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Connection
Frog hunters

If you ever wanted to play a role
in monitoring the health of the
Rouge River, there is an upcoming
workshop that could be of some
interest. Friends of the Rouge, a
nonprofit organization dedicated
to revitalizing the river, will host
a frog and toad survey workshop
7-9 p.m.-March 4 at Canton’s
Summit on the Park (in the
Walnut Room).

Volunteers who are willing to
survey nearby wetlands to locate
frogs and toads, which are indica-
tors of the watershed’s health, are
asked to sign up for the workshop,
To sign up, call (313) 792-9621
.or e~-mail monitoring@therouge.
org and leave your name, home
address, phone number, num-
ber of attendees and date of'the
Canton workshop.

Join the band

The award-winning Plymouth-
Canton marching band is host-
ing a series of informational
meetings for students (and their
parents) who are interested in
joining the 2009 marching band
program.

The meeting is designed for
existing eighth-graders, but is
open to any high school student.
Interested students wilt spend
time with the existing marchers,
while parents listen to a presen-
tation by the Plymouth Canton
Music Boosters on how eighth-
graders can become a member
of the 2009 summer/fall season.
Future musicians and color guard
members are welcome.

Parents and students are asked
to attend one of the following
open house meetings at Plymouth
High School (8400 Beck Road,
Canton —~ enter near the big yel-
low truck):

N Tuesday, March 10, at 7 p.m.

8 Wednesday, April 22, at 7

P
® Thursday, May 7, at 7 p.m.
W Monday, June 15, at 7 p.m.
For more information, contact
Barb Hawkins, new member rep-
resentative, at (734} 420-5355, or
visit www.pemnb.net.

Meetings online
Canton’s Board of Trustees

and Planning Commission meet-

ings can now be viewed online

at www.canton-mi.org/commit-

tees/board_video.aspx. The meet-

ings are also shown on Canton

Community Television (Channel

10 on WOW and Channel 12 on

Comeast).
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indian Motorcycle dealer Jeff Scott astride an Indian. Af left, fe'fry Berendt, Kéitlyn Dwyer, and Lisa Beam.

Return of an American icon

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The first American-made
motorcycle is making a comeback,
and the Dick Scott Automotive
Group — Dick Scott Nissan in
Canton and Dick Seott Dodge in
Plymouth — plans to be part of it.

Indian Motorceycles, which
dates back to 1901, is back in
production after going out of
business in 1953. The Dick Scott
Automotive Group is one of only
seven dealers nationwide selling
the exclusive bikes that sell for
between $31,500 to $38,500,

“We've been open since Jan. 5
and we've already sold 10,” said
Jeff Scott, 45, whose motorcycle
dealership is on Michigan Avenue
west of [-275. “It's amazing the
brand equity that Indian carries
in the motorcycle community.
Even though they've had their
problems and have been back
once since 1953, the Indian name
is an iconic brand.”

Indian was big in racing in the
early part of the 20th century and
supplied the majority of police
and military motorcycles dur-
ing World War I1. After the war
ended, the company fell on hard
times and stopped preduction in
1953.

Scott, who's the motoreycle
rider in the family, said he pushed
hard to get the automotive group
to add Indian to its lineup.

“We're dealing with custom-
ers in California, Illinois, Ohio,
Indiana ... from all over,” said
Scott, who noted the features on
Indian bikes are very distine~
tive. “You've got premium leather
seats, the deep valanced fender
is an Indian trademark as is the

4

Dick Scott one of a handful of dealers selling revitalized Indian motorcycles
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The new Indians feature lots of chrome

and fine detail.

lighted Indian head fender orna-
ment. '
“What makes them great

motorcyeles is they're all hand
built by two-man teams in North
Carolina from start to finish,” he
added. “They have the highest
content of American-made parts
of any bike made.”

INDIAN MOTORCYCLES

Where: Dick Scott Nissan, 41775
Michigan Avenue, Canton

Hours: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday-
Friday; 10 a.m. {0 5 p.m. Saturday

Phone: (734) 398-5454

Scott said the Baker six-speed
transmissions are made in
Haslett, Mich., and the high-level
of chrome is standard.

“The power of the engine is
great for a eruiser,” Scott said. “It’s
got 84 horsepower and 100 foot-
pounds of torque. That will get
you moving pretty quick.”

The Indian Chief comes with
four different trim packages,
pricing it much higher than its
well-known competitor, Harley-
Davidson, which sells from
between $14,000 to $18,000.

Scott plans to have his grand
opening June 27 when the riding
weather should be much better.

_ thruscato@hometowniife.com | (313) 222-2637

Index
APARTMENTS . . .. . C3 . .
AuToMOTHE .. ... .. ..C4 BY BRAD KADRICH
CAREER BULDER ... . ... C1 OBSERVER STAFF WRITER
CrRosswoRD PUzZLE ... ... G2 - : ‘
EDUCATION . e e e - A Administrators in the
Heauth & Firness. ... ..B10 Plymouth-Canton school dis-
MILESTONES. . .. ... . BT trict were already staring ata
NEIGHBORS.. .. ... ... .. B potential $3 million deficit in
OBITUARIES., . - . . B5 the 2009-10 budget before Gov.
REALESTTE o o  C2 Jennifer Granholm started talk-
SPORTS . e e e B ing about a $59 per-student cut
in state aid to public schools.
For Home 1‘i?:lVith the state’s third-largest
: . school district at some 19,000
(E?Ge é;vgg_(;a;;,Y students, Flymouth-Canton was
looking at nearly $1.2 million .
. in further cuts. And since the
‘FA\ c?istrict has cut some $16 mil-
W lion the last half-dozen vears,
}’ officials were wondering where
- the additional cuts were going
President Barack Obama’s
federal stimulus plan apparently
- took care of that. Granholm said
this week the money from the
8 5374 10007 & federal stimulus package would

Federal funds could ease district’s budget crunch

negate the need for the $59 cut
to which she’d been alluding.

“This certainly helps, this
is better news,” said Dr. Craig
Fiegel, Plymouth-Canton’s
superintendent. “We were look-
ing at $4 million (in cuts) before
we even got started.”

Even the $59 cut Granhelm
had earlier suggested would
have been better than numbers
Fiegel said they’d beén hearing,
perhaps as much as $130 per
student.

Granholm said this week rules
governing the federal stimulus
money prohibits cuiting state
aid to education below 2008 lev-
els. Even so, Plymouth-Canton
will need to cut some $3 million.

They're trying to do it, Fiegel
said, without affecting the class-
room, but with some 90 percent
of the costs people-related, it’s
getting tougher. That’s why the
district is looking at areas such -

as food service, which the school
board just decided to take in-
house, for improvements.

“You look at places like opera-
tions or food service or trans-
portation,” Fiegel said. “Are
there ways to be more efficient,
energy costs, those types of
things. Can we control them
better? Those kinds of things
don’t affect the classrooms.”

The school board has already
begun looking at next year’s bud-
get. Fiegel said a budget work-
shop is likely to be held in'mid-
March and the public is certainly
welcome to attend as the board
decides where it can cut.

“It just gets harder and hard-
er, because there’s just not much
left in there,” Fiegel said. “The
board has been very concerned
about class size, and we certain-
Iy don’t want those to go up. But
there aren’t a lot of other places
to look.”

A

Local road
projects could
be eligible for
stimulus money

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER'

Canton Township officials will know
this week which of five submitted road
projects will be completed with trans-
portation funds from President Barack
Obama’s economic recovery package.

