
C A N T O N 
The Observers Eccentric 

Newspapers 

Volume 34 • 
Number 74 

75 CENTS 

What's 
hot for 
spring 

o n l i n e at h o m e t o w n l i f e x o m Pink, A9 

Connection 

Orchestra Canton will pres­
ent its second annual Fusion 
Festival, "From Canton to 
Canton —- The Music of China," 
March 28-29 at the Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill. The 
annual event featuring partner­
ships with different local ethnic 
groups is a cultural collaboration 
bringing together traditional 
music from the Far East with 

Western classical 
music. 

On March 
28, the main 
attraction will 
be erhu (Chinese 
violin) master 
George Gao, a 
former first prize 
winner in the 
Beijing National 

Erhu Competition. He has also 
toured the U.S., Canada, France, 
Germany, Denmark, Japan, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong and China, 
and been featured as a solo­
ist with the Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra, Bamberg Symphony 
Orchestra, Shanghai Symphony 
Orchestra, Hong Kong Chinese 
Orchestra and many others. 

Tickets for the Saturday con­
cert are $25 for adults, $20 for 
seniors and $10 for children and 
can be purchased in person at 
the Plymouth Symphony office 
by calling (734) 451-2112, online 
at www.orchestracanton.org, or 
at the Village Theater box office 
one hour before each perfor­
mance. 

In addition to the Saturday 
concert, Orchestra Canton will 
host two workshops Sunday, 
which will be open to the public 
and free of charge. Goa will teach 
an erhu workshop, demonstrating 
the various composition, playing 
and techniques, along with the 
Celebration Youth Orchestra at 
2 p.m. Sunday, March 29. Local 
residents will put on a Chinese 
dance workshop 4-6 p.m. 

The Polish National Alliance 
Centennial Dancers will be host­
ing their 29th annual Dance 
Extravaganza on March 21 at the 
Village Theater at Cherry Hill. 
Shows are at 1:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Ticket cost is $10. 

The PNA Centennial Dancers 
are children and young adults who 
have studied Polish dance and 
customs for up to 15 years. Also 
performing will be Radomianie 
Polish Folk Dance and Ensemble, 
which is a group of adults that 
continue to celebrate their Polish 
heritage through dance. 

Tickets are available at Simply 
Polish, 28841 Plymouth Road, 
Livonia or by calling (734) 266-
9995. For more information, 
e-mail Krsital Wioncek, director 
of PNA Centennial Dancers, at 
DrKristalgw@aol.com. 

Officials delay vote on water rate increase 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Canton residents received a two-
week reprieve from a proposed 20-
percent water and sewer rate hike 
when Supervisor Phil LaJoy pulled 
the item from Tuesday's regular 
meeting agenda. 

Instead, trustees will hold a 
study session at 7 p-m. Tuesday at 
Township Hall to learn more about 
the water and sewer system in 
Canton and how much it will cost 
to maintain it. The earliest trustees 
could vote on a rate hike would be 
the March 24 meeting. 

"We plan on reviewing it again, go 
over all the information so we make 
sure we make the right decision, the 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
We'd like to know what you think 

about Canton's proposal to raise 
water/sewer rates by 20 percent for the 
second consecutive year. Send us your 
opinion by e-mailing Editor Kurt Kuban 
at kkuban@hometownlife.com or post 
a comment on our Web site at www. 
hometownlife.com. 

best decision, for all the people of 
Canton Township," LaJoy said to a 
handful of residents who showed up 
at the meeting to discuss the pro­
posed 20-percent increase. 

Part of the reason for more discus­
sion is to give the newly elected mem­
bers of the board — John Anthony, 

Syed Taj and Pat Williams — more 
information about the water and sewer 
plans in Canton, the costs to maintain 
the system as well as time to digest it all 
before deciding a rate increase. 

"What we need to do is com­
pletely understand all our options," 
Williams said. "We want to better 
understand to make sure we are pos­
itively making the right decision. 

"We're" not confident it's the right 
thing to do right now," he added. 
"What other options do we have?" 

Canton resident Jay Laney said he 
could accept an increase, but not 20 
percent. 

"This is the second year in a row that 
it's 20 percent, and I just don't see how 
you can justify it year-in and year-out," 
said Laney, 39. "This isn't the time to 

want to fill a bucket of money." 
Township Clerk Terry Bennett said 

she's still not certain if she'll vote for 
the 20-perceht increase or consider a 
lower rate. 

"We have an obligation to go back 
and confirm that the numbers that • 
are projected are correct," Bennett 
said. "Nearly 80 percent of our costs 
are set by somebody else, so we really 
only have influence on 20 percent of 
the total bill. 

"I'm not comfortable leaving the 
community in a position where we 
jeopardize our water system because 
we can't pay for repairs," she added. 
"Is that 20 percent? Maybe 'yes' 
assuming our figures are right." 

tbruscatoifiometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637 

The 'revue' is in 
Park Players take the stage in spring musical 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Melissa Bowling, a 17-year-old 
senior at Salem High School, 
has done some acting — she was 
in Annie Jr. as a sixth-grader 
and appeared in Apple Tree and 
The Crucible for Second Stage at 
Canton High School — but she'd 
never landed a leading role. 

So when director Kristen 
Quesada posted the lineup for : 

the Park Players' production 
of Smokey Joe's Cafe, Bowling 
didn't get all that excited. 

Until she saw the list. 
Bowling, the daughter of 

Sharon and Keith Bowling of 
Plymouth Township, landed one 
of the featured vocal roles in the 
production, which opens tonight 
(Thursday) and runs this week­
end and next at the Gloria Logan 
Auditorium for the Performing 
Arts in Salem High School. 

"I was ecstatic," said Bowling, 
who also appeared in last year's 
production of Jekyl and Hyde. "I 
thought, Wow.' I didn't expect 
to get a lead, because I hadn't 
gotten a lead before, and there 
were so many good people audi­
tioning. I was pretty excited." 

SMOKEY JOE'S CAFE 
• What: Park Players' production 
of Smokey Joe's Cafe 
• When: March 12-14 and March 
20-21; all performances 8 p.m. 
• Where: Gloria Logan 
Auditorium, Salem High School 
• How much: Tickets are $12, 
reserved seating 
• Details: For more information, 

, visttwww.parkplayers.org 

Bowling is among the 53-
member cast of the spring pro­
duction, which also features 15 
crew members and 11 musicians 
in The Pit. It's a musical revue, 
totally dependent on song and 
dance to get its message across. 

Smokey Joe's Cafe is set in the 
1950s and'1960s and features , 
songs written by Jerry Leiber 
and Mike Stoller, who wrote 
for musicians of the time such 
as Peggy Lee, the Drifters and 
the Coasters. Smokey Joe's Cafe 
opened on Broadway in 1995 
and has been nominated for 
seven Tony Awards. 

Please see PLAYERS, A7 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

'Love Me/Don't/ sung by Mia Topalian and Frankie DiNicola, is one of the songs featured in 'Smokey 
Joe's Cafe,' being produced by the Park Players the next two weekends. 

The Park Players present 'Smokey Joe's Cafe/ which opens Thursday, March 12 
at Salem High School's Gloria Logan Auditorium. 
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The Swedish express 
IKEA Canton, the giant Swedish furniture 

retailer, unveiled its new 'Destination 
Shuttle'; earlier this week that will 

transport people at no cost between 
Campus Martius Park in downtown 

Detroit and IKEA, located at 41640 Ford 
Road. Beginning today, and then for four 

consecutive days each month during 
special IKEA or Detroit event weekends, 

two 40-seat buses will make the round trip 
between the park and the store every hour 

from 9 a.m.-10 p.m. The buses will pick 
up and drop passengers off at the Hard 

Rock Cafe adjacent to the Park, 45 Monroe 
Street, and also at IKEA. "A destination 

shuttle between Campus Martius Park 
and our IKEA location in Canton not only 

provides downtown and metro Detroiters 
with a free mass transit option that 

affords them hours of entertainment, but 
it also aligns with IKEA's commitment to 
people and the environment," said IKEA 

Canton Store Manager Kelly Frieze. To 
view the shuttle schedule visit www ikea-

cmpshLittle com 
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Mom to mom sale 
The Canton Newcomers will 

hold a mom to mom sale from 
8:30 a.m.-l p.m., Saturday, 
March 28, at Summit on the 
Park. The sale will feature 
furniture, baby equipment, 
children's clothes, books, toys, 
maternity clothes, games and 
videos. 

Admission is $1, and 100 
percent of proceeds will ben­
efit seniors served by the Area 
Agency on Aging 1-C, located 
at 3850 Second Street, Suite 
#201, Wayne (www.aaalc.org). 

For additional information 
about the sale and the Canton 
Newcomers, contact Jennifer 
Manriquez at (734) 844-7675, 
or visit their Web site at www. 
cantonnewcomers.org. 

Datsyuk jersey contest 
Detroit Red Wing Pavel 

Datsyuk, is on fire again this 
season. On February 25th he 
scored his 500th career goal, 
all of which have been with the 
Detroit Red Wings. To honor 
this great achievement the 10 
metro Detroit Play It Again 
Sports stores, including in 
Canton, are holding a contest, 
where one lucky customer will 
win a autographed and framed 
Datsyuk jersey. The contest 
runs through Sunday, March 
15, coinciding with the annual 
Play It Again Sports Spring 
Preseason Sale. 

For more information about 
Play It Again Sports and to 
find a location near you, visit 
them on the Web at www.play-
itagainsports.com. 

Preschool open house 
Plymouth Children's 

Nursery, 5825 N. Sheldon 
Road, will host a co-op pre­
school open house on Mar. 21 
from 10 a.m.-noon. The pre­
school offers classes for ages 2 
1/2 to 5. They now offer a 4 day 
per week class for young 5's. 
The school's teachers instruct 
each child through academic, 
social, and emotional learning 
by using a play-based philoso­
phy. For more information, 
contact Sue Fairchild at (734) 
844-0395. 

Plymouth football golf outing 
The Plymouth Wildcats 

Football Booster Club will 
be holding its eight annual 
Wildcats Football Golf 
Outing on Saturday, May 30, 
at Fellows Creek Golf and 

Banquet Center in Canton. 
The outing will be a best ball 
scramble with a shot gun start 
at 1 p.m. Players are needed 
as well as hole sponsors and 
donated items for a silent auc­
tion at the end of the outing. 

Registration is $100 per 
golfer. You can register by call­
ing Bill Ballelli at (734) 416-
9603 or Mike Walsh at (734) 
453-6796. For more details, 
or to become a hole sponsor 
or auction item donor, go to 
the Wildcats Web site at www. 
football.plymouthwildcats. 
com. 

Slavens coffee hour 
State Rep. Dian Slavens (D-

Canton) is inviting residents 
to join her at a coffee hour to 
share their ideas and concerns. 
The coffee hour will take place 
11 a.m.-noon, Monday, March 
16 in Belleville at Doyce's Red 
Beans and Rice, 524 Main 
Street. 

"Talking with our resi­
dents about issues that are 
important to them and their 
families will help me to bet­
ter represent our community 
at the Capitol," Slavens said. 
"I'm eager to sit down'with the 
residents that I represent in 
the Michigan House and listen 
to their ideas and concerns. I 
know that Michigan is facing 
tough challenges right now, 
and I am fighting every day to 
create more good-paying jobs 
for our workers and get our 
economy back on track." 

Slavens is also planning 
upcoming coffee hours on 
Monday, March 23, from 9 
a.m. to 10 a.m. at the Canton 
Big Boy, 45250 Ford Road, 
and on Monday, March 
30, from 11 a.m. to noon in 
Belleville at Doyce's Red Beans 
and Rice. 

Slavens holds regular cof­
fee hours throughout Canton, 
Belleville and Van Buren 
Township. If your business is 
interested in hosting a cof­
fee hour, please call (888) 
347-8021 or send an e-mail to 
DianSlavens @house.mi .gov. 

Bowling fund-raiser 
Super Bowl lanes in Canton 

will be the site of a fund­
raiser Saturday to benefit the 
Penrickton Center for Blind 
Children, a nonprofit resi­
dential and day care agency 
in Taylor serving blind and 
multi-disabled children 
between the ages of 1-12. The 
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Community service is his middle name 
The Canton Rotary Club presented Canton's Bob Boyer (far left) with its 
second annual Sharing in the Community Award on Monday at Carrabba's in 
Canton. Boyer, who owns Boyer's Meat Processing, has been active in the 
community for many years, including with the Lions Club, Canton Chamber 
of Commerce, and Canton Community Foundation. He has given generously 
to many causes, including moving and restoring the historic Cady Barn to 
township-owned property in Cherry Hill Village. Presenting the award to 
Boyer are Canton Rotary President Ken Beards ley, Rotary District Governor 
Bruce Goldsen, and last year's recipient Karyl Niemi. "He's done a heck of 
a lot for this community over the y e a r s , " said Rotary member Bill Tesen. 
Boyer said he was "more than overwhelmed" by the recognition. 

event is being sponsored by 
Keller Williams Plymouth and 
Livonia offices. 

The fund-raiser, which costs 
$15 for adults and $8 for chil­
dren 12 and under, includes two 
games of bowling, two slices of 
pizza and one pop per person. 
Check-in is at 2 p.m. and bowl­
ing commences at 3 p.m. 

To RSVP, e-mail GLibby@ 
LibbysLand.com or call (734) 
459-4700. 

Mom-2-Mom sale 
St. Thomas a' Becket 

Church, 555 S. Lilley Road in 
Canton, will host its annual 
Mom-2-Mom sale from 9 
a.m.-noon, Saturday, March 
28. There will be more than 70 
tables and 30 racks, as well as 
a large item room. Admission 
is $1. For more information, 
call (734) 981-1333. 

Young Marines fund-raiser 
Canton Young Marines, 

a national non-profit youth 
service organization, will 
host its All You Can Eat 
Pancake Breakfast from 9-
noon, Sunday, March 15 at the 
Wayne AmVets Post 171,1217 
S. Merriman Road, Westland. 

Menu will include pancakes, 
bacon, sausage, assorted fruit, 

juice, coffee and milk for 
$7.50 per person. Call ahead 
carry-outs available at (734) 
729-8930 and donations are 
gladly accepted. For more 
information, please call Sheryl 
Lamarand at (734) 737-9748 
and leave a message. 

Arts and crafts show 
The 5th Annual Plymouth-

Canton Marching Band Spring 
Arts & Crafts Ensemble, which 
is a juried art and craft exhibi­
tion hosted by the Plymouth-
Canton Music Boosters, will 
take place from 9.a.m.-4 p.m., 
March 14 at Plymouth High 
School. Exhibitors include 
makers of handcrafted jewelry, 
holiday gifts, floral arrange­
ments, purses, wood crafts, 
glass works, clothing & linens, 
paintings, painted glass orna­
ments, and more. In addi­
tion to the 100-plus exhibits, 
there will be food, baked 
goods, a raffle, and entertain­
ment by local musicians and 
artists throughout the day. 
Admittance is $2. 

All proceeds go towards the 
band and color guard pro­
grams at the Plymouth Canton 
Educational Park. This year 
in particular, the boosters are 
working to raise enough funds 

Please contact David Jacobson at 
734354.0500, Ext. 2 

insurancedesigner@sbcgiobal.net 
o r v i s i t o u r w e b s i t e at 
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Turn y o u r gi 
into u r o e n b a c k s 

Ihe Area's Most Trusted Custom Jewehw 

620 S t a r k w e a t h e r • Old Village • Plymouth 
734-453-1860 

www.plymouthjewelry.com 

to replace the aging semi­
trailer used by the Plymouth-
Canton Marching Band to 
transport all the large band 
instruments to many competi­
tions and events. The trailer 
has been repaired numerous 
times and must be replaced for 
future band seasons. 

For more information visit 
www.pcmb.net/artcraft. 

Salvation Army sales 
The Salvation Army is spon­

soring two major shopping 
events at the same time: its 
Mom2Mom and Rummage 
Sale at its church location at 
9451S. Main, just south of 
Ann Arbor Road, on Saturday, 
April 25, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Tables are available for rent 
for our Mom2Mom Sale which 
will feature gently used kids . 
clothing and baby items. You 
can download an application 
at www.misalplymouth.org 
or call Cassie in our office at 
(734) 453-5464. 

The Rummage Sale will 
feature great bargains on gen­
tly used clothing, household 
goods, books, kitchen gear and 
small appliances. We will also 
be accepting donations for our 
rummage sale at the church 
beginning Monday, April 14 
between the hours of 9-11 a.m. 
and 1:30-4 p.m. 

Admission is just a $1 
donation but you can visit 
our Web site for a coupon for 
free admission. Great coffee 
and baked goods will also 
be available. All proceeds 
from this day of shopping 
will benefit The Salvation 
Army-Plymouth's Tiny Tots 
Preschool Program and our 
Women's Ministries program. 

Please visit the Web site at 
www.misalplymouth.org or 
call us at (734) 453-5464 for 
more information. 

Canton Follies 
Destination Theatre, in 

cooperation with Canton 
Township, will present the 
third annual Canton Follies 
March 12-14 at the Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill. This 
year's all new show will be a 
musical review of one hit won­
ders of the 50s through 80s. 
The Canton Follies is a yearly 
tradition that brings together 
local singers and dancers from 
the Canton area. Produced by 
Pam Rossi, music direction by 
Kylee Phillips and choreogra-
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FREE ESTIMATES 
(734)525-1930 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
8919 MiDDLEBElT* LIVONIA 

wvw.unitebtemperettureservices.coni 

phy by Craig Nichols. 
Tickets are $15 for general 

admission, and maybe pur­
chased at DestinationTheater. 
org. Tickets are also avail­
able at Canton's Summit on 
the Park box office, 460OO 
Summit Parkway, (734) 394-
5460. 

Charity bowl-a-thon 
Seedlings' 22nd Annual 

Bowl-A-Thon for Braille Books 
will take place Sunday, March 
22, at the Super Bowl Lanes 
in Canton. This event will 
help put braille books into the 
hands of blind children. There 
will be many great raffle 
prizes and the bowlers who 
raise the most pledges will 
be eligible for top prize pack­
ages. The 2009 goal is to buy 
25,000 braille books. 

Register or pledge a bowler 
online or download a brochure 
at www.seedlings.org under 
the "special events" section. 
Bowlers will receive three 
games, lunch, a goody bag, and 
a free ticket for a chance raffle 
drawing. Tax-deductible door 
prize and lane or T-shirt spon­
sorships are still available to 
local businesses. Register now 
and reserve a spot at the event. 
The registration deadline is 
March 7, and the minimum 
donation per bowler is $50. 

Seedlings Braille Books for 
Children is a non-profit orga­
nization in Livonia dedicated 
to increasing the opportunity 
for braille literacy by providing 
high quality, low-cost braille 
books for blind children. Every 
$10 earned at this bowl-a-thon 
will create one more book. 
Last year, bowlers raised more 
than $23,000 to provide blind 
children access to popular chil­
dren's books in braille and to 
bring them the materials they 
need to "read and succeed." 

For more information, visit 
www. seedlings.org. 

Canton Toastmasters 
The Canton Communicators 

Toastmasters Club, a non­
profit group where members 
learn both communication and 
leadership skills, meets every 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Canton Coney Island at 8533 
Lilley Road, just south of Joy 
Road, in the Golden Gate Plaza. 
Visitors are always welcome. For 
more information, please contact 
Bonnie at (734) 646-2237-

American Legion meets 
The Plymouth American 

Legion Passage-Gayde Post 
#391 conducts its monthly 
meeting the second Thursday 
of every month at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Plymouth Knights of 
Columbus Hall on Mill (next 
to the railroad tracks) in 
Plymouth Township. 

All interested military 
veterans should contact 
Commander Mike CMalley, 
(734) 459-7890, for more 
information. 
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Smaller crowds found good deals ( " W A N T 
at Home Improvement Expo 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Be it the economic condi­
tions or just the fact it rained 
much of the weekend, the 
crowds at the Canton Home 
Improvement Expo held at 
the Summit were admittedly 
down. 

However, for most vendors 
it's a numbers game to gain 
appointments that lead to 
sales. 

"It's a lot slower than it was 
last year, but we set up 13 
appointments today (Saturday) 
so it was worth our time," 
said Kelly Sanders of Midwest 
Construction in Plymouth. 
"People are being very frugal 
with their money. Instead of 
replacing a roof they may just 
have repairs done, or instead 
of completely doing a room 
they may justdo a portion of 
it. It seemsmore people are 
deciding to stay in their homes 
and make them more comfort­
able, so hopefully that trickles 
down to us." 

Gary McKeever of Ann 
Arbor was looking to add a 
sun room or deck to his home. 

"There's not a better time to 

Tom Adamusik of Regal Construction talks with Tim and Elaine Schoening, 
of Canton, at the Canton Home Improvement Expo over the weekend, in the 
background, Bob Clark of Four Seasons Sunrooms of Ann Arbor. 

buy, everything is on sale," said 
McKeever. "Contractors need 
work and they're competing 
against each other.". 

Killer Decks representa­
tives said it was slow for them, 
though Jack Collins agreed 
with Sanders that people who 
are staying in their homes are 
choosing to make them more 
comfortable. 

It was Rick Kiekens fourth 

Home Expo displaying his 
retractable shade systems. 

"We had good response this 
year," said Kiekens of Sun and 
Shade Systems in Canton. 
"We've gotten 12 people 
signed up today (Saturday) 
for appointments, that's more 
than we've gotten any other 
year. We always sell two sys­
tems out of this show, which 
more than pays for us being 

Livonia Public Schools 
Open Renowned Academically Talented Program 

to Out-of-District Students 
Twenty seats are open to students across 

grades 1 through 5 in fall 2009. 
Limited Registration window: April 6-20 

Livonia Public Schools is opening its Alternative Classrooms for the Academically Talented (ACAT) 
program to Limited Schools of Choice for the 2009-10 school year. 

This program is geared toward academically talented students 
looking for a specialized learning experience, 

Registration will be open from April 6-20 at the Department of Elementary and Special Program, 
15125 Farmington Road, Livonia 48154 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

All candidates M U S T meet the A C A T selection testing criteria. 
For complete information on the application process, visit www.Hvonia.kl2.mi.us or 

contact Charlotte Worthen, Director of Elementary & Special Programs at 734-744-2589. 

here." 
Canton officials charge $150 

for display booths, making it 
easier for vendors to recover 
their expenses. 

"We had to forego the Novi 
show because the cost went 
up," said Kiekens. "We'd have 
to sell three or four systems 
just to pay for it. Here, one sys­
tem easily pays our expenses 
for the show." 

Chester Daris, Jr. of Oak 
Park just may be able to 
afford the new roof he needs, 
and maybe even a new fur­
nace. 

"I think prices have dropped 
down because they're slow," 
said Daris. "If you have people 
working for you there needs to 
be some work to keep them in 
theirjobs." 

ibruscatodJhometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637 

HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING 

A select number of homeowners in 
Wayne C o u n t y and the surrounding areas 

will be given the opportunity to have a lifetime 
Erie Metal Roof ing S y s t e m . 

If y o u r h o m e qualifies to install the look of o u r 
NEW Metal Shingle Roof, w e will definitely 

m a k e it worth your w h i l e . 

W e will offer y o u f a b u l o u s pricing a n d a c c e s s to o u r 
s p e c i a l low interest u n s e c u r e d b a n k f i n a n c i n g . 

A n Erie Metal Roofing System will p r o v i d e y o u r h o m e 
with u n s u r p a s s e d "Beauty and tast ing Protection"! 

Don't m i s s this opportunity to save ! 
CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOUR HOME QUALIFIES! 

1-800-952-3743 
email: roofing@eriemetalroofs.com 

www.ErieMetalRoofs.com „ c n „ 
C o p y r i g h t © 2 0 0 7 E r r e M e t a l R o o f i n g 

Get on the ball. 
Read today's 

m 

Saturday, March 14 
Exhibit Gallery (entrance D, 2nd floor) 

10:30 a.m. Registration 

11 -11:30 a.m. Academic Program Presentations 

11:30a.m.-1 p.m. Meet and ask questions of faculty. 

Tour Campus, App ly to Graduate 

School (application fee waived) 

Programs in business, hospice, nursing, teaching, cr iminal justice, 
English, health services, psychology, pastoral ministry and history 

RSVP to 734-432-5667 * www.madonn3.edu 

j 1 

•3 mmwm mm:. 2 0¾¾""¾ 
* 1 r̂ 83 I 

BBi 

c 

5 0 0 V E H I C L E S 
S T A R T I N G A T 

AND THEIR TITLES HAVE BEEN CLEARED FOB 
MOST VEHICLES ARE STILL ONBEB FACTORY 

500 VEHICLES HAVE BEEN INSPECTED 
TRANSFER TO PROSPECTIVE NEW 
WARRANTY. 

EVENT INFORMATION 
FOR SIX DAYS ONLY AT WALT HIICHAL'S RV CENTER. TAKE PART IN THE ONLY PUBLIC 
OPPORTUNITY TO PORCHASE A LENDER-CLEARANCE VEHICLE LIKE A DEALER BEFORE 
THEY ARE SENT TO THE AUCTION FOR DISPOSAL. 

PAY AS LOW AS SO" DOWN $ 0 9 PER MONTH.' PLUS, MAKE NO PAYMENTS UNTIL JULY 
FIRST SERVED. ALL VEHICLES HAVE BEEN ASSICNED A PRE-

AMOUNT. HOWEVER, OFFERS BELOW THE RESERVE AMOUNT WILL 
APPROVAL. DUE TO THE LENDERS STRICT ROLES FOR THIS EVENT. 

SOLD TO THE FIRST BUYER WHOSE PURCHASE OFFER IS ACCEPTED. 
BE CONSIDERED 
VEHICLES WILL I 

DURING THE LENDERS PRE-AUCTION EVENT - LENDERS HAVE AGREED TO OFFER 
SPECIAL FINANCIN6 TO SELL-OFF THEIR CLEARANCE VEHICLES BEFORE THEY ARE SENT 
TO THE AUCTION FOR DISPOSAL. REGARDLESS OF YOUR CREDIT, DURING THIS EVENT 
YOUR CREDIT APPLICATION WILL RE ACGEPTED. 

IP' r 5 3 

M o n d a y 
[ On hwi Service Dr. 

03111-80!» 
\ k'MTussffair M a r c h 17 9am~8pm 

WetStmstiay M a r c h 18 9afit-8pm 
Ttmrstiaj/ M a r e l i 13 S a m - S p m 
Fr iday M a r c f i 2 0 Sam-Sam 
S a t u r d a y M a r c h 21 Sam-8nm 

? - m 3fij .¾¾ ci . 
•ŝ ea&s '&j(m.% am&^c 

http://www.Hvonia.kl2.mi.us
http://ibruscatodJhometownlife.com
mailto:roofing@eriemetalroofs.com
http://www.ErieMetalRoofs.com
http://www.madonn3.edu
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Buckle up 
Police to set up safety belt enforcement zones 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 
reports 93.7 percent of 
Michigan residents used their 
seat belts in 2007- And while . 
only four other states had 
higher compliance rates, that 
was down from 94.3 percent 
in 2006. 

Beginning Saturday and 
continuing through March 
21, Canton police will be 
conducting several seat belt 
enforcement zones designed to 
improve compliance. Paid for 
by a federal grant, extra patrol 
officers will be on duty to spe­
cifically enforce seat belt use 
by drivers and passengers. 

Canton Police Lt. Scott 
Hilden said the objective of the 
special enforcement zones is to 
increase awareness of — and 
compliance with — Michigan's 
safety belt and child passenger 
safety laws. 

"We want to maintain that 
high level of compliance, but 
there are still a lot of people 

J I L L BRESLER|STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Canton Police Lt. Scott HHden 
said the objective of the special 
enforcement zones is to increase 
awareness of - and compliance with 
- Michigan's safety belt and child 
passenger safety laws. 

who don't use their seat belts," 
said Hilden. "It's the single 
most important thing you can 
do if you get in a traffic acci­

dent. I've been to a thousand 
motor vehicle accidents in my 
(17-year) career and the chanc­
es of you surviving is much 
greater with a seat belt than 
without one." 

Michigan's safety belt law 
allows police officers to stop a 
motorist solely for not wearing 
a seat belt in the front seat of 
a vehicle. Police officers can 
also stop a motorist if a child 
age 4 through 15 years old isn't 
properly restrained, no mat­
ter where they are riding in a 
vehicle. The law also requires 
all children under the age of 8, 
or shorter than 4-feet, 9-inch-
es to be properly restrained in 
an approved child safety seat. 

"We really get upset when 
young children aren't properly 
belted," Hilden said. "When an 
adult is making that decision 
for them and not watching out 
for their safety it's upsetting 
to know they don't have the 
responsibility to protect their 
children." 

Hilden said last year Canton 
police issued 84 seat belt tick­
ets during grant-funded traffic 

details. A violation of the seat 
belt law will cost you $65. 

Canton Police will also have 
two officers working a special 
alcohol enforcement detail on 
March 17, St. Patrick's Day. 

"Historically, St. Patrick's 
Day is the biggest day for a lot 
of bars and businesses to sell 
alcohol," said Hilden. "They 
start drinking very early, and 
as the day goes on there are 
a lot of drunk drivers on the 
road. So, we want some extra 
patrols out there with their 
main function that day to 
patrol for drunk drivers." 

Hilden said Canton police 
arrested 14 motorists last year 
for operating while intoxicated 
(OWI), with three of those on 
St. Patrick's Day during the 
federally funded details. 

When a motorist is stopped 
for suspicion of drunk driving, 
Hilden said officers typically 
know what to expect. 

"The common answer when 
asked how much they had to 
drink is 'I only had two beers.'" 

tbrusc3to@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-2637 
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Police post warning about rash of thefts from unlocked cars 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Canton police are reporting an increase 
in the number of thefts from unlocked 
vehicles parked outside overnight. 

"It's not a rash, but a steady flow every 
day," said Sgt. Mark Gajeski. "The vehicles 
are being left unlocked and someone is 
going through them." 

Gajeski said thieves are taking whatever 
is available, including loose change and 
sunglasses. In one case, a car was locked 
but someone broke a window to steal a 
laptop computer inside the car. 

Gajeski did not identify any particular 
area where the thefts were taking place, 
but the department did send out an alert 
to residents through its Silent Alert sys­
tem. 

Police suggest locking cars at night and 
setting the alarm, if there is one; remove 
anything of value each night and contact­
ing police with suspicious activity in the 
neighborhood. 

"Don't leave anything in the car that you 
wouldn't want to give away," said Gajeski. 
"If you want it, take it out of the car." 

tbruscato@tiometownlife.com I (313) 222-2637 

CANTON COP CALLS 
Steal stolen from Yazaki 
4 A Canton police officer stopped a pickup truck leaving Yazaki 
1 Corp., 6300 N. Haggerty Road, on a Saturday morning to 
check the safety of a load of steel bars. The driver from Wayne 
said he was taking the "free steel" to a scrap yard. The man 
was arrested on a charge of larceny. It was also discovered he 
was wanted on two warrants in Westland and one in Macomb 
County. 

Price sticker switch 

2 Store employees at Wal-Mart on Ford Road watched as a 
woman took the $54.88 sticker off an AM/FM transmitter 

and replaced it with a sticker from a pair of headphones that cost 
$24.88. After she checked out and left the store, the woman was 
stopped by security who called Canton police. The woman has 
been charged with retail fraud. 

Summit locker room theft 

3A man reported $40-$50 was stolen from his wallet in the 
men's locker room at Summit on the Park. The victim said . 

he left the wallet in an unlocked locker and when he returned ' 
from his workout discovered it missing. He found the wallet in a 
nearby locker with all the contents except the cash. \ 

Teen steals CDs j 

4A 16-year-old Canton teen was charged with retail fraud for 
reportedly taking CDs out of the cases and concealing them in 

his pants while at Meijer on March 4. ,« 

will be at 
1-

R I F T I N G 
Platinum, Gold & Silver 

in any condition 

L i q u i d a t i o n 
S a l e CANTON ONLY 

D A Y 

r l 

Unlock Hidden Treasures 
for Big Cash ( F A S T ' , 

HIGHEST PRICE PA© 

i t I 

7 3 4 - 6 0 4 - C A S H 
Our professionals use the latest high tech testing 

Store Closin 
"We lost our lease after 15 years!" 

Serta Perfect 
Sleepers 

R e g $1199 

Complete 
Futon 

Reg $699 
Now$m 

Over 25 complete futons. 

n A/l 
Betfframes 

lOutofliox!, 

$]4 to 
$29 

If you have been putting off buying a quality Serta Sleep set 
don't wait another day. First come first served. You will new 

get an opportunity like this again DON'T MISS ITU! 
All Headboards 75% off 

Floor Sample Bunk Beds, Paybeds $199 to $349 (Bring your tools!) 
Bring your truck. It all has to be gone by Sunday Night, 

(Delivery available. Min $30.00) 
42489 Ford Road in Canton 

Lilley & Ford Road 
(Behind the New Potbelly Restaurant) 

s a l e s telephone 734-844-0400 
Sale Hours: Hon - Sal 10 am - 8 pm, Sun 12 noon • 8 urn 

Approved Check*Cash*Visa*lHasterCarif 
Most items below wholesale! 

Sale Extended to March I5th-8pm 

http://hometownlife.com
mailto:tbrusc3to@hometownlife.com
mailto:tbruscato@tiometownlife.com
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Oakwood adds new physicians 
Oakwood Healthcare System (OHS) has 
added four physicians to its Canton 
healthcare center, located at 7300 N. 

Canton'Center Road. They are Shari Maxwell, 
MD, Anaca Froman, MD, Valerie Willis, MD and 
Jeffery Kane, MD. 
Maxwell, of Flint, received her medical degree 
from Wayne State University (WSU) and com­
pleted her residency at Henry Ford Hospital 
Department of Obstetrics/Gynecology. 
Froman, of Northville, received her medical 
degree from WSU where she given clinical 
honors in internal medicine, family medicine 
and pediatrics. She will be joining the internal 
medicine division of OHC - Canton. 
Willis, of Southgate, completed her internal 
medicine residency at Oakwood Hospital & 
Medical Center in Dearborn. A graduate of WSU 
School of Medicine, she will be joining the staff 
at OHC-Canton. 
Dr. Kane, of St. Clair Shores, was chief resident 
of the department of internal medicine at 
OHMC and was an Internal Medicine Intern of 
the Year recipient. 
To make an appointment at Oakwood, visit 
www.oakwood.org or cali (734) 454-8001. 

Scrapbooking workshop 
Are you looking for time to work on your 

BUSINESS MILESTONES 1 
: scrapbook albums or crafting projects? 

Chrissy Detary of Creative Memories 
" " will host a 12 hour scrapbooking work­
shop for fresh ideas, new techniques and tools 
available to use. The workshop will take place 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Saturday, March 21, at 
Extended Stay America, 2000 Haggerty Road. 
Cost of the workshop is $30 per person with 
lunch and dinner included, There are six hour 
options available for $15 per person with one 
meal. 
For more information, contact Chrissy Detary 
at (734) 546-5246 or cldetary@hotmail.com. 
Must be registered to attend 

Free music lessons 
Axis Music Academy in Canton (42114 
Ford Road) and Metro Detroit Guitar 

Centers are offering free music lessons to new 
students. This partnership, which includes 
Guitar Centers in Southfieid, Allen Park, 
Roseville and Canton, provides free music les­
sons to any new students purchasing music 
equipment. Axis Music Academy teaches stu­
dents of ali levels more than 10 instruments 
with a primary focus on modern guitar, bass, 
piano, drums, and voice, and a secondary tier 
of western orchestra! and classical instru­
ments. For more information, call Axis at (734) 
844-0100 or visit www.axismusic.com. 

Harmony and Me classes 
Harmony And Me is hosting free Music 
Together classes for children ages up to 
five and the adults and care-givers who 
love them. The 45 minute mixed-age classes 
feature singing, dancing,'and rhythm instru­
ment playing in a family-style class. Free 
classes will be held on Tuesday, March 17 at 
10 a.m. at the Plymouth Play Cafe, Wednesday 
March 18th at 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m., and 
Thursday March 19 at 9:45 a.m. and 10:45 
a.m. in Canton. Reservations are required 
by calling (248) 489-9330 or on-line at www. 
HarmonyAndMeKids.com. 

Retirement advice 
DFCU Financial, Michigan's largest credit union, 
will present the free seminar "Where Do We Go 
From Here - Addressing Retirement in Today's 
Market Realities" at 6:15 p.m., Wednesday, 
March 18, at the Hyatt Regency hotel in 
Dearborn. The goal of the seminar is to help 
people in the community address the critical 
issues of retirement. 
The featured speaker will be Steve Vaughn, 
director of the Jackson Seminar Systems Unit. 
Reservations are required by calling (313) 322-
8394 or outside the local area (888) 336-2700, 
Ext. 8394, or you can send an e-mail to marc. 
buchanan@dfcufinancial.com. 
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IT'S YOUR BUSINESS Q&A BUSINESS NEWSMAKERS SEND IT 
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Jeff Nielson and Megan Branham of the T-Mobile store on Michigan Avenue in Canton. 

Wireless provider emphasizes 
exemplary customer service 
Observer: Tell us about your 
business, including the types of 
services and/or products you 
feature. 

Jeff Nielson: T-Mobile is 
a wireless provider with top 
of the line handsets includ­
ing the GI, Blackberry 8900, 
and Samsung Behold. Best 
prices out of major wireless 
carriers without cutting ser­
vices. 
Observer: What makes your 
business unique? 

Jeff Nielson: My team 
makes us unique. Five of the 
six employees are new to the 
company so we bring experi­
ence from all areas of custom­
er service. 
Observer: How did you .decide to 

Chamber auction 
The Canton Chamber of 

Commerce will hold it's annual 
dinner auction on Friday, April 
3, at Burton Manor in Livonia. 
The annual event is the larg­
est fund-raiser for the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce. 

"This is always such a fun 
event. We have a silent, live, 
and raffle auction items, 
entertainment and lots of 
activities planned through­
out the evening" said Dianne 
Cojei, president of the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce. 
"MASH" is this year's theme, 
which offers a lot of possibili­
ties for all of our MASH Fans." 

Last year's event drew a 
crowd of more than 400 
attendees and featured more 
than 250 prizes from catego­
ries such as home-style, travel 
and entertainment, sports 
and leisure, electronics, and 
many more. This year's auction 
is expected to draw a similar 
crowd and has already col-

T-MOBILE 
A d d r e s s : 47188 Michigan Avenue, Canton, i 
Y o u r n a m e : Jeff Nielson, retail store manager 
Y o u r h o m e t o w n : P l y m o u t h 
B u s i n e s s o p e n e d w h e n ? : October 2008 
N u m b e r of e m p l o y e e s : 6 
Y o u r b u s i n e s s s p e c i a l t y : Pleasing customers 
H o u r s ; Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Sunday noon to 5 p.m. 
B u s i n e s s phone/Web s i t e : (734) 495-3137, www.T-Mobile.com 

l o c a t e in the Canton community? 
Jeff Nielson: T-Mobile 

picked site. I was recruited 
from a major home improve­
ment company to run this 
store. 
Observer: Do you have a funny 
t i d b i t or s t o r y to share with our 

| CHAMBER CHAT j 

lected many great prizes that 
will be up for bid. New this 
year is a one week stay in a 
luxury studio suite located in 
Cabo San Lucas or, a one week 
oceanfront condo in Myrtle 
Beach. 

Tickets are $75 per person 
and are available to the public; 
admission includes full buffet 
dinner, open bar, entertain­
ment, and the opportunity to 
participate in the live, silent, 
and raffle auctions. For more 
information, please contact 
the Chamber at ¢734) 453-
4040. This year's Auction is 
sponsored by Lou LaRiche 
Chevrolet and other local busi­
nesses. 

Computer class 
The Chamber is offering an 

"Intro to MS Publisher-Part 2" 
computer course presented by 
Canton Computers from 6-9 
p.m., Wednesday, March 25. 
The course will be held at the 
Cariton Chamber of Commerce 
office located at 45525 

readers about your experience so 
far as a small business owner? 

Jeff Nielson: The first couple 
months were brutal. We would 
literally go 10 hours and have 
one customer in the store all 
day. 

We have a very clean store! 

Hanford Road in Canton. This 
is one of many computer train­
ing courses that have been 
scheduled throughout 2009-
They are open to Chamber 
members and to the public. 

"The Chamber is proud to 
offer educational programs 
to our Chamber members, 
business owners, employees, 
and residents of Canton," said 
Chamber President Dianne 
Cojei. "We have seen quite a 
good turn out at these training 
sessions. The classes we offer 
are high-quality courses that 
we feel will help to enrich the 
Canton business community." 

Cost for the seminar is $25 
for Chamber members and 
$40 for non-members. Class 
size is limited; registration will 
be accepted on a first come, 
first serve basis. To register, 
contact the Canton Chamber 
of Commerce at ¢734) 453-
4040. For more information 
on the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce, log onto www.can-
tonchamber.com. 

F r a t t a r e l l i 

Physician appointed to AAP 
Canton's Daniel A.C. Frattarelli, M.D., who 

is director of pediatric education for Oakwood 
Healthcare System (OHS), has been appointed 
to the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). 
He was elected as a chairperson of the AAP 
National Committee on Drugs, which reviews 
all aspects of pediatric pharmacology, including 
drug indications, absorption rates, dosing and 
use precautions and mode of action as they apply 
to children. The committee also advises the board of directors in 
matters related to drug labeling, safety and efficacy for both pre­
scription and over the counter drugs, monitors federal legislation 
related to the drug approved process, and promotes the need for 
expanded pediatric drug trials. 

A Dearborn native, Frattarelli studied medicine at Michigan 
State University (MSU) College of Human Medicine and com­
pleted his fellowship at the Children's Hospital of Michigan. He 
was also an assistant professor of pediatrics and clinical pharma­
cology at Wayne State University. 

Get in on the new Strictly 
Business page of the Canton 
Observer by sending us your 
business news, promotions, 
events or milestones. It's 
simple. Just e-mail all of the 
details to Editor Kurt Kuban 
at kkuban@hometownlife. 
com and he will take care of 
the rest. Our new local busi­
ness page runs each Thursday 
in your Canton Observer. We 
welcome comments and sug­
gestions, too. We're looking 
forward to hearing from you. 

Vanity 
Package 

SALE 
3 0 % OFF 

Same discount applies 
on all vanity tops and sink 
faucets when purchased 

as a package. 
Many Styles To Choose From! 

Expires April 30,2009. 

• Free Bath Design 
• Installation Available 

K i t c h e n » B a t f a • P i u m b i n g 5 u p p ! y 

28243 Plymouth Rd. 

Livonia 
734.582.5633 

After 52 great years, its time 
to turn the reins wer to the 
next generation. 

To mark the occasion, our entire 
inventory will be marked down. 

Looking forward to seeing,youi 
Bud Mason 

F A M I L Y 
F U R N I T U R E 

oVp^Sli RoacF »TUvonfa 

734-525-1737 
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Third time the charm? Search still on for band director 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A few months after finish­
ing 11th in the nation at the 
national band championships 
in Indianapolis with an inter­
im director who took the job as 
a last-minute replacement, the 
Plymouth-Canton Marching , 
Band still doesn't have a per­
manent director. 

And it doesn't look like 
they're going to get one any 
time soon. 

Ray Bihun, the school 
district's executive director 
for human resources, said two 
searches have narrowed the 
field to one candidate, but 
that in both searches, the final 
candidate withdrew from con­
sideration. 

Bihun said he's been disap­
pointed with the number of 
candidates, pointing out there 
were only 14 applicants for 
the second search. A band 
as prominent as Plymouth-
Canton's — it won a national 
title in 1999 and is a regular 
finalist in the national com­

petition — should be drawing 
more prospects, Bihun said. 

The job is being posted a 
third time. 

"We're still looking for can­
didates" Bihun said Tuesday. 
"We're a national program. We 
should be getting people in 
here." 

The posting became neces­
sary last summer, when for-, 
mer director of bands Marc 
Whitlock stepped down to deal 
with a family crisis. Martin 
Montoya, who had served as 
a part-time' assistant with the 
marching band for three years, 
took the reins. The band fin­
ished third in the state — end­
ing a 14-year reign as state 
champion — but rebounded to 
finish 11th at nationals. 

That kind of season under 
those kinds of circumstances 
look pretty good on a resume, 
at least to some band par­
ents, some of whom attended 
Tuesday's school board meet­
ing to ask why Montoya hasn't 
been handed the job. 

"I am concerned the hiring 
committee has taken a year' 

to find us a director... are we 
missing what's right in front of 
our faces in Martin Montoya?" 
said Lynn Black, who has one 
daughter who graduated the 
program and another who is 
a junior in the color guard. 
"He took a partially completed 
show, finished it and took it to 
11th in the nation. He has not 
only gained the respect'of his 
students, but also of their par­
ents and his co-workers." 

Montoya has been a part of 
both searches — he was one of 
the top two finalists the first 
time around, according to 
Bihun — and would likely be a 
part of the next search. Bihun 
wouldn't comment on Montoya's 
potential to get the job as a full-
time gig, citing the confidential­
ity of the search process. 

No timetable has been 
set for hiring a permanent 
replacement for Whitlock. 

"The process has been 
... complicated," said 
Superintendent Craig Fiegel. 
"It is being worked on." 

bkadrichilhometownlife.com I (313) 222-8899 
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Martin Montoya, here keeping time during a band camp d r i l l , replaced Marc Whitlock, who stepped down after five 
years due to family circumstances, as director of bands for Plymouth-Canton. 

Iditarod musher helps keep beloved teacher's memory alive 

LUSTRATION 

Mike Suprenant, a musher is this year's Iditarod dog sled race in Alaska, is carrying with him a photo of Angie 
Lipford, the Discovery Middle School special education teacher who died J a n . 24 after a five-year fight with cancer. 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Discovery Middle School 
special education teacher 
Angie Lipford, who died Jan. 
24 after a five-year fight with 
cancer, loved the Iditarod 
dog sled race in Alaska. 

So, when colleague Amy 
Trombley visited Alaska a 
couple of weeks ago and met 
a.musher and his dog team 
preparing for this year's race, 
which started this week, her 
thoughts turned to Lipford. 

"While I was talking with 
Mike Suprenant, the musher, 
I told him about Angie and 
how she loved the Iditarod," 
Trombley said. "One thing 

led to another, and Mike 
is taking a key chain with 
Angie's picture with him on 
the race from Anchorage to 
Nome. 

"In thanks of Mike's sup­
port, Discovery is supporting 
one of Mike's lead Iditarod 
race dogs, Tim, with a $300 
donation, through a fund­
raiser to be held later this 
month," she said. 

Trombley gives updates 
to students on the Iditarod 
race with a special device 
that tracks Suprenant, giv­
ing updates on his location, 
when he takes breaks and 
how far he's from the finish 
line. The first mushers are 
expected to complete the 

Iditarod sometime early next 
week. 

It's not the first time stu­
dents, parents and staff at 
Discovery have remembered 
Lipford. The school recently 
sold pink shirts, hats and 
water bottles with "Angie's 
Angels" printed on them and 
raised approximately $1,500 
for Lipford's three sons. 

Lipford would, no doubt, 
be proud of her students and 
all those who helped orga­
nize efforts on her behalf. 

"I just don't think she real­
ized the following she had," 
said Trombley. "She's just a 
well-loved person." 

tbruscato@hometownlife.cofn I (313) 222-2637 

D.l MALTESE 
all qual 

C' Mii//•'<:''on/qmfdv ium fSi'S 
t quaiu 
Ill Street. Plymouth, Michigan 48170 1424 www.cilmalcese.com 

B o d e s C o r n e d B e e f H o u s e 
Specializing in homemade Breakfast, Corned Beef and fisl) 'n' Chips 

280 N. Main Street, Plymouth • Between Penniman and Mill at the Tracks 
Open Mon-Sat. 7am-8pm; Fri. 7am-9pm; Sun. 8am-2pm 734-453-1883 

Celebrating 50 years! 
New, Completely Smoke-Free! 

Come visit and see our New look with fiat screen TV's 
featuring cartoons for the kids on the weekends! 

Breakfast , c „ . „ . ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Early Bird Dinner Specials Join Us St. Patrick's Day 

Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner 
$8.49 

Economic Hard Times= 
High Quality Food at Low Prices! 

Specials 
Daily Mon.-Fri. 

Including Low 
Carb Omelets 25 Hot Roast Beef Sand W i c h , . . .$5, 

1/2 Corned Beef Sandwich 
w « t h a C U p o f S o u p . . _ C l $ 5 < 2 5 

2 Piece Fish w i t h i s . d e .$5.00 

1 Piece Chicken Valentino 
Entree with 2 Sides 

$5.00 

11 
11 
11 
11 
11 

Chicken Strip Dinner 
with Fries and Slaw..... $ 6 00 

Your Entire Bill 
Cannot be combined with any j | 

other coupon or discount 11 
11 

. J L , 

Any Selection from 
our Dinner Favorites 
Cannot be combined with any other 

coupon or discount. 
Mashed Potatoes 

& Cheese, 
or 

http://bkadrichilhometownlife.com
mailto:tbruscato@hometownlife.cofn
http://www.cilmalcese.com
http://withis.de
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Pictured are Matthew Darling (left front), Sara Davidson (middle front), Katherine Lucas (front), Buddy's owner and 
student, Robert J a c o b s ; Linda Kay Nathan (back left) and Aaron Fenton (back right). Davidson, Lucas, Kay Nathan 
and Fenton are participating in this month's Dining with the Stars contest. 

Dine with yoga stars of metro Detroit 

PLAYERS 
FROM PAGE AT 

"It's the first revue we've 
done," Quesada said. "(The 
songs) are so different from 
each other, it won't give the 
audience a chance to get hored. 
It keeps moving." 

Quesada said many people 
asked her how she's going to 
top last year's wildly popular 
production of JeJcyl and Hyde. 
Her answer was simple. 

"I'm not," she said, smiling. 
"But it's going to be just as good!" 

That's what Salem senior 
Zack Smith said, too. Smith, 18, 
appeared in Jefo/Zlastyear and 
was Mr. Salkin the Plymouth 
Community Arts Council's produc­
tion of Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory. He said the cast of 
S?nokey Joe's had great rehearsals. 

"I'm kind of nervous," Smith 
said Monday. "I want the show 
to go well." 

Bowling said at Monday's 
dress rehearsal the nerves 
hadn't caught up with her, but 
she expected they would by the 
time the curtain went up. 

"I haven't gotten there (ner­
vous) yet, but I will," she said, 
laughing. "You just have to turn 
it into adrenaline." 

LLBRESLER lSTAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Cory Thomas and Karl Heitman lift Kyle Scanlon in 'D.W. Washburn' at 
Monday's dress rehearsal. 

Dining with the Stars 
sponsored by Buddy's Pizza 
and the Observer Eccentric 
Newspapers takes a special 
twist this month. The winner 
will dine with the yoga stars of 
metro Detroit. 

The group includes 
Katherine Lucas, founder 
of Karma Yoga, Inc.; Sara 
Davidson, ERYT-500; Aaron 
E. Fenton (ASHTANGA) Yoga 
Room; and Linda Kay Nathan 
of Yoga Shelter. 

Tell us in 100 words or 
less why you want to have 

lunch with yoga stars at 
Buddy's Pizza in Farmington 
Hills. E-mail your entry to 
BuddysDiningStars @gmail. 
com by 5 p.m. Tuesday, March 
31. 

The contest winner will be 
treated to a limo ride from 
Class Plus Limo, a makeover 
courtesy of Christine from the 
Beauty Salon in Birmingham, 
a $100 gift certificate from 
Reaver Diamond Co. in 
Southfield and a dance exhibi­
tion by the Fred Astaire Dance 
Studio in Bloomfield Hills. 

Robert Jacobs, owner of 
Buddy's Pizza and an 18-year 
student of yoga, says the yoga 
community played a major 
role in his recovery from 
Guillain-Barre syndrome, 
a rare autoimmune disease 
which attacks the body's 
nerves. He used yoga to heal 
and was supported by the 
yoga community. His quest 
for health has expanded into 
his own business. He created 
a healthy nine multigrain 
pizza which will be served at 
the yoga stars lunch. 

P-C marching band seeking future members 
The award-winning 

Plymouth-Canton' march­
ing band is hosting a series of 
informational meetings for 
students (and their parents) 
who are interested in joining 
the 2009 marching band pro­
gram. 

The meeting is designed 
for existing 8th graders, but 
is open to any high school 
student. Interested students 

will spend time with the exist­
ing marchers, while parents 
listen to a presentation by 
the Plymouth Canton Music 
Boosters on how 8th graders 
can become a member of the 
2009 summer/fall season. 
Future musicians and color 
guard members are welcome. 

Parents and students are 
asked to attend one of the fol­
lowing open house meetings at 

Plymouth High School (8400 
Beck Road, Canton — enter 
near the big yellow truck): 

• Wednesday, April 22 at 7 
p.m. 

• Thursday, May 7 at 7 p.m. 
• Monday, June 15 at 7 p-m. 
For more information, con­

tact Barb Hawkins, new mem­
ber representative, at (734) 
420-5355, or visit www.pcmb. 
net. 

ST. PETER'S LUTHERAN DAY SCHOOL 

O P E N H O l f S E 
f Sunclai. March 11. iwk 
' : 2:00 to 5:00 pm 

Kindergarten through 8th Grade 
St. Peter's offers: 

• A Christian based education 
• Solid learning environment 
• Smaller class sizes 
• A long standing parochial school 
. education program since 1947. 

J N O W E N R O L L I N G F O R 2 0 0 9 / 2 0 1 0 

is Limited! A™ilable 

2 , 3 and 4 Year Old Programs 
Available 

Morning and Afternoon Sessions 

1309 Penniman Avenue, Plymouth, MI 48170 
734453-0460 

Call anytime to schedule a tour or visit our web site at wtvw.stpeterstutberanplymouth.o}-^ 

of H o m e Fu rn i sh ings 

Now through March 31st enjoy 

s <& D e c o r - simple, warm, comforta. 

It's A Great Time To Save 
On Many of Your Favorites 

Bunnies • -Rugs • 'Baskets 
Books • Clocks • -Notecards 

And MORE will be ON SALFA 

v t 

*4 

WtNNEft 

5206 Plymouth Road, i n A n n A r b o r • Mon-Sat 10-6, F r i 10-8, Sun 11-5 

- 5 5 5 8 • WWW. 

http://hometownlife.com
http://www.pcmb
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economic 

"WeVegotrt." 
That was the message — loud and clear — that 

Canton Supervisor Phil LaJoy wanted to convey to 
the community during his first State of the Township 
address last week at the Village Theater. 

While acknowledging the economic storm that 
is raging all around Canton, and even starting to 
impact the township's bottom line, LaJoy instead 
highlighted all the positives in the community. As 
supervisor, LaJoy recognizes he is Canton's biggest 
cheerleader, and he did his best to paint an optimistic 
picture. That's what leadership is all about, especially 
in dire times. 

But there was more than smote and mirrors in his 
message. LaJoy discussed some important initiatives 
that should help Canton stay at the forefront of eco­

nomic activ­
ity in Wayne 
County and 
the region. 

F i r s t 
and fore­
most, LaJoy 
announced 
that Debbie 
B i 1 b r e y -
Honsowetz, 
f o r m e r l y 
of Leisure 
Services, will 
take over the 
role of eco­
nomic devel­
opment coor­

dinator. In this new position, Bilbrey-Honsowetz 
will market Canton to companies wanting to move 
into the area. She will soon have a new Web site 
and a team in place to help her get out the message 
that Canton is a great place to do business. 

One of Bilbrey-Honsowetz's priorities will he to 
sell the Canton community as a prime destination 
for film companies wanting to take advantage of 
Michigan's new tax incentives for filming in the 
state. In fact, according to LaJoy, that effort has 
already begun with a new online photo database 
showcasing possible shooting locations, as well as 
a database of local businesses that could assist in 
film production, such as builders, caterers, flo­
rists, etc. It's not too hard to imagine a film being 
shot in the quaint Cherry Hill Village, for example 
(remember the Toyota commercial that was almost 
shot there a couple years ago). 

Canton's leadership is showing it is capable of 
taking a proactive approach to take advantage of 
available resources — in this case a state program. 

Along these same lines, Canton's leadership 
team deserves a lot of credit for making a hard 
pitch for available federal stimulus money that 
is coming to the state. While every community 
would like the federal money, Canton proposed 
a number of "shovel ready" projects ready to go, 
which puts it in a better position to receive the 
money. 

It has already been announced that Canton is in 
line for the lion's share of the federal money com­
ing to Wayne County for road projects, something 
just about every Canton resident will appreciate. 
Canton has also proposed several other innova­
tive projects that might be eligible for stimulus 
money, including a $7-5 million project to-convert 
methane gas at a township landfill into electricity, 
which could power local businesses at a lower cost 
than could be offered by DTE. 

When LaJoy said at the State of the Township 
that his administration sees all the economic chal­
lenges as "opportunities in disguise," it wasn't just 
a nice slogan. It's apparent Canton is doing all it 
can to take advantage of available opportunities. 

Join the discussion 

the Red Wings win the Stanley Cup? 

No 
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Asked at the Canton Public Library: What do you think of the Canton Board of Trustee 

. plan to raise water rates by as high as 2 0 percent? 

• 
• I 

V 
H i 

s going itninK i t s n 
still have to take a batii, of Detroit rates aren't 

wafer, do the dishes that much." 
6 laundry." John Kubiel, 76, Canton 
McVicker, 39, Canton 

up happening today, it's not going unemployed and any 

For shame that the trustees in Canton 
thought fit to give raises to these non­
union individuals who are already 
receiving inflated salaries. If you add 
up the salaries of 11 people, it is more 
than $1 million. The trustees should be 
looking at combining departments (for 
instance, Leisure Services, Recreation and 
Facilities, and Community Services). Then 
Canton could offer the new position to 
any of those three at half the salary. This 
is reality (this is what is happening out in 
corporate America). 

There are many people who are quali­
fied for these positions who would be 
happy to make 1/2 to 2/3 what these 
individuals were making prior to the 
increase. Taxes are a big issue for residents 
of Canton in these times, but this does 
not seem to be an issue with the trustees 
— the more money the more the trustees 
can spend. If it is in the budget, it will be 
spent. Who ever heard of a budget surplus 
for the next year in Canton? 

People in Canton are being laid off, hav­
ing their salaries cut in half, and having 
salaries frozen, but the trustees apparently 
do not care about the economic situation 
of their constituents. After all, one trustee 
stated the raises were already in the bud­
get. If we paid these people less perhaps 
the township could take the responsibility 
that they should always have had — keep­
ing the roads like the other surrounding 
towns (clear from snow and fewer pot­
holes). 

It is unconscionable that the township 
proceeds as if in a fantasy world. Why 
didn't they protest when Canton has the 
highest water fees in the area — more than 
Westland, Northville, and Plymouth? Why 
are they so concerned about building new 
buildings when the old buildings are going 
empty? Have any of them checked out the 
strip mall at Lilley and Warren (a large 
mall where now you can only buy pizza, 
Chinese food, or get your nails done)? 

Personally I think they all need to be 
recalled. 

Canton 

Before the Plymouth-Canton school 
board begins any budget discussions, they 
need to open their books to the public. 
The best and quickest way to do this is to 
publish the monthly check register online. 
When I first brought this to the board's 
attention a year ago, there were only two 
districts in the state doing this. Now there 
are more than a dozen. 

When I brought it up again this January, 
I was told that the finance committee has 
been discussing it. What is there to dis-. 
cuss? This is taxpayer money. Just as tax­
payers deserve to know how the banks are 
spending bailout money, local taxpayers 
deserve to know how the school district is 

; our money. 
To take this one step further, and really 

show the public that the board is in con­
trol of the budget rather than the budget 
being in control of the board, they should 
once again approve the bills for payment 
monthly in open board meetings. 

The budget discussions this year will 
again fill with board room with differ-

Craig Ki 

ent groups upset 
made. Having the 
will help in the 

at the cuts that must be 
register 

As a final point, the district continues to 
emphasize that 90 percent of the budget is 
"people-related" costs. While it is techni­
cally true that 88 percent of the budget is 
wages and benefits, it is relevant to note 
that wages account for only 59 percent of 
the budget while benefits are 29 percent of 
the budget. That 29 percent translates to , 
$46 million of the $156 million budget. 

Plymouth Township 

Your American Cancer Society has been 
an active member of the Canton com­
munity for many years, offering a number 
of patient and family services, cancer 
education and prevention opportunities 
and lifesaving research. We continue our 
mission in large part thanks to the help of 
generous volunteers. 

Our Kick-off Party was held on Feb. 
19 and was made possible by the gen­
erous donations of several local busi­
nesses. The food and resources donated 
by Emagine Theatre, Canton Canopies, 
Holiday Market, Canton Township, and 
Community Financial were greatly appre­
ciated. The hard work of the volunteer 
committee made the night a success. The 
committee is comprised of a group of citi­
zens that are truly dedicated to the fight 
against cancer and putting on a wonderful 
community event. With the challenges of 
our day-to-day demands, time has become 
a premium and many people are finding 
it more difficult to participate in regular 
community service. The American Cancer 
Society Relay For Life offers people a 
chance to participate in a unique event 
that takes place over one night but that 
help's cancer patients and caregivers year-
round. A short-time commitment has 
results that are far-reaching and long-last­
ing. 

Plans are under way for the Relay For 
Life of Canton on May 16-17- Now is the 
time for individuals, families, organiza­
tions, schools, religious groups, corpora­
tions and businesses to build a team and 
join our fight to reduce the burden of can­
cer here and throughout the U.S. 

Learn how you can be part of the 
American Cancer Society Relay For Life 
of Canton and get ready to Celebrate, 
Remember and fight back. Call Kelsey 
Soper at (248) 663-3441 or visit www. 
relayforlife.org/cantonmi for more infor­
mation. 

ACS staff partner 
Relay For Life of Canton 

Following upon the governor's recent 
announcement of her plan to tie gasoline 

taxes to a percentage of the price of a gal­
lon of gas along with her stealth plans for 
various fee increases on vehicle licenses 
and proposals for toll roads in Michigan, 
Democrats Marc Corriveau and Dian 
Siavens were busy building upon her great 
tone deaf traditions of kicking Michigan 
while it is down. 

A series of bills (HB4071-9) were passed 
in the State House with every Democrat 
and one renegade Republican voting 
aye. Those bills included provisions to 
give legislative staffers and elected state 
employees, including state representa­
tives, lifetime health care coverage. This 
means that these geniuses could be term 
limited out after six years and still receive 
taxpayer-paid health care benefits forever. 
Both Corriveau and Siavens are young 
so that means, in their cases, for years. 
Taxpayers may have forgotten that in his 
first term, Marc Corriveau voted in sup­
port of $1.5 billion in tax and fee increases 
for Michiganians. 

Meanwhile, Michigan is experiencing 
above 11 percent unemployment according 
to the latest numbers. I wonder if those 
more than 11 percent of Michiganians 
will have lifetime health care coverage? 
I wonder if they, and we, will continue to 
be comfortable with more of the costly 
government boot upon our necks? There 
is no bottomless pit of money no matter 
what Corriveau, Siavens, Granholm, and 

lymouth 

I live in Farmington Hills. We in the 
9th District removed the Republican Joe 
Knollenberg last election and replaced 
him with a Democrat, Gary Peters. It 
looks like the next target should be 
Thaddeus McCotter in the 11th who again 
has proved that Main Street Americans 
cannot count on him to represent their 
interests. He voted against the recov­
ery legislation and has followed the 
Republican line, supporting the wealthi­
est of our citizens consistently. Only out 
of fear did he vote to extend health care 
to our children. In the past, he has voted 
against it and supported Bush's veto of 
the heath care for kids act. He has to go in 
2010. 

Farmington 

Sen. Bruce Patterson has been my state 
senator and I am very happy with his 
commitment to his constituents and the • • 
State of Michigan. His experience more 
than qualifies him for the position of 
state attorney general and the citizens of 
Michigan would have an excellent advo­
cate in the AG's office. 

My family definitely would support him 
in this endeavor. I am confident that as 
AG, Sen. Patterson would not support laws 
that invade our privacy or mandate behav­
ior and hopefully, he could advise our leg-

on these issues. 

Woodhaven 

http://nometownitie.com
http://relayforlife.org/cantonmi
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w h a t ' s 
p o i n t s o u t 
_ f o r 

Spring runways were awash in 
brightly-colored and boho-
chic styles sure to chase away 

the winter blues. This season, we 
can look forward to romantic, 
feminine clothing paired with 
bold, dramatic accessories. 

Here's a Hot List of spring 
trends courtesy of Parisian. 

Pleasantly Peasant: A peas­
ant blouse is both a must-have 
trend for this Spring and a wise 
investment for seasons to come 
due to its versatility. Touches 
of beaded embellishment and 
embroidery make these tops 
equally fashion-right for a day 
at the beach or a meeting at the 
office. Add a stone-coil bracelet 
or a wooden beaded necklace for 
a truly boho-chic look. 

Petal Power: Spring's fash­
ions are bursting with dainty 
floral patterns and oversized, 
art-nouveau flower prints. A 
summery frock or a pretty blouse 
in a botanical print would make 
a smart addition to your ward­
robe this year. For just a hint of 
the trend, don a necklace with a 
bright daisy pendant or tie a silky, 
floral scarf in your hair. It's the 
equivalent of tucking a flower 
behind your ear. 

Fresh Cardigans: Layer up on 
early spring days by adding a new 
cardigan to your favorite existing 
outfit. This spring's lightweight 
cardigans feature open fronts, 
ruffles or flutter sleeves, A wrap-
cardigan looks fresh in a bold 
spring hue or a painterly print. 

Strappy Sandals: The gladi­
ator sandal is out in full force 
this spring at Parisian. Black or 
metallic leather shoes with mul­
tiple straps and buckles make 
an impact with a rich look. The 
versatility of the strappy gladiator 
sandals easily takes you from day 
to night, making it a statement 
shoe that maximizes your budget. 

Dressy Style: A maxi dress 
is a valuable new staple for your 
spring wardrobe. It's a comfort­
able, carefree style that's perfect 
for warmer weather and they 
can easily be dressed up with the 
proper accessories. Another trend 
to watch for is the jacket dress. 
These multi-tasking dresses and 
coordinating jackets go easily 
from the office to dinner in style. 

Bright Lights: One simple way 
to refresh your look this season 

is with brightly-colored shoes 
and accessories. Focus on candy-
colored pumps, flats, handbags, 
clutches and jewelry alike. Coral, 
turquoise, orange and yellow will 
take center stage. If you aren't 
afraid to stand out, try these 
shades in a shiny, metallic finish. 

Ferninine Touches: Romance 
is in the air, so look for sheer 
blouses with feminine touches 
such as ruffles, ruching, pleat­
ing, pin-tucking and hints of 
lace. A ruffle blouse in a neutral 
color is a wardrobe asset you 
can pair with a.wide4eg trouser 
or a pencil skirt. Don't be afraid 
to balance these prim, pretty 
blouses with a menswear vest, a 
boyfriend blazer or a snug leather 
jacket. 

Trench Coats: There is some­
thing quintessentially spring 
about a trench coat. Until the 
temperatures really rise, every 
woman would be wise to invest 
in a piece of light outerwear. The 
trench coat is effortlessly chic and 
classic — it's a style that faith­
fully comes back year after year. 
If you can't see yourself in the 
tan, double-breasted version, opt 
for an updated silhouette or an 
unexpected color. 

Cross-Body Bags: One of the 
hottest trends in handbags is 
the cross-body bag, which leaves 
your hands free — perfect for 
outdoor music festivals, farmer's 
markets or travel. If you're going 
to buy one bag this summer, it's 
smart to choose a bag that can go 
anywhere. At Parisian, you'll find 
cross-body bags in a wide array of 
colors, finishes and styles. 

Lightweight Scarves: Right 
now, you're probably tired of lay­
ering on a scarf, hat and gloves 
to bear the elements, but the 
spring versions of scarves are 
lightweight, lovely wardrobe 
workhorses. 

They'll perk up any,of your 
favorite casual ensembles. The 
current trends in fashion neck­
wear include inspirational mes­
sages, peace signs, fringe, ombre 
and tie dye. These are the perfect 
accessories for the breezy days 
ahead. 

The Bon-Ton Stores, inc. operates Parisian 
nameplates at Laurel Park Place, Livonia; 
The Village of Rochester Hills; and the 
Mall at Partridge Creek, Clinton Township. 

Chunky wooden and stone Erica Lyons jewelry, S15-S50, captures the boho-
chic trend for spring. Floral pins, layered necklaces, stretch bracelets and 
drop earrings are available at Parisian. 

Try a new take on the classic trench, Choose color when it comes 
like this belted and striped version to spring accessories, like this 
from Jones New York Signature, Rampage 'Maria' shoe, $49, and 
$169, at Parisian. Availability may frame clutches by Rolfs in yellow and 
vary by store. aqua, $28, all at Parisian. 

Layering is essential as winter turns to spring. Try a bright cascading 
cardigan like this green one from Fever, $ 5 8 , at Parisian. 
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When you invest your money in this Huntington CD, you get more than a great rate, 
you also get flexibility. Because Huntington lets you choose the term of your CD. 
Plus, you'll enjoy the peace of mind that comes with being FDIC insured. 

% Huntington 
1 - 8 7 7 - 4 8 0 - 2 3 4 5 | h u n t m g t o n . c o m 

For more information, stop by a Huntington banking office or call us. 

A* 
"Minimum balance to open and obtain Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for Huntington Certificate of Deposit is $1,000. 
accounts of less than $100,000. Not valid with any other offer. FDIC insured up to applicable limits. Member FDIC. ® 

APY is current and accurate as of date of publication and subject to change without notice. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. For personal 
and Huntington® are federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ©2009 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. 

Increase the return on your savings without giving up access to your money. 
With just $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , you get this great rate, plus the security of FDIC insurance. 
Stop by any Huntington banking office to open a Huntington Premier Plus or 
Business Premier Money Market Account today. 

1 

Huntington 1 - 8 7 7 - 4 8 0 - 2 3 4 5 | h u n t i n g t o n . c o m 

For more information, stop by a Huntington banking office or call us. 

** Applicable to consumer and business accounts: Initial minimum deposit of $20,000.00 required to open the a c c o u n t and obtain the s p e c i a l introductory rate f o r t h e 270-day period. B a l a n c e s under $20,000.00 are not eligible for introductory rate. If at any 
time the balance in the a c c o u n t is or b e c o m e s $250,001.00 or more, the interest rate for the entire balance w i l l be the interest rate in that balance tier. Funds from existing Huntington accounts cannot be used to open the n e w a c c o u n t . The regular interest 
rates and (consumer} A P Y s are current and a c c u r a t e as of date of publication and subject to change without notice. Interest is compounded and paid monthly, Fees could reduce earnings on the account. A n Early A c c o u n t Closing Fee will apply to a c c o u n t s 
c l o s e d within 180 days of opening. W e reserve the right to limit acceptance of deposits greater than $100,000.00. Not valid with any other offer. FDIC insured up to applicable limits. Additional terms applicable only to consumer accounts: A c c o u n t s w i t h , 
b a l a n c e s b e l o w $20,000.00 w i l l be c h a r g e d a maintenance fee of $20 per month. The blended Annual Percentage Yield {APY} is b a s e d on a 365-day period, and assumes that the special introductory rate is in effect for the first 270 days, and that the regular 
interest rate is in effect f o r t h e remaining 95 days. The 270-day introductory rate for consumer balances of $20,000.00to $49,999.99 is 2.25% and the regular interest rate is 0.35% (1.77% APY). The 270-day introductory rate for consumer b a l a n c e s of $50,000.00 
to $99,999.99 is 2 .25%, and the regular interest rate is currently 0.80% (1.89% APY). The 270-day introductory rate for c o n s u m e r b a l a n c e s between $100,000.00 and $250,000.99 is 2.25% and the regular interest rate is 0.95% (1.93% APY}. B a l a n c e s of $250,001.00 
and higher w i l l not receive the introductory rate s p e c i a l ; the regular interest rate is 0.95% (0.95%APY). Additional terms applicable to business accounts only: The 270-day introductory rate for business b a l a n c e s of $20,000.00 to $250,000.99 is 2.25%. Customer 
must also have or open a Huntington business c h e c k i n g account to qualify for the 2.25% rate. A $10.00 monthly maintenance fee applies to a c c o u n t s with balances of $10,000.00 or less, M e m b e r FDIC. ® and Huntington® are federally registered s e r v i c e 
marks of Huntington B a n c s h a r e s Incorporated. ©2009 Huntington B a n c s h a r e s Incorporated. 
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Bands on the run - PCA, P-CEP musicians take to festival stage 
Doddie VandeGiessen fig­

ured her Plymouth Christian 
Academy hand would do 
OK at the Michigan School 
Band and Orchestra District 
Festival at Thurston High 
School in Redford Thursday. 

And they did, scoring an 
overall "2" rating. 

The thing VandeGiessen 
was concerned about was 
her band's performance in 
the sight reading phase. But 
she needn't have worried, 
because her charges aced it. 

"The outstanding thing is 
they got a '1' in sight read­
ing," VandeGiessen said. 
"You have to go in and play 
music you've never seen 
before. I was worried about 
that, but they did an excel­
lent job." 

PCA and several 
Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park bands were 
part of the festival, which 
is divided into two parts, a 
concert performance and 
a sight reading. Ensembles 
perform before three judges. 
They are evaluated on tone, 
intonation, rhythm, tech­
nique and interpretation. 
They receive a letter grade in 
each of those categories and 
then receive a division rating 
based on the predominant 
letter grades. 

Students from the PCEP High School Wind Ensemble perform on Friday. 

The combined concert per­
formance and sight reading 
evaluations determine the 
final rating. First division 
is rated superior, second 
division good, third divi­
sion average, fourth division 
below average and fifth divi­
sion poor. 

P-CEP had its wind 
ensemble and varsity-band 

County tax bills go 
out July, December 
Each week, Wayne County Treasurer 
Raymond J. Wojtowicz will answer reader 
questions about the tax process and 
property taxes. Wojtowicz reminders 
taxpayers: "Always remember that your 
property is your most precious asset. Do 

. not risk losing it for nonpayment of prop­
erty taxes. If in doubt, ask questions." 

Q: When and how many 
current real property tax 
bills will I receive each year? 

A: Your local treasurer will 
send two tax bills each calendar 
year, a summer tax bill in July and 
a winter tax bill in December. 

If you do not receive a sum­
mer and/or winter tax bill, 
call or visit your local city, 
township or village treasurer 
where the property is located 
and request a tax bill. At the 
same time, check to make sure 
the treasurer has your correct 
mailing name and address. 

Q: When are 
current prop­
erty taxes due 
and when do 
they become 
delinquent? 

A: Each year, 
current summer 
taxes are due, 
July 1 and the 
current winter 
taxes are due. 
Dec.l and are 
payable to the 
local treasurer 

until the last day in February. 
According to State law, on 

March 1 unpaid property taxes 
become delinquent and are sent to 
the county treasurer for billing and 
collection with additional penal­
ties and interest, computed with 
a 4 percent penalty, and 1 percent 
interest per month for the first year. 

Ask the 
Treasurer 

Raymond 
Wojtowicz 

under the direction of 
Amy Boerma at the fes­
tival, along with its con­
cert and symphony bands 
under the direction of 
Martin Montoya. All four 
Plymouth-Canton bands 
scored straight "Is." 

The bands took the 
stage at Thurston's newly 
remodeled state-of-the-

art William F. Weber 
Auditorium, a venue for 
which VandeGiessen had 
high praise. 

"They just remodeled it, it 
was just really wonderful to 
be able to play in such a nice 
place," VandeGiessen said. 
"We play in the church audi­
torium, and the acoustics 
aren't nearly that good." 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Plymouth Christian Academy orchestra members Matthew Sumner and Drew 
Ibach wait in the hallway until their next competition begins. After playing a 
performance onstage, the orchestra will now be evaluated on sight-reading. 
They wiil get an unfamiliar piece of music to play. 

We also offer 
Caee-Free Overnisht Boarding 

and 
Dog Obedience Classes 

Adult & Puppy Classes 
See our website to enroll! 
ir.happyhoundsdaycate^^f\ 
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Popular brands at bargain prices 
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