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Loffee meetings

“Surviving and Thriving” in
this tough economic climate will
be the topie of conversation when
the Canton Marketing Partners
get together with Canton husiness
people over coffee on March 10 at
the new Comfort Suites hotel on
Haggerty north of Ford.

The group, which has held
similar meetings in the past, will
discuss a variety of resources that
are available to businesses to help
them survive. Also there willbe a
presentation by Tammy Thompson
from the Small Business &
Technology Development Center
at Schoolcraft College. The SBTDC
offers free counseling to new and
existing businesses.

The Canton Marketing Partners,
comprised of the Canton Downtown
Development Authority, the
Canton Chamber of Commerce,
and Canton Leisure Services, con-
tinue to work together to promote
the Canton business community.
Their ShopCanton brand encour-
ages residents and shoppers from
neighboring communities to do their
shopping in Canton. Special events,
like the summer Friday evening jazz
concert series, have drawn hundreds
of new shoppers to the area to dis-
cover all that Canton has to offer.

The coffee meetings are free of
charge and will be held two different
times to accommodate busy sched-
ules. You can register for either the
8-9:30 a.m. session or the 1-2:30 p.an.
session by calling (734) 453-4040,

Young Marines

The Canton Young Marines are
looking for a few good boys and
girls to join the unit. The group,
which is open to students between
the ages of 8 and high school, will
start-a 13-week “boot camp” begin-
ning March 23. They meet weekly
from 5-7:30 p.m., each Monday at
Summit on the Park in Canton.

The Young Marines, which is the
official youth program of the U.S.
Marine Corps, focus on character
building, leadership and promot-
ing a healthy, drug-free lifestyle.
During this program, participants
learn general subjects such as his-
tory, customs, and courtesies, close
order drill, physical fitness, and
military rank structure.

After gradnating from the “boot
camp,” the youth have the oppor-
tunity to learn more new skills,
earn rank, wear the Young Marine
uniform and work toward ribbon
awards. Young Marines earn rib-
bon awards for achievement in
areas such as leadership, commu-
nity service, swimrning, academic
excellence, CPR, first aid, and
drug resistance education.

For more information, visit www,
cantonyoungmarines.com or con-
tact Charles Volker at (734) 981~
5059. The group is limited to 20
applicants. Orientation classes start
March 16. Applications need to be
submitted no later than March 9
(after that it is'a case by case basis).

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Walk into Duane Holik’s
Pittsford Street garage and
you'll find carpet on the floor
and heat flowing from the
house to keep his baby warm.

Holik’s baby — a purple pas-
sion colored 1972 Ford Pinto
original nostalgia car — gets all
the comforts of home, including
its own room.

“My wife doesn’t even know
the comfort of using the garage
to park her car inside,” Holik,
58, of Canton Township said
while smiting.

The garage is where Holik
keeps the car that took him
nearly five years to build, com-
pleting it in 1976 and showing
it in the 1977 Autorama. Holik
will show his pride and joy for
a sixth time March 6-8 at the
Autorama at Cobo Center.

“I got the basic chassis and
put a steel Pinto body on it,”
Holik said. “It has all our own
chassis and suspension parts on
it. I designed the fuel injection
and ignition system. I built the
wing out of an old metal draft-
ing table from Ford. And I've
been upgrading it for racing
ever since.”

The Pinto has a 540-cubic-
inch, 900-horsepower Chevrolet
engine, which Holik built with
the help of friends.

Holik has been racing since
he was 15 years old, starting
with a 1960 Ford Falcon with a
big V-8 engine.

I drove the car on the street,
but toek everything out and
built my own motor and trans-
mission and put in a bigger rear
end,” Holik said. “It didn’t go
very fast, but we didn't know
any better back then.”

Holik’s wife, Carol, used
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Duane, Carol and daughter Samantha Holik pose with his 1972 Ford Pinto at their Canton home.

Purple pride and joy

Canton man's souped-up ‘72 Pinto to be featured at Autorama

Te into is powered by a fuel injécte. 540 cubic inc Chevroletbig blok ni.e.

to attend all of Duane’s races
because it was the only place
she could be with him.

“We didn’t date. He was
always working on the car,”
said Carol Holik, who has
been married to her race car .
husband for nearly 30 years. “I
used to be at the races all the
time to videotape them and 1
was nervous if I wasn't there.
Now, after having kids, if he
says he’s going racing I say,
‘Goodbye.

“I still worry because he
wants to go faster and faster,”

she added. “It’s in his blood.”

Holik has owned a 1970
Ford Mustang Boss and a 1963
Chevrolet Nova (“I wish I had
that ane back”) before building
the Pinto, He still drag races
a handful of times a year on
tracks in Michigan and neigh-
boring states, taking the Pinto
up to 164 mph,

“I just love it,” Holik said.
“And I like showing it (at
Autorama) becanse part of the
fun is talking race cars.”

tbruscato@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637
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Judge bans public,

victim’s family from

‘thrill kill' hearing

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

‘When Birmingham psychiatrist Gary Shiener
testified Friday at a hearing to determine
whether convicted killer Jean Pierre Orlewicz
should get a new trial, not many people were
around to hear it.

Including the parents of Orlewicz’s victim.

Third Circuit Judge Bruce Morrow banned
the public and the media from attending the
hearing for Orlewicz, the Plymouth Township
teenager convicted last spring in the stabbing
and beheading death of Daniel Sorensen, a 25-
year-old from River Rouge.

While it was unclear what Shiener was saying
Friday, he did interview Orlewicz once in jail
prior to his trial last spring,

However, Judge Annette Berry, who presided
over Orlewicz’s trial, ruled in a pretrial hearing
March 31 that Shiener wouldn't be allowed to testi-
fy. Shiener had said at the time he thought a second
interview was necessary, but it never happened.

The victim’s parents, Jim and Kim Sorensen
of Westland, said they understood the judge’s
desire to protect the families, but they were dis-
appointed at his decision.

“This young man murdered our son,” Jim
Sorensen said. “We understand (Morrow) did it
out of respect for the Orlewicz family and any
sensitive issues that may have been raised. But
we should have been in there.”

The closed hearing was requested by
Orlewicz’s attorney, Elizabeth Jacobs, who said
afterward Shiener’s testimony may not be heard
in a potential new trial.

“There’s no reason to taint a jury panel, which
is what happened the first time,” she said.

Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy said

_She did not want the courtroom closed.

“Thié Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office is at
a:loss to understand why the Sorensen family;
the public and the press were excluded from the

reason given by the court fOl‘;ﬂllS

' actmn‘ It is my firm belief that court proceed-

ings should be an open and transparent process.”
rs donvicted Orlewicz of killing Serensen
father’s Canton home Nov. 7, 2007.

Orlewicz is serving a mandatory lie sentence
for first-degree murder. Accomplice Alexander
Letkemann pleaded guilty to second-degree mur-

der in exchange for his testimony against Orlewicz.

Letkemann is serving a sentence of 20-30 years.
The hearing was adjourned Friday and is
expected to continue April 24.

" BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGR
Jean Pierre Orlewicz of Plymouth Township was back in

court Friday, seeking a new trial following his conviction
for killing and beheading Daniel Sorenson of River Rouge.
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Rotary poker fund-raiser

The Canton Rotary Club
will host a “Texas Hold-em”
tournament fund-raiser at 5
p.m., March 4-7 (Wednesday-
Saturday) at Town and
Country Lanes, 1100 S. Wayne
Road, Westland (south of
Cherry Hill}. After all payouts,
all additional money will be
used by the Rotary Club for
local programs. For more
information call (734) 787-
5758 or (734) 722-5000.

Young Marines fund-raiser

Canton Young Marines,
a national non-profit youth
service organization, witl
host its All You Can Eat
Pancake Breakfast from 9-
noon, Sunday, March 15 at the
‘Wayne AmVets Post 171, 1217
S. Merriman Road, Westland.

Menu will include pancakes,
bacon, sausage, assorted fruit,
Jjuice, coffee and milk for
$7.50 per person. Call.ahead
carry-outs available at (734)
729-8930 and donations are
gladly accepted. For more
information, please call Sheryl
Lamarand at (734) 737-9748
and leave a message.

Arts and crafts show

The 5th Annual Plymouth-
Canton Marching Band Spring
Arts & Crafis Ensemble, which
is a juried art and craft exhibi-
tion hosted by the Plymouth-
Canton Music Boosters, will
take place from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.,
March 14 at Plymouth High
School. Exhibitors include
makers of handerafted jewelry,
holiday gifts, floral arrange-
ments, purses, wood crafts,
glass works, clothing & linens,
paintings, painted glass orna-
ments, and more. In addi-
tion to the 100-plus exhibits,
there will be food, baked
goods, a raffle, and entertain-
ment by local musicians and
artists throughout the day.
Admittance is $2.

All proceeds go towards the
band and color guard pro-
grams at the Plymouth Canton
Educational Park. This year
in particular, the boosters are
working to raise enough funds
to replace the aging semi-
trailer used by the Plymouth-
Canton Marching Band to
transport all the large band
instruments to many competi-
tions and events. The trailer
has been repaired numerous

times and must be replaced for
future band seasons.

For more information visit
www.pcmb.net/arteraft.

Football boosters

The Plymouth Wildcats
foothall'booster board will
host a meet and greet at 7
p.m. on Tuesday, March 3 at
Plymouth High School, Room
#701, All parents of incom-
ing Plymouth freshman and
parents of current Plymouth
football players are invited
to attend. Refreshments and
desserts will be served. The
Flymouth Wildcats Football
Booster Club meets on the
first Tuesday of each month at
7 p.m. All Plymouth football
parents are encouraged to
attend.

Canton Follies

Destination Theatre, in
cooperation with Canton
Township, will present the
third annual Canton Follies
March 12-14 at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill. This
vear’s all new show will be a
musical review of one hit won-
ders of the 50s through 80s.
The Canton Follies is a yearly
tradition that brings together
Jocal singers and dapcers from
the Canton area. Produced by
Pam Rossi, music direction by
Kylee Phillips and choreogra-
phy by Craig Nichols.

Tickets are $15 for general
admission, and may be pur-
chased at DestinationTheater.
org. Tickets are also avail-
able at Canton’s Summit on
the Park box office, 46000
Summit Parkway, (734) 394~
5460.

Talented artists

In keeping with its dedica-
tion to promoting the work
of local artists, Lotus Arts
Gallery announced the Second
Annual Local Artist Exhibit.

This exhibition will show-
case the extraordinary work
of some of Michigan’s talented
artists. Fifteen exciting artists
wilt be displaying their work.
Their styles are as unique and
diverse as their chosen media.
This eclectic array of artwork
ineludes paintings in oils and
acrylics, pen and ink render-
ings, works on paper, ceramic
pieces, photography and
mixed media on paper and
canvas.

Designed to feature local
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Once a cop, always a cop

Retired Detroit Police Officer Walter Moore (center}, a Canton resident,
reached his 90th birthday in February and got to celebrate with some of
his friends, including Al Keaho {left) and Ray Lloyd, at a recent Detroit
Police Choirboys meeting. Moore worked in several Detroit precincts and
retired in 1971. The Detroit Police Choir Boys, a fraternal organization of
police officers, meef every month at the Robert H. Jones Councit Knights
of Columbus Hall in Linceln Park. More than 400 members join together for

dinner and friendship.

artistic endeavors, this exhi-
bition encourages public
dialogue, understanding, and
enjoyment of visual art.

The public can preview the
exhibition and meet the art-
ists at the opening reception
on Friday, March 6, from 6
to 9 p.m. Lotus Arts Gallery
is located at 995 West Ann
Arbor Trail (corner of Ann
Arbor Trail and Harvey Street)
in downtown Plymouth. Enjoy
complimentary hors d'oeuvres,
beverages, and conversations
with the artists.

The exhibition will be on
display March 6-27. The public
is welcome to view the exhibit
during gallery hours between
11 a.m. and 5 p.m., Tuesday
through Saturday. If you have
any questions, or for more
information, please contact
the gallery toll free at (888)
889-4ART or at (754) 453-
5400.

Charity bowl-a-thon

Seedlings’ 22nd Annual
Bowl-A-Thon for Braille Books
will take place Sunday, March

- 22, at the Super Bowl Lanes

in Canton. This event will
help put braille books into the
hands of blind children. There
will be many great raffle
prizes and the bowlers who
raise the most pledges will

be eligible for top prize pack-

8-Week
Spring Session |
Aprit 12-Jupe 13
March 16-21 |

Current Student
Enroliment

March 23
Open Enrollment Begins

Call to Schadulel
Sign-up on the same
day and racieve

| $10 OFF Your
;' Registration Fee!

Must present this ad o
redeem offer,

ages. The 2009 goal is to buy
25,000 braille books.

Register or pledge a bowler
online or download a brochure
at www.seedlings.org under
the “special events” section.
Bowlers will receive three
games, lunch, a goody bag, and
a free ticket for a chance raffle
drawing. Tax-deductible door
prize and lane or T-shirt spon-
sorships are still available to
local businesses. Register now
and reserve a spot at the event.
The registration deadline is
March 7, and the minimum
donation per bowler is $50.

Seedlings Braille Books for
Children is a non-profit orga-
nization in Livonia dedicated
to increasing the opportunity
for braille literacy by providing
high quality, low-cost braille
books for blind children. Every
$10 earned at this bowl-a-thon
will create one more book.
Last year, bowlers raised more
than $23,000 to provide blind
children access to popular
children’s books in braille and
to bring them the materials
they need to “read and suc-
ceed.”

For more information, visit
www.seedlings.org.

Canton Toastmasters

The Canton Communicators
Toastmasters Club, a non-
profit group where members

| | oPEN GYM

: Fridays

] Gpm-dpm
Saturdays
1pm-3pm

NO Membership
Required!

learn both communication
and leadership skills, meets
every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
at the Canton Coney Island at
8533 Lilley Road, just south of
Joy Road, in the Golden Gate
Plaza. Visitors are always wel-
come. For more information,
please contact Bennie at (734)
646-2237.

Business Network
Professionals

Business Network
Professionals, a local chap-
ter of Business Network
International, meets weekly on
Wednesday mornings from 7~
8:30 a.m. at the Canton Coney
Island (at the corner of Lilley
and Joy roads). Any person
in business in the Plymouth,
Canton and surrounding avea
is invited to attend as a guest
and meet with other busi-
nesspersons, for purposes of
networking, referrals, and sup-
poriing one another.

Contact Bill MacFarland,
chapter president, at (734) 812-
3845 for more information.

LWV scholars

The League of Women
Voters of Northwest Wayne
County announces a $1,000
scholarship to be awarded in
June to a qualified United

States citizen, male or female,

college undergraduate.

Applicants must reside
in the LWV’s service area
{Canton, Garden City,
Livonia, Wayne County por-
tion of Northville, Plymouth,
Redford, Wayne or Westland);
attend a Michigan college or
university; major in govern-
ment, political science or pub-
lic policy; and be entering the
third or fourth year of under-
graduate study.

Additional information and
the scholarship application
can be found at the League’s
Web site at www.lwynww.org
(click on 2009 Scholarship
Application). Applications must
be postmarked by April 17.

Salem football alumni

If you ever played football
for 8alem High School, a
group of alumni would love
to hear from you. The Salem
Linebackers Booster Club will
be hosting a dinner (date and
time to be determined) with
all Salem alumni invited. They
would like to know your name,
vear graduated, phone num-
ber, address and e-mail.

E-mail or call Don Turper at
(734) 812-0504 or dturner@
longwalkpartners.com..

The Salem Linebackers
Booster Club is also assem-

bling a team of former, current
and future high school band
members from any school to
play at Salem Rocks home
(and possibly away) games.
This is open to anyone who
can play an instrument and
would be interested in joining
the group in the stands at the
Salem Rocks foothall games.
No marching required. For
more information, contact
Don Turner at {734) 812-0504
or dturner@longwalkpart-
ners.com.

Preschool open house

Plymouth Children’s
Nursery, 5825 N. Sheldon
Road, will host a co-op pre-
school open house on Mar. 21
from 10 a.m.-noon. The pre-
school offers classes for ages 2
1/2 to 5. They now offer a 4 day
per week class for young 5.
The school’s teachers instruct
each child through academic,
social, and emotional learning
by using & play-based philoso-
phy. For more information,
contact Sue Fairchild at (734)
844-0395.

Grief support group

The Compassionate Coffee
Hour is an ongoing grief
support group for widows
and widowers hosted by
Compassionate Care Hospice.
The group is held 3-4 p.m.
on the third Thursday of
every month at Heartland
Healthcare Center, 7025 N,
Lilley Road, Canton. The focus
of the group is on the later
stages of grief, with an empha-
sis on learning to live with
the loss. This group is open to
anyone grieving the loss of a
spouse or partner. There is no
charge. For more information,
contact Ann Christensen at
{734) 983-9050.

Divorce support group

DivorceCare, a divorce
recovery seminar and support
group meets at Calvary Baptist
Church (43065 Joy Road,
Canton) each Wednesday at 7
p-m. Child care and children
ministries programs are pro-
vided. DivorceCare features
nationally recognized experts
on divorce and recovery top-
ics. Seminar sessions include
“Facing My Anger,” “Facing
My Loneliness,” “Depression,”
“New Relationships,”
“KidCare” and “Forgiveness.”

This is a safe place where
confidentiality is required. If
you are divorced, separated, or
considering either, this could
be a good fit for you.

For more information, call
Tony and Jean Laughter at
(734) 981-1767." :
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Tired of seeing RED? Tun your unwanted items into GREEN! |

Auction It TODAY of Canton is a convenient place to have a professional sell your iiems on
sBay®. We have the reputation and experience necessary to get your items noticed by
millions of buyers all around the world,

It takes 1.9 hours to list an item for the average eBayar. Because of this our service is vetry
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At Auction-It TODAY we:

1, Professionally photograph the items
2. Research a proper description and placement on eBay
3. Answer all bidding questions
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5. Professionally pack and ship
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Don Douglass of Canton's a
big fan of his library.

“I think it’s probably one
of the best ones there is,” the
retired Westland John Glenn
High School administrator
said of the Canton Public
Library.

He likes the vast book col-
lection, including reference
titles, as well as DVDs and
videos.

“I enjoy going in and watch-
ing the kids in their library,”
he said. “The people that work
there are very cooperative and
understanding. They're great
people.

“They treat the patrons very
well, kind, considerate, under-
standing,” Douglass added.

He’s not alone in his assess-
ment of Canton’s library. The
“Library Journal” recently
recognized Canton with a
three-star rating on its Index
of Public Library Service,
Canton and the Ann Arbor
District Library were the only
two Michigan public libraries
so landed.

“We were very surprised,”
said Eva Davis, library direc-
tor, of the rating in the Feb.

15 issue. Davis, who has been
at the helm a year, noted it’s
the first time for the “Library
Journal” rating.

“We were thrilled,” she said.

The rating was based on
2006 data looked at by Ray
Lyons and Keith Curry Lance,
among more than 7,000 U.S,
libraries. Areas examined
were per capita circulation,
library visits, program atten-
dance, and public Internet
use.

Davis noted Canton’s 85,000
residents checked out some 1.8
million items in 2008, Usage
in 2008 was up 11 percent
from 2007.

“I think that has alot to do
with the recession,” Davis said.

Some people have cut their
Internet access at home, and
many are seeking jobs online.

“So we're seeing an increase
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- Earning three stars

Canton library one of two in state to earn natlonal recognition
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Canton Library Director Eva Davis helps Genevieve Merenda with an Internet search. Behind Daws is Sabrina Eyob. The Canton Library earned high marks for
several criteria including Internet use and the number of patrons using the library,

there as well. We're seeing peo-
ple in the Hbrary we haven't
seen in years.”

Davis said free Internet
access and fax service for
resumes bring the patrons in
as well.

“We have always been a
community center for Canton.
Some people knew that and
some didn't”

The library on Canton
Center Road by the township
administration building has
a quiet study space, as well as

" gathering places for collab-

orative work by students and
others.

“Those tend to be grouped
in spaces where we're more
tolerant of noise,” she said.

Davis praised the library
board as visionary.

“We want to be the
best library in the state of
Michigan,” she said.

Staff and volunteers such as
Don Douglass, who reboxes
and cleans DVDs, are a great
help. Davis also cited the
support of the Friends of the
Library.

“Everyone here works really
hard and I think this is a good
acknowledgement of their

work and dedication,” she said.
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Prescription Plans - Supplement Plans
- Top Rated Companies

If you are losing company-paid benefits,
or are new to Medicare,

cail us at (248) 937-1260

We'll even let you use our FREE Coin Counter' to

add them up.

Make your IRA contributions, 401(k)
rollover, or transfer any day of the week
- at Michigan’s most convenient bank.

Now that’s convenient!

MEMBER FDIC raises depositor insurance
coverage from $100,000 to
at least $250,0001%

FDIC

Visit your neighborhood TCF Bank lacation
or call 1-800-TCF-BANK {1-800-823-2265).

Open 7 aysm

2008 TCF National Bank. 'Coin counting machines are free for TOF Customers. "The failawing TOF Totaliy Free IRA Savings Annual Par-
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details and eligibifity Himitations. *On Octaber 3, 2008, FBIC deposit insurance tampaerarily insreased from $186,000 to $250.000 per
gepositer through December 31, 2009, waw fctbank.com,

“I think that the public notices
that and appreciates that.”

The library’s in a strategic
planning process, and eager to
hear from patrons what servic-
es should remain with fewer
resources available. Davis and
others welcome feedback “so
we can focus our dollars on
those activities.”

For now theyre proud of the
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OPEN HOUSE

.Thursday,-March 5th
6:00 to 8:00 pm

rating from “Library Journal,”
anticipated to become annual
(Ann Arbor’s library got five
stars). Davis said it helps
libraries aim high in emulat-
ing services and strategies
that work. A total of 256 U.S.
libraries were recognized.

For more information about
the library, visit www.can-
tonpl.org.
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ROLLING!

3 Year Preschool » 4 Year Preschool

iy Acacicmic Fathws

A Cooperative Preschool

o j/g LT
e Alarsan
> FAMILY

'FURNITURE

Ve 've Got The Good Sufl?”
QUALITY FURNITURE » GREAT PRICES
32104 Plymouth Road e Livonia

734 525 1737

v AFFORDABLE Tuition!!! ,

+ Experienced, Certified Teacher with
BS in Elementary Education

¢ Potty Training NOT Required

 Individualized Attention

30330 Schoolcraft Road + Livonia
734-844-8147

www.academicpathwayspreschool.com.
the basis of raee, rellgion, sex, creed, color, aftonatity or ethic origin,
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Airport with each having the
opportunity to be in a couple of
scenes. '

“Three of us were near the
snack machine and it worked
out nice because I got to be
next to George Clooney for a
couple of seconds,” Christine
Wofford said. “That was a
thrill. We're not allowed to
make eye contact with them or
speak to them, but he came to
our area and said ‘Good morn-
ing.’ He was very nice.”

Gary Wofford, 57, also had
two scenes, one with Clooney at
the Hertz rental car desk.

“I was waiting in line and
he was right behind me,” said
Gary Wotford, who had never
done any kind of acting before.
“At first I thought ‘Oh, no, I
hope I don't have to speak or
move.! But, we had rehearsed
the scene a few times and 1 felt
confident in.what I had to do.”

Gary Wofford was able to
sitag the rental car lease agree-
ment signed by Clooney, in
which the actor also wrote “It’s
nice being here.” It was also
signed by actress Vera Farmiga.

The Woffords weren't in any
scenes as a couple, but they
walked past each other and
“we would wink” said Gary
Wotford.

‘While the Woffords aren't
looking for careers in the movie
industry, Christine said with more
movies being filmed in Michigan
she'd like to do more acting.

“I'm going to get more
involved,” she said. “I think I'm
going to send some head shots
to different agencies.”

Of course, every womarn
wants to know what it’s like
being with Clooney, one of the -
most eligible bachelors around.

“My heart was beating ... it
was extremely exciting,” said
Christine Wofford. “He is
extremely good looking, very
handsome and has a really
deep voice.”

But, would she ever consider
leaving her husband to be with
the sexy Clooney?

“In a heartbeat,” she said.
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How do you spell H-a-p-p-
o5

While that's not a hard
question, third-graders in the
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools received a tool that
will allow them to spell more
challenging words. The
Plymouth Canton Kiwanis
Breakfast Club recently dis-
tributed over 1,400 dictionar-
ies to all the third-graders
throughout the district.

The club is committed to the
dictionary project and with
this year’s distribution the club
has provided over 5,500 dic-
tionaries in the last four years.
The dictionary is the student’s
to keep and use throughout
the school year and beyond.

“Reading and reading com-
prehension are key elements
in a child’s development,” said
Kiwanis spokesman Mark Ott.
“By encouraging an interest
on the part of students, it is
hoped that they spend time
reading and writing to develop
those skills for the future. In
addition to standard defini-
tions, the book also includes
biographies of the U.S.
Presidents, the Declaration
of Independence, and the
Planets, just to name a few
topics.”

Ot said people who wonder,
“Do they appreciate a diction-
ary in the electronic age?”
need only read the fan mail
the club has received over the
years. Among actual quotes
culled from the mail; “Thank
you again for the spectacular
gift. It was truly awesome;”
“Thank you for the sweet dic-
tionary. They are very cool;”
and “T thank you for scoo
much for the great dlctlonary
Ineeded one so badly it’s not
even funny.”

“Parent comments via let-

Spelling success

Plymouth Canton Kiwanis Breakfast Club gives word power to third-graders

The Plymeuth Canton Kiwanis Breakfast Club distributed over 1,400 dictionaries to all the third-graders throughout the Piymouth-Canton district.

ter and e-mail expressed their
appreciation for the club’s
efforts and that their children
were fascinated by the books
beyond the dictionary usage
especially to sections.such at

biographies of the presidents
and the alphabet in ‘sign lan-
guage,” Ott said.

Kiwanis is a global organi-
zation of volunteers serving
the world one child, and one

comnunity at a time. In addi-
tion to this event, the club
works with First Step, the
Salvation Army, and Youth
Leadership Canton. The ciub
relies on community support

to make its programs success-
ful, and there are many oppor-
tunities to give back to the
community. The Kiwanis club
is one of them.

Any questions about the

Dictionary Project, or the
Plymouth Canton Kiwanis
Breakfast Club, can be direct-
ed to (734) 981-0460 or the
club’s Web site at www.pckl-
wanis.org.

* Electricity
* Heat

» Central Air
» Water

every day

* Emergency response system
» Continental breakfast

You cant aff
Ask about a complimentary one week

Can you 1mag1ne all these services and

amenities for LESS than $50 per day?

* Private Studio Apartment

* Exquisite Chef Prepared Meals

+ Scheduled Transportation
* Weekly laundry & flat
~linen service
» Housekeeping every other week

» Companionship with your peers
* The peace of mind knowing

that we provide a 24 hour
courtesy staff

ford not to check us out!
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14707 Northville Road
Plymouth, MI 48170
(734) 453-2600

www.seniorvillages.com * A Senior Village Community

Toayes:

10:00am - 5:00pm Mon-Sat.
Sunday by appointment and after hours

éx Judependence for vor ~ Pesor of wmind for your fomsly
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Plymouth Christian Academy

Plymouth Christian Preschool, a division of
Plymouth Christian Academy, announced new,
lower preschool tuition for 2009-2010.

Applications are being accepted for 3-, 4- and
yvoung 5-year-old classes. The school’s Web site -

www.plymouthchristian.org - has more complete

information. Classroom visits can be arranged
by calling the school at (734) 459-3505.

M Plymouth Christian Academy is also
announcing flexible kindergarten scheduling,
including four or five full days per week, for the
2009-2010 school year. Applications are now
being accepted for all classes.

Central Michigan

Jordan Dix of Plymouth has been named to
the President’s List for the Fall 2008 semester
at Central Michigan University.

Dix, a Canten High Scheol graduate, earned
the recognition by achieving a perfect 4.0 grade
point average for the semester.

Alma College

Three area students made the Dean’s List for
the Fall 2008 semester at Alma College.

Students who achieve a 3.5 or better grade
point average during a term, while carrying a
minimum of 13 credits, at least eight of which are

evaluative grades, are named to the Dean’s List.

Students inclede Carolyn Commissaris of
Plymouth, who graduated from Salem High
School; and Stephanie McGuire (John Glenn
High School} and Christine Wheatley (Salem
High School), hoth of Canton.

Olivet Dean's List

Christopher Gregory and Benjamin
Kosmalski, both of Canton, made the Olivet
College fall semester Dean’s List. To make the
Dean’s List, a student must be full-time and
earn a grade point average of 3.5 or higher.

Honor Society membership

Western Michigan University student and
Canton resident Daniel Matthew Nowak
accepted membership and was initiated into
National Alpha Larobda Delta Honor Society
for First Year Students on Feb. 15.

Alpha Lambda Delta is a national honor
society that recognizes and encourages aca-
demie excellence among first year students.
Membership is open to full-time freshmen
students who earn a scholastic average of 3.5 or
better at a four-year college or university.

Daniel has taken an oath to continue to
“maintain high scholarship and to use my edu-
cation for the benefit of my community, my
nation, and the world in which we live.”

i\) J.i _...-XJ Jl

Keith J. Pierce, MD
Internal Medicine
38525 Eight Mile Road

Livonia, Ml 48152

248.321.6612
Call for Directions!
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LaJoy to tout positives at first State of the Township

BY KURT KUBAN | the Township  government relations commit-
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER address will tee for the Chamber. He said STATE OF THE TUWH_SHW .
take place at the first program took place at Who: Canton Supervisor Phil
Despite a wicked economy the Canton Fellows Creek Golf Course. LaJoy
that has the country and Chamber of “I never thought it would be When: Noon March 5 during
region in a funk, new Canton Ll Commerce’s me giving the address. And at Canton Chamber of Commerce’s .
Township Supervisor Phil | monthly lun- the beautiful Village Theater luncheon N ' BUY = §EE-E~ D I
LaJoy says he will focus on % cheon. to boot,” he said. *It is a dream Where: Village Theater MEW < YSE |
Sgr;};ilfxﬂi;tgziifgt&es%iz’ton Lalor irggyangzgi Cog})izg;;ats or more informa- Tickets: Luncheon costs $20 $5.00 Admission FREE MODEL SHOBT
. . . ! . : - $2.00 Student (with L0.)  Spensored by Camera C@m-'xeei’mm
State of the Township address  said he helped start the State  tion, call the Canton Chamber | in advance and $25 at the door
Thursday at the Village of the Township program years  of Commerce at (734 453- More info: Call Chamber at ® 4 hoolcraft ® f 1
Theater at Cherry Hill. ago when he served on the 4040, {734} 453-4040 VFW POF?; gg?s it ggpl ﬂgﬂsﬁgﬂgﬂ;ﬁgﬁv g '795;{ Ed_ 0 d
“What I want to do is talk LS, il Lumcm

about where we are in Canton,
and some of the programs

we have in place,” he said.
“Everyone knows the economy
is struggling. And I will talk
about that. But I will also talk
about our strengths,”

LaJoy said be will specifi-
cally discuss a new economic
development program the
township has developed, as
well as highlight some of the
economic successes of the last
year including new commer-
cial developments.

“In such a difficult time, I'm - A B T . - . ‘i T
going to try to be as positive as JERE S I e TN " Unlimited calling to any 10 numbers,
1 can be. We can get through ! A ‘ | - o T
this. We have a lot to be proud S N el B e e /& Anywhere in America. Anytime.

of in Canton,” he said.
As in year's past, the State of A _ 4

Oscar contest
Winner qetS ‘ : S e e o : Shp| é t&s{féggn atny Nﬁ;on\sﬁde Family
yearlonq movie ' =7 SharePlan® wi nytime Minutes or more.
pass for two

Dorothy Deitch of Southfield
is the winner of the Observer €9
Eccentric/Mirror/Hometown
Weeklies online Oscar contest.

33

Y1 "% on any Nationwide Single-Line Plan
with 900 Anytime Minutes or more.

Activation fees, taxes & other charges apply.¥

500 &y net

Eight contestants picked the Plus, get unlimited talk with America’s Largest
winpers in six different catego- Mobile to Mobile Calling Family. Over 80 million strong.
ries and four tie-breaker ques- 9
tions (see below), '

Deitch was selected in a
random drawing. She won a
vearlong movie pass for two to
Emagine Theaters of Canton
and Novi. Seven other win-
ners will receive a pass for
two for a single showing at
Emagine Theater. They are
Bonnie Burkhardi of Canton
Township, Jimmy Orsag of
Rochester Hills, Brent Rau of
Novi, Denise Burke of Livonia,
Mayda Sagherian of West
Blpoomfield, Penelope Vert of
Livonia and Margie Hengtgen
of Dearborn. .

The winners answered T
the following questions cor- .
rectly: Best Picture, Slumdog 100% amazing. 50% off! Our best Samsung phones,
Millionaire; Best Actor, Sean
Penn in Milk; Best Actress,
Kate Winslet in The Reader;
Best Animated Feature Film,
Wall-E; Best Supporting
Actor, Heath Ledger in
The Dark Knight; Best
Supporting Actress, Penélope
Cruz in Vicky Christina
Bareelona. Tie Breakers: cor Coe "
Best Directing,SIumdog o mmrere IR T e e B T -
Millionaire; Best Musical : 3
Score, Slumdog Millionaire; ' 1'87 7'28UY'VZW -
Best Cinematography, Slumdog

i

Samsung Alias™ Samsung Sway™

3 __Visxtvzw.cemfmyver;m to e
= U manage your account onling
mgg 2y pﬁm 5?@ma1; i anid set up your Friends & ?amsly
hate debitcard. Withnew 241, { numbers roday :
H .
;

§99.59 -y, price — §50
maik-in rebate debit card,
With new 2-yz. activation.

| mail-in rebate debit card,
W}th new 2-yr. activation.

activation envoke planwith -
aimiall feawre, arema il plan,

< verizonwireless.com

Millionaire; Best Documentary N S : P e AUTHORIZE B2 Equipment prices, models & return policy vary by location. :
Feature, Man on Wire. Authorized RetalEers may impaose additional equipment-retated charges, including canceltation fees.
ALLEN PARK 3123 Fairlane Dr. 313-271-9255 & E
AUBURN HILLS Great Lakes Crossing Mall 248-253-1799 BLOOMFIELD HILLS ORTONVILLE
K“ﬂw THE scgn[ BRIGHTON 5159 Challis, Ste. C 810-225-473% Wirsless Network 248-593-3400 Wireless Zone 248-884-1966 '
: CANTON 42447 Ford Rd. 734-844-0481 CANTON OXEORD
CLINTON TOWNSHIP Celiular and More 734-404-0191, Yireless Network 248-628-8400 :
theck 0 the aumbers e 17370 Hall Rd. 586-226-4977 7349817440 PLYMOUTH
DEARBORN 24417 Ford Rd. 313-278-44%1 % CLARKSTON 20720 Communications 734-456-3200
Fairlane Mall 213-441-0168 Celtular Technologies 248-625-1201 Wireless USA 734-414-9510
DETROIT 14126 Woodward 313-869-7392 CLAWSON ROCHESTER
300 Renalssance Center 313-567-4055 Communications USA 248-280-6350 Wireless Network 248-608-0010
FARMINGTON HILLS COMMERCE ROYAL OQAK
31041 Orchard Lake Rd. 248-538-9900 Celiular Source 248-360-5400 Fusion Comsmunications 248-549-7700
FENTON 17245 Silver Plowy. 810-629-2733 Wireless Tomorrow 248-669-1200 SOUTH LYON
FT. GRATIOT 4129 24th Ave, 810-385-1231 DAVISON Cell Ciry 248-587-1100 i
LAKE ORION 2531 S Lapeer Rd. 248-353-6800 Wireless LUSA 248-395-2222 SOUTHFIELD
LIVONIA 29523 Plymouth Rd. 734-513-9077 FARMINGTON HILLS Wireless USA 248-395-2222
MONROE 2161 Mali Rd. 734-241-4099 Cellular City 248-848-8800 . ST.CLAIR
NORTHVILLE 20580 Haggerty Rd. 734-779-0148 Wiretess USA 248-395-2222 Fusion Cormmunications 810-388-9950
NOWVI 43025 12 Mile Rd, 248-305-6500 FT. GRATIOT STERLING HEIGHTS
: Twelve Oaks Mall 248-735-3973 Wireless Solutions 810-385-3400 Wireless Network 586-9G7-1777
1 5 PONTIAC/WATERFORD 454 Telegraph Rd 248-335-0900 GROSSE POINTE Wireless Zone 586-7%5-8610
Famlly Owned an& Operate& ROCHESTER HILLS 3035 S. Rochester Rd. 248-853-0550 Wilaiess Zone 313-417-1000 TROY
|  Cromation . ROYAL GAK 3194] Woodward Ave, 248-549»4??7 MACOMB The Wiraless Shop 248-458-11 ‘
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' ) WESTLAND 35105 Warren Rd. 734-722-7330 Herkimer Radio 734-242-0806
. Herkimer Too 734-384-7001 :
‘ Tmlxtmnal Service Ty, HABLAMOS MT CLEMENS :
‘with Cremation | CRRN Aag. 4haw l * ESPANOL Wireless Zone 586-486-7300 :
$2195 mcludes Casket] ) C .
aca e,wewmd i3
. & gorvice . in Collaboration with e e il :
Aﬁfarclabfe iracfrironal ﬁme : Alca tel Lucent @ :

tailored for any bmfget -
*0ur Surcharges (inch. Fed, Univ, Svc. of 9.5% of interstate & int'l telacom charges {varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory & 85¢ Administrative/iine/mo, & others by area) are niot taxes idetails: ) s
1-888-684-1888); gov't taxes & our surcharges could add 9%-33% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35 (525 for secondary Family SharePlanlines w/ 2-yr. Agmts). T i
24501 Five Mile Road ¢ Redford IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 sarly termination fee/line, up 1o 40¢/min after aliowance & add'l charges apaly for data
31 3 5 3 5 3 0 30 sent of received {incl. Mobife Web ads). Friends & Family: Only domestic fandfine or wireless numbers {pther than directory assistance, 90 aumbers or customer’s oven wireless or Voice Mail access numbers may be
- - . added; all qualifying fines on an account share the same Friends & Famity numbers, up to account’s efigihility limits; My Verizon requived to set up and manage Friends & Family numbers, Device capabilities: Add i
www fisherfuneralandoremation.som charges & conditions appiy. (ffers & coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere, Network detatls & coverage maps at verizonwireless.com. febate debit card takes up to 6 weeks & expiresin 12 months, i

oo @009 Verizon Wireless. THRE


http://hometownlife.com
http://www.iEislierfuneralanicremation.com
http://venzonwireless.com

A | lOCAl NE_W_.S |

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, March1, 2609

H
11
i
1

|
i
|
i
|

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton residents have
begun setting appointments
with the township’s Board
of Review after receiving
residential assessments in
the mail this week.

However, the pace com-
pared to last year is surpris-
ingly slow.

“We have been getting
a lot of calls, but so far we
don’t have as many appoint-
ments as last year,” said
Courtney Dugger, who
works in Canton's assessor’s
office. “Home values did
drop this year and taxable
values also dropped.

“With everything that’s
going on in the state of
Michigan people have a
lot of knowledge of what's
going on and it’s not a huge
shock, but an overall disap-
pointment with the drop
in market value,” she said.
“They just feel it’s a shame
that from the time they pur-
chased their home, and now
if they have to sell it how
much values have dropped.”

'To meet with the Board
of Review from March 9-
13 residents need to set an
appointment by calling the
Assessor’s Office at (734)
394-5111.

Finance Director Rick
Eva calculated last month
Canton Township resi-

Phone calls coming in fo
contest tax assessments

BOARD OF REVIEW

Canton's Board of Review
will meet March 9-13. To.
contest residential tax
assessments with the board,
residents must make an
appointment by calling the
assessor's office af (734)
394-51M1.°

dential assessments are
down 8.9 percent. He said
an average 6.9 percent
decrease in residential,
commercial and industrial
assessments in Canton
this year is expected to
result in $2 million less
tax revenue for Canton
Township in the 2010 bud-
get year, which begins Jan.
1. Trustees are expected to
make adjustments to the
budget to offset the loss of
revenue,

Despite the free fall in
assessments, many hom-
eowners will find their tax
bills still on the rise, A 1994
state constitutional amend-
ment, Proposal A, requires
a tax levy — pegged to the
inflation rate — on homes
with assessed values calcu-
lated higher than its taxable
value. This vear, that rate is
4.4 percent.

tbruscato@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2637

Schoolcraft
players get

BY TIM SMITH
QBSERVER STAFF WRITER

During the national anthem
Feb. 17 at Schooleraft College,
Karen Lafata couldn’t help but
think of the late college coach-
ing legend Kay Yow.

It was “Get in the WBCA
Pink Zone” night in honor
of Yow, the legendary North
Carolina State head women’s
basketball coach who recently
died from breast cancer after
battling the disease since 1987.

All proceeds from the
night’s women’s-men’s twin-
bill between Schooleraft
and Oakland Community
College went to the Kay Yow
Women's Basketball Coaches
Association Cancer Fund and
Susan G. Komen For The Cure.

“T was sending my vibes to
Kay Yow up there,” said Lady
Qcelots’ coach Lafata, follow-
ing her No. 2~ranked team’s
80-51 pounding of OCC in the
doubleheader opener. “Just
thanking her for what she’s
done for the game and what
her inspiration is going.”

The event at Schoolcraft
was festive, with many in
the crowd of several hundred
wearing “Pink Zone” T-shirts
or other pink attire.

Even players, coaches and
scorekeepers wore pink, Lafata
promised that the program

online at hometownlife.com

hasketball
in the pink zone

" RENA LAVERTY

Schoolcraft College’s women's baskethall team proudly display the pink T-shirts they wore during a special event to

promote breast cancer awareness.

will become an annual event.
To do their part, Schoolcraft
players went out and bought
pink headbands, wristbands
and socks to honor Yow and

make sure the night’s message
continued even on the basket-
ball court. ’
Lafata said breast cancer is
something being dealt with
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in the families of two cur-
rent Lady Ocelots, which only
helped the evening’s message
connect with the team. “They
know what it’s about; it touch-
es everybody.”

Although the atmosphere
was special, what happened
on the court itself was rou-
tine. Led by 17 points from
Plymouth Salem alum Tayler
Langham, Schooleraft racked
up its 17th consecutive
Michigan Community College
Athletic Association victory of
the season. Conference cham-
pion Schoolcraft (24-2, 17-0)
will host a 7 p.m. Wednesday
state quarterfinal game,

TAKE THE NEXT STEP

Fans who came out for “Get.
in the WBCA Pink Zone”
had the chance to sign up for
upcoming American Cancer
Society Relay For Life events
to keep the ball of awareness
rolling,

Among those welcotning
spectators was Redford’s Abba
Garcia, a Livonia Franklin
graduate with Livonia Rela
For Life. :

*1 think it’s turning out -
great,” Garcia said. “The main
reason why we're here is to
support the ‘pink out’ event
and to promote awareness
about cancer — not just breast
cancer but any type of cancer.

“T'his is a community-driven
event so we are trying to invite
people to join our relay, form
ateam and come to our kick-
oft”

- Pamphlets and handouts
were distributed about the
group’s upcoming kick-off
party 7-8 p.m. Wednesday,
March 11, at Livonia’s Doc’s
Sports Retreat and a 24-hour
walk June 6-7 at Livonia
Clarenceville. The walk will go
from 10 a.m. to 10 a.m.

“We honor survivors, we
remember those we have lost
and we want to find ways to
fight back,” Gareia said.

Registration for the kick-off
party wilt begin at 6:30 p.m.
For more information, call
Kelly Weir at (248) 663-3458
or e-mail her at KellyWeir@
Cancer.org. :

Ancther organization at
the welcoming table was

Schoolcraft Rotoract, promot- -

ing another Relay For Life
walk taking place 10 am.
May 16 to 10 a.m. May 17 at
Heritage Park in Canton.
To learn more about that
walk, stop by the Student

Activities Center in lower level ~
of the VisTaTech Center or call-:

(734) 462-4422. B

tsmith@homeiownlffe.com

- ON THE AGENDA

Canton Board of Trustees

The board will hold a study
session at 7 p.m., March 3 at"
the Canton Administrative
Building, 1150 S. Canton
Center Road. Agenda items
include:

B Community survey for
Canton Leisure Services

N 2009 Update of water and

sewer rate study

5
K
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Bankruptcy may

Q: Dear Rick: I'm being
pulled in 101 different direc-
tions. My probiem is I can’t

pay my bills.

gage intwo
months.and
I'm worried
about my job.
I have talked
to anumber
of different
people and
the optmns are bankruptcy,
working with one of the debt
relief companies or basically
doing nothing. A friend sug-
gested that because of some

Mon Matters

Rick Bloom

new law, the bank won’t

be able to foreclose on my
home and that aslongas1
pay something on my charge
cards, there won’t be a prob-
lem. My friend also said
bankruptcy won’t solve my
problems because my credit
would be ruined. I don't
know what to do.

A: You can talk with three
different people and receive
three different courses of
action. All the options may
solve the issue, but the key
is finding one that best suits
your situation,

My general rule is if there
is no possibility of paying
off your debt anytime soon,
bankruptcy is an option you
should pursue. I disagree with

your friend. Bankrupteyis a
viable option to put you on

the path to financial solvency.
Bankruptcy laws today are not
ag lenient as in the past. That
doesn’t mean people in dire

- situations should not pursue

bankruptcy. In the past, peo-
ple could declare bankruptcy
and wipe out all debt. Today
it is not as easy, however, it is
still possible. Bankruptey will
allow you to reduce your debt
and set up a payment plan you
can live with.

There is no doubt that
obtaining credit is going to be
difficult once you go through
bankruptcy. However, non-
payment of your mortgage as
well as late and delinguent
payments on your charge card

Electronic tax filing is fast, easy and

ach month, Wayne County
Treasurer Raymond J.

s Wojtowicz will answer
reader questions asked about
property taxes. Wojtowicz
reminds taxpayers: “Always
remeimber that your property
is your most.precious asset. Do
not risk losing it for nonpay-
ment of property taxes. Ifin
doubt, ask questions.”

Q: Is there a fee to pay my
delinguent property taxes by
electronic debit (ACH)?

A: No. The electronic debit
option is.at no cost to you.

Ask the

_Raymond

Q: Isthere
afeeto pay
my delinguent
| taxes by credit

card?
A: Taxpayers
B using
MasterCard or
Visa will incur
a service charge
of 2.49 percent
of the total
taxes paid. The
fee is paid to the

Treasurer

Woitowicz

R

7

. service provider, not the Wayne

County Treasurer.

Q: How will Tknow if my
payment was received?

A: Assoon as the process is
completed, you will receive an
e-mail confirmation. A receipt
will be mailed to the address
that you provided on the screen.

Q: What are the benefits of

paying my delinquent taxes on

the Internet?
A: Tt's fast — the payment pro-
cess takes only a few minutes
It’s accurate — verification
steps guide you along the way,
you are able to review payment
information before it is sent

will also have a negative affect
on your credit. The fact that
your credit will be affected is
not the major concern. The
major concern is getting you
back on the road to financial
solvency.

Intoday’s difficult economic
times, more people under-
stand why it is necessary to
file for bankruptcy.

One of the great things
about this country is we give
people the opportunity to
rebound after adversity and
eventually prosper. Corporate
America has no problem
using the bankruptcy laws,
That does not mean bank-
ruptcy is an individual’s first
option, however, it should be
an option. if you do pursue

convenient

It's convenient —this payment
option is available 24 hours a

. day, seven days a week without

having to leave the comfort of
your home.

It's easy to use - the screens
are self-explanatory and help
buttons are there to guide you
through the process

It’s secure — Wayne County
maintains a high level of secu-
rity on the Internet.

Readers can e-mail questions for Ask
the Wayne County Treasurer to ask-
abouttaxes@hometowniife.com

Some solutions to coybte ‘problem’ are overkill

tration. That word applies equally to
those who want the deer of Rochester
Hills or the coyotes of Bloomfield Hills
to be shot as it does for those who donot. The
culling program — and culling is just a sani-
tized word for sanctioned, organized killing
with a purpose — has many residents fully
disgusted and very angry.
The culling program was
officially spawned over con-
cerns of the many deer-car

es the quality of life whether we see them or
ot.Another fact is clear: Local government
units are under pressure by their constituents
to do something, even when that something is
- not long-term and does not include a serious
and thoughttul educational campaign.

There is no easy fix to what some see as
problematic wildlife behavior. But the sooner
we realize that it's our behavior that alters
wildlife behavior, the better off we are and
the less government will have to respond to

crashes, vet other residents
were delighted with the
demise of deer for ancther
reason: “Now they won't eat
my flowers.” That program

Al " has been halted. For now.
Saklant The city of Bloomfield
y Hills’ planned response to
“problem” coyotes is one of
goaatm" selective killing, using offi-
chechier — cerstoshoot coyotes that
are perceived to be threats

to people or pets. As of press time, no shots
have been fired. And that’s well and good. For
it's going to be a long stretch to sort out those
coyotes that are happily munching on garden-
raiding groundhogs or geese that poop prolifi-
cally on palatial properties from coyotes that
want your bird-stalking cat as kitty cuisine or
consider the family canine a competitor. Being
opportunists, coyotes do both.

What neither kill program seems to have
taken into consideration is that wildlife knows
no borders: Coyotes and deer and all thing
wild don't care about political boundaries.
They respond to habitat availability and they
are evolving to our behavior far more effi-
ciently than we are to theirs. There is no quick

Coyotes are the subject of a video produced by
Bloomfield Township Police Officer Pete Matejcik.

fix. But there are facts that put the wildlife
among us in perspective.

Fact: Coyotes do not belong up Noith
“where they should live in the forest.” Coyotes
are not forest animals and they were not driv-
en out from someplace else because of devel-
opment. They are here because we give them
food; abundant rodents, birds and foods asso-
ciated with human behavior. Fact: Likewise
deer are opportunists and everything about
our landscaping practices screarns Location!
Location! Location!

To understand ways to reduce conflict,
it is necessary to recognize the difference
between biological and social carrying capac-
ity. Biological carrying capacity is Joosely
defined as the nurmber of anirnals that can be
supported by a given habitat year after year
without adversely affecting that habitat. The
rotten apple in our planning process is the
social carrying capacity, or how many ofa
species we hurnans tolerate in a given habitat,
For some, one coyote is too many and deer
“belong in zoos.” ‘

For others just the presence of wildlife rais-

human behavior by shooting wildlife. Kudos
to Bloornfield Township and Police Officer
Pete Matejeik for the township's bold steps

in the right direction with a much needed
on-line education campaign on suburban
coyoies (www.bloomfiedtwp.org/Services/
Police/Coyotes.htm } and the reoognition that
it’s all about habitat and food and aversion

.conditioning.

Final thoughts: If you want that coyote off
your property, tell it so. Keep a porta,ble air
horn handy.

Blast it and yell, wave your arms. Run
towards it, yelling all the way. Run away and
you send & message: You are weak and afraid.
And be realistic: Drunk and distracted driv-
ers pose far more threat to you and your pets
than the coyotes of Oakland County.

Las’dy, deer feeding is illegal in all of Lower

Michigan. Feeding creates unnatural gather-

- ings and provides grains for mice, rabbits,

squirrels and birds. Abundant small animals
in your yard attract coyotes that become less
cautious of us. And that means more conflict,

_ perceived or real.

Jonathan Schechter writes on nature’s way. oakna-
fure@aol.com,

The Dcii Hﬂspitai & Toy Soidmr Shop

Huge Stsrewide Toy & E)@Ii Clearancel

3047 W. 12 Mile Beridey 248-543-3115 Mon-Bat 10-5:30, Thurs 10-8:30

Sale ends 212309, Does not apply b
arevicus purchases. Detsils in-siove.

