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Times gmmghts
McCotter

- The New York Times on Monday
featured an article on U.S. Rep.
Thaddeus McCotter, R-Livonia,
and the impact of his vote against
President Barack Obama’s stimu-
tus package on his 2010 election
prospects. McCotter joined all
Republican members of the House
of Representauves in voting agamst
the economie stim-
ulus. On the other

i1 hand, McCotter

i| hasbeen a vocal
supporter of gov-

i| ernmentloans to
General Motors
and Chrysler.

; ; Among those
McCotter quotedrillf the
article by Carl
Hulse was Michigan House
Speaker Andy Ditlon, D-Redford.
Often mentioned as a candidate for
other offices, Dillon was puzzled by
MeCotter’s voting against the pack-
age that includes tax breaks for GM
and incentives for car buyers.

The article quotes Dillon,
“Since when do Republicans vote
against tax cuts? They are betting
the farm, hecause if this works, I
think people will remember they
were not on board.”

The Times a}*ticle notes that. oscar pa rtv

MeCotter, chair of the Republican
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House Policy Committee, has Montina Canty photographs Mike Vinas, Stephanie Squires, Kristie Ligner, Philip Krstovski, J. Rozum, Lesley Rozum and Lisa ‘Marilyn Monroe' Rozum with the big Oscar Sunday at
broken ranks with his party on the Canton Community Foundation's Magical Night with the Stars fund-raiser at Emagine Canton. Guests had the opportunity to watch the Academy Awards, see several Oscar-
expanding health insurance for nominated films, eat gourmet food and even learn baliroom dancing steps. The event raised money for two local charities, First Step and Gleaners COmmumty Food Bank. For
children and supporting a mea- more photos and the story, see page A2.
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e TOWNSHIP to give non-union employees pay increase

nament on Saturday, Feb. 28. Boys
and girls in grades three-eight , i
are invited to participate. Boys . BY TONY BRUSCATO : ‘ | ' is not in line with what’s happen-
and girls divisions will be set up OBSERVER STAFF WRITER ¢ HIGHEST PAID NON-UNION EMPLOYEES ing in industry,” said Trustee Pat
for grades three-four, five-six and W Ann Conklin, Leisure Services director, $124,048 - Williams. “If you take a look at
seven-eight to play starting at 10 ‘Canton Township’s non-union, W Tim Faas, Municipal Services director, $124,048 details and underlying factors, there
a.m. Awards will be given to each merit pay em]ployees will begin "8 John Santomauro, executive director of Public Safety & Operations; $124,048 is significant movement and there
division winner and runner-up. All receiving a 2 /» percent pay increase ® Richard Eva, Finance and Budget director, $120,483 have been significant cost reduc-
games will be officiated and teams following a 5-0 vote by the Board of = Tom Casari, townshio engineer $115.932 ' tions in what has been agreed to.
will be guaranteed two games. Trustees Tuesday night. . ‘ 1D ENgNeer, 311o, So, we're moving in the right direc-
Team registration will close at 3 Just over half of those 70 employ- ® Mike Rorabacher, fire chief, $115,932 tion.”
p.m. Friday, Feb. 27. Four players ees will also be receiving a 2} per- B Mike Ager, Community Services manager, $101,260 _ According to a list of merit pay
may be on the roster. Only one per- cent step increase, which means M Deb Bilbrey-Honsowetz, Re¢reation and Facilities manager, $101, 260 workers and their new salaries pro-
son from each team is needed to their salaries will go up atotal of 5 B Jeff Goulet, community planner, $101,260 _ vided by Canton Township, three
register. Registration fees are $52 percent. W Dave Medley, Human Resources manager, $101,260 . share the distinetion of being at the
per team, For more information or Trustees voted on the pay hikes W John Weyer, building official, $101,260 top of the pay scale. They are Ann
to register, call (734) 483-5600. after a recommendation from the ' A : Gonklin, Leisure Services director;
_ - township’s Merit Commission. Tim Faas, Municipal Services direc-
ﬁ h % m E}@ g“’ a §§ gtg@ Eﬁa Township officials say the increases, negotiations continue with several ers are enrolled in a defined benefit tor; and John Santomauro, execu-
. ' - which are retroactive to Jan. 1, were  unions representing hundreds of pension plan, future employees will  tive director of Public Safety and
The Canton Chamber of Commeree already approved as part of the 2009 other township workers. He said the  be enrolled a defined contribution Operations. All have an annual sal-
wilt hold its annual anction at 7 p.m. budget. police and fire departments are in plan in which the township will con-  ary of $124,048.
Friday, April 3, at Burton Manor, “I certainly don’t want to penalize  the first year of a three-year contract  tribute 5 percent of wages and the The list indicates 11 non-
27777 Schooleraft, Livonia, This year’s non-union workers and make them  that gives them 3 percent through employee 3 percent of their pay. union employees earn more than
theme will be “M*A*S*H*” The cost feel less important than union work-  July 1, followed by raises of 27 per- Current non-union employees $100,000. In contrast, Canton’s
is $75 per person. Tickets are on sale. ers,” said Trustee Todd Caccamo, cent and 2 percent. don’t pay for health care benefits elected officials — supervisor, trea-
Sponsorships are still available and “We're trying to keep people who In addition to the increases in beyond co-pays for doctor’s office surer, clerk and trustees — took pay
donations are still being accepted. have been doing a good job. base pay and salary grade ranges, visits and prescription drugs. New cuts last year. The supervisor’s salary
Doenation deadline is March 2. Ifyou “Look at the budget and yow'll see  current non-union workers will have  employees will be required to con- went from $127,073 to $115,366; the
are interested in attending, sponsor- overall spending restraint,” he said. their longevity frozen at the current  tribute 10 percent of their monthly - clerk and treasurer from $103,070 to
" ing or donating an itemn, please e-mail “We have a staff with less govern- rate, with no further increases. With  premium for health care, dental and | '$98,700; and trustees from $12,537
eventscoordinator@ecantonchamber. ment workers per citizen compared  Tuesday’s vote, longevity will be prescription drug coverage. . 1o $12,000.
com or call the chamber office at (734) to most municipalities.” eliminated for all future hires. “I believe the perceptlon bysome - - - -
453-4040, _ Finance Director Rick Eva said While current non-union work- in the community is the movement - tbruscato@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637

Index  IKEA shuttle service to connect Canton and downtonn Detro  Debt

APARTHENTS ... o o . 3

AuTOMOTIE ... .. .. ..C4 BY TONY BRUSCATO sincé June. Co n SOI Id at Io n
CAREER BUILDER .. .. ..C4 OBSERVER STAFF WRITER Ashli Bobo of the BERLINE

Caosswosp Puzzie ... .. C3 : public relations company in

FITER s v e oo o BET IKEA plans to begin a month- Bloomfield Hills said the year- . Re-finance

Foop & WiE ... .. .. .. B8 Iy free shuttle service from its long shuttles will run hourly

OBTUARIES.. ... . .. .. B4 store in Canton to Campus from 9 a.m., to 10 p.m. The first , High Rate Debt
PUBLIC SAFETY. . ... .. A4 Martius Park in downtown shuttle will be March 12-15 in & s'avel

Real ESTATE ... ... .. . €2 - Detroit beginning March 12. conjunction with the last week- '

SPORTS... v o o e B One weekend a month IKEA end of ice skating at Campus

STRICTLY Busmess ... .. AS Consolldate yOLII‘

Martius Park. :
hlgh rate credit card debt

“We'll coordinate the shuttles

will have at least one 40-pas-
senger bus to take visitors to

For Home Campus Martius, and on the with events in downtown . -into'one low.
Delivery call: return trip transport passengers Detroit at places like Hart Plaza, monthly payment

from downtown to the IKEA Cobo Center and Greektown

(866) 887-2737 store at Ford and Haggerty. - S — and Any big sales events at
5., “Public transportationis . BILLBRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER IKEA " Bobo said. “IKEA is COMWNI’:{‘Y
IPA‘ _ not always available where we A new shuttle service to debut in looking at providing the shuttles
locate our stores,” said Joe Roth,  March will take people back and forth  during the popular Fourth : F} NAN 1 AL
IKEA spokesman. “As we start - from IKEA Canton to Campus Martius ~ Fridays with Ford entertain- ‘
settling into shopping patterns  in downtown Detroit, ‘ment series at Campus Martius. = ;;54; %3 1 ggg @ 957.2326 toll free  wawchuong
at our stores, we may have to The shuttles will run all year
provide transportation Ser;‘fice Can}oill will be the second long” . ] Prymoutr  Canton Nowrsvieie Novi
for customers, This policy for area of the country to have the IKEAise ected to release s e e
IKEA Canton is consistent with  free shuttles. Rotlysa;id itsbeen  more mfom}:a.%lon and details ﬁ@&?ﬂﬁﬁ-ﬁwﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁg i“iias?;‘?;‘é‘fé;“’ié
our commitment to make IKEA  successful in the Brooklyn, about the monthly shuttles B e o the i s
2 :

stores accessible.” Manhattan and New Jersey area  March 9. ' ———————————— LT
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BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Even though the Academy
Awards were taking place
a couple thousand miles
away, there was certainly a
Hollywood feel to the Canton
Community Foundation's
Magical Night with the Stars
event at Canton’s Emagine
Theatre Sunday evenlng

From the paparazzi (vo]-
unteers from St. Thomas a’
Becket church) that greeted
guests on the red carpet just
inside the door, to the large
“Oscar” statue in Emagine’s
lobby, there was no mistaking
that the party was celebrat- -
ing Hollywood’s most cele-
brated event. Guests also had
the opportunity to watch the
Academy Awards program
on the big screen, see several
Oscar-nominated films; eat
gourmet food and even learn
ballroom dancing steps.

According to organizers,
about 150 people attended
the fund-raiser that benefited

.Gleaners Community Food

Bank and First Step. Guests

included Canton Township

Supervisor Phil LaJoy and

former Plymouth-Canton

Schools Supt. Jim Ryan, as
%%

An evening of stars *
Foundation fund-raiser celebrates Oscars, helps meet growing need

than just a fund-raiser for the
organization as in the past.
We found a real need in the
community. These needs are
not going to go away any time
soon,” said Jim Demmer,

DeWayne Wells, president

of Gleaners, also attended

the event. He said support
from groups like the Canton

Community Foundation is
critical for the organization
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Josh Saenz, Alex Colé and Diego Granadds, volunteers from St. Thomas a’ Becket church, acted as paparazzi and
rushed the arriving guests for autographs and photos.

Gleaners provides food to

several local agencies, includ-

ing Open Door Ministries,
First Step and the Salvation
Army.

“The need is growing. We

Martha Snow chats with up to Canton Community board member Bob Boyer,
who dressed as ‘Frankenstein’ for the occasion.

period the year before,” Wells
said. “We're expecting that
trend to continue, especially
with the unemployment ben-
efits cycle ending for many
people.”

foundation will likely be
presenting $5,000 checks to

both First Step and Gleaners.

“Tt was a wonderful eve~
ning. Considering the econ-~
omy, I'm thrilled with the

i

well as business owners and  chairman of the Canton to meet the growing need distributed in the last quar- According to Foundation turnout,” said Noricks. “I feel
community leaders. Community Foundation of hunger, which he said is ter 30 percent more food President Joan Noricks, once  like we really supported the
“We wanted to do more Board of Directors, widespread, even in Canton.  than we did during the same  everything is tabulated, the community.”
|
St, Michael’s Parish presents :
' )
i "o BSERVER
: AI.I. Yﬂll GAN EAT NEWSPAPERS - ‘
o
] LENTEN FiSH FRY ° o
: Feh. 27, Mar. 6,13, 20 & 27, Apr. 3 ‘
; 4:30-7:00 b iR : :
1 * Full Dinners » L‘arry-outAva.'Iabla . Take Out orders' 87 ; i
i * Ghoice of Hand-dipped Fried or Bak;f Fresh Atianfic Cod HOW TO REACH US
Adults: $8 » Seniors: 7 » Kids 3-11: $4 ¢ 3 & Under: FREE 3 i
1 : : P ear. :
s K %1 Hubbard RA.. S of PIHn'IlJIIIII Rd. » Livenia » 73’4-251 1455 4 " Home Delivery/Customer Service.........I-866-88-PAPER {866-887-2737) !
Classifled Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (7355)
Display Advertising (734) 582-8363 .

-Nnrth-nEast 5&5-?5-

wwrw.cahinetelinic,¢
. Hmuemneafreﬁﬁﬂsm s m

Joe Gannon
We're recommended
by Joe Gahnon’

online at hometownlife.com
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‘Whatever you need,
we cover it from A to Z.

Our passion for our work puts
the "fine" in your jewelry

Lt

620 Starkweather « Qld Village
Plymouth ¢ 734-453-1860

The Area’s Most Trusted
Custom Jeweler

www. piymouthiewelry. com
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Now more than ever, yéu need a financial . g
institution that looks out for you. Community :
Financial is not-for-profit and your accounts
are tederally insured up to $250,000.
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An exceptional home-like setting for
Active/Alert, Frail/Recovering,
Memory Impaired and Alzheimer’s residents.

Get peace of mind, knowing your savings are
safe & secure for the long term.

COMMUNITY

Call or stop by a Community Financial office today! ]

-24 Hour Professional Staffing
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free

-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day

-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

-Planned Activities

-Beauty & Barber Shop

-On Call Kurse Practitioner o
-Medication Management ‘ ' 4
-incontinence Management ;
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- {(734) 4531200 {877) 937-2328 toll free - www.cfeuorg
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Dem lawmakers announce plan
to make government accountable

BY TONY BERUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

State Rep. Dian Slavens,
D-Cariton, and Rep. Mark
Corriveau, D-Northville,
were among several House
members who announced this
week a package of government
reforms they say are designed
to take aim at public disclo-
sure and accountability.

The Canton Township
administration building was
the site Monday afternoon of
one of several news confer-
ences around the state where
House Democrats called for
passage of bills that would

. require elected officials to dis-
close their finances, prohibit
legislators from becoming
lobbyists for two years after
leaving office, dock lawmak-
ers’ pay for each day of the leg-
islative sesgion they miss and
authorize a 10 percent pay cut,
ameasure which passed the
House two weeks ago.

Slavens said former law-
makers who left the state
Legislature to become lob-
byists “are not playing by the
right set of rules.”

"When a legislator becomes
a lobbyist, sometimes within
days after leaving office, it
raises troubling questions,”
said Slavens. “Our residents
deserve lawmakers who will
stand up to the community
and the state governments

" that work for them. We need
to make sure they don't have
their eyes on their next pay-
check after they leave office.”

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

State Rep. Dian Siavens, D-Canton,
House Speaker Andy Billon, D-
Redford, and Rep. Marc Corriveau,
-D-Northvilte, discuss their proposed
legisiation at a Monday press
conference in Canton.

Corriveau was involved in
attempting to pass some of the
same legislation last year, but
it was stalled in the Senate.

“Michigan is one of three
states where lawmakers
don't have to disclose any of
their personal assets,” said
Corriveau. "(If the bill passes),
yoll see us posting somie of
the things that we have in our
personal lives so that my con-
stituents know that the deci-
sions we're making were done
for their best interest and not
for any political gain,”

House Speaker Andy Dillon,
D-Redford Township, said
with many people facing job
losses and home foreclosures
now is the time to pass the
package of bills.

“These are important reform

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Do yeu agrae with a pro-
posal to make government
more accountable by requiring
elected officials to disclose their
finances, prohibiting tegislators
from becoming Iobtiyists for two
vears after leaving office, dock-
ing lawmakers' pay for each day
of the legislative session they
miss and authorize a 10 percent
pay cut? E-mail your opinions fo
Editor Kurt Kuban at kkuban@
hometownlife.com or post a
cemment on our Web site at
www.hometownlife.com.

measures that will go along
way to restoring the public’s
confidence in their representa-
tives and leaders in Lansing,”
said Dillon.

Dillon said despite the

. effori being thwarted by the

Republican-controlled Senate
last year, he believes chances
of getting a positive vote on the
measures this year are “fairly
good.”

State Sen. Bruce Pa.tterson,
R-Canton Township, said he
remembers being a member of
the state House and introducing
bills for the sake of publicity.

“This is more a solution look-
ing for a problem,” Patterson
said. “More than attending
session we should be looking at
who accomplishes what, who is
valuable 1o the system. We have
an obligation to do good work,
not just busy work.”

Woman charged with stabbing brother

BY TONY BRUSCATO
GBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A 35-year-old Canton
woman is jailed in lieu of $1
million bond after reportedly
stabbing her older brother
with a kitchen knife.

Canton police say Katina
Lynne Martinez was arguing
with her 36-year-old oldeér
brother when she stabbed him
in the right side of his abdo-
men at a residence in the 300
block of Buckingham last

Thursday. The
victim, who
police have not
identified, was
transported
to St. Mary
Mercy Hospital
in Livonia.
He was subse-
quently taken
to St. Joseph Mercy Hospital
in Ypsilanti, where he was
listed in stable condition.
Martinez was arraigned in
front of 35th District Court

Martinez

Judge Michael Gerou Saturday
on charges of assault with
intent to commit murder,
which carries a life sentence if
convicted; assault with intent
to do great bodily harm, a 10-
year felony; and assault with a
dangerous weapon, a four-year
felony.

Martinez can be free is she
posts $100,000. Her pre-
liminary exam is scheduled for
March 6.

tbruscato@nometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637

If you have been putting off buying a quality Serta Sleep-set
don’t wait another day. First come first served. You will never
get an opportunity like this again DON”T MISS IT!!!
All Headhoards 75% off
Flﬂl)l‘ Sample Bunk Beds, Dayheds $199 to $348 (Briny your Iﬂl)ls

Bring your truck. it all has {0 he gone by Sunday Night.
(Delivery available. Min $30.00)

42489 Ford Road in Canton

Lilley & Ford Road

(Behind the New Pothelly Restaurant)

Sales telephone 734-844-0400
Sale Bours: Mon - $at 10 am - 8 pm, Sun 12 noon - § pim

Appraved CheckeCasheVisasMasterCari
Most items below wholesa

| Economic Hard Times=
High Quality Food at Low Prices!

“Best Fish ‘n’ Chips -
in Plymouth!

We cook 150 Bnunds oi |
mouth watering corned beel
every day!

Bode’s Gorned Beef House

Specializing in Homemade Breakfast, Corned Beef and Sish ‘n” Chips
280 N. Main Street, Plymouth * Between Penniman and Mill at the Tracks
Open Mon-Sat. 7am-8pm; Fri. 7am-9pm; Sun. 8am-2pm .

734-453-1 883-

Celebrating 50 Years!

med Beef Has
Eggs & Toast

Mon.-Fri. Before 11 am

New Completely Smoke-Free!

GCome visit and see our New look with flat screen TV’s
Iealurmg cartoons for lh& kids on the WBBKEIIdS'

Breakfast
Specials
Daily Mon.-Fri.

Including Low
Carb Omelets
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When 2 Canton man was killed while / / Proctor BJ™ = i
crossing Ford Road east of Sheldon e TR iy Palrwer Rd :
Road earlier this month, it was the N ! ; :
Canton Police Department’s Accident 5 l & -
Investigation Team that was called in E gt
to piece the circumstances together _Geddes Rd. =
p g e _’J 57

. and determine exactly how the accident

occurred,
“If there’s any serious injury or fatal
accident our team gets activated,” said

- Sgt. Pat Sullivan, 39, of Canton, an 18-

year veteran and leader of the AT Team.
“We've got a nine member team, and we
all get the call when something happens.”
Depending on schedules, we usually get
about five to the scene to investigate.

“We assign one person to take photo-
graphs, one to take video, another person
to run what we call the Total Station {simi-
lar to surveyor’s equipment) to map out the
scene, somebody to sketch out the scene
and officers to write the accident investiga-
tion report and the state accident form.”

Other members of the Al team include
Officers Joseph Bialy, Adam Falk, Matt
Jenkinson, Mike Kowalski, Michele
Kuznicki and Randy Rankin; and detec-
tives Mike Wells and Tim Wright.

For the Al team, the accident scene
could be one involving a couple of cars
that collided or another that involves a
mishap covering several hundred feet,

“When you have a high-speed crash,
now you have skid marks that are hun-
dreds of feet long and that’s part of your
accident scene,” Sullivan said. “You have
to document all that information and put
it in a scaled diagram, which is our big-
gest toel in reconstruction of an accident
because it helps determine the speed of
the vehicle and the path it took.”

Sullivan said skid marks are the most

Baldwin, and more,

Deartng the past atademic year, the Department of Music has been using new planos through an ongelng loan
arrangement with the Yamaha Piano Company. The selection inciudes grand, player grand, vertical and digital
pianos. This spacial event wiil aloo feature 2 limdted number of new and used planes from Kawai, Steinw

Sgt. Pat Sullivan heads the accident investigation
team.

telling evidence in an accident scene.

“We can tell a lot by those such as speed,
direction of travel and even tell if the
brakes are defective, depending on how
skid marks start,” he said. “A couple of
years ago there was a fatal motorcycle acci-
dent at Ford and Lotz with only one skid
mark left. We could tell he used only his
front brake, and determined if he had used
both {front and rear) brakes he would have
stopped 10-feet short of the car he hit...
and it would have saved his life.”

Sullivan said it takes years of education
to be part of the Al Team, and it includes
plenty of math and physics.

“We take classes through Michigan
State University’s engineering program
and they have accident investigation class-
es 1-25,” said Sullivan. “They get progres-
sively harder the farther you go. We like to
get our team members to AI-9, which is
accident reconstruction level.”

One of the main pieces of equipment
for the AT Team is the Mobile Operations
Unit, a 36-foot mobile command center
it shares with other squads in the depart-
ment. It has outside lights, electrical
outlets and video equipment; and inside

To Secure the Best Price & Selection A Preview |
Appeimm Prior to Smﬁay is Rm:nended

Saturday, March 7th
9:00am - 4:00pm

$2.00 Admission

(under 12 free)

Large Juried Show of Handcrafted ltems Only
Lunch +Bake Sale +Kids Craft Corner

Hourly Door Prize Drawings

Strollers Welcome
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Sgt. Pat Sullivan of Canton's Accident
Investigation Unit says the video cameras
mounted at the rear of the command center can
be raised about 25 feet, high enough to get an
aerial view of a crash site.

PHOTOS BY BI

there are computers, radio equipment and
space to interview witnesses and victims.

Sullivan and his team are like storytell-
ers. In most cases they already know the
ending, they just have to determine the
circumstances from the beginning to get
to the end.

“You try to coordinate what the physical
evidence tells you, what the reconstruc-
tion tells you and what the victims and
witnesses tell you so that it all makes
sense,” Sullivan said.
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. 52% OFF Entire Stock
£_ Nothing Held Back!

“MottRd.

5. Morion Qa

Yan8orn Rd, |

o
&
-~
X
[=%

A L A

CANTON COP CALLS

Pair steals baby formula

4 Canton police arrested a 22-
%year-old woman for retail
fraud on Monday for allegedly
helping her brother steal 4-6
cans of Enfemil baby formula
at Rite Aid at 2249 Canton
Center Road. Police say the
brother walked out of the store
with the cans under his jacket.
A store employee gave chase,
but wasi't able to stop him.
The woman said she told her
brother not to steal the for-

mula. However, police discov-

ered she had one prior count
of retail fraud and two convic-
tions in Warren.

- Smashed mailboxes

“p Several residents on the
#..7200 block of Emerson
reported their mailboxes were
smashed by someone during
the early morning hours on
Feb. 20. A mailbox was also

FAMILY

“He ve Got Fhe

33300 Cowan Rd. (1/2 Mile East of Westland Mall)
For more information call (734)422-2090

ﬁ‘ztﬂ FOE Accounts subject to approval. Offers val

idh in B ooty Aniual Pereantage Yield [ARY) & aue

16 i g

b sy B withu e wathont
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TW‘URNITURE

Good %W/
GUALITY FURNITURE » GREAT PRICES
32104 Plymouth Road  Livonia

734-525-1737
e

e, fifler crmiut e combined with any piher OB

destroyed in the 44600 block

of Westminister Way.

Retail fraud

= Canton police arrested a _
P44-year-old man and a v
23-year-old-woman Feb, 22
for retail fraud when they
attempted to steal a watch,
CDs and other items from
Wal-Mart on Ford Road. The
man told police they didn’t
go into the store with the
intention of stealing, they
decided to do it while shop-

ping.
Copper theft

olice are investigating the
arceny of copper piping
from a sprinkler system box
at the Woodcreek Complex at
Singh and Haggerty on Feb.
18. A witness saw a suspicious
vehicle parked in the area and
a white male run from the
area. '
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Free dental care

The Robison Dental Greup, 8504 Canton Center Road in Cantan,
* will offer free dental care to children aged 4-17 on Saturday,
Feb. 28. Dental professionals at Robison Dentai Group are
providing a one-day volunteer initiative to provide free dental screen-
ings and treatment to the underserved children in our comminity,

Gyde Rﬁ. i

Sheid*

Litley Rd.

Services that may be provided include exams, cieaning, fluoride, fill-
ings, sealants and extractions as needed.
Please call for an appointment, as availahility is imited. For more

Hanford .Rd.

=

)

8 Center Rd r
|1 Warfen Rd..

Mortan Taylor Rd.

E
information, call (734) 453-6320. =

Ferd Re:

/ Saitz Rd,

Beekeeper boot camp
Canton-based Bobilin Honey will host its very first bee boot camp at
10 a.m., Feb, 28, at 810 M-52, Manchester, For more information or to

Ca'nton-.- Conkdr Rd

register, calf (734) 748-2185 or e-mai! bob@cimsurf.com. A sytlabus of
the class is posted &t www.bobilinhoney.com.

/ Cherry Hill Rd.
Health screening clinic
. Meller Pharmacy, located on Ford Road at Canton Center, will
be holding their monthly health screening clinic on Saturday,

gPr;ctgrEh ;
Mareh 21 from 8 a.m, yntii noon, Chelesterol, diabetes, ang '

|

liver function screening are availabie at a very affordable cost. N
Appointments are requirad; please centact the pharmacy for details
at (734) 844-2733.

Denton Rd

' ﬂéggertv Rd:f |

Business women to meet
... The Canton Business & Professional Women (BPW), which
promotes full participation, equity and economic salf-
sufficiency for America's working women, will hold its
next monthly meeting from 6-8:30 p.m., Monday, March § at

Barr R,

N1
Palermo's Restaurant, 44938 Ford Road, Canton. Guest speaker //I o

Lynn Jarrett wilt present "Life Ralance - Are You Kidding?” Lynn Mott Rd.

Yost Rd

Van Bosn Rd. |

resides in Canton and is the author of the international best selt-

ing ook *Wny Bother Locking™ along with three books in her "Hip Chick”
series.

Palermo’s is located in the strip mail behind Murray's Auto Supply on north side
of Ford Road, east of Canton Center. For More Information please contact June
Nicholas at (313} 610-2561 or junenichofas@comcast.net. Please RSVP for this
meeting.

Clearance sale

Materials Gnlimited, 2 W. Michigan Avenue in Ypsilanti, will bold its first ever
clearance sale in the 30-plus year history of the stere Feb. 28-March 14, Selectad
items will be marked dewn 20-70 percent off, Store hours are 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Tuesday through Saturday. For mare information call (734) 483-6980 or shop .
online at www.materialsunlimited.com.

new look Wal-Mart

This is an artist's rendéring of the Wal-Mart supercenter planned for Michigan Avenue and Belleville Road. The store, which will be roughly 170,000 square

feet, will feature a new design for Wal-Mart. in fact, company officials say it will be one of the first in the nation to sport the new look.-When it opens

" sometime in 2010, the store will sell groceries, general merchandise and have a garden center.

{ IT'SYOUR BUSINESS 0&A |
Longtime specialty florist
ready to ‘bloom and grow’

Observer: Telf us about your
business, including the types of
services and/or products you
feature.

Glenn Patton: Keller and
Stein is a full service florist,
providing flowers for any occa-
sion. We are committed to cli-
ent satisfaction and innovative
floral designs. These quali-
ties have helped us become
the florist of choice for area
residents, brides, and business
owners. During the spring our
greenhouses are filled with
seasonal annuals, perenni-
als and green plants allowing
gardeners to brighten their
yard with many locally grown
plants.

Observer: What makes your
business unique?

Glenn Patton; We are here
for both people’s happiest
times and we are here for sad
events. We have expanded our
special events department
to help our clients create flo-
ral memories for all of life’s
celebrations. As part of our
renewed growth commitment,
we are very proud to announce
the opening of our private
sympathy consultation room.

TOM HAWLEY | smrr PHOTOGRAPHER
Glenn and Chris Pation are owners of KeHler and Stein Florist and Greenhouses.

KELLER & STEIN FLORIST & GREENHOUSES, INC.

Address: 42158 Michigan Avenue, Canton

Your name: Glenn Patfon, general manager

Your hometown: Plymouth

Business opened when?: 1898

Number of employees: 16

Your business speclalty: Full service florist

Hours of operation: Monday-Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.; open.
Sundays seasonally

Business phone/Web site: (734) 397-0800, www. kellerstem com

For a limi

First Friday Club

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce will host a First
Friday Club beginning March 6.
Be part of the action. Bring your,
brochures, business cards and
samples of what your business
does to showease what you do.

Registration is limited to
10 businesses and only one
business per category. We
will meet at 8:30 a.m. at the
Chamber office.

If you are interested in par-
ticipating, call the Chamber
office at (734) 453-4040,

First address

New Canton Supervisor Phil
LaJoy will present his first
State of the Township address
during the. Canton Chamber of
Commerce’s March luncheon at
11:30 a.am., March 5 at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill. Tickets
are already on sale, and cost $20
in advance and $25 at the door,

To make reservations, con- :
tact the Chamber office at (734}
453-4040, or e-mail reception-
ist@cantonchamber.com.

Canton's Home Expo

Canton’s annual Home
Improvement Expo will be held
Saturday, March 7, from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Sunday, March
8,from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m, at
Canton’s Summit on the Park.

This year’s Expo many
home improvement-related
businesses, including interior

| decorating, Jandscaping, floor-

ing, plumbing, kitchen repairs,
and deck companies, as well as
home financing businesses.
How-to workshops will be
held all weekend on a variety

CHAMBER CHAT

of topies from landscaping to
installing brick pavers, crown
moldings and ceramic tile and
15 minute mini-workshops,
targeted to home owners,
homeowner associations and
businesses, will also be held on
a wide range of topics includ-
ing detention pond mainte-
nance, home security, safety
tips, property standards, and
tree and landscaping mainte-
nance. The mini-workshops
will be held in the Parkview
Room and a full list of topics
and start times will be made
available to all Expo attendees.
Ahands-on children’s project
center will be available for kids
of all ages to constiuct projects
made from wood donated by
Home Depot. A special guest
appearance will be made by
Murray Gula, host of Murray
Gula’s Home Improvement |
Team on WXYZ-TV Detroit
and Joe Gagnon “The Appliance
Doctor” will be broadceasting
his 1600 WAAM talk radio
program live from the Expo.

- Multiple raffles will also be held

throughout the weekend and
refreshments will be available
during the entire event.

To view a complete list of the
vendors, obtain the Expo layout,

* and download workshop and

mini-workshop schedules visit
www.canton-mi.org/homeexpo.
aspx. The Expo is free of charge

and hosted by Canton’s Building

and Inspection Services
Division, the Canton Chamber
of Commerce, and the Observer
& Eecentric Newspapers. For
more information, please

call Canton’s Building and
Inspection Services Division at
(734) 394-5200.

T SENDIT

Get in on the new Strictly Business page of the Canton
Observer by sending us your business news, promotions, events
or milestones. It's simple. Just e~-mail all of the details to Editor
Kurt Kuban at kkuban@hometownlife.com and he will take care
of the rest. Our new local business page runs each Thursday in
your Ccmton Obsérver. We welcome comments and suggestions,
100. We re looking forward to hearing from you.

'd time get ¢ m«lsh

back rebates on cgml ity, high
value Showplace cabinetr y!

29750 Anthony Drive, Wixg
248, ﬁ&ﬁ 1360  One Mile West of Twelve Baks MESH

; “;amﬁy cm Assmﬁates :

8398 N. Lilley Road .
Plymaouth, M ém?f}
734-284-0453

Arcess Centar

Here family members can
make their floral selections in
comfort and peace.

Observer: How did you first decide
to open your own business? How
did you decide to locate in the
Canton community?

Glenn Patton; The busi-
ness was founded in 1898 by
Charles Keller. [nspired by
the industrial and cultural
revolution of the day, Charles
Keller opened the original
store on Fort Street in Detroit,
across from the Woodmere
cemetery. The store was both
aretail shop and had a num-
ber of greenhouses. Clark
Keller, 3rd generation was
offered a “once in a lifetime”
opportunity to merge with a

larger, more successful {lo-
rist in Canton, Stein’s Florist
and Greenhouses was, in all
respects, a mirrer image of
the Keller business. The “mar-
riage” was ideal and Keller
moved its entire operation to
the Stein location in 1984 and
became Keller & Stein Florist.
H is our plan to re-design our
current location and break
ground on a new retail expan-
sion of our storefront once we
have finalized the details with
new retail partners interested
in sharing this prime Canton

" location.

Observer: Do you have a funny
tidbit or story to share with our
readers about your experience so
far as a small business owner?

Glenn Patton: During this
past century, Keller & Stein
Florist has endured many peri-
ods of economic turmoil, none
of which have proventobe a
challenging as the current times
we all now face. While many
businesses surrender to the cur-
rent economic climate, Keller &
Stein has instead renewed our
commitment to moving forward
with diversity, ingenuity and
creativity as our building blocks.
Our business has survived hard
times and will continue to sur-
vive. It is our intention to fur-
ther the vision of the founding
generation and to bloom and
grow with the exciting possibili-
ties of the greater Canton com-
munity today.

1-888-DMC-2500
wwaw dme.org

Office Hours:
TR30.AM - B0 PM
. Monday - Thursday
B30 AN - 3:00 PM - Friday

| Care For Your ﬁnt;re Family
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Our fundamental purposes are to
enhance the lives of our readers,
nurture the hometowns we serve
and contribute to the business

- success of our customers.

OUR VIEWS
District right to
look at programs

When the Florida Marlins won the World °

Series in 1997, team ownership — forced by
economic conditions not of its own making
— decided it was better for the franchise as a
whole to tear down its foundation, get rid of
its expensive players and start fresh.

When new administrators moved into the
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools hierar-
chy, bringing a fresh set of eyes to the budget
picture in the district, they decided — forced
by economie conditions not of their own mak-
ing — some Programs needed review and,
perhaps, change.

Faced with legislation that was going to
force them to send out existing contracts for
bid anyway, the new administration decided
at least one of those programs — the food ser-
vice program — could be done more efficient-'
Iy in-house rather than with a contractor.

The decision raised eyebrows, and a few
hackles, because Sodexho, the management
company that had ably run the program for
more than 20 vears, has been a good partner.
The program has been a solid revenue stream,
having returned some $78,000 to the dlstrlct
as recently as last year.

Still, the program was going to face some
chaﬂenges First, the leglslatxon that requxred
a re-bid was surely going to bring in some
other food-service hopefuls; in today’s econ-
omy, it’s possible Sodexho would have lost the
contract anyway.

Secondly, the program — which produces
some 1.6 million meals a year, according to
district officials — was beginning to see a
decline in meals served, which would have
triggered rising prices. The district wanted to

avoid that and, in fact, believes it can actually

save some 5 to 6 cents per meal.

So James Larson-Shidler, the district’s new
assistant superintendent for business servic-
es, had a consultant come in to crunch some
numbers and offer an opinion on whether
the district could run the program more effi-
ciently in-house. The consultant locked at the
books and offered an opinion: Yes, you can.

Here’s the rub that raised the aforemen-
tioned hackles: The consultant was reportedly
a friend of Larson-Shidler’s from Toledo. That
friend, the story goes, is now in line to replace
longtime food services director Teresa Allen,
one of three Sodexho employees whom the
district can’t rehire because the Sodexho con-
tract makes if cost-prohibitive,

We agree that would look fishy, but Larson-
Shidler has been adamant no such move is
being contemplated. The hiring of a new food
services director, the district has adamantly
proclaimed, will be an open process. There’s
no reason to doubt that.

Meanwhile, some 85 of 88 food-service
workers are keeping their jobs. The district
plans no cuts in staffing, and would probably
rehire the three Sodexho employees, including
Allen, if the company would provide contrac-
tual reliefto do so. |

In a frighteningly stagnant economy, a
school district already facing a potential $3
million deficit is duty-bound to look every-
where for possible savings. Looking at pro-
grams such as food service, transportation
and the like keeps cuts out of the classroom
at least for now.

Finding efficiencies in non-educational
areas — even popular, well-run ones like the
food service program — vs. forcing education-
al side effects such as increased class sizes?

Which do the critics find more palatable?

| Jemthe discuésf_;__:'__:

‘What és you think absut g
“Have you damaged your car, tires, or
rims by hittinga pathefle in the past
year?. o -

o Yes

= No.

" Unsare : ' -
Gato hﬁmemwnisfe f:um t{; gwe us s(sur feedﬁack; '

Kurt Kuban | Hugh Gallagher | Jeannie Parent
Community | Managing Editor | Senior Director
Editor of Sales &
Susan Rosiek Marketing

Executive Editor

"Everything should have a fimit,
I's just like your children, the
more you give them the more
they'Hl want."

- Kim Thrams, &3, Canton

TARP won't help

“Yes, We Can” use your money (and
your children’s and your grandehil-
dren’s} to buy your debt, while leaving
your balances intact. “Yes, We Can”
use catchy marketing terms like “toxic
asseis” as a disguise for poor busi-
ness decisions to sell you abailout
for the rich. “Yes, We Can” use your
meney to pump enough cash into the
banks to fund their acquisitions and .
bonuses with plenty left over to loan
out o you can dig yourself further into
debt. “Yes, We Can” wuse this financial
crisis to create handreds of new gov-
ernment regulatory jobs to give you a
false sense of security that someone
making $100,000 & year has authority
over someone making $10,000,000 a
year. “Yes, We Can” use “trickle down
economics” to sell you a trickle down
recovery. '

The Troubled Assets Relief Program
(TARP) is.the worst debt consolidation
plan in histery. It’s as though our gov-
ernment is suffering from schizophre-
nia and can’t decide if it’s in the public
or private sector; functioning like an
investment bank and treating taxpayer
money as if it’s their own. The question
needs to be asked if TARP as currently
executed is even legal.

“The Congress shall have Power To
lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts
and Excises, to pay the Debts and pro-

- vide for the common Defence and gen-
eral Welfare of the United States; but
all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be
uniform throughout the United States.”
Funds have not been uniformly distrib-

" uted, congress has determined which
private sector companies succeed and
which fail or at minimum will operate
with a distinet disadvantage, and the
purpose is to regulate the private sec-
tor production of loans. United States
vs. Butler draws similar parallels to the
unconstitutionality of the purpose and
execution of the TARP legislation,

Cur money buys (pays off) our debt
with no benefit to us? We already use
our money to buy our debt; it's called

" a monthly payment. The root cause
of this economic crisis is debt, con-
sumer (tax payer) debt in particular.
Multiplication of debt is not a solution,
it merely delays and magnifies the cur-
rent crash. Spending to free up the
credit market only promotes the growth
of this cancer of debt. _

H’s easy to solve a problem with a
difficult solution; it’s difficult to solve
a problem with an easy solution. An
easy, ethical, and legal solution already
exists and amazingly it’s called Debt
Consolidation. Just like every other
debt consolidation plan on the market,
issue checks payable to both the taxpay-

The money reaches-the desired destina-
tion and the taxpayer receives the bene-
fit. Simple, elegant; and regulator-free.
1t is our money, after all. What better
way io invest it than'in curselves?
Tackling the problem from the bot-
tom up and attacking the root cause
will absolutely jump start consumer
confidence and spending. Banks flush
with cash and improved balance shests
get back to the business of lending
money to make money. Consumers who
now possess real equity, refinance their

"Give them as much as they
need. Right or wrong, if they
don't give it to them we might as
well get out of town."

Dewey Colbert, 68, Novi

er and their respective mortgage bank. -

Asked at the Summit on the Park in Canton: Do you think the federal qovernment should keep gzvmg General Motors
and Chrysler more money or is there a limit to the bailout Ioans‘?

Bob Mosher, 89, Canten

:_._What do you thmk?

. Mait conments to the Caitton Observer, 615 W, -
Lafayette, Second Level, Detroif, Mid82260r -

. e-ma;i to kkuban@hamemwnﬁfe,_ om;

reduced debt with fizxed rate mortgages
at today’s lower interest rates avoid-
ing foreclosure and creating hundreds .
of dollars per month in discretionary
spending capital. Consumer demand is
the greatest job creator. While we're at
it, why don’t we call in the loan on the
fuqt $350 billion and redistribute it in
the same fashion towards credit card
debt?

So who loses in this plan? I shall
answer with the words of the Rev.
Joseph Lowery, “deliver us from the
exploitation of the poor or the least of
these and from favoritism toward the
rich, the elite of these.”

Jim Demarest
Canton

Disqusted with county

As a 30-year resident of western
Wayne County, I feel that we all should
take a better look at the leadership
of Wayne County and its facilities. It
appears that several of those in power
will be attempting to climb up the
political ladder of suceess and many
seem to feel that they are qualified for
higher offices.

1 recently had the most unpleasant
experience of having to visit two of
our most notorious pillars of justice; .
the Wayne County Jail and the Frank
Murphy Hall of Justice. I was treated
with rudeness, disrespect and incompe-
tence by the deputies and court employ-
ees. As a law-abiding citizen all of my
hfe, I ieft those two facilities wonder-
ing why 1 was treated like a common
criminal.

When 1 attempted to pay a bond that
had been posted for a family member
who was arrested and incarcerated in
the Wayne County Jail for six days, I
was subjected to a total disregard of
my rights as a citizen and taxpdyer.

My son was charged as an uncoopera-
tive witness, even though he had not
received a subpoena to appear, and was
incarcerated at the Wayne County facil-
ity for several days before anyone there
was able to determine what his charges
were or where he was located. He did
not receive medication for his disability

for almost four days, and when 2 judge,
- who had been conveniently out of town,

finally returned, s reasonable bond was
posted for him, but nc one was able to
handle the paperwork involved.

i was sent at least five or six differ-
ent times from the courthouse and
back across the street to the jail. Each
individual I spoke with responded to
me in a rude, unprofessional manner,

* stating that it was not their job to do

the paperwork required for bond post-
ing, and they would not take my money.
One individual could not find the pris-
oner’s name on the computer system
and kept asking me what the charge
was. After sitting for five hours in the

lobby of that “hell hole” they call the

"They shouldn't have an
uniimited amount, They need to
manage what they've been given
5o far. The CEOs need to learn to
live within that structure.”

_ this manner to a $58 theft and imple-

"[ think there should be a imit

because we can't keep giving

and giving. How about some :
of the people still taking these
wonderful bonuses and making 2
the big bucks, how about they
give some back."
Susan Doughty, 54, Canton

Wayne County Jail, someone decided
to complete the paperwork, and take
my money. But not after sending me to
a nearby ATM for an additional $22
charge that they claimed was neLde to
do the paperwork:

As a 7i-year-old lifelong resident of
Wayne County and a taxpayer, I am
thoroughly disgusted. And to add insult
to injury: when the bond was released
by the judge a few days later, I was i
unable to retrieve my money, and was
told by the cashier at the courthouse
that I would have to wait six to eight
weeks for it to be returned to me by
mail. I feel the whole system is filled X
with corruption and incompetence.
Since 1 have been a dedicated member
of the Democratic Party all my life and i
a political activist, 1 think I.may have °
to change my party affiliation. More
change is definitely needed.

Mary Young
Canton

Puzzled with police

I am writing in response to the i
article, “P-CEP employee charged with
stealing money from schoal,” printed
in Thursday, Feb. 5th’s, edition of the
QObserver.

Kudos to Canton Tﬁwnshlp for using.
resources available to them in order to
make an arrest and to plant money in
order to catch the person responsible
for stealing $58 from P-CEP and in
such a prompt manner as well.

If Canton Township can respond in

ment the measures they did in order to
catch a thief, I am truly disappointed
and confused as to why the Canton
Township police did not respond in
the same manner to us when we filed
report after report, for four malicious
destruction of property incidents, and o
theft from a building, all occurring :
within a six-roonth period of time.
These incidents included: slashing
of our pool with a knife, resulting in
an irreparable 8-inch gash, our house
being shot at, resulting in the destrue-
tion of a second, newly instailed, brand
new pool, destruction of vur storm
door, and security lights. Our rear .
window of our truck was shot at and
destroyed, wires to our house were cut,
trespassing, and theft of our person-
ally installed surveillance system (at |
the suggestien of the Canton Township i
police,) all resulting in a total amount = |
of about $1,000 in damages and $300
worth of property stolen. Is this not
considered enough to warrant an inves-
tigation?

We experienced theft from a build-
ing, but it was never considered “lar-
ceny from a building? which is the very .
crime that Deputy Chief Robert Kerr E
stated as being the cause of Sheila
Honeycutt’s arraignment. Perbaps laws -
are different for public vs. private enti-
ties. Regardless, it is truly amazing
how quickly Canton Township police
responded to P-CEP’s pleas and was not
hesitant in investigating the matter and
was able to implement resources to help
with their investigation. :

Kimberly Nichols
Canton
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Magic Bag
purse show

Canton handbag

! designer Michele
Kramp will preview

i her Spring 2009 Magic
’ Bag Lady line, made
from recycled fabrics
and findings, during a
frunk show at Heavenly
Metal in Ann Arbor

_ 6-9 p.m, Friday, March

i 6. Shop for handbags

i and browse the store's
; clothing, jewelry and

; artwork while enjoying |
wine and hors d'oeuvres [
at the shop, located
at 207 E. Ann §t. Call
(734) 663-4247, visit
¢ www.heavenlymetal,
‘ com, or RSVP at
themagichaglady®@
yahoo.com,

Wensdy Von Buskirk . Editor . (313) 222-8883 . wvonb@hometown| ife.cdm

118 unleashed

BY WENSDY VON BUSKIRK
0 & E STAFF WRITER FASHION UNLEASHED

What: Runway show featuring

clothes from The Shirt Box, Guys

N' Gals and Moosejaw

When: 8:30-10:36 p.m. Saturday,

March? :

Where: Orchard Matl, Qrchard

Lake Road north of Maple, West

Times may be tough, but it’s
still easy to be fashionable.
Just take some cues
from Fashion Unleashed,
8:30-10:30 p.m. March 7
: - at Orchard Mall in West
! ' : Bloomfield. The annual run-

E-mail items for consideration i Malls  its Fall 2009 Trunk ShowMarch ~ way event benefits Michigan Bioomnfield

& Main Streets at least iwo weeksin  4-7. The Pendleton passion for Region B'nai B'rith Youth Tickets: $15; $10-students; $250
j wvonb@hometownlife.com. and wearable on-trend stylecap-  teens model the clothes each Michi an'Re ion B'nai Bith
: tures the heart of the Fall season.  year. ichigan Reg :

MEIMAN MARCUS BEAUTY EVENT  Customers attending the show tmay

TROY — Purchase $100 or view samples and place orders with
more in cosmetics or fragrance no obligation — a great opportu-
and receive an NM Exclusivetote  nity for petite, plus and tall cus-

in pink, turquoise or orange filled  tomers. Pendleton is located at 117
with nine colorful treats during N Center St. Call (248) 596-9820
The Beauty Event, through March  or visit Pendleton Woolen Mills at
8. 8pend $1,000 in cosmetics o www.pendleton-usa.com.

fragrance and get $100 offyour -
total purchase on the spot. Visit WOMEN'S WARE/WOMEN'S WEAR
Neiman Marcus at the Somerset YPSILANTI — Fashionistas
Coliection in Troy or online at and artistas might want to sched-
WWW.Ielrnanmareus.com. ule a road trip to see Wornen's
‘Ware/Women's Wear at the
ADELE WECHSLER APPEARANCE Eastern Michigen University’s
TROY — The Bridal Salon at Ford Gallery through March 25.
Macy’s Somerset will hostcouture  The exhibit explores women's art
wedding gown designer Adele in various media including textiles
Wechsler as she takes appoint- and jewelry. Works by 15 artists

ments during her trunk show, Feb.  use clothing, accessories, broaches,
27-March 1L Wechsler is known embroidered pillows and but-

for timeless gowns, emphasized by ton sculptures to reflect ferninist
sheer overlays which flirt withlight  themes. An installation explores

This year, they’ll be wear-
ing the latest looks from The
Shirt Box, Guys *N Gals and
Moosejaw.

Lois Levenson, owner of
Guys ‘N Gals at the Orchard
Mall, will act as emcee.

Levenson has been in busi-
ness for 33 years, and has lent

_ clothing from her trendy shop

to Fashion Unleashed since it
began.

Her daughter, Julie
Feldman, served as president
and treasurer for BBYO as
a teen. Now, as co-owner of
Guys ‘N Gals, she helps to
organize the fashion show.

“It’s a great organization,”
said Feldman, who graduated
from West Bloomfield High
School. “It keeps kids busy
and involved in their commu-

" at Tapper’s Diamonds and

Youth Organization

item for spring it should be a
scarf, Feldman said. Look for
lightweight, colorful scarves,
with or without fringe.
“That’s a great way to update
your wardrobe. Throw it on
with a dress, or with tank
tops and jean shorts or jeans,”
Feldman said.

Tickets to Fashion
Unleashed are $10 for stu-
dents; $15 for general admis-
sion; and $250 for a pre-glow

Fine Jewelry with wine and
hors d’oeuvres, along with
prime seats at the show.

All proceeds benefit
Michigan Region BBYO, a
non-profit organization that
provides leadership training,

and movement. Call (248) 816- shopping and its meaning, For nity, it promotes community  educational, social, athletic
4270 or visit the store, 2752 West  more information call (734) 487- service and lets them meet and community service pro-
Big Beaver Road, Troy. 1268 or visit http://www.emich. different kids from all over.” grams for Jewish teenagers Stephanie Horwitz of West Bloomfield, regionai president for B'nai B'rith :
+ edu/ffordgallery/ Feldman said the outfits from all backgrounds. Girls, models clothing from Guys ‘N Gals at last year's Fashion Unieashed.
PAMPER THE BRIDE AND BEYOND she’s sending down the cat- ‘ . ' e
SOUTHFIELD - Silver HERSH'S HOSTS ZELDA TRUNK  walk will reflect the bright -
Garden of Southfield will host the WEST BLOOMFIELD colors, ruffles and dresses i
, third annual “Pamiper the Bride — Hersh's will hold its-annual “that are in vogue. o
: & Beyond” Bridal Expo 10 a.m-3 - ZELDA trunk show with beauti- “It’s all spring and light o
pn. Saturday, Feb. 28 at Silver fully designed separates for Spring ~ and fun and airy,” she said. .
Garden in Sonthfield. March 12-14. Hershsislocatedon ~ “Dresses are huge, so I'll ‘ "
This event will feature interac- -+ The Boardwalk at 6901 Orchard definitely be doing a segment :

tive workshops, live music, exclo- Lake Road in West Bloomfield.
sive exhibitors, giveaways., pamper  Call (248) 626-7776.

with dresses.”
The bohemian look is also

WATCHMEI

services, a Spotlight Fashion hot, Feldman said, and there
Showcase and a “Grooms Lounge.”  WHIMSICAL WEDDING EXPO are many ways to wear it.
Call (248) 809-2117 or visit www. ROYAL OAX — Brides-to-be “It’s ‘hippie chic,” she said. . : _
pamperthebrideexpo.oom can find avariety of Whimsical “Maxi dresses, loose fitting ‘ - . _
Occasions Wedding Expolpm.  tops, maybe with embroi-
PARISIAN HOSTS COMMUNITY DAY Sunday, March 15, at the Royal dery, little hippie headbands Excl u SIve Poste r
LIVONIA — Shopforacause  QakMusic 'Ihea’a*e 318 W. Fourth  with feathers at the end, long . .

as Parisian hosts Community Day  St., Royal Oak. For tickets, $8

beaded earrings. How cute
¥eb. 28, Purchase a $5 booklet advance, $10 day of show, Call

will all that look on the run-

stocked full of discounts good for (248) 399-2980 or visit www. way?” . .y .
that day only, and proceeds from occasions.comm. Bat if & gal can only buy one A Sneak peek at the comic tu med movie.
the sale of the coupon books will _ .

benefitvarious kel charities. Plus, an exclusive poster by Watchmen :
The Bon-Ton Stores, Inc. recently N o ] . : .

amoucedoverstomillonwas | mazke your legs beautifil agai illustrator Dave Gibbons.

raised for local non-profit organi- y ’ =

zations and agencles thrmlgh its . m‘aﬁmé:m f‘?&empses Lsas i .

2008 semi-anial Comnmmty Lavesh Feedinniagy o movide you safe, sondmvasive,

Day events. Parisian is located at peinless and effective varose and spider vain car

Laurel Park Place in Livenia and wih B0 SEPIPRIRY gug 20 S0ATINE

The Village of Rochester Hills,

BEAUTY FROM THE INSIDE OUT
ROYALQAK — The

Al provedirgs s in-offe, and mest ae
5
posered 8y LHYENTHUE, Yot be up and

walking mmodiately, with 7T that sliows yoy

Relationship Institute will stage 10 get ek o yout e, Ploase visic v web site o
“Beanty From the Inside Out,” a ta 362 how vsve Geipeds others ’ k
women’s workshop on using food, v Atharagics.cam, /\\/ o
meditation and mind/body inte- . A L

gration to enhance natural beauty, ’ \ -
i ADVANCED VEIN
women — Kelly Hale, founder/ THERAPIES

director of Inspired Wellness in m@; i :;&:L;E}%,umfs e mﬁfﬁsﬂ?ﬁ nwmmim:?:xu; e
mst['uctog T Ana&]ifmﬁ 24&%4&.9320 i wwwAVtherapies.com

culinary arts educator specializing %W12\WW‘WWWEWV'LW°* 2oy Rowd o 146
in raw/vegan foods and founder As seen in the Yellow Pages OsasssTe20
of Regeneration Raw; and Shirley

Bavonese, social workerand found- %
er of the Relationship Institute. H

Cost is $46 per person or $75 for \

two people attending together. The |

Relationship Institute is Jocated at ‘ -

27172 Woodward Ave., Royal Oak.

Call (248) 546-0407 or visit www. Brm%hn your old fur

relationshin-institite.com. or oither outerwear

onship-institite . (any age, style or condition)

PENDLETON TRUNK SHOW Recezve A “Very” Generous
NORTHVILLE — Pendleton Trade-In Allowance

in downtown Northville will hold

Through Saturday

Trust Is Earne
5 Generations

Detroit » (313) 813-8300
" Bloomfield Hills ® (248) 642-3000
www.dittrichiurs. com

DJJ,'
Don’t Miss The Dittrich Family’ss

lince 7895
I 116 Years,

i
3

ord
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~Join us in beauttful Downtown Plymouth

350 S. Main SIreet Plvmouth
(734) 416-0100
www.comparisdining.com

ey FAMILY MEAL DEAL

“The bonus at Compari’s is that its casual, classic, southern Italian .I p m-=- 5 p m
- food is every bit as appealing as its relaved setting” “It’s all about

. excellent brick oven pizzas and homey Italian American favorites” 8 9 per
- =-8ilvia Rector-Detroit Fres Press
"OAPPY H OUR 'ws=wwr - 5_person f——
At Bar Only Served Family Style I}AI\ERING
- - Penne ;’:s"t:enfi?!’ra:f;a?ﬁagljgakrsﬁ Sauce Np :
MON-THURS 4 PM- 6 PM ON PREMISE
Approximately 2 Slices of Pizza per person ' -
FR E E PIZZA (Pizza m‘rg: gg’ i;:::;o;%igg’ynfl items PA RTIES
WITH DRINK PURCHASE Mirimum of 3 peopl « o roups

Graduation
Communions
Batptisms
Showers
Rehearsal Dinners
GCorporate Parties
and
Intimate Wedding
Receptions
Etc.

Ask for
Gayle Morones
for more
information.

escape to the
380 S. Main Street  Plymouth

(734) 416-9340
www.fiammagrille.com

***  “Mmm, good: Fiamma’s a gem” -Emiliana Sandoval the Delroit Froe Press

Receive 2 AMC movie tickets,
our complements, with the purchase of
any 2 entrées at Fiamma

(No other discounts maybe combined or applied with this offer)
Tickets valid anytime

1/2 OFF ~ 1/2 OFF

Select Bottles Chmegg%nes

of Wine

Under$00  1/20FF = =
' Oysters T

QEQBE458642
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Concerts, theater and more events iﬁ Get Ou.t, BT
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E¢ Wright, editor . (313} 222-2047
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e Gala chaileﬂge

Salem senior forward Tracy Whalen squares up for a jumper during Tuesday night's 50-39 victory over Livonia
Franklin in the KLAA Kensington Conference championship game. Whalen finished with 12 points and 12 rebounds.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER:-

BY ED WRIGHT
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

_game.

Early this season, when his
1-6 team was performing as
poorly as the economy, Salem
girls basketball coach Fred
Thomann offered the follow-
ing stimulus plan to his out-of-
sync squad: Let’s start playing

50-39 victory over Livonia
Franklin in the Kensington
Lakes Activities Association
Kensington Conference title

Salem will take its 12-7

Salem’s basketball team poses with the KLAA Kensington Conference trophy
foilowing Tuesday's 50-39 victory over Livonia Franklin.

ot

Salem overcomes -6 start to win title

record into Friday night’s
KLAA Association champion-
ship contest against White -
Lake Lakeland. The opening
tip is set for 7 p.m. at Salem,
“When we were 1-6, this.
group of players said, ‘Hey, let’s
change this thing around,” said
Thomann. “They said, ‘Let's
come together, Let’s play as

together. a group. Let’s make sure that
The Rocks not only bought  we don't go out of here leaving
into the plan, they've executed  something behind.
it to near-perfection. “And, at this point of time,
The ensuing dividends have  they haven't left anything
sdacluded 11 wins in 12 games  behind.”
— the latest Tuesday night’s Salem rocked at both ends

of the court, shooting 51.5
percent (17-for-33) from the
field while forcing the Patriots
into a 15-for-48 (31.2 percent}

Please see ROCKS, B2

Chiefs' honorees shine

BYEDWRIGHT
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

in ‘Senior Night' victory

If everything goes as planned, you get
fireworks on the Fourth of July, candy
on Valentine’s Day and at least a few
unforgettable senior moments on “Senior
Night”

The memorable moments — and a few
dazzling fireworks-worthy plays — came
at a fast and furious pace Monday night
for the Canton basketbal team's seniors,
whose final home game netted a 62-53
victory over Northville,

Led by Marlan Glenn's 21 points, seniors

accounted for all but 13 of the Chiefs’
offense.
Dietrich Lever, who unfortunately for

KLAA foes won't be a senior for two more

years, added 11 points for the winners.

“Senior Night' is big for the guys — théy

were really fired up,” said Canton coach
Dan Colligan, whose team improved to
9-8 with the KL.AA cross-over triumph.

“The seniors commented before the game
that they only have one more game on this
floor and you ctuld tell they had a special

focus tonight. And we also had a good
opponent, which is just as important.”

For three quarters, it appeared the
young but talented opponents may spoil
the Chiefs’ special night as the Mustangs
raced to a 25-22 halfiime lead before
clinging to a 37-36 advantage after three
stanzas.

However, Dietrich Lever’s steal-and-
layup sequence 15 seconds into the final
quarter gave the hosts alead they would
never relinquish.

“I thought we played well in spurts
tonight, but we had a few big defensive
breakdowns that cost us,” said Northville
coach Todd Sander, whose squad slipped
to 5-12. “Give Canton credit. They made
the big shots when they had to and they
knocked down open triples when they
needed to.” :

Joining Glenn in the senior spotlight
were Sherif Hassanien, who scored nine
points by nailing three of four triple tries;

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canten senior Sherif Hassanien, pictured
above in a game earlier this season, scored
nine points in the Chiefs’ 62-53 “Senior Night”
victory over Northville,

Kiere Daniels, who netted seven points,
five rebounds and four steals; Kyle Biega,
who scored six points, including four
clutch free throws down the stretch;
Daniel Stoney, who pulled down five
boards; and Joey Krizanek, who contrib-

- uted four points in his first start of the

season.
Daniels was the most scintillating
senior. The 5-foot-9 springJoaded forward

* started the night by winning the opening

tip against a player at least four inches tall-
er and he capped it with a highlight-reel
baseline drive that resulted in an and-one
with 2:47 left.

“I think Kiere might be the best
rebounder under 5-10 in the league,
without question,” said Colligan. “He

Please see CHIEFS, B2

BRLAN ABBEY

Salem senjor wrestler Sam Lepper has emerged as the team's most consistent winner

following some early-career adversity.

Lepper pu

reversal or

ike a lot of Americans, I'm con-
stantly searching for a dose of
inspiration to help offset the
gloomy headlines and dismal eco-
nomic forecasts that greet us like
menacing clouds most mornings.

That’s why I paid extra close
attention to the words of Salem
wrestler Sam Lepper during a
recent interview I conducted with
him in a second-floor Salem class-
room, just a stone’s throw from the
wrestling room where the senior’s
inspirational story has been writ-
ten.

While Lepper is not a hero — at
least in the police officer/firefight-
er/Spider-man sense of the word —
his uplifting story of perseverance,
resilience and ultimate triumphs’
can teach us all a thing or two about
executing a stunning reversal when
adversity seems to have both of our
shoulder blades pinned to the mat.

In the beginning ...

Following the urging of a football
teammate his freshman year at
Salem, Lepper joined the school’s

s inspiring

adversity

| wrestling team.

He had never
stepped on a wres-
tling mat prior to
the Rocks first
practice — and it
| showed.
i3 7. 1 Atleast 35 times

: that winter — he’s
number — Lepper
competed in varsity matches in the

160-pound weight class.

And every time each of those
35-plus matches ended, the referee
lifted the right arm of Lepper’s tri-
umphant opponent.

Lepper went O-for-the-2005-06
seasomn.

No relief

The grueling practices that fell in
between the series of losses weren’t
irips to Disney World either, Lepper
remembered.

“1 was usually paired up at prdc-
tice with Jeremy Epley my freshman

Please see LEPPER, B2

~ Food & Wine, B3

Agape cagers

triumph .
The Canton Agape girls

basketball team used a

13-4 third-guarter run to
register a 52-36 victory

. over Mt. Carmel Tuesday

night. _

“We played a sloppy
first half and only led
by two at halftime,”
lamented Agape coach
Dan DeWitt. “But the
girls came out and played
very well during the third
quarter.” .

Madison Miller had.
a stellar game at both
ends of the court for
the Wolverines as she
notched 10 points and
six steals. Brooke Purcell
also played well, notching
14 points and 12 boards.

Whalers triumph

After winning Friday
in Sarnia and los-
ing Saturday to Erie,
the Plymouth Whalers
— challenging the Guelph
Storm for home-ice
advantage in the first -
round of the Ontario
Hockey League playoffs
— defeated Saginaw, 4-

1, before 2,421 Sunday
afternoon at Compuware
Arena. The victory
imiproved Plymouth to 31-
23-5-0, .

Veteran Matt Caria
assisted on all four
Plymouth goals and
goaltender Matt Hackett
rebounded from being
lifted in the first period
in a 7-4 loss to Erie with
30 saves as the game’s
first star. Tyler Seguin’
(16), Ryan Hayes (23),
Chris Terry (team-lead-
ing 34th) and Kaine
Geldart (10th) scored for
Flymouth. Jack Combs
(28th) scored the lone
Saginaw goal.

The Whalers scored the
only goal of the first peri-
od-and it came in transi-
tion when Caria hit Chris
Terry with a pass on the
left wing-in the Saginaw
zone and he found Seguin’
skating hard to the

-front of the goal. Terry

threaded the puck from
the left circle out in fromnt
to Seguin, who made no
mistake in directing the
shot past Saginaw goal-
tender Edward Pasquale
at 3:20. o :
Flymouth took a 2-0
lead at 6:57 of the second
period with the teams
skating four-on-four.
Whalers defenseman
Beau Schmitz lifted a
shot from the right point
that was directed by Ryan
Hayes from the right
circle past Pasquale.

MU lady cagers win

Erin Bentley finished
with a team-high 14
points, including a key
triple with 25 seconds
remaining Saturday
to give host Madonna
University (14-16, 9-5) a
57-55 Wolverine-Hoosier
Athletic Conference win
over the University of .
Michigan-Dearborn (16-
12, 3-11).

Seniors Christie
Carrico and Alysa Guerin
(Salem), both playing in
their final home games,
finished with 10 and
eight points, respectively.

Kim Olech (Plymouth)
added nine points and 15
rebounds. .

Chanel Bridges paced
the Wolves with 12 points
and 16 rebounds. Yvonne
Hamood added 12 points
and eight rebounds, while
Katie Roberts scored 11
points. .

The Crusaders, seeded
fourth, open the WHAC
playoffs beginning at
7:30 p.m. Wednesday

‘at home against Siena

Heights (11-19).