While Canton officials certainly would
like all five to be funded, the likelihood
— according to a Wayne County official
— is that no more than two will make the
final cut as the county divides $24 million
in transportation stirnulus money among
cities and townships outside of Detroit.

“I would expect one or two of the projects
will make the list,” said Ken Kucel, deputy

director of
Canton has submitted a engineering for
total of 27 projects to the Wayne County

governor's office for economic  and chairman
stimutus money, including of the Wayne
some that will save energy and County Federal

preserve historical buildings.  Aid Committee,
For the story, please see A9,  “We have a total
of $24 million in

funding, with a quarter of that ($6 million)
to city jurisdictions. The remaining $18
million will go to the townships. -

“We're being instructed by MBOT
{(Michigan Department of Transportation)
and SEMCOG (Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments) to have an
approved program by the end of this
month,” he added. “We'll use next week to
come up with a solid program to present to
the Wayne County Federal Aid Committee
for approval.”

Among the projects Canton Township
submitted for funding are:

B Canton Center between Palmer and
Cherry Hill

B Sheldon Center from Canton Center
to Joy

B The Warren-Lilley intersection

B Cherry Hill from Canton Center to
Sheldon

B Warren from Beck to Canton Center

Some of the projects are scheduled for
widening. However, Kucel said because
of the parameters of the stimulus money,
reconstruction may be the only alternative.

“We have to spend the money within a
year,” Kugel said. “If the projects are not
designed and have environmental clear-
ance, the process lends itself to preserva-
tion projects.”

Wayne County Commissioner Kevin
McNamara, D-Canton Township, said he
believes the Canton projects are “shovel ready”
as required by the Obama administration.

“A lot of those projects are ones we've had
on the list for quite a while,” McNamara
said. “We're hoping to take advantage of the
opportunity. It’s good for the community to
fix the roads and good for the economy.”

Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy is real-
istic, knowing many communities have
submitted dozens of projects for federal
stimulus money.

“We're just hoping to get our fair share,”
he said.
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Rotary poker fund-

raiser

The Canton Rotary Club
will host a “Texas Hold-em”
tournament fund-raiser at 5
p.m., March 4-7 (Wednesday-
.Saturday) at Townand
Country Lanes, 1100 8. Wayne
Road, Westiand (south of -
Cherry Hill). After all pay-
outs, all additional money will
be used by the Rotary Club
for local programs. For more
information call (734) 787-
5758 or (734) '722-5000.

Canton Follies

Destination Theatre, in
cooperation with Canton
‘Township, will present the
third annual Canton Follies
March 12-14-at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill. This
year’s all new show will be
[ & musical review of one hit
wonders of the 50s through
80s. The Canton Folliesis a
yearly tradition that brings
‘together local singers and
dancers from the Canton
area. Produced by Pam Rossi,

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, February 22, 2009

'

.
Pom prominence
More than 50 high school and collegiate pompon teams from throughout
Michigan competed in the Junior Varsity, Varsity and Collegiate Divisions
at the Mid American Pompon 30th annual State Championship at Eastern
Michigan University on Sunday. Canton High School pompon placed first in
the Junior Varsity Division. Plymouth earned second and Novi took third
place. Each team performed & traditional Mid American style, original pompon’
routine. The routines featured athleticism, visual effects, rhythmic timing, -
showmanship and outstanding kicklines. Teams were judged on 10 categories
by a select group of pompon experts. There was a guest performance from i
the Defroit Spark, the dance team of the professional indoor soccer team, the
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musie direction by Kylee
Phillips and choreography by
Craig Nichols.

Tickets are $15 for general
admission, and may be pur-
chased at DestinationTheater,
org. Tickets are also avail-
able at Canton’s Summit on

" the Park box office, 46000

Summit Parkway, (7344) 394-
5460.
3-on-3 hoops

Boys and girls in grades 3-8
are invited to participate in
the Youth 3-on-3 Basketbali
Tournament on Saturday, Feb.
28 at the Summit on the Park,
Boys and girls divisions will
be set up for grades 3-4, 5-6,
and 7-8 to play starting at 10
a.m. Awards will be given to
each division winner and run-
ner-up.

All games will be officiated

" and teams will be guaranteed

two games.

Early registration is encour-
aged. Team registration will
close at 3 p.m., Feb. 27. Four
players may be on the roster,
Only one person from each

“team is needed to register.

Registration fees are $52 per
team. For more information
or to register, call (734) 483-
5600,

‘Brazil and Beyond'

Brazil and Beyond will be
performing at 8 p.m., Friday,
March 6, at the Vlllage
Theater at Cherry Hill, 50400
Cherry Hill at Ridge Road in
Canton. Tickets are $12. For
more information call (734}
394-5460.

Charity bowli-a-thon

Seedlings’ 22nd Annual
Bowl-A-Thon for Braille
Books will take place Sunday,
March 22, at the Super Bowl
Lanes in Canton. This event

Detroit Ignition. For- mare information piease visit www.pompon.com.

will help put braille books
into the hands of blind chil-
dren. There will be many
great raffle prizes and the
‘bowlers who raise the most
pledges will be-eligible for top
prize packages. The 2009 goal
is to buy 25,000 braille books.

Register or pledge a bowler
online or download a bro-
chure at www.seedlings.org
under the “special events”
section. Bowlers will receive
three games, lunch, a goody
bag, and a free ticket for a
chance raffle drawing. Tax-
deductible door prize and
lane or T-shirt sponsorships
are still available to local

businesses. Register now and.

reserve a spot at the event.
The registration deadline is
March 7, and the minimum -
donation per bowler is $50.

Seedlings Braille Books for
Children is a non-profit orga-
nization in Livonia dedicated
to increasing the opportunity
for braille literacy by provid-
ing high quality, low-cost
braille books for blind chil-
dren. Every $10 earned at this
bowl-a-thon will create one
more book, Last year, bowlers
raised more than $23,000 to
provide blind children access
to popular children’s books in
braille and to bring them the
materials they need to “read
and succeed.”

For more information, visit
www.seedlings.org.

St. Michael open house

$t. Michael Christian
School is hosting an open
house on Thursday, Feb. 19
from 6:30-8 p.m. The school
offers 3 year old preschool
through fifth grade classes
including all day kindergarten
and half day Young Fives. St.

Michael Christian School pro-
vides a Christ centered educa-
tion using the Holy Bible, the
Concordia Publishing House
study series, and a weekly
chapel service led by the pas-
toral staff,

St. Michael Chnstlan
School is located at 7000 N.
Sheldon Road in Canton. For
more information, call (734)
459-9720 or visit www.stmi-
chael-church.org.

Canton Toastmasters

The Canton Commuunicators
Toastmasters Club, a non-
profit group where members
learn both communication
and leadership skills, meets .
every Wednesday at 6:30
p.m. at the Canton Coney
Island at 8533 Lilley Road,
just south of Joy Road, in the
Golden Gate Plaza. Visitors
are always welcome. For more
information, please contact
Bonnie at (734) 646-2237.

Business Network
Professionals

Business Network
Professionals, alocal chap--
ter of Business Network
International, meets weekly
on Wednesday mornings from
7-8:30 a.m. at the Canton
Coney Island (at the corner

of Lilley and Joy roads). Any

person in business in the
Plymouth, Canton and sur-
rounding area is invited to
attend as a guest and meet
with other businesspersons,
for purposes of networking,
referrals, and supporting one
ancther.

