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Dear Readers: 
Your hometown Observer has a new look. 

The changes are a result of your feedback in 
e-mail surveys and local interviews over the 
last four months. The design has been updat­
ed and inside you'll find new features on 
"Public Safety" and "Strictly Business" and 
a Hometown Life section with Sports, Filter 
and Food & Wine. It's all local and packaged 
with more photos and more local names. In 
addition, you will see a new emphasis on 
local opinions - from us and from you. 

I welcome your comments. You can reach 
me at (313) 222-5397 or at srosiek@home-
townlife.com 

Susan Rosiek 
Executive Editor 

C O N N E C T I O N 

Diane Rehm's 
'Finding My Voice.' 

The 8th Annual Everyone's Reading 
Program kicked off this week. More than a 
dozen libraries, including the Canton Public 
Library, are participating in the program, 
which this year will feature the book, "Finding 
My Voice" by National Public Radio personal­
ity Diane Rehm. 

The book tells the story of 
Rehm's struggle with a rare 
neurological disorder, a condi­
tion that impacts her ability to 
speak and threatened to end her 
broadcast career. Rehm, one of 
the nation's most well known 
talk show hosts, will make two 
appearances in Metro Detroit 
during National Library Week 
in April to discuss "Finding My 
Voice" (April 14 at the Royal 

Park Hotel in Rochester and April 15 at the 
Maple Art Theatre in Bloomfield Township). A 
ticket will be required for botfrauthor appear­
ances. Tickets are free and available at partici­
pating libraries beginning Monday, March 23. 
Call the Canton library for more information 
and ticket availability at (734) 397-0999 or visit 
www.cantonpl.org. 

The Village Theater at Cherry Hill will host 
Canton's 2nd Annual International Festival on 
Saturday, Feb % from 1̂ 5:30 p.m. This program, a 
special project of the Canton Cultural Commission's 
Multicultural Committee, is a unique celebration of 
arts and cultures from around the globe. This edu­
cational and artistic event will include stage per­
formances, cultural displays and merchandise, and 
international sweets for sale and sampling. Cultural 
displays will include storybooks, jewelry, several 
Sri Lankan and Indian cultural exhibits, as well as 
Mormation from the Bilingual Fun Group. 

Featured performances include sitar play­
ing, New Hope Baptist Church mimes, steppers, 
praise dancers, tango ballrooms, Indian classical 
dance, martial arts, Sri Lanka dancing, interpre­
tive dance, Troupe Taamullat belly dancers, and 
BollyFit. Included in die afternoon lineup with be 
folk tale readings from a wide variety of different 
cultures. A classroom activity will also be held by 
the Bilingual Fun Group and the Canton Public 
Library will also be represented at the event. 

There is a $2 suggested donation at the door. 
For more information on this cultural event, 
visit www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater or call 
(734) 394-5460. 
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Kelly Hermann, daughter Maggie Hermann and Maggie's pet fish. 

K e l l y ' s K i d z 
Organization aids families struggling to 

find help for physically impaired children 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

With a contagious smile, 6-year-old Maggie 
Hermann — born with cerebral palsy — wheels 
around her Canton Township home in her specially 
designed wheelchair like an old pro. 

"Hang around Maggie enough and she really has an 
infections personal-

MAGGIE'S LUCKY 
STRIKE CHALLENGE 

What: Bowling benefit for 
Kelly's Kidz 

When: Saturday. Feb. 7 (reg­
istration is from 2-2:30 p.m. and 
bowling starts at 2:30) 

Where: Super Bowl in Canton, 
45100 Ford Road 

Cost: $20 per person for two 
games and two slices of pizza 

Info: Visit www.kellyskidz.net 

ity," said her father, 
Dave Hermann. 
"She captivates 
people and draws 
them in." 

Maggie's 
mother, Kelly 
Hermann, admits 
"it was really hard 
to deal with" CP 
the first year, but 
after that it was 
time to deal with 
reality and "seek 
out the resources" 
available to them. 

"It's very frustrating... (the doctors) don't always 
provide the information you need to find it," said 
Kelly Hermann. 

The Hermanns weaved their way through the maze, 
finding Oakwood Hospital's Center for Exceptional 
Families, which helped with all their questions and needs. , 

To make it easier for others to navigate the sys­
tem, the Hermanns in November launched Kelly's 
Kidz, a nonprofit organization designed to help pro­
vide financial assistance and resources to physically 
impaired children and their families. 

"To get therapies, preventative treatment and the 
durable medical equipment they need, which can 
cost thousands of dollars," said Dave Hermann. 

The foundation has $30,000 through the gen­
erosity of family and friends. On Saturday, Kelly*s 
Kidz will hold its first fund-raiser, an afternoon of 
bowling, raffles and other activities to benefit the 
foundation. 

Dave and Kelly Hermann, with daughter Maggie and son 
Michael, at their Canton home. 

"The Hermann family is sort of the epitome 
of what we hope happens to families on their 
journey caring for kids with special needs," said 
Susan Youngs, medical director of the Center for 
Exceptional Families, and Maggie's doctor. "There 
are support services available to families, social 
supports, adaptive recreation and community pro­
grams available... but it's very difficult to find a 
place where you can get all the answers." 

Kelly Hermann said after discovering how dif­
ficult it was to find those resources "we just had to 
give back." 

"You meet these families and they have nowhere 
to turn," she said. "If they just know about this piece 
and get them the help, it's amazing the progress you 
can see in a kid. They have so much potential." 

Henry 

MU coach 
resigns in 
wake of 
sex scandal 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Madonna University officials 
Monday accepted the resigna­
tion of men's basketball coach 
and Canton resident Chuck 
Henry in the wake of allega­
tions he had inappropriate 
sexual contact with a 13-year-
old student when he taught in 
the Wayne-Westland school 
district more than two decades 
ago. 

The allegations were made 
by the former 
student, whose 
name was not 
divulged, in a 
report aired 
Sunday and 
Monday nights 
onWDIV-TV 
(Channel 4). 

In a state­
ment released 
Monday by the university, 
officials said: "Our prayers are 
with the young woman. We 
have accepted Mr. Henry's res­
ignation, and he is no longer a 
university employee." 

In the wake of Henry's resig­
nation, assistant coach Myron 
Brown was named the school's 
interim coach. Assistants 
Monte Dennard and Noel 
Emenheiser will help run the 
team. 

The woman, now 36, alleged 
the inappropriate contact hap­
pened some 23 years ago, when 
she was a student and Henry, 
then 37, was a gym teacher at 
Adams Junior High School in 
Westland. The girl had a tape 
recording of a conversation 
she recently had with Henry, 
a conversation she recorded 
without telling Henry he was 
being taped. 
. During that conversation, 
played during the televised 
report, the woman could be 
heard asking Henry if she was 
"the only one or were there oth­
ers?" Henry's reply: "You were 
the only one." 

When approached by WDIV 
reporter Karen Drew, Henry 
at first denied the allegations. 
When shown a transcript of 
the recorded conversation, and 
being told the girl alleged the 
inappropriate conduct hap­
pened multiple times over the 
course of a year, Henry admit­
ted to recalling "maybe two or 
three times." He also called it 
"the one thing in my life... I've 
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Siavens plays prominent role at State of the State 
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Delivery call: 
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GANMETT 
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BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

State Rep. Dian Siavens CD-
Canton) was one of four legislators 
picked by the House leadership to 
escort Gov. Jennifer Granholm as 
she walked into the House cham­
bers to give her State of the State 
address Tuesday night. 

Siavens, attending her first 
address since taking office in 
November, said she didn't get 
a sneak peek of the governor's 
speech. However, Siavens said 
she's more than willing to take the 
10-percent pay cut announced by 
Granholm for all state legislators. 

"I'll do whatever it takes to get 
Michigan moving," Siavens said. 
"I had said we should decrease 
it 5 percent, but if they want 10 
percent, that's what I'll do." 

Siavens said she has a bill 
ready to present to the House 

State Rep. Dian Siavens was one of a 
handful of politicians selected to be 
in the group that walked in with Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm prior to her State 
of the State address on Tuesday night. 

leadership that would end life­
time benefits for state legislators. 

"It will start with those elected 
into office for 2009/ Siavens 
said. "Someone told me that if 
you try to get elections prior to 

that, they'll hold it up. I just want 
to get it done. How many compa­
nies after six years give lifetime 
benefits? That's ridiculous." 

Former state representative 
and current Canton Township 
Supervisor Phil LaJoy was a 
bit puzzled with Granholm's 
announcement that she will 
reduce the state's 18 departments 
into eight LaJoy, who tried to pass 
a bill that would consolidate 18 
human resource and purchasing 
departments into one to save the 
state money, wondered aloud as to 
why it hadn't been done earlier. 

"I told her about the human 
resource and purchasing con­
solidation six years ago," said 
LaJoy, who spent three terms in 
Lansing. "It wasn't that people 
didnt talk about it or have ideas 
out there. They're hard deci­
sions, but they should have been 
made a long time ago." 
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N o b o d y h u r t i n M o n d a y m o r n i n g h o u s e f i r e 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Canton resident Dave 
Kopchia was visibly shaken as 
he watched Canton firefight­
ers putting out a blaze at his 
home Monday morning. 

"It's unbelievable, I can't 
believe this," said Kopchia, 

who lives at the corner of 
Morton Taylor and Hanford. 
"I was in line at Kroger's when 
a friend of mine was coming 
home from work and saw the 
smoke and called me. Nobody 
was home, the kids were at 
school." 

Canton Fire Department 
Battalion Chief B.C. Arble said 

the call came in at 9:15 a.m. 
"We got the call as a garage 

fire fully involved, attached 
to a house," said Arble about 
an hour after arriving to the 
scene. "We did a primary 
search to make sure the house 
was unoccupied. 

"It's pretty much contained 
to the garage, though you will 
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Your heart is a muscle* Like all muscles, 
it needs to move to stay strong* 

future heart 

If you have a heart attack, you can 
lose heart muscle — muscle that 
doesn't come back So, if you have 
chest pain or other symptoms, help 
your heart muscle by calling 9-1-1 
immediately* The sooner you are treated, the less 
muscle you will lose, and the faster you will recover* 

A special message from Huron Valley Ambulance 

C o m m u n i t y - o w n e d • N o n p r o f i t • N a t i o n a l l y a c c r e d i t e d 

see a little bit of damage to the 
front of the house," he said. 
"There will be some smoke and 
water damage throughout the 
house." 

Arble said while the weather 
was warmer than in the recent 
past, the cold temperatures 
make it difficult. 

"As soon as we use the water 
the ice builds up," he said at 
the scene. "It restricts your 
movements because once you 
get wet it starts freezing up on 
your gear. At least it's not bit­
ter cold." 

Investigators do not know 
what caused the fire. 
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Canton Firefighters make sure there are no hot spots left at the scene of a 
Monday morning house fire at Morton Taylor and Hanford. 
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Labor peace: W-W, 
union r a t i f y agreement 

BY SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Wayne-Westland school offi­
cials and representatives of its 
teachers union are hoping that 
with approval of a new four-
year agreement, the district 
can leave behind the animosity 
fostered by a four-day strike 
in October and begin to move 
forward. 

The comments came 
Tuesday evening as members 
of the school board voted 5-
0 to approve the settlement 
agreement reached with the 
Wayne-Westland Education 
Association during fact-find­
ing, a joint press release about 
the agreement and a letter 
related to the strike. 

Board Secretary Cindy 
Schofield abstained from vot­
ing, telling the board that she 
would benefit from the agree­
ment because her husband is a 
teacher in the district. Trustee 
William Gabriel was absent. 

"We worked very long, hard 
hours, we were committed 
to a common goal of getting 
agreement and moving on for 
the good of the community," 
WWEA president Nancy 
Strachan said. "I'm pleased 
with where we ended up, but 
we did a lot of work along the 
way." . 

"We're elated that this is 
behind us, now we can focus 
all of our abilities and capabili­
ties on moving forward and on 
the education of our children," 
Superintendent Greg Baracy 
said. 

Main areas addressed in 
the new agreement were 
wages, health care and adjust­
ments in class sizes, which 
had become a rallying cry 
for angry parents during the 
four-day strike. 

In the joint press released 
after the meeting, the two 
sides acknowledged that 
strikes are illegal and collec­
tive bargaining must be done 
in good faith. To that end, the 
new contract includes a no-
strike, no-lockout provision. 
The union also agreed to with-

WHAT WAS AGREED TO 
• Teachers»will receive 6.75 percent in pay increases over the life of the 
agreement -1.75 percent retroactive to the start of Aug. '28,2008, and • 
1.5 percent for each of the remaining three years. Wages for a beginning 
teacher with a bachelor's degree will go from $35,011 the first year to 
$36,610 in the fourth year. At the top of the scale, wages for teachers 
with a doctoral degree will go from $96,112 to $100,505 respectively. 
• The district will continue to offer the MESSA Choices health care plan 
as well as an HMO. However, new hires will now have a choice between 
the two plans. 
• Teachers will c o n t i n u e d pay a $480 co-pay along with a deductible 
of $100 and $200 the first year and $200 and $400 starting in the sec­
ond year of the agreement. There also will be co-pays for office visits 
- $10 - and emergency room visits - $25 - starting in the second year 
of the agreement. 
• There also will be some modifications in class sizes. The overload lan­
guage will be reduced by one student in K-12 for the 2009-2010 school 
year, and middle school and high school physical education and music 
classes will be reduced from 40 to 39 students, High school health 
classes will be reduced from the physical education class size to normal 
class size and science lab classes also will be reduced by two students. 
• In the 2010-2011 school year, grades 6-12 classes will be reduced by 
one students as well as fourth- and fifth-grades and four-five splits. 

draw all pending grievances, 
charges and lawsuits related 
to the dispute. It also agreed 
that it "will not and does not 
support" the recall of board 
members Martha Pitsenbarger 
and Skip Monit. 

"It is recognized that board 
members acted in what they 
believed to be the district's 
best interests," according the 
press release. 

The letter the board 
approved is a letter of repri­
mand of teachers who par­
ticipated in the strike. It will 
become a permanent part of 
their personnel records. It also 
puts teachers on notice that 
"similar misconduct in the 
future will result in additional 
discipline, up to and including 
discharge." 

According to Baracy, the 
district agreed not to pros­
ecute the teachers. 

"That was never the district's 
intention," he said, adding the 
letter was "all part of a pack­
aged deal." 

While Pitsenbarger said she 
was "extremely relieved" that 
the two sides have an agree­
ment, board Treasurer Steve 

Becher let the union know that 
the agreement, in his estima­
tion, didn't address class sizes. 

"There's no real difference 
in class size," said Becher, a 
former teacher and WWEA 
member. "A great deal was 
brought to this community 
over class sizes, but you didn't 
address it. I think you could 
have taken smaller class sizes 
than take 6.5 percent over 
four years. You got what you 
wanted. You kept the money 
and your health care, that's 
what you wanted. I think you 
won." 

His comments drew criti­
cism from Shawnn Maxwell 
who has been spearheading 
the recall campaign. 

"The comments you made 
weren't necessary," she told 
Becher. "They deserve what 
they got. The reason for the 
recall was when the teachers 
walked, we realized that we 
had to take out the people we 
chose to represent us because 
they wouldn't listen to us. Our 
teachers deserve a fair and 
equitable contract." 
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men's suit 
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Cannot be used in conjunction with any other coupon or special offer. 
Coupon will not be available In stores. Coupon must be presented at time | 
of purchase. Duplicate coupons will not be honored. Excludes Bonus Buys, j 
Door Busters, Incredible Value merchandise, Yellow Dot Clearance, j 
service departments, special orders and gift cards. Cannot be applied to j 
previously purchased merchandise or mail/phone/lntemet orders. 

PARISIAN 
C O M E T O T H E R I G H T P L A C E ' 

Sale prices effective Friday, February 6 through Monday, February 16,2009. No price adjustments for previously purchased clearance 
merchandise. Entire Stock offers exclude Clearance and Incredible Value merchandise. Regular and original prices reflect offering prices in 
effect during the 90 days before or after this sale, but not necessarily during the past 30 days. Savings may not be based on actual sales. 
Intermediate markdowns may have been taken. Merchandise, style and color availability may vary by store and online. 
Alteration Services at Laurel Park Place, Village ot Rochester Hills. [20826A] 
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Man exposes himself to woman at library 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Canton Township police 
are searching for a man who 
exposed himself to a woman 
outside the Canton Public 
Library on Friday. 

Deputy Police Chief Robert 
Kerr said the suspect actually 
exposed himself inside the 
library before the incident, but 
no one saw him that time. 

"He was standing inside 
the library near the ATM 
machine, standing behind 
a sign that was on a tripod," 
said Kerr. "He was talking 
on a cell phone and lean­
ing against the wall when 

Theft at Wal-Mart 
1. Canton police arrested 

a man who stole automotive 
headlamps from Wal-Mart 
on Ford Road. Wal-Mart 
Loss Prevention associates 
say the suspect took a pair of 
headlights from the shelf and 
concealed them in his pants. 
The man reportedly paid for 
some items at the checkout, 
but not the headlights. Loss 
Prevention associates stopped 
the customer outside the store, 
recovered the merchandise 
and called police. 

Rash of break-ins 
2. When the manager 

of Classy Chassis, 5790 N. 
Canton Center Road, arrived 
at work he discovered some­
one threw several large rocks 
through the window. The thief 
looked for moneyin the desk, 

he, pulled his pants down 
and began masturbating. 
There were patrons walking 
past him, but it appeared no 
one noticed because he was 
behind the sign." 
. The 25-year-old female 
victim told police the suspect 
talked to her inside the library, 
but she felt uncomfortable 
with his conversation and 
walked away. 

"After the library closed, 
she was sitting on an outside 
bench waiting for a ride and 
he sat down next to her," 
added Kerr. "The suspect 
then exposed himself to her. 
The library was closed, but 
she knocked on the window 

however there was none. It was 
the third break-in in 18 days at 
the car wash. 

Saw-stolen at complex 
3. A maintenance worker at 

a housing complex at 46000 
Geddes Road reported a circu­
lar saw missing from his pick­
up truck. Police say the worker 
reported the saw was on the 
truck bed when he started to 
unload materials. However, 
when he was finished the saw 
was gone. 

Assault at the Summit 
4. A boy was waiting to be 

picked up from the Summit on 
the Park when a teen report­
edly confronted the boy and 
hit him several times with his 
fist. The victim said he didn't 
know who the suspect was and 
didn't know why he hit him. 
The suspect remains at large. 

to attract attention and the 
employee let her in to call 
police." 

Kerr said the victim identi­
fied the suspect as a black 
male, approximately 5-feet-
5-inches tall and about 160 
pounds. He was wearing a 
knit stocking cap, a black 
down jacket and dark pants. 

Kerr said the suspect drove 
away, but they don't have a 
description of the vehicle. 

Anyone with information on 
the identity of the suspect is 
being asked to contact Canton 
Police Department at (73) 394-
5400. 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com j (313) 222-2637 

CANTON COP CALLS 

Cashier arrested 
5. A cashier at Meijer (at Ford 

and Canton Center) reportedly 
took a $40.34 CoinStar receipt, 
which had already been cashed, 
to another register where he 
reportedly scanned the slip, 
took $40 from the register 
and put it in his pocket. He 
told authorities he didn't know 
why he did it. The cashier was 
arrested for stealing. 

Indian Market theft 
6. The owner of the Indian 

Market, located at 45530 
Cherry Hill, arrived at work to 
find the cash register open, and 
$300-$400 missing. Police say 
all four doors were locked and 
there were no signs of forced 
entry. The owner told police that 
only he and his brother have 
keys to the market. The theft 
remains under investigation. 

Canton police are seeking to identify this man in connection with an incident where a 
man exposed himself to a woman outside the Canton Public Library on Friday, Jan. 30. 

Joy Rd Joy fid. 

Van Born Rd. 

Check us out on the Web every day 
at hometownlife.com 

P-CEP employee 
charged with 
stealing money 
from school 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVE!! STAFF WRITER 

Canton Township used 
an undercover surveil­
lance camera to arrest 
a maintenance worker 
Friday for stealing money 
from a desk drawer in 
the Phase 3 building 
at Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park. 

Deputy Chief Robert 
Kerr says 34-year-
old Sheila Honeycutt 
of South Lyon was 

arraigned 
Saturday 
on two 
counts of 
larceny 
from a 
building, 
a felony 
punish­
able by 
up to 

four years in prison and a 
maximum 5,000 fine. 

"The problem was 
brought to our atten­
tion last month when 
$30 of school money was 
taken from the drawer 
of a secretary," said Kerr. 
"As a result, we put a 
surveillance camera on a 
desk and put some plant 
money in an envelope, 
and late la sit week discov­
ered the suspect — work­
ing the midnight shift 
— took the money out. 
She also admitted to tak­
ing the $30 m cash." 

Kerr said the second 
envelope contained $28 . 
in cash. 

Honeycutt's prelimi­
nary exam is scheduled 
for Feb. 13 at 35th District 
Court in Plymouth. 

Honeycutt 
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never been able to understand 
or forgive myself for." 

Neither Henry nor the victim 
could be reached for comment. 

Henry moved from Adams to 
Wayne Memorial High School, 
where he was head basketball 
coach for many years, and then 
to Canton's Agape Christian 
Academy where he also 
coached. Officials for those 
schools said no complaints had 
ever been filed against Henry. 

In a statement, Pastor Mark 
Moore, lead pastor and admin­
istrator for the Agape Family 
Worship Center and Christian 
Academy, said Henry was 
"well-respected" in his years at 
Agape. 

"We were saddened to hear 
the news of Chuck Henry's 
alleged involvement in the 
molestation of a former stu­
dent of Adams Jr. High in 
the Wayne-Westland Public 
School District," the state­
ment read. "Chuck Henry 
was a well-respected coach at 
Agape Christian Academy for 
several years. There were never 
any allegations of misconduct 
occurring while he was on our 
coaching staff. We will con­
tinue to pray for the alleged 
victim and also for his family 
during this time." 

Wayne-Westland 
Community Schools Supt. Greg 
Baracy said no complaints 
were ever filed with the district 
against Henry. 

"The District has learned 
through the media that allega­
tions have surfaced regarding 
an inappropriate relationship 
which occurred over twenty 
years ago between a teacher/ 
coach and a student," Baracy 
wrote in a statement. "While 
the teacher/coach retired from 
our district several years ago, 
we are deeply disappointed to 
learn of these allegations. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out 
to this young woman and her 

. family." 

bkadrich@ihometownlife.com I (313)222-8899 

AROUND CANTON 

National Wear Red Day 
As part of February's 

American Heart Month, 
Canton Leisure Services will 
join thousands of Americans 
nationwide in celebrating 
National Wear Red Day on 
Friday, Feb. 6, by hosting 
special health and wellness 
activities at the Summit on 
the Park, located at 46000 
Summit Parkway. These heart 
healthy events are designed to 
help raise awareness of heart 
disease, the number one killer 
of men and women in the 
United States each year. 

Canton Leisure Services is 
teaming up with the American 
Heart Association to provide 
special activities, including: 
a "Love Your Heart" walking 
quiz; weight loss counseling, 
yoga and personal training 
demonstrations; a "heart 
warming" raffle with prizes 
donated by local businesses. 
Summit on the Park guests 
wearing red on Feb. 6 can 
work out for free. 

For more information 
on the American Heart 
Association, visit www. 
Goredforwomen.org. To learn 
more about National Wear 
Red Day activities and The 
Heart Truth, and for infor­
mation on ordering the Red 
Dress Pin, please visit www. 
hearttruth.gov or call the 
NHLBI Health Information 
Center at (301) 592-8573. 
More information about these 
planned activities and other 
health and wellness informa­
tion can be found at leisure. 
canton-mi.org or by calling 
(734) 394-5460. 

Band competition 
The Plymouth-Canton 

Music Boosters (PCMB), 
together with the Plymouth 
Canton Educational Park 
(PCEP), is hosting an all-day 
high school invitational for 
Winter Guard and Winter 
Drumline groups. More than 
39 groups from Michigan will 
participate in the Michigan 

1000s O f Items * Hundreds o f T r u s t e d B r a n d s 
dora. Badger. Breyer, Brio, Corv'.k, Erector, Grwvy Girl, 

GuUJe&xtft. Gumi Haba, Ketller, K-Xex. Kidkraft, 
Le Toy Van, Learning Resauntrs <£ Other Educatuitwl I$em> 
lee Mktdletvn, Melissa & Dmig. PSavinobil, Ryan x Room, 

<ft More! 

For More info. Visit www.doH hospital.com 

The Dolt Hospital 8 Toy Soldier Shop Bc*icy 2-¾¾¾ 

Agĝ f ssive Criminal 
D o f e i i s O T o i i m 

All Misdenieanoi & Fdlbny Cases 
"You need somebody to investigate, 

research and fight for you." 

You Need Attorney 
Christopher Brown 

Former Police Officer 
It's my experience as an investigator and attorney 

that will make the difference in your case! 

248-649-1160 
After business hours or for weekend appointments 

please calL.313-819-105U 

The Spotlight Players theater group will perform the comedy 'Divine Stella 
Devine1 starting later this month at Canton's Village Theater at Cherry Hill . 
The show runs Feb. 2 0 , 2 1 , 2 7 , 2 8 , March 1 , 6 , 7 , and 6. The show revolves 
around character Stella Devine, the aging star of the popular Ritz Theatre, 
and her fellow company of actors, who are preparing for the epic play 'Civil 
War Darlin's.' The cast is comprised of local actors, including (from Canton 
and Plymouth) Pat Filios (pictured from left), Cristopher Tremblay, Kelley 
Donnelly, Meg DaPont, Drex Morton, Pat McKane, Patrick Wears, and Lia 
DeBiasi. "This production will add some style and glamour to an already 
well-written and funny show. With actors frequently in the house engaging 
the audience, Broadway-style lighting effects, and even a little song and 
dance, this run of Divine Stella Divine promises to be an 'all out' assault 
on the senses," said Director Christian Cash. To buy tickets and for more 
information (discounted tickets are $13 each and available online only) visit 
www.spotlightplayers.net. At the box office tickets are $15-$18. Call the box 
office at (734) 394-5300. 

Color Guard Circuit (MCGC) 
sponsored event. Twenty-six 
color guard teams and 13 
percussion groups will partici­
pate. 

The event will take place at 
2 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 7 at the 
Canton High School gymna­
sium (Phase III), 8415 Canton 
Center Road. 

Plymouth-Canton's Winter 

A Guard will perform at 5:09 
p.m. The Plymouth-Canton 
Winter Drumline will perform 
at 8:05 p.m. 

Tickets to attend are $7 for 
adults and $5 for senior citi­
zens and children/students 18 
years and under at the gate. 
For more information, visit 
www.pcmb.net or www.pcep-
bands.net. 

Preschool open house 
Plymouth Children's 

Nursery, 5825 N. Sheldon 
Road, will host a co-op pre­
school open house on Feb. 
7 and Mar. 21 from 10 a.m.-
noon. The preschool offers 
classes for ages 21/2 to 5. They 
now offer a 4 day per week 
class for young 5's. The school's 
teachers instruct each child 
through academic, social, and 
emotional learning by using 
a play*-based philosophy. For 
more information, contact Sue 
Fairchild at (734) 844-0395. 

St, Michael open house 
St. Michael Christian School 

is hosting an open house on 
Thursday, Feb. 19 from 6:30-8 
p.m. The school offers 3 year 
old preschool through fifth 
grade classes including all 
day kindergarten and half 
day Young Fives. St. Michael 
Christian School provides a 
Christ centered education 
using the Holy Bible, the 
Concordia Publishing House 
study series, and a weekly cha­
pel service led by the pastoral 
staff. 

St. Michael Christian School 
is located at 7000 N. Sheldon 
Road in Canton. For more ' 
information, call (734) 459-
9720 or visit www.stmichael-
church.org. 

Salem football alumni 
If you ever played football 

for Salem High School, a 
group of alumni would love 
to hear from you. The Salem 
Linebackers Booster Club will 
be hosting a dinner (date and 

time to be determined) with 
all Salem alumni invited.They 
would like to know your name, 
year graduated, phone num­
ber, address and e-mail. 

E-mail or call Don Turner at 
(734) 812-0504 or dturner© 
longwalkpartners.com. 

The Salem Linebackers 
Booster Club is also assem­
bling a team of former, 
current and future high 
school band members from 
any school to play at Salem 
Rocks home (and possibly 
away) games. This is open 
to anyone who can play an 
instrument and would be 
interested in joining the 
group in the stands at the 
Salem Rocks football games. 
No marching required. For 
more information, contact 
Don Turner at (734) 812-
0504 or dturner@longwalk-
partners.com. 

Outdoor ice rink 
Canton's Flodin Park now 

has an outdoor 40 foot by 
40 foot ice rink for skat­
ing. There is no charge to 
access this outdoor rink, 
Which is currently available 
as weather permits daily 
from sun up until sun down 
on the south east corner of 
the park, which is located on 
Saltz Road, between Morton 
Taylor and Sheldon. The 
ice will also be refreshed as 
weather permits. 

For more information on 
Flodin Park and any of its 
amenities, including this sea­
sonal ice rink, call Canton 
Parks Office at (734) 394-5310 
or visit leisure.canton-mi.org. 
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OR MORE! 
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Within an easy one-tank drive, Crystal Mountain9 makes the most of every moment. Blessed with 
some 10 feet of natural snowfall each year and enhanced by masterful grooming and snowmaldng, 
we consistendy have some of the best ski and snowboard conditions up north. Guests enjoy 45 
exciting downhill runs, the fastest lift in northern 
Michigan, a nationally-recognized snowsports school, 
award-winning family programs and some of the 
Midwest's finest resort lodging. 
We really put our hearts into it. 

This is your Mountain. Crystal Mountain, r 

just 28 miles SW of Traverse City. • . ^ . 
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T o d a y s 

I n f i n i t y P r i m a r y C a r e 

y o u r s o u r c e f o r f a m i l y , 

i n t e r n a ! m e d i c i n e 

BY ALISON BERGSiEKER 
ADVERTORIAL COORDINATOR 

With Valentine's Day 
around the corner, restaurant 
reservations arefoooking up 
fast, candy boxes are flying 
off the shelves and Jove, love, 
love is in the air. 

Whatever your thought­
ful plans are this month for 
loved ones, February is also 
a month for nurturing your 
own health — starting with 
your heart. 

February is American 
Heart Month, a reminder 
that healthy nutrition and 
fitness habits are essential 
for reducing the risk of heart 
disease, diabetes, stroke, lung 
disease, cancer and injury. 

"Heart disease is prob­
ably one of the most com­
mon causes of illness and 
death in the country," said 
David Steinberger, a board 
certified internist at Infinity 
Primary Care's Vital Internal 
Medicine facility in Livonia. 
"There's a lot we can do to 
mitigate that risk, and haying 
regular checkups is a great 
place to start." 

Symptoms associated 
with some heart-related 
issues often aren't obvious 
indications of a problem, 
Steinberger said. 

"Even if you feel great, it's 
important to go over things 
about how your daily life is 
going and to go over nutri­
tion and things to do to lower 
cholesterol and lower your 
risk," he said. "Many people 
show no symptoms — or no 

February is American Heart Month, a reminder that healthy nutrition 
and fitness habits are essentia! for reducing the risk of heart disease, 
diabetes, stroke, lung disease, cancer and injury. 

symptoms that they're recog­
nizing." 

Now is also a great time for 
already diabetic patients to 
come back in and check up on 
their health. 

"If you have diabetes, it 
makes you susceptible to 
other diseases that are asso­
ciated with heart diseases," 
said Cheryl Schwartz, Chief 
Operating Officer of Infinity 
Primary Care. "By manag­
ing a health lifestyle and 
helping patients take care of 
themselves, we help them stay 
well." . 

Diabetic patients are espe­
cially at higher risk for kidney 
disease and should be on cer­
tain medications to prevent 
its onset, Steinberger said. 

"Diabetes untreated could 
also lead to blindness and 
nerve damage," Steinberger 
said. 

A low-fat, high-fiber diet 
is generally recommended 
to maintain good health, 

Steinberger added. To main­
tain a normal weight, a per­
son should aim for a body 
mass index (BMI) lower than 
25. "Americans have a huge 
misconception about weight," 
Steinberger said. 

"We all think that people 
look healthier when they are 
actually slightly overweight. 
I think that an easy target is 
that men should have a waist 
smaller than 37 inches and 
women should have a waist 
smaller than 33 inches, but a 
BMI is a more accurate test 
based on height and weight." 

Infinity Primary Care is a 
group of family and internal 
medicine physicians located 
in Brighton, Farmington 
Hills, Livonia and Novi. 

Infinity recently built a new 
Diagnostic Testing Center, 
providing ultrasound, nuclear 
vascular, echocardiogram, 
dexa testing, X-ray, CT scan­
ning and laboratory services. 

P i l a t e s F i t n e s s 

BY ALISON BERGSIEKER 
ADVERTORIAL COORDINATOR 

Maintaining a fit and -
healthy body can be a dif­
ficult priority to manage 
between a full-time job, 
raising a family or attending 
school. 

But there are fitness profes­
sionals close to home eager to 
help you achieve your fitness 
goals. 

Pilates, a non-impact exer­
cise that focuses on the deep 
muscles of the abdomen and 
spine, is a method increas­
ingly in popularity for those 
looking to improve their fit­
ness in a low-stress environ­
ment. 

Hon Jegadeesh, owner of 
Pilates Fitness Evolution in 
Southfieid, is a Stott Pilates 
certified instructor and phys­
ical therapist. His fitness stu­
dio offers Pilates, GyrotOnic, 
physical therapy and Power 

Plate training to those look­
ing to strengthen their minds 
and bodies. 

"Pilates builds strength 
without building up bulky 
muscles," Jegadeesh said. "It 
creates a newly-conditioned 
body with a long, lean look." 

Pilates Fitness Evolution 
also offers Cardiolates classes 
— incorporating cardiovas­
cular activity into Pilates 
routines. 

Those looking for a more 
advanced technique can try 
the Gyrotonic Expansion 
System at Pilates Fitness 

a unique exercise 
system that incorporates 
three dimensional and cir­
cular movements to mobilize 
the spine and joints. 

"Gyrotonic incorporates 
movement principles from 
swimming, yoga, gymnas­
tics, dance and martial arts," 
Jegadeesh said. "It's similar 
to pilates but slightly more 

For those seeking 
relief from Osteoporosis, 
Fibromyalgia, hormonal 
imbalance, obesity, stress and 
a variety of other conditions, 
Pilates Fitness Evolution , . 
offers Power Plate Advanced 
Vibration technology, offering 
the same strength benefits of 
conventional strength train­
ing at the gym in just 10-min­
ute sessions. 

"When you stand on it, it 
vibrates 30 to 60 vibrations 
per second and then activates 
all the muscles and postural 
muscles," Jegadeesh said. "I ' 
use it for arthritis and lower 
back pain and it also helps for 
sports conditioning." 

Pilates Fitness Evolution 
is located at 17418 W. 10 Mile 
Rd. in Southfieid. To learn 
more about Pilates Fitness 
Evolution, contact Jegadeesh 
at 248-552-1012 or visit www. 
pilatesfltnessevolution.com. 

focuses on the deep muscles of the abdomen and spine and is a low-impact exercise 
used to improve overall fitness and strength. 
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Local dentist passing on his love of music to youth orchestra 
BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Since the time he can 
remember, music has always 
been an important part of 
Howard Volk's life. And 
although he has played and 
enjoys all forms of music, it 
is classical music that holds a 
special place in his heart. 

The 51-year-old Volk, who 
owns Volk Dental Care in 
Canton, is now trying to pass 
that passion on to a new gen­
eration of classical musicians. 
Volk has taken on the role of 
mentor for the members of the 
Celebration Youth Orchestra 
(CYO), the youth of orches­
tra of the Plymouth Canton 
Symphony Society. 

Since he owned a local busi­
ness, Volk had been wanting 
to take a more active role in 
the community. When he 
heard about the CYO, he knew 
it was a perfect fit for him. 
Not only did he start mentor­
ing the kids last year, he also 
became a board member of the 
Plymouth Canton Symphony 
Society and is the main spon­
sor of the CYO this year. 

But ask him his favorite part 
about being involved and he 
will tell you it is actually sit­
ting down with the kids and 
playing with them. 

"They're a gas. I love playing 
with them. I get a lot of energy 
off of them," said the lifelong 
violinist. "I think I have a nice 
influence on them. I think they 
like my low-key approach." 

Although he has been in 
various bands over the years, 
including a rock hand called 
Dogs of War, Volk decided to 
become a dentist, establishing 
his current practice in 2001. 

"Dentistry was a natural 

- - -' Hr t 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Dr. Howard Volk, a Canton dentist, who played in youth orchestras when he 
was younger, is trying to pass along his passion to the Celebration Youth 
Orchestra. 

Dr. Howard Volk presents a donation to Plymouth Symphony conductor Nan Washburn, Plymouth Canton Symphony 
Society Executive Director Beth Stewart, Celebration Youth Orchestra conductor Ariel Toews and Education 
Coordinator Jane Libbing. Clearly, the kids are excited about the donation, too. 

segue for me. I love working 
with my hands," said Volk, who 
even makes his own musical 
instruments. 

While his profession is den­
tistry, he said music is still his 
passion. He still plays regular­
ly and has met some of his best 
friends because of their shared 
love of music. And that's what 
he wants to convey to the kids 
in the CYCv 

"I want the kids to stay 
with the music. There are so 
many benefits, even into adult 
life. My message to them is 
don't give it up, because that 
is so easy to do," he said. "It's 
enriching. It's a social thing. 
And it's always there for you." 

According to Plymouth 
Canton Symphony Society 
Executive Director Beth 
Stewart there are 52 students 
from the area who participate 
in the CYO, from elementary 
students to those starting high 

CANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned and will be 
sold at Public Auction February 10, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. The auction 
will be held at Westland Car Care Towing, 6375 Hix Rd., Westland, 
MI. 48185. The vehicles will be sold as is, starting bid is for towing 
and storage. 

YEAS 
1997 
2002 
1995 
1998 
1988 
1998 
1995 
1992 
1997 

FORD 
SATURN 
FORD 
FORD 
FORD 
OLDS 
BUICK 
BUICK 
PLYMOUTH 

M O D E L 
ESCORT 
SL2 
ESCORT 
EXPLORER 
ESCORT 
CUTLASS 
CENTURY 
ROADMASTER 
BREEZE 

BODY VIN# 
4-DR 1FALP10P0VW418600 
4-DR 1G8ZK52762Z275468 
4-DR 1FASP11J2SW372298 
2-DR 1FMYU22E9WUB72472 
2-DR 1FAPP2197JW175126 
4-DR 1G3NG52MXW6320088 
4-DR 1G4AG55M3S6429475 
4-DR 1G4BT5376NR436291 
4-DR 1P3EJ46XXVN651998 

Publish: February S and 8,2009 

school. There are four differ­
ent levels of players, and they 
perform several times a year, 
including two main perfor­
mances at the Village Theater 
at Cherry Hill. They also per­
form alongside members of the 
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra 
and Orchestra Canton. 

If you want to check out 
the CYO, they will be per­
forming alongside members 
of the Plymouth Symphony 
Orchestra at 8 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 7 at Ward Presbyterian 
Church in Northville. The 
show, "Mendelssohn, Marimba 
& More!", will celebrate the 
200th birthday of composer 
Felix Mendelssohn. 

Order tickets online at www. 
plymouthsymphony.org or 
by calling (734) 451-2112. For 
more information about the 
CYO or the Plymouth Canton 
Symphony's 63rd season 
please visit their Web site at 
www.plymouthsymphony.org. 

For more information about 
Volk Dental Care, visit www. 
volkdentalcare.com. 

NOTICE 
P L Y M O U T H C H A R T E R T O W N S H I P R E S I D E N T S 

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal system 
or storm water system, you must file a written claim with the 
Plymouth Charter Township Department of Public Works within 45 
days after the overflow or backup was discovered. Notice should be 
mailed to Plymouth Charter Township, Department of Public Works, 
9955 N. Haggerty Rd., Plymouth, Michigan 48170. Failure to 
provide the written notice will prevent recovery of damages. Contact 
the Department of Public Works, 734-354-3270, Extension 3, for 
assistance immediately upon discovery of an overflow or backup. 
Thank You 

PLYMOUTH CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

J O E BRIDGMANjCMC 
Clerk, Charter Township of Plymouth 

Publish: February 1 & 6, 2009 O E M S 4 1 7 1 Q - S 1 2 . 5 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 394-5260 

Publish: February 5, 2009 
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We aiso offer 
Case-Free Overnight Board 

and 
Ooa Obedience C l a s s e s 
A d u l t & P u p p y C l a s s e s 

a o u r w e b s i t e t o e n r o l l ! 

We celebrate 
birthdays-
See my ha*' 

Tipping Point Theatre presents 

W W e r o f + k e Z 0 0 7 

February 4 - M a r c h 15 

one couple's search for 
hope after a family loss. 

60 
Now more than ever, you need a financial 
institution that looks out for you. Community 
Financial is not-for-profit and your accounts 
are federally insured up to $250,000. 

g your savings are peace of mind, 
safe & secure for the 

Call or stop by a Community Financial office todayi 

(734)453-1200 (877) 937-2328 toil free www.cfcu.org 

J 
3 8 1 E G 

S. Harvey 6355 N. Canton Center • 47463 Michigan Ave. 400 E Main 4 3 3 5 0 A r e n a Dr. 

s u b l e t to 
fees, if any, may reduce earnings. 

penally for emh 

• Equal Housing lender. O 2 0 0 9 GwrrKRVty Firancel 
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Our fundamental purposes are to 
enhance the lives of our readers, 

OUR VIEWS 
L e g a l n o t i c e s c o m m u n i c a t e 

Last week, the Canton Township Board of 
Trustees voted to stop running the township's 
legal notices in the Canton Observer and instead 
start publishing them in The Journal. Technically 
this means we are no longer the official newspaper 
of Canton Township (though the board did vote to 
continue running classified advertisements in the 
Observer). 

Trustee Todd Caccamo, the only one who 
voted to keep printing the legals in the Observer 
(Trustee John Anthony didn't vote because he 
once worked for Gannett — the Observer's parent 
company), said printing the legals (a state law) is 
all about Canton's government communicating 
information to its residents, and it made more 
sense to print them in a newspaper with a higher 
Canton circulation. While The Journats proposal 
was less expensive than the Observer's, Caccamo 
said it was a small difference — approximately 
$1,700 for the year. 

The only other member of the board to make 
any comment about why they voted the way they 
did was Supervisor Phil LaJoy, who rejected 
Caccamo's argument, saying very few people read 
legal notices in the newspaper. He feels that it 
would be better if the township could just post the 
legal notices on its Web site. Essentially he made 
the same argument that former Supervisor Tom 
Yack made for years — this is a stupid law that 
costs the taxpayers money that could be better 
spent in other ways. 

While we understand not everyone reads the 
Canton Observer, we must point out that not 
everybody visits the township's Web site. And we 
don't think it's a bad thing that local governments 
keep their residents informed about important 
township business, such as when public hearings 
take place. We think it's important, for example, 
to let as many people as possible know when the 
township is considering approving a massive hos­
pital complex for a residential area, or for business 
owners to know when the township board is hold­
ing a hearing to change the sign ordinance that 
will have an impact on every business in town. 
Many of the legal notices also let people know 
what is on the board's meeting agenda, or how 
they voted during the previous meeting. 

It is doubtful that anyone on the board or among 
township staff would admit that they would rath­
er conduct this kind of business under the cover 
of darkness, rather than have all township stake­
holders at the table. As it is, very few people show 
up at board meetings. That's why publishing legal 
notices makes sense. And it makes more sense to 
publish them in a newspaper that reaches more 
readers (we are audited to verify our circulation 
numbers, whereas The Journal isn't) and concen­
trates on Canton (not eight communities like The 
Journal). 

"This has everything to do with dollars and 
cents," LaJoy said of his decision. 

Fair enough. We just happen to think, if you 
have to spend the money, you should spend it in 
the best way possible. 

Join the discussion 

What was your favorite TV commercial 
during the Super Bowl? 

Go to tiometowfilife.com to give us your feedback. 

s ) \ i 
V O I C E S & V I E W S 

B The hotter the better 
had a pizza from here last week. They are 

definitely the best in Canton. I didn't expect 
much-judging from the cheap prices,- but I 
was amazed by the taste. You can definitely 
taste the difference of the wood burning 
stove (especially in the crust. I also had the 
Italian salad to go with my pizza. One word: 
INCREDIBLE 

My only fault is that they don't deliver. 
Good Luck Pizza Silicy. 

Scott cANTON 

Observer 

Kurt Kuban 
Community 

Editor 

Executive Editor 

J e a n n i e Parent 
Senior Director 
of Sales & 
Marketing 

I read with interest the plan to spend 
$754,000 to expand the Canton Township 
Police holding facility so it can hold a 
capacity of 56 individuals (up from the 30 
it can currently hold). If the numbers are 
correct and Canton arrests 3,800 people a 
year and has room for 30 people currently, 
then on average they should be able to 
hold the daily number of arrests of around 
11 people. I am aware that averages quite 
often do not apply to reality. 

It makes me wonder if the holding facil­
ity is being used for more than a holding 
facility. Is it a jail or a place for those 
awaiting movement to another place or 
release? I imagine most of those 3,800 
arrests are misdemeanants who generally 
have a right to post bail and be released 
even on their own recognizance if neces­
sary. If they are intoxicated when they 
arrive the facility needs to hold them 
until they are sober and release them 
as any other misdemeanant. Even if a 
judge issues a no bond bench warrant for 
someone, in a crowded situation a call to 
a judge can get a release order for the per­
son. Felons could be held for arraignment 
or transported to the Wayne County jail 
for holding. 

I find it hard to believe that in these eco­
nomic hard times the township needs to 
spend this kind of money when I suspect 
better prisoner management could handle 
the problems. 

Canton 

Disillusioned with school board 
.1 am so very disillusioned and dis­

appointed on recent actions by the 
Ply mouth- Canton Schools Board of 
Education. At the Jan. 2 7 board meeting, 

Second Level, 
•mail to kkuban#homei 

the agenda stated "Consider approval to 
adopt budget amendments for the 08-09 
school year." Included in this bundle of 
various funds was the food service fund. 
Routine procedure, happens every year. 
What was different this year, however, was 
that the food service management com­
pany (Sodexho, formerly Marriott) that 
has been with this district for well over 20 
years was proposed to be fired. Our new 
finance director, James Larson-Shidler, 
stated that he "needed a director that he 
can work with" and that "this will not 
affect the P-C food service workers." What 
a joke! 

The 85 members of the food service 
department and the management com­
pany have been such a team for these 
20-plus years you can bet this will affect 
everyone involved. Is he really so naive as 
to think otherwise? Does he not know that 
this group is perhaps the most cohesive 
and forward-thinking group of any in this 
district? That these employees and the 
management staff consider themselves 
as a working team? Without any input or 
discussion with the food service employees 
or with the management company or any 
hint that this would be coming up, the vote 
was taken and the deed was done. 

I would hope the board members 
assumed our new finance director had 
come to this proposal after discussions 
with the Teresa Arnold, our food service 
director and perhaps even some input 
from district food service staff. I would 
assume the board figured someone in this 

position would have the decency to act 
in a respectable and responsible manner, 
but you want to know how she found out? 
By a call to her the day after the vote: The 
Sodexho staff was blind sided, the food 
service staff was blind sided. She didn't 
even get a heads up by administrators in 
the board building, who have had such a 
great working relationship with Teresa for 
all these years (and I hope you can look 
yourselves in the mirror). 

Is this the way we are now going to do 
business in this district? Throw ethics 
to the wind, spit on relationships and be 
led down a path that we can no longer 
be proud of? Is this really the example 
we want to send to our staffs and to our 
students? That courtesy and ethics really • 
are just words and don't count in the end? 
That we will no longer take the right path 
but the path of least resistance? 

The way this was handled is disgusting 
and you should be ashamed of yourselves. 
Perhaps what this district needs is leader­
ship "that we can work with" and not the 
other way around. 

One more thing: Let's see if the new 
director is a friend from Toledo. 

Cindy Bastion 
Canton 

On behalf of the Senior High Youth Group 
of Geneva Church, I just wanted to thank 
you for your coverage of our Boxing Night 
event and clothing drive. With your help, we 
were able to collect enough donations to fill 
a 24-foot truck! Thank you once again for 
your help, it would not have been such a suc­
cessful event without your coverage. 

God Bless. 

Senior high youth coordinator, Geneva Church 
Canton 

Asked at the Canton Public Library: The groundhog saw his shadow on Monday, which means we will have six more weeks of win­
ter. Do vou believe it? 

11111 

"I think Itwill be six, we've 
never had an early spring. This 

Jayne Brophy, 54, Livonia 

\. I'm front New already, so I'm hoping it will be six 
Jersey and Michigan weather is less. We've had more than our never going to end." 
a lot colder." share of cold and snow." 
Phillip McPherson, 24, Canton Madeleine Deedler. 60, Canton 

Brenda Urick, 68, Canton 
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Red on the AHA's Wear Red 
Day Feb. 6 (tomorrow!) 

Multiple earrings 

UGG Crochet boots 

Eco-Chic recycled tire tube 
purse at Catching Fireflies 

BY WENSOY V O N B U S K I R K 

O S E STAFF WRITER 

Tattoos have made Kat Von 
D an international sensation. 

Soon, you'll be able to 
see them for yourself as the 
tattoo artist and star of 
L.A. Ink comes to Borders 
Birmingham to sign her new 
book "High Voltage Tattoo," 
at 1 p.m. on Feb. 13. 

According to Amy Stanton, 
Event Manager for Borders, 
turnout is expected to be 
so great, Borders will begin 
handing out colored wrist­
bands in the morning to 
determine fans' positions in 
line. 

Kat Von D, 25, was born 
to Argentinian parents 
and grew up in Mexico and 
Southern California. She got 
her first tattoo at age 14,'and 
gave her first tattoo soon 
after. 

After working at several 
Hollywood tattoo shops, she 
was asked to join the show 
Miami Ink. The beautiful 
brunette, with artistic talent 
to match, quickly stole the 
spotlight and was asked to 
star in her own spinoff, L.A. 
Ink, which became Discovery 
TLC's number-one-rated pro­
gram. The show's third sea­
son started last month. 

KAT VON 0 BOOK SIGNING 
Who: Kat Von D, star of The 

•Learning Channel's " L A . Ink," 

will sign copies of her new book, 

"High Voltage Tattoo." 

W h e n : l p.m. Friday, Feb. 13 

Where: Borders, 34300 

Woodward Ave., Birmingham 

C a l l : (248} 203-0005 

Von D has since been 
tapped to create a makeup 
line with Sephora, and is 
working on a line of apparel 
along with her own self-titled 
magazine. 

"I think tattooing and 
makeup and fashion — any­
thing that you wear can defi­
nitely be used as a form of 
self expression so I think it 
makes sense that tattoo col-

The Royal Blues at Nordstrom 
to celebrate Black History 
Month (proceeds benefit the 
Thurgood Marshall College 
Fund) 

Aretha Franklin's 
inaugural hat at the 
Smithsonian Institution? 

i d SI! 

Revolutionary Road by 
Richard Yates, then see the 
movie with Kate Winslet 

e your legs beautiful again. 
tit techt]Mi>i>y a provide you a f e , nMvisWMW. 

iv*varkcseami p&t « i n i 

lectors are avid fans of fash­
ion as well for the most part," 
she said. 

Von D also holds the 
Guinness World Record for 
doing the most tattoos in a 
24-hour period (400). 

Now, she can add published 
author to her lengthy resume. 

High Voltage Tattoo 
(Collins Design, Jan. 20, 
2009, $29.95) is designed 
to resemble a leather bound 
journal, and reads like Von 
D's personal diary. 

"Much like the show the 
book really sparked my inter­
est to show people an insid­
er's view on the tattoo world. 
I think the show did a really 
great thing for the world of 
tattooing and hopefully the 
book will do the same," Vori 
D said in a recent interview 
with Fink. 

In the book, Von D shares 
stories behind tattoos she 
has both given and received. 
It also includes a forward 
by rocker Nikki Sixx, pho­

tos of her outrageous tattoo 
machine collection, as well as 
profiles of other tattoo art­
ists she admires. 

Among them is Bob Tyrell 
of Night Gallery tattoo shop 
in Eastpointe, Mich. Kat said 
she met Tyrell on the tat­
too convention circuit and 
has always admired his fine 
line, black and white portrait 
work. 

"He is one of my mentors," 
she said. "He's definitely 
someone I look up to in the 
industry." 

Since Von D is visiting The 
D the day before Valentine's 
Day, we asked her about the 
significance of hearts in the 
tattoo culture. 

"Hearts date back to the 
old Catholic artwork, the 
sacred heart of Jesus and the 
sacred heart of Mary, and 
since sailor times the heart 
was definitely a prominent 
image you saw in tattoos 
— hearts with banners with 
'mom' or wives' names," she 

said. 
Readers can search for 

Von D's own heart tattoos 
in the book's 10-page photo 
spread of her wearing a yel­
low bikini. 

As busy as she is, Von D 
still takes appointments at 
her L.A. Shop High Voltage 
and responds to every tat­
too request. "I don't like to 
get booked more than like 
two months in advanee, but 
it takes us about a year to 
get to everyone's e-mail," she 
said. 

Her passion for tattooing 
is what gives rise to all her 
other pursuits, and it's still 
her top priority. 

"I tattoo almost every day. 
The book tour is going to be 
pretty tough for me because 
the longest I've gone in 10 
years without tattooing is six 
days, and it was the worst 
time of my life," she said. "I'm 
bringing my kit with me on . 
the road. Maybe I'll tattoo 
my boyfriend." 

K N T 
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O P P O R T U N I T Y ! 

Say "I do" to an advertising opportunity in 
our annual wedding special section! 

Don't miss your chance to have your 
business set the trends for the thousands who are 

dreaming of and planning their future wedding. 
Our W e d d i n g s 2 0 0 9 special section will be 

published in all Observer & Eccentric Papers on 
T h u r s d a y , F e b r u a r y 2 6 t h and in the 

Mirror Newspaper on S u n d a y , M a r c h 1 s t 

This engaging supplement will be filled with a bouquet of wedding 
wisdom, from planning on a budgetto spicing up your honeymoon. 

Your ad will gain instant exposure to area couples who rely upon 
your products and services to plan their weddings. 

R e s e r v e your advertising s p a c e today! 

THE 

( D b s m r e r ^ Eccentric 

NEWSPAPERS 

OAKLAND COUNTY MARKET: 
P l e a s e c a l l 248-901-2500 

WAYNE COUNTY MARKET: 
P l e a s e c a l l 734-582-8363 

W E P I C K E D A G R E A T C D R A T E 

Y O U C H O O S E T H E T E R 
When you invest your money in this Huntington CD,, you get more than a 
great rate, you also get flexibility because Huntington lets you choose the 
term of your CD. Plus, you'll enjoy the peace of mind that comes with being 
FDIC insured. 

Huntington 
I -877-480-2345 | huntington.com 

For more information, stop by a Huntington banking office or call us. 

* M i n i m u m b a l a n c e to apm and obtain A n n u a 
w i t h d r a w a l . For personal a c c o u n t s of l e s s than 
Huntington B a n c s h a r e s Incorporated. 

. (APYj for Huntington Certificate of Deposit is $1,008. A P Y h current and a c c u r a t e a s of date of publication ami: 
i . Not valid with any other offer. FDIC insured up to applicable limits. M e m b e r FDIC. * * a m ! H u n t i n g t o n * are federally « 

change wrthoot 
service marks of 

. A penalty w i l l I 

http://hometownlife.com
http://huntington.com
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IRS o f f e r s f r e e t a x f i l i n g 
s o f t w a r e f o r t h o s e w h o q u a l i f y 

Rick Bloom 

!

don't know about you, but I 
am happy January is behind 
us. It was a lousy month for 

investors and for the economy 
as a whole — hundreds of 

thousands 
of jobs lost, 
the worst 
month for 
the Standard 
& Poors 500 
Index on 
record, and 
a deepening 

M o n e y M a t t e r s recession. I 
wish I could 
give you some 
good news. 
Nothing I can 

say can offset the present diffi­
culties we are experiencing. 

The recession is a deepen­
ing recession, so try to save 
money wherever possible. Live 
within your means because 
while the government may bail 
out banks and businesses, it 
will not bail out the individual 
taxpayer. 

One area for many to save 
money is 2008 tax returns. 
A partnership between the 
Internal Revenue Service and 
private tax preparation com­
panies allows many taxpayers 
to take advantage of tax prepa­
ration software. Known as IRS 
Free File, the software is typi­
cally available to anyone with 
an adjusted gross income of 
$56,000 or less. This income 
threshold applies whether 
you are married or single. Go 
to the IRS Web site at www. 
irs.gov and click on "free file 
program." Once you link to the 

program there will be a num­
ber of software companies you 
can select. 

Of course, when most people 
hear the word free they are 
skeptical. However, this pro­
gram is free and legitimate. 

Why do these companies 
offer such a program? For a 
number of reasons. First, from 
the IRS standpoint, it is one 
way to encourage people to 
e-file their return. About 70 
percent of taxpayers will e-file 
2008 tax returns. The IRS 
encourages this because it is 
more efficient and more cost-
effective to process. 

Private companies benefit 
in a number Of ways. First, it 
allows them to introduce their 
product to a variety of taxpay­
ers. Many companies offer a 
variety of software packages 
above and beyond prepara­
tion of tax returns and this 
provides an excellent way to 
introduce those products to 
the public. Furthermore, the 
free tax preparation software 
only applies to federal returns 
not state returns. 

After using the free service 
for a federal return, these 
companies will offer to sell 
the software to prepare your 
Michigan return. There are 
many companies that partici­
pate in the free tax file system 
that also provide free state tax 
preparation software. 

The only way to take advan­
tage of free tax software is 
through the IRS Web site. If 
you go to the tax preparation 
company Web site directly, you 

will be charged. 
For those who don't qualify 

for free software, can you/ 
should you prepare your 
return? Over the years, taxes 
have become more complex. It 
is virtually impossible for the 
average person to complete 
his/her tax return unassisted. 
I recommend hiring a profes­
sional or buying a software 
package. Most people, with the 
assistance of a software pack­
age, can prepare their own tax 
return. 

The question I get is what 
tax preparation software is the 
best? There is no one software 
package that is better than the 
rest. Most of the popular tax 
preparation software is similar 
and it's difficult to distinguish 
between them. You will be in 
good shape no matter what 
system you use. However, as 
with all software, pay atten­
tion to what you are doing. If 
you think that you can mind­
lessly complete your tax return 
by using a software package, 
you are mistaken. Following 
the instructions on the soft­
ware package and use last 
year's tax return as a guide. 

Finally, when it comes to 
completing your tax return, 
take your time, don't rush and 
leave plenty of time to review 
the return before filing. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer S Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
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5 p i e c e Queen b e d r o o m set 
M a d e i n A m e r i c a 

W a s s 2 8 3 9 
now 1/2 off 
51419.50+tax 

Got Game? 
Yep, got scores, too. 

ONE DAY ONLY 
Sat., Feb 8th 

10am-7pm 
We are not raising our prices just to offer you 

1/2 off like other stores do! We are looking to move 
merchandise to make room for new shipments. 

nub -\JJA uii DJJ ii/-JjJiJ M 
Serta, Riverside, Clayton Marcus, 

Lane, England and Vaughn-Bassett 
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F A M I L Y 

F U R N I T U R E 

Absolutely N 0 1 / 2 off sale will be made before Sat., Feb 8 t h 10am. 

Sale on in-stock merchandise only. Not Subject to prior s a l e s . 

32104 Plymouth Road*Livonia 
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Test/College Data: Graduating Class of2008 
ACT Standings 

#y <?y 
National 20.6 21.0 21.4 20.8 21.1 
Michigan 18.7 19.5 19.8 19.9 19.6 

Class of 2008: Attending College 
Academic Scholarships 

Scholarships Earned $5.2 million 

Divine Chid Elementary School 
Grades 1 -8 

25001 Herbert Weier Drive 
(Hollander) 

Dearborn, MI 48128 

(313) 562-1090 
www.dces.info 
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Schools 

1 
Cherry Hill 

College Preparatory Curriculum 

Advanced Placement Classes 

Scholarship / Financing Available 

Athletics - 24 Organized Sport Teams 

Extra Curricular & Social Activities 

(over 30 o r g a n i z e d clubs) 

Spiritual Liturgies & Retreats 

2008 Red Quill Award Winner (ACT) 
70% of Faculty have Masters or 
Specialist Degrees 

Divine Child High School 
Grades 9-12 

1001N. Silvery Lane 
Dearborn, MI 48128 

-¾¾% -ZOOS (313) 562-1990 
www.divinechildhighschool.org 


