would help drop interior 
temperatures to more like 70 
degrees. 

The district would employ 
the technique at Plymouth . 
and Canton high schools; 
the Salem gym is air-condi­
tioned. 

The other major initiative 
is one talked about as far 
back as nine years ago: cov­
ered walkways connecting 
the park's three high schools. 
The discussion was part of 
a study in 2000 when the 
district was putting together 
what would become the 
2004 bond issue. But Jacobs 
said it was discarded as "a 
want, not a need." 

Now, with an empha­
sis being placed by nearly 
everyone on "going green," 
the idea is back. This time, 
though, the suggestion is to 
cover the walkways — which 
as they exist now take a lot 
of maintenance in terms of 
snow removal, salting and 
repairs — with solar panels. 

The walkways would use 
active solar-power collection, 
wind power and use passive 
hot-water heating to preheat 
them in winter. 

In addition to connect­
ing all the schools and 
minima] maintenance, the 

walkways would also serve 
as an educational tool, with 
"dashboard displays" that 
would show students how 
the building systems work, 
the amount of energy being 
expended, etc. 

The district has worked 
with two consultants, 
Damien Farrell Design 
Group in Ann Arbor 
and Mechanical Energy 
Systems in Canton, to put 
together the plan. Reynold 
Hendrickson of Mechanical 
Energy Systems, called dis­
trict officials "wonderful to 
work with," but said they 
were "skeptical, and they 
.tested us." 

"We have a chance to 
show, to powerfully illus­
trate, what renewable energy 
can do," Hendrickson said. 
"We might as well get start­
ed now. Our president is ask­
ing us to get shovels in the 
ground." 

Granholm has made the 
push for renewable energy 
a priority recently, and 
her representative, Sherri 
Liebeau, said the Plymouth-' 
Canton project would seem 
to be a good fit. 

"(Granholm) is all about 
renewable energy," she said. 
"This falls right into that field." , 

Siavens, just elected in 
November, said she was 
"excited" by the proposal. 

"I thought it was very 
impressive," Siavens said. 
"It's wonderful they're look­
ing for 'green' ways to bring 
energy into the schools. I'm 
looking forward to seeing 
what (other) ideas they have." 

bkadricri@hometownlife.com. 
(313) 222-8899 

Cheer for the 
hometesm, 

read today's 

SPORTS 
section 

WAYNE MASONIC LODGE # 1 1 2 t S S j S r 

Masons. Live better. 
What are Masons? 

The Masons are anon profit voluntary association of men who 
believe in a system of moral conduct as a way of life. It is a 
fraternal society which is religious in its character, yet does 

not care what your individual faith is. Masons pursue 
excellence and seek to make good men better teaching 
morality. Masons fulfill this mission through charitable 

philanthropic duties to the people and communities they 
reside in. Masonry is not a forum for discussion of religion, 

politics or partisan affairs, seeks no advantages for its 
members and is not a secret society concealing its purpose. 

Some of the local and Statewide projects 
we sponsor are: 

• Michigan Child ID/Program 
• Beacon Reading Project Volunteer Readers 
• Scholarships/Student Assistance 
• Pathways Senior Living Facility & Youth groups 

Our Rainbow for Girls and DeMolay for Boys youth groups 
provide guidance and instill knowledge, inspire community 

involvement and encourage self improvement in today's youth. 

You're invited to join us at any of the 
U P C O M I N G G A T H E R I N G S 

-no membership required. 
Spaghetti Dinners 

April 3, 2009 5:00 pm-8:00 pm 
June 19, 2009 5:00 pm-8:00 pm 

Pancake Breakfast 
March 29,2009 8:30 am-1:00 pm 
April 26, 2009 8:30 am~l:00 pm 
May 17, 2009 8:30 am-1:00 pm 

Charity Poker Game 
April 15,16,17, & 18 Watch for Details 

Ladies Tea 
May 2, 2009 11:00 am-100 pm u ^ ^ ^ 

!" Use this coupon for "j * l 1 , 1 1 

i $2.00 O F F A N Y i 
j S P A G H E T T I D I N N E R j 
8 (Includes salad, roll & beverage for $6.00) 1 

D o > o u . . . 

m u n ! 1 , ' . ! " ; : ; : : - . " 

' " • ' " • ^ ih.,i . . n u n l ^ , 

-.jrc i i ; 
Hi' r, • a \a\w 

I No limit • Bring the whole family! I 
Contact us today to be a part of our great mission... 

734.721.7950 
becoming a 

M a s o n ? 

37137 Palmer Rd. (Just East of Newburgh) Westland Visit www.waynelodgell2.org for more information 

http://www.plymouthunit-
http://edway.org
http://ometownlife.com
mailto:bkadricri@hometownlife.com
http://www.waynelodgell2.org
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CULINARY 
FROM PAGE B1 

pionship in 2004, has worked since 
Thanksgiving on getting it right this time 
and erasing the 2008 debacle. 

"We didn't do as well as we'd hoped, 
but we kind of stumbled," said Tyler 
Bergquist, a Plymouth High School senior 
from Canton. "We had some mental 
errors, some simple errors, minor details 
that got us. 

"We didn't know what to expect, and 
we went in blind," Bergquist added. "All of 
us came back, we're more organized, we 
want it more and we're having fun with 
it." 

Canton High School senior Drew 
Greeneisen, 18, of Canton is part of this 
year's management team after serving 
with the culinary team a year ago. Though 
he's an alternate with the culinary team, 
Greeneisen switched to the management 
side this year to give himself the all-
encompassing experience. 

While he finds the culinary side more 
physically demanding — "At the pace they 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Victoria Vollmer minces roasted sweet red pepper. 

go, it takes a lot out of you" — he said the 
management said has challenges of its 

own, what with having two 500-plus-page 
textbooks to memorize. 

The amount of effort the kids have put 
in has been impressive to their mentor, 
Dave Pawlowski, owner of the Omelette 
and Waffle Cafe in Plymouth. Pawlowski 
has worked hard with the kids to get it 
right this year. 

"I've been a chef for 21 years, and I 
enjoy doing it," Pawlowski said. "If I 
can teach someone something new, I 
feel I'm contributing to the culinary 
world." 

Team members hope all the preparation 
has them prepared to take on perennial 
power Fruitport, whose coach is rumored 
to be retiring after this competition. 
Plymouth-Canton cookers want to send 
her out their way. 

"There's definitely a 'We have to 
win' attitude," Greeneisen said. "We 
were here last year, we know where 
the errors were made and we have to 
perfect it. Fruitport's teacher is retir­
ing, and we definitely want to beat her 
before she goes." 

bk3drich@hometownlife.com j (313) 222-8899 

LANDFILL 
PAGE A l 

you burn in your stove. Instead 
of flaring it off and burning it, 
we can generate electricity and 
get something useful from it." 

Faas said the waste at Saulk 
Trail Hills on Lilley Road, 
which has been receiving solid 
waste since 1980, is decompos­
ing at a "generally steady rate" 
and could continue "for the 
next 20-30 years." Faas noted 
talks with Republic include 
either a public-private part­
nership to build a generating 
station that would be used to 
sell the electricity to adjacent 
businesses, or have Republic 
operate it on its own. He said 
either scenario works for the 

township. 
"You have the options of 

selling electricity to the local 
provider (DTE), but there's 
not a direct rate advantage to 
local businesses," Faas said. 
"Another option would be to 
sell electricity directly to the 
businesses, but they would 
have to be abutting the landfill 
or be close." 

One business showing 
interest, according to Faas, is 
Sysco Food Services, which 
is expanding its nearby facil­
ity. Another is the Western 
Township Utilities Authority 
(WTUA), which spends 
more than $400,000 a 
year to pump waste water 
from Canton, Plymouth and 
Northville townships to the 
Ypsilanti Community Utilities 
Authority. 

"WTUA is a very large 
electric user" Faas said. "The 
township, and in turn prop­
erty owners, pay their bil l . 
That has a true public benefit 
component." 

Faas said questions haye 
arisen as to how many busi­
nesses could become custom­
ers before the facility would be 
considered a regulated utility, 
generating a whole new set of 
complications. 

, Michigan law now requires 
electric utilities to produce 
10 percent of their retail 
sales from renewable energy 
resources by 2015. Faas said 
DTE has expressed interest 
in projects like the one being 
considered for Saulk Trail 
Hills, which Canton Township 
officials have listed among 
the 26 it would like to be con­

sidered for federal stimulus 
money. A ballpark figure to 
construct a conversion facility 
is about $7.5 million. 

Neely is a bit more cautious 
when discussing the proposed 
methane conversion project. He 
notes DTE has surplus capac­
ity and doesn't expect to pur­
chase electricity from outside 
sources this year. And there 
are hurdles with the Michigan 
Public Service Commission on 
supplying electricity to nearby 
businesses. 

"We haven't worked out any 
details and haven't gotten to 
the point of discussion about 
financial arrangements," Neely 
said. "Hopefully, we can come 
up with something beneficial 
to everybody." 

Plymouth-Canton's culinary and management teams meet before the 
preparation begins for the meat they'll cook in Sunday's state competition. 

5TH ANNIVERSARY HISTORIC PRICE REDUCTIONS 
2009 EUROPEAN & MEDITERRANEAN COLLECTION 

< 27 feR^crrt^P ' 

m ••tan* 

<$2OO0 Price Reduction : 
Off 2 fori Fares 

-•Per- Stateroom- • 

$199 Roundtnp Airfare : 
From Delroit 

. plus air faxes 

3rd & 4th guests 
1/2 Off" 

Single Supplement :< 
only 25%) 

: A c t Now! 
Offers Expire 3/31/09!. 

L E A D E R S " 

B W. Ann Arbor. Rd 

KNOW THE SCORE: Check out the numbers in today's Sports section 734 455 5310 
. i-pIymouthmlSfraveiledders.cam. 
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Early Bird Specials 

COMPLETE DINNERS 
B U F F E I only 7 J S 

andJ2M 
BEER & WINE B J J j r / ilJJJtf only 'JLJJJJ 

2008-Voted "3* Best Dance Studio in Michigan" by CltyVoter 
2006-Canton Community Supporter Award 
2004-Business of the Year, nominee 

REGISTER NOW 
for Central City's 

Spring Into Dance 
5 week Children's Dance Classes 

March 21$t~-Apr 25th 
Ages 3-5 Tap Sat 10:30 am 
Ages 3-5 Ballet Sat 11:00 am 
Ages 10-13 Hip Hop Sat 11:30 pm 
Ages 6-9 „..Hip Hop Sat 12 noon 
Ages 6-9 Ballet Sat 12:30 pm 

$40 for the 5-week session 
Sign up now to reserve your space 

7 3 4 - 4 5 9 - 0 4 0 0 

SUMMER DANCE 
JAM 2009 
5 - w e e k s e s s i o n 
July 7 th - Aug 6 t h 

Summer schedule | 
coming this April 

Classes for the entire famiiy 

$40 

v 

for the 5-week session 

YOGA FITNESS 
8-week Session 
March 10 t h- May 5 t h 

Tue evenings 
7:30-8:30 pm 

Develop Strength, 
Flexibility and 
Peace of Mind 

$75 for the 8-week session 
(Appropriate forages 12-Adult) 

• 

• 

• 
• • 
• 

http://hometownlife.com
mailto:bk3drich@hometownlife.com
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Property auctions held 
in September, October 

Each week, Wayne 
County Treasurer Raymond 
J. Wojtowicz will be using 
this column as a regular 
forum to inform you about 
the tax process and to 
answer the questions most 
frequently asked about 
property taxes. 

Always remember that 
your property is your most 
precious asset. Do not risk 
losing it for nonpayment of 
property taxes. If in doubt, 
ask questions. 

0: When are p r o p e r t y auctions 
held? 

A: September and October 
of the year foreclosed. 
Properties are offered for a 
minimum bid that consists 
of all delinquent taxes, 
penalties and interest. 
Properties not sold at the 
September auction are 
then offered at our October 

Ask the 
Treasurer 

Raymond 
Wojtowicz 

auction. 
Successful 
bidders will 
receive a 
Quit Claim 
deed to the 
property. 

Q:What if 
I simply do 
not have the 
ability to pay . 
my taxes? 

A: There 
maybe a 

couple of options you can use, 
either call your local Family 
Independence Agency for 
assistance: ¢313) 456-1000, or 
request a hardship application 
by calling: (313) 224-6105. 

if you have any questions or issues 
related to delinquent property 
taxes in Wayne County, please 
call our Taxpayer Assistance 
Department at 313-224-6105. 

Outsmarting the economy 
Growing physical therapy business has Plymouth roots 
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March 16-21 
jdent 
art 

March 23 
an Enrollment Begins 

•ilhi'jjlill ailfcj 
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Call to Schedule! 
Sign-up on the same 

day and receive 

$10 OFF Your 
Registration Fee! 
M u s i p r e s e n t this ad to 

r e d e e m offer. 

BY MATTJACHMAN 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

In nearly 20 years as a phys­
ical therapist, Jeffrey Sirabian 
has seen a lot of changes in 
the field — most notably in his 
own practice. 

From a small facility 
on Lilley Road, Sirabian's 
Plymouth Physical Therapy 
Specialists has grown to eight 
clinics in seven communi­
ties, and Sirabian is planning 
to open a ninth location, in 
Canton Township, this spring. 

