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Llocal mom
makes tutus fun

Connection

Wedding workshop

Plan your nuptials in 90 min-

wedding planning,

It's the perfect chance to have
all your questions answered with
minimal stress.

All couples attending will
receive a free engagermnent por-
trait.

Admission is free with advance
registration or $10 at the door,
Call (734) 710-9492.

Note: An advertisement in the
Observer & Eccentric’s Wedding
Guide, published Feb. 26, includ-

Water rates could jump another 20 percent

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton residents will experience a

water. And the less they use the water,
the less income we have coming in

to offset the expenses we know wee
going to have.”

only thing that goes into the rate is
the cost from DWSD and YCUA, but
their costs are for their portion of the
system,” Faas said. “Their charge is for

.RISI!IG WATER/SEWER RATES

Recent water/sewer rate
increases in Canfon:

LaJoy focuses'o_n township’s positives during first State of the Township

ed an incorrect date for the event.
v @ BY TONY BRUSCATO
John Brown revisited

The Canton Historical Society
will host its first general meeting
at7 p.m., March 11 at the Cherry
Hill School on the corner of Cherry
Hill and Ridge roads. The guest
speaker will be John W, Quist, who
will discuss “The Michiganians
Respond to John Brown.” The
presentation will examine the
responses of Michigan’s abolition-
ists, Republicans and Democrats,
to John Brown's activities in the
1850s. The meeting falls one day
short of the 150th anniversary of
Brown’s famous trip to Detroit to
meet with Frederick Douglass and
Detroit’s African-American lead-
ership, when he divulged plans for
the assanlt on Harper’s Ferry in
October 1859. For more informa-
tion, contact the Canton Historical
Museum at (734) 307-0088.

Road rally

Leadership Canton, a program
that develops motivated leaders in
Canton, is registering participants
for its upcoming Road Rally fund-
raiser. According to organizers, the
rally is not a race, but will pit the
intelligence and problem solving
abilities of each team. It will take
place at various Canton locations.

The event, which will take place
May 12, will be limited to 30 cars,
with four to six passengers per
car. The Finish Line Party will be
hosted by IKEA, located at 41650

In his first State of the Township
address — only two menths after
taking office — Canton Township
Supervisor Phil LaJoy admitted
there are plenty of challenges in these
tough economic times. However, the
message LaJoy gave to the hundreds
of people who attended the luncheon
and speech at the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill was more of optimism,
calling those challenges “opportuni-
ties in disguise.”

Canton has already received
notice it will receive the lion’s share
of Wayne County’s stimulus money
for road projects. LaJoy would like
to see more federal money come
Canton’s way, including funding for
a $7.5 million project involving the
township landfill. ‘

“The proposal is to capture that
methane (gas) to power engines that
turn generators to make electricity,
sell electricity to local businesses near
the landfill at a lower cost than DTE
can,” said LaJoy. “We're hoping we
can get some of the stimulus money
that would assist us with this project.”

Another plan high on LaJoy’s list
is economic development. The newly
elected supervisor announced that
Debbie Bilbrey-Honsowetz will move
from Leisure Services to the role of
economic development coordinator.

“Debbie will be doing a lot of
marketing in Canton, (promoting)
Canton’s great location and quality
of life,” said LaJoy. "She’ll also be
putting together a Web site ... and a

'We've got it’

: PHDTUS Y BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTDGRAER
Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy discusses Canton's economic situation during his State of the Township address Thursday at the Village Theater.

businesses and contacts that may
assist production.”

Yvette Pugh, director of external
affairs for AT&T who represented
the company’s new store on Ford
Road and Lilley, liked what she
heard from LaJoy.

Ford Road. The entry fee is $35
per person. Proceeds event will
benefit the Cady-Boyer Barn Fund,
Senior Prescription Matching and
Leadership Canton Alumni Fund,
To sign up or for more informa-
tion, contact Debbie Zevalkink
at (734) 394-5188. Entry forms
can be downloaded at www.
‘Rally4Canton.com.

liaison team.

“Michigan enacted legislation in
2008 which provides for a 40-42
percent tax credit for filming in
Michigan, so Debbie will also be
working to make Canton a film-
friendly community,” he said. “The
effort has already begun with an
online photo database showcasing
possible locations, as well as local

“I think it was very upbeat and
optimistic,” said Pugh. “We all know
that we're in challenging times, but
it’s also good to see how the com-
munity is coming together to work
through these trying times.

“We located a store here because
we recognize the valee of Canton -
Township and hopefully we can assist
in Supervisor LaJoy’s efforts,” she said.
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mdex Longtime hardware to close its doors
APARTMENTS ... .. ... ..C2Z
AUTOMOTHVE . v .. .. 06
CAREER BUILDER ... ... ... C] BY TONY BRUSCATC
Crosswosp Puzzit ... .. C5 OBSERVER STAFF WRITER THE H 0 SPITAL
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Heautk & Firness. ... B0 Mathison Hardware, an icon Y OU VE BEEN WAITING FGR
MiLESTONES. oo o o . BD of sorts for 38 years among
NEIGHBORS .. v o v 1 BE much newer construction on OPE N S MAR C H 1 5 »
g:i”égﬁﬁ gg Canton Center Road between .
SPORTS . o B gg;fsa'g‘rl g{z)r:]ford, has closed its See the hospital everyone will be talking about.
The property has been sold by henryfordwesthioomfigld.com
For Home the Mathison brothers and will
Delivery call: soon_be demolished in favor of a
medical or office complex on the
(866) 887-2737 . - 1
two-acre parce BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
gy, “The hardware store used _ o o
‘FA\ to do everything,” said Frank Mathison's Canton focation is closed after 38 years in business.
W Mathison. “Now, every depart- ‘ ‘
’ ment has turned into abusiness  or so, the Livonia Mathison ourselves, There’s a lot of sweat
in itself ... glass, hardware, lock- Hardware on Plymouth Roadis  that went into that building.”
smiths.” all that will be left. The Garden City store
Mathison will scon be the only “I pretty much started whenI  was the first to open in 1953
: one of four brothers stillinthe ~ was 12 years old,” said Mathison, by Mathison’s father, B.J.,
; business. With the Canton store 55, who said he’s not ready to Mathison.
% ‘ closed, and the Garden City store  retire quite yet. “My brothers
8 &3 74 1900? 8 set to close in the next month and I built that store in Canton Please see HARDWARE, A5
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Canton business meeting

“Surviving and Thriving”
in the current economy will
be the topic of conversation
over coffee when the Canton
Marketing Partners get
together with Canton business
people on March 10 at the new
Comfort Suites on Haggerty
Road just north of Ford
Road. A variety of available
resources to help businesses
during these challenging eco-
nomic times will be discussed,
including a presentation by
Tammy Thompsen from the
Small Business & Technology
Development Center (SBTDC)
at Schoolcraft College. The
SBTDC offers free counsel-
ing to new and existing busi-
nesses.

The Canton Marketing
Partners, comprised of
the Canton Downtown.
Development Authority -
{DDA), the Canton Chamber
of Commeree, and Canton

Leisure Services, continue to
work together to promote the
Canton business community.
Their ShopCanton brand

is used extensively through
various media to encourage
residents and shoppers from
neighboring communities to
do their shopping in Canton.
Special events, like the sum-
mer Friday evening jazz
concert series, have drawn
hundreds of new shoppers to
the area to discover all that
Canton has to offer.

The coffee meetings are free
of charge and will be held two
different times to accommo-
date busy schedules. Attendees
can register for either the 8-
9:30 a.m. session or the 1-2:30
p.m. session by calling (734)
453-4040 by March 6.

Young Marines fund-raiser

Canton Young Marines,
a national non-profit youth
service organization, will host
its All You Can Eat Pancake

A couple of princesses

Canton's Lila Smith (right) sits with Mindy Esparza of Brownstown Township
during Art Van's recent Princess Breakfast in Westiand. Lila was one of about
80 guests to attend the event, which featured breakfast, crafts, storytelling
and each child dressing in princess gowns. The event took place in Art

Van's youth bedroom area, which features the Disney Bedroom Cotlections.
Esparza is an Art Van employee.

Breakfast from 9 a.m. to
noon, Sunday, March 15 at
the Wayne AMVETS Post
171, 1217 S. Merriman Road,
Westland.

Menu will include pancakes,
bacon, sausage, assorted fruit,
juice, coffee and milk for
$7.50 per person. Call ahead
carry-outs available at {734)
729-8930 and donations are
gladly accepted. For more
information, please call Sheryl

jewelry, holiday gifts, floral

* arrangements, purses, wood
- erafts, giass works, clothing &

linens, paintings, painted glass
ornaments, and more. In addi-
tion to the 100-plus exhibits,
there will be food, baked
goods, a raffle, and entertain-
ment by local musicians and
artists throughout the day.
Admission is $2.

All proceeds go towards the
band and color guard pro-

8-Week
Spring Session
April 12-Jung 13

March 16-21
Current Student
Enrollment

March 23

QOpen Enroliment Begins |

734-

oysh

TRIAL CLASS
3 Call to Scheduie!
1 Sign-up on the same
day and recieve

é $10 OFF Your
] Registration Fee!

Murst present this ad to
redeam offer.

SPECIAL FISABCING AVAILARLE b e
Ask about our new YIP Program!

260 W. Ann Arbor Road
Plymouth

{Behind Greke Printing)

2-8777

)
ind%or

Cheerleading -]

1 OPEN GYM
Fridays
Gpm-Gpm
Saturdays
pm-3pm

NO Membership
Required!
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with any minor or major auto repalr work over $500.00

ldgﬁ

WL BHECH 7 FD

Ristrictions and additional chargas may agply to determing the sost of
I major repairs. One coupor per customer, l
off. Notvalid with any other offer or coupon.

YALID AT THIS LOCATION ONLY, EXFIRES 4-1-09.

74
I ANY REPAIR
| UPTOS$1S0OFF

Ora coupon per cuslomer Present at time of vehicle drop off, Not valid

VALID AT THIS I.%CATION ONLY; EXFIRES 4-1-09.
LB N N B § |

COMPLETE CAR GARE EXPERTS:
-~ Gheck Engine Light On?
~ Transmission Problems?
- Low Fluid Levels?
~ Brake Noise?

e can handie ALL of el

Lamarand at (734) 737-9748
and leave a message.

Arts and crafts show

The 5th Annual Plymouth-
Canton Marching Band Spring
Arts & Crafts Ensemble, which
is ajuried art and craft exhibi-
tion hosted by the Plymouth-
Canton Music Boosters, will
take place from 9 a.m. to 4
p.n., March 14 at Plymouth
High School. Exhibitors
include makers of handcrafted

grams at the Plymouth Canton
Educational Park. This year
in particular, the boosters are
working to raise enough funds
to replace the aging semi-
trailer used by the Plymouth-
Canton Marching Band to
transport all the large band
instruments to many competi-
tions and events. The trailer
has been repaired numerous
times and must be replaced for
future band seasons.

For more information visit

rthville
| Urgent

_online at hometownlife.com |

www.pcmb.net/arteraft.
Bowling- fund-raiser

Super Bowl lanes in
Canton will be the site of
a fund-raiser Saturday
to benefit the Penrickton
Center for Blind Children,
a nonprofit residential and
day care agency in Taylor
serving blind and multi-
disabled children between
the ages of 1-12. The event
is being sponscred by Xeller
Williams Plymouth and
Livonia offices.

The fund-raiser, which costs

_ $15 for adults and $8 for chil-

dren 12 and under, includes
two games of bowling, two
slices of pizza and ohe pop per
person. Check-in is at 2 p.m.
and bowling commences at 3
p.m.

To RSVP, e-mail GLibby@
LibbysLand.com or call (734)
459-4700.

Polish dancing

The Polish National Alliance
Centennial Dancers will be
hosting their 29th Annual
Dance Extravaganza on March
21 at the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill located at 50400
Cherry Hill Road. Shows are
at 1:30 p.m. and 7 pam. Tlcket
cost is $10.

The PNA Centennial
Dancers are children and
young adults who have stud-
ied Polish dance and customs
for up to 15 years. Also per-
forming will be Radomianie
Polish Folk Dance and
Ensemble, which is a group
of adults that continue to cel-
ebrate their Polish heritage
through dance.

Tickets are available
at Simply Polish, 28841
Plymouth Road, Livonia or
by calling (734) 266-9995.
For infermation, contact
Kristal Wioncek, director of
PNA Centennial Dancers, at
DrKristalgw@aol.com.
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$500 FREE GAS WITH $500 REPAIR_.
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TRANSMISSIONS, BRAKES, POWER STEERING, EXHAUST, TUNE-UPS, SHOCKS,
COOLING SYSTEMS, ALTERNATORS, OIL/FLUID CHANGES & MORE

THE LEADER 3 TRANSMISSIONS WITH 000« MATIONWIDE LOCATIBIS
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Talented artists.

In keeping with its dedica-
tion to promoting the work
of local artists, Lotus Arts
Gallery, 995 West Ann Arbor
Trail (corner of Ann Arbor
Trail and Harvey Street)

" in downtown Plymouth,

announced the Second Annual,
Local Artist Exhibit.

This exhibition, which runs
through March 27, will show-
case the extraordinary work
of some of Michigan’s tal-
ented artists. Fifteen excit-
ing artists will be displaying
their work. Their styles are as
unique and diverse as their
chosen media. This eclectic
array of artwork includes
paintings in oils and acryl-
ics, pen and ink renderings,
works on paper, ceramic
pieces, photography and
mixed media on paper and
canvas.

Designed to feature
local artistic endeavors,
this exhibition encourages
public dialogue, under-

standing, and enjoyment of

visual art. )
The public can preview
the exhibition and meet the
artists at the opening recep-
tion on Friday, March 6,
from 6 to 9 p.m. Lotus Arts
Gallery is located at 995
West Ann Arbor Trail (cor-
ner of Ann Arbor Trail and
Harvey Street) in downtown

~ Plymouth, Enjoy complimen-

tary hors d’ceuvres, bever-
ages, and conversations with
the artists.

The exhibition will be on
display March 6-27. The public
is welcome fo view the exhibit
during gallery hours between
11 a.m. and 5 p.m., Tuesday
through Saturday. If you have
any questions, or for more
information, please contact
the gallery toll free at (888)
889-4ART or at (734) 453~
5400,

CANTON CINEMA

Ticket Klosk & Tickets Cnline
734-844-3436

Ford Rd.
1 Mile West of IKEA

THEATERS

DETROIT’S BEST |
MOVIE DEAL
ALL LOUNGER SEATS ALL DIGITAL SOUND |

‘ALL STADIUM SEATING

$4125 t°$4l75 i
ALL SEATS

SHOWTIMES 3/6 - 312 D No passes

FREE

SPRING MATINEES
Saturday & Sunday 10 & 11 AM
%7 & yB SPACE CHIMIPS (G}

METROPOLITAN OPERA
MADAMA BUTTERFLY
SAT 3/7 live 1:00 PM

METROPOLITAN OPERA
LUCIA DI LAMMEEMOOR
WED 3/11 encore 1:00 PM

QWATE:HMEII (H) 12 00, 12:30, 3:10, 3:40,
8:20, 8:50, 9:3

©JONAS. nnnrnms  THE 3D CONCERT
[EXPERIENGE (G}

11:00, 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 9:00

FRYSAT LS 11:00

MADEA GOES TO JAIL {G-13)

11:50, 220 445 7:08, 9:25

FRUSAT

iIE H .ﬂlS’l' IIBT THAT INTO YOU (PG-13)

smmnos MILLIONAIRE (R)

11:00, 1:35, 415, 6:55, 9:40

TAKEN {PG-13) 12:50, 2:55, 5:05, 7:10, 8:20
FRISAT LS 11:35

CORALINE (PG)

FRISUN-TUE/TH 11:30, 1:50, 4:10
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For SAMIE DAY
Service Please Call:

www.taxfaster.com

« Private, confidential business accounting, payrolf and bookeepmg services

« Quarterly reports ¢ Profit/Loss statements ® CPA’s on staff

e Our preparers will do a thorough evaluation to ensure you are using all
available deductions ¢ 15 years of fax preparatlon expenence

T

T gww." ;

Jgk 2 Refund Anticipation Loan)

: 1
Accounting & Bookeeping |
With Free Private Consultation & the

734-405-6555

Located at 38950 Cherry Hill
on the cerner of John Hix Road in Westland

(Refund
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js Limited!

St. Peter’s affers:

» A Christian based education

» Solid learning environment

» Smaller class sizes

* A long standing parochial school

1 Any Income Tax 1 Month’s Bz1 j =1 education program since 1947,
| Preparation Service |1 Serviceis... i NOW ENROLLING FOR 2008/2009
L o o e o s o s o el [ e e e e e o e Space 2,3 and 4136:191';1})}2 Programs

. g

2:00 to 5:00 pm
" Kindergarten through 8th Grade

Morning and Afternoon Sessions

FREE DESIGN* & COST EFFE

*with all qualifying pro;ects ask if your project quahﬁes 734~737~0500

Rt Credifortiisad ym‘f e it e 3 '?Jé’f

3861@ Mill Sﬂ'eﬁt ﬂymoumﬁﬁmig&n 4812’04424

. CONSTRUCTION

& jf}iff«‘?ﬁ‘fi ' ;
www. d}maites_;
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EXCEPT ADULT EVENING not vallz for Fatbom Evanls 4 Digital 03
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Dodson students go on worldwide journey

BY BRAD KADRICH
(OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When they get home from
school Monday afternoon,
some 600 students at Dodson
Elementary School will have
completed a journey that took
them to six countries in two
days. And they never left the
building,

The students tomorrow
will finish what they started
March 2 — a "Reading Around
the World” program designed
for March is Reading Month
that will have taken them to
India, Brazil, Sweden, Korea,
Ghana and Saudi Arabia that
orgaiizers hope will have
taught themn more about the
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools’ diverse population.

From the chart at the front

of the school listing the vari-
ous origins of the school’s pop-
ulation to the books and crafts
that dotted each “country,”
teachers and parent “ambas- and other props to learn about
the different cultures. In Saudi
Arabia, they made bookmarks.
In Sweden, they constructed
horse puppets. In India, stu-
dents made “Rangoli” designs,

the teacher who organized the
Program.

The six “countries” were
seattered around the school,
and students traveled room to
room, using books and crafts

dents about various cultures.
“It was really kind of fun

to see where the family roots

were,” said Bonnie Goodrich,

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Dodson students walk by the media center, decorated with fiags of many nations.

using paper layouts and dyed
rice — Goodrich dyed some
50 pounds of rice for the pro-
gram — to replicate the chalk
designs displayed outside
homes on a daily basis to wel-
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| Affordable traditional funerals
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245@1 Five Mile Read # Redford

313-535-3030
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MADONNA UNIVERSITY
Saturday, March 14

. Exhibit Gallery {entrance D, 2nd floor)

10:30 a.m. Registration

11-11:30a.m.  Academic Program Presentations

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Meet and ask questions of faculty,
Tour Campus, Apply to Graduate
School (application fee waived)

| MADONNA
URIVERBITY

ramsin busmess, hosplce, nursing, teaching, criminal justice,
ealth services, psychoiogy, astoral ministry and history

Third-graders Madison Packer, Morgan Holm!un& ahd Alexandra Waliman

work on Swedish Love Knots.

. come the God to the house.
Parents taught most of the -
countries, acting as ambassadors
for the students. Durga Jalluri,
anative of Andhra Pradesh in
India, brought in her daughter’s
dresses for students to iry on.
“K was my first time doing it,

and I probably babbled at first,”

Jalluri said. “Trying to cover
such a vast subject and do it at
their grade level is a challenge.”

The students had a ball with
the project.

“It’s a lot of fun trying on
all these things,” said fourth-
grader Tessa Quinlan, 10, of
Canton. “You actually get to
feel like you're there.”

Janet Whitlock has a fifth-
grader, Couriney, attending
Dodson, and she wanted to be
on hand for the experience.

“Qur schools are becoming
more and more diverse, and
our kids are learning that,”
Whitlock said. “I wanted to be
part of it.”

Award Winnin

30500 6 Mile «

Child Gare I Pre School / Latt;ll Hev
Kindergarien / Summer Day Camp
2% vears e 12 years

) Tl
I.EARNING ﬁENTER
mpufers in Classroom -
Transportation fo- Coo idge, Buchanan and Privale Schools
* Two Free Weeks + $28 Per Day Average
» Affordable
References Available
Directors have o BA. & M.A. In Education
HOURS: 6:00 am - 6:00 pm

Livonia, i 48152
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Commended

Make us your
bank and get

Keilh .l. Plerce, MD
internal Medicine
38525 Elghl‘ Mile Iloncl'

Livonia, Ml 48152
248.321.6612

Call for Directions!
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BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Going green has come to the
Wayne-Westland Community
Schools, which launched a
voluntary I-SAVE energy con-
servation program throughout
the district.

An acronym for Individuals
Save and Vie for Efficiency,
I-SAVE aims to reduce utility
consumption by modifying the
behavior of the district’s staff
and students.

According to Gary Martin,
deputy superintendent for
administrative and business
services, the district is saving
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars a year on utilities by con-
trolling lights from site to site,
but the next phase is changing
human behavior.

‘While many school dis-
tricts have hired consultants,
Wayne-Westland utilized Tony
Spisak, executive director of
maintenance and operations,
and Nicholas Thornton, super-
visor of energy management,
to develop a plan that has
helped the district meet its
energy saving goals.

“The reward is having
money to spend in support of
education, rather than on utili-
ties,” he said.

The I-SAVE program has
a basic goal of reducing con-
sumption by 7.5 percent.

“We have a very sizable
carbon footprint,” Thornton
said. “We want to preserve our
resources. We want to help the
district be more green by buy-
ing products with less pack-
aging that are more Earth-
friendly.”

According to Thornton, the
district’s 29 buildings add
up to 2.5 million square feet,
twice the size of Westland
Shopping Center or about 23
Home Depots. Energy con-
sumption for 2007 was enough

ith I-SAVE program

Wayne-Westland School Superintendent Greg Baracy poses with the winners of the [-SAVE poster contest - Corinne
Johnson from Hamilton Elementary, Nelson Sawa from Edison Elementary and Alexis Dunigan and Hunter Belcher

from Schweitzer Elementary.

to run five dozen homes for
one year and heat 2,000
homes.

“The more utilities we con-
sume, the more we contribute
to pollution,” Thornton said.

For I-SAVE, the two men

- asked each building to have

one point person. They ended
up with 42 who signed pledges
to put together bulletin boards
in the schools. Schools have
been given energy-efficient
light bulbs and stickers for
switches to remind people to
turn them off when leaving

-and empty room.

There have been walk-
throughs of buildings to see
what is being done well and
what's not being done well,
with the goal of conserving.
The result is that it’s working,
Thornton said.

“If you walk through a build-
ing the lights are off in empty

classrooms, copiers are turned

off at night,” he said. “If you
lock at the bills, electric has
fallen and we hope to see that
with the as. Down the road,
we'd like to look at water con-
servation, paper recycling,
glass, plastic and aluminum
recycling,”

The two men added that
I-SAVE was launched this
school year and they anticipate
the first-year savings will be
$350,000.

“We're finding that the stu-
dents and the staff are taking
ownership,” Thornton said.
“We still see room for improve-
ment but we’re making prog-
ress.” :

The signs of student own-
ership were apparent with
entries received in the first
ever I-SAVE poster contest.
Four elementary students were
honored before that Wayne
Westland schocel board for fin-
ishing first, second and third
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in the contest.

Top honors went to Nelson .
Sawa of Edison Elementary,
while Alexis Dunigan and
Hunter Belcher of Schweitzer
Elementary tied for second
place. In third was Corinne
Johnson of Hamilton
Elementary.

In addition to their art-
work, those of students from
the William D. Ford Career
Technical Center also were on
display at the meeting.

1 think {Westland} Mayor
(William) Wild may be inter-
ested in you,” Trustee Bill
Gabriel told the four students
in presenting them with cer-
tificates of recognition. “You
may have a job in hig adminis-
tration.”

Gabriel was referring to
Westland’s Mission Green
initiative to reduce the city’s
carbon footprint.

“T'm grateful we've included

the students in this operation,”

said Trustee Ed Turner.

smason®hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751
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Spellmg Bee finalist

Siddharth Yaranasi, a fifth grader at Canton Charter Academv,
successfully advanced through 11 rounds of competition to become
one of four Wayne County finalists in the Detroit News Regional
Spelfing Bee held Feb. 21. The Detroit News Spelling Bee wili fake
place on Saturday, March 13. The winner of that contest wilt compete
in Washington D.C. on May 26-28 in the Scripps National Speffing Bee.

Foundation scholarship
program offers help

BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

With the economy faltering,
paying for college tuition has
become an even more difficult
prospect for college students.

The Canton Community
Foundation’s Education
Grant Program offers some
help. Residents from Canton
Township, Plymouth and
Plymouth Township are eligi-
ble to apply for 21 scholarships
offered through the program.

“The Canton Community
Foundation has a long track
record of supporting college
students’ educational goals
and in this tough economy
it is even more important
to be there,” said Canton
Community Foundation
President Joan Noricks.

The scholarships vary in
their monetary value, from
the two $2,000 Yazalki North
America, Inc. Scholarships,
to the $300 Marvin Schulz
Memorial Scholarship, which
is open to students attending

University of Michigan — Ann
Arbor.

According to Noricks, a
diverse committee, com-
posed of Canton Community
Foundation volunteers, will
review all qualifying applica-
tions and take into consider-
ation the following: overall
content of the application,
financial need and academic
achievement. She said the
foundation is particularly
eager to provide scholarships
for students in need.

Noricks said those who
may have applied in the past
and did not receive scholar-

ships are encouraged to apply

again.
The deadline to apply for the
scholarships is 5 p.m., March
13. To be eligible, applicants
must have been accepted to a
post-secondary educational
institution. To obtain an appli-
cation or for more details

" about the requirements, con-
. tact the Foundation at (734) .

495-1200 or visit www.canton-
foundation.org.
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WATER ' Over the past 10 years, H ARDWARE
Canton Township trustees

FROM PAGE A1 " voted not to pass on waterand  FROM PAGE Al
sewerage increases to residents ‘

to hear the news about apos-  three times. Rateincreasesthe  “He was a captain for TWA
sible increase in her bill other seven years ranged from  and would fly over the corner

“I'm on a fixed income and 2.77 percent to 6.92 percent. of Ford and Merriman on
I don’t have the money,” said “If you lock at the history, his approach to the airport,”
Rae, who is cognizant of how Canton has actually not passed said Mathison. “He saw the
much water she uses. “I take a lot of these increases from city growing out along Ford

short showers, try to keep full ~ Detroit to consumers,” Trustee  Road, bought a piece of prop-
loads in the washing machine, Todd Caccamo said. “There’s  erty and opened the busi-

yell at my husband ifheleaves  been a time it’s been a sub- ness.”

the faucet dripping. I'm just sidy, if you will. The last two Mathison said despite hav-

sick of everything going up.” rate increases, that subsidy ing only one remaining store,
Faas said the proposed has been erased and therate ~ he believes his business has a

increase will go toward current  increases have been passed on, niche that will keep customers

operations and not to increase  so we're seeing some spikes.” comying back.

the $14.1 million waterand | Two other trustees appeared “The plumbing and bath-

sewer cash balance. to believe the rate increases room materials we sell are
“That money is sitting there ~ are a reality of the economic mostly American made,” he

in case we have to address situation. said. “We let customers know

maintenance, repair and “We're going to pay for it our cabinetry, tubs and other

replacement of the waterand  now or we're going to pay for it things are made in America

sewer system,” Faas said. later,” Trustee John Anthony  and show them the difference.”

