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Canton artist Byron Reed sits in his family room, surrounded by his art.

PHOTOS 8Y BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

- Looking at the big picture

‘Local artist's works depict life through the eyes of an African American

BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Walking into Byron Reed’s Canton horne is
not unlike walking into an art gallery. Colorful
paintings and other works of art line nearly
every inch of wall space. In a way, it is an art
gallery. His art gallery.

All of the works were created by Reed him-
self. Whether they are oil, watercolors, ink
or just things that Reed has found along his
travels and compiled on a canvass, edch of the
works provide vivid depictions of the African-
Ameriean experience.

Born and raised in Detroit, Reed, 74, first
gained an interest in art when he was a child.
He used to ride around with his mother, an
insurance inspector, as she drove around

Detroit checking on claims. Reed says he
developed an eye of what was going on around
him, especially the colorful street life of
Detroit.

As a child, Reed first realized his talents
when he would draw characters from his
Mickey Mouse books. His parents recognized
his talents, too, and enrolled him in an-arts
program at Cass Tech High School. He even-
tually went on to graduate from the Detroit
Society of Arts and Crafts.

Reed’s first jobs were as a graphic artist in
the advertising industry, but he found that
work constricting. He could never get those
images from his childhood out of his head, and
he wanted to devote his life to capturing them
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Byron Reed's work, painted from
the memory of past street scenes,
has a strong sense of gesture.

Please see ARTIST, A7

Local teacher proud

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

David Fedewa, a physical education
teacher at Dodson and Tonda elementary
schools, wasn’t nominated for an Oscar
this week for his part in Gran Torino.

But, then again, neither was the star of
the movie, Clint Eastwood.

“No Oscar nominations, I couldn't
believe that,” said Fedewa, 39, who spent
three days this summer on the set for his
“extra’ role in the movie. “You can clearly
see me in several scenes. They had me
listed as a pallbearer and I thought [ was
going to get a lot of time on screen. But,
they cut that part out.”

Fedewa, an actor with the Rosedale
Community Players in Detroit, was in
several scenes with Eastwood and even
grabbed an opportunity to talk to the
Oscar-winning actor.

“I didn't plan on it because we weren't
supposed to (talk to him),” Fedewa said.
“He was standing next to me in the
house while they were changing lights

was a

S0me.

Dodson Elementary physical education teacher
Dave Fedewa is also an actor. He landed a role
as an extra in Clint Eastwood's ‘Gran Torino,’
which is playing at theaters.

and we had some down town. I knew he

He said he didn’t have a chance to play
around here, but that they had a course
set up for him the next week. I said ‘T
hope you hit them well.
Secretly, Fedewa was hoping Eastwood
would invite him to be among the four-

of his small role in ‘Gran Torino'

“At 78 he’s still a 12 handicap,” said
Fedewa, who plays golf during the sum-
mer when he’s not teaching, “If that had
happened I would have shot a 200 that
day.” “

Fedewa said they were treated like
kings with the amount of food available.
However, at $75 for a 10-hour day, he’s
not ready to quit his day job just yet.

“I love my job and I wouldn't quit no
matter what happens,” Fedewa said. “I
wouldn’t mind taking some time off if [
got in a movie, but I would never quit.
It’s the best job I've ever had.”

Fedewa said his colleagues “are all
really happy” for him. However, because
of its “R” rating for language and vio-
lence his elementary school students
won't be able to see it.

“I'm bummed out I can’t tell my kids to
go see it,” Fedewa said. “But, I'm glad to
tell other people to go because it’s such a
great movie. I'm very proud I was a part
of all that.”
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golfer so I talked to him about golf.
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BY TONY BRUSCATO
{BSERVER STAFF WRITER

As President Barack Obama
begins putting together an .
economic stimulus package
rumored to be in neighbor-
hood of $800 billion, Cantont
Township officials have put
together a list of nearly two
dozen township projects they
hope will get funded by a fed-

‘eral distribution of funds.

Tim Faas, township munici-
pal services director, said

‘many communities were asked

by the “Big Thret” in the world
of public works and utili-

ties — the American Public
Works Association, American
Water Works Association

and the Water Environment -
Federation — to detail a wish
list of projects should federal
money become available. Faas
also met Thursday with Wayne
County officials, in part to
discuss Canton’s list of wants
should an economic stimulus .

package be passed by Congress -

Canton eyeing
stimulus dollars

. sisted of 18 projects worth an

i

rofet

and the money trickle down to
the state to Wayne County to-
Canton Township.

“These are defined by the

federal government as ‘shovel
ready’ projects,” Faas said,
“those that can be ready within
90 to 180 days of the funds
becoming available. They must
have environmental issues
resolved and the design is done
and ready for bid.
- “The challenge to dateis - -
that there are no rules relative
to what projects are available,”
he added. “Pecple are rushing
to get together a needs list to
prove there are 2 lot of projects
that aren’t funded and are
shovel ready.” .

Faas said his first list con-

estimated $27.2 million, which
included four water main - - -
projects, two sanitary sewer
projects, one storm sewer proj-
ect and one energy efficient
building project. Faas has

Please see STIMULUS, A3 _

Canton's Potbelly Sandwich
Works opens for business

" BY TONY BRUSCATO .
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER , -

Canton residents have thus
far given two thumbs up to the
Potbelly Sandwich Works res-
taurant on Ford Road, west of
Lilley, which opened Jan. 10

“My goodness, it's been
incredible,” said Dan Zachow,
one of three managers at the
new eatery. “I wasn't anticipat-

ing being this busy. We've been-

given a warm welcome by the
community.” L

The signature menu item is
sub sandwiches, all of which .
cost $4.40, making it easy
to concentrate on what kind
of toasted sandwich to order
instead of the price.

Zachow said the drive-

* through at the Canton Potbelly

is the first in Michigan.

“It’s a brand new concept
for Potbelly,” said Zachow,
*We're known for our custom-
er service, and they worked
at creating that same kind of
service you get inside when
you order from the drive-
through. When the weather
is warmer we'll have some-
onie outside taking the order
from your car. That way, the
customer will be interacting
with a person rather than a
voice box.” ’

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PROTOGRAPHER

The new Potbelly in Canton is the
first in Michigan to feature a drive-
through. :

POTBELLY SANDWICH WORKS
+ Where: 42477 Ford Road

" Hours: Suaday taraugh
Thursday 1 a.m.to 9 p.m.; Friday and

Saturday f1am. to 10 p.m. |
Info: (734) 844-0842, www,
potbelly.com .

Potbelly is open 11 a.m.
to 9 p.m. Sunday through
Thursday, and open until 10
p.m. on Friday and Saturday.

thruscato@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637
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The Heat and Warmth Furic (THAW) is a nonprofit
arganization established to provide low-income
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the 2007-2008 heating season, THAW distributed
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Local dentist has deep roots in Canton

BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

‘When it came time for Joseph
Gondoly to break off on his own
{wo vears ago and open his own
dental practice, he knew Canton
was the place to do it.

Gondoly, 38, grew up in
Canton and graduated from
Plymouth-Canton High.

His parents, Dave and Sue
Gondoly, still live in Canton,
just a few miles from where his
practice — Cavalier Family &
Cosmetic Dentistry — is locat-
ed at 44356 Cherry Hill.

“T've always wanted to open a
practice in Canton. This is where
my roots are,” Gondoly said.

Gondoly, who now lives in
his wife Linda’s hometown
of Dearborn, had worked at
Preferred Dental in Livonia for
about a decade when he decided
to open his own practice,
though he still works there one
day a week. At Preferred Dental,
which is the official dentist of
the Detroit Red Wings, Lions
and Tigers, Gondoly has worked
on the teeth of some of Detroit’s
biggest sports stars.

“They're really nice people,”
Gondoly says of the profes-
sional athletes he has worked
on. “Everyone thinks they are
uppity or something, but I've
found them to be really nice
and easy to deal with.”

_ At Cavalier, though, Gondoly
is more concerned about serv-
ing the dental needs of every-
day people. Gondoly performs

needed dental work because of
the economy.

“I've heard people making
life and death decisions based
on whether or not they have
medical insurance. Where
does that put dental? Let’s face
it, it's not as high a priority,”
Gondoly says.

With only six employees
Gondoly says his practice is
very much a family-oriented
business. In fact, his wife,
Linda, is quite involved with
the practice and has been
since the beginning.

a number of services including
smile makeovers, tooth whit-
ening, veneers, bonding, metal
free crowns, wh1te fillings, and
implant restorations. .
And because the economy
that has wreaked havoc on
most business sectors has also
impacted dentists, Gondoly
accepts most insurances and
participates in PPOs. He also
offers a number of financing
plans to make sure his patients
still get their dental needs
taken care of. He says far too
many people are foregoing
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Dr. Joseph Gondoly and staffers Ashley Condon (from left), Erica Greer, Jessica Oberey, and Linda Johnson.

CAVALIER FAMILY &
COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Owner: Joseph Gondoly

Address: 44356 Cherry Hill (at
Sheldon)

Contact: (734) 981-5050,
www.drgondoly.com

info: Most insurances accept-
ed; days, evenings, and Saturday
appointments available

www.taxfastencm T M
Homeofthe | “anyincomeTax |
CASHFE4STE ﬁRefund | Preparation Service ||

They have two children,
Kevin and Jenna.

Gondolysaid one of his
greatest skills is being able to
communicate with patients on
a personal level. He realizes 2

. trip to the dentist makes a lot

of people uptight, so he does

- his best to make them enjoy the

expenence as much.as possible.

“Most people are afraid of
the dentist. I do all I can to
make people comfortable and
put them at ease,” he said.
“Nobody wants to be here. If
they did, they would call it
Starbucks.”

Officials move closer to

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERYER STAFF WRITER

Canton Township trust-
ees appear to be mov-
ing closer to approving a
$754,000 renovation of the
police department’s cell
block area, which hasn’t had
a major makeover since the
facility was built in 1985,

The cost is substantially
lIower than the architect’s
recommendation of stightly
more than $2 million.

“We went back to the
architect and said ‘nice
plan, but it’s really not
going to fly,” said John _
Santomauro, Canton
executive director. “It really
wasn't maximizing the uti-
lization of that space. The

» proposed final plan is really

more knocking out walls
and expanding space.”
Among the reasens for
the renovation: to expand
the lock up from 30 to
56 prisoners; expand the
in-take center where mug
shots and fingerprints are
done; and to make space for
present and new technol-
ogy. The gpace currently
designated as the prisoner
kitchen is now also used
for video arraignments and
houses the department’s -
Breathalyzer equipment.
“Simply put, the pres-
ent lock up is overcrowded
and that overcrowding
potentially results for us
in exposed liability and
inmate and officer safety,”
Santomauro told the board.
“When you're dealing in
confined areas, you're really

expanding police holding cell

- heightening the opportunity

of resistance and confronta-
tion. As much as we may

not be concerned with (pris-
oner) comfort, we have to be

" concerned with their safety

and well-being because
we're certainly respon-
sible for them when they're
locked up.” :

Things have changed
since 1985 when the Canton
Police Department pro-
cessed 931 arrests the entire
year. In 2007, there were
3,811 arrests.

Trustee Pat Williams said
he favored plans to increase
the cell block to accommo-
date more prisoners.

“Anyone who toured the
facility would say if you
put 15 people in that small
area intoxicated, frustrated,
angry, they would be a dan-
ger to one another, a danger
to the officers,” Williams
said.

Finance Director Rick
Eva said the township could
sell bonds to pay for the
project or take money from
the general fund.

“The drawback {(with
bonds) is the additional
interest we would have to
pay,” said Eva. “We could
use part of the fund bal-
ance to pay cash for'it, but
it would bring our reserves
down lower than what we
normally like to keep it.”

The board directed Eva
to come back to them with

more specifics about fund~

ing-the project. -

thruscato@hometownlite.com
(313) 222-2637
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Huron Valley
Catholic School
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vowar Arthur Murray!
FIRM UP FAST

Losing inches has never been so fast...

and so much fun! The passion and technigue

packed into the perfect fitness system. -
~Youll lcve ftand anyone can doil,

" TRIM DOWN NOW

: Core Rhyfhms is the revolutionary exercise concept
that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your
heart rate, while toning and tightening your
entire core. You'll be swept away while
getting a 360° total core workout.

CALL TODAY

Core Rhythms Creators h Certified Cere Rhythm instructors are ready,

exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios.
Call today and schedule your first session.

-

NO Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! NO Membership Fees! ——

Julia Powers
12 time ULS, Champion
& .

joanna Kitnitz X
10 time International Champion  §

neaSport

of World Champion Rhythm & Latin dancers, ']

Pay only for the sessions you use! Call now to schedule your FREE introductory workout!

Drop-Ins Welcome ¢ Start Anytime -
Call For Class Schedules

Arthur /e
.ﬁlﬂﬂ‘dy@_
Franchised Dance Studios

42000 Six Mile Rd., Suite 250

Northville
{between Northville Rd. & Haggerty)
248.349.1133

11926 South Telegraph Rd.
- Bloomfield
(next to Carl’s Golfland)
248.338.6390
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it’s like a double stimulus.”

Following a number of costly
sewer projects, Faas identi-
fied $1.2 million for energy-
efficient retrofits in town-
ship-owned buildings as a top
priority.

“It’s not in pur budget ary-
where right now,” Faas said.
“Even though many of ohr
facilities are fairly new, there’s
more we can do to make them
energy-efficient.”

produce electricity.

“That clearly fits a compo-
nent of this bill on the renew-
able energy side,” Faas said. “1
don’t know if it’s shovel ready
vet to fit the definition, but it’s
close.”

"Township Supervisor Phil
LaJoy said if Canton is able to

" secure money for roads and
other projects, it will have a
wide-ranging impact.

“We have taken the proac-

STIMULUS

FROM PAGE Al

since added a few more and
continues to find others to add
to the final list.

Faas said part of the federal
stimulus money is expected
to be earmarked for infra-
structure improvements, and
he’s identified the reconstruc-
tion and widening of Canton

Center Road between Cherry And Faas has added the tive steps to be ready when it
Hill and Palmer, as well as landfill gas project — a part- happens,” LaJoy said. “In addi-
Sheldon Road between Warren  nership between Canton tion, think about the economic

Township and Republic Waste
— to capture methane gas
- from the township landfill and

and Joy, as the two top road
projects. While the Canton
Centet project is already
funded, the township will be
paying $1.2 million of the 3.8
million cost of Sheldon Road.
“If we could get stimulus
money for that, it frees up
money to put into other road
projects,” Faas said. “In a way,

impact to the community, it’s
significant. Not all the jobs
would be given to Canton

«LIGHT ON?,

B FREE l ]
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residents, but people working
here would be eating in our
restaurants and shopping in
our stores.”

Faas said if the federal
money doesn’t become avail-
able to Canton Township,
some of the projects may never
see the light of day.

“We're positioning ourselves
in every possible way to cap-
ture any part of the money,”
Faas said. “If it happens, and
we all hope it will, this might
be the one-time shot to help
accelerate and fill the gap in
the needs we have.”

tbruscato@hometowniife.com | (313) 222-2637

Inciudes FREE TIRE ROTATION

ON THE AGENDA

Canton Board of Trustees

The board will hold
a regular meeting at
7 p-m., Jan. 27 at the
Canton Administration
Building, 1150 S. Canton
Center Road. Agenda
items include: -

B Senior Alliance

ing the township clerk -
to sign the inter-agency
agreement with Wayne
County for the Round
9 Lower Rouge River
Recreational Trail and
bridges grant :
B Award contract for
portable toilets for 2009
season

update B Purchase of dlgltal
®W Proposal for legal scanner, printer, copier -
publications and fax machine for

® Consider re-approval
of the site plan for the
Wal-Mart supercenter

8 Consider authoriz-

assessing

E Approve service
agreement with Motorola
for dispatch
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734) 525-1930

Our 35th Year!

UNITED TEMPERATURE
8979 MIDDLEBELY » LIVONIA

\WWW. .unitedtemperatureservices.com 1)

Gas certlflcate

with any minor or major auto
repair work over $500.00 .

COMPLETE CAR
CARE EXPERTS:
. Check Engine

Light On?
- Transmission
Problems‘?

Ask ahout our new VIP Program! e

YOUR DENTAL|
HEALTH

Presented by
AndreaS.
| Vivian, D.D.S.

SPEGIAL FINANCING
| AVAILABLE -

(Behmd Greko Printing)

260 W. Ann Arbor Road » Plymouth

‘TRANSMISSIONS, BHAKES, POWER STEEBING
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FATING YOUR WAY
TO BETTER GUMS

[f you are looking for a distary
approach  to gum  diegse !
prevention ihat  augments
brushing, flossing. ond  regular
professional  checkups/cleaning,
researchers may have an answer, §
According to a recent studly,
people who ate two ounces of
yogurt daily necrly halved their risk
of advanced gum diseose. This is
welcome news for a problem that
offlicts one in seven people under
the age of 80 and one in three
over 50, Advanced gum disease,
which begins with gingivitis, or
inflammation around the gums,
can lead fo bone loss and cause
pockets to develop between
teeth  and gums.  Yogurt’s
lactobacill bacterla feed on
sugar cand’ prodiuce factic acid,
which affacks 1the diseass-
causing boctera.  Caiclumerich
foods, such as cheese. also boost
tooth health. -

We believe a health diet s as
importart in o strong  defense
against toeth decay os diligent
brushing, flossing. and professional
cleanings. We aiso believe our
skiled ond dedicoted cental
team Is one of our grectest assets
her af 496 W. Ann Arbor Trail,
Sfe. 201, Plymouth, where our
high standards of quality and
Integrity sincerely mativate us 1o
achieve the best results for our
family of patienfs. I it's been
awhile since your fast visit, why not
call for an appointment today at
734-453-9413.

P.S. Recent research shows that
vitamin D works with calcium o
counter bone loss and
informmation caused by gum
diserss.
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Keith J. Plene, MD
Internal Medicine
‘38525 Eight Mile Road

Livonia, MI 48152
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Swing City Big Band

The Swing City Big Band, which is
comprised of local musicians, will be
hosting a CD release party from 7-11
p.m., Feb. 4 at the Cherry Martini,
50296 Cherry Hill Road. Live music

" will be performed from 7:30-8:30

p.m. There is no cover charge, and
there will be drink specials all night.
Comprised of professional musi-

cians from all over the metro area,
this 18-piece performance band spe-
ctalizes in dance music of all styles,
including big band and salsa.

To RSVP via e-mail to be put on
the VIP guess list and receive a free
CD, e-mail jim@swingeitybighand.
com. For mere information, visit
swingcitybigband.com.

Canton Newcomers

Interested in meeting your neigh-
bors and getting involved with vari-
ous interest groups? If so, the Canton
Newcomers might just be for you. No
matter how long you have lived in the
Canton area - you are invited to join. -
The Newcomers are a social, civie
and charitable organization designed
to acquaint area residents with other
local residents and the Canton com-
munity. All are welcome to join.

The group’s next monthly adult
general meeting will be held at 7:15,
Feb. 4, at the Sunflower Clubhouse
(45800 Hanford, west of Canton
Center). The evening will include
sacializing, neighbor introductions,
sign ups for our more than 20 inter-
est group activities (Playgroups,
Bunco, Scrapbooking, Book Club,
Men’s Poker Night, Couples Social
and more), and a raffle to benefita
local non-profit in need.

The meeting will inclide dinner
and a special local speaker. If you
would like more information, or
receive a complementary copy of the
group’s newsletter, please visit www.
cantonnewcomers.org or call Melanie |
at (734} 207-3341.

Blood drive

Canton Township will host a Red
Cross Blood Drive on Monday, Jan.
26 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
Canton Administration Building's
lower level meeting room B. For more
information or to make an appoint-
ment, contact John Spencer at {734)
394-5246 or jspencer@canton-
mi.org.

Plakas investiture

The investiture of James A, Plakas
as judge of the 35th District Court
will be held.at 5
p-m., on Wednesday,
Feb. 4, at The Inn at
St. John's, Grande
Ballroom, 44045 Five
Mile Road, Plymouth
Township. A reception
will immediately fol-
low. Judges are asked
to bring their robes.
The public is welcome. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 414 0600.

Plakas

Canton's Home Expo

Canton’s annual Home
Improvement Expo will be held
Saturday, March 7 from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Sunday, March 8 from 11
a.m.to 5 p.m. at Canton’s Summit on
the Park.

This year’s Expo many home
improvement-related businesses,
including interior decorating, land-
scaping, flooring, plumbing, kitchen
repairs, and deck companies, as well
as home financing businesses,

How-to workshops will be held
all weekend on a variety of top-
ics from landscaping to installing
brick pavers, crown moldings and
ceramic tile and 15 minute mini-
workshops, targeted to home owners,
homeowner associations and busi-
nesses, will also be held on 2 wide
range of topics including detention
pond maintenance, home security,

safety tips, property standards, and

tree and landscaping maintenance.
The mini-workshops will be held in
the Parkview Room and a full list of
topics and start times will be made
available to all Expo attendees.

A hands-on children’s project
center will be availabie for kids of
all ages to construct projecis made
from wood donated by Home Depot.
A special guest appearance will
be made by Murray Gula, host of
Murray Gula’s Home Improvement
Team on WXYZ-TV Detroit and Joe
Gagnon “The Appliance Doctor” will
be broddcasting his 1600 WAAM
talk radio program live from the
Expo. Multiple raffles will also be
held throughout the weekend and
refreshments will be available during
the entire event.

To view a complete list of the ven-
dors, obtain the Expo layout, and
download workshop and mini-work-
shop schedules visit www.canton-
mi.org/homeexpo.aspx, The Expo is
free of charge and hosted by Canton’s
Building and Inspection Services
Division, the Canton Chamber of
Commerce, and the Observer and
Eccentric Newspapers. For more
information please call Canton’s
Building and Inspection Services
Division at (734) 394-5200.

Finance department award

Canton’s Finance and Budget
Department has been awarded
the Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting
from the Government Finance
Officers Association of the United
States and Canada (GFOA) for its
Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report (CAFR). The Certificate of
Achievement is the highest form of
recognition in the area of governmen-
tal accounting and financial report-
ing, and its attainment represents a
significant accomplishment by a gov-
ernment and its management.

“For the first time, my staff pro-
duced the CAFR in-house,” said
Richard Eva, Director of Canton's
Finance and Budget Department. “In

Witnesses to history

Al the students at Canton’s Tonda Elementary had the opportunity to watch President
Barack Obama's swearing in ceremony during his inauguration Tuesday. This is Mr. Scott
Roberton’s 5th grade class. The students were clearly enthusiastic about the historic event. -

the past, we have had help from our

auditing firm in the compiling of the
report, This change will save Canton
in andit fees. We have great people
working in our department. This was
a team effort.”

The CAFR was judged by an
impartial panel to meet the high
standards of the'program, including
demonsirating a constructive “spirit
of full disclosure” to clearly commu-
nicate its financial story and moti-
vate potential users and user groups
to read the CAFR.

Arts and crafts exhibitors
wanied

The Plymouth~Canton Music
Boosters (PCMB) is hosting its
Annual Spring Arts and Crafts
Enseimble on Saturday, March 14.
Exhibitors who hand-craft their own
items are invited to submit an appli-
cation to exhibit at the fund-raising
event to be held at Plymouth High
School in Canton. The juried art
event is produced twice each year by
the PCMB to help support the band
and color guard programs at the
Plymouth-Canton Educational Park.

Artists and crafters who are inter-
ested in applying for consideration
to exhibit should visit www.pcmb.

net/arteraft to download an applica-

tion and submit with photos by early
February or contact Carol Rosati at
{734) 455-0714. Only 100 exhibi- -
tors will be permitted to exhibit at
this artistic event. Over the last four
years, more than 6,000 attendees

. have visited the PCMB Arts & Craft

Ensembles,

“The Arts & Craft Ensembies are
two of the most successful fund-rais-
ers we host each year,” stated Dennis
Carnevale, president of the 2009
Plymouth-Canton Music Boosters.
“The money raised helps the concert

Now more than ever, you need a financial
institution that looks out for you. Community
Financial is not-for-profit and your accounts
are federally insured up to $250,000.

and marching bands, color guard and
percussion programs that provide
students with a one of 2 kind arts
experience. Our craft shows have
built a reputation for being some of
the best run arts and craft events in
the area.”

For more information, visit www,
pemb.net.

Divorce support group

‘DivorceCare, a divorce recovery
seminar and support group meets
at Calvary Baptist Church (43065
Jov Road, Canton) each Wednesday
at 7 p.m. Child care and children
ministries programs are provided.
DivorceCare features nationally
‘recognized experts on divorce and -
recovery topics. Seminar sessions
include “Facing My Anger,” “Facing :
My Loneliness,” “Depression,” “New
Relationships,” “KidCare” and
“Forgiveness.”

This is a safe place where confiden-
tiality is required. If you are divorced,
separated, or considering either, this
could be a good fit for you.

- For more information, call Tony
and Jean Laughter at (734) 981-1767.

*Hilarity for Charity’

The homeless fund-raiser “Hilarity
for Charity” will take place at 7
p-m., Feb. 6, at the Village Theater
in Canton. The event will feature
appetizers, a cash bar, two stand up
comedians, and a premierfor a short
comedic film. Tt is a family friendly
night with 100 percent of ticket sales
going straight to benefit the homeless
of downtown Dettoit. TicKets are $25
for a student and $40 foreveryone
else. If interested tickets can be pur-
chased by calling (248)-473-2000
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. or through
the Summit on the Park by calling
(734)-394-5460. Cash, Visa, and
MasterCard are all accepted.

Home school programs

Canton Leisure Services is offet-
ing new home school programs to
the Canton community that will
provide children ages 5 to 12 with
classes that encourage physical fit-
ness, art education and social oppor-
tunities regardtess of where they
study. All of these new programs
were created in response to feedback
received in 2008 from focus grpups

© with area parents of home school

children. More than 20 parents pro-
vided input on various classes they
would like to see made available for -
their children.

The new programs are scheduled
to begin throughout the month of
January. Activities geared toward
students, include: swim lessons;
aerobics; gym and art classes, as
well as drop-in opportunities in
the Summit Aguatic Center on
Wednesdays and Fridays from 1-

" 3 p.m,, located at 46000 Summit

Parkway, and at the BLOCK Youth
and Teen Center on Tuesdays from
noon- 3 p.m., located at 44237 W.
Michigan Avenue.

Registration fees vary per class
or program. Some programs
offer a 20 percent discount for
additional children. The Summit
Kids Corner will be available
for parents with young children.
Normal rates will apply. For more
information or to see a complete
class schedule, please visit lei-
sure.canton-mi.org or contact
the Summit Front Desk at (734)

394-5460. Parents who would like

to be added to our news group
and receive updates on current
home school opportunities though
Leisure Services, please e-mail
Jason Lombardo at jlombardo@
canton-mi.org.

Slavens coffee hour

'New State Rep. Dian Slavens,
D-Canton, is inviting residents
to join her at her first coffee:
hour to enjoy & cup of coffee
and share their ideas and con-
cerns. The coffee hour is set
for Monday, Feb. 2, from 9:30
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at the Canton
Public Library, 1200 §. Canton
Center Road. Slavensis the new
State Representative for the 21st
House District, which covers
Canton Township, Van Buren '
Township and Belleville.

“I'm eager to sit down with the
residents that I represent in the
Michigan House and listen to their
thoughts and concerns,” Slavens
said. “Talking with our residents
about issues that are important to
them and their families will help
me to better represent our com-
munity at the Capitol. I know that -

Michigan is facing tough challenges
right now. Through hard workand -

determination I will fight to cre-
ate more gdod-paying jobs for our
workers and get our economy back
on track.” -
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Purtan and friends treat the
~whole qanq to lunch at Buddy's

+

The first Dining with the
Stars of 2009 tuned out
to be a big party thanks to
Dick Purtan and Purtan’s
People and the generos-
ity of Buddy’s Pizza in
Farmington Hills.

Purtan and his radio
crew picked a winner — Dr.
Margaret Sartori of Livonia
— but then decided to
invite all of the finalists
because they are “all huge
fans. ©

Sartori’s winning entry
was “Top 10 Reasons Why 1
Would Love to Lunch with
Purtan’s People.”

10. I'm low carb, so I'm a
cheap date!

9. I admit I made the
$250 donation to Salvation
Army mostly to get Dick’s
CD!?

8. I've had great bladder
control due to listening to
Purtan’s People.

7. I can name all the sta-
tions Dick’s worked at since
I moved here in 1974.

6. I know the names of all
Dick’s daughters!

5. I changed a patient’s
appointment so I could
sneak to Kroger to see
Purtan’s People in action!

4. Someone needs to tell
Dick where the Kroger's in
Livonia really is. (West of
Merriman? South of Five
Mile? Huh?)

3. I'm a psychologist like
Dick’s daughter Jessica!

2. Purtan’s People has
much better side effects
than an antidepressant!

1. Next to my husband,
there is no one I would
rather wake up with than
Pyrtan’s People.

Other finalists and guests
at the Jan. 15 luncheon
sponsored by Buddy’s
Pizza and the Observer
& Eccentric and Mirror
Newspapers included Bob
Feldmaier, who bears a
striking resemblance to
Dick Purtan; Nicole Bovee,
community service coordi-
nator/circulation supervi-
sor at the Rochester Hills
Public Library; Nancy
Slowik of Plymouth; and
Linda Beggs of Roseville.
A sixth finalist, Anna
Kutlich, was unable to
attend. _

The group lunched on
pizza, laughed a lot and
danced with Lorenzo and
Karla of the Fred Astaire
Dance School in Bloomfield
Hills.

“It was a party of 14 peo-
ple — all huge fans of Dick
and the gang,” said Marcy
Brontman of Buddy’s Pizza.
“Dick Purtan could not
have been kinder and really
seemed happy to be with
his fans.

“Dick was fabulous.

PHOTOS BY DAYID REED

Contest winner Dr, Margaret Sartori (front row, center) with Al Muskavito and Dick Purtan. Other finalists, friends
and the crew of Purtan's People joined Sartori last week for Junch at Buddy's in Farmington Hills, Pictured are {back
row, from left} Bob Feldmaier (finalist), Dana Mills (of Purtan's People), Nicole Bovee (finalist), Rebekah Rhades (of
Purtan's-Peopie), Nancy Stowik (finalist), Jackie Purtan (of Purtan's People), Linda Beggs {finalist) and Nancy Brown.

Dr. Margaret Sartori of Livonia dons the Dick Purtan signature eyebrows, nose and moustache as she gets ready to
meet Dick Purtan and Purtan's Peopie at Buddy's Pizza in Farmington Hills,

Big Al, Jackie, Dana and
Rebekah were incred-
ible. They made everyone
down to their servers feel
important and special,”
Brontman added.

Sartori, the contest win-
ner, was treated to a limo
ride from Class Plus Limo
and a makeover cour-
tesy of Christine from the
Beauty Salon J Lyle Ltd. in
Birmingham.

She also recetved a $100
gift certificate from Reaver

Joe Gannon -
We're recommended
by Joe Garmon S

Ann Arbor
Bay City
Brighton
Burtaon

Clio

Ciinton Township

Flint St. Clair Shores
Jackson Sterling Heights
Lansing Tray

Livonia Warren

Pontiac Westland
Roseville  Ypsifanti
Saginaw

For locations and reservations
call Blue Lakes Charters & Tours

866-2-ROLLEM (B66-276-5536)

Diamond Co. in Southfield
and a dance exhibition by
the Fred Astaire Dance
Studio in Bloomfield Hills.

Purtan and Purtan’s
People (Al Muskavito, Dana
Mills, Rebekah Rhodes and
Jackie Purtan) danced with
the contestants and profes-
sional dancers and filmed
the episode for their radio
station Web site.

To get into the spirt of
the day, all Buddy's Pizza
employees and Sartori wore

various disguises of “Purtan
looking” (bushy) eyebrows,
nose and moustache — a
tribute that delighted the
veteran radio man, accord-
ing to Brontman.

Buddy’s presented Purtan
with a check for $500
for his charity Children’s
Hospital.

“Dick Purtan and
Purtan’s People — there’s
nothing like the original,”
Brontman said.

Meadow Bro_ok' Theatre

Located on the C

tonal Theatre _ _
npus of Oateland University

BEYOND THE RAINBOW

by William Randall Beard

January 7 - February 1

Hear all of your favorite Judy Garland songs in the
Michigan Premiere of this NEW musical!

Kimberly Vanbiesbrouck from Menopause the Musical stars as Judy Garland.

Tickets range from $24 - $39

Sponsored by

Devices provided by

NEW
Assisted Listening

Qe T D36

' 11, Roch
Box Ofhce: (248
(:roup Sales: (248) 370- Hl()

www.mbtheatre.com t:cketmaster (2

48) ¢

15-6666

Stress and braln aging
topic of seminar

Explore the connection between stress and brain aging
at a seminar presented by Dr. Scott Moffat, Ph.D., a leading
researcher on brain function, on Wednesday, Jan. 28, from
10-11 a.m. at the Longacre. House, 24705 Farmington Road
in Farmington Hills,

Dr. Moffat, a professor at Wayne State University’s
Institute of Gerontology, is studying how the stress hormone
cortisol affects the brain as it grows older. Participants will
learn about research into 1mprov1ng older adults’ quality of
life.

The seminar is part of the Senior Division’s L1felong
Learning at Longacre series, which offers topical issues and
enrichment presentatmns;for adults 50 & better. There is
a $5 fee and the registration deadline is Jan. 27. For more
information, call (248) 473-1830, :

Mike’'s Marketplace

SUPER BOWL
MEAT SALE

SALE VALID JAN 26- FEB 1

4Fresh Ground' Beef
GROUND
SIRLOIN

Family Pack

Boneless Skinless

GHIGKEN
BREAST

Family Pack

Boneless Beef 'I‘endeloin

FILET §
MIGNON

4 Steak Value Pack

Fresh Ground Beef

Family Pack

Boneless

» NLY.
g STRIP
“%“’STEAKS

6 Steak Family Pack

Tender Juicy

DELMONICO §
PORK

Boneless

WHOLE S
.Y. STRIP
LOIN

Sliced Free

Lean Bonelss Tender

BUTTERFLY
PIIIII( GIIDPS

Ib.

Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com |
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ney Matters

Rick Bloom __

oq _ ' ‘
8% file an accurate tax return
rhinking of . ng 4.88% APR Cant 11T : Ul
f na "Ea efinance ) . ‘ 7 '
R efl mel! } 30- R FIXED We can modify | . pear gick: 1 heard through tax return. Th ¢ tax ret
H- Plus your current : Dear Rick: | heard through a on your axreturn. The same  rec ax return. .
' friend that a company | worked applies to a 1099 or other Just because your friend
. 500 OF Iﬂaﬂ even if you | tor last year is out of business -forms of income. The law’ - says you won't get a W-2
$500 off off .. - owe more than and won't send me a W-2. 1f | places the responsibility - doesn't mean that you won't.
. expireos o gfug CIQSing Costs it is worth. g:ﬂ:;:::;:é :felahr?ez go pay on the 1nd1v1d1t11a1 to report - gri?lp}l)gg:ime
" g ! ? income correctly. ;;
e mmwm MORTGAGE GO, 38950 Cherry Hill Rd. §  A: Whether you receive a You sign your return and to send out
B of Bagie Netonal Bee Westland, MI 48185 & W-2 form or not, you are still  your signature basically con- - W-2s and it is
plyeagle.com 734-405-6600 § liable tg report the income firms that you are ﬁhﬁg a cor- likely you wilk

! Employers
recognize their
legal obliga-
tions, some
which con-
tain personal
liability with
regards to tax
filings. It is not unusual — in
fact, it is common and normal
~- that businesses which shut
down still file the necessary
tax documents. Of course,
there are situations where
employers do fail to meet their
legal obligations.

I recommend contacting
your old employer. You can
send a letter and even though
they may be out of business,
the mail may be forwarded.
In addition, contact the state
of Michigan to obtain cur-

‘rent contact information. If

you know the accounting firm
that handled your old employ- -
er, you can contact it.

If all else fails and you can-
not contact the company,
complete Form 4852, a substi-
tute W-2 form, and file with
your tax return.

Remember, by reporting
income you received, you
are also reporting the with-
holding by the company.
Therefore, by reporting your
income and taking advantage
of what has been withheld
from your paycheck, you may
actually get a refund and not’
owe taxes.

To complete a substitute
W-2 form, use an.old pay stub
to help compute the numbers.
Most pay stubs keep cumula-~
tive records of what has been
earned and withheld. If you

- don’t have any documenta-

tion, you probably need to -
contact a certified public .

e - accountantto help prepare g
BlaCkBe?r}’@ Pearim! your return' . RERA
8130 Smartphone - People ask whether some- -
?@rfzai ggw@rhg;.g 38 thing is deductible or not or if .

Buy any phone $19 99 or higher
GET & FREE!

BlackBesry Peard 8130. 31 19.99 2-yr price ~
$100 mail-in rebate debit card Fach requiresa
voice plan with email feature, or smalf plan,

$99.99 2-yr. price — 350 malk-in sehate debit card,

$149.99 2y, price — $70 mail-in rebate
deblr card. Requires 3 volce plan with
ernall feature, or emall plan,

+ All phones require new 2-yx. activation.

- 5‘129 92y
deblt carxi Requ&res aNationwide Plan.

pice ~ $58 mail-in rebate

Get Unlimited Messaging to Anyone on Any Netwo?k in America.

{n Nationwide Select Plans starting at $59.99 monthly access. With anew 1- of 2-yr. Agimt. (Activation fees, tawes & other charges apply.)*

Riessaning not available everywhere in Nationwide Area.

Alltel is now part of Verizon Wireless, creating America’s Largest'
Mobile to Mobile Calling Family. Over 80 million strong.

1.877.2BUY.VZW

T T T

verlzonwweless.com

Visit any store

IRELESS COMMURIKATIONS SYORES

ALLEN PARK 2128 Fatrdane [ 313071 9255 %

WARREN 5745 Twvelve Wile Rd, Hertage Village

BLITH S0 METANERS sguipment prices,

rnodels & return policy vary by focation.

AUBURN HILES Greal Lakes Crossing Mall 2482521799 5865780955 CANTON OXFORD
BRIGHTON 5152 Challis, Sta. € 810-225-4780 WESTLAND 35105 Warren Rd. 734-722-7330 Cellistar and More 724-404-0191, 734-981.7440 Wireless Network 248-628-8400
CARTON 42447 rord lidd. 7348340401 CLARKSTON PIYMOUTH
CLINTON TOWNSHIP Celldar Technologies 2486251 2{)1 20420 Corrmbunications 734-456-3200
BEW UPIP0 Mall Bl 5862084977 CLAWSON YWirsless USA 734-414-8510
DEABBORN 24437 Ford Rd, 3132784401 % Cornmunications USA 248 288»&396 ROCHESTER

| airlare Mall 3134410168 COMMERCE Wireless Network 246-608-0010
DETRO 14128 woodward 313 869 7382 Cellufar Sousce 248-360-9400 ROYAL QAK

300 Renakssance Canter 31 35674055

Wireless Tomorow ME-560-1200

Fusion Commupications 248«54%7?(3{}

Ammr;m Fistailers roay impose additional equiprent related changes, including Canceliation faes,

FARMINGTON HILLS 31011 Orchard Lake Rd. DBAVISON SOHT& LYON
2AB-538-53900 Wireless Ubh 248862222 el City 248-587-1106
FENTON 17245 Sitver Prwy, 310 629-2733 FARMINGTON HILLS SOUTHFIELD
FT, GRATIOT A129 24th Ave, 8103851201 Cellutar Clty 248-848-5800 Wiretess USA 248-395-2222
LAKE ORION 2531 §, Lapeer Rd. 248-363-6800 554 Wingless USA 2483052322 ST.CLAR
LIVONIA 20573 iymauth Hal 734-613-9077 ann ?‘ﬁﬁ“{"s FT.GRATIOT ' Fusion Communications 810-388-2950
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they have to report income or’
not. The real question is, what
are the odds of getting caught;
not what the law actually
requires.

My advice is when it comes
to taxes, we are responsible
to file accurate tax returns.
The penalty for failure to
comply can be substantial.
Do yourself a favor, follow the
law to the best of your abil-
ity. That does not mean that
you should not use the law to
your advantage, because you
should. Take every deduction
you are entitled to and if there
is a gray area in the law, use 1t
to your benefit.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric read-
ers can submit questions at mon-
eymatters@hometownlife.com. For
more information, visit Rick's Web
site at www.blcomassetmanage-
ment.com. You can hear Rick from, .
noon te'3 p.m. Sundays on WDTK-AM
{1400).

receive one. |
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dfl taKes On nooK In annud iy 2
FROM PAGE At ent world out
‘ - : ‘ here,” Reed
' . on canvass. 5o in the 1960s, he says. ,
BY SUE MASON p . began his career as a fine art- Inaddi-
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER PETERPAN' - ist and has been cranking out tion to his art,
What: The 49th annual paintings and other forms of i | Reed spends |
Sandra Iannucei was look- Plymouth-Canton AAUW's - art ever since. "Reed time trying to

ing to venture out of her
comfort zone when it came to
performing in the children’s
play presented each year by
the Plymouth-Canton branch
of American Association of
University Women. In the
past, she had played animals
and little boys; this year she
was thinking about playing
Smee, Captain Hook’s right-
hand man in Peter Pan.

She got a surprise when the
directors selected her to play
the role of Wendy.

“I was surprised and a little
nervous, I wondered what I
was getting myself into, byt
it’s been fun,” said Tanniicel.
“When we do tryouts, you can
put down your preference. I
knew I wanted to change, I
wanted something new. The
directors were kind enough to
let me try Wendy.”

Iannucei and the rest of
the cast have been meeting
at Garden City High School’s

- O'Leary Auditorium twice a
week, rehearsing for the pro--
duetion, which will be present-
ed there at 7 p.m. Thursday-
Friday, Feb. 5-6, and 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 7.

Due to previous commit-
ments, the play is being staged
a month earlier than usual.
While there’s less time to pre-
pare, the cast has come to the
rehearsals well-prepared.

*They’ve been doing an -
awesome job,” said Monica
Nick who is co-directing with
Mickey Edell. “They knew we
had to pull this off and theyre
doing double duty. We started
rehearsing the first week
of January and they were
expected to know their lines
by then. It's worked out pretty
good. Things are falling into
place.”

This is Nick’s first time
directing since joining the
organization seven years
ago. While she admits that it

—  THENEWe e
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Sandra lannucci (from feft) plays Wendy, with Michelle Churchilt as John and
Melissa Uhi as Peter Pan.

seemed “scary,” it’s a lot like
her teaching job.

“You have to do a lot of little.
things,” she said.

To keep the plays fresh, the
scripts are reworked. The idea
is to involve the audience and
draw them into the play. New
to this Peter Pan production
is Tinker Bell. In the past, a
light has sufficed, but this year
Mary Kroeger will play the
role.

“1 think the kids will love it,”
said Uhl. “She’s a little sprite
herself. She’ll move across the
stage and ring her bell. This
is her first year and she does
have a big part. She doesn’t
talk, but she’s on stage alot,
ringing her bell.”

Also playing a major role in
Melissa Uhl as Peter. That's
the role she wanted after miss-
ing the Pan tryouts seven years
ago.

“I ended up being cast as one
of the Lost Boys and had loads
of fun,” Uhl said.

Uhl remembers watching
Mary Martin portray Peter
Pan, and had the opportunity
to see Cathy Righy perform
Peter Pan live on stage in
Detroit. Her performance was
“amazing.”

“While I am no where near

as good or professional as
either of them, I try to have
just as much fun,” she said.
Uht has been a member .
of the Plymouth-Canton
AAUW since graduating from
Michigan State University in

- 1994. She grew up watch-

ing her mother perform in
the same productions. She
also is playing opposite her

first-grade teacher, Sharon
" Belobraidich, who will reprise’

her role of Captain Hook.

This is her 15th production,
and Uhl sees the organiza-
tion and the play as an outlet
from her day-to-day work as
an automotive engineer. She
enjoys her “network of won-
derful women” and the smiles
and excitement on young
children’s faces, including her
own.

“But more importantly, it's
the money we raise, it goes
towards college scholarships
for women and young girls in
our communities to further
their educational opportuni-
ties,” she said. .

Tannucei also loves the fact
that the production exposes
children to live theater.

“Kids today have television
and movies. With live theater,
they still have to use their

children’s theater production of
“Peter Pan”

When: 7 p.m, Thursday-Friday,
Feb. 5-6, and 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 7. Thursday will
be the annual *Scout Night”
performance for Boy and Girl
Scout froops. Scouts, famities
and friends are invited to this
special evening for a “behind-
the-scenes” look at five theatre
by the cast at 6:15 p.m., foilowed
by “Peter Pan” at 7 p.m.

Where: Garden City High
School's O'Leary Auditorium,
6500 Middlebelt, north of
Ford, Garden City. Scout troops
interested in attending must
register by Jan. 28 by e-mailing
troop information to AAUW,_
PlymouthCanfon@yahoo.com.

Tickets: Presale tickets
cost $5 and are available at
Fanatic U, 30409 Ford, Garden
City; Sideways - Plymouth, 505
Forest Ave., Plymouth, and
Perkos Shoes, 33426 Five Mile,
Livonia. They also available by
sending a check, payabla to the
Plymouth-Canton AAUW, and
self-addressed stamped enve--
lope by Jan, 28 to Play Tickets,
13270 Foxboro Ct., Plymouth, Ml
48170, Tickets also will be avail-
able at the door en performance

dates at $6 each.

Why: Proceads from the play
provide college scholarships for
girls and women in the mem-
bers’ communities.

imaginations,” she said. “Live
theater doesn’t have those bells
and whistles. It’s wonderful to

- expose them to it at a young

age and show them that it's
something they can do.”

smason@hometownlife.com | (313} 222-6751
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“Those days driving around
with my mom gave me a real
feel of the street, They stick
with me even today,” Reed
said. “I still have ideas I haven’t
put to canvass yet, I don’t draw
what I see. It's what L hear in

" my head.”

Like many African
Americans, Reed said he has
experienced instances of rac-
ism during his lifetime, but
the great-grandson of a slave
hasn’t let it define his life, nor
his art.

“Fortunately, I grew up in a
way that I don't have animos-
ity toward anyone,” Reed said.
“That stuff'is like water off
a duck’s back for me. We all
have to look at the big picture.
That’s what I've done in my
life. I think my art deplcts
that.”

Reed is encouraged by the
fact that an African American
has been elected president.

He helieves it will change the
world view of a younger gen-
eration of blacks in America,
though he knows Barack
Obama - or any president,
for that matter < can't solve
all the racial problems in this
country.

“Obama has given black kids
a view they never had before,
Alot of black people never
thought it would happen — me
included,” he said. “Obama
is a good man, but he is only
a man. It's up to us to help
our kids — our own kids and
everyone else’s kids. We're all
in this together.”

Reed moved to Canton 11
years ago to get his two chil-
dren away from some of the.
negative elements in their
Detroit neighborhood. One of
the things that shocked him
when he got to the suburbs was
the fact that children could
leave their bikes out without
getting them stolen and people
would leave their garage doors

TIRE ROTATION
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pass along his
passion for art to a younger
generation. He is one of several
artists who will be participat-
ing in an upcoming program at
the Village Theater at Cherry
Hill called "African-American
History through the Artist
Eyes.” In fact, Reed has been
involved in the program one
way or another since it was
conceived four years ago.
The program is open to all
Plymouth-Canton fifth-grad-
ers, who visit the theater and
interact with various artists
about the Afncan-Amerman
experience.

According to Village Theater
director Jennifer Tobin, Reed
talks to the students about art,
shows them some of his paint-
ings and talks about his life
and what it was like growing
up. She said he knows how to
get each student’s-attention
with his vivid storytelling
— and his paintings.

“He’s vibrant. He's fun. He's
cool. He's definitely in toiich.
with what’s going on today,”
Tobin said. “The students are
also very respectful of him.
He's been around, and they
know it. And, of course, they
‘are also in awe of his work.”

Reed says kids relate to him
and the other artists involved
in the program moye than they
can to a history book.

“Kids cant relate to George
Washington like they can to.
someone alive today. I think
the kids out here are too shel-

. tered,” he said. “My mission

as far as teaching the children
is to let them know there’s a
whole big world out there. Tt
might not be to their liking,
but it’s out there and they need
to know about it.” _

If you are interested in buy-
ing one of Reed’s paintings or
would like to make an appoint-
ment for a viewing, give him a
call at (734) 398-5054.
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Pictured are several members of the Michigan Synchro Masters synchronized swimming team, which won several hedais at the U.5. Nati.bnal Meet in
Las Vegas last October. Pictured front to back are Sandy Allen (Westiand), Frap Saenz (Livonia), Ruth Quah (Farmington Hills), Gail Scherer (Piymouth);
Carrie Tluczek (Garden City), Maureen Kelly (Beverly Hills), Scotti Nichols (Lwonla) Marie Lamberg {Livonia), Nancy Gorham (Canton} and Pegqgy Brady

{Beverly Hills).

BY £D WRIGHT
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The medals are nice, the trips
to exotic destinations are great,
but it’s the non-materialistic
treasures that have kept sev-
eral members of the Michigan
Synchro Masters swimming
team together for more than
three decades.

“The best part about this
team is that it is made up of
a group of great friends who
support each other both in and
out of the pool,” said Plymouth
resident Gail Scherer. “We get a
little exercise and we have alot
of fun.”

They also win a lot of medals.

This past October, the
30-member team — whose
athletes range in age from 20
to 86 — hit the jackpot at the
annual U.S. National Masters
Synchronized Swimming meet
in Las Vegas.

Competing in team, solo, duet
and trio events, the Michigan
contingent earned three gold
medals while placing in the top
five in several other categories.

Flaky forecast

And they did it in weather
more suited for the wintry
Midwest than normally balmy
Las Vegas.

“Tt was s0 cold it was snow-
ing when we were there — and
the pool was outdoors,” said -
coach Joyce Linderman. “The

water was warm, but it wasn't
very pleasant when you had to
get out of the water,” she said,

smiling,

The sport of synchronized
swimming is judged a lot like
figure skating, It begins with
a compulsory routine that
requires the execution of cer-
tain elements, followed by a
freestyle routine, that is per-
formed to music and judged
on artistic impression and how
well the swimmers perform
the often-tricky maneuvers in
unison.

“Ideally, it’s best if you've
had synchronized swimming
experience and competitive
swimming experience in the
past,” said Lindeman, who has
coached the Michigan Synchro
Masters for the past five years.

“It helps if you're a strong
swimmer, too. We had some
new ladies come out this vear

who hadn't competed in syn-
chronized swimming since high
school, and they're doing great.”

Reqular regimen

The team holds one 90-
minute practice nearly every
‘Wednesday night at the
Schoolcraft Community College
pool.

However, a month or so
before the annual national meet
- this year’s is set for Florida
— the team doubles its time in -
the pool to sharpen its skills
for the formidable competition
they're sure to meet.

“It requires a lot of endurance,”
said Plymouth resident Rhonda
Madej. “Outside of practice,
most of us do other training-type
activities like Pilates, long-dis-
tance running and yoga. A lot of
us are involved in alot of differ-
ent kinds of exercise that helps us
when we get to the pool.”

Members of the Michigan Synchro Masters perform a routine during Wednesday night's practice t Schoolcraft Collqu.

Local nucleus

The team’s roster includes
swimmers from Saline and
Port. Huron, but most reside
in the metropolitan Detroit
area.

“I'm officially in the cult,”
joked Livonia resident Scotti
Nichols, smiling. “I swam as
an age group athlete at the
age of 9, retired from it when
I was 24 but got right back
into it two years later for
the exercise and to get back
together with my old friends.

“The camaraderie is great,
which is why we all stick with
it like we do.”

The team is always looking
for new members, Lindeman
assured.

For more information,
contact Peggy Brady at {248)
646-5466.
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Canton 6th-grader

is free-throw queen

BY ED WRIGHT
(OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Shag, Ben Wallace and every’
other struggling NBA free-throw
shooter could learn a thing or two
from Canton resident Katie Latack,
a sixth-grader at Pioneer Middle

School in Plymeuth Township.

Latack recently earned a berthin
the state-final round of the Elks Club
Hoop Shoot free throw competition

set for Midland Jan. 30 and 31.

Displaying impressive calm under
pressure, Latack drained 16 of 25
shots from the charity stripe to win
the regional portion of the competi-
tion in Flat Rock in December. She
advanced to the regional by winning
a local contest.

At a time when many players from
high school through the pros fail to
make half their shots from the line,

| what is Latack’s secret?

“I concentrate and try to block
out all the sounds a.round me,” she
revealed.

Unlike Shaq and Wallace, Latack
jumps when she launches her free
throws,

“I just straight up and down,
though, so I don't have to stand back
far from the line,” she said.

The skill hasn't been acquired by
chance for Latack, who plays for a
local rec league team and is currently

_ trying out for an AAU squad,

She practices whenever she can.

“I'll shoot outside on my driveway
every day,” she said, “as long as it’s
not freezing cold. “And I'll stay after
practice and shoot for 10'to 15 min-
utes, too.”

How does Latack stay calm when
the butterflies start fluttering around
in her belly during pressure-packed
shots?

Tjust try to takea deep breath
before every shot and relax,” she said.
A first-place showing in'the state
competition would earn Latack and
an expenses- pald trip to the national

tournament in Massachusetts later
this year.

“That would be cool,” she said.

Just like her demeanor on the line.

ewright@hoemetownlife.com | (734) 953-2108

Katie Latack is pictured with Elks
representative Terry Barrett after the
Canton resident placed first in the regional
portion of the Etks free throw shooting
competition in Flat Rock.

Plymouth
Christian
Academy
freshman post
player Kristin
Malcolm,
picturedina
game earlier
this week,
registered a
double-double
in the Eagles’
three-point
win over
Southfield
Christian
Friday night.
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BY ED WRIGHT

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Future opponents of the
Plymouth Christian Academy girls
basketball team had better beware
of “Maleolm in the Middle.”

Kristin Malcolm, a 5-foot-10
freshman center, continued her
strong inaugural high school sea-
son by taking over the paint — and
the state sheet — in the Eagles’
34-31 victory over Southfield
Christian Friday night.

Malcolm tallied 16 points, 15
rebounds and seven blocked shots
as the PCA defeated the Eagles for
the first time in recent memory,
said coach Carol Gerulis.

“Kristin was awesome tonight,”

said Gerulis. “She started slowly
and only had a free throw in the
first quarter. But she really came
on in the second half and scored
six points in the third quarter and
seven in the fourth.”

The victory improved PCA’s
record to 5-3 overall and 1-2 in the
Michigan Independent Athletic
Conference. Southfield slipped to
3-5 and 0-1, respectively,

Brianna Harris scored six points
for the winners while Allyson
DeKruyter added four — all in
crunch time, Gerulis said.

Gerulis also praised the work
of Brooke Williams, who pulled
down eight rebounds and played
“great defense,” and Autumn
McKenzie, who only scored two

Freshman stands tall in PCA's win

points, but sparkled at the defen-
sive end.
PCA held Southfield star

~ Naiesha Bussey — the daughter of

former Detroit Lion running back
Dexter Bussey — to 12 points.

Southfield led 15-11 at the half, -
PCA cut its deficit to 23-21 after
three quarters before outscor-
ing the Eagles 13-8 over the final
eight minutes.

“It was an especially nice win

.because it came on our homecom-

ing and because we hadn’t beaten
Southfield in a long time,” said
Gerulis. “It’s the first time we've
beaten them in the four years I've
been head coach”
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2009 Salém
basebalt clinic
The 2009 Sz,} var-

21, and Saturday,
28, in the Salem High
School gymnasiung.
Session 1, whichis for*
players 11 to 15 years old,
will be held March 21
from 9 a.m. to noon.
Session 2, for players
7t0 10 years old, will be
held March 2 from 1-4

while Session 4 wﬁl”run
from 1 p.m. to 4 pim. -
The cost of each B
. session is $25, which
includes three hours of
instruction fromithe
Salem coaching staf]
and varsity team em-

participé.n s persession
Formote rifaimation,

contact Cathy at (734) ‘

Katie Cezat is featured
in Sports Hhistrated’s
“Faces in the Crowd”
section in the Jan. 26
‘edition.

The 6-foot senidr is
lanided for netting 36

points; 20 rebou

win over Ferris.State in
December.

player of the g
December. .
Cezat is averaging
27.7 points per.ganie
this season and has led
the Chargers to a No. 4
national ranking —the
school’s highest ever.

Ocelots honored

W Schooleraft -
College’s Allyson King,

a sophomore midfielder
from Livonia Stevenson,
recently earned
National Junior College -
Athletic Association
Division I honorable
mention honors in wom-
en’s soccer.

The fourth-ranked
Lady Ocelots also had
five players make the
NICAA All-Region
12 team including
King, Meghan Horgan
(Livonia Franklin) Claire .
Baptist (Plymouth),
Sally EEsperance and
Samantha Harrington.

B Schooleraft College’s
Rick Larson was
recently named NJCAA
Region 12 Coach of the
Year in men’s soccer.

Among the first-team
All-Region 12 selections -
for the Ocelots, who
reached the NJCAA
Division I National
Tournarment, were
Michael Iyoha and Andy
Addlington.

Second-team picks
included John Swistyn,
Hunter Robertson and
Chris Riley.
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