CEQS848687

- 8t. Michael’s Parish presents

“ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT” -
LENTEN FISH FBY

Mar. 6, 13, 20 & 27, Apr. 3

4:30-7:00 pm

s Full Dinners » Garry-oumvaﬂable e Take Out Orders: 87 :
».Choice of Hand-dipped Fried or Baked Fresh Atlantic Cod
Adults: $8 » Seniors: $7 ¢ Kids 3-11: 4+ 3 & Under: FREE

c

Joe Gannon
We're recommended
by Joe Gannoh

GOLFERS it ihsms

Duyou ave degenerative dzsss, hulgmg dlscs, hermated dises, spmai stenums or facet syndrome?

Are you scheduled for spinal disc surgery?

Pleass, befare you do anything hasty, order the free report that Shane L. Stanfay,
DG is offering that describes a revolutionary new medical technolegy that is
sweaping the country, eliminating the nead for back surgery.

Discover why your treatments have failed and learn about a new solution that
most doctors have not heard of yet.

-24 Hour Professional $taffing
-Private/Semi Privale/Bartier Free

-3 Home Gooked Meals A Day
-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

CANTON

OED8545159

1-800-204-4653 (24-hour recorded message) www.midischerniation.com

An exceptional hanie-like setting for
Active/Alert, Frail/Recovering,
Memory Impaired and Alzheimer’s residents.

-Planned Activities

~Beauty & Barber Shop

-On Call Nurse Practitioner
-Medication Management
-Incontinence Management

Located at 8121 Lilley
between Joy & Warren Roads

bankruptcy, I recommend dis-
cussing your situation with a
bankruptcy attorney.

Doing nothing and wait-
ing to see what happens in
Washington is not a viable
option.

As 1o seeking advice from a
debt relief companies, T have
no problem pursuing that
option. However, you do have
to factor into the equation
what happens if you do lose
your job.

In selecting a debt relief
company, be careful. Check
the company out through the
Better Business Bureau, find
out what their fee structure is
and most important what they
can do to assist with your indi-
vidual situation.

be an option for some situations

There is no doubt we're in
very difficult financial times
and many pecple are having

difficulty meeting their finan-

cial obligations for the first_ -
time in their lives. Although,
there is no particular course

of action that will solve every-

one’s problem, doing nothing
is not the way to go. Study the

* pros and cons of all options

available then act.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial

adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit guestions af moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
informaiion, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400).

Fresh Ground Beef

GHUGK ‘™

Family Pack

Grade A Frozen

TURKEY

Beneless

SIGS

BUTTERFLY 3349

Boneless

STEW S

b

| Check our website for addifional spec:als' Mikes-marketplace.com
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School aid bill could devastate district's budget

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Wayne-Westland school
officials will be sitting down
with local lawmakers Monday
to talk about the devastat-
ing effect Gov. Jennifer
Granholm’s proposed state
school aid plan budget will
have on the district and what
can be done stop it.

While there hasheenalot .,
of talk about the $59 per pupil
cut in the foundation allow-
ance and cuts to categoricals,

Wayne-Westland is facing a
even higger cut — the elimina-
tion of a more than $6 mil-
lion supplemental foundation
payment en lien of millage.
Coupled with a projected loss
of 360 students next year, the
district is facing a $15 million
revenue shortfall.

“The regional economy can’t
afford this devastation,” said
Superintendent Greg Baracy.
“This isn't pork barrel lan-
guage, this is partial restora-
tion of a wrong; it’s $7 million
of $12 million we should have

rthville
Urgent
Care

47311 Five Mile Road
Just east of Shell station at BeckRd,

" At Kickers

36071 Plymouth Rd. » Livonia « Ml

734-261-3508

Cash Games
Monday-Thursday Weekly
Doors Open 5 pm -2 am

: Benefittin
Westiand Goodfellows
No Child without a Christmas
License M46132

Mon. 7 pm-$1,500 Free Roll w/Be-Buys & Add-Ons :
Tues. 7 pm-$50 Deep Stack .
Wed. 7 pm-$1,500 Free Roll w/Re-Buys & Add-On:
* Thurs. 7 pm-$100 Deep Stack

Gaming by Krazy Kopz 734.787.575

A Bunch, of Cops Hasing Fun & Doing Gaod!

recelved
“This is just devastat-

ing,” added State Sen. Glenn
Anderson, D-Westland, whose
district is being hit hard by the
cuts. “I was stunned when I
heard about this. I knew they
were going after the categoricals
and I saw the funding cut, but I
didn't know they had zeroed in
on special allocations.”

Anderson’s Senate dis-

trict is being hit hard by the

budget cuts. In addition 1o
Wayne-Westland, the Garden
City Public Schools will lose
$800,000 in supplemental
foundation money, while
the Redford Union district
will lose a district grant and
Livonia Public Schools faces
up to a 20 percent in its 20-J
‘money. Those are in addition
to cuts in funding and cat-
egoricals like adult education
and Renaissance Zone reim-
bursement.

The supplemental founda-

tion money relates to a 10-mill
tax levy turned down by voters
within months of the passage
of Proposal A, The millage
was disallowed in calculating
the new foundation allow-
ance which threw the district
into deficit. It wasn’t until
2000-2001, that the district
was able to convince lawmak-
ers of the damage done by the
elimination of the millage and
it received a partial restoration
-7 of the 10 mills.

“It wasn’t retroactive,” said
Baracy. “We had a $70-80
million loss in funding and
that's significant. No other
district in the state was as
negatively impacted as Wayne-
Westland.”

Anderson has already been
talking with state officials and
is working with the school dis-
trict’s consultant.on a strategy
to get the funding restored. Tt
appears that federal stimulus
money will be used to bring

back much of what has been
cut from school funding, but

_ Anderson is concerned about

what will happen when the
money runs out in two years.
Projections are that the
state’s 2012 budget will be
worse than this year unless

. there’s a major upswing in the

economy, he said.

“HEvery school district was
hit hard, but the hardest hit
was Wayne-Westland,” he said.
“I'm cantiously optimistic of
getting it partially restored,
but I want them to be made
whole.”

He added that district

- residents and school officials

should keep in mind that the
governor's proposal is just the.
first step in the budgetary pro-
cess, what she presented isn't
anywhere near what it will end
up being.

Like Anderson, school board
Trustee William Gabriel is
concerned about using stimu-

lus money. The governors pro-
posal takes funding away from
districts and puts it back with
the federal stimulus money, he
said.

“I find it ironic tha’c toget
federal money to bail out an

‘ailing school system, we have

to lose almost $7 million,” he -
said. “How can we take federal
money and take a severe cut.
This is a disaster for the school
district.”

Gabriel plans to be at the
meeting with Anderson and
State Rep. Richard LeBlane,
who serves on the K-12
Commitiee in the House of
Representatives. ‘

And Anderson plans to keep
in communication with the
governer and his colleagues.

“The administration is going
to hear a lot from us,” he said.
“I plan to do evervthing I can
to get this funding restored.”

smason@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751

Community service

Seventh- and eighth-grade National Junior Honor Society members from All Saints Cathotlc School in Canton spent a recent Saturday packaging some -
4,536 pounds of food at Gleaner's Food Bank in downtown Detroit. Students toured the warehouse, sorted denated goods, and packaqed boxes to be
delivered to needy families. As always the NJHS members did an outstanding job representing the schaol
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with $50.00 in Chamber Bucks, redeemable at partzapatmg Plymouth Chamber of Commerce retailers’!
If you Refer a friend who opens an account, youIl both receive $50.00 worth of Chamber Bucks!

« Friendly, knowledgeable staff

« Deposits FDIC Insured up to $250,000°
« A complete line of financial products
. AND We are locally owned and operated!

Stop in today, enjoy & cup of coffee on us and experience the New Liberty Bank difference!
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