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A new look
debuts today

Dear readers:

Your hometown Canton Observer has a
new look. The changes are a result of your
feedback in e-mail surveys and local inter-
views over the past four months, The design
has been updated and inside you'll find new
features on “Education” and “Neighbors,”
pages about the special events in your life.
1t’s all local and packaged in shorter stories,
with more photos and more local names. On
Thursday, look for new fedtures on public
safety, business, food and wine and entertain-
ment. In addition, you will see a new empha-
sis on local opinions — from The Observer
and you,

I welcome your comments. You can reach
me at {(313) 222-5397 or srosiek@hometown-
life.com.

Susan Rosiek
Executive Editor

CONNECTION

If you haven't yet had the opportu-
nity to meet Plymouth-Canton Schools
Superintendent Craig Fiegel, you may
want to attend the Canton Chamber of
Commerce’s luncheon at 11:30 a.m., on
Wednesday at
Canton’s Summit
on the Park. Fiegel
will be the guest
speaker at the lun-
chleon, which is
being sponsored by
‘Schoolcraft College

Canton.

The cost of the
Juncheon is $20 for
advance tickets and
$25 at the door. To
malke a reservation or
for more information,
contact the chamber
office at (734) 453-4040, or e-mail reception-
ist@cantonchamber.com,

Special meetin
The Wa?ne-We’sﬂand school board will hold
special meeting at 6 p.m: Tuesday, Feb. 3, at
the district’s administrative offices, 36745
Marquette, west of Wayne Road in Westland.
On the agenda will be the approval of a new
four-year teacher’s contract with the Wayne-
Westland Education Association. Members of
the union voted on the agreement on Thursday
and Friday. The proposed settlement agree-
ment was reached while the two sides were
working with a fact-finder from the Michigan
Employment Relations Commission. ,

Financial

The Canton Board of Trustees will discuss
the township’s financial situation at a special
meeting scheduted for 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 3,

at the administration building, located at 1150
8. Canton Center Road.

Fiegl

Green team

and Waltonwoods of

Holiy Haddad and Lauren Hildreth hold the trashy trophy at Isbister Elementary School in Plymouth Township. The wall at ieft offers student's tips and ideas for
going green. The rest of the Ishister Green Team is: Cequoia Bobee, Sydney Good, Ktisti Belanger, Saniya Kale, Stefan Gligor, Alexis Barbosa, Isabella Bologna,
Nikhil Patel, Emma Thornburg, Alysa Meadows, Kate Amin, Meghan Mans, Kelly Torolski, Andrew Pautus, Alyssa Rowley, Josh Gage, Marissa Zarney, Alexa Ebling,
Hannah Parent, Maya Leisinger, Alexis Hess and Owen Poilack. For the story and more photas, piease turn to our new Education Page on page A4.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

BY KURT KUBAN
(OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

They came from different
backgrounds, and had differ-
ent reasons for getting involved
in Barack Obama’s improbable

ascendence to the White House. .

But the one thing that bound
Peter Silveri, Natalie Mosher and
Sommer Foster together was an
undeniable hope for a brighter
future for America — one where
partisanship and greed would be
replaced by civic action and com-
passion for all Americans.

Like millions of others, the
three Canton residents headed to

“Washington to take part in the

events surrounding the Jan. 20
inauguration. For each of them,
the trip turned out to be a life-
altering event they swear they
will never forget.

After months of campaigning
for Obama, each said there was
o way they would have missed
the event,

“I was going no matter what.
There was nothing that was going
to keep me away,” said Foster,
who had no ticket for the event,

f

Canton’s Peter and Sharon Silveri were thrilled to be at President Barack Obama's
inauguration. They watched the swearing-in ceremony from next fo the steps at
the Capitol Building, fess than hundred yards away from where Obama took the
oath of office.

nor was sure where she would be
staying,

Silveri, a 57-year-cld education
consultant, was the most fortu-
nate of the three. He and his wife,
Sharon, attended the Midwest
Ball, which Barack and Michelle

Obama visited, and were able to
meet many politicians, includ-,
ing Al Franken. They were even
interviewed for a story in the St.
Paul Pioneer Press.

But without doubit, the best
part of the trip for the Silveris

TIndex

Overcrowded jall leads police to release prisoners

was the actual swearing-in cer-
emony. They were fortunate to

" watch it from the base of the

steps at the Capitol Building
where the ceremony took place..
They were less than a hundred
yards away from Obama when he
officially became the 44th presi-
dent.

“It was incredible,” Silveri said.

Silveri worked as a cainpaign
volunteer for Obama. Although
he said he has been a lifelong
Democrat, it was the first cam-~
paign he has worked on since
Bobby Kennedy's ill-fated run in
1963,

He said the atmosphere in

Washington during inauguration

week was filled with an energy
and camaraderie he has never
witnessed in his life. Looking
back, he said it was a wonderful
whirlwind.

“By the time we got back to
our room Tuesday night, we were
totally exhausted. But it was more
than just physically exhausted,” he
said. “It was all the mental antici-
pation. All of a sudden it was done
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HeaitH & FroNess, .. ... BT1 It didn't take long for the
MiLESTONES. .. ... Canton Police Department to
NEIGHBORS. get additional justification for a
OBITUAREES.. .. proposed $754,000 renovation of
REAL ESTATE . v v o the cell block area, which hasnt
SPORIS . e e o o 't bad a major makeover since the
facility was built in 1985, ‘
For Home Five days after presenting

33 . the Canton Township Board of
(é)ﬁeé;vgnga;é,? Trustees with the plan to expand.

. the lockup holding area from 30 to

56 prisoners, Executive Director
John Santomauro received an e-
mail from his weekend staff about
an overcrowded situation that
forced the department to release
some nonviolent prisoners.

“By (3 a.m.) Sunday morn-
ing our cell block was full — 20
prisoners total, six of which
were felonies,” wrote Sgt. Steve
Miller. “Prisoner lockers were

WHAT DO Yl)ll THINK?

Do you think Canton should
spend $754,000 to renovate its
cell block area to accommodate
more prisoners? Send your
thoughts to Editor Kurt Kuban at
kkuban@hometownlife.com or.
post a comment an our Web site at
www.hometownlife.com.

full so we did personal bonds on
four of them that just had traf-
fic warrants, two of those we

turned over to other agencies.”

Santomauro said the over-
crowded situation in the cell
block doesn’t happen often.

“It doesn't happen every week
because by and large you can .
pretty much stack people in
there,” Santomauro said. “But
with the felony arrests there’s no

place to stack

“The reality is when you're using
afacility that locked-up under a
thousand people a year (in 1985)
and this year it will be over 4,000
... if you do the math it’s pretty easy
to figure out,” he said.

Santomauro said the renova-
tion is mostly about knocking
down walls and expanding some
areas. Besides increasing cell
block space, the project includes
expanding the intake center
where mug shets and finger-
prints are done; and inereasing
space for present and new tech-
nology to eliminate sitnations
where the prisoner kitchen is
also used for video arraignments
and houses the department’s
Breathalyzer equipment..

Trustees are waiting for
information from the Finance
Department on options to fund
the renovation before voting on it.

THE HOSPITAL

YOU’VE BEEN WAITING FOR
OPENS MARCH 15.

5&:&: the: hospital everyane will be tdﬁsmg abuuﬁ:

Kenry?ardWestBiaamﬁeld,mm
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and over. There was a sense of

relief. Here we were from little

old Canton, and we were part
“of it.” ,

Foster, 31, who is an African
American, worked as an unpaid
intern for the Obama campaign
and helped set up a campaign
office in Canton. When she first
got involved in June, she and
others were meeting at Panera
on Ford Road.

She says there were a total
of '75 volunteers working in
the Canton area, making calls,
knocking on doors and getting
the message out about Obama
any way possible.

‘A MASS OF CRAZINESS'
Although she didn't have
any tickets for the swearing-in
ceremony, Foster attended sev-
eral events, including the con-
cert at the Lincoln Memorial.
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DETROIT’S BEST

MOVIE DEAL

ALLLOUNGER SEATS ALL MIGITAL SOUND
ALL STADIUM SEATING

4,25 1.°4.75
ALL SEATS

EXGCEPT ADULT EVENING

CANTON CINEMA

SHOWTIMES 1/30 - 2/6 £ Ho passes

METROPGLITAN OPERA
QRFED ED EURIDIGE -
WED 2/4 encore 7:00 PM

SWORR OF THE:STRANGER
THURS 2/5 7:30 PM

O TAKEN (PG-13)

11:06, 1:15, 3:25, 5:36, 7:45, :55
JFRI/SAT LS 12:00

O THE URINVITED (PG-13)

12:08, 2:10, 4:15, 8:50, 9:00

FRI/SAT LS 11:30

&3 INKHEART (PG)

FRI-WED 11:25, 1:45,4:05, 7:00

TH 11:25, 1:45, 4:05

HOTEL FOR DOGS (PG)

11:48, 2:05, 4:28, 6:45

. |MY BLOBDY VALENTINE 3D (R)

12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:05, 8:25

FRI/SAT LS 11:45

DEFIANCE (R) 0:10

BRIDE WARS (PG)

FRI-TUE/TH 11:00, 1:10, 3:20, 5:30, 7:40,
9:50 FRISAT LS 12:00

WED 11:00, 1:10, 3:20, 9:50

GRAK TORIND (R)

11:40, 2:15, 4:45, 7115, 9:45 )
BEDTIME STORIES (PG) FRI-WED 9:20 PM

FREQUENT MOVIEGOERS
Sign up at www.gqti.com for ltie
Freguent Moviegoer,Club
Earn points & see movies for 4 bargain price.

Call or stop by a Community Financial office today! | '

(738) 453-1200 (877) 937-2328 toll free ~ www.cfcu.org.
PrymouTH CANTON NORTHVILLE Nowvi
500 S, Harvey 6355 N. Canton Center + 47463 Michigan Ave. 400 E. Main 43350 Arena Dr.
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Canton's Natalie Mosher aftended mahy df the'ina'uquratioi'a events, én& fan into UAW President Ron Gettelfinger in
Washington. Gettelfinger, also a Canton resident, is holding a copy of the Canton Gbserver.

Foster said she and other vol-
unteers heard plenty of racist
remarks about Obama, but she

ful,” Foster said. “The crowd
was 50 diverse, The thing that
disappointed me was that the
media focused on the African
Americans that were there. But
that wasn't the whole story.”
During the campaign,

For the swearing in, she was
able to get into the Mall area,
which was packed with sev-
eral million other celebrating
Americans,

“I was in the mass of all the
craziness and it was wonder-

a minority of Americans. She
also had arguments with fam-
ily members and friends who

www. taxfaster. com

e Private, confidential business accounting, payroli and bookeeping services

» Quarterly reports ® Profit/Loss statements ¢ Certified CPA’s on staff

» Qur preparers will do a thorough evaluation to ensure you a're'using all
available deductions * 15 years of tax preparatlon experlence

?Refund £, L;,a,,)

Accounting & Boakeepmg I
With Free Private Consuitation & the

1 Month’s
Service is...

1
| Any Income Tax !
| Preparation Service

L With this coupon = Expires 4-15-09
N

J l With this coupon + Expires 4-16-08
5 & B B B N B L8 & &R & _§ N N -N_ _§N_ |

734-405'-6555

For SAME DAY
Ser\nce Please Call:

Now more than ever, you need a financial
institution that looks out for you. Community
Financial 1s not-for-profit and your accounts
are federaily insured up to $250,000.

Get peace of mind, knowing your savings are
safe & secure for the long term.

fees, if any, may reduce eamings.

*Rates effective 1/14/0%. Rates cannot be combined with any nther homus sate offer and are subject 1o change withowt notice. Subjett to penally for eady withdrawal,

NCUA Your saings ferleraly ingred 10 ot isast $250.000 snel hacked by the il fath and crecit of the United States Govemment 183 Bqual Housing 1endes. 83009 Comaarndly Finandisl

knew those people represented

Peter §i!ver'i took this photo of President Barack Obama shortly after his
swearing-in. S_ilveri was only about a hundred yards away from the ceremony.

said America would never
elect a black man president.
“Since the beginning, I never
doubted that America was
ready for this. During the Towa
caucus, I thought if he could
just win one state, especially
a lily-white state like Jowa, it
would show how much prog-
ress America has made,” she
said. “I have a 3-year-old son
(William). I don’t want him
to grow up in a country where
there is no hope. That’s why I
got involved.”

A CIVIC MOVEMENT

Mosher also attended sever-
al events. She said the Obama
campaign was a “movemernt
never before seen” in America.
She said the joy and mass of
people at the inauguration was
just further proof.

“From the beginning,
Obama’s message was, ‘This
is about each and every one
of you staying invelved. Let’s
keep-moving it forward.’ The
campaign made a concerted
effort to keep everyone togeth-

" er, We had people of all sexes,

colors, young and old, gay and
straight. That’s what this cam-
paign was all about,” Mosher
said.

“Obama is not the agent
of change. We're the agents
of change,” she said. “This is
what government is about, and
what it should be.”

The inauguration is not the
end of the line for the three.
They are committed to stay-
ing active in a group called
Organizing for America,
which Obama is promoting
as a new civic action group.
Locally, the group has already
been active in the Plymouth~
Canton clothing bank, and is
planning to contribute toa
new charity each month. In
February, they will volunteer

‘Thursday nights at Open

Door Ministries (at Lilley and
Michigan Avenue).

Anyone interested in get-
ting involved with the local
Organizing for America group
can send an e-mail to Sitveri
at psilveri@wowway.com. For
more information, visit www.
ysaservice.org.
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creativity

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Those who know Michael
Frank praise his artistic talent.
His elementary school pringi-
pal says the Redford teen was a
“very creative artist as a young-
ster.” His high school graphic
design teacher describes his
work as “a really nice composi-
tien.”

Now the world has had a
chance te admire his work.

His award-winning poster was
on display at this year’s North
American International Auto
Show at Cobe Hall in Detroit.

“Mike has really excelled,”
said Steve Paulsen, who teach-
es graphic design at Wayne-
Waestland’s William D. Ford
Career Technical Center. “He
used a lot of abstract images,
but they're things that relate to
autos.”

Frank received first place in
the 10th-grade « competition for
his poster and a $500 prize. He
was one of three of Paulsen’s
students to win prizes. Mike
Cox won a third place in the
11th-grade competition, and
Kelsey Blevins was third in the
12th-grade competition.

Frank’s poster was a coltage
of car parts. He created a lot
of the images himself, nsing
Mustrator software; some he
found on the Inlernet.

“T knew it would do pretty
good, but T didn’t think it
would win,” said Frank who
attends Westland John Glenn
High School.

“We saw it in the early
stages, he found parts to make
the collage, it was absolutely
amazing,” said his father. Jim
Frank. "We found out he won
when he went back to school.
It was unhelievable, hut Mike
was like, ‘Oh, you got to be kid-
ding.”

Frank, a first-year student
at the career technical center,
spent five days to creating his
collage and then worked with
Paulsen on the placement of a
Detroit skyline and the neces-
sary auto show verbiage. But
what makes Frank’s work
extraordinary is that he has
muscular dystrophy and is on
a ventilator and confined to a
wheelchair.

“He drew pictures all the
time,” Jim Frank said. “He
was eager to learn and had
a great art teacher at Fisher
{Elementary Schoel in
Redford). He paints, draws,
does graphic design ... he’s
really getting into that. The
computer can be a challenge.
He's sometimes weak physi-
cally”

Jim Frank said his son is
concerned about accuracy in
his work and strives tc have
things in proportion to each
other. That’s evident in a pic-
ture on his computer that
shows him playing wheelchair
rugby. He doesn't in real life,
but with the help of Photoshop
he superimposed his head on
that of one of the players.

And while he docsn’t play
rughy, he does play wheel-
chair floor hockey at Ward
‘Presbyterian Church in
Northville Township.

“I'm more like an artist, I'm
into painting and drawing,”
Frank said. “T'm interested in it
probably because of my artistic
ahility.”

As for his newfound wealth,
Michael Frank plans to put the
prize money in the bank, That
doesn't surprise his father.

“He’s really sharp with
maoney, he’s also very frugal,”
he said.
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4 coilage of gears and auto parts, many that he designed himself, highlight
a first-place poster Michael Frank of Redford made ta the North American
international Aute Show.
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Students leading isbister on -
‘become ‘Green School’

- path to

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Students at Isbister
Elementary are making oth-
ers green with envy as they're
well on their way to becoming
Plymouth-Canton Schools
first official Michigan Green
School.

Green Team fourth- and
fifth-graders are Isbister’s
leaders in energy-saving and
environmental activities
which are expected to result
in an official Michigan Green
School designation.

It started with a paper
drive in the fall in which
the recycling dumpster was
filled three times in one day.
And, once a month there’s
a contest among all grades
to see which class has the
most waste free lunches,
ones that contain reusable
sandwich containers and
thermos bottles instead of
throw-away plastic sandwich
bags and drink boxes. The
winning class gets possession
of a traveling trophy made
out of materials that would
normally end up in a landfill
- a cereal box, drink boxes,
toilet paper rolls and a plastxc
2-liter bottle.

“A lot more kids in
the school bring waste-
free lunches,” said Maya
Leisinger, 10, of Plymouth
Township, a member of the
Green Team: who recycles
everything she can at home.
“Most of the landfills are
mostly made out of plastic
and paper, and it makes it
bigger and bigger every time
you throw something away, If
you recycle, landfills become
smaller and smaller because

vou are reducing the waste.”

Projects underway at
Isbister that will lead to
the Green School designa~
tion include recycling of -
paper, visits by an ecological
spokesperson, recycling bat-
teries and participation by
students in an ecology club
— the Green Team. The con-
struction of a wildlife habitat
and building of bird houses
in the spring will help get the
needed 10 projects to earn
the “green” designation.

“We recycle plastic water
bottles, CDs, DVDs, batteries
and Crocs shoes,” said Lisa
Dietz, the school’s adminis-
tration secretary who advises
the Green Team with media
speicalist Becky Cole. “There’s
a company that will shred
Crocs shoes and make new
ones and send them to kids in
countries that need shoes.

PHOTGS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The use of reusable lunch containers like Maya Leisenger’s helped Ishister
students cut down on the amount of trash barrels filled from 5 to 1.

“We have a paper bin in
each classroom, and in each
of our three learning areas
we have a bin for anything
else that’s recyclable,” she
said. “The kids on our Green
Tearn empty them once a day
and sort them in our hins
before we dispose of them.”

Students will vote soon
on which-animal to “adopt”.
at the Detroit Zoo, with the
Green Team selecting a polar
bear, tiger and gorilla as the

.choiees.

“Me and my mom decided
to go green because it helps

" global warming, and it

reduces animals becoming
endangered, like polar bears,”
said Isabella Bologna, 9, of
Plymouth Township. -

The Green Team will sobn
begin a campaign to get stu-
dents and teachers to turn off
lights in unused classrooms.

ACT Standings

Test/College Data: Graduating Class of 2008

S
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National 206 21.0 214 208 211
Michigan 18.7 195 198 .19.9 196
Divine Child 247 225 253 237 4.2
Class of 2008:  Attending Coilege 100%
Academic Scholarships 48%
Scholarships Earned $5.2mittion
Divine Chld Elementiu'y School
‘\“E ey Grades 1 -8
7/ 25001 Herbert Weier Drive
Q\ D (o (Holtander)
,%% Dearborn, MI 48128
o %, ffs
Tl S (313) 562-1090
ray S www.dces.info

WHAT IS WASTE-FREE LUNCH?

I Start with a reusable lunch-
box, backpack or briefcase,
Avoid disposable plastic and
paper bags.

W Pack your food in reusabie
containers. Avoid plastic bags,
plastic wrap, aluminum feil and
prepackaged foods whenever
possible.

® Include a drink in a refillable
bottle. Avoid single-use juice’
boxes, drink botties and cans.
W Add reusable utensils.
Eliminate disposabie forks and
spoans. '

M Uise a cloth napkin. Eliminate
paper napkins.

“Me and my sister get
mad at my brother and mom
because they always leave
the lights on,” said Hannah
Parent, 9, of Canton. “T usu-
ally go around and turn them
off.” '

Lisa Bologna, Isabella’s
mother, said students are
taking “going green” seri-
ously. ‘

“It's so encouraging that
these kids are learning and
making a difference in their
families so that as they grow .
this will be their pattern,”
said Lisa Bolegna. “If you
plant the seed, the kids want
to make a difference.”

That difference has become
very noticeable to Ishister’s
plant engineer, Matt
Takesian.

“I think it’s great,” said
Takesian. “We've cut our
trash down two-thirds.”

thruscato@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637
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SCHOOL BRIEFS

Rouge fnends award
habitat to Smith

Smith Elementary School

in Plymouth Township.is ben-

efitting from a decision by
local non-profit organization
Friends of the Ronge to imple-
menting a Schoolyard Habitat
program for the 2008- 2009
school year.

Smith is one of three schools
awarded habitats for the school
year. The others are the Burger
School for Students with
Autism in Garden City and
O.W. Holmes in Detroit.

The habitat program is*
focused on getting kids outside
to learn by providing grants
to create outdoor classrooms
at local schools. Schoolyard
habitats vary widely but usu-
ally incorporate four basic ele-
ments: food, water, shelter and
space - all things required for
plants and animals to survive.
Habitats are used as multi-
disciplinary teaching tools to
enhance school curriculum
and to teach children why hav-
ing a healthy, clean environ-
ment, is important,

“Schoolyard habitats provide
children with an opportu-
nity to become environmen-
tal stewards,” Friends of the

Rouge spokesperson Brianna
Knoppow said. “It is this type
of place based learning we're
working to expand within our
educational communities.”

The three schools selected
to participate in the program
this year are all located in the
Rouge River watershed and
were chosen through a compet-
itive application process. Each
school’s grant includes $500
to purchase native Michigan
plants and another $500 for
expert assistance with imple-
menting their project.

The Burger School for Students
with Autism will be combining
the creation of a garden with the

conduction of a study on the effec- -

tiveness of regular sensory lessons
with autistie students.

College Preparatory Curriculum
Advanced Placement Classes
Scholarship,/Financing Available
Athletics - 24 Organized'Sport Teams

Extra Curricular & Sodial Actmtles
(over 30 organized clubs)

Kelty

At Smith Elementary School,
Principal Jill D. Cantin was
thrilled to get the grant.

“We are are eager to trans-
form a vaeant area of our’
school grounds into a vibrant
habitat that will benefit the -
environment and provide

. hands-on education for our -

students,” Cantin said. “With
the support from the Friends
of the Rouge, we look forward
to working as a team with the
teachers, the students, the
parents, and the community to
develop a schoolyard habitat
that can be used as an outdoor
classroom and be enjoyed by
the entire community.”

The program has been
made possible by the Rouge
River National Wet Weather
Demonstration Project.

Principal honored

Susan Kelty, the principal of
Bird Elementary School in the
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools, received the Regional
, Honors Award
| at the Michigan
b Elementary
| and Middle.
School
Principals
| Association
E annual confer-.
b ence. ‘

Keltyisin
- her second year
at Bird. She previously served
seven years as a learning spe- -
cialist at Miller Elementary and
five years as an elementary prin-
cipal in the Wayne-Westland - -

District. In all, she has taught * -

in five different states and four -

- distriets here in Michigan. -

“1 was delighted (io get the -

‘award) but it’s a very humbling

experience,” said Kelty, a past-
president of MEMSPA Region
1, which covers Wayne County;
“There are many, many fine ' -
principals everywherein -
Wayne County, We're all work-
ing every day to do what's best
for kids. I can think of many of

+ them who deserve this award.”,

Spiritual Liturgies & Retreats
2008 Red Quill Award Winner (ACT)

70% of Faculty have Masters or

Speuallst Degrees
Divine Child ngh School |

(313) 5621990

www.divinechildhighschool.org ]

Grades 9-12

1001 N. Sllvery Lane
Dearborn, MI 48128
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Charity bowl-a-thon -

Seedlings’ 22nd Anmial
Bowl-A-Thon for Braille Books
will take place Sunday, March
22, at the Super Bowl Lanes
in Canton. This event will
help put braille books into the
hands of blind children. There
will be many great raffle
prizes and the bowlers who
raise the most pledges will
be eligible for top prize pack-
ages. The- 2009 goal is to buy
25,000 braille books. -

Register or pledge a bowler |
online or download a brochure
at www.seedlings.org under
the “special events” section.
Bowlers will receive three
games, lunch, a-goody bag, and
afree ticket for a chance raffle
drawing. Tax-deductible door
prize and lane or T-shirt spon-

_sorships are still available to
local businesses. Register now
and reserve a spot at the event.
The registration deadline is
March 7, arid the minimum
donation per bowler is $50.

Seedlings Braille Books for
Children is a non-profit orga-~
nization in Livonia dedicated
1o increasihg the opportunity
for braille literacy by providing
high quality, low-cost braille
books for blind children. Every
$10 earned at this bowl-a-thon
will create one more book.
Last year, bowlers raised more
than $23,000 to provide blind
children access to popular
children’s books in braille and
to bring them the materials
they need to “read and suc-
ceed.” '

For more information, visit
www.seedlings.org,

Slavens swearing-in

On Monday Feb. 2 at 7

-p.m,, State Rep. Dian Slavens
{D-Canton) will be joined by,
friends, family and supporters
for a ceremonial swearing-in
at the Canton Public Library.
Presiding over the ceremony
will be her husband, Wayne
County Circuit Court Judge
Mark Slavens.

“It’s an honor that I was’
chosen to be our community’s
voice in the State Capitol and
it's only fitting that the com-
munity be included in this
momentous event,” Slavens
said,

. The library is located at
1200 8. Canton Center Road.

Preschool open house
-Elymouth. Children's: .

We get yom‘ dentures ﬁttmg rzght the fzrst t:me’

e Same Da

A AL

Keith J. Plene, MD
internal Medicine
38525 Eight Mile Roud

Livonia, MI 48152

248.321.6612
Call for Directions!

" Nursery, 5825 N. Sheldon

Road, will host & co-op pre-
school open houise.on Feb.,

7 and Mar. 21 from 10 a.m.-
noon. The preschool offers
classes for ages 2 1/2 to 5. They
now offér a 4 day per week
class for young 5’s. The school’s
teachers instruct each child
through academic, soctal, and
emotional learning by using

a play-based philosophy. For
more information, contact Sue
Fairchild at (734) 844-0395.

- Comedian to perform .

Comedian Chrissy Burns
will take the stage of the
Village Theater at Cherry
Hill at 8 p.m., Friday, Feb.

13. Burns brings to'the stage
& funny, heart-felt message
about the power of langhter as
a cancer survivor who's found
strength in humor. Beyond
the live comedy stage, Burns
appears in the documen-

tary film, “Be Funny.” Her CD
“Soul Music” is played on XM
Satellite Radio, and her road
story, “Follow That” can be
found in the Random House
baok, “I Killed - True Stories
of thé Road from America’s
Top Comics.”

Enjoy this entertaining
evening of langhs for just $15,
which also includes a per-
formanee by comedian Ben
Konstantin, Material may not
be suitable for all andiences.

For more information or to

. purchase tickets, visit www,

canton-mi.org/villagetheater.
Tickets can also be purchased
at Sommit on the Park by
phone at (734) 394-5460 or in
person. The Village Theater
ticket office will also be open
one hour prior to each perfor-
mance.

For more information about

“the Village Theater at Cherry’

Hill and to view its complete
schedule, please visit www.
canton-mi.org/villagetheater.

Outdoor ice rink

Canton’s Flodin Park now
has an outdoor 40 foot by 40
foot ice rink for skating. There-
is no charge to access this out-
deor rink, which is currently
available as weather permits
daily from sun up until sun
down on the south east corner
of the park, which is located
on Szaltz Road, between
Morton Taylor and Sheldon,
The ice will also be refreshed
as weather permits.

.. FOr more jnformation on

Hiqh enerqv performance

Singer Mary Rademacher will be featured in the Village Theater at Cherry
Hill's 'First Friday Studio Series’ at 8 p.m., Friday, Feb. 6. Rademacher will
perform a high-energy show featuring a wide variety of songs from jazz

standards to Motown classics, and sprinkling in & few disco hits and big band

bailads. The Grand Rapids-based Rademacher has an extensive background
in music, theater, choreography, and dance. This and all First Friday Studio
Series performances are general admission and will take place in the
Biltmore Studio, an intimate setting for enjoying five music. A cash bar will
also be available. To purchase tickets or to.download the entire season
schedule, visit www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater. Tickets can also be
purchased at Summit on the Park or the Village Theater ticket office, which
wifl also be open ane hour prior to each performance. For more information,

call (734) 394-5460.

Flodin Park and any of its
amenities, including this sea-
sonal ice rink, call Canton
Parks Office at (734) 394-5310
or visit leisure.canton-mi.org.

- Canton Newcomers

Interested in meeting
your neighbors and getting
involved with various inter-
est groups? If so, the Canton
Newcomers might just be for
you. No matter how long you
have lived in the Canton area
- you are invited to join, The
Newcomers are a social, civic
and charitable organization
designed to acquaint area
residents with other local resi-

. dents and the Canton commu-

We guarantee it!

DENTURES

w/Exfractions
e« CROWNS-$200 OFF
o« FLEXIBLE SOFT PARTIALS |

AMERICAN MADE
RIGHT HERE IN
LIVONIA!

APPLE DENTURE CENTER & MORE, L.L. C
28200 West 7 Mile Rd. ¢ Suite 126 ¢ leoma, MI 48152

(248) 777-7547

nity. All are welcome to join.
The group’s next monthly
adult general meeting will be

held at 7:15 p.m., Feb. 4, at the -

Sunflower Clubhouse (45800
Hanford, west of Canton
Center). The evening will
include socializing, neighbor
introductions, sign ups for our
more than 20 interest group
activities (Playgroups, Bunco,
Scrapbooking, Book Club,
Men’s Poker Night, Couples
Social and more), and a raffle
to benefit a Iocal non-profit in
need.

