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Palestine Children's Relief fund 
President Steve Sosebee will 
speak in Canton Friday evening. 

Steve Sosobee, CEO of the Palestine 
Children's Relief Fund, will be speaking at 
the Muslim Community of Western Suburbs 
mosque (located at Palmer and Lotz roads) 

during its weekly 
Angel's Circle 
event at 7:30 
p.m., Feb. 13. 
Sosobee is hop­
ing to the get 
the community 
involved in help­
ing respond to 
the humani­
tarian needs 
of children in 
Palestine and 
Iraq, particularly 
kids from Gaza. 

His organization brings the children to the 
U.S. for medical care. Host families are needed 
while the children are getting medical care. 
The group also sends medical teams over to the 
Middle East to treat children and to support 
other humanitarian projects that directly aid 
the children on the ground in the region. 

To learn more about the organization go to 
www.pcrf.net. Free babysitting will be provid­
ed at the event for those who need it. For more 
information about the event, contact Mahira 
Elder at mdelder6@yahoo.com or Bia Hamed 
at (313) 485-7445. 

Beloved former Discovery Middle School 
special education teacher Angie Lipford, who 
spent five years battling breast cancer, passed 
away last month. On Sunday, friends and fam­
ily will host the Angels 4 Angie fund-raiser to 
help her three boys. The event, which begins at 
2 p.m., will be held at Super Bowl lanes (45100 
Ford Road) in Canton. The cost is $20 per per­
son for two games of bowling, pizza and~pop. 
There will also be raffles and an auction. 

For ticket information contact Mary Mason 
at (734) 459-0707-

If you want to get to know a little more 
about what Canton's local businesses have 
to offer, you probably don't want to miss the 
Consumer Expo this evening at Summit on 
the Park. The event, sponsored by the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce and Canton Downtown 
Development Authority, will run from 5-7:30 
p.m. in the Summit's Grand Ballroom. 

It will feature more than 60 businesses 
from the community who will be display­
ing their products and services. Some of the 
businesses include Showroom of Elegance, 
Super Bowl of Canton, Viscount Pools, 
Huntington Bank, Brackney Chiropractic, 
Absolute Solar Control, Admiral Cruise & 
Tour Center, Alsager Animal Care Center, 
Premier Pet Care Services, Renaissance 
Roofing, Xuereb Snow PC. and Marco's 
Pizza. Just to name a few. 

"The Consumer Expo is an initiative of the 
Canton Chamber of Commerce and the Canton 
DDA to encourage the public to get to know 
their business neighbors," said Dianne Cojei, 
president of Canton Chamber of Commerce. 
"The expo is a great opportunity to learn first­
hand about the businesses in our community. 
Attendees have the opportunity to meet local 
business owners and learn about the great 
products and services they have to offer." 

Phony repairmen invade home, handcuff woman 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Canton Township police say 
they will release composite 
sketches today of three suspects 
wanted for handcuffing a Canton 
woman to a stair railing while 
they ransacked her home Tuesday 
morning. 

"About 9 a.m., an individual 
offered to do some home main­

tenance work for the woman, but 
she turned him away," Canton 
Deputy Chief Bob Kerr said of 
the incident in the 2800 block of 
Doncaster. "About an hour later, 
he and two other accomplices 
forced their way into the house." 

Police say one of the suspects 
was armed with a silver handgun. 
They left taking only her wedding 
ring. 

"They gave her the key so she 

could unlock the handcuffs," 
Kerr said. "There were two small 
children in the home. They didn't 
harm anyone." 

Kerr said the woman went to a 
friend's home to call police. 

She described the three sus­
pects, all white males, as being 
in their 40s or 50s. One man, she 
said, was tall and thin, with an 
unknown accent, and wearing 
a dark sweater, dark jeans and 

a "Best Buy" knit hat. Suspect 
two was wearing a navy "ECKO" 
sweater with white jeans, and 
wearing a dark cap. The third ' 
man was wearing grey sweat­
pants, grey shirt and a grey hat. 

Anyone with information is 
asked to contact the Canton 
Police Department at (734) 394-
5400. 
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Hulsinq Elementary Brownie Troop 40186 members (from left in front) Isabel Espinoza, Emily Clark, Megan Rivera, Rachel Vasilnek, Cate Kirk wood, Hannah Sheedy, 
(behind from left) Slyvia Wei, Kelly Quinlan, Isabella Seegert, Samantha Selewski, Michaela Julian, Urvi Bhargava and Devon Misenko hold up their quilts. 

H e l p i n g h a n d s 
Brownies make special blankets for area senior citizens 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Sometimes it doesn't take a lot of work to 
put a smile on someone's face while at the 
same time learning a valuable lesson. 

Case in point: Brownie Troop 40186 at 
Hulsing Elementary in Canton. Second- and 
third-grade girls used their troop's money 
to buy material and a little work went a long 
way to make lap blankets for senior citizens. 

"Our leaders cut out the fabric and we 
knotted them," said Hannah Sheedy, 8. "It 
was kind of easy, but it made me proud and 
happy... in a way you can't explain." 

Seven-year-old Michaela Julian added it 
was a fun project that, in the end, made her 
feel good. 

"Because we got to do it with people and 
we got to help people," she said. "It feels 
good because I'm helping someone." 

The blankets were presented to Maj. Patricia 
Irvine of the Plymouth Salvation Army Corps 
to be distributed to senior citizens. 

"These girls gave up funds they could have 
used for field trips or parties, and instead 
thought of people who are lonely and don't 
often have people come visit them," Irvine 
said. "The seniors are generally surprised 
and grateful knowing somebody cares." 

Troop 40186 co-leaders Ann Espinoza, 
Sandy Selewski and Vicki Rivera said there 
were several lessons to be learned in the 
completion of the blanket project. 

"We wanted to show them that cominunity 
service is all year round, not just at Christmas 
time when there's a lot going on," Rivera said. 
"We wanted it to be made from their own hands, 
and for them to sacrifice some of their money 
which could have been used for other things.'' 
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Plymouth Salvation Army Major Pat Irvine receives many 
homemade blankets from the brownie troop at Hulsing 
Elementary. 
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BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

State Sen. Bruce Patterson, R-
Canton, has formed an explor­
atory committee to seek the 
Republican Party's nomination 
for state attorney general in the 
2010 November election. 

Patterson, who is term-lim-. 
ited after eight years in the state 
Senate, said he still has a desire 
to continue public service after 
his term is up next year. 

"I've given it more than a pass­
ing glance," said Patterson, 62. 
"There's clearly more work to be 
done for the people of Michigan. 

"When you look at the position 
of attorney general as adviser 
to the executive branch and the 
legislative branch, I know how 
the system works and have a 
good perspective," he said. "I'm 
a fighter for the people, and 

OBSERVER FILE PHOTO 

State Sen. Bruce Patterson of Canton 
has formed an exploratory committee 
for a possible run for Michigan 
attorney general. 

when I pick up on a cause I see 
it to the conclusion... whether it 
be the tobacco issue, Blue Cross 
Blue Shield or energy policy. AG 
also has an element of consumer 
protection. That's the sort of 
advocacy I've been known to 
do." 

Patterson would have to be 
nominated at the Republican 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
Do you think Canton's Bruce 

Patterson will make a good , 
attorney general for the state of 
Michigan? Send your thoughts 
to Editor Kurt Kuban at kkuban® 
hometownHfe.com or post a com­
ment o n o u r Web site at www. 
hometowniife.com. 

Party's state convention to get 
the nomination. He's the first to 
announce an exploratory com­
mittee to seek the position. 

"It's still early for a conven­
tion nomination," admitted 
Patterson. "The Republican 
nominee for governor will have a 
great influence as to who will be 
on the ticket. When you look at 
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Making the grade 
The Canton Public Library 

will host "Library Resources 
That Make the Grade" at 10 
a.m., Feb. 14. This free class, 
is ideal for mature students 
heading back to the classroom. 
Explore many of the online 
resources necessary for success 
in today's classroom. Learn 
to find books, newspaper 
articles, magazine or journal 
articles and more online and 
help you complete your home­
work with ease. Non-Canton 
residents are welcome. 
Register by calling (734) 397-
0999-

Cancer fund-raiser 

The 'Roll Over Cancer Fund­
raiser' sponsored by Inspired 
From Heaven American 
Cancer Society Canton Relay 
for Life team will take place 
from 7-10 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 21 at Skateland West, 
37550 Cherry Hill, Westland. 
Admission at the door is $6. 
Skates will be available to rent 
or bring your own. Proceeds 
will go to the American 
Cancer Society Canton Relay 
for Life. 

For more information, e-
mail Inspiredfromheaven@ 
yahoo.com. 

'Divine Stella Devine' 
The Spotlight Players the­

ater group will perform the 
comedy 'Divine Stella Devine' 
starting later this month at 
Canton's Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill. The show runs 
Feb. 20,21,27,28, March 1,6, 
7, and 8. 

The show revolves around 
character Stella Devine, the 
aging star of the popular Ritz 
Theatre, and her fellow com­
pany of actors, who are pre­
paring for the epic play 'Civil 
War Darlin's.' The cast is com­
prised of local actors. 

"This production will add 
some style and glamour to 
an already well-written and 
funny show. With actors fre­
quently in the house engaging 
the audience, Broadway-style 
lighting effects, and even a 
little song and dance, this run 
of Divine Stella Divine prom­
ises to be an 'all out' assault 
on the senses," said Director 
Christian Cash. 

To buy tickets and for more 
information (discounted tick­
ets are $13 each and available 
online only) visit www.spot-
lightplayers.net. At the box 
office tickets are $15-$18. Call 
the box office at (734) 394-
5300. 

LWV scholars 
The League of Women 

Voters of Northwest Wayne 
County announces a $1,000 
scholarship to be awarded in 
June to a qualified United 
States citizen, male or female, 
college undergraduate. 

Applicants must reside 
in the LWV's service area 
(Canton, Garden City, 
Livonia, Wayne County por­
tion of Northville, Plymouth, 
Redford, Wayne or Westland); 
attend a Michigan college or 
university; major in govern­
ment, political science or pub­
lic policy; and be entering the 
third or fourth year of under­
graduate study. 
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On to Florida 
The Canton-based Michigan Xtreme cheer team Bling recently competed at 
the Champion Spirit Group in Chicago and won first place in their level five 
division and received a bid to the upcoming Cheerleading World's in Orlando. 
Pictured are (front row, left to right) Bailee Georgeson and Kennedi Lewis; 
(second row) Lindsey Drewyor, Tatianna Clark, Jordan White, Riley Gaidica, 
Shannon Diaz, Tyler Simmons, Peyton Del Toro; (third row) Coach Kelly Ward, 
Shelby Snider, Mikenna Jones, Jenna Seychel, Victoria Kinsler, Sam Gregory, 
Dejah Darkins, Ashley Sawchuk; (fourth row) Coach Tony Runyon, Erica Bofz, 
Olivia Lewis, Kaifey Bates, Ashley Cochran and Jane McCurry. 

Additional information and 
the scholarship application 
can be found at the League's 
Web site at www.lwvnww.org 
(click on 2009 Scholarship 
Application). Applications must 
be postmarked by April 17 

Senior party fund-raisers 
ThePCEP Senior Party 

Committee is inviting diners 
to dine out for "a wonderful 

cause," supporting the senior 
party by dining out at one (or 
more) of the area restaurants 
which have agreed to donate 
20 percent of the purchases 
made during a specific time 
and date. 

Fund-raisers take place at 
the following restaurants on 
the following dates: Max & 
Erma's, Tuesday, March 10, all 
day, a flyer is needed, which 

can be downloaded from our 
web site. They will donate 20 
percent of their profits to the 
senior party; Monday, April 
6 at Palermo's; and Thursday, 
May 7» also at Palermo's. All 
restaurants are on Ford Road 
in Canton. 

Detail information and a 
flyer is available at http://web. 
pccs.kl2.mi.us/pcep/pages/ 
classof/2009/senior-party09 • 
htm (this flyer must be pre­
sented at time of purchase for 
us to receive 20% credit of 
your purchase). 

Visit the committee's blog 
at http://pcep09seniorparty. 
blogspot.com/ or its Web page 
at http://web.pccs.kl2.mi.us/ 
pcep/pages/classof/2009/ 
senior-party09.htm. To volun­
teer or for more information, 
contact pcep-senior-party@ 
comcast.net. 

Blood drives 
NorthRidge Church hosts 

a blood drive 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 28. 

It's one of several the church 
has scheduled in 2009. The oth­
ers: April 5, July 25 and Oct 24. 

Donors can register to give 
online at www.givelife.org and 
enter NorthRidge in Step One 
(sponsor code) or call (800) 
GIVELIFE (1.800.448.3543). 

Free financial seminar 
If your income has changed 

due to job loss, divorce or 
retirement, Community 
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Financial invites you to attend 
a free seminar to help you 
through these tough transi­
tions. The seminar will be 
held from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 9, at the Summit 
on the Park located at 46000 
Summit Parkway in Canton. 

Michelle Richards of 
Community Financial will 
present "Life Transitions-
How to Survive a Change in 
Income." Richards will share 
how careful planning, useful 
tools and a positive approach 
can help individuals and fami­
lies overcome challenging and 
stressful situations. 

For more information or to 
make a reservation to attend 
this free seminar, call (734) 
582-8702. 

Canton Toastmasters 
The Canton Communicators 

Toastmasters Club, a non­
profit group where members 
learn both communication 
and leadership skills, meets -
every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Canton Coney Island at 
8533 Lilley Road, just south of 
Joy Road, in the Golden Gate 
Plaza. Visitors are always wel­
come. For more information, 
please contact Bonnie at (734) 
646-2237. 

St. Michael open house 
St. Michael Christian School 

is hosting an open house on 
Thursday, Feb. 19 from 6:30-8 
p.m. The school offers 3 year old 
preschool through fifth grade 
classes including all day kin­
dergarten and half day Young 
Fives. St. Michael Christian 
School provides a Christ cen­
tered education using the Holy 
Bible, the Concordia Publishing 
House study series, and a 
weekly chapel service led by the 
pastoral staff. 

St. Michael Christian School 
is located at 7000 N. Sheldon 
Road in Canton. For more 
information, call (734) 459-
9720 or visit www.stmichael-
church.org. 

Saiem football alumni 
If you ever played football 

for Salem High School, a 
group of alumni would love 
to hear from you. The Salem 
Linebackers Booster Club will 
be hosting a dinner (date and 
time to be determined) with 
all Salem alumni invited. They 
would like to know your name, 
year graduated, phone num­
ber, address and e-mail. 

E-mail or call Don Turner at 
(734) 812-0504 or dturner© 
longwalkpartners.com. 

The Salem Linebackers 
Booster Club is also assem­
bling a team of former, current 
and future high school band 
members from any school to 
play at Salem Rocks home 
(and possibly away) games. 
This is open to anyone who 
can play an instrument and . 
would be interested in joining 
the group in the stands at the 
Salem Rocks football games. 
No marching required. For 
more information, contact 
Don Turner at (734) 812-0504 
or dturner@longwalkpart-
ners.com. 
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r o c k s p r o - e d u c a t i o n m e s s a g e 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Members of the Plymouth-
Canton School District's fledg­
ling Jabari and Nsedua's Pride 
(JNP) group are looking for 
advice on various careers and 
getting prepared for college. 

Former Motown record­
ing star Martha Reeves is a 
product of public schools who 
believes it's'her responsibility 
to provide guidance to young 
students when possible. 

Supply met demand Monday 
when Reeves, now a member of 
the Detroit City Council, met with 
JNP students for a wide-ranging 
roundtable discussion of career 
possibilities, college opportunities 
and the good oY days in the enter­
tainment business. 

"I'm a product of pub­
lic schools," Reeves said. 
"Everything I've accomplished, 
I give credit to teachers. And 
there is a high drop-out rate 
... so anything I can do to con­
vince kids you need a quality 
education, I'm happy to do." 

Reeves spent about an hour 
talking to some two dozen 
students about topics ranging 
from what it was like in show 
business to what life as a city 
councilwoman is like. 

The show business dis­
cussion was of particular 
interest to JNP member 
Olivia Mensah, a 17-year-
old Plymouth High School 
senior and a member of the 
Madrigals, the top girls' choir 
in the district. 

"I'm really interested in 
Detroit's history, and it's cool 
to know she was there in the 
beginning " said Mensah, who 
is also a choir leader at King 
of Kings Christian Center in 
Westland. "I really wanted to 
hear how she got started, and 
to find out which way to go 
to get into the entertainment 
business." 

Reeves is just the latest in 
a line of speakers to address 
JNP, started last fall by media 
specialist Charlie Jones, who 
wanted African-American 
students to not only be proud 

of who they are, but ready for 
where they're going. 

"I want our kids to be 
proud of their culture and 
background," said Jones, who 
pointed out JNP has nearly 
a dozen paying members. "I 
want them to be prepared for 
life after high school." 

Parents and students meet 
separately — although students 
are invited to parents' meetings 
— and parents have taken a 
lead role. One parent, a profes­
sor at Eastern Michigan, even 
spoke to the group. 

Darrell White, 16, and a 
junior at Salem High School, 
said JNP serves a useful pur­
pose, particularly for students 
new to the district who aren't 
coming in from particularly 
positive environments. 

"New kids who come to 
school here aren't used to a 
pro-school environment," 
said White, who is JNP's vice 
president. "Our goal is to have 
a program that helps kids from 
freshmen on up to get them 
ready for college." 

Detroit City Councilwoman Martha Reeves poses with JNP student leaders Olivia Mensah (president), 
(vice president), Bianca Shelman (secretary) and Winston Roberts (treasurer). 

for food service 

MARY HOLALV 

Darrell White 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

When principals at two 
Plymouth-Canton elemen­
tary schools came to Jim 
Larson-Shidler, the district's 
new assistant superintendent 
for business services, with a 
request to remove the a la carte 
option from their lunch rooms, 
his first thought was, "But they 
make a pretty good profit." 

That's when Larson-Shidler 
decided to re-examine the 
priorities behind the district's 
food service contract and rec­
ommend that, at the end of 
the contract with Sodexho, the 
management company that has 
run the district's food service 
program for some 20 years, the 
district take the food service 
responsibilities in-house. 

"Sodexho said (a la carte) was 
very profitable... if we do away 
with it we're going to make less 
profit," said Larson-Shidler, who 
said the a la carte menu was 
made up of items such as potato 

chips that are less nutritious than 
meals. "My priorities were in the 
wrong place. I want someone 
watching the (financial) numbers, 
but not focused on profit. I want 
the focus on serving students." 

The Board of Education accept­
ed Larson-Shidler's recommenda­
tion not to go out for bids when 
the contract expires this summer, 
effectively ending Sodexho's more 
than 20 years running the food 
service program. 

Instead, the district will 
hire a new, in-house food 
service manager to run the 
program, which produces 
some 1.6 million meals a . 
year, according to Larson-
Shidler. That means the three 
managers who've been in the 
district the longest — all of 
them employees of Sodexho 
— will no longer work there, 
but Larson-Shidler said the 85 
other food service employees 
who are on the district's pay­
roll will keep their jobs. 

Though the district realized 
a $78,000 return on Sodexho's 

management contract last 
year, Larson-Shidler said he 
believes an in-house program 
could be better run and save 
some 5 to 6 cents per meal, 
a savings he said adds up to 
some $90,000. 

Not everyone was happy 
about the switch. Canton resi­
dent Cindy Bastion criticized 
the district in a letter to the 
editor for making the decision 
without consulting any of the 
managers or workers in the 
food service department. 

"Does (Larson-Shidler) not 
know that this group is per­
haps the most cohesive and 
forward-thinking group of any 
in this district... That these 
employees and the manage­
ment staff consider them­
selves as a working team?" 
she wrote. "Without any input 
or discussion with the food 
service employees or with the 
management company or any 
hint that this would be coming 
up, the vote was taken and the 
deed was done." 

Receive a Heart Key Ctw 
with your purchase of 
or more of PANDORA Je 
Good while supplies fasts, limi* 
one per c u s t o m s Offer good 
through February 1 4 , 2 0 0 9 . 
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Tip leads to arrest in flasher case 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A 40-year-old Romulus man 
who police say exposed him­
self at both the Canton and 
Dearborn public libraries has 
been arraigned on indecent 
exposure charges and remains 
jailed in lieu of $100,000 
bond. 

Paul Rolando Porter was 
arraigned Wednesday morn­
ing in 19th District Court in 
Dearborn following his arrest 
by Dearborn police, the result 
of a tip received by Canton 
police. A plea of not guilty to 
one count of indecent expo­
sure by a sexually delinquent 
person was entered by Judge 
William Hultgren with a pre­
liminary exam scheduled for 
Feb. 20. Porter can be free if 

Porter 

he posts 10 
percent, or 
$5,000, and 
must wear a 
tether and stay 
away from 
libraries. 

On 
Wednesday 
afternoon, 

Porter was arraigned in 35th 
District Court in Plymouth 
in front of Judge James 
Plakas. Another plea of not 
guilty was entered by the 
court for a charge of aggra­
vated indecent exposure, a 
two-year misdemeanor, and 
sexually deviant behavior, 
which carries a penalty of 
up to life in prison. A pre­
liminary exam is scheduled 
for Feb. 23 in front of Judge 
Michael Gerou. Another 

$50,000 bond was issued, 
allowing Porter to be set free 
if he posts $5,000. 

Maria Miller, spokes­
woman for the Wayne County 
Prosecutor's office, said the 
charge in Canton is listed as 
"aggravated" indecent expo­
sure because "he fondled him­
self" inside the library. 

On Jan. 30, a security tape 
at the Canton Public Library 
showed a man fondling him­
self just inside the library. 
After closing, the man alleg­
edly sat on an outside bench 
next to a 25-year-old woman 
and exposed himself. 

On Feb. 3, a 14-year-old girl 
was at the Dearborn Public 
Library when a man exposed 
himself to her late in the after­
noon. 

In both cases, the suspect 

fled after the incident. 
"We'd been working with 

Dearborn since last week," 
said Canton Police Deputy 
Chief Bob Kerr, who declined 
to give specifics concerning 
the tip that led to the arrest. 
Miller also declined to give 
details of the tip or where 
Porter was arrested. 

However, Miller hinted 
there may be more indecent 
exposure cases linked to 
Porter. 

"We have reason to believe 
there are other incidents and 
we encourage the public to 
come forward to file com­
plaints with their local police 
departments if there is any 
conduct consistent with this 
man," Miller said. 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637 
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CANTON COP CALLS 

Police department undergoing changes 
The Canton Police 

Department has undergone a 
number of personnel changes 
in recent months. 

A couple months ago, the 
department announced the 
promotion of Lieutenant 
Robert Kerr to the rank of 
deputy chief. Deputy Chief 
Kerr was hired by the depart­
ment in 1985 as a patrol 
officer. He was promoted to 
the rank of sergeant in 1994, 
and lieutenant in 1998. Kerr 
earned his Bachelor's Degree 
from University of Michigan 
and his Master's Degree from 
Eastern Michigan University. 

Kerr has been assigned 
as commander of the Staff 
Operations Division, filling 
a vacancy created by retiring 
Deputy Chief Laura Golles. He 
is responsible for overseeing 
the operation of the division 
which includes the detec­
tive bureau, crime preven-

Kerr Baugti Newsome Smediey 

tion, ordinance enforcement, 
records bureau and property 
retention, along with several 
specialized units including 
accident investigation and 
Western-Wayne Criminal 
Investigations. 

At the time of Kerr's promo­
tion, the department also pro­
moted to the rank of sergeant 
Chad Baugh and Craig Wilsher 
due to vacancies created by 
retirement. Both have been 
assigned as shift supervisors 
in the Patrol Division. 

Baugh was hired by the 
department as a patrol officer 

in 1996. He has a bachelor's 
degree in criminal justice from 
Madonna University. Wilsher 
was hired by the department 
as a patrol officer in 1998. He 
earned his bachelor's degree 
from Wayne State University 
and his master's degree in 
criminal justice leadership 
from Madonna University. 

In January, Sgt. Deb 
Newsome was promoted to the 
rank of lieutenant. Newsome 
was hired by the department as 
a patrol officer in 1991 and was 
promoted to sergeant in 2002. 
Newsome has been assigned 
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to many units within the 
department including detective 
bureau, department instruc­
tor, evidence technician, and 
most recently as community 
relations coordinator where she 
was instrumental in starting 
the department's new Web site 
and community watch pro­
gram. She also took on the role 
of public information officer 
for the department last fall. 
Newsome earned her bachelor's 
degree in communications 
from the University of Detroit 
in 1989, and was hired later 
that year by the Detroit Police 
Department. 

At the same time, the 
department promoted offi­
cer Robert Smediey to the 
rank of sergeant, filling the 
vacancy created by Newsome. 
He was hired by the depart­
ment in 1991 as a patrol 
officer. Smediey received his 
bachelor's degree from Adrian 
College in 1986. 

Stealing crabs 
I A 57-year-old Canton man 
1 was arrested at Holiday 

Market, 520 S. Lilley Road, 
Monday for attempting to 
steal two pieces of crab from 
an opened box found inside 
his cart. The suspect tried to 
run from the store when con­
fronted by employees, striking 
one of them. He faces possible 
robbery and strong armed 
robbery charges. 

Retail fraud 
* | A 24-year-old Canton man 
&=? faces a retail fraud charge 
for attempting to steal a $249 
GPS unit from Kohl's, 44444 
Ford Road on Sunday. Police 
say the suspect walked into 
the store, placed several items 
into a black Kohl's shopping 
bag and then attempted to 
returnthe GPS. A surveil­
lance tape showed the suspect 
walked in empty-handed but 
tried to walk out with the 
GPS. 

Teenager harassed 
*H A teenage girl living on 
«Jthe 1400 block of Walnut 

Ridge Circle reported to 
police Feb. 5 she has been 
threatened by two other teen­
age girls with postings on 
MySpace, claiming they will 
"kick her (butt)." The girl also 
reported to police that threat­
ening messages were left on 
her telephone voicemail and 
that she was attacked by one 
of the girls at the Canton 
Cinema. The victim says she's 
afraid of what the girls will 
do to her. She and her parents 
want to press charges. 

Flower bandit 

4Police arrested a man in 
his 40s who reportedly 

stole eight bunches of flowers 
from Kroger, 1905 N. Canton 
Center Road on Feb. 3. Police 
found the suspect behind the 
Total Plaza on Ford Road, who 
told them he was dropping 
off flowers for his girlfriend 
for Valentine's Day. He had 
no flowers, but his shirt was 
wet and he couldn't remember 
where he bought them. He 
was identified by two employ­
ees at Kroger. Police found 
the flowers nearby, along with 
women's underwear. 

B e r t c h * 
V a n i t y 

P a c k a g e 
SALE 

3 0 % OFF 
Same discount applies 

on all vanity tops and sink 
faucets when purchased 

as a package. 
M a n y Styles To C h o o s e From! 

Expires M a r c h 31,2009. 
• Free Bath Design 
• Installation Available 

K!£chfan»Ba£h*Pf!umbirtg 5uppiy 
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Close to home. And heart 
Within an easy one-rank drive, Crystal Mountain* makes the most of every moment. Blessed with 

some 10 feet of natural snowfall each year and enhanced by masterful grooming and snowmaking, 

we consistently have some of the best ski and snowboard conditions up north. Guests enjoy .45 

exciting downhill runs, the fastest lift in northern 

Michigan, a nationally-recognized snowsports school, 

award-winning family programs and some of the 

Midwest's finest resort lodging. 

We really put our hearts into it. 

This is your Mountain. Crystal Mountain, 

just 28 miles SW of Traverse City. 
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Term insurance might be the best option for many 

M o n e y M a t t e r s 

Rick Bloom 

Ihave received a number 
of letters dealing with life 
insurance issues. Two major 

concerns are what to do with 
life insurance if you lose your 
job and can no longer afford 
your premium payment. 

The first step is to deter­
mine whether you need life 
insurance. Many people who 
have a change in family situa­
tions find that they may have 
had life insurance through 
their employer, but really do 

not need it. 
If you do 

not need life 
insurance, 
then in most 
situations 
there is noth­
ing you need 
to do. On the 
other hand, if 
you need life 
insurance, the 
first thing to 

determine is what your rights 
are under your existing insur­
ance policy. In many situations 
the policy is portable, which 
means that you can transfer 
the policy without a break in 
coverage. 

If your employer-provided 
policy is not portable, you lose 
your insurance coverage. If 
you have the option of keeping 
your insurance coverage and 
need it, I say keep the policy. 
However, begin the process 
of shopping for a new policy. 
Many times, group coverage 
is not the most cost-effective 
type of policy. It makes sense 
to shop around. You may find 
— particularly with term 
insurance — a better policy at 
a lower cost. Don't cancel your 
existing policy until you have 
been approved for the new 
policy. 

I am a fan of term insur­
ance for the great majority of 
people. It easy to understand 

F r o g , t o a d 

w o r k s h o p 

c h a n g e d 

Friends of the Rouge's first 
Frog and Toad Survey Training 
Workshop scheduled for 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 14, has been moved to 
the Southfieid Public Library 
at 26300 Evergreen Road, 
Southfieid. There will be no 
power at the original location. 

LIKE NUMBERS? 
there are a pile 

hem in 

teecfion 

Check us out on the 
Web every day at 

hometownlife.com 
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and cost-effective. Typical 
term policies are available for 
10-, 15-, 20- or even a 30-year 
period. The length of time 
does not depend upon your age 
but rather for how long you 
need insurance coverage. 

You can deal with an agent 
when it comes to term or shop 
it around on the Internet. 

For those who can no longer 
afford their premium pay­

ments, the key is, do you need 
life insurance? If the answer 
is no, cancel the policy. Those 
over age 65 can potentially sell 
their policy to investors. There 
are investors that will pay to 
buy someone's life insurance 
policy. This is not an easy 
transaction but it is something 
to explore. 

For people who can't afford 
the current premium with a 

permanent insurance policy 
like a whole-life or universal-
life, there is cash surrender 
value that can be used to pay 
the premium. In addition, 
some creative agents can 
restructure the policy to fit 
your needs. 

There is no cash surrender 
value for term insurance. 
However, it is potentially pos­
sible for the coverage on that 

policy to be adjusted to make 
,it more affordable. 

In these difficult economic 
times, it is easy to sometimes 
ignore a problem and hope it 
goes away. When it comes to 
life insurance the reason you 
have it is to protect a loved one 
who is financially dependent 
upon you. When it comes time 
to make a decision regarding 
life insurance, don't rush. Take 

your time, ask questions and 
make the best choice for your 
situation. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK1400 AM. 

LOUIE'S 
i A A ENTIRE HOUSE | 4 A O / 

TC9CARPET llOoff 
I V l INSTALLATION* I I W U M 

r t h i n g T o g e 

ENERGY STAR" 
MAJOR 
APPLIANCES 
$39? or more [before taxes] 

Price only includes labor for 
installation of carpet and 
pad purchased from Lowe's. 
Offer limited to single-family 
homes. Additional charges 
may apply. Offer vaiid until 
4/5/09. See store for details. 

Receive 10% off in-stock 
and Special Order 
ENERGY STAR® major 
appliances. Offer valid 
2/12/09 - 2/16/09. 
Discount taken at 
register. Not valid on 
previous sales, 
installation and delivery 
fees, extended 
protection plans, water 
heaters, select 
Flsher&Paykel® 
or Electrolux items. 
See store for details. 

w-'i 

$5 
Offer valid 1/14/09 - 2/20/09. Please see store 

for more details. Discount taken at time of order. 
Not valid with any other product offer. 

L E V O L O R 
. i f 

MAIL-IN REBATE 
VALSPAR SIGNATURE 
COLORS PAINT 

Valspar® Signature 
Colors Interior 
Eggshell Finish Paint 
#213457 
$5 maii-in rebate on all 1-gallon 
sizes of Valspar Signature Colors 
Paint. Offer valid 2/12/09-
2/23/09. See store for details. 

f r e e $100 GIFT » *™» 
CARD via m a i l - i n rebate 

$118 price includes basic 
installation labor only. 
Requires purchase of 
refundable in-home 
measurement fee and 
three or more blinds/shades 
from Lowe's. Additional 
charges may apply. Offer 
limited to single-family 
homes. See store for details 

with the purchase of 
$400 of any in-stock 
Owens Corning 
insulation, Via mail-in 
rebate. Offer valid 
2/12/09-2/16/09, 
See store for details. 

G e t s t a r t e d at L o w e s . c o m / H o m e W i s e , w h e r e y o u ' l l find v a l u a b l e 
tips f r o m M O N E Y M a g a z i n e . F o r y o u r c o n v e n i e n c e , y o u c a n a l s o 
c a s h y o u r tax refund c h e c k at L o w e ' s , no p u r c h a s e n e c e s s a r y . 
© 2009 Time Inc. MONEY is a registered trademark of Time Inc. Used by permission. 
Does not constitute endorsement by MONEY of Lowe's or any products/brands. 

n o w 

12" x 12" 
Multicolored Slate Tile 
•Gauged for easy installation 
#131691 

CHOICE 
Bright > 

Effects. 

V A L U E ! 
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$ 6 9 8 w a s 
each $898 each 

Bright White or Daylight 
4-Pack 60-Watt Equivalent 
CFL Light Bulbs 
#77180;79261 

Selecti 
for stn 
and ap 

TOP CHOICE 

L O W E R PRICI 

n o w 

$ 2 4 7 
w a s 

2" x 4" x 96" Top Choice 
Kiln-Dried Whitewood 
Stud #7001 

* • 

Honeywell 

N,./.'LOWER PRICE 

n o w 

H 9 
w a s 
$ 5 9 8 7 -

5 + 2 Day Programmable 
Thermostat 
•ENERGY STAR® qualified 
#39500 

H P H M H I I 

$ 1 8 9 7 
2-pack 

Micro Allergen Extra 
Reduction Filter 
Sizes vary by market. 
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. L O W E R PRICE 

n o w 
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Windemere™ Oil-Rubbed 
Bronze Bath Faucet 
•4" centerset •Limited 
lifetime warranty #290863 

$ 8 5 
8' Fiberglass 
Stepladder 
•250 Ib. load 
capacity 
•Includes Tool-
Tra-Top18 #98195 

clearance 

Look for yellow clearance labels throughout 
Appliance department. Includes select refrigerators, 
clothes washers and dryers, dishwashers, ranges and 
over-the-range microwaves. Price reflects discount. 
Quantities limited. While supplies last. Selection may 
vary by store. See store for details. 

Look for yellow clearance labels throughout Tool 
department. Applies to select clearance tools. Price 
reflects discount. Selection may vary by store. Offer 
starts 2/12/09. While supplies last. See store for details. 

Applies to portable electric heaters, portable construction 
heaters, kerosene heaters and accessories, fireplaces and 
mantels, fireplace accessories, fireplace maintenance, gas 
logs, all stoves and vent-free gas space heating. Starts 
2/12/09. Discount taken at register, While supplies last. * 
Selection may vary by store. See store for details. 

For the Lowe's nearest you, call 1-800-993-4416 or visit us online at Lowes.com 
Prices may vary after 2/16/09 if there are market variations, "Was' prices in this advertisement were in effect on 2/5/09, and may vary based on Lowe's Everyday Low Price policy, +$139 entire house carpet installation only includes labor for installation of both carpet and 
pad purchased from Lowe's. Offer is limited to single-family residential homes. Additional charges may apply, as offer does not include any customization, or any other optional labor such as removal, haul-away, or moving of furniture, Multi-family and commercial properties 
will be priced by quote only. Offer not vaiid on glue-down carpet, prior purchases, and may not be available in your area. See store for additional information and listing of al! available carpet. Offer valid until 4/5/09. See store for details. We reserve the right to limit quantities. 
While Lowe's strives to be accurate, unintentional errors may occur. We reserve the right to correct any error. Prices and promotions apply to US locations only. © 2009 by Lowe's®. All rights reserved. Lowe's and the gable design are registered trademarks of LF, LLC, (050291) 
001/090291/062 
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perfect fit 
New 35th District Court Judge Jim Plakas was the center of attention during his investiture on Feb. 4 at The Inn at St. John's in Plymouth Township. 
Helping him put on the new robe are his parents, Angeio and Sandy Plakas, while former 35th District Court Judge John MacDonald looks on. Plakas 
was elected in November to fill the seat vacated by MacDonald, who administered the oath of office. Nearly 40 area judges, all wearing their robes, 
showed up for the ceremony, along with more than 400 guests. The pledge of allegiance was led by U.S. Marine and Canton Trustee Todd Caccamo. 
All five communities served by the court had representatives at the investiture, as did the Livonia Bar Association, Western Wayne Suburban Bar 
Association, Oakland County Bar Association, and Hellenic Bar Association. 

A t A S a f e , 
S e c u r e I n v e s t m e n t 
i n y o u r f u t u r e . 

23 M o n t h 
C e r t i f i c a t e 

% 

than ever, you need a financial 
that looks out for y o u , Community 

s not-for-profit and your accounts 
instit 
f i n a n c i a 

are federally insured up to $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 

Get peace of mir 
safe & secure for 

your savings 

the Ions term. 

Call or stop by a Community Financial office today! 

(754) 453-1200 (877) 937-2328 tot! free www.dcu.org 

P L Y M O U T H 

500 S. Harvey 

C A N T O N 

N. Canton Center * 47463 Michigan Ave. 400 E, Main 4 3 3 5 0 A r e n a Dr. 

*Rates effective 2/11/09. Rates can'not be combined with any other bonus rate offer and are subject to change without notice. Subject to penalty for eariy 
withdrawal, fees, if any, may reduce earnings. 
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m 
G A S C E R T I F I C A T E 

with any minor or major auto repair work over $500.00 

PATTERSON 
PAGE A 6 

the role of AG, you would want 
some relationship with whom­
ever is the governor that was a 
positive relationship." 

Despite 30 years in politics, 
Patterson said there's still work 
to be done to improve, his name 
recognition throughout the 
state to improve his chances of 
getting the nomination at the 
Aug. 2010 party convention. 

"I have to build up a suf­
ficient number of convention 
delegates to become one of 
the options," Patterson said. 
"It's a matter of renewing old 
relationships and making sure 
other people know what I'm 
about to become a credible 
option." 

Patterson believes he'll "have 
to raise a million bucks" if he's 
to become the Republican 
nominee. 

Bill Ballenger of Inside 
Michigan Politics said it's way 
too early to determine who has 
a chance to become attorney 
general. 

"It's still 18 months before 
the state party convention," 
said Ballenger. "I don't know if 
he's getting you excited for no 
reason, at this point. There's 
no other names being tossed 
around. 

"(Patterson) is a lawyer, 
and that's all ybu need to be 
attorney general," he said. 
"He's from Wayne County, and 
there's not many Republicans 
from there. He's got a base... an 
intelligent, colorful guy." 

Ballenger said others being 
mentioned for attorney general 
are Sen. Majority Leader Mike 
Bishop and Michigan Court 
of Appeals Judge William 
Schuette, whose term is up this 
year. 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-263? 

Check us out on the Web every day 
at hometownlife.com 
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P l y m o u t h 
(Behind Greko Printing) 

Check Engine Light On? 
Transmission Problems? 
Low Fluid Levels? 
Brake Noise? 

TRANSMISSIONS, BRAKES, POWER STEERING, EXHAUST, TUNE-UPS, SHOCKS, 
COOUNG SYSTEMS, ALTERNATORS, OIL/FLUID CHANGES & MORE 
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Hunter's success provides hands-on anatomy lab 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Cathy German was looking 
at using a chart and model to 
show her anatomy students 
the many valves, chambers 
and openings in the human 
heart. That was until John 
Glenn High School Principal 
David Ingham made her an 
offer she couldn't refuse. 

Before last fall's hunting 
seasons, Ingham asked his 
anatomy teacher if she could 
use a deer heart for her class. 
She didn't hesitate to say yes. 
A mammal, a deer's heart was 
very much like a human heart 
and having one would give her 
students some good hands-on 
observations. 

Little did she know Ingham 
would have three very good 
hunts, bagging three deer 
during the state's bow, fire­
arm and black powder sea­
sons. 

"I've done this in the past, I 
did it with the science class at 
Adams Middle School, when 
I'd get lucky," said Ingham. "I 
mentioned it to Cathy and she 
said it would be great for this 
lab. It's the kinds of hands-on 
lab kids will remember." 

"I wanted to bring in 
something that's real," said 
German. "I have a plastic 
model I can open up so they 
can see the chambers and 
valves and I have a pink and 
blue drawing. There are pre­
served hearts in catalogs, but 
they're expensive. We know 
a real heart looks totally dif­
ferent." 

Ingham admits he took care 
so he would "get good speci­
mens, not something that 
looked like road kill," and was 
rewarded with three intact 
hearts that he kept frozen 

8 candidates 
file in school 
board race 

BY SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

It's a crowded field of can­
didates vying for one of three 
seats on the Wayne-Westland 
school board that will be filled 
in the May 5 school election. 

Two four-year terms, cur­
rently held by incumbents Ed 
Turner and Steve Becher, as 
well as the remaining year of 
four-year term that had been 
held by Frederick Weaver, will 
be filled in the annual school 
election. Weaver resigned from 
the board last August after 
moving to the Midland area. 

Turner, a Westland resident, 
joined the school board in 1997-
He is seeking a fifth four-year 
term. Becher, a Wayne resi­
dent, was elected to the school 
board in 2004 and is complet­
ing his first four-year term. He 
has opted to seek the one-year 
term. 

Incumbent appointee 
Shawna Walker who has been 
filling Weaver's seat since last 
September. A Westland resi­
dent, she is seeking a four-year 
term. 

Alsocampaigning for the 
four-year terms are Gregory 
Maxwell of Wayne, the hus­
band of Shawnn Maxwell who 
spearheaded a failed recall 
attempt of two school board 
members; retired Wayne-
Westland teacher Carol Middel 
of Canton; Lori Mireles-Smith 
ofWestland who has twice 
tried for an appointment to the 
sehool board; Brian Mulligan 
ofWestland, who is making 
his third bid for a seat on the 
board; and Westland resident 
Mark Neal, a retired Westland 
fire chief. 

In addition to Becher, 
businessman John Goci of 
Westland and Angela Hoops-
Cpssey of Wayne have filed for 
the one-year term. 

The candidates have until 4 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 13, to with­
draw from the election. 

* 
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John Glenn High School seniors Bradley Sheahan (from left), Jake Kitzmiller and Angelina Floied take a close look at a deer's heart during Cathy German's 
anatomy class. 

until German needed them. 
German took the hearts 

home where she practiced to 
make sure she could use them. 
She left one intact, but cut the 
other two so students could 
see the chambers, valves and 
connective tissue inside. 

Students put on surgical 
gloves to handle the speci­
mens, drawing pictures and 
labeling what they saw. It was 
all in preparation for a quiz 
on Wednesday in which they 
had to trace the flow of blood 
through the heart and name 

the 17 structures, among other 
things. 

Seniors Bradley Sheahan, 
Jake Kitzmiller and Angelina 
Floied got their hands on the 
whole heart, using probes to 
identify such things as the 
aorta, pulmonary vein and 
ventricles. 

Terms like the super vena 
cava and right and left 
auricles easily rolled off their 
tongues and the fact that 
they faced a 35-point quiz the 
next day didn't worry them, 
even though they just started 

John Glenn High School teacher Cathy German discusses the valves of the 
deer heart with her students. 

studying the cardiovascular 
system this week. They've 
worked on rats and will dis­
sect a cat at the end of the 
year and already know all 
the bones and muscles in the 
human body. 

"We had to learn 40 dif­
ferent bones and then 
had a quiz two days later," 
said Kitzmiller who plans 
to attend Wayne State 
University to become a nurse 
anesthesist. s 

"We have coloring books 
where we learn to label arid 
color different things," added 
Sheahan, "And we use a lot of 
mnemonic devices to learn." 

For the trio, the anatomy 
class dovetails well with their 
future careers. Sheahan plans 
to study pre-med at Michigan 
State University, Kitzmiller 
is going to study to be a nurse 
anesthesist at Wayne State 
University. Floied plans to 
study nursing at Schoolcraft 
College. 

"They learn the anatomy , 
and then the physiology," said 
German, watching as students 
gathered in groups of eight at 
the three lab stations. 

Ingham visited one of the 
classes and was glad to see 
students handling the hearts. 

"I think she did a wonder­
ful job and the kids I saw 
handled them more than I 
thought," he said. "I didn't see 
any squeamish kids in that 
classroom." 

By the third class, German 
had to admit her specimens 
were getting "old." The fat on 
the one heart was harden­
ing and they were starting to 
darken in color, 

"These poor hearts won't 
make it another day," she said. 

smason@hometownlJfe.com I (313) 222-6751 

PRESIDENTS' DAY SAVINGS! 
BUY ANY MATTRESS 
AT 5 0 % OFF, 
GET THE MATCHING 
FOUNDATION FOR 
• plus no interest, no payments for 12 months 

on all mattress sets $399 or more with qualifying card. See Important Deferred 
Interest Promotional Offer Details below. Offer ends 2/21/09. 

• plus free delivery and setup 
on all mattress sets $399 or more with mail-in rebate. Free standard local delivery. 
Outside local delivery area, customer pays an additional charge. Rebate values, local 
area and additional charges vary. Maximum rebate value $65. See store for details. 

• plus free removal of your old mattress 
Excludes water beds. 

• plus free bed frame 
Up to a 59.99 value. Offer good for frame of comparable size to mattress. No substitutions. 

» 5 4 9 w + $ 1 = $ g g Q 
. Serta "Platinum" Reg. 1599.09 

q u e e n mattress set . . 
offer ends 2/21/09, 

^ u " " ^ ^ - f 

BYSE&TA* (Serta; 

It's easy to get started on your 
remodeling project today! 

G E T A $ 2 0 0 T O $ 5 0 0 G I F T C A R D 
when you use The Great Indoors for your kitchen 

or bath remodeling project 
Schedule a FREE one-hour consultation with a Kitchen & Bath designer between today and Monday 2/16. 

Go online to schedule your appointment today." 

ALL plumbing, lighting, vanities and hard flooring ON SALE" 
plus an extra 10% CASH BACK on lighting" 

SAVE 15% on all major appliances 
PLUS FREE DELIVERY OR NO INTEREST AND NO PAYMENTS 

for 12 months on any appliance purchase of $399 or more" 

20% C A S H BACK on all area rugs, installed carpet 
and stair runners 'or.and 8-ib. pad ' 

PLUS NO INTEREST AND NO PAYMENTS • r v 

Dn plumbing purchase over 
or area rug pure! 

$399 and any carpeting 
ase over S199 

ARIZONA Chandler 480-792-6000 Scottsdaie 480-281-9000 -g • "1 

CALIFORNIA Burbank 818-260-8000 Irvine 949-340-6000 -^- 1-"¾ | Y y # ^ 1 "8̂ ¾ f \ 4~\~W*C 

COLORADO Broomfieid 720-566-1000 Lone Tree 303-708-2500 U l V CmLA V J CL A JL JL J L U & 
ILLINOIS Lombard 630-873-8000 MARYLAND Gaithersburg 240-599-1300 K-J 

MICHIGAN Novi 248-679-1000 OHIO Columbus 614-880-8800 -j f-̂ "̂  m 
TEXAS Farmers Branch 214-764-1000 Houston 832-476-8000 1 k. » J ™ fhJs!] 
All mail-in rebates exclude sales tax. IMPORTANT DEFERRED INTEREST PROMOTIONAL OFFER DETAILS: FINANCE.CHARGES accrue on a promotional purchase from the date of the purchase at the rate in 
effect from time to time and all accrued FINANCE CHARGES for the entire promotional period will bo added to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the end of the promotional period or if you 
default undet your card agreement. Making the minimum monthly payment will not pay off your promotional purchase in time to avoid FINANCE CHARGES. With credit approval, for qualifying purchases 
made on The Great Indoors MasterCard' or a Sears card (Sears Commercial One accounts excluded). Sears Home Improvement Account valid on installed sales only. Offer is only valid for consumer 
accounts in good standing and is subject to change without notice. May not be combined with any other credit promotional offer. Promotional offers of 14 months or more require minimum monthly 
payments as disclosed in the offer. Sears cards: APR up to 26.49%, but if your account has a variable APR, the APR is up to 29,99% as of 2/2/09 and may vary. Lower rates may apply. Minimum FINANCE. 
CHARGE: $2. See card agreement for details including when the default rate applies. Sears cards are issued by Citibank (South Dakota) N.A. Sears Solutions cards are issued by HSBC Bank Nevada, IMA 
'Kitchen projects must be designed and installed by TGI, $12,000 minimum, include cabinets, contract signing within 45 days of retainer; Bath projects must be designed and installed by TGI, $5000 
minimum, contract signing within 45 days of retainer. rExcludes Kohler special order, Never Priced Lower items. Casablanca Fan Co., Minka Air fans, Hunter Prestige collection and Monte Carlo select 
fans. Offer ends 2/25/09. "Cash back after mail-in rebate. May not be combined with any other rebate offer. See store for details. Excludes Never Priced Lower items, Casablanca Fan Co., Minka Air 
fans, Hunter Prestige collection and Monte Carlo select fans. Offer ends 2/25/09. ttSavings on purchases $399 or more. Free standard local delivery with mail-in rebate on purchases $399 or more. 
Outside local delivery area, customer pays an additional charge. Rebate values, local area and additional charges vary. Free delivery excludes professional ranges and built-in refrigerators. 
Maximum rebate value $75. See store for details. Excludes Never Priced Lower items, clearance, closeouts, open box merchandise, Aga, Asko, Bertazzoni, Best hoods, CornuFe, Dacor, DCS, Diva, 
Electrolux, Electrolux Icon, select Fisher & Paykel, LG, Marvel, Miele, Monte Carlo select fans, Thermador, U-Line, Vent-A-Hood, Viking (not available in CA) and Zephyr. Offer ends 2/25/09. ""Cash back 
after mail-in rebate. Retainer must be taken 2/12-2/21/09. AN flooring sales must be completed by 3/7/09. Excludes clearance, closeouts and great buys. May not be combined with any other rebate offer. 
See store for details. Installation by trained professionals. @ 2 0 0 g S e g r s H o | d m g s C o r p o r a t i o n 
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These are excellent 
times for trail lovers 

When Canton Township sent out a recreation 
survey to residents back in 2004, the number 
one thing that people were clamoring for were 
trails and walking paths. 

At the time, the township had an array of 
top-notch recreation facilities and parks, like 
the Summit and the Village Theater, but they 
admittedly were lacking trails. So Canton 
Leisure Services made trails a priority, and 
they were supported by the township's elected 
officials. 

Fortunately, in this quest, the township had 
an ace up its sleeve — approximately 300 acres 
of the county owned Lower Rouge Parkway, a 
combination of wetlands, woodlands, meadows 
and floodplain straddling the Lower Rouge 
River. Because of all the development tak­
ing place in the southwest part of town, the 
township had plans to install a sanitary sewer 
through the floodplain. And since they were 
going to have to cut a swath through the park­
way, they decided it would be a great opportu­
nity to add a pathway along with the sewer. 

The other ace the township had was Bob 
Belair, assistant township engineer, who has 
been intimately involved in the planning of 
the pathway since the beginning and has been 
instrumental in securing $1.2 million in fed­
eral and state grants for the project. 

Recently the township secured a $150,000 
grant from the Wayne County Department of 
Environment, which along with a $350,000 
grant from the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources, will allow the township 
to build a half dozen pedestrian bridges 
over the Rouge that will connect the differ­
ent portions of the trail, which, when com­
plete, will run from Heritage Park at Canton 
Center all the way to 1-275 (connecting to the 
trail that runs along the expressway). There 
are also ongoing talks with ITC to build a 
trail along the power line corridor that will 
ultimately connect the Lower Rouge Trail to 
Cherry Hill'Village. 

Much of the work will be completed before 
the end of the upcoming construction sea­
son. Belair, along with other staff like engi­
neer and trail project manager Anne Naszradi, 
deserve a lot of credit for bringing the trail 
together much quicker than many thought pos­
sible. They have also gotten many volunteers 
involved in the project, which will be impor­
tant to the trail's future. 

The success of this trail is even more impres­
sive when considering it has been possible 
because of a partnership between the town­
ship, county, and state. This is how govern­
ment is supposed to work — cooperatively. 

When completed, the trail may very well be 
the jewel of the township's park system. It will 
provide a place for walkers, joggers, mountain 
bikers, cross country skiers and nature lovers 
a place to spend time close to home. Exactly 
what residents said they wanted. 

Join the discussion 

Careerbuiider.com was the 
favorite Super Sow! commercial of 
hometownlife.com visitors tast week. 

Michigan lawmakers will have to make 
cuts in order to balance the new state 
budget. What area of the budget would 
you cut? 
• Corrections 
• Social services 
• Roads 
• Education 
" • State employees 
• Other 

Go to hometownlife.com to give us your feedback. 
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Canton environmental engineer Bob Belair walks along the Lower Rouge River near the recreation t r a i l . He, along with other township staff, have 
instrumental in project's success. 

S 
Decision will save money 

I am writing in response to a recent let­
ter regarding Plymouth-Ganton Community 
Schools' Food Service Program ("Disillusioned 
with school board," Cindy Bastion, Feb. 5). 
Some clarification is necessary: 

Due to new federal regulations, the district 
was required to bid out its food service man­
agement for the 2009-10 school year. If it were 
to bid out these services, there is no guarantee 
that the current provider, Sodexho, would have 
won the bid to remain as the management 
company in the district. 

It is important for your readers to know 
that the district has been happy with the 
food service management services provided 
by Sodexho over the years. The problem is 
that we are pricing our students out of the 
hot lunch market in the current economy. 
The district has served 34,000 fewer meals 
from September through December 2008 as 
compared to last year during that time. The 
contract with Sodexho is a cost phis term, 
which means if there is a loss at the end of the 
year, the district would need to incur that loss. 
Through December, we are running at a deficit 
of about $60,000. Everyone is aware of our 
ongoing budget constraints, so PCCS needed 
to decide if it would raise lunch prices, or oper­
ate a different way. I believe we have found a . 
way to hold the line on pricing and enhance the 
program. 

I believe the district's operations should be 
reviewed and evaluated on an ongoing basis. I 
reviewed the food service operations through 
site visits, discussions with district staff, con­
sultants, neighboring districts, the Michigan 
Department of Education and review of his­
tory and files. Based on this review and my 

lies in the district. 

Mail comments to the Canton Observer, 615 W. 
Lafayette, Second Level, Detroit, Ml 48226 or 
e-mail to kkuban®hometowniife.com. 

past experience, I felt it was in the best interest 
of the district to manage its own food service 
program. At the Jan. 27 board meeting, I 
presented a recommendation to the Board of 
Education that the district be allowed to let its 
contract expire with Sodexho as of June 30, 
2009. The board accepted this recommenda­
tion. 

This change will not affect the employment 
of the food service staff working in the district. 
It will likely affect the Sodexho management 
staff (three people) that are assigned to the 
district. Our contract with Sodexho makes it 
financially prohibitive to hire its management 
staff. The transition will not add costs to the 
district because we will replace these three 
positions with district staff without incurring 
costs above what we currently pay Sodexho in 
salaries and fees. 

We will be posting the food service manager 
position within the next couple of weeks. Once 
that person is hired, they will complete the hir­
ing of the management staff for the 2009-10 
school year. This will be an open process, so 
anyone that meets or exceeds the qualifications 
may apply... no matter where they live. 

I hope this helps to clarify the issue for every­
one. Our board is in a difficult position every 
year during budget season. I believe we did our 
job by giving them an option that will provide 
a nutritious, great tasting lunch for students 
without increasing costs to our budget or fami-

assistant superintendent for business 
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 

"The silence is deafening." A famous saying 
so appropriately describes the TV news pro- ' 
grams. - -

Many thousands of people came to 
Washington from all over the United States. 
They came to commemorate the Rove vs. Wade 
Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion 
— right up to the moment of delivery — and 
also after through the 'partial birth" abortion. • 

This l iMarch for Life" took place Jan. 22. 
Total silence describes the non-coverage of this 
event by the TV news broadcasts that evening. 
How sad that many people arenever aware of 
this memorial for the unborn which has been 
happening each year for the past 36 years. Over 
49 million innocent victims of abortion have • 
been slaughtered since then. These deaths are 
more than the total American combat-related 
deaths in the following wars: Civil War, World 
War I, World War II, Korean, Vietnam, Desert 
Storm and the war on terrorism. 

Is it any wonder that our economy is in such a 
drastic condition? Think about it — our greatest • 
natural resource, or children, have had their voic­
es silenced. They are not here to enjoy the right 
to life guaranteed by our constitution, to attend 
school, to hold jobs and pay Social Security, to 
marry and have a family, to buy cars, etc. 

Want to help stop this plague of our nation? 
Pray, andjoin Right To Life-Lifespan. Call 
(734)422-6230. 

Car 

The Canton Observer asked people at the 
about President Obama's econom 

« 

" I ' m w o r r i e d a b o u t i t , a n d w h a t " I ' m i n f a v o r o f i t b e c a u s e i t w i l l 

i s h a p p e n i n g w i t h t h e b a n k s . I h e l p a l o t of p e o p l e , i t w o u l d be 

t h i n k t h e y ' r e s p e n d i n g i t w r o n g i n t h e b e s t i n t e r e s t . " 

On b o n u s e s a n d O f f i c e s . " G l e n B Darby, 4 5 , Ypsilanti 
Stephenie Polidori, 39, Canton 

e c o n o m y m o v i n g a g a i n . 

E s p e c i a l l y i n M i c h i g a n , b e c a u s e p o l i t i c a l h o r s e t r a d i n g t h a i 

w e ' r e g e t t i n g h i t t h e w o r s t . " t a k e s p l a c e , t h e r e ' s g o i n g ! 
Rick Kfocke, 39, Westland 
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