The Novi resident has come 
a long way since 1994 when, 
not quite five years out of 
the University of Michigan's 
physical therapy program, 
he opened his practice. As 
the business marks its 15th 
anniversary, it employs 23 
therapists, provides teams at 
area high schools with athletic 
trainers, and serves as a train­
ing ground for college physical 
therapy students doing clinical 
rotations. The original clinic 
has been expanded to now 
encompass about 5,000 square 
feet. 

Sirabian said the work is 
more like a hobby than a job. 

"It's enthusiasm. Helping 
people and getting results, it's 
just a good feeling," Sirabian 
said in his office Tuesday. 

"You're always interact­
ing with people," said Shawn 
Grant of New Boston, a thera­
pist at Sirabian's Wixom clinic. 

The growth of Sirabian's 
business parallels changes in 
the field itself. Sirabian and 
Grant said physical therapy 
is constantly evolving as the 
understanding of anatomy 
improves, as diagnostic tools 
get better and as the value 
of therapy as an alternative 
to surgery, in many cases, 
becomes clearer. In addition, 
many major college physical 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Jeff Sirabian's Plymouth Physical Therapy Specialists has grown to eight 
clinics in seven communities, and Sirabian is planning to open a ninth 
location, in Canton Township, this spring. 

therapy programs, they said, 
have recently become doctoral 
programs. (Sirabian and Grant 
each have a master's degree, 
and say they keep up with 
physical therapy advances.) 

Most of Sirabian's thera­
pists specialize in orthopedic 
therapy, and most are certi­
fied by the American Physical 
Therapy Association, or are 
working toward that certifica­
tion. He called his therapists' 

knowledge base "the key to our 
success." 

Many of their patients are 
recovering from sports or work 
injuries or are rehabilitating a 
joint, such as a knee or a hip, 
that has been replaced. There 
is a geriatric therapist, who 
specializes in working with 
senior citizens, and an occupa­
tional therapist, with expertise 
in helping people with hand 
rehabilitation, Sirabian said. 

Grant and Sirabian said 
their approach is "evidence-
based," meaning each therapy 
plan is based on that patient's 
needs. "It's not a cookie-cutter 
approach," Sirabian said. 

For both men, a football 
injury suffered in the ninth 
grade, and the rehabilitation 
required to recover, sparked 
their interest in physical 
therapy. Sirabian (broken arm) 
was attending Reuther Junior 
High (now a middle school) in 
Rochester Hills, while Grant 
(broken leg) was at Allen Park 
High School. 

"I went through rehab and 
it was like, Yeah, this is it,'" „ 
Grant said. 

Both said many physical 
therapists have a sports back­
ground; Sirabian recently hired 
a former patient, who had been 
a soccer player at Plymouth 
Salem High School, as a thera­
pist in his Northville office. 

Both said their profession is 
rewarding; even patients with 
little motivation, Grant said, 
while they can be discouraging 
for a therapist, can also come 
away from rehab with more 
interest in and a better under­
standing of what they need to 
do to keep themselves healthy. 

"At the end of the day, you're 
coming here to make a dif­
ference in your life," Sirabian 
said. 

Sirabian said he picked the 
Plymouth area as the site for 
his first clinic because of his 
love for the community. He 
had worked for a local clinic 
beginning in 1990, and still 
works out of his original clinic, 
seeing patients as well as man­
aging the business. 

"It's a great community," he 
said. "It's a fun community." 

Visit the Web site www.piymouthpts. 
com for more information about 
Plymouth Physical Therapy Specialists. 
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ents Welcome! 

G e r o u 
C h i r o p r a c t i c C e n t e r 

Chiropractic Spinal Adjustments 
Spinal Disc Therapy 
State of the Art Digital X-ray 
Computerized Surface EMG for 
Evaluating Nerve Function 
Computerized Nutritional Assessment 
Massage Therapy 
Rehabilitative Care 
Personal Training 

• Chiropractic Pillows 
• Bio-Freeze 
• Low back support belts 
• Nutritional Products 

Low Back Pain 
Disc Injuries 
Sciatica 
Headaches 
Neck Pain 
Shoulder/Arm Pain 
Sports Injuries 
Auto Accident Injuries 
Workers Compensation 
Injuries 
Family Wellness Care 
Pregnancy Care 

S.f75 O f f 
co-pays or deductibles 

For New Patients only. 
Offer good through 3-31-09. 

Thomas J. Gerou, DC 

7 2 7 7 N . Lilley Road • Canton, MI 4 8 1 8 7 
Fax: (734) 416-3976 Phone: (734) 981-6969 

www.gerou.com 
"I Participate in the Chamber Discount Program" 

Open 6 da) s with 