The meeting will include

_dinner and a special local

speaker. If you would like
more information, or receive

OEQ8630502

" a complementary copy of the

group’s newsletter, please visit
WWW.Cantonneweomers.org or
call Melanie at (734) 207-3341.

St. Michaei open house

St. Michael Christian School
is hosting an open house on
Thursday, Feb. 19 from 6:30-8
p.m. The school offers 3 year
old preschool through sixth
grade classes including all

-day kindergarten and half

- day Young Fives. St. Michael

Christian School provides a
Christ-centered education
using the Holy Bible, the
Concordia Publishing House
study series, and a weekly
Chapel Service led by the pa&
toral staff,

St. Michael Christian School
is located at 7000 N. Sheldon
Road in Canton, For more
information, call (734) 459-
9720, or visit their Web site at
www.stmichael-church.org.

Salem football alumni

If you ever played football
for Salem High School, a
group of alumni would love
to hear from you. The Salem
Linebackers Booster Club will
be hosting a dinner (date and
time to be determined) with
all Salem alumni invited. They
would like to know your name,
vear graduated, phone num-
ber, address and e-mail.

E-mail or call Don Turner at
(734) 812-0504 or dturner@
longwalkpartners.com.

The Salem Linebackers
Booster Club is also assem-
bling a team of former, current
and future high school band
members from any school to
play at Salem Rocks home
(and possibly away) games.
This is open to anyone who
can play an instrument and
would be interested in joining
the group in the stands at the
Salém Rocks football games.
No marching required. For
more information, contact
Don Turner at (734) 812-0504
or dturner@longwalkpart-
LETS.COIIL

Canton's Home Expo

Canton’s annual Home
Improvement Expo will be
held Saturday, March 7 from

- $5.86 ) Bl
§2.80 *‘iumw {uwith LELY

9 a.m. to 5 p.m, and Sunday,
March 8 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
at Canton’s Summit on the .
Park,

"This year’s Expo many
home improvement-related
businesses, including interior
decorating, landscaping, floor-
ing, plumbing, kitchen repairs,
and deck companies, as well as
home financing businesses.

How-to workshops will be
held all weekend on a variety
of topics from landscaping to
installing brick pavers, crown -
moldings and ceramic tile and-
15 minute mini-workshops,-
targeted to home owners,

homeowner associations and

businesses, will also be held on
a wide range of topics includ-
ing detention pond mainte-
nance, home security, safety
tips, property standards, and
tree and landscaping mainte-
nance. The mini-workshops -
will be held in the Parkview
Room and a full list of topics
and start times will be made
available to all Expo attendees.
A hands-on children’s proj-
ect center will be available for
kids of all ages to construct
projects made from wood
donated by Home Depot,
A special guest appearance
will be made by Murray
Gula, host of Murray Gula’s
Home Improvement Team
on WXYZ-TV Detroit and
Joe Gagnon “The Appliance
Doctor” will be broadcasting
his 1600 WAAM talk radio
program live from the Expo.
Multiple raffles will also be
held throughout the weekend
and refreshments will be -
available during the entire
event.

To view & complete list of the

vendors, obtain the Expo lay-
oit, and download workshop
and mini-workshop schedules
visit www.canton-mi.org/
homeexpo.aspx. The Expo

is free of charge and hosted
by Canton’s Building and
Inspection Services Division,
the Canton Chamber of

Commerce, and the Observer

and Eccentric Newspapers.
For more information please
call Canton’s Building and
Inspection Services Division
at (734) 394-5200.
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nationwide. So when we tell you that the heart care you'll
‘re not the only ones who believe that to be true.
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vowar Arthur Murray!

FIRM UP FAST

Losing inches has never been so fa
and so much fun! The passion and techni

packed mto the erfe

lutignary exercise concept
that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your
heart rate, while toning and tightening your
entire core. You'll be swept away while
getting a 360° total core workout.

CALL TODAY

Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready,
exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios.
Call today and schedule your first session.

B N

NO Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! NO Membership Fees! ——

Core Rhythms Creators
Julia Powers
12 time U.S. Charpion
&

Joanna Kitnitz
10 time International Champion

of World Champion Rhythm & latm dancers, 1

Pay only for the sessions you use! Call now to schedule your FREE introductory workout!

Drop-Ins Welcome © Start Anytime
Call For Class Schedules

Fran(hised Dance b_tuchos

42000 Six Mile Rd., Suite 250

Northville
‘{between Northville Rd. & Haggerty)

248 349.1133

1926 South Telegraph Rd.

Bloomfield
{next to Carl’s Golfland)

248.338.6390
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Father, son put on show

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
(OBSERVER STAFf WRITER .

Patrick Elliott first learned
about homelessness while he
was attending Divine Child
High School.

He took trips with class-
mates to St. Aloysiusin
Detroit to see firsthand the
destitute conditions surround-
ing the poor and homeless.

Even attending Tiger games
he would see the homeless.

“It’s sad,” Elliott said. “My
dad and I talked, asking ‘What
can we do?”

- Four years ago, Patrick and
his father, Dr. Gregory Elliott,
both of Livonia, started
Hilarity for Charity, 4 com-
edy show fund-raiser, with
proceeds to help St. Aloysins’
community outreach program.

Comics will take the stage
at this year’s event at 8 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 6, at the Village
Theater in Canton, 50400
Cherry Hill (at Ridge Road).

The show features headliner
Paul Kelly and special guest
Dan Orr, Patrick’s uncle, Jerry
Elliott, who hosts the radic
show “Wags and Elliott” on a
Columbus, Ohio, radio station,
will host the event.

Patrick Elliott, a 22-year-
old marketing student at
the University of Michigan-

Musical comedian Dan Orr will do
parodies similar to Weird Al Yankovic
at Hilarity for Charity at 8 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 6, at the Village Theatre
in Canton.

Dearborn, and his father, a
dentist in Farmington Hills,
developed the show to create
awareness of homelessness in
Detroit. Just days ago, a news-
paper published a photo ofa’
man who froze to death inside
a block of ice,

“It's really bad right now,”
Patrick said of homelessness.
“St. Aloysius works with drug
addicts in their programs, and
they have a warming center
and soup kitchen.” All of the
proceeds go to the outreach
program, 100 percent to help-

 to fight homelessness

ing the homeless, Elliott said. _

“They need all the help they

can get, They do really good

work down there.”
‘They chose the Village

" Theatre in Canton because -

“we just love the theater,”
Elliott said. “Tt’s beantiful and
(Canton aris coordinator)
Jennifer Tobin does a great

‘job”

Elliott describes Dan Orr
as a musical comedian, who

_ does parodies similar to Weird

Al Yankovie. Paul Kelly, of

" Chiecago, features a show of

comedy surrounding family
life. Elliott, who is a filmmaker
too, will show his short film of
kids and comedy.

“It’s definitely a family-
friendly event,” Elliott said.

Doors open at 7 p.m. The:
event features free appetizers .
before the show and a cash
bar. Tickets are $40 for adults
and $25 for students. Tickets
can be purchased by visiting
the Village Theatre Web site at
www.canton-mi.org/villageth-
eater, visiting the Summit at
the Park ticket office, 46000
Summit Parkway (located
south of Cherry Hill, west
of Canton Center Road) in
Canton, or by calling Elliott’s
dental office at (248) 473~
2000. Major credit cards, cash
or checks are accepted.

Officials approve renting portable restrooms for parks

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

With all the people attend-
ing events and utilizing
Canton’s parks this summer,
you've got to have places for
them to go.

Canton Township trustees

- took on the tissue, make that

issue, of renting portable
toilets to supplement perma-
nent facilities at Tuesday’s
meeting.

Ti-ustees selected the bid
of John's Sanitation, Ine, for

© $9,241. The next lowest bid

was more than $15,000,
John’s Sanitation has
served the township the past

five years. The company’s bid

was the same cost per toilet
it charged in 2008,

. Two portable toilets will be
contracted for the months of
April through October and
placed at Freedom, Flodin

and Griffin parks, as well as

at the Cady/Boyer Barn and
Lower Rouge Recreational
Trail. None of the locations
has a permanent restroom.
In addition, one will be
placed at the eighth hole at
Pheasant Run Golf Club to
supplement the three perma-
nént restrooms that exist at
the site. .

The company will also per-
form three cleanings a week.
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e Food ¢ Clothing ¢ Medical Expenses

You'll earn two bonus points per dollar for every

® Gasoime

qualifying purchase you make!* If you're not already
using our VISA® Credit Card, check out the benefits today!

‘_f ’ ’
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CREDIT UNION

Your Guide T Financial Success

Livonia Branch
37401 Plymouth Road
Livonia, M 48150
734.464.8079

Dearbom Office
{Located just insitle North entrance

of AAA Headguarters Bldg.)
1 Auto Club Drive
Dearborn, Mi 48126
313.336.1534
800.2870046

communityalliancecu.org

“APR = Annust Percentags Rate. Helanas Tansfer: 0% introdustory APR for the first & billing oyies from
seoount opening on Daignce fransfers. THIS introduciony rate 5 subiict 16 changs If any payrment is recerad
sty the tus date, vou make 3 Daymem thal s not honored By vour Brancial ISHRGn or you oise your
2ccount, This introductory Ite doss not spoly o purchaoes o cesh sdvences, Reta based on inoiidual
cradiworthingss. Rate and bonus pont offer Sulyect 10 thange without prior futics.

*rCavers LS. weucd cards enfy for unstthorizod frensections, Pokoy dops net aoply to PIN tansactions.

¢ No Annual Fee

¢ Reward Points for Travel,
Merchandise and More!

Life can be rewarding and more affordable with your Community Alliance VISA® Credit Card.
'Double purchase points are now available on the necessities of life such as:

For Six Months on Baiance Transfers

¢ Online Account
‘Management 24/7/365

e The VISA® Zero Llabt lty Pblzcy**

Introductory
Rate
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donating your time and resources ||
- providing help to those in need || -
, - Thank you!
i DOINGTHE  The Salvation Aemy
- GOOD g4s; Soulggmss%%%::%:%fwﬁlymum
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