Contact Bill MacFarland,
chapter president, at (734)
812-3845 for more mforma-
tion.
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CORRECTIONS

B In the story “Police make

~ series of arrests in unrelated

thefts” that ran in the Feb. 19
Observer, Jarrod Alan Voss of
Trenton, who was charged with
stealing hats from JC Penney,
was incorrectly identified as
Jarrod Alan Robinson.

M A story in the Feb. 19
Observer about green proj-
ects at the Plymouth-Canton .
Educational Park should have
identified the Canton company
working with school officials as
Mechanical Energy Systems.
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tudents

- BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The stars came out form
an afternoon of rock’nroll, -
Michael Jackson was there.
Kiss made an appearance.
Even Bob Seger putin an
appearance ... Well, sort of.

- Students at the Burger
Center for Students with
Autism put on their best rock
star faces and took to the stage
recently to present a talent
show that had something for
everyone.

“It’s amazing for us to see,”
said James Boogren, the
center’s associate director. “We
like to think we know the kids,
but with this, they show us -
another side.”

The students showed off
their moves, “strumming”
guitars and singing with
performances ranging from a
simple children’s song, Wheels
on the Bus, by Logan King-
Campbell to a rocking rendi-
tion of Hound Dog right down
to Elvis Presley’s swivel hips by
Brandon Davis.

Robyn Castle and Donna
Lober’s Crew - Brandy Abgell,
Rylee Crawford, Carmela
Dean, Chelsey Goslin, Erica
Hall, Trinity Irby, Nicole
Johnson, Tamara Little, Renee
Mills, Mary Ann Muldoon,
Jeni Ottathengil, Meghan
Perkins and Lauren Wadrzck -
high kicked their way into the
hearts of the audience, draw-
ing loud applanse for their
dance routine ste to the music
of Cyndi Lauper’s Girls Just
Want to Have Fun.

Gladys Knight and the
Pips may have made Heard It
Through the Grapevine a hit,
but Charlotte Yaeger and her
backups Ameer Abdelrahman,
Colin King-Campbell, Michael
Lomas and Jordan Lee
Peterson gave it a California
Raisin spin dressed as bunches
of grapes and singing into
oversized telephones,

“They've been practicing for
weeks, it's not easy because
they're not in the same class-
room,” teacher LeeAnn Dye
said. “They've been getting
together and working their

Nicholas Balr of Canton, who desujned his guitar and props, acts out
‘Crocodile Rock.' .

heinies off.”

Jonathan Walker glided across
the stage in his version of the
Michael Jackson hit, Thriller,
while Kayla Duka impersonated

ence into her performance of
the Kiss hit, I Want to Rock
and Roll. She got help singing
the chorus from the members
of the andjence like Ryan

preteen idol Miley Cyrus with Goldsworthy of the DSHL

her performance of Best of Both ~ Band who were waiting to per-
Worlds. And Brandon Davis form Seek and Destroy.

rocked with Hound Dog, There was even feats of

And Gabrielle Kreza didn't
need the platform shoes and
face makeup to get the audi-

prestidigitation, as Jared
{Rudolph) the Masked
Magician amazed his audience

Michigan Eye Doctor
‘Helps Legally Blind

Dr. Sheldon Smith fits special glasses to help those
with macular degeneration and other eye conditions.

Most of us take things like reading,
watching TV or playing cards for
granted. But poor vision from
conditions like macular degeneration,

| glatucoma, diabetes or cataracts make

'~ these tasks difficult or even
impossible. When people have
insufficient vision to do the things they
want to do they have low vision.

Dr. Smith, a Low Vision Specialist,
helps people with these types of eye
diseases see better. A Fellow of the
International Academy of Low Vision
Specialists, Dr. Smith is one of a select
group of doctors serving the visually

impaired.

“People don’t know that there are
-experienced doctors who can help
them with specialized low vision
. care,” says Dr. Smith. Patients often
end up using weak, clumsy hand-held
. magnifiers trying to help themselves
see better. Conversely, Dr. Smith
prescribes hands-free devices that are

easier to use.

In addition to the spectacle vision
aids, Dr. Smith offers training to help
people accomplish their daily
activities. Visual aids help patients

_ use their remaining vision to its fullest
capacity while rehabilitative training
mmproves the patient’s ability to carry
out necessary independent activities.

“Of course, safeguarding present

vision levels is crucial. Sun filters and
nufritional supplements can improve
vision and prevent further loss.

‘Leo Champange, wearing
special reading glasses

“It s wonderful to be able to see again.
I have a new lease on lifel”

-Dr. Smith’s patient.
Special prismatic reading glasses and
microscopes help make reading a little
easier. Special reading glasses start at
§$ 600 and custom telescopes can cost .
from $ 1800 to $ 2500.

If you or someone you know is
struggling with their vision, call Dr.
'Smith to find out how low vision care
can help. There is help available. You
just need to know where to find it.

Dr. Smith has offices in Warren,
Livonia and Greater Lansing. You can
reach Dr. Smith and Suburban Low
Vision of Michigan at:

877-677-2020

Dr. Sheldon Smith, O.D.

Member of the International Academy of Low Vision Specialists

www.JALVS.org

Interest FI‘BB Financing Now Availahle!

www.suburbaneyecare.com
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Jared ‘The Masked 'Magician’ Rudolph
showed off his prestidigitation skills
during Burger's talent show.

| LOCAL NEWS |

‘shine’ at annual talent show

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Allan Mo of Canton fip syncs and dances to ‘A Guy Like You' during the annual talent show held last week at the
Burger Center for Students with Autism Garden City.

with his ability to make things
disappear and guess which one
of three items his helper had
selected.

“Is it the pot of flowers?” he
asked. _

This is the sixth year the
students have presented the
talent show.

“It’s wonderful to see how
capable and entertaining our
students can be,” said Susan
Pinto, talent show co-chair.
“They really shine on stage.”

“The staff put a lot of time
into this, but to see the kids
come out for this, it’s hard to
find words,” Boogren added.

Charity event will mark
return of ‘Diabetic Rockstar

v

BY TONY BRUSCATO
GBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Frlday will be a home-
coming, of sorts, for

Christopher Thomas of New.

York City.

The 27-year-old former
Canton resident will hold a
concert fund-raiser at the
Cherry Martini Lounge in
Cherry Hill Village for his
Fight It charity that sup-

_ ports diabetics who can’t

afford the high costs associ-
ated with medications and
supplies.

Thomas was diagnosed

. with type 1 diabetes and

takes insulin to avoid kid-
ney failure, blindness or

even amputations. However, -

instead of the “woe’s me”
attitude he could have had,
Thomas — who dubbed
himself Diabetic Rockstar

" — moved to New York

where he waits tables, pur-
sues his writing career and
created diabeticrockstar.
com, an online community
where people can share per-
sonal stories, information
and resources.

“If you are looking for a
‘Poor me, I am diabetic’ sup-
port group, yow've come to
the wrong place,” writes
Thomas on the Web site.
“This Community is for those
who wish to live the life the
way it’s meant to be Tived, the
true Rockstar way.”

Friday’s furid-raiser will
inchide a $5 cover charge,
which will go to the charity.
There will also be raffles and
door prizes to raise money.

“I know how important
every dollar is for people -
these days, so'we kept the
amount low, while at the.
same time trying to give
back something for their
money, like a concert and
raffle,” Thomas said. “Tt’s
bard to raise money, these
days, for non-profits ...
especially being new.”

Thomas said he’s raised
about $12,000 in cash and
received another $16,000
in product donations from

A blog on MySpace has evolved
into a Web sife for Christopher
Thomas who will be in Canton this
week to raise money for his Fight
{t! which provides medications and
supplies to uninsured diabetics.

FIGHT IT!

What: Diabetes concert
event.

When: 6 p.m. to close,
Friday, Feb. 27. .

Where: Cherry Martini
Lounge, 50296 Chesry Hill,
west of Canton Center,
Canton,

What: Two focal bands
Shawn Rifey Band and ‘
QOutshine, wilt perform for the
Fight It charity.

Admission: $5.

companies and individuals.

Cherry Martini General
Manager Chris Phillips
decided to host the fund-
raiser after talking with one
of his customers, Rose Burns,
who is Thomas’ mother.

“We wanted to open our
doors to a group that could
benefit,” Phillips said. “We'll
have a couple of live bands, '
which is & change of pace of
what normally goes on in
this neighborhood. People
who know the family are
excited about it.”

“There are a lot of people
who are uninsured and can’t
afford supplies, it’s an aware-
ness people need 1o know,”
Burns said. “I'm proud he
took a negative in his life and

turned it into a positive.”

' CERTIEICATE OF DEROSIT

T2-MONTH

* The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is valid as of 2/22/09. $1:000
minimum deposit required 1o open either account. Offer valid only
on new sccoutits, Substantial penalty for ety withdrawal. May not be
combined with atiy other cerificate of deposit offer, .

CERTIFICATE @?@E?@Sé?
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State Department intern

Canton’s Alexander
Marinica is one of four Wayne
State University students
who will be interns at the
United States Department of
State this summer, receiving
$6,000 stipends as part of the

" inaugural Internship Fellows

Program {IFP). Wayne State
University is the only post-sec-
ondary in Michigan selected
for the pilot of the IFP.

Marinica, a pre-med junior,
will graduate with a phi-
losophy degree. She, along
with the other three WSU
students, will spend the sum-
mer in Washington, D.C,, or
at embassies throughout the
world.

“I am honored to partici-
pate in the Internship Fellows
Program,” Marinica said.
“This opportunity with the
Department of State will pro-
vide a salid foundation for my
career in public health and
health policy.”

Engineering scholarship

Canton’s Kyle Stabile

earned a $1,000 University
; of Michigan-

Dearborn
| scholarship
from the
Michigan
Society of
Professional
Engineers-
" (MSPE).
Stabile, a
graduate of
Salem High School, is attend-
ing U of M-Dearborn’s College
of Engineering and Computer
Science.

Madonna Dean’s List

The following Canton
residents made Madonna
University’s Dean’s List for
superior academic achieve-
ment during the fall 2008
term: Fernando Joseph

Stabile

ON CAMPUS

Adams; Donna Jean Anson;
Courtney Rae Arcenal;
Chelsea Danielle Archibald;
Courteney Lorraine Bachus;
Donna J. Barancewicz;
Danielle Marie Born; Luis
Abraham Carrera; Nicole
Lavonne Carrera; Sandra L.
Cook; Renata Bachi DaCosta;
Roberte D’Amico; Daniel 8.
Danaher; Kathleen Sarah
Dizon Dantes; Tamica R.
Dean; Gina M. Dembinski;
Christine Marie Liwag Dixon;
Tamekia A. Dobbs; Ann
Espinoza; Paul Michael Flis;
Pairick Lawrence Fogarty;
Njabi Anyoh Fombad; Jamie
Leah Fournier; Adina M.
Fratila; Jenna Lynn Gambino;
Darla Lynn Goulet; Allison
Michelle Greiner; Jenny

S. Hart!; Lindsay Ann
Heimerl; Stephanie Jean
Heincy; Danielle Sue Henry;
Joshua Daniel Hoover;
Flaine Catherine Howard;
Deanna Rose Janisse; Hye

Ji; Andrea Rose Johnson;
Donna M, Kahlon; Carrie Ann
Eovachevich; Bridgette Ann
Lansu; Lisa Renee Larabell;
Laura E. Lauer; Christopher
Ryan Leach; William Leddy;
Feliciana Reyes Lee; Anneite
Sue Luke; Elizabeth Anne
Lulek; Scott Charles Marinski;
Marie Elisabeth Martin;

Lisa Jean McBride; Meghan
Nicole Miller; Deanna Brenae
Mitchell; Gary John Mlinek;
Jessica Rose Molnar; Lorela
Myftin; Fadi Nader; Britany
Lynn Norris; Kimberly Ann
Olech; Becky R. Pakos; Seol-
A Park; Kenneth Richard
Patierson; Joseph Michael
Pomorski; Melissa Elizabeth
Povlich; Rachael Anne Reyes;
Nancy Ruth Richards; Nicole
Riedel; Sarah Sadek; April
Lee Sawyer; Carly Elizabeth
Scanlon; Brittney Lynn Scero;

- Tamara Marie Shirey; Mark

8. Sigler; Cedric Pierre Sims;
Alyson M. Sloane; Ashley L.
Stoychoff; Elizabeth Mary

Sutherland; Liza M, Terkoski;
Robin Marie Tramel; Ashley
Lynn Van Conant; Mark
Varney; Gustavo Roman
Vasquez; Aliisa Sofia Vint;
Charles Lacey Walker;
Brittany L. Warner; Stase
Anita Wendland; Melissa Lee
Wilks; Lisa Willerick; Jeanne
Marie Winn; Melissa Maxine
Wroblewski; Julia Marie
Zahn; and Christine Diane
Zuerner.

Olivet Dean’s List

Christopher Gregory and
Benjamin Kosmalski, both
of Canton, made the Qlivet
College fall semester Dean’s
List. To make the Dean'’s List,
a student must be full-time
and earn a grade point average
of 3.5 or higher.

Honor Society
membership

Western Michigan
University student and Canton
resident Daniel Matthew
Nowak accepted member-
ship and was initiated into
National Alpha Lambda Delta
Honor Society for First Year
Students on Feb. 15.

Alpha Lambda Delta is
a national honor society
that recognizes and encout-
ages academic excellence
among first year students.
Membership is open to full-
time freshmen students who
earn a scholastic average of 3.5
or better at a four-year college
or university.

Daniel has taken an oath
to continue to “maintain high
scholarship and to use my
education for the benefit of my
community, my nation, and
the world in which we live.”

For more information about
National Alpha Lambda Delta
Honor Society for First Year
Students, visit the national
website at www.nationalald.
org.
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Oniy MBA with five career concentrations
Faculty with real world experience
Financial aid anag scholarship opportunities
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« New Executive MBA
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« Computer Information Systems
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LIVONIA Now Open at 1-275 and 7 Mile Rd.
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Storyteller J'acqueline Galloway-Blake uses authentic African artifacts, musical instruments and fabric samples to
take Bird Elementary students on a 600-year journey threugh Black history.

One-woman show

Storyteller takes students on cultural journey

BY BRAD KADRICH
(OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

If someone had said
“Jambal!” to Bird Elementary
School fifth-grader Drew
Smiley before Thursday, he
wouldn’t have known how to
respond.

Now, Drew kknows the prop-
er retort: “Hello!”

It’s one of the many things

. Drew and his fellow Bird

students learned last week
from author and storyteiler
Jacqueline Galloway-Blake,
who conducted a storyteller
assembly on Black History
Month at the school Thursday
afternoon.

Blake used musical instru-
ments, storytelling, authentic

. ethnic artifacts, singing, visual

aids and a ton of audience
participation to take students
on a 600-vear journey through
African-American history and
culture.

“She was wonderful,” Bird
Principal Susan Kelty said of
Galloway-Blake. “It was rich in
African history, children’s lit-

erature and historical facts.”
1t was rich in fact partly

- because Galloway-Blake has

a pretty rich history herself.
Her great-grandfather wasa
slave. At 15, she marked with-

Dr. Martin Luther King in the

March on Washington, and

heard King's “I Have A Dream”

speech.

‘When civil rights legend
Rosa Parks died in October
2005, Galloway-Blake was a
flower bearer at her funeral.
And when Americans elected
their first African-American
president in November, she
was invited to Barack Obama’s
inauguration.

With that kind of history,
it’s no surprise Galloway-
Blake’s presentation drew
raves from administrators,
teachers and students. Kelty
said by Friday morning she’d
already received several
thank-you notes from stu-
dents, inchading one from
Drew Smiley.

“I thought the way she asked
for so many volunteers was
cool because we got to partici-

pate in the show,” Drew said.
“Even though I already knewa
lot of the information, it was a
fun way to review.

“T also learned some inter-

* esting new facts ... like Jamba’

means hello,” he added. “That
will be a fun way for me to
greet my family!”
Galloway-Blake, who has
done hundreds of presenta-
tions to schools and libraries
around the area, approached
Kelty last month with the idea
of doing an assembly in con-

junction with King’s birthday,

but an assembly couldn't be
worked into the school’s sched-
ule.

Kelty said she wanted to
take advantage of Galloway-
Blake’s availability, and the
pair coordinated a Black
History Month assembly,
instead.

“I think it's important for
our children to understand
all cultures,” Kelty said. “They
need 1o value all people, of ail
races and colors and religions.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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W Budget amendment - carry
over of federal grants fund 2008
Community Development Block Grant

W Extension of governmental con-
sultant services contract

o [ ] L} L L
ON THE AGENDA Slice of Bollywood music coming to area
Canton Board of Trustees j
The board will hold a reqular meet- The culture of India takes -  Narendra Sheth, will feature produced shows from Indian
ing at 7 p.m., Feb. 24 at the Canton center stage at 7:30 p.m. a select group of soloists and music legends such as Amitabh -
Administraticn Building, 1150 S. on Saturday, Feb. 28 at the musicians of national repute. Bachchan, Lata Mangeshkar,
Canton Canter Road. Agenda items Costick Center, located at Sheth, a community leader Asha Bhosle, Bhimsen Joshi, and
incfude: 28600 W, 11 Mile Road in known for his humanitarian Ravi Shankar.
W {onsider purchase of 4 Stalker Farmington Hills. activities, developed the radio show, Tickets for Bollywood - Music = |
radars for police Bollywood - Music of India,  Geetmala, in1974 withthepurpose  of India are $25 for adults and L
B Consider purchase of patrol presented by the Farmington  of promoting cultural exchange. $20 for seniors and students. ;
vehicles Hills Cultural Arts Division, Geetmala, heard all over the Tickets are available at the 4
| Consicer merit commission rec- will feature traditional Indian ~ world through the Web sitewww.  Costick Center, Monday through :
ommendation for non-union employ- melodies along with new, wpon.com, features celebrities Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or
ges' 2009 compensation : upbeat movie songs from and legendary figures from India  can be charged by calling (248)
M Consider authorizing payment of Boltywood - Music of India will feature the culture of tndia during a India’s expansive cinema. in the areas of music, dance, 473-1848, Some tickeis may also
the $6,000 invoice from the Michigan performance at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 28 at the Costick Center, at The concert, which will religion, education, and human-  be available at the door on the i
Department of Environmental Quality for 28600 W. 1 Mile Road in Farmington Hills. be produced and directed by ityfsocial service. Sheth has also night of the concert.
Canton's storm water discharge permit
W Consider payment of Cityview -
annual software maintenance fees
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iy : CANTON 42447 Ford Rd. /34-844-0421 Wireless Natwork 248-593-3400 Wireless Zone 248-884-1966
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DREVENTION STRATEGY

Fairiene Mall 313-441°0168 CLARKSTON 20720 Communications 734-456-3200
DETROIT 14126 Woodward 313-868-/392 Celtular Technologies 248-625-1201 Wireless USA 734-414-9510
QUEST'OHED 300 Renaissance Center 313-567-4055 CLAWSON ROCHESTER
While both the American Dental § FARMINGTON HILLS Communications USA 248-280-6390 Wireless Network 248-608-0010
poiial i oot A 31011 Orchard Lake Rdl. 248-538-9900 COMMERCE ROYAL DAK

Surgecns  recommend  giving
prophylcctic antibiotics fo patients
with prosthetic joints, there is no
evidence that doing so wil stave
off infection. S0 says o recent
study that looked for evidence
that this standard practice  of
admiristering anticiofics to dentol
potients with orlificial joints had
chy effect. With the number of
arfificial joints implanted annually
expected to rise to about four
millon by 2030, and many
cuthorities  urging less we  of
cntibiotics, this is bound to be &
big issue for people with artificicl
joints. Healih experts have been
warning for some fime  that
unwaranted  antibiotic use s
leading to a rse in anfibiotic
resistance.,

As part of your hedithcare §

team, we are concernad about all
aspects of your health. if you have
arificial joinfs, you may want 1o
discuss the necessity of taking
aniibiotics prior to dertal visits with
your health care professiondl. If @
medical condition comes to our
cttention during o dental exam,
you can be sure we will discuss the
issues with yvou as well ¢s any other
heatthcore provider if you ¢hoose.
We bring you our dental cofumn as
a way to inform our friends and
nelghlbors here in the community
of the many benefits of
professional dentistry. For gentie
dental care for the family, plecse
call us of 734-453-9413, 496 W.
Ann  Arbor Trail, Ste. 201,
Plymouth {one biock East of
Kellog Park).

PSS, New uldelines  also

suggest that dental potients of risk
for endocarditis (infection that
can strike an arificial heort volue)
receive fewer anfibiotics that
previcusly recommendied.
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Group wants to harmonize area’s cultural environment

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton High School junior
Heidi Nguyen-Tran serves on
the schools’ Diversity Council,
helping students bridge cultur-
al gaps and broaden horizons.

Now she’s willing to serve
in a group designed to do'the
same thing for the community
as a whole.

Nguyen-Tran was one of
several students among the
crowd of nearly 100 people
who filled the meeting room at
Plymouth Township Hall for
a meeting aimed at creating a
more inclusive community in
increasingly diverse Plymouth
and Canton townships.

The meeting, sponsored by
the Michigan Roundtable for
Diversity, drew an eclectic
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mix of school administrators,
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students and residents.
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Ann Conklin, Canton Townsh;p s director of leisure services (right) was
among government officials attending the meeting on diversity.

“I think it’s necessary,’

Nguyen-Tran said of the meet-
ing. “It brings all cultures

G GERTIIGATE‘E

with any mmor or major auto repair work over $500.00

together, it creates diversity in
our community. Instead of just
tolerance, hopefully it will cre-
ate more acceptance.”

The Michigan Roundtable,
an grganization committed to
building bridges across differ-
ences in race, religion, ethnic-
ity, age, gender, and other cul-
tural characteristics, is putting
a $1 million grant it got from
the Ford Foundation to work
building cultural tolerance
and acceptance in three tar-
geted communities, including
Plymouth-Canton. The group is
also talking to City of Warren
officials; officials didnt want
to say who the third commu-
nity is because talks are in the
preliminary stage.

Tom Costello, president/
CEO of Michigan Roundtable,
said the changing cul-
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Plymouth-Canton students (from right) Heidi Nguyen-Tran, Angie Zou,
Marvic Malabanan and Joel Mallare fed a panel discussion about the cultural
differences at the high school complex.

ture in these communities
makes Plymouth-Canton a
viable candidate for change.
According to Costello, the area
was 90 percent white 10 years
ago; that figure, he said, has
dropped to 70 percent.

“At every level - law enforce-
ment, schools, business, faith,
government - you want people
to know regardless of what my
socio-economtic status, race or
religion, there’s a place for me,”
Costello said, “not just to live,
but to be a voice, a presence.”

The idea, at least in part, is
to build a cultural presence
in places such as local gov-
ernment. While the Canton
Township Board of Trustees
has one trustee - Syed Taj - of
Indian descent, the Plymouth
Township and City of Plymouth
governing bodies are made up
of white men and women.

“We hear so much about
how diverse the community
is, and that’s wonderful, but it
also has to be inclusive,” said
Michigan Roundtable spokes-
man Steve Spreitzer, himselfa
Plymouth resident. “The face
of public service in this com-
munity should look like the
public being served.”

It's not just whether ethnic
diversity exists on the govern-
ing bodies. Plymouth City
Commissioner Stella Green,
the former director of the

Plymouth Community Arts’
Council who now works in

Dearborn, has seen first-hand o
the feelings of an ethnic group -

that feels it isn't being heard..

She thinks the group being
discussed Thursday for
Plymouth-Canton could help
prevent that here.

“We have a diverse commu-
nity, and we need to recognize
that and include them before -
we have a problem,” Green
said. “I work in Dearborn, and
T've seen what happens When
you ignore an ethnic group.”

It was the second meeting in
the community for the group,
which first met last month in
Canton. On Thursday, the focus
shifted to key areas the group
will tackle during a year-long

timeline, including law enforce-

ment, youth, community life,
history and public service.

The group hopes to build a
consensus on action areas by .
April, build an organizational
structure and rally public
support by summer, kickoffa
strategic plan in September
and spend the rest of the year
executing the plan.

The next meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, March
26, at the Plymouth Cultural
Center. For more informa-
tion, visit the Michigan
Roundtable’s Web site at www.
miroundtable.org.
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Cash Games
Monday-Thursday Weekly
Deors Open 5 pm -2 am
Benefitting
Derby High School

Scholarship Fund
FEB. 23-26 License M45727

Mon. 7 pm-$1500 Free Roll w/Re-Buys & Add-Ons
Tues. 7 pm-$50 Deep Stack with Add-0On
Wed. 7 pm-$1000 Free Roll w/Re-Buys & Add-Ons

Thwrs. 7 pm-$100 Tournament '

Feb. 23 $1500 Free Roll

Preferred seating for tournaments -
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Money held by
custodian companies
not subject to creditors

0: Dear Rick: Thank you for your -
advice over the years. Atout
1015 years aqgo, | decided to
consolidate my holdings at
Charles Schwab. | now have
accounts at Schwab and Fidefity.
1 'own mostly mutual funds, but |
do own some stocks and individual
bonds. With all the economic
chaos, my fear is what would
happen to my money If Schwab

or Fidefity went under. [ do not
plan to sell my investments, but

| am wondering if it would make
sense to hold them individuatly
as opposed to Fidelity or Schwab.
What do you think?

A: Thanks so much for
being a loyal follower. It is an
honer to come into people’s
homes through the radio and
the newspaper to help them
make better decisions with
their money.

As toyour question, I do not
believe you have to move your
money out of Charles Schwab

or Fidelity. Even if one of those -

companies did declare bank-
ruptcy, your money would be
protected.

It is important to under-
stand that when you use a
custodian such as Schwab or
Fidelity, vou are not invest-
ing in the custodian. They
are operating as a fiduciary
to hold and maintain your
investments. Your money
would not be subject to the
creditors of the bankrupt com-
pany because it is not their
assel.

Using companies like
Schwab and Fidelity makes it
eagier for investors. Basically,
these eompanies are super-
markets of investments. As
opposed to getting individual
statements from every invest-
ment you own, you get one
consolidated statement. It’s
much easier for an inyestor
to manage his/her portfolio.
In addition, with companies
like Schwab, Fidelity, TD
Ameritrade and Vanguard,
you can invest in many com-
mission-free mutual funds. I
am a believer of commission-
free investing.

When using a company such
as Schwab or Fidelity, it is
important to recognize that
certain funds may be commis-
sion-free {no load) if you pur-
chase them directly through
the mutual fund company,
but do have fees if purchased
through one of the custodians.
Some mutual funds, in order
to purchase them through one

of the custodi-

§ ans, will have
a transaction

fee. Although

substantially
lower than a

commission,
Money Matters nonetheless, -
- it is still a fee,
&iﬁ«ﬂgom If you wish

to avoid that
fee, purchase the investments
directly through the company.
For convenience purposes, you
may pay the transaction fee
in order to have the benefit of
consolidated statements.

{1 Dear Rick: I've started reading
about the Stanford Group and

how investors lost biflions of -
doifars on CDs purchased through |
that company. I thought CDs are
federally Insured up to $250,000,
s0 how can Investors lose that
money?

A: The fraud perpetuated
by the Stanford Group is still
being uncovered. However, the
simple answer to your ques-
tion is the that the CDs they
were selling were not federally
insured. They were CDs issued
by an offshore bank. The
Stanford Group used its own
bank on the island of Antigua.
Those types of CDs are not
federally insured and have vir-
tually no protection.

Many investors got
scammed by the Stanford
Group because they were
enticed by the high rates of
return that the CDs were pay-
ing. Unfortunately, investors
never considered the CDs were
not federally insured. If pur-
chasing CDs, you are saying
this is the very conservative
portion of your portfolio and
there is no reason to take risk.

I recommend shopping
around for the highest rate
possible on a certificate of
deposit. However, 1 only
recommend shopping at fed-
erally-insured institutions.
Whether issued by internet
banks or out of state banks,
as long as CDs are federally
insured, you are protected.

Rick Blaom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric read-
ers can submit questions at mon-
eymatters@hometownlife.com. For
more information, visit Rick's Web
site at www.bloomassetmanagement.
com. You can hear Rick from noon to
3 p.m. Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400},

Growth Works lauds kids who overcome, their helpers

Young people and those
who help them overcome
obstacles to success were rec-
ognized Thursday, Feb. 19,
at the Growth Works 2009
Recognition & Awards Dinner.

The Plymouth-based agency
offers help to young people
with substance abuse prob-
lems as well as those who've
experienced trouble with
the law. The annual din-
ner was held Feb, 19 at Fox
Hills Country Club west of
Plymouth.

“It's been a great vear in
terms of the services we are
providing for kids,” said Dale
Yagiela, Growth Works execu-
tive director. He’s pleased with
ottcomes, but also concerned
about funding in this rough
economy.

Yagiela praised Wolverine
Human Services’ partnership
with Growth Works which
includes substance abuse
treatment for boys started in
2006. “We were able to begin
a girlg’ program this year,”
with Wolverine at a facility in
Vassar, Mich., Yagiela said.

Growth Works leaders are
looking to a similar partner- -
ship approach for kids with
mental health issues. “I think
we've got some very good qual-
ity efforts to help kids,” said
Yagiela of that endeavor, with
more news to come in April.

Recognized at the ¥ox Hills
dinner for milestone years of
dedication and service were:
Ann O’Flaherty of Plymouth
(20 years), David Sculati of
Farmington Hills and Bill
Ventola of Plymouth Township
(five years), all Growth Works

board members.