“There’s been an erosion of said. “The rates aren’t going to

fund balance over the pastfive  get any better.”
vears and that’s largely been Trustee Pat Williams figured G 0 L F E RS
from a decrease in revenues it was going to cost his family 7 7

— especially from the private of five $250 more a year.

Has severe back pain or
sclatlca put your game on hold?

development side — that has “It’s bad news, but it is what Do you have degene:am tises, bulglng dlscsf hemlalad duscs. spma! stenosls, or fapet syndmme?
really impacted our operation.” it is,” Williams said. -
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Are you scheduled for spinal disc surgery?

Please, before you do anything hasty, order the free report that Shane L. Stanley,
DG is offering that describes a revolutionary new medical technology that is
sweeping the country, eliminating the need for back surgery.
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Fwioit ihorhs meet

Most of us take things like reading,
watching TV or playing cards for
granted. But poor vision from
conditions like macular degeneration,
glaucoma, diabetes or cataracts make
these tasks difficult or even
impossible. When people have
insufficient vision to do the things they
want to do they have low vision.

Dr. Smith, a Low Vision Specialist,
helps people with these types of eye
diseases see better. A Fellow of the

DIABETES RAISES GUM |
DISEASERISK ~ §

Parents of dichetic children :
should be awars that their children
may dispicy signs of %um diseose §

Specialists, Dr. Smith is one of a select
group of doctors serving the visually

impaired.
as early as age six. This note of §
coution comes  from  dental
resecrchers, who were surprised 10 g
feam that periocontal disease in §
diabetic children storts much §
earier than once thought. It also §
worsens In adolescence. When §
resacrchars examined the gums of §
young dicbetic children, they
found significantly more placue §
(the bactera-aden fim that
covers feeth and gets under gums) §
fhan wes observed cmong non-
diobetics. This finding underlines
he imporfance of having young
children,  especially  diabetic
chidren, undergo regular dental
exammnations. The eader a
problem i found the befter the
chance thot the denfist con
control if.

Do you have any questions
about  your children's dental
health? We can address any
coNcerns you may have about
their testh and gums. Cur
philosophy is not only fo treaf
dental  needs. but more
importantly, o educate our
patients to  prevent future
problems. To this end, our mission is
to provide open and free
communication and the highest
standard  of core in an
environment of heclth, mufual
understanding. and respect. We

“People don’t know that there are

experienced doctors who can help

. them with specialized low vision
care,” says Dr. Smith. Patients often
end up using weak, clumsy hand-held
magnifiers trying to help themselves
-see better. Conversely, Dr. Smith
prescribes hands-free devices that are
gasier to use.

In addition to the spectacle vision
aids, Dr. Smith offers training to help
people accomplish their daily
activities. Visual aids help patients
use their remaining vision to its fullest
capacity while rehabilitative training
improves the patient’s ability to carry
out necessary independent activities.

Of course, safeguarding present

201, Plymouth. Please call 734-
453-9413.

an important role in ensurln? the
hecith and placement of the

viewed cs expendable.

International Academy of Low Vision-

Michigan Eye
Helps Legally Blind

Dr. Sheldon Smith fits special glasses to help those
with macular degeneration and other eye conditions.

vision levels 1s crucial. Sun filters and
nutritional supplements can improve
vision and prevent further loss.

Leo Champange, wearing
special reading glasses

“It 5 wonderful to be able to see again.
I have a new lease on life!”

-Dr. Smith’s patient.
Special prismatic reading glasses and
microscopes help make reading a little
easier. Special reading glasses start at
$ 600 and custom telescopes can cost

from $ 1800 to $ 2500.

If you or someone you know is
struggling with their vision, call Dr.
Smith to find out how low vision care
can help. There is help available. You
just need to know where to find it.

Dr. Smith has offices in Warren,
Livonia and Greater Lansing. You can
reach Dr. Smith and Suburban Low

Vision of Michigan at:

877-677-2020
o s o o cosorie Dr. Sheldon Smith, O.D.

Member of the International Academy of Low Vlsmn Specnallsts
P, Primary ("baby”) teeth play www.JALYV b.(}rg

pemoner feeh inat ropace Interest Free Financing Now Available!
e www.suburbaneyecare.com
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BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Frank Mathisen works with a customer on a busy Friday afternoon at the Livonia store, which will remain open.
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Matthew and Guanar Nelsen, twin sons of rock legend Ricky Nelson and
grandsons of TV's 0zzie and Harriet Nelson, perform at a benefit concert for
the New Hope Center for Grief Support.

4

BY PAM FLEMING
STAFF WRITER

The baby boomers all
remember the TV show Ozzie
and Harriet.

Now the Nelson twins,
Matthew and Gunnar, the
grandsons of that famous
early TV couple, will pres-
ent the music of their father,
Ricky Nelson, in a fund-raiser
for Northville’s New Hope
Center for Grief Support, run
by Cathy Clough of Plymouth

Township.

The event takes place March
27 at the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill in Canton.

“Ricky Nelson Remembered”
will benefit the nonprofit
bereavement outreach work
of the center in downtown
Northville that is kicking off
its 10th anniversary year with
this performance.

The Nelson twins wrote the
90-minute program as a trib-
ute to their father. These young
men sing all their Dad’s hits

interwoven with family film
and outtakes from the “Ozzie
and Harriet” television show.

" The evening starts with
champagne cocktails and des-
serts at 7 p.m.

Patrons will be seated start-
ing at 7:40 p.m. for the 8 p.m.
performance.’

The Nelson twins will
remain after the performance
to meet guests and sigh auto-
graphs.

For tickets, phone the
Village Theater box office at
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Nelson twins set for New Hope fund-raiser at Village Theater

(734) 394-5300, or purchase
tickets online at www.canton-
mi.org/villagetheater.

Tickets are $52, with a por- -
tion of the ticket purchase
being tax-deductible,

New Hope Center for Grief
Support, located at 113 E. A
Dunlap St. in Northville, offers i
grief support to anyone who calls “
(248) 348-0115. Information is
also available online at www.
newhopecenternet.

pfleming@gannett.com | (248) 349-1700, Ext, 260

Oscar contest
winner gets ‘
yearlong movie
pass for two

Dorothy Deitch of Southfield
is the winner of the Observer &
Eccentric/Mirror/Hometouwn
Weeklies online Oscar contest.
Eight contestants picked the
winners in six different catego-
ries and four tie-breaker ques- i
tions (see below). ‘ . i
Deitch was selected in a :
random drawing. She won a
yearlong movie pass for two to
Emagine Theaters of Canton
and Novi. Seven other win-
ners will receive a pass for
two for a single showing at
Emagine Theater. They are
Bonnie Burkhardt of Canton
Township, Jimmy Orsag of
Rochester Hills, Brent Rau of
Novi, Denise Burke of Livonia,
Mayda Sagherian of West :
Bloomfield, Penelope Vert of :
Livonia and Margie Hengtgen

-of Dearborn,

The winners answered
the following questions cor-
rectly: Best Picture; Slumdog
Millionaire; Best Actor, Sean
Penn in Milk; Best Actress,
Kate Winslet in The Reader;
Best Animated Feature Film,
Wall-E; Best Supporting
Actor, Heath Ledger in
The Dark Knight; Best
Supporting Actress, Penélope
Cruz in Vieky Christina
Barcelona. Tie Breakers:
Best Directing, Slumdog
Millionaire; Best Musical
Score, Stumdog Millionaire; - -
Best Cinematography, Shusndog.
Millionaire; Best Documentary
Feature, Man on Wire. '

ON THE AGENDA

- Canton Board of Trustees

The board will hold a regular
meeting at 7 p.m., March 10
at the Canton Administrative
Building. Agenda items
include: .

GENERAL CALENDAR:

W Consider amendments to
planned development agree--
ment and the site plan for Wal-
Mart super center

W Consider the adoption
of the recommendations
from Municipal Services
and Finance and Budget on
the 2009 water and sewer
rates

B Consider the purchase of
replacement vehicle for the
Public Works Division, engi-
neering section

B Consider awarding the
engineering design services for
the 2009 water main replace-
ment and rehabilitation pro-
gram to Spa.ldmg Dedecker
Associates, inc,

B Consider authorizing
Wade Trim Associates to’
update Canton’s water distri-
bution system master plan

B Consider purchase of
water meters and metering
control devices for 2009

W Congider authorizing pay-
ment of $25,432 for member-
ship in the Alliance of Rouge-
Communities :

B Consider award of bid for
the spring 2009 tree planting
program.

®-Consider authorizing

~ Comcast to relocate their facili-

ties along Geddes Road in the
vicinity of Beck Road

W Waive the bidding process
and approve emergency repaxrs
to patrol vehicle

tt}Year' .
IPERATURE

) EBELT + LIVONIA
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