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Wal-Mart moving forward on second, larger Canton store 
BY TONY BRUSCATO original site plans Tuesday night. storm water work on the site ," he Faas said Wal-Mart is also in the the corporation did their homework. 
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BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Wal-Mart has renewed its interest 
in building a 176,000-square-foot 
Supercenter on 19 acres of land along 
Michigan Avenue west of Belleville 
Road. 

The 18-month site plan which was 
approved by the Canton Township 
Board of Trustees on June 26,2007, 
expired on Dec. 26. However, after a 
request by Wal-Mart officials, trust­
ees gave unanimous reapproval of the 

original site plans Tuesday night. 
"Concurrently, they're already 

working on a new site plan," said Tim 
Faas, the township's municipal ser­
vices director. "It doesn't change the 
bxiilding footprint a lot, but it does 
change some of the architecture on 
the facade because they have a new 
standard. 

"Sometime between March and 
July we'll see demolition of the 
buildings (an old cement plant) on 
the property and they're going to 
start the permitting process for the 

storm water work on the site," he 
said. "They wouldn't be spending the 
money if they weren't ready to begin 
the project." 

Faas said'the Wal-Mart 
Supercenter, which will include a 
full-service grocery store, is about 50 
percent bigger than the Wal-Mart at 
Ford and Lotz roads. The store has 
two main entrances and a garden 
center entrance. A fully enclosed gar­
den center completely hides the bulk 
and rack storage along the Belleville 
Road with a full brick facade. 

Faas said Wal-Mart is also in the 
process of architectural exterior 
changes to the Ford Road store. 
Oddly enough, the new look on Ford 
Road will be what trustees approved 
Tuesday night. The Supercenter will 
come with Wal-Mart's newest design. 

Trustee John Anthony liked the 
fact Wal-Mart is building when 
many communities have seen their 
commercial projects come to a halt 
because of the economy. 

"I think that says something about 
Canton," Anthony said. "Obviously, 

the corporation did their homework. 
They wouldn't build a facility this 
large unless they were confident it 
would make money for them. The 
housing market has dried up, but 
commercial development along 
Michigan Avenue is ideal, with Meijer 
also coming. They will be great 
anchors to Michigan Avenue." 

Meijer, which has a store at Ford 
and Canton Center roads, has also 
announced plans to build a sec­
ond store at Michigan Avenue and 
Morton Taylor. 

Orlewicz 

Convicted killer 

in beheading case 

seeks a new t r i a l 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Jean Pierre Orlewicz, the 18-
year-old Plymouth Township resi­
dent convicted last year of killing 
and beheading a River Rouge man 
in a Canton garage, finds out next 
month whether he'll get another 
day in court. 

Orlewicz, sentenced to life in 
prison without parole for killing 
and dismembering the body of 26-
year-old Daniel Sorensen, is sched­
uled to appear before Circuit Court 
Judge Bruce Morrow in a motion 

hearing set for Feb. 
13. 

The hearing, 
designed to seek 
a new trial for 
Orlewicz, reportedly 
will include testimo­
ny from a defense 
expert. However, 
Detroit attorney 
Elizabeth Jacobs, 

who is handling Orlewicz's appeal, 
declined to discuss the hearing in 
any detail, other than to confirm 
the date. Likewise Maria Miller, 
spokesperson for the Wayne County 
Prosecutor's office, declined com­
ment, citing a policy of not talking 
about cases on appeal. 

Orlewicz was convicted in April 
2008 in the November 2007 death 
of Sorensen, who died in the garage 
of Orlewicz's grandfather, a Canton 
resident. Orlewicz then beheaded 
Sorensen, burned his fingertips 
in an attempt to prevent identi­
fication and dumped the body in 
a Northville field. The body was 
later identified by a fingerprint not 
destroyed in the burning. 

Wayne County Prosecutor Kym 
Worthy at the time labeled the kill­
ing a "thrill kill," a label thought 
prejudicial by Orlewicz's attorneys, 
who said the killing was done in 
self-defense. The jury didn't buy it, 
instead depending largely on the 
testimony of Alexander Letkemann 
of Westland, who pleaded guilty to 
second-degree murder in exchange 
for his testimony. Letkemann is 
serving a 20- to 30-year sentence. 

A third teen, Isam Ayyash, who 
helped Orlewicz load Sorensen's 
body onto a truck, was granted 
immunity in exchange for his 
testimony. No one else has been 
charged in the case. 
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Kal Aranki pulls a freshly baked pizza from the wood-fired oven. 

T h e h o t t e r t h e b e t t e r 
New pizzeria's wood oven is key for authentic Italian pies 

BY TONY BRUSCATO ( 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

If you order a pizza from 
Pizza Sicily on Ford Road in 
Canton, you'd better be ready 
to eat within minutes of placing 
your order. 

Owner Kal Aranki bakes his 
pizzas in wood ovens with tem­
peratures that can reach 1,200 
degrees. 

"It takes 2)2 minutes, even for 
a large pizza," said Aranki, 39-
"It's so hot in there, but it doesn't 
burn the pizza. It stays nice and 
moist from the inside and on the 
outside there's a nice shell." 

Aranki — who was born in * 
Amman, Jordan, and grew up in 
Warren — opened his first Pizza 
Sicily after moving to Amman. 
Following eight successful years 
in Jordan, he is hoping for the 
same success in Canton, which 
he now calls home. 

"I learned how to make pizza 
in Italy before opening my piz­
zeria in Amman for eight years," 
Aranki said. 

Aranki said he goes through 
nearly 200 pounds of wood a 
day to feed the oven. 

"We use hardwood like cherry, 
oak and lemon," he said. "It gives 
you the most heat. The hotter 

Pizza Sicily owner Kal'Aranki hand-
tosses his made from scratch pizza 
dough. 

the oven the better the pizza. 
"We don't"use any pans, so you 

eliminate the grease," Aranki 
added. "And the bottom and top 
of the pizza will cook simulta­
neously in the wood oven. In a 
regular oven, the pan has to heat 
first before the pizza starts cook­
ing on the bottom, while the top 
is already being cooked." 

The dough is made from 
scratch daily, while fresh tomatoes 
are used to make the sauce. And 
Aranki makes his own hot sauce, 
with the emphasis on "hot." 

Aranki's sister, Emme Saadeh 

PIZZA SICILY 
Where; 42126 Ford Road 
Hours: 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

' Monday-Saturday; 3-10 p.m. 
Sunday 

Phone: (734) 981-1300 

of St. Paul, Minn., has been vis­
iting the past week. 

"I don't even eat pizza, but I 
love Kal's pizza," Saadeh said. 
"There's just enough tomato 
flavor, it's not overwhelming, 
and the crust is just the right 
thickness." 

Pizza Sicily also serves Italian 
sausage, lasagna, Buffalo wings, 
hamburgers, gyros and des­
serts. It's open from 11:30 a.m. 
to id p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and 3-10 p.m. Sunday. 

Aranki has owned his own 
service station and worked con­
struction. But from the smile 
on his face, it's easy to see that 
making pizzas is his love. 

"I like when people come in and 
say the pizza is excellent," Aranki 
said. Tve had people go home with 
their pizza and within a half hour 
call me back and say, If s unbeliev­
able.' I've even had Italians come 
here and say it's the same pizza 
they had while in Italy." 

family, 

Beloved teacher 
succumbs to 
breast cancer 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Angie Lipford loved her three sons — 
Matthew, 23, David, 21, and Daniel, 17 
friends and life. 

But what really kept her going the past five 
years while battling breast cancer was her spe­
cial education students at Discovery Middle 
School. 

Lipford never complained about the deadly dis­
ease which buried itself in her bones and liver. Not 
even Saturday morning, when she passed away at 
the age of 47 with her family at her bedside. 

"No one will ever know how much she suf­
fered because she was just so darn independent 
in that way," David Lipford, of Canton, said at his 
mother's memorial Tuesday at Schrader-Howell 
Funeral Home in Plymouth. "I only knew positive 
times with her. She would come home and talk to 
me with such a huge smile on her face about what 
happened that day in class. It made me so happy 
that she found something so meaningful to her." 

Angie Lipford always wanted to be more than 
just her students' teacher. She wanted them to 
know they really mattered and wanted to do 
whatever she could for them. That's how Janelle 
Hansen of Canton remembers Angie Lipford. 

"She was a great lady who always went above 
and beyond, which didn't stop at the classroom," 
said Hansen, whose son Drew, 18, had Lipford 
while a middle school student. "Several times 
she would come to outside activities, like Special 
Olympics, to encourage him. When Drew took 
therapeutic horseback riding, she came and 
took pictures, put them into a book and wrote a 
story about what he did to help him process and 
understand the whole event. She was incredible." 

Lipford found her niche late in life, getting her 
degree from Eastern Michigan University in 2001. 
She immediately began teaching at Discovery. 

Please see TEACHER, A3 

Angie Lipford with sons Matthew, David and Daniel. 
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Committee appointments 
Local state Reps. Dian 

Slavens, D-Canton, and Marc 
Corriveau, D-Northville, 
were tapped for key House 
committee positions. Slavens 
will serve as vice chair of the 
House Senior Health, Security 
and Retirement Committee 
and Corriveau will serve as 
chair of the House Health 
Policy Committee. 

"I am eager, to put my back­
ground in the health care field 
to good use for the people of 
Michigan," said Slavens, who 
worked as a respiratory thera­
pist at Henry Ford Hospital 
before joining the House. "I've 
seen firsthand the damage 
that is done when our seniors 
— some of our most vulnerable 
residents — don't have access 
to quality health care. I will 
work to fix what is broken to 
make sure that our seniors 
can enjoy their retirement 
in peace, security and good 
health." 

Slavens also was appointed 
to the Ethics and Elections 
Committee, Families 
and Children's Services 
Committee, and Healthy 
Policy Committee. 

In addition to serving as 
chair of the House Health 
Policy Committee, Corriveau 
also was appointed to the 
Education Committee, 
Government Operations 
Committee and Judiciary 
Committee. 

"During my first term 
I worked on getting the 
groundwork laid for health 
care reform, and I am look­
ing forward to building on % 

what we began," Corriveau 
said. "We need real reform for 
Michigan's health care system 
- not band aids that will do 
nothing more than cover up 
the serious problems we're 
facing. We're going to hit the 
ground running to make sure 
we bring about the change we 
need to get Michigan's health 
care system back on track." 

Slavens is inviting residents 
to join her at her first coffee 
hour to enjoy a cup of cof­
fee and share their ideas and 
concerns. The coffee hour is 
set for Monday, Feb. 2, from 
9:30-10:30 a.m. at the Canton 
Public Library, 1200 S. Canton 
Center Road. Slavens is the 
new State Representative for 
the 21st House District, which 
covers Canton Township, 

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO 
CUDDLE AT NIGHT? 

Happy Hounds 
now offers •••• 

i " S w e e t D r e a m s 
at 

Caae-Free 
Overnight Boarding! 
Your dog will have all the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
including sleeping on the bed with our 
trained and loving staff member! 

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes 
Visit our website lor details 

(̂ Happy Hounds!' 

Bosox 
If you are at work, on vacation, 

or traveling for business, we are at work 
caring for your loyal friend & companion 

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams! 

734-459-DOGS 
673 South Main St. • Plymouth, Ml 481701 

www.happyhoundsdaycare.com 

"A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!11 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
INVITATION TO BID 

NOTICE IS H E R E B Y GIVEN that the Charter Township of 
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed 
bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, February 
12, 2009 for the following: 

ASPHALT PAVING REPLACEMENT FLODIN PARK TENNIS 
AND BASKETBALL COURTS 

Bids may be picked up at the Finance and Budget Department, on 
our website at www.canton-mi.org , or you may contact Mike 
Sheppard at: 734/394-5225. All bids must be submitted in a .sealed 
envelope clearly marked with the proposal name, company name, 
address and telephone number and date and time of bid opening. 
The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all 
proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, aex, religion, age or disability in employment 
or the provision of services. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK 
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Van Buren Township and 
Belleville. 

Outdoor ice rink 
Canton's Flodin Park now 

has an outdoor 40 foot by 40 
foot ice rink for skating. There 
is no charge to access this out­
door rink, which is currently 
available as weather permits 
daily from sun up until sun 
down on the south east corner 
of the park, which is located 
on Saltz Road, between 
Morton Taylor and Sheldon. 
The ice will also be refreshed 
as weather permits. 

For more information on 
Flodin Park and any of its 
amenities, including this sea­
sonal ice rink, call Canton 
Parks Office at (734) 394-5310 
or visit leisure.canton-mi.org. 

Canton Newcomers 
Interested in meeting 

your neighbors and getting 
involved with various inter­
est groups? If so, the Canton 
Newcomers might just be for 
you. No matter how long you 
have liyed in the Canton area 
- you are invited to join. The 
Newcomers are a social, civic 
and charitable organization 
designed to acquaint area 
residents with other local resi­
dents and the Canton commu­
nity. All are welcome to join. 

The group's next monthly 
adult general meeting will 
be held at 7:15, Feb. 4, at the 
Sunflower Clubhouse (45800 
Hanford, west of Canton 
Center). The evening will 
include socializing, neighbor 
introductions, sign ups for our 
more than 20 interest group 
activities (Playgroups, Bunco, 
Scrapbooking, Book Club, 
Men's Poker Night, Couples 
Social and more), and a raffle 
to benefit a local non-profit in 
need. 

The meeting will include 
dinner and a special local 
speaker. If you would like 
more information, or receive 
a complementary copy of the 
group's newsletter, please visit 
www.cantonnewcomers.org or 
call Melanie at (734) 207-3341. 

St. Michael open house 
St. Michael Christian School 

is hosting an open house on 
Thursday, Feb. 19, from 6:30-
8 p.m. The school offers 3 
year old preschool through 
sixth grade classes including 
all day kindergarten and half 
day Young Fives. St. Michael 
Christian School provides a 
Christ-centered education 
using the Holy Bible, the 
Concordia Publishing House 
study series, and a weekly 
Chapel Service led by the pas­
toral staff. 

St. Michael Christian School 
is located at 7000 N. Sheldon 
Road in Canton. For more 
information, call (734) 459-
9720, or visit their Web site at 
vvww.stmichael-church.org. 

Salem football alumni 
If you ever played football 

for Salem High School, a 

Swing City Big Band to release CD 
The Swing City Big Band, which is comprised of local musicians, will be 
hosting a CD release party from 7-11 p.m., Feb. 4 at the Cherry Martini, 
50296 Cherry Hill Road. Live music will be performed from 7:30-8:30 
p.m. There is no cover charge, and there will be drink specials all night. 
Comprised of professional musicians from all over the metro area, this 18-
piece performance band specializes in dance music of alf styles, including 
big band and salsa. To RSVP via e-mail to be put on the VIP guess list and 
receive a free CD, e-mail jim@swingcitybigband.com. For more information, 
visit swingcitybigband.com. 

grourj of alumni would love 
to hear from you. The Salem 
Linebackers Booster Club will 
be hosting a dinner (date and 
time to be determined) with 
all Salem alumni invited. They 
would like to know your name, 
year graduated, phone num­
ber, address and e-mail. 

ETmail or call Don Turner at 
(734) 812-0504 or dturner© 
longwaIkpartners.com. 

The Salem Linebackers 
Booster Club is also assem­
bling a team of former, current 
and future high school band 
members from any school to 
play at Salem Rocks home 
(and possibly away) games. 
This is open to anyone who 
can play an instrument and 
would be interested in joining 
the group in the stands at the , 
Salem Rocks football games. 
No marching required. For 
more information, contact 
Don Turner at (734) 812-0504 
or dturner@longwalkpart-
ners.com. 

Canton's Home Expo 
Canton's annual Home 

Improvement Expo will be 
held Saturday, March % from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, 
March 8, from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at Canton's Summit on 
the Park. 

This year's Expo many 
home improvement-related 
businesses, including interior 
decorating, landscaping, floor­
ing, plumbing, kitchen repairs, 
and deck companies, as well as 
home financing businesses. 
' How-to workshops will be 

held all weekend on a variety 
of topics from landscaping to 
installing brick pavers, crown 
moldings and ceramic tile and 
15 minute mini-workshops, 
targeted to home owners, 
homeowner associations and 
businesses, will also be held on 
a wide range of topics includ­
ing detention pond mainte­

nance, home security, safety 
tips, property standards, and 
tree and landscaping mainte­
nance. The mini-workshops 
will be held in the Parkview 
Room and a full list of topics 
and start times will be made 
available to all Expo attendees. 

A hands-on children's, proj­
ect center will be available for 
kids of all ages to construct 
projects made from wood 
donated by Home Depot. 
A special guest appearance 
will be made by Murray 
Gula, host of Murray Gula's 
Home Improvement Team 
on WXYZ-TV Detroit and 
Joe Gagnon "The Appliance 
Doctor" will be broadcasting 
his 1600 WAAM talk radio 
program live from the Expo. 
Multiple raffles will also be 
held throughout the weekend 
and refreshments will be avail­
able during the entire event. 

To view a complete list of the 
i vendors, obtain the Expo lay­

out, and download workshop 
and mini-workshop schedules 
visit www.canton-mi.org/ 
homeexpo.aspx. The Expo 
is free of charge and hosted 
by Canton's Building and 
Inspection Services Division, 
the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Observer 
and Eccentric Newspapers. 
For more information please 
call Canton's Building and 
Inspection Services Division 
at (734) 394-5200. 

Arts and crafts 
exhibitors wanted 

The Plymouth-Canton 
Music Boosters (PCMB) is 
hosting its Annual Spring 
Arts and Crafts Ensemble 
on Saturday, March 14. 
Exhibitors who hand-craft 
their own items are invited 
to submit an application to 
exhibit at the fund-raising 
event to be held at Plymouth 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township'of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 394-5260 
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High School in Canton. The 
juried art event is produced 
twice each year by the PCMB 
to help support the band and 
color guard programs at the 
Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park. 

Artists and crafters who 
are interested in applying for 
consideration to exhibit should 
visit www.pcmb.net/artcraft to 
download an application and 
submit with photos by early 
February or contact Carol 
Rosati at (734) 455-0714. Only 
100 exhibitors will be permit­
ted to exhibit at this artistic 
event. Over the last four years, 
more than 6,000 attendees 
have visited the PCMB Arts & 
Craft Ensembles. 

"The Arts & Craft 
Ensembles are two of the most 
successful fund-raisers we 
host each year," stated Dennis 
Carnevale, president of the 
2009 Plymouth-Canton Music 
Boosters. "The money raised 
helps the concert and march­
ing bands, color guard and 
percussion programs that pro­
vide students with a one of a 
kind arts experience. Our craft 
shows have built a reputation 
for being some of the best run 
arts and craft events in the 
area." 

For more information, visit 
www.pcmb.net. 

Divorce support group 
DivorceCare, a divorce 

recovery seminar and sup­
port group meets at Calvary 
Baptist Church (43065 
Joy Road, Canton) each 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. Child 
care and children minis­
tries programs are provided. 
DivorceCare features nation­
ally recognized experts on 
divorce and recovery topics. 
Seminar sessions include 
"Facing My Anger," "Facing 
My Loneliness," "Depression," 
"New Relationships " 
"KidCare" and "Forgiveness," 

This is a safe place where 
confidentiality is required. If 
you are divorced, separated, or 
considering either, this could 
be a good fit for you. 

For more information, call 
Tony and Jean Laughter at 
(734) 981-1767. 

'Hilarity for Charity' 
The homeless fund-raiser 

"Hilarity for Charity" will 
take place at 7 p.m., Feb. 
6, at the Village Theater in 
Canton. The event will fea­
ture appetizers, a cash bar, 
two stand up comedians, 
and a premier for a short 
comedic film. It is a fam­
ily friendly night with 100 
percent of ticket sales going 
straight to benefit the home­
less of downtown Detroit. 
Tickets are $25 for a student 
and $40 for everyone else. 
If interested tickets can be 
purchased by calling (248)-
473-2000 from 8 a>.m. to 5 
p.m. or through the Summit 
on the Park by calling (734)-
394-5460. Cash, Visa, and 
MasterCard are all accepted. 

— 4 

PUBLIC AUCTION 

Notice is hereby given that on Monday, February 16, 2008 <§> NOON. 
TATE & CO. Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Extra Space 
Storage, will be offering for sale under the judicial Hen process, by 
public auction, the following storage units. The goods to be sold are 
generally described as household goods. The terms of the sale will be 
cash only. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any and 
all bids. The sale will be at the following location: Extra Space 
Storage, 6729 N. Canton Center Rd., Canton, MI 48187 @ NOON. 

Todd, Edna J345 10x10 Gas stove & range, Washer, 
Dryer, Professional grade 
Recording & Sound Mixer, 
Wheel barrow, 7+ boxes of 
misc. goods, child walker, 
high chair, and crate with 
misc. toys. 

Kearney, Julie F229 5x10 Curio cabinet, 8 ft. aluminum 
"a-frame" ladder, 4+ totes, 5+ 
misc. boxes of paint and 
other household goods. 

Smith, Dennis C73 5x5 Standing dolly, skill saw, 2 
ladders, misc. boxes & totes, 
many misc. tools. 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
INVITATION TO BID 

NOTICE IS H E R E B Y GIVEN that the Charter Township of 
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed 
bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, February 
12,2009 for the following: 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S T R E E / L A N D S C A P E 
M A I N T E N A N C E P R O J E C T S 

Bids may be picked up at the Finance and Budget Department, on 
our website at www.canton-mi.org. or you may contact Mike 
Sheppard at: 734/394-5225. All bids must be submitted in a sealed 
envelope clearly marked with the proposal name, company name, 
address and telephone number and date and time of bid opening. 
The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all 
proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment 
or the provision of services. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

NOTICE IS H E R E B Y GIVEN that the Charter .Township of 
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S., Canton, Michigan will accept 
sealed proposals at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, 
February 12, 2009 for the following: 

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
PUBLIC SAFETY 

CELL BLOCK RENOVATIONS 

Proposals may be picked up at the Finance and Budget 
Department, on our website at www.canton-mi .org, or you may 
contact Mike Sheppard at 734/394-5225. Al l proposals must be 
submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the proposal 
name, company name, address and telephone number a"nd date and 
time of opening. The Township reserves the right to accept or reject 
any or all proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, celor, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in 
employment or the provision of services. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK 

Publish: January 29,2009 

FREE DESIGN* COST EFFECTIVE CONSTRUCTION A D I Maltese 
*with all qualifying projects - ask if your project qualifies - 734-737-0500 L//>-?"- d ' Y ' / r t { % 
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The Canton Police Department is requesting the help of the public in 
identifying these two women seen in a surveillance video using a stolen 
credit card to purchase items at Wal-Mart in Canton on Jan. 12. 

Police trying to track 
down credit card bandits 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Canton Township police 
are trying to determine the 
identities of two women who 
reportedly used a credit card 
stolen from a purse Jan. 12 at 
Gallimore Elementary School. 

The pair reportedly used the 
credit card on the same day to 
purchase items at Wal-Mart in 
Canton. 

"We're working closely with 
the schools to try and iden­
tify them," said Sgt. Debra 
Newsome. "As far as we can 
tell they aren't employees of 
the school district." 

Plymouth-Canton Schools 
Director of Community 
Relations Frank Ruggirello , 
said police are investigat­
ing the theft of credit cards 
and money from four schools 
in the district - includ­
ing Allen Elementary and 
Pioneer Middle School in 

FROM PAGE At 

''She loved her kids, and indi­
vidualized her teaching as much 
as she could to get them to be as 
good as they could," Discovery 
Principal Roche LaVictor said. 
"She never complained about 
her cancer. She was a pillar of 
strength around here." 

Even after she was diagnosed 
with cancer, Angie Lipford 
participated in a couple of 60-
mile breast cancer walks. 

"When you have cancer, you 
are angry, and this is a way you 
can tight back," Lipford said in 
2007- "After the initial shock, you 
realize you have to fight this, and 
walking in the 3-Day is therapeu­
tic. I'm scared to death, but you 
pray a lot and have to have hope." 

Lipford taught until the 
Christmas break and used 
much of her remaining time 
with her mother and three sons. 

Mary Mason of Canton was 
a student teacher with Lipford 
for 1¾ years and planned a 
bowling fund-raiser for 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 17, at the Super 
Bowl in Canton to help raise 
money for Lipford. Mason says 
the event will go on, with pro­
ceeds going to help her sons, 
who lived with her. 

"She was a strong advocate 
for her kids" Mason said. "It 
wasn't about her, it was about 
what she could do to make 
them successful in life." 

Plymouth Township and Smith 
Elementary in Plymouth - all 
possibly on the same day. 

"We try to keep an eye on 
everyone who comes into the 
building, but it becomes very 
difficult during arrival and 
dismissal times," Ruggirello 
said. "We always remind staff 
to keep their personal belong­
ings locked up." 

Anyone with information 
on the suspects' identity is 
asked to call the Canton Police 
Department at ¢734) 394-5400. 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com I (313) Z2Z-2637 

BY S U E MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The contract dispute involv­
ing the Wayne-Westland 
school board and the 
Wayne-Westland Education 
Association could come to 
a close by next week, if both 
sides ratify an agreement 
hammered during fact-find­
ing. 

In an e-mail sent late 
last week, the Michigan 
Employment Relations 
Commission announced 
that "as the result of intense 
negotiations, the parties have 
arrived at a proposal that will 
be voted on shortly by the 
Wayne-Westland Board of 
Education and members of the 
Wayne-Westland Education 
Association. If ratified, it will 
settle the current contract, 
dispute." 
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Because of a gag order 
imposed by an administrative 
law judge in October at the 
start of expedited fact-find­
ing, the two sides declined 
to comment on the pro­
posed settlement agreement. 
According to the MERC state­
ment, "more information will 
be available once the proposal 
has been ratified by the par­
ties." 

"We are still covered under 
the interim agreement and 
no information will be avail­
able until after the (school) 
board ratifies," noted Evelyn 
Baran, Michigan Education 
Association UniServe director 
fortheWWEA. 

Likewise, Wayne-Westland 
School Superintendent Greg 
Baracy would only say that the 
proposed settlement agree­
ment "must be ratified by both 
sides." 

"Once it's ratified by both 
sides, the contract will come 
into effect," he said. 

The Observer has learned 
that union members were told -
about the proposed settle­
ment agreement at a meeting 
Monday evening and that a 
ratification vote will take place 
later this week. 

Baracy said a special school 
board meeting will be called 
for early next week for the 
school board to vote, if union 
members approve the agree­
ment. 

Approval of the proposed 
agreement would bring to 
an end a contentious nego­
tiating process that saw 
schools closed for four days 
in October while teachers 
walked the picket line. The 
strike was the first one out­
side of the city of Detroit since 
1994. 

The illegal strike prompted 
the school board to vote to 
draw up procedures for disci­
plining the striking teachers, 
a move that, angered parents 
sympathetic to the union's 
call for smaller class sizes. As 
a result, a recall effort, led 
by Wayne resident Shawnn 
Maxwell, was launched 
against two board members, 
Martha Pitsenbarger and Skip 
Monit. 

The district also has had 
to adjust the school calendar 
to make up the four days lost 
because of the strike. The 
mid-winter recess in February, 
normally one-week long, has 
been shortened to two days, 
Feb. 16-17, and two half days at 
the end of the school year have 
been changed to full days of 
school. 
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Todavl 

SPECIAL WRITER' 

If you're ready to try a new 
look for the new year, don't 
forget about your eyes. A new 
pair of glasses can offer you 
a quick style upgrade while 
improving your vision. 

This year, rectangu­
lar frames are big, with 
designs around the temples 
for women and a heavier, 
European look for men, 
according to Lisa Dubuis of 
Henry Ford OptirnEyes in 
South Lyon (pictured above). 

A popular new line of 
frames for men is the Randy-
Jackson collection, designed 
by the "American Idol" judge 
for which it was named. 

"That's the latest one that 
we just got in," Dubuis said. 

The list of popular women's 
brands reads like an invento­
ry of designer handbags, with 
names like Juicy Couture, 
Valentino, Bebe, BCBG and 
Kate Spade. 

Dubuis expects the big 
styles now will stay popular 
for a while — "at least a cou­
ple of years," she said. 

Of course, it's also impor­
tant to take into account 
what will look good with your 

facial shape. Dubuis said a 
good rule of thumb is to look 
at frames opposite the shape 
of your face. A person with 
a round face, for example, 
would best be able to pull off 
rectangular frames. 

Also remember to take 
skin tone and facial size into 
account when selecting new 
glasses. You don't want to pick 
a frame in a color that will 
wash you out or in a size that 
will look too big or too small. 

If you can't figure out what 
looks best on you, just ask. 
Dubuis and other employees 
are there to help. ; 

While you're thinking about 
new glasses, don't forget to 

sun with a new pair of sun­
glasses. As well as looking 
stylish, sunglasses also shield 
eyes from harmful UV rays. 

Exposure to UV rays from 
sunlight has been associated 
with the development of cata­
racts and age-related macular 
degeneration. 

This year, bigger is defi­
nitely better when it comes 
to stylish frames, especially 

of over-sized, plastic frames 
both in stores and out on the 
street. 

K U 

exercise prescript!* 

ADVERTORIAL COORDINATOR 

Cardiovascular diseases, 
including stroke, are the 
nation's No. 1 killer, accord­
ing to the American Heart 
Association. 

Annually, more than 
500,000 patients are admitted 
to emergency rooms suffering 
from heart attacks nationwide. 

When the time comes for 
immediate treatment, Garden 
City Hospital's Emergency 
Services staff is standing by, 
trained in effective treatment 
methods that can save your 
life. 

Current procedures involves 
opening up a blocked coronary 
artery with a balloon-tipped 
catheter and should be per­
formed in 90 minutes. Today, 
only 32 percent of patients 
are treated effectively within 
that timeframe, the American 
Heart Association reports. 

Garden City Hospital's 
emergency department 
acknowledged this reality and 
purchased a new telehealth 
system, CAREpoint EMS 
Workstation with Rosetta ™ 
Lt 12-Lead ECG capability -
high-end equipment to expe­
dite the diagnosis and treat­
ment of heart attacks before a' 
patient even reaches the hos­
pital doors. The hospital will 
introduce this equipment to its 
patients Feb. 2. 

"This technology will allow 
us to bridge the gap from when 

a patient is in the ambulance 
to when they enter the emer­
gency department," said Barb 
Coldren, Emergency Services 
Director. "The pre-hospital 12-
Lead ECG data sent from EMS 
will help the physicians within 
the emergency department 
determine the best treatment 
path for the patient while en 
route to the hospital, therefore 
decreasing door-to-balloon 
time, and ultimately mortal­
ity." 

When EMS responds to 
an individual experiencing 
chest pain, they will now have 
the Rosetta 12-Lead ECG to 
transmit patient information 
instantly to the CAREpoint 
EMS workstation housed in 
Garden City Hospital's emer- . 
gency department. While 
in the ambulance, patients 
will be hooked up with ECG 
leads and live, streaming ECG 
transmissions will be sent 
directly to the hospital. This 

will allow physicians to con­
firm a heart attack diagnosis 
and ready the cath lab prior to 
the patient arriving. 

"We believe that this system 
will change the way patients 
view emergency care," Coldren 
said. "Patients are used to 
receiving care when they enter 
the emergency room. This 
technology will allow emer­
gency physicians to begin car­
ing for them, before they even 
meet." 

Make it a point to maintain 
a healthy heart, with smart 
nutrition choices, good fitness 
habits and regular medical 
check-ups this year and the 
next. * 

If you're in need of treat­
ment and don't know where to 
begin, Garden City Hospital 
offers a range of non-inva- < 
sive and invasive procedures, 
where expert staff is on-hand 
to assess your needs and pro­
vide you the utmost in special­

ized care. 
The hospital features a 

state-of-the-art Cardiac 
Catheterization Lab for iw&-
sive procedures, including 
placement of pacemakers, 
implantable loop recorders 
(ILR) and implantable cardiac 
defibrillators (ICD) and car­
dioversion. 

Non-invasive tests — includ­
ing electrocardiogram (ECG), 
a variety of stress testing 
options, echocardiogram, 
transesophageal echocardio­
gram (TEE) and tilt table test 
— are performed every day on 
patients from across Metro 
Detroit. 

Health education is just as 
important as seeking treat­
ment for those with heart 
needs. The American Heart 
Association recently reported 
that heart failure patients who 
participated in exercise train­
ing quickly improved their 
quality of life. 

Today, healthcare is more 
expensive than ever, mak­
ing it more difficult to stay 
healthy. 
But don't sacrifice your well­
ness because you're worried 
about the b i l l s - c h e c k out 
the Community Assistance 
Pricing program at Garden 
City Hospital's emergency 
department, soyou don't 
have to chose between your 
family's health and your 
budget. 
If you pay the same day 
you're treated, Garden City 
Hospital will "cap" your 

emergency department • 
charge at $300 - no matter 
what emergency services 
you receive or tests and pro­
cedures you have. 
The result is hundreds of 
dollars in savings on each 
emergency visit. . 
During tough economic 
times, many people decide to 
put off procedures because 
they can't afford them, 
hurting the health of our 
economy. 
Delaying a medical exam or 
screening could be danger­
ous - it could even cost you 

your life. 
Garden City Hospital 
invented the CAP program 
so you don't have to choose 
between your health and 
other necessities. 
You may qualify to save 40-
80 percent on many medical 
services and procedures. 
There are two ways to par­
ticipate in this program; 
•.Pay in advance of your 
appointment, or. 
* Pay at the time services are 
provided 
To find out if you qualify, cali 
877-717-WELL 

BY MIKE H06AN 
SPECIAL WRITER 

Most New Years resolutions 
have something to do with 
looking or feeling better, but 
it can be hard to know where 
to start. 

Local dentists think good 
health starts with the mouth. 

Visiting your dentist can 
have a great impact on both 
your health and your appear­
ance. 

Looking to improve your 
smile? Teeth whitening is now 
so commonplace that whit­
ening kits of all prices and 
varieties can be found local 
supermarkets. 

But for a more professional 
look, cosmetic dentists offer 
more effective ways to bright­
en smiles. 

Df\ John Halmaghi in 
Southfieid is fully certified 
in whitening techniques, like 
BriteSmile. 

"It can last up to two years, 
assuming (the patient) takes 
care of their teeth," Halmaghi 
said. 

Halmaghi applies a pain­
less, light-sensitive gel to the 
teeth. He then uses a special 
BriteSmile light to activate the 
gel. The whole process takes 
just over an hour. A patient 
can even have the process 
completed on the same day 
as a consult. After a few fol­
low-up processes at home, a . 
patient can see results within 
a few weeks. 

But how white is too white? 
"If your teeth are transpar­

ent, you've gone too far," said 
Dr. Richard S. Bernstein, 
Farmington Hills. 

Bernstein is an expert in the 
business of designing smiles. 
Bernstein believes each smile 
should be as unique as the per­
son using it. 

"One size does not fit all," 
Bernstein said. "I follow cer­
tain principles that will bring 
a more pleasing nature. It's an 
art when you're doing this." 

Bernstein is a member of 
the American Society for 
Dental Aesthetics, an organi­
zation built around the idea 

n t . . V . . w 

At-home whitening kits are 
cosmetic dentistry processes are 

that teeth should not only be 
healthy, but they should also 
be pleasing to the eye. He is 
the only member who operates 
in Michigan. 

Designing a smile usually 
involves shaping the teeth to 
help them have a proportional 
nature. In addition to shaping 
and using veneers, Bernstein 
also provides Invisalign, the 
popular, nearly invisible alter­
native to braces. 

Invisalign uses a series of 
molds that are replaced every 
two weeks. The molds are 
expertly made of acrylic and 
use pressure points to quickly 
and painlessly set teeth 
straight. Best of all, Invisalign 
molds are virtually unnotice-

Visiting the dentist isn't just 

PHOTO BY-MIKE HOGAN 

almost supermarkets, but 
more effective. 

about how you look, as many 
dentists lijce Bernstein will say. 
A regular checkup can keep 
the whole body healthy, just by 
preventing the growth of gum 
disease. Bacteria from gum 
disease can easily travel into 
the rest of your body. 

"Once you have gum dis­
ease, you never get rid of it," 
Bernstein warned. 

"You can only maintain it." 
Children as early'as age 

seven should be seen by an 
orthodontist to evaluate if 
changes in the child's skeletal 
(jaw) pattern are needed, 
the American Association of 
Orthodontics recommends. 

Between improving your 
appearance and your health, 
a new you is just one dentist 
appointment away. 

http://www.hometownlife.com
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Reverse mortgage may help some seniors meet expenses 
No one segment of society is 

immune to the current eco­
nomic turmoil. However, one 

population more affected than others 
is senior citizens. 

Seniors are always one of the most 
vulnerable because they typically do 
not have many options. For example, 
for seniors who are retired, it is very 
difficult to get back into the workforce. 

One option they do have is a 
reverse mortgage which are gener­
ally for people 62 years and older. A 
revetse mortgage allows one to use 
the equity in his/her home during 
their lifetime. Reverse mortgages'are 
not for everyone, however, they do 

provide opportunities 
for seniors in certain 
situations. 

It is important to 
understand the terms 
of a reverse mort-

| gage. In atypical 
case, the homeowner 
receives a set amount 
of money from the 
mortgage company. 
The money can be 
used to pay off a 

mortgage on the existing property or 
to cover living expenses. 

The bottom line is the customer 
(senior citizen) decides how to use the 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

money. 
The reverse mortgage has an inter­

est factor but unlike a traditional 
mortgage there is no monthly pay­
ment. The reverse mortgage is due 
either upon death of husband and 
wife or upon sale. What's nice about a 
reverse mortgage is there is no liabil­
ity for your loved one, If, upon your 
death the reverse mortgage balance is 
greater than the value of your home, 
the mortgage company can take the 
home. It cannot seek payments from 
your loved ones. If the reverse mort­
gage is worth less than the property, 
the house could be sold, the reverse 
mortgage paid off, and the balance 

paid to the beneficiaries. 
The key to remember about a 

reverse mortgage is that during your 
lifetime you can stay in your house 
for as long as you want and you do 
not have to make any payments. 

During the boom in the real estate 
market, many people were using 
reverse mortgages to buy second 
homes, take vacations, or even pay 
for a grandchild's college. In today's 
economy, reverse mortgages are most 
often used to provide a cash flow for 
seniors so they can continue to main­
tain their lifestyle. 

In today's market of falling real 
estate prices, the value of a reverse 

mortgage is not as great as it used to 
be. However, it still can be an effec­
tive vehicle to help seniors cover liv­
ing expenses. 

Reverse mortgages have fees so it's 
important to shop around. Take the 
time to understand the terms and 
how it works. An informed decision 
will guarantee you do the right thing. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser. 
Observer & Eccentric readers can submit 
questions at moneymatters@hometownlife. 
com. For more information, visit Rick's Web 
site atwww.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m. Sundays on; 
WDTK1400 AM. 

Even maligned squirrels have their place in nature 
Every now and then some­

one writes a request for 
a master plan on how to 

banish squirrels from.their 
suburban yard. Others are, 
more extreme, "I wish I could 
kill them," behaving as if 
squirrels that express their 
acrobatic antics at bird feed­
ers have morphed into saber-
toothed beasts. 

Something puzzles me. The 
squirrels that are the subject of 
that disproportionate anguish 
and anger are not red squir­
rels, those energized hyperac­
tive rodents that chew holes in 
roof eves and host wild-winter, 
pitter-pattering, nut-gnawing 
chit-chattering all night attic 

parties. The 
offenders are 
almost always 
black squir­
rels, which are 
actually gray 
squirrels. 

Confused? 
Take a 

breath, grab 
that coffee and 
settle back 
.down for a 
winter's morn­
ing ramble on 

squirrels in our county: OAK-
land. And I hope you noticed 
the emphasis on OAK in 
Oakland. Oaks mean acorns. 
Acorns means squirrels. And 

Nature's Way 

Jonathan 
Schechter 

the survival instincts and 
learned behavior of squirrels 
have made them masters of 
their art: 

Raiding easy pickings at bird 
feeders. Darwin would look 
back and smile. And I could end 
this ramble here and simply say, 
"Accept squirrels!" I won't. 

Gray squirrels are generally 
a silvery gray color, and are the 
squirrels that the Red Coats 
noted in the lofty tree tops as 
they marched on the rebel­
lious colonists. All sides in the 
Revolutionary War feasted 
on squirrel stew. My neighbor 
still does. Gray squirrels have 
a strong preference for oak 
forest and dense woods. The 

"black squirrel" is simply a 
melanistic phase of the gray. 

Red squirrels are small, 
but larger than a chipmunk. 
These vocal squirrels chatter 
warnings of danger and have a 
preference for pine cones and 
other conifer cones. With a 
reddish back and a white belly 
and their mastery at tunneling 
through snow arid lightning 
fast grab and stash feeder hits 
they are a pleasure to watch. 

Time for me to scatter sun­
flower seeds, nuts and apple 
cores. And, if birds want to 
visit my feeder that welcomes 
all, that's just fine with me. 
Birds have to accept the social 
interspecies hierarchy of 

manipulated ways in our not 
so wild kingdom of squirrels. 
And fresh coyote tracks near 
the feeder remind me coyotes 
love all gluttonous feeder-
addicted squirrel species as a 

winter day's entree. Perhaps 
they taste like furry chicken. 

Jonathan Schechter writes 
on nature's way. Contact him at 
0aknature@aol.com. 
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Blinds: 3 5 minutes 
Starting Chips: 7,000 

Where: Merri-Bowl Lanes 
30950 Five Mile Road • Livonia, Ml 48154 

Hours: Thursdays & Fridays 5 pm-2 am 
Saturdays^ Sundays 2 pm-2 am 

Tournament registration at ^ 
www.pokeratmerri-bowl.comf 

THINKING ABOUT.. 

F R E E ; £ $ T t M A T E S 
(734)525-1930 

Our 35th Year! 
UNITED TEMPERATURE 

8919MlbWtim*UWNIA 
www.unitedtemperiitureservic6s.com 

R O C K N R O L L 
S P E C T A C U L A R ! 

Memorial & Honor D 
501 St Jude Place 
Memphis, TN 38105 
1.800.873.6983 
www.stjude.org/tributi 

D R I F T E R S 
D I A M O N D S 
R E F L E C T I O N S 
M I T C H R Y D E R 
C O N T O U R S W/SYLVESTER POTTS 

SAT. FEB 2 0 0 9 7 P M 
I D e t r o i t O p e r a H o u s e 

hid? ChildiYTK • • ^ a r a n i i ^ H P H ^ St. Jude Children's 
Research Hospital 

ONE DAY ONLY 
S a t , J a n 31 s t 

1 0 a m - 7 p m 
We are not raising our prices just to offer you 

1/2 off like other stores do! We are looking to move 
merchandise to make room for new shipments. 

Serta, Riverside, Clayton Marcus, 
Lane, England and Vaughn-Bassett 

Absolutely N 0 1 / 2 off sale will be made before Sat., Jan. 3 1 a 10am. 
Sale on in-stock merchandise only. Not Subject to prior sales. 

32104 Plymouth Road • Livonia 

1 7 3 4 - 5 2 5 - 1 7 3 7 

We're not f«ffa shoe store for grandparents.. 
See our line oS fT]JJ f] O Q WOMENS SHOES. 

Made hi the I SV 

Sor the 
ole Samil: " r i C e a shoes t 

Family Owned & Operated • Quality, Selection & Service 

H e r s h e y ' s S h o e s 
G A R D E N C I T Y 

'/ 7 3 4 . 4 2 2 . 1 7 7 1 
2 9 5 2 2 Ford Road 

' 1/2 Block West of Middlebelt (Near K-Mart) 
MJH.F 9:30-8:00; TU,W 9:30-6:00 

SAT 9-6 

H e r s h e y ' s T o o 
C o m f o r t S h o e s 

N O V I 
2 4 8 . 3 4 7 . 7 8 3 a 

4 7 7 5 0 Grand River 
In the West Market Square at Beck Road 

M-SAT 9:30-6 

http://www.hchnetownlife.com
http://atwww.bloomassetmanagement.com
mailto:0aknature@aol.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://www.pokeratmerri-bowl.comf
http://www.unitedtemperiitureservic6s.com
http://www.stjude.org/tributi
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If you are unfortunate enough to have to take a walk 
through the Canton Police Department's cell block area 
(either voluntarily or involuntarily), you w i l l realize very 
quickly that it's not exactly the Ramada Inn. You will 
also realize it's not a very large area for a department that 
is expected to arrest and book more than 4,000 people 
this year. 

According to Canton police officials, the depart­
ment and the community have outgrown the cell block 
area. After a little walk through it, its pretty clear it has 
become insufficient. Cells meant for a handful of people 
have become overcrowded, especially after busy week-

i are 
ays beiore being arraigned or shipped over to the 

Wayne County jail. Oftentimes, detainees are shackled to 
a wall side-by-side in a cramped waiting area before they 
can be booked and processed, because there is such a 
backup. 

It just isn't a safe situation, either for the detainees, or 
the officers and other department employees who work 
in the area. 

The numbers tell the story. In 1985, when the depart­
ment processed 931 arrests, the cell block served its pur­
pose. Last year, however, there were 3,811 arrests, and police 
officials are expecting the number to exceed 4,000 in 2009. 

That's why it makes sense for Canton's elected officials 
to approve a proposed renovation of the cell block area 
at a cost of $754,000. According to police department offi­
cials, the renovation would increase the lock up capacity 
from its current 30 to 56 prisoners. It will also expand the 
booking area where mug shots and fingerprints are done to 
make it safer for employees (and detainees). • 

The cost is also a lot less than the more than $2 million 
expansion project an architect recommended the depart­
ment make to the cell block area. Public Safety Director 
John Santomauro and other police officials.deserve 
credit for shooting down that proposal and recognizing 
our poor economic climate is not a time to initiate major 
spending projects. 

However, the police department (and the township) has 
an obligation to maintain a safe environment for Canton's 
police officers and civilian employees. A cramped and 
crowded cell block, where prisoners are not exactly happy 
or oftentimes even sober, is not a safe environment for 
any employee. It is also not a safe environment for the 
prisoners who are locked up. If something were to hap­
pen to one of them because of the cramped conditions, 
the township could be liable for damages' that far exceed 
the cost of the proposed renovation. 

Canton officials need to find the right funding mecha­
nism, whether through a bond or by using general fund 
dollars, to get this project done. To wait could be much 
more costly, and frankly would be neglecting Canton's 
responsibility to some of its most respected public ser­
vants. 

If you're considering running for. the Wayne-Westland 
Board of Education, you don't have as long as you might 
think to make the decision. 

And if you're not thinking about it, maybe you should. 
The filing deadline is Tuesday, Feb. 10. That gives prospec­
tive board members just 12 days to answer this basic ques­
tion: Do I want to have a role in determining the course of 
our schools? 

Historically, there isn't a whole lot of interest in running 
for the board, particularly by Canton residents who happen 
to reside in the district. More than 2,000 Canton students 
attend Wayne-Westland schools. It would be nice to see 
some Canton representation on the board of education. 
But traditionally, there aren't a lot of candidates. Interest 
in what happens on the board seems to increase when bad 
things happen, like last year's teachers strike. 

And, judging by the annual vote totals, where the last few 
years' turnout has been less than 5 percent, there isn't a lot 
of interest in the school board... period. 

This always baffles us, because perhaps .nowhere in elec­
tive government can an elected official affect more lives 
than on the school board. It's the one body that has control 
over the future of our most important asset, our children. 

And in these tight economic times, the Wayne-Westland 
school board — along with school boards across the state 
— really feces huge challenges, particularly with its budget. 

There's three seats up for grabs this year — those of 
incumbents E d Turner and Steve Becher and the remainder 
of former board member Frederick Weaver's term. Shawna 
Walker is currently filling the position as a board appointee. 

There are a lot of reasons not to run for the school board: 
I don't have the time; it's a big responsibility; I don't know 
anything about running a school district; the dog ate my fil­
ing application. 

There is some truth in those reasons. Yes, it is a fact that 
serving on the school board is more than one meeting a 
month. There are committee meetings, school functions 
and the like that school board members attend. And, yes, 
there will be a learning curve for a newcomer; there is with 
any new job. As for the dog, let's leave Fido out it. 

The truth is, not running is much easier than running. 
However, the one true reason for getting involved trumps 
all excuses for not: You can help determine the future of our 
children. 

Kurt Kuban 
Community Editor 

Hugh Gallagher 

&3 G A N N E T T 

Susan Rosiek 
Executive Editor 

Jeannle Parent 
Senior Director of 
Sales & Marketing 

Our fundamental purposes are tc 
readers, nurture the hometowns 
to the business success of our 

• enhance the lives of our 
we serve and contribute 

I am writing in response to a recent 
editorial published on Jan. 15 ("Board 
misses point"). We cannot compare public 
education employees to private business.. 
This would be like comparing apples and 

It is unheard of in the private busi­
ness to not only expect but to demandits 
employees to continue to take classes and 
pay for them without any help from the 
company. Private businesses who want 
their employees to continue their educa­
tion to improve their work usually offer 
some type of repayment or financial sup­
port. Teachers are required to take classes 
throughout their careers and they are not 
reimbursed for this. They must continue 
taking classes to keep their jobs. This cost 
continues to increase and teachers wish- • 
ing to keep their jobs must pay for this 
with their own money and their own per­
sonal time outside of work. 

Furthermore, teachers pay out of their 
pockets for numerous items from pencils 
and paper to other school supplies which 
are not provided. As the budgets are cut 
and supplies limited, all teachers pay for 
items out of their own pockets to insure 
their students have the best education > • 
that they can provide. I have seen teach­
ers provide school supplies, field trip 
money, lunch money, clothing, money for 
dental and medical bills and many other 
expenses that come up. For this they are 
not compensated. They do this out of the 
goodness of their hearts. I doubt if people 
in the private sector pay for their own 
office supplies to do the basic work they 
are required. 

I've been a teacher for more than 20 
years and have always been frustrated 
that I made significantly less money than 
my friends and family members. I had 
more education and yet made one-third 
to one-fourth of the salaries many of them 
made because they were in the private 
sector. I was working to teach children to 
read, write, and become productive citi­
zens. Is this not an awesome responsibil­
ity?- Is this not worth something of value? 
Teachers make a difference one day and 
one student at a time. 

I disagree with making struggling 
teachers take pay cuts and cuts to their 
benefits. Teachers are already making 
contributions that most people don't even 
realize or appreciate. 

Canton 

As I read and watch the hysterics sur­
rounding the Obama inauguration, I 
suggest all take a step back and re-evalu­
ate the situation. The simple truth is that 
Barack Obama was the No. 1-ranked 
liberal in all of the Senate prior to the 
election. Although Mr. Obama received 
53 percent of the popular vote, close to 60 
million individuals across this great land 
cast their votes in support of Sen. John 
McCain. This is hardly a resounding man-

: m my opinion. 
After only a few days in office, 

President Obama's first actions speak 
volumes. He decided to make a political 
statement regarding closing Guantanamo 
Bay and the treatment of terrorists in 

general. Then he reaffirmed that unborn Please tell me this decision \v 
children will continue to be terminated reconsidered. If not, I'll n 
without regard. er it's worth my time and money1 

Is this the change that 60 million of us my subscription. 

Canton 

A big thank you to all the workers, 
bakers and spaghetti makers and all the 
donators and eaters who were part of the 
spaghetti dinner fund-raiser .of the fam­
ily of David Jacobs, who passed away in 
December after succumbing to cancer. 
Other than one spaghetti plate hitting the 
floor everything went better than anyone 
of us could have hoped. As we talk about 
the problems in the world, the event was 
a great testimony to people gathering 
and working together to help someone. 
As David's family served the lunch, they 
were overwhelmed with the community 
support and the support of their church 
groups and friends. 

Our area business people, local resi­
dents, friends of friends, many parishio­
ners from St. Thomas a Becket, St. John 
Neumann and Roc Church and the caring 
people who did not even know the fam­
ily who came out to show their support. 
Everyone's efforts brought in $11,000 
with over 1,000 people attending the ben­
efit. Now that is a lot of pasta! 

There is no way the Jacob family will 
be able to thank you all individually, but 
their gratitude is very apparent. They are 
thankful for your generosity but most of 
all for your support and your friendship. 

lymouth 

And the winner of the "no class" award 
goes to... His Majesty... the messiah ... 

are 

I don't know if it was more amusing 
or pathetic that in a discussion of the . 
attempt of the Plymouth- Canton Schools 
to balance its budget, that teacher salaries 
were described as a "touchy subject," 

Given that it is difficult, at best, to get 
elected to the school board without the 
endorsement of the teacher's union, I 
guess it is not surprising that the subject 
is "touchy." I am confident that teacher 
salaries and benefits are the single biggest 
expense in the budget. 

Good luck addressing a $7 million defi­
cit if your single biggest expense is virtu­
ally off-limits. 

John J . Ronayne 
Bernardi, Ronayne S Glusac, P.C, 

-Plymouth 

Bush is hated and Obama is the beloved, 
the fact is that at the outset of the Bush 
administration, the former president 
attended a Democrat retreat as a show 
of goodwill and to try to' set the tone for •' • 
bipartisanship in Washington. President 
Obama, on the other hand, is showing his 
"bipartisanship" with his own version of 
"it's my way or the highway" attitude. 

The liberal Democrats have been Bush-
bashing since his inauguration, com­
plaining he spent too much money on his 
inauguration celebration while Obama 
has spent three times that amount and 
not a peep from the mainstream media 
about it. 

In a recent Fox News story, Obama told 
Republican leaders at a meeting "you can't 
just listen to Rush Limbaugh and get 
things done." So what he was saying was; 
Republicans need to see things Obama's 
way. So much for tolerance of ideas! 

' Included in the Fox news article, in a 
meeting on the "stimulus" (read that as 
welfare programs, bailouts and more 
spending), Obama told Rep. Eric Cantor, 
R-Va., "I won. I will trump you on that." 
Cantor was objecting to Obama's "pro­
posal to increase benefits for low-income 
workers who don't owe federal income 
taxes." In other words. Cantor was object­
ing to a government welfare program. 

Obama's plan is sending us into a 
socialist-type government that we may 
not be able to come out of without a total 
collapse of the economy. Bush was no 
prize with his spending, but he at least 
made an effort to be bipartisan and stuck 
to his guns as to what he believed was 
right while Obama flip-flops on a daily 
basis 

As a longtime loyal Plymouth Observer 
reader/subscriber, I am absolutely amazed 
that your organization would remove 
Tony Bruscato from his duties covering 
Plymouth and move him to Canton. 

Tony is a quality journalist who doesn't 
miss a thing on his beat. He enjoyed 
Plymouth and it. showed in all his stories. 
He is ethical, responsible and respected in 
this community. Everyone in town knows 
him. And he rarely, if ever, gets scooped. 

While I have never supervised Tony or • 
edited his copy, I just can't understand 
why he would be pulled off this beat. His 
institutional knowledge of the community 
could never be replaced. 

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
.words or less. We may edit for ciarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer • 
615 W. Lafayette, Second Level 
Detroit, Ml 48226 

Fax: 

(313)223-4650 

E-mail: 

kkuban@hometownlifexom 

r s t n 
David Fedewa, a physical education teacher at Dodson and Ton da elementary schools, discussing his role as an 

extra in 'Gran Torino/ a film directed by and starring Clint Eastwood, whom Fedewa had the chance to meet and 
talk golf with - the other love of his life 
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MEA: ' N o s t o r y ' i n r e l e a s e of u n i o n e - m a i l s b y EA6 
B Y SUE M A S O N 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A Muskegon-based education 
watchdog group is claiming a victory 
in defense of the state's Freedom of 
Information Act after securing cop­
ies of e-mails sent and received by 
the president of the Wayne-Westland 
Education Association, using a tax­
payer-funded e-mail account. 

The Michigan Education 
Association, the WWEA's par­
ent group, however, contends that 
the Education Action,Group Vice 
President Kyle Olson is just "trying to 
insert himself into a situation that, as 
a Muskegon resident, doesn't affect 
him." 

It took two attempts under the 
Freedom of Information Act for 
Olson to obtain the e-mails from 
the Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools. The first attempt was 
blocked when the MEA obtained a 
temporary injunction until the mer­
its of the request could be heard in 
court. Lacking funds, EAG dropped1 

the request, but submitted a second 
one, addressing the objections the 

union attorneys had stated in court. 
"Throughout contract negotiations 

with the school board, and during its 
illegal four-day strike last October, 
the teachers union maintained that 
it was battling over several funda­
mental issues, including staff health 
insurance coverage and class sizes," 
Olson said. "The e-mails strongly 
suggest that maintaining health cov­
erage through MESSA, an expensive 
insurance carrier owned and oper­
ated by the MEA itself, was far-and-
away the union's highest priority, 
just like it is in many other districts 
throughout the state currently deal­
ing with labor unrest." 

'TALKING POINT' 
He added that the e-mails' also sug­

gested that class size may have been 
little more than a "talking point, or 
wedge issue," to gain the sympathy of 
parents and get the school board to 
budge on health insurance. 

"Throughout the e-mails to 
and from union President Nancy 
Strachan, the continuation of 
MESSA insurance coverage is a fre­
quent theme," he said. "That should 

be of particular interest to taxpayers, 
because cash-strapped school boards 
throughout Michigan, including the 
Wayne-Westland board, have been 
looking for ways to dump MESSA 
and replace it with less expensive 
insurance coverage." 

The MEA spokeswoman, 
Rosemary Carey, said "the e-mails 
simply reflect the president's daily e-
mails to members regarding bargain­
ing, insurance and class size." 

"Kyle Olson insists that the issue 
of class size was not a real issue for 
the WWEA, but simply a ploy to 
get public support, yet, the bargain­
ing note proves that class size was a 
major issue of discussion at every ses­
sion," Carey said. "Olson keeps asking 
for information to prove his biased 
claims. However, all of the docu­
mentation is proving his claims to be 
nothing more than Olson's one-man 
show with a biased political agenda 
against MEA and MESSA." 

According to Olson, one e-mail, 
urging Wayne-Westland teachers 
to contribute to the MEA's politi­
cal action committee, says potential 
donors should consider everything 

the union does for them, specifically 
noting salary, medical coverage, 
worker's compensation, length of the 
school year, and fighting privatiza­
tion efforts. 

"There was no mention of battling 
for smaller class sizes or improved 
student achievement," he said, add­
ing that class size is mentioned a few 
times in the e-mails, "but with less 
vigor or determination." 

'LITTLE USE FOR TRUTH' 
Carey countered that Olson isn't 

interested in the information that 
compares the cost of the district's 
health insurance plan with the sav­
ings MESSA would bring. He also 
has little interest in the amount of 
money the district has spent on items 
that do not improve education like 
new buildings and Astroturf. 

"But then that data would prove his 
claims to be false," she said. "He has 
little use for the truth." 

EAG has posted most of the docu­
ments, minus duplications and insig­
nificant material, on its Web site at 
www.educationactiongroup.org "for 
the residents of the Wayne-Westland 

district, and other interested parties, 
to read." 

The EAG's release of the e-mails 
comes at a time when the school dis­
trict and the WWEA have reached 
a proposed settlement agreement.. 
Union members are expected to vote 
on it this week, with the school board 
to met in special session next week. 
The two sides have not commented 
on the agreement because of a gag 
order issued by an administrative law 
judge at the start of expeditedfact-
finding. 

Carey finds it ironic that Olson 
FOIA'd the Wayne-Westland presi­
dent's e-mails in the spirit of full dis­
closure, but refuses to disclose where 
his funding comes from. 

"EAG has no credibility," she said. 
"It is a Republican front group. 
"There is no story here, he is just 
looking to have his name in the news. 
He didn't find what he was looking 
for so now he's trying to fabricate 
news about bargaining. He's on a 
one-man campaign against MESSA 
and MEA." 

smasonilhometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751 

W - W t a p s f u n d e q u i t y t o c o v e r r e v e n u e l o s s e s 
BY S U E M A S O N 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

In the face of the state's sour 
economy, the Wayne-Westland 
Community Schools district 
is continuing to use its fund 
equity to cover expenses. 

The school board has 
approved a budget amend­
ment in which the district 

will use $5 million of its fund 
equity to balance this year's 
budget, up slightly from what 
was proposed last June. The 
change is the result of a larger 
than expected'drop in student 
enrollment coupled, a less 
than projected increase in 
state school aid and a decrease 
in local property taxes and 
interest income. 

"Our ending fund balance 
will be $7-9 million, that's 
what we thought it would be," 
said Gary Martin, deputy 
superintendent for adminis­
trative and business services. 
"It's 6.6 percent of expendi­
tures which isn't where we'd 
like that to be." 

According to Martin, the 
district will get $1.8 million 

Canton man charged with setting fire to his own home 
B Y TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A 49-year-old Canton 
Township man has been 
charged with two counts of 
arson in connection with a 
blaze that substantially dam­
aged his home in the 1600 
block of Walnut Ridge Road. 

Rohanlall Nandalall was 
arraigned Friday in 35th 
District Court in Plymouth 

on one count of arson and a 
second count of arson-insured 
property for the Oct. 14 fire. 
Judge Jim Plakas set a per­
sonal bond of $10,000, with a 
preliminary exam scheduled 
for Feb. 6. Nandalall faces up 
to 20 years in prison if con­
victed. 

Canton Fire Marshal Frank 
Barrett said the fire resulted 
in substantial damage to the 
first floor and basement, with 

smoke damage throughout the 
house. 

"The fire caught our atten­
tion, and with the help of a K-9 
dog and other tests confirmed 
what we suspected," Barrett 
said. "It was an unusual fire that 
shouldn't have started. There 
were places where flammable 
liquids shouldn't be and there 
were no explanations for that." 

tbruscatodhometownlife.com I (313) 222-2637 

Liquidation 
CANTON ONLY 

Store Closing 
"We lost our lease after 15 years!" 

^.ytning Must Go 
nothing Held BOCK. 

Over 50 Serta mattress sets a v a i l a b l e . 
Over 2 5 c o m p l e t e tutons. 

Serta Perfect 
Sleepers 

B e g $1199 
NoM/$599 

Complete 
Futon 

Reg $899 
Now$m 

Betfframes 
'Ouioftox.'i 

$14 to 
$29 

If you have been putting off buying a quality Serta Sleep set 
don't wait another day. First come first served. You will never don't wait another day First come first served. You will never 

get an opportunity like this again D0N"TMISS IT!!! 
OE08641823 

All Headboards 75% off 
Floor Sample Bunk Beds, Daybeds $199 to $349 (Bring your tools!) 

Bring your truck It a l l has to be gone by 
Saturday Night. (Delivery available. M i n $30.90) 

42489 Ford Road in Canton 
Lilley & Ford Road 

(Behind the New Potbelly Restaurant) 
Sales telephone 734-844-0400 

HOURS: Thursday 10 to 8pm Friday 10 8pm Salurday 9 am to 9 pm. % 
Approved Check«Cash»Vlsa»MasterCard 

Most items below wholesale! 
Sale Ends This Saturday January 31. 2D09 9 pm 

less state school aid after los­
ing 79 more students than 
projected and a per pupil 
increase in the formula that 
was less than anticipated. The 
district had budgeted for a 
$130 per student increase, but 
received $96, accounting for a 
$450,000 loss. 

Revenue also will be down 
about $150,000 in the sinking 

and debit retirement funds. 
"That's due to property val­

ues being down, but both are 
still in good shape," Martin 
told the school board. 

But the news wasn't all 
gloom and doom. Employee 
salaries and benefits are down 
$1.3 million because of a higher 
than anticipated number of 
retirements. Additionally, the 

district is getting $124,000 in 
Medicaid Outreach and service 
fees, "and we're happy for that." 

"We usually have 20-30 
retirements, but it was up to 
40 this year, so we saved on 
salaries," he said, adding that 
the cost containments put in 
place have helped. 

smason@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-6751 
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A s s i s t i n g a n a g i n g l o v e d o n e c a n f e e l o v e r w h e l m i n g , e s p e c i a l l y in t i m e s l i k e t h e s e . 

It d o e s n ' t h a v e t o . W e p r o v i d e c o m p a s s i o n a t e c a r e , d a i l y a s s i s t a n c e a n d s u p p o r t i v e 

s e r v i c e s d e s i g n e d a r o u n d y o u r l o v e d o n e ' s n e e d s . A n d , t o y o u , w e g i v e p e a c e o f 

m i n d . L e t u s p r o v i d e q u a l i t y c a r e , s o y o u c a n e n j o y q u a l i t y t i m e w i t h t h e o n e w h o 

m e a n s s o m u c h . 

N o w ' s t h e t i m e . A f f o r d a b l e , q u a l i t y c a r e is c l o s e by. V i s i t u s o r c a l l t o d a y t o l e a r n 

m o r e a t : 

sunriseseniorliving.com/DetroitMetroArea 

• The Fountains at Franklin 248-353-2810 • Sunrise 
• Sunrise on Vernier 313-642-2000 • Sunrise 
• Brighton Gardens of Northville 734-420-7917 • Sunrise 
• Sunrise of Clarkston 248-625-0500 ' • Sunrise 
•.Sunrise at North Farmington Hills 248-538-9200 • Sunrise 
• Sunrise of Ann Arbor 734-327-1350 • Sunrise 
• Sunrise of Bloomfield 248-972-0800 * Sunrise 

of Grosse Pointe Woods 313-343-0600 
of Rochester 248-601-9000 
of Northville 734-420-4000 
at North Ann Arbbr 734-741-9500 
of West Bloomfield 248-738-8101 
of Shelby Township 586-532-9559 
ofTroy248-293-120Q 

Please call for care options. t̂ rXI 

Check us out on the Web every day 
at honetownlife.com 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.educationactiongroup.org
http://smasonilhometownlife.com
http://tbruscatodhometownlife.com
mailto:smason@hometownlife.com
http://sunriseseniorliving.com/DetroitMetroArea
http://honetownlife.com
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Get in the game with 
Jlt?l I I I l ; * * ^ 0 

Jpk Joe's Touchdown Specials 
Jfek Steeler Sub vs Cardinal 
K Sub. Who will you take to 

the game? Available in 
1 ft and 3 ft subs with 

24 hour notice 4« 

Keep the heat in — 

the game not in the 
v • kitchen. Let Joe's winning * 

^> culinary team do the 
cooking. We have all 

your Bowl need;* from 
boneless chicken \\ injjn 
and pizza to deli and 

Stella 
Fontinella 

Cheese 
$ 6.9 9 ib 

Jumbo Thompson 
Seedless 

Green Grapes 
California 

lomaine Heart! 
2 7 * 5 . 0 0 

Jumbo Flames 
Seedless 

Red Grapes 
$ 1 . 9 9 lb. 

Wichoke Dii 

bowl 
h o r y o u r 

party 

>Super Sharp 
> Cheese 

$4.99 ib 

California 
Broccoli 

2 7 * 4 . 0 0 

Roma 
Tomatoes 

9 9 0 
lb. 

California 
Cauliflower 

2 7 * 4 . 0 0 

Oldtyme 
American 

Yellow Cheese 
"3.99 m 

• 
Boarshead 

Yellow Vermont 
>Cheddar Cheese 

$5.99 ib 

Breckenridge 
Brewery 

Boarshead Honey 
Maple Ham & 

Honey Maple Turkey 
$ 6 . 9 9 l b . 

4 20.99 

Chicken 
Pasta Salad 
$4.99 

(feporit 

B e l l ' s A m b e r 
A l e 

( M i c h i g a n ) 
$ 9 . 9 9 

6 pack plus deposit 

lb 

y 
kore a touchdow 
with Corn Chips 

wIFlaxseed 
$2.99 it 

AVE $1.00 Alb 
salthy Alterna 

rtj 

AH* 
tive! 

Joe's R i b 
B i t e s 

$ 4 . 9 9 i b 

Cookie & 
Brownie Trays 

$ 1 5 . 9 9 each 

Moore's Wing 
Sauce . 

BBQ/Honey/Ongma! 
$3.49 each 

m J 0 E ' S ^ 
Tortilla Chips 

Original White 
2/*4.00 

Organic Blue Corn 
2/^5.00 

'Joe's Specials! 
Hoffman's Salami 

$ 3 . 9 9 i b 

Eckrich Bologna 
$ 2 . 9 9 ib . 

L i o n B r e w e r y 
L i o n S t o u t 

» 9 . 9 9 
6 pack plus deposit 

fXj A/ f v % 
B B Q o r B u f f a l o 

W i n g D i n g s 
$ 5 . 9 9 i b . 

m Joe's 
Turnovers 
9 9 * each 

Apple or Cherry 

J o e ' s S a l s a 
M i l d o r H o t 

2 / $ 7 . 0 0 

Dietz & Watson 
Honey BBQ Chicken 

Garlic Cheese 
$ 7 . 9 9 

me\ 
da 

Cheese 

lb. 16.99 ib 

B e l l ' s P a l e 
A l e 

( M i c h i g a n ) 
$ 8 . 9 9 

6 pack plus deposit 

Joe's F r i e d 
C h i c k e n 

$ 3 . 9 9 

m 

lb. 
J o e ' s J u m b o 

F o o t b a l l C o o k i e s 

$ 7 . 9 9 each 

Super Special 
14 oz. Kettle Chipi 

(While Supplies Last) 

2 / * 4 . 0 0 
Salt & Pepper/Lightly Salted 

Brewery 12 Beer. 

Sample Pack 

14% deposit 

, - v V 

Call the 
winning 

plays with 
Joe's Party 

Trays! 

Joe's Fresh A 

toasted Cinnamon, 
Almonds 

«5.99m 
SAVE «1.00 A lb. 

Great far Snackingl 

Jones or 
Stewarts Soda 
$9 AQ 
fj% JLif deposit 

4 p a c k 
Mix or Match 

Byrds Choice Meats 
;Big Game Sale 99 Lean Pork Tenderloin..... , J3.99 l h ^ * ~ * « « ™ * 

City Chicken Veal & Pork *4.8'9 ib. 
. Breakfast Bacon .....$3.98 lb. 

February l , 2009 J * " 

Our Own Smoked Kielbasa or Andouille Sausage.... .s3.49 ib. „p 

Ground Beef from Chuck-any amount $2.69 lb. niJl^m^i. 
Choice NY Strip & Delmonico Steaks $10.99ib. 
American Loin Lamb Chops $9.99 ib. 

2 4 8 - 4 7 8 - 8 6 8 0 • 3 3 0 6 6 W . S e v e n M i l e 
B y r d s H o u r s : M o n - S a t 9 a m - 7 p m • S u n 9-5 

W a l k i n g d i s t a n c e 

f r o m J o e ' s ! 
Hi 

http://nv.hometowniife.com
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TOM HAWLEY|STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Canton's Donnie Watkins (back) pinned Westland John Glenn's Mikkel Tipton in Tuesday night's 140-pound match. The Chiefs won, 45-28. 

Canton grapplers earn pivotal win at Glenn 
See match-by-match results, Page B2 

BY ED WRIGHT 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Canton's wrestling team didn't 
have much time to savor Tuesday 
night's emphatic 45-28 victory over 
Westland John Glenn. 

Approximately 22 hours to be 
exact. 

That's how much time that elapsed 
between the Chiefs' important 
KLAA South Division triumph over 
the Rockets and Wednesday night's 
equally important match against 
Livonia Franklin. 

"I really liked how we came out and 
wrestled aggressively against! John 

Glenn," said first-year Canton coach 
Cory Mancuso. "We won a couple 
matches that we knew were going to 
be close." 

What, if anything, did Mancuso 
learn about his young team Tuesday 
night? 

"I learned that we have a pretty 
darned good team," he said. "You 
have to be pretty good to beat a team 
as good as John Glenn at their place. 
Hopefully, we can keep it going." 

Of the eight matches the Chiefs 
won, Mancuso pointed to Carl 
Lucke's'3-2 nail-biter over Joshua 
Austin as possibly the most pivotal. 

Five Chiefs registered pins: Jeremy 
Filippelli at 130 pounds, Donnie 
Watkins at 140, Brent Winekoff at 

145, Keith Zech at 171 and Tyler 
Bourcier at 215. 

The Rockets' most-impres­
sive victories came from 
Steven Wakeford at 103; Mark 
Thompson at 125; Jeff Adkins, 
who defeated Anthony Abro, 6-
4, in overtime at 152; and Zaid 
Ammari, who notched a pin at 
160. 

John Glenn's Dustin Gajowiak 
pinned Canton's Robert Lincoln 
in 1:18 in the heavyweight show­
down. 

For results of Wednesday's 
Canton-Franklin match, visit 
www.hometownlife.com. 

ewriQht@hometownlife.com 1 (734) 953-2108 

Shamrocks get 
nod leading up 
to Observerland 

BY ED WRIGHT 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

When asked which team is the one to beat at Saturday's 
18th Annual Observerland Wrestling Invitational, the same 
two-letter response rolled offthe tongues of several area 
coaches: CC. 

That acronym is short for Novi Detroit Catholic Central 
which is long on talent this season. 

The state-ranked Shamrocks' confidence will be sky high 
following a recent dual-meet triumph over perennially pow-

erful Davison. 
PREP WRESTLING 'TheyprobabfyhavenH^depth 

than the other teams," said Salem 
coach Greg Woochuk. 'If they lose a 

No. 1 wrestler at a weight, they can plug in another talented 
wrestler without losing much, if anything." 

"CC is probably the favorite going in," concurred 
Westland John Glenn coach Bill Polk "They've been com­
ing on strong lately. But it all comes down to match-ups. 
There are several teams that are capable of winning.'' 

The tournament begins at 9 a.m. at Livonia Churchill 
High School. Admission is $5, except for Frost Middle 
School students, who get in free with a student LD. 

If the Shamrocks prevail, it won't be easy. Several teams, 
—including defending champion Canton, Livonia Franklin 
and Westland John Glenn — figure to be in the mix when 
the event's finals roll around in the late afternoon at Livonia 
Churchill High School. 

"This is abig tournament for our kids," emphasized first-
year Canton coach Cory Mancuso. "I know they want to 
win it all and defend their crown. Catholic Central is proba­
bly the favorite. Their lineup is stacked from top to bottom." 

Franklin coach Dave Chiola knows as well as anyone 
what it takes to hold up the Observerland trophy at the end 
of the day. The Patriots won the tournament three consecu­
tive years before placing third in 2008. 

"The key is scoring points at a lot of weights, which is 
what we did when we won it," said Chiola. "This year, we've 
been strong in the lower and upper weights, but we've strug­
gled a little in the middle. We seem to be a different team 
week to week this year. Some weeks we look reaUy strong; 
the next week well look like we've never wrestled.'' 

Last year, the Chiefs racked up 212.5 points to edge run­
ner-up Catholic Central by 18 points. Franklin was third 
with 178.5. Canton placed first in just two weights at the 
2008 tournament, but the Chiefs conquered the 18-team 
field by advancing five grapplers to the finals. 

Among the returning elite wrestlers is Canton's Donnie 
Watkins, who has lost just once at 135 and 140. 

ewight@hometownlife.com | (734)953-2108 

Chiefs shine at line to upend 'Cats 

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Canton's Kyle Biega, pictured in a game earlier this 
season, connected on a pair of three-point shots to help 
the Chiefs topple Plymouth, 5 2 - 4 6 , Tuesday night in the 
Phase III gymnasium. 

For more basketball coverage, see Page B3. 

BY EO WRIGHT 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

If Canton's Dietrich Lever had 
been shooting free throws at a carni­
val Tuesday night, the Chiefs' super 
sophomore would have won a whole 
bunch of stuffed animals. 

During the peak of crunch-
time against cross-campus rival 
Plymouth, Lever calmly swished all 
eight of his free-throw attempts to 
help the Chiefs hold off the Wildcats, 
52-46. 

As a team, Canton drained 16 of 18 
shots from the charity stripe while 
the Wildcats connected on just 12 of 
22. 

"So much of shooting free throws is 
concentration, so we just try to make 
sure the guys maintain their focus," 
said Dan Colligan, when asked what 
the secret was to his squad's off-the-
charts accuracy from the line. "I was 
especially proud of the guys tonight, 
the way they settled down and made 
their shots under pressure. 

"We've been running hot and cold 

shooting free throws. We made 19 of 
23 against Franklin and then went 
five for whatever the next game. It 
was nice that we made them tonight." 

Canton improved to 6-3 over­
all and 3-0 in the competitive 
Kensington Lakes Activities 
Association's South Division. 

Plymouth slipped to 5-4 and 1-2, 
respectively. 

"We missed too many free throws 
down the stretch and we had too 
many unforced turnovers/" said 
Plymouth coach Tom Van Wagoner, 
assessing his team's painful loss. 
"Dietrich made some nice free 
throws in the fourth quarter, but 
that's what good players do." 

Lever led Canton with 14 points. 
The slender but scrappy sophomore . 
also tied teammate Marian Glenn 
with a team-high six rebounds. 

Glenn added 10 points to the win­
ners' cause while Dan Stoney and 
Kyle Biega both added six. Stoney 
found nothing but twine with all four 
ofhisfreebies. 

A pair of sophomores — Justin 
Moss (15 points, 10 rebounds) and 
Brennen Beyer (seven and six) paced 
the Wildcats, whose also received 

seven points apiece from senior 
guards Cliff Buttermore and Brad 
Lineberry. 

It appeared Canton was going to 
coast to a victory with 4:15 to play 
when a Glenn triple extended the 
Chiefs'lead to 45-37-

However, Plymouth whittled its 
deficit to 45-43 over the ensuing 
two-and-a-half-minutes thanks in 
large part to Beyer, who scored five 
consecutive points while pulling 
down three clutch rebounds during 
the game-tightening span. 

A pair of Lever free throws with 
1:26 left padded the Chiefs' lead to 
47-43. 

After Glenn and Moss traded 
single free throws, Moss hailed a pair 
with 28 ticks left to bring Plymouth 
to within 48-46. 

That's as close as the 'Cats would 
get, however, as the cool-as-a-
cucumber Lever hit the target on 
four more free throws during the 
final 19.7 seconds to seal the deal. 

Canton hit 15 of 43 field goals 
(34.8 percent) while Plymouth was 16 
for 47 from the field (34.0). 

ewright@hometownlife.com | (734) 578-2767 

St. Edith football 
registration info 

Registration for 
the St. Edith youth 
football program will 
be held Feb. 8 from 
2-4:30 p.m. in the St. 
Edith gymnasium, 
which is on Newburgh 
south of Five Mile in 
Livonia. 

For more infor­
mation, visit www. 
stedithcyo.com. 

The program offers 
teams for kids in third 
through eighth grades. 

2009 Salem 
baseball clinic 

The 2009 Salem 
varsity baseball 
clinic will be held 
Saturday, March 21, 
and Saturday, March 
28, in the Salem High 
School gymnasium. ' 

Session 1, which is 
for players 11 to 15 
years old, will be held 
March 21 from 9 a.m. 
to noon. 

Session 2, for play­
ers 7 to 10 years old, ' 
will be held March 21 
from 1-4 p.m. 

Sessions 3 and 4;; -
both for players7to 10 
years old, will be held. 
March 28. Session 3~., 
will run from 9 a.m. 
to noon while Session 
4 will run from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

The cost of each 
session is $25, which 
includes three hours 
of instruction from 
the Salem coaching 
staff and varsity team 
members; a snack 
served after each ses­
sion; and a T-shirt. 

Space is limited to 
75 participants per 
session. 

For more informa­
tion, contact Cathy at 
(734) 451-0761 or at 
posler5@gmail.com. 

SPARO challenge 
Canton-based 

Velocity Sports 
Performance will be 
holding a Nike SPARQ. 
Challenge at 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 7, for 
baseball players age 12 
or older. 

Players can receive 
an official Nike 
SPARQ Rating to 
compare their athleti­
cism to other baseball 
players across the 
country. 

To register, call 
(734) 485-2561 or visit 
www.velocitysp.com/ 
canton. 

Velocity Sports 
Performance is locat­
ed at 46615 Michigan 
Ave. in Canton. 

HEAT • 7:30 
Pistons Umbrella to first 7,500 fans sponsored by AAA 

FOR TICKETS, C A L L 248-377-0100 OR VISIT PfSTONS.COM 

http://hometownlife.com
mailto:ewright@hpmetownlife.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:ewriQht@hometownlife.com
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mailto:ewright@hometownlife.com
http://stedithcyo.com
mailto:posler5@gmail.com
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THE WEEK AHEAD 

BOYS BASKETBALL 
Friday, J a n . 3 0 

Agape at Franklin Road, 7:30 p.m. 
Canton at Wayne, 7 p.m. 

Salem at Sooth Lyon, 7 p.m. 
PCA at Roeper,7 p.m. 

Churchill at Plvmouth, 7 p.m. 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 

Thursday, J a n . 2 9 
Agape at Washtenaw Christian, 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, J a n . 3 0 
Wayne at Canton, 7 p.m. 

Plymouth at Livonia Churchill 
South Lyon at Salem, 7 p.m. 

GIRLS PREP HOCKEY 
Saturday, J a n . 31 

PCS at Bloomfield Hills 
at Southfieid Sports Arena, 8 p.m. 

BOYS PREP HOCKEY 
Friday, J a n . 3 0 

Churchill at Canton at 
Arctic Edge, 8:30 p.m. 
Salem at Plymouth at 

Compuware Arena, 7:40 p.m. 
Saturday, J a n . 31 

Salem at Lakeview, 7:30 p.m. 
P R E P WRESTLING 
Saturday, J a n . 31 

Observerland Tournament 
at Churchill, 9 a.m, 
BOYS SWIMMING 

Thursday, J a n . 2 9 
Canton at Wayne Memorial, 6:30 p.m. 

Churchill at Plymouth 
at Canton pool, 6:30 p.m. 

P R E P GYMNASTICS 
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

Saturday, Jan. 31 
Madonna at Indiana Tech, 3 p.m. 

Schoolcraft at St. Clair CC, 3 p.m. 
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

Saturday, Jan. 31 
Indiana Tech at Madonna, 1 p.m. • 

Schoolcraft at St. Clair CC. 1 p.m. 
TBA-time to be announced. 

ONTARIO HOCKEY LEAGUE 
Friday, Jan. 30 

Windsor at Plymouth (Compuware). 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 31 

Mississauga at Plymouth (Compuware), 7 p.m. 

WRESTLING RESULTS 

CANTON 4 5 
WESTLAND J O H N GLENN 2 8 

Tuesday at J o h n Glenn 
103pounds: Steven Wakeford (JG) 

decisioned Daniel Filippelli, 14-5; 
112: Waleed Faraj (C) won by default; 
IIS: .Carl Lucke (C) dec. Joshua Austin, 

3-2; - • 
125: Mark Thompson'(JG) dec. Mitch 

W o l s k i ' . m :' 
130: Jeremy Filippelli (C) pinned 

Devonteno "Anderson in 48 seconds; 
135: Jared Stephens (JG) won by forfeit; 
140: Donnie Watkins (C) pinned Mikkel 

Tipton in 3:41; 
145: Brent Winekoff (C) pinned Mike 

Johnson in 3:19; 
152: Jeff Adkins (JG) dec. Anthony Abro, 

6-4 (OT): 
160: Zaid Ammari (JG) pinned Austin 

Mach in 3:25; 
171: Keith Zech (0) pinned Zach Redden 

in 1:12. ' • . • 
189: Pat Durocher (C) won by default; 
215: Tyler Bourcier (C) pinned Gerald 

Powell in 1:18; 
2 8 5 : Dustin Gajauak pinned Robert 

Lincoln in 3:30. 

SWIM RESULTS 

SALEM 126 
LIVONIA CHURCHILL 6 0 

Tuesday at Salem 
2 0 0 ' y a r d medley relay: 1. Salem (Alex 

Suriano. Joe deTassanyi, Adam Seroka, Noah 
Santer),l:54.11; 2. Churchill, 1:54.94; 3. Salem, 
1:55.39. 

2 0 0 f r e e s t y l e : 1. Max Mills (S), 1:55.46; 
2. Greg Van Gorp (LC), 2:02.72; 3. Scott 
Carpenter (S), 2:04.99. 

2 0 0 I M : 1. Matt Coilingwood (S), 2:11.43; 2. 
Joe deTassanyi (S), 2:18.22; 3. Chad Newton 
(S), 2:23.73. 

5 0 freestyle: 1. Adam Seroka (S), 23.69; 
2. Nate Larson (LC), 24.89; 3. Paul Cherewick 
(S), 25.03. 

1-meter d i v i n g : 1. Andrew Richards (LC), 
210.60 points; I. Travis Holt (LC), 199.10; 3. 
Alex Porambo (S), 143.45. 

100 butterfly: 1. Jeremy Wellman (S), 
1:00.90:2. Max Mills (S), 1:00.92; 3. David 
Vincentini (LC), 1:03.05. 

100 f r e e s t y l e : 1. Hate Larson (LC), 54.71; 
2. Paul Cherewick (S), 55.45; 3. Aaron Micek 
(S), 57.03. 

5 0 0 f r e e s t y l e : 1. NoahSanter(S), 
5:16.49; 2. Scott Carpenter (S), 5:29.68; 3. 
Alex Lamberand (LC), 5:42.27. 

2 0 0 f r e e s t y l e relay: 1. Salem (Adam 
Seroka, Max Mills, Aaron Micek, Paul 
Cherewick), 1:39.63; 2. Churchill, 1:44.99; 3. 
Salem, 1:47.61. 

100 b a c k s t r o k e : 1. Matt Coilingwood (S), 
1:02.83; 2. Alex Suriaho (S), 1:03.13; 3. Patrick 
Huls(S), 1:07.96. 

100 b r e a s t s t r o k e : 1. Adam Seroka (S), 
1.04.66; 2. David Vincentini (LC), 1:08.54; 3. 
Joe deTassanyi (S), 1:11.58. 

4 0 0 f r e e s t y l e relay: 1. Salem (Jeremy 
Weilman, Aaron Micek, Stan Kuang, Matt 
Coilingwood), 3:47.45; 2. Salem, 3:48.16; 3. 
Churchill, 3:50.07. 

SALEM'S DUAL-MEET RECORD: 1-3. 

SPORTS BRIEFS 

GCYBSA baseball 
and softball news 

Registration for the Greater 
Canton Youth Baseball and 
Softball Association's 2009 
season will close March 10. 

GCYBSA offers T-Ball 
through 18U baseball and 8U 
through 18U softball. 

Registration information 
is available online at www. 
gcybsa.com. 

For more information, con­
tact cott@canton-mi.org or 
call (734) 394-5489. 

Baseball Academy 

The Pro Secrets Baseball 
Academy will be conduct­
ing showcase sessions for 
high school players as well 
as skill sessions in power 
pitching, hitting and field­
ing. 

The latest pro pitch 
trainer will be used and for­
mer Phillies pitcher Mark 
Rutherford will be the fea­
tured instructor. 

For more information, call 
(734) 421-4928. 

Salem icers continue sizzling streak, 4-3 
BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Salem's hockey team has., 
been on such a hot streak the 
past week, it's a wonder the 
ice hasn't melted beneath the 
Rocks' skates. 

On Friday, Salem registered 
its third consecutive victory 
— a 4-3 home win over nem­
esis Chelsea, a state-ranked 
Division 3 team that hasn't 
lost to Salem in recent mem­
ory. 

The triumph improved the 
Rocks to 8-6-3 overall while 
Chelsea slipped to 7-4-1. 

"Chelsea is a very skilled 
team with a couple of high-
scoring forwards, so this was 
a good win for us," said Salem 
coach Ryan Ossenmacher. 
"We seem to be playing bet­
ter every game. The guys are 
buying into what we're talking 
about." 

The Rocks ripped 49 shots 
at Chelsea's goalie while their 

PREP HOCKEY 

net-minder — senior Adam 
Powers — stopped 23-of-26 
shots. 

Ossenmacher was par­
ticularly pleased with the 
play of the Dave Russell-
Nick Genetty-Patrick Patton 
line, which neutralized the 
Bulldogs' high-scoring line. 

"This was the first time 
this season we tried to match 
up with the other team's top 
line and Dave Russell's line 
responded and did a great job," 
said Ossenmacher. 

After Chelsea scored an 
early goal to open the contest, 
Salem evened the game at 1-all 
when Mario Macari scored off 
assists from Josh Jarvela and 
Kurt Driscoll. 

Salem seized the lead for 
good mid-way through the sec­
ond period when Ryan Quigley 
deposited the puck in the net 
thanks to helpers from Macari 

and Steve Haburne. 
Driscoll extended the win­

ners' lead to 3-1 with a third-
period lamp-lighter that was 
assisted by Macari. 

After Chelsea narrowed its 
deficit to 3-2, Sam Ott pro­
vided what turned out to be a 
pivotal insurance goal mid-way 
through the third. Kyle Zink 
and Russell assisted. 

Chelsea netted a 5-on-3 goal 
with less than two minutes to 
play, but the Rocks killed a last-
minute penalty to secure the 
win. 

"Kyle Powell, a defenseman, 
played probably his best game of 
the season," said Ossenmacher. 
"He was the best player on the ice 
Friday night." 

CANTON 5, WALLED LAKE 
NORTHERN 6: On Friday, the 
Chiefs rode the first shutout of 
the season from senior goalie 
Zane Birchler to their 12th win 
in 15 games. 

"We played three periods of . 
solid hockey," said Canton coach' 

Dan Abraham, whose 12-2-1 
team is ranked No. 9 in Division 
1. "We used our speed to control 
the game. It was a good team 
win." 

Canton raced to a 2-0first-
period leads thanks to goals 
from Ryan Lash (from Alex 
Berlin and Anthony Bonnett) 
and Mark Barath, who was 
assisted by Donny Barlow and 
A: J. Rosales. 

Bonnett extended the winners' 
edge to 3-0 with 1:28 left in the 
second period thanks to assists 
from Barlow and Berlin. 

A.J. Rosales (from Nick 
Tomilenko and Bryan Davison) 
and Berlin (from Lash and Ryan 
May) capped the scoring with 
third-period goals. 

"That was the second game>hi 
a row we've only had threepenal-
ties, which was a big key for us," 
emphasized Abraham. "When, 
we're five-on-five, I think we. 
can play with anybody." 

. ewright^hotnetownl ife.com | (734)578-2767 

Balanced attack leads Chiefs over Wildcats, 43-28 
A late second-quarter flurry 

of points sparked Canton's 43-
28 victory over host Plymouth 
Tuesday night. 

Sparked by its pressure 
defense, the Chiefs claimed a 
16-6 first-quarter lead before 
the Wildcats stormed back 
to cut its deficit to two points. 
However, Canton closed the first 
half with a 7-0 run to take a 23-14 
advantage into the intermission. 

Sara Schmitt led a balanced 
Canton scoring ledger with 10 
points. Kari Schmitt added nine, 
Melanie Pickert chipped in with 
seven while Robyn Mack and 
CarolAnn Sexauer both scored six. 

Sara Schmitt and Pickert 
hauled down a team-high six 
rebounds while Kari Schmitt and 
Pickert both registered four steals. 

Shaakira Haywood led 
Plymouth with 11 points and six 
rebounds. Stacey Klonowski had 
sue points. 

Haywood scored all seven 
Plymouth points in the fourth 
quarter. 

"Overall, we had a pretty 
balanced attack," said Canton 

• GIRLS HOOP WRAP 

coach Brian Samulski, whose 
team improved to 9-2 overall 
and 2-1 in the KLAA's South , 
Division. "Our pressure 
defense was effective in the 
first quarter, but they made a 
nice run to get back in it." 

Plymouth slipped to 3-8 
overall and 1-2 in the Central 
Division. 

NOVI 33, SALEM 27: On 
Tuesday at Novi, the Wildcats 
broke open a two-point game 
with five minutes left with 
four consecutive free throws 
— two the result of a Salem 
technical foul — and a bas­
ket off an in-bounds play 
moments later. 

"It went from two to eight 
just like that," said Salem 
coach Fred Thomann, whose 
team dropped to 4-7 overall 
and 2-1 in the KLAA Central 
Division. "It was a great 
game up to that point. Every 
shot was contested by both 
teams." 

The Wildcats improved to 
8-3 overall and 3-0 in the 
Central. 

Novi led 8-7 after one 
quarter, 15-13 at the half and 
24-21 with eight minutes to 
play-

Chelsea Davis enjoyed a 
stellar game for the Rocks, 
racking up eight points, 11 
rebounds, six assists and 
four blocked shots. Sara 
Stone added six points; Tracy 
Whalen netted five; and 
Victoria Brotz and Rachel 
Norman both twined four. 
. Caroline Johnson paced 
Novi with 11 points. Chantel 
Hill chipped in with 10. 

Salem hit just 5 of 12 free 
throws. Novi was 8 of 12 from 
the line. 

PCA 49, INTER-CITY 38 (0T): 
On Tuesday at Inter-City, 
the Eagles outscored the 
Chargers 13-2 in the extra 
session to improve their 
record to 7-3 overall and 3-2 
in the Michigan Independent 
Athletic Conference. 

Freshman Kristin Malcolm 

continued her strong play, 
netting 20 points and 12 
rebounds. The ninth-grader 
scored six points in the four-
minute overtime. 

PCA's other standouts 
included Jessica Murphy (10 
points), Michaela Wheeler 
(eight), Autumn McKenzie 
and Megan Greve, who pulled 
down three key rebounds jn 
the fourth quarter. 

PCA nearly won the game 
in regulation, however, a 

- Malcolm shot at the buzzer 
bounced on the rim three 
times before rolling off. 

"We were kind of sluggish 
in the first half," said PCA 
coach Carol Gerulis. "At half-
time, I looked them in the 
eye and said, 'This game's not 
over,' and they responded. 
The girls played with more 
energy, in the overtime than 
they did the first four quar­
ters." 

Amanda Isom led Inter-
City with 17 points. 

PCA trailed 30-26 heading 
into the fourth quarter. 

• 
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Now more than ever, you need a financial 
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Financial is not-for-profit and your accounts 

are federally insured up to $250,000. 

safe & secure for the long term. 
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Charter Township of Canton Board Proceedings-
January 20, 2009 

A regular study meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter 
Township of Canton, held Tuesday, January 2 0 , 2 0 0 9 at 1 1 5 0 
Canton Center S., Canton, Michigan. Supervisor LaJoy called the 
meeting to order at 6 : 3 5 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. Roll 
Call Members Present; Anthony, Bennett, Caccamo, LaJoy, 
McLaughlin, Taj, Williams Staff Present: Executive Director 
Santomauro, Director Eva, Deputy Chief Kerr, Deputy Chief 
Nemecek, Lt. Mulcher, Barb Caruso Adoption of Agenda Motion 
by Bennett, seconded by McLaughlin to approve the agenda. 
Motion carried unanimously. STUDY SESSION TOPIC Item 1 . 
Tour of Cell Block and Booking Area - Renovation Update 
On July 8 , 2 0 0 8 , the Board authorized contracting with CDPA for 
preliminary architectural and engineering drawings for the 
renovation to the cell block and booking area. The architect met 
with the department several times; each time providing drawings. 
The department has approved a final preliminary drawing for the 
Board to review. Item 2. Award Legal Bid Explanation of the 
types of publications submitted to newspapers. The history of legal 
and advertising cost from 2 0 0 2 - 2 0 0 8 . The Request for Proposal for 
newspaper bids were reviewed. Adjournment: Motion by 
Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to adjourn at 8 : 5 4 p.m. Motion 
carried unanimously. -Thomas J. Yack, Supervisor - Terry G. 
Bennett, Clerk -

Copies of the complete text of the Board Minutes are available at the office of the Charter 
Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Ed. Canton, Ml 48188. during regular 
business hours and can also be accessed through our web site www.can ton-roL ore after 
Board Approval. 
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Charter Township of 
Canton Special Board Proceedings-January 17,2009 

A Special Board meeting w a B held on Saturday, January 17, 2 0 0 9 for 
the leadership Team at the Holiday Inn Express on Michigan Avenue, 
Canton, Michigan. Motion by Bennett, supported by Taj to call the 
meeting to order at 8 : 4 0 a.m. Motion carried unanimously. Roll Call: 
Anthony, Bennett, Caccamo, McLaughlin, LaJoy, Taj, Williams. Staff 
Present: Executive Director Santomauro, Director Conklin, Director 
Eva, Director Faas. Meeting Purpose: Discuss requirements and 
develop a consensus on how the Board will work together as a team 

. and prioritize Study Sessions, facility tours and other information 
requirements of Board members. Board Communications - How 
we work together - Rules of Engagement: Role of Trustees, full-
time Electeds and Directors, Questions/Contact - call or e-mail 
directors or full-time electeds on RBA's (Request Board Action) for 
Board Meetings - share information, Agenda protocol, support, 
consent calendar, etc., Closed session protocol, E-mail protocol -Phone 
canvassing on items, etc., Open Meetings Act - when can we be 
together, How we handle citizens complaints, Reimbursement of 
expenses, Signing your name - stationary - i m p l i e B Township policy. 
When is it right? When is it better to have full time elected, director 
or other management send letter?, FOIA, and Rules.of Engagement.. 
Overall Philosophy of Canton Government: Mission - yision, 
Review focus areas, Determine level of service - Are you happy with 
our current level of service? Finance and Budget; How budget 
process works - administration and board - role of trustees, 2 0 0 9 , 
2 0 1 0 and beyond. Other: Study Sessions, Facility Tours, Economic 
Development, Possible Training Opportunities, • Commissions, 
Committees, etc. Adjourn: Motion by Caccamo, supported by 
Anthony to adjourn at 1 2 : 4 7 p.m. Motion carried unanimously. -
Phil LaJoy, Supervisor - Terry G. Bennett, Clerk -

Copies of the complete text of the Board Minutes are available â  the office of the Charter 
Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Rd, Canton, MI '48188, during regular business 
hours and can also be accessed through our web site www, canton-mi. org after Board 
Approval. 
Publish: January 29,2009 O E 0 8 6 4 1 4 S 1 - E < < . 5 