Academic Awards included:

For special achievement
and outstanding effort in aca-
démics earning the General
Education Development certif-
icate or high school diploma;.
Lawrence Jordan Anquetil
of Canton (GED), Brendan
Allgnder of Livonia and Rick
Bergquist of Livonia.

Growth Works Program
Awards included:

For special achievement
and outstanding effort over
the last year in Aftercare and
Residential Treatment: Steve
Chapman of Westland and
Christopher Rothley of South
Lyon,

For special achievement
and outstanding effort over
the last year in the Western
Wayne Care Management
Organization: Janell Reeves

--of Westland and Brennan
-+ Orndorff of Dearborn.

For special achievement
and outstanding effort over
the past year in Community
Intervention & Treatment

.(Youth Programming);

Ficano asks community
leaders to help with census

" During a breakfast meeting
Thursday, Executive Ficano
urged mayors and supervisors
of the 43 Wayne County com-
muniities to help with the cen-
sus 2010 count.

“We need to stand up and
be counted,” said Executive
Ficano at the Guardian
Building in Detroit. “We
depend on this count for
federal funding. We need to

bring together a cross-sec-

tion of community members
whose only focus is 2010
Cengus awareness. We need to
increase the Census guestion-
naire - mail-back response rate
through a community wide/

nelghborhood—to nelghbor pro— :

gram” .
Asthe Chan‘ of the
Committee for Wayne County,
Executive Ficano has formed
several suhcommittees. He
agked that mayors and super-
visor identify people who can
work on the various commit- .
tees that include government,
religious, community based,
recruiting Subcommittee, edu-
cation, media, business, multi-

To find out more about
Census 2010 log onto
- census.gov/2010census/

cultural and Iabor.

Dwight Dean, Detroit
regional director, said that
they would be apening several
offices and hiring dozens of
people to work on the census
count during the next year.

“With just 14 months before
the next Census, we are reach-
ing out to local officials, and
community leaders to deliver
“the mes§age to évery fesident

»oftheimpbrtance of an-accu- -

rate and complete population
count for each locality. People
listen to leaders they know
and trust, and the Mayors and
other elected officials that
serve in Wayne County are
critical to our success with an
accurate and complete count.”
To find cut more about
Census 2010 log onto http://
WWW.CENnsus.gov/2010census/
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Featuring Our Own Recipe for
Hand Battered icelandic Haddock:

Fish-Shrimp Combo...$8.00 Fish Sandwich Plate...$6.00

Dinners include choice of mashed potato or fries, coleslaw, roll & butter, and choice
+ of coffee, hat tea or milk (carry out dinners do not include take out beverage).

St. Raphael Parish

3 Located on Merriman Road, 2 blocks . of Ford Road » Garden City
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Flsh Fry Fridays

Every Friday During Lent
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Shrimp Dinner...$8.00

Kids 1 slice
Pizza Meal...$3.00
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Joe Gannon
We're recommanded
by Joe Gannon
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FRI& SAT4-N 1]
RESTAURANT SUNDAYS OPEN AT |
www.armentead.com 12:30 PM

ITALIAN AMERICAN CUISINE §

Facifities Available for Aftemoon Banqucts, Bridal Showers, Funerals

; III L N &R _§ &R R __B N &8 N §N | III

2 REGULAR
PRICED ENTREES |
WITH PURCHASE |

OF 2 BEVERAGES |
with coupon only |

Vi Su-Thurs, May ot be combined with
other offers or on hofidays or caimyour

V32777 W, Warren ¢ Garden City
Just East of Venoy
734-421-1510

income families have been

on the edge. “Their lives have
been affected for the last five-
six years.” He's seeing more
middle-class kids in treat-
ment.

Yagiela and others at
Growth Works are concerned
about increased heroin use
among young people. He noted
one teen could ride from his’

Amanda Mog of Canton, Tori

Bergquist of Livenia and Resul

Bahtijari of Dearborn Heights.
For special achievernent

and outstanding effort over

the past year in Community

Intervention & Treatment

(Adult Programming): Steven .

Harsch of Belleville and Arnie -

Newman of Westland.
Community Awards includ-

ed: western Wayne County home
For efforts aimed at improv-  on his bike to buy heroin in
ing the lives of young people: Detroit.

“I think it’s cost and avall-
ability,” said Yagiela, adding
“there’s a strong link between
juvenile delinguency and drug
use,’

Ronaele Bowman of Westland, .
Phil Cavanagh of Redford, Kay
Beard of Canton and Cmdy
King of Belleville, -

Yagiela, in an interview
before the dinner, noted lower-

~ By Julie Brown

Mike's I-'antastic

SALE VALID FEB, 23 - MARCH 1_

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS

Boneless ..

WHOLE BEEF
TENDERLOIN

Cut Free

Fresh Grade A s zg
GUT UP
CHICKEN & .,

I Ib.

Boneless, Whole

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN

Sliced Free

Fresh Ground Beef

Family Pack

Boneless

ENGLISH
GUT ROAST

2 Roast Family Pack

Deliciously Quick

CUBE
STEAKS

Fresh Sliced from the Deli

Krakus

POLISH $999

Check aut website for addllmnal speclals' Mlkes-markelplace com '
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“We teach children to love reading before kindergarten.”

- Saturda
February
12-3:30 p

B e - Family First Learning Center
| is proud to present the
most comprehensive academic program

in the Canton area exclusively for

2 1/2 to 6 year olds.
- We teach children:

Letters and phonics
o S To read before kindergarten
BN To recognize shapes and numbers
To count, add, and subtract
To solve problems
Hands-on science
Classical music appreciation

v Some restrictiong apply
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McCotter: GM, Chrysler did what they had to do

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

The new restructuring proposed
by General Motors and Chrysler to
obtain additional federal loans is as
painful as expected, said U.S. Rep.
Thaddeus McCotter, R-Livonia,
who serves on the House Financial
Services Committee.

“It will save some workers’ jobs and
there will be others they can’t save,”
he said Wednesday in a phone inter-
view.

On Tuesday, General Motors and
Chrysler came back to Congress with
extensive cost-cutting proposals and
requests for $21.6 billion in loans, in
addition to the $17.4 billion loaned
to the companies in December. GM
proposes closing 14 plants, cutting
47,000 workers, eliminating sev-
eral brands including Hummer and
Saturn and reducing its number of
suppliers. Chrysler is proposing cut-
ting 3,000 jobs, eliminating some
brands including the popular PT
Cruiser and reducing production
capacity by 100,000 vehicles,

MeCotter has complained that

Canton proposes innovative
projects for stimulus money

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter, R-Livonia, has
compiained that the auto industry has been
treated unfairly in Congress.

the auto industry has been treated
unfairly in Congress compared to the
no-questions-asked $300 billion plus
bailout for the banking industry,

“If you tell them no after this,
you say that the people who didn’t
restructure and got more money were
in the right,” he said. “They did what
they had to do.”

President Barack Obama
has created a task force led by
Treasury Secretary Timothy
Geithner and Lawrence Summers,
chair of the National Economics
Council, to replace a “car czar” as
originally proposed by the Bush
Administration.

“Fhe task force will have to do due
diligence,” McCotter said.

He said he wants to see if someone
with experience in the auto industry

will be on the task force. He said he

believes that someone other than
Geithner or Summers will be the
point person for handling the next
loans and that the terms will actu-
ally be worked out between the auto
companies and the president’s task
force.

While supportive of the bridge
loans for auto companies, McCotter
joined the other Republican mern-
bers of the House of Representatives
in opposing the economic stimulus

package signed into law by Obama on
Tuesday.

“T was open to do it, seen from
Michigan’s point of view,” McCotter
said.

He said an amendment by Sen.
Babara Mikulski, D-Maryland,
would have been good for Michigan.
The amendment in the original
Senate bill would have given a tax
break to car buyers, allowing them to
deduct loan interest and state sales
taxes on purchases of new vehicles.
MeCotter said that was replaced in
the end by a high-speed rail proposal
by Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid, D-Nevada.

MeCotter called the stimulus pack-
age “a post-manufacturing” bill with
more emphasis on government pro-
grams than on helping businesses.
He also said the bill could lead to
the “stagflation” problems of the
late 19770s, making Michigan’s situ-
ation worse. Stagflation is when the
economy remains sluggish but prices
continue to rise.

“The aute industry is still hanging.
It doesn’t matter what you do if our
industry fails,” he said.

But he said more could have been
done to win over Republican votes
with more emphasis on shovel ready .
public works projects.

“It should have been a relatively
easy bipartisan vote,” he said. “I don’t
blame the president. It doesn’t matter
what the president wants when he’s
jamamed up by the old bulls.”

The White House issued a pro-

~ jection that the stimulus package

would create or save 7,800 jobs in
McCotter’s 11th District. He said he
didn’t know how they could project
how many jobs would be “saved.”

*In the end people will make a
determination whether it helped
them or not,” McCotter said.

He said he wanted to see more tax
help for small businesses and more
proposals like Mikulski’s. He said
there was a “myriad of things” that
could have been done to improve the
bill.

“All along, we supported a shovel-
ready stimulus. A lot of Republicans
in the Midwest and Northeast were
supportive,” he said.

hgallagher@homatowntife.com | (313)222-8730

He's a pro at Pick the Pros

A Livonia resident proved
he was a real pro when it
comes to football and picked

during the regular season,

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton Township officials
have submitted 27 projects
totaling $41.6 million for
consideration by Governor
Jennifer Granholm when fed-
eral economic stimulus money
is released by the Obama
administration.

While many on the list are

road, water and sewer projects,

there are a number of other
interesting projects Canton
officials are hoping to fund
with a slice of the federal eco-
nomic recovery pie. Among
those:

B $7.5 million for construc-
tion of a facility that would
extract methane gas from the

township landfill and turn
it into electricity for use in
Canton.

M $1.5 million for acquisi-
tion and rehabilitation of a
Henry Ford-era factory listed
on the National Register of
Historic Places in Cherry Hill
Village to incubate arts related
businesses, stimulate eco-
nomic development, serve as
an arts education center and
preserve the pristine wetlands
and forests on the property. .

B $1 million for replacement
of the existing softball field -
lighting at the Canton softball
and sports complex with ener-
gy efficient lighting.

B $500,000 to create a
spur off I-275 to connect to
Haggerty Road to improve

'SPINAL STENOSIS

" Severe back, sciatica and leg pain guide that

traffic flow on Ford Road.
& $360,000 for housing
rehabilitation projects for low

- income families in Canton.

B $102,000 to build office
space in the unfinished base~
ment at the Human Resource
Services building on Cherry
Hill Road.

Granholm’s office has indi-
cated no decisions on submit-
ted prajects will be made until
the Obama administration
finalizes the amount of money
the state will receive.

Détails on Canton'’s project.
submissions, as well as those
from communities throughout
the state, can be viewed at
www.michigan.gov\recovery.

thruscato@hgmetownlife.com | (313) 222-2637

enough winners to take
first place in the Observer
& Eccentric’s Pick the Pros
contest.

‘Bruce Lambert, a self-
employed television produe-
er and director, scored 193
points to take first place ont
of 573 contestants. Season
scores were the sum of the
best 17 out of 21 weeks, with
the worst four thrown out.

Lambert won a room and
golf package for two at the
Garland Resort in Lewiston.

came on four for playoff games, eight
| strong dur- for the conference champi-

f ingthe NFL  onships and 16 for the Super

i playoffs, Bowl. '

| picking all | Lambert has played Pick
four wild the Pros for four years.

\ card game On picking winners,
Lambert winners, Lambert said: “It’s just a

then three of ~gut feeling. I just started

four victors in the conference
playoffs and both winners
of the conference champion-
ships along with the even-
tual champion Pittsburgh
Steelers in the Super Bowl.
Contestants earned one
point for each accurate pick

picking them right and
left.” (Translation: He
guessed,)

Lambert said he was
“pleasantly surprised” at
the news of his win. “Some
weeks I got all 16 points,” he
said. “It was fun.”

St. Michael’s Parish presents

“ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT”

LENTEN FISH FRY

Feb. 27, Mar. 6, 13, 20 & 27, Apr. 3
4:30-7:00 pm

» Firll Dinners » Carry-out Available » Take Out Orders: $7
= Choice of Hand-dipped Fried or Baked Fresh Atlantic God
Aduffs: $8 » Seniors: $7 « Kids 3-11; $4 » 3 & Under: FREE

4 11441 Hulihard Rd,, S. of Piymouth Rd, » Livonia « 734-261-1455 &

# you should know about ... available free

t Have you tried pills, Injections, therapy, surgery or massage?

. Shane | Stanley, DC, Is offering The Severe Back, Sciatica, And Disc
Paln Guide for local residents suffering from severe back, sciatica,
and leg pain. Discover why your treatments have falled and a
possible new solution that maost doctors have not heard of.

Call 1-800-469-3618 (24-hour recorded message}
or go to: www._midischernlation.com

Fel 2-9 Sat 16-5¢ Sun 114
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Temporary relief for families |
when it’s needed most

34th Annual IREM Trade Show
In Partnership with Defroit Metropolitan Apariment Associalion

OFFICF - INDUSTFRIAL - RFESIDENTIAL - RETAIL

BURTON MANOR
Livonia, Michigan )

MARCH 18, 2009
R 10 am to 4 pm_ .

for adults and children with developmental
disability or physical impairment.

Staffed by well-trained, attentive and
compassionate caregivers offering:

+ Individualizéd personal care
* 24-hour supervision
- Focusing on:
INSTITUTE OF REAL ESTATE MANA(JFMENT - Homema}dﬂ
IREM wichigan Chapter No 5 - & _
- Language development
JOIN ‘ . - Social skills
Hundreds of Exhibitors & Thousands of Professionals at the Premier Gathering - Qrientation to community
of Property Management Professionals in the Metro Detroit Aréa.
parhcnpaﬂon

FREE ADMISSION » FREF PARKING » PRIZE DRAWINGS AlLL 24AY

EDUCATION WORKSHOP -« MAINTENANCE MANIA Tran«pomu' )

INFORMATION & BOOTH RESERVATIONS - For more informat
Susan Knowles, Association Executive B 31 3‘794_ e
248.615.3885 g I et

A great choice.
Whichever one
you make.

SELECT MONEY MARKET"

BALANCES OF

Z§ Charter One*

Member FDIC. Accounts sabfest lo approval, sﬂem valld in ¥) only. Annual Percentuge ‘a’séﬁi"i {APY) i5 ancerate 25 of publication date. £ 2.75% APY applias to the Y3-mont ferr. Limitet-tie oifar may be withdrawn withaul rative, Itfer cannut be combined with any ollier OD offer, Gtber rates and lerms avollable. Panally for sady wfihshawaé
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