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Canton police
track down

man wanted in
armed robberies

BY TONY BRUSCATO
. OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A 22-year-old Ann Arbor man is being held
on $500,000 bond after being arrested Monday
night in connection with the armed robbery of a
sandwich shop in Canton.

- And that may be only the beginning of his
troubles, as he’s also-a suspect in restaurant
robberies in Plymouth Township, Livonia and
Garden City.

Following a number of leads
from the public, Shawn William
Bowman was taken into custody
without incident shortly before
10 p.m. Monday night while
driving near Sheldon and Ford
roads. Canton police believe
Bowman is responsible for the
rebbery of a Subway restaurant
on Canton Center Road Friday
afternoon. An undisclosed amount of cash was
taken after the robber showed the clerk a gun in
his waistband and demanded money from the
cash register.

“We recéived numerous tlpS from our
Community Alert program and known associ-
ates of the suspect,” Canton Police Sgt. Debra
Newscme said. “We were able to follow the leads
and tracked him down as he was drivingto a
meeting in Canton.”

Bowman was arraigned Tuesday afternoon in
35th District Court in front of Judge Ron Lowe.
The list of charges includes felony armed rob-
bery, which is punishable by up to life in prison,
and being a habitual offender. Lowe set a pre-
liminary exam date of Jan. 30 at the Plymouth
court. Bowman can be released from jail if he
posts 10 percent — $50,000 — of the bond
amount.

Several police departments want to question
— and possibly charge — Bowman. Plymouth
Township may be interested in him as a suspect
in the robbery of a Jet’s Pizza store. Livonia
police are looking at Bowman for armed rob-
beries at three businesses — Quiznos, Tubby’s
and Town Peddler. And Garden City believes he
may be the gunman in an attempted robbery
at the Lucky Wok restaurant. All the robberies
occurred this month.

Bowman
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Praising peace, togetherness

Sisters Courtney and Andrea Sheiby of Canten kicked
off Canton’s annual Martin Luther King Jr. celebration
on Monday with their rendition of ‘'The Star Spangled
Banner' and were joined by many of the 350 people
who attended the event at the Village Theater. For
more photos and a story about the celebration,
please see page A7,
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The Emagine Theaters in Canton showed the mauquratmn on the b|q screen, Plymouth resident Mark Lee cheers the swearing-in of Barack Obama. the Adth presrdent of -

Time to get to work

Those watching historic inaugUrati‘on' at Emagine Theater have advice for Obama

the United States.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

As President Barack Obama gets down
the business of running the country, Jeffery
Shamberger of Canton Township is hopeful
the riew president will get to work immedi-
ately on a stimulus package that will benefit
cash-starved Michigan.

“We've been hit very hard because so many-

things are related

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 1o the automo-

If you had the ear.of caid Shambor ger
President Barack 06ama,  “There’s a lot of
what would you tefi him unemployment and
to Work onfirst? Send home foreclosures.
your thaughts to Editor Nobody’s looking
Kurt Kuban at kkuban@-  for afree lunch, we
hometowniife.com of post ;‘;ﬁ; want to have
a comment on pur Web site Shamberger’s

_at';www.hqmetowmife.cem. wife, ReGina

Coles-Shamberger,
understands the new president has a lot on his
plate.

“I'think that Americans are really feeling
good about this country and will get behind
him, and hopefully Congress will get behind
him and stop the partisan bickering and unify
this country,” she said.

The Shambergers were among several hun-
dred people — many who cheered, gave stand-
ing ovations and chanted “Obama” — in the-
ater No. 9 at the Emagine Theater in Canton
Tuesday while watching Obama being sworn
in as the nation’s 44th president.

Most who watched it on the big screen
didn’t know one another. However, despite

Canton residents Jeffery Shamberger and wife ReGina talk ahout the inauquratian at Emagine Theater,

being strangers, on this day they were one to
share in the experience, just like the millions
in Washington, D.C.

“It felt like you were there, you could feel the
enthusiasm,” said Mark Lee, 48, of Plymouth
Township. “We just celebrated Dr. (Martin
Larther) King and talked about his dream, and
I think this is the next step in fulfilling that
dream. When hé took that oath of office, and
you looked at the faces in the crowd, it was
very diverse and everybody was so proud, with
no racial or economic boundaries. -

“I really appreciate the fact he talked (in his
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inaugural address) about responsibility a,nd :
accountability,” added Lee. “I think it's time for 3
us as Americans to stop blaming everybody else
and be responsible for our own actions.” :
Jeffery Shamberger said the inauguration of
the first African~American presuient remind-
ed him of his parents and the inequities they ' '
had to endure. . ' it
“Growing up and seeing their struggles and - -
always wanting to make a better country forus,” -* r
said Shamberger, 59. “Though they couldntbe i
here, what they were saying to us aboutkeep v
strong and keep working, and it pays off like this.”/

Warming Homes

1d Hiaas ts

The Heat and Warrnth Fund (T HAW) isa nonproft

organization established to provide low-income
families with energy assistance during crisis. For
the 2007-2008 heating season, THAW distributed

| eor avaly new t;haeking aecount apened in fanuary 2008,
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at 5 p.m., on exhibit at the fund-raising canton-mi.org or contact the

Orchestra Canton Wednesday, event to be held at Plymouth Summit Front Desk at (734).

Orchestra Canton will pres- Feb.4,atThe . High School in Canton. The. 394-5460. Parents who would
ent its second concert this Inn at St, juried art event is produced like to be added to our mews
season under the direction of - John's, Grande  twice each year by the PCMB group and receive updates on
Music Director and Conductor Ballroom, to help support the band and current home school epportu-
Nan Washburn — “Mozart’s 44045 Five color guard programs at the nities though Leisure Services,
Birthday Blast” — at 8 p.m., . Mile Road, Plymouth-Canton Educational please e-mail Jason Lombardo
Saturday, Jan. 24, at the Plakas Plymouth Park. at jlombardo@canton-mi.org.
Village Theater at Cherry Hill. Township. A Artists and crafters who -

Celebrate this great com-

‘poser’s birthday with an eve- -

ning of his most well-known
and beloved |
works, Along
with solos

by Plymouth
Symphony
Orchestra and
Orchestra
Canton
concertmas-
ter, Mark
Schuppener
and principal violist, Mircea
Cure, the orchestra will
showcase Mozart’s range of
genius through performances
of “Contra Dances K 603",
‘Sinfonia Concertante”, and
the great “Jupiter” Symphony
No. 41. The evening will also
include a special piece based
on Mozart’s music by Aaron
Jay Kemis called, “Mozart

en Route, A Little Traveling
Music” with a bluegrass twist.

Orchestra Canton is sup-
ported by the Partnership for
the Arts and Humanities, the
Michigan Council for Arts
and Cultural Affairs, a part-
ner agency of the National
Endowment for the Arts, and
throngh the donations of its
patrons.

Orchestra Canton tickets,
which are $25 for adults, $20
for seniors, and $10 for chil-
dren, may be purchased in
person at the PSO office or
by calling {734} 451-2112 or
online at wWwWw. plymouthsym-
phony.org.’

Blood drive

Canton Township will host
a Red Cross Blood Drive
on Monday, Jan. 26 from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Canton
Administration Building’s
lower level meeting room B.
For more information or to
make an appointment, contact
John Spencer at {734) 394-
5246 or Jspencer@canton—
mi.org.

Plakas mvéstlture

The investiture of James A.
Plakas as judge of the 85th
District Court will be held

Mozart

PrLymouTH
500 5. Harvey

(734) 453-1200

reception will immediately fol-
low. Judges are asked to bring
their robes. The public is wel-
come. For more information,
call (734) 414 0600,

Local comedian fo
perform.

Local comedian Wyatt
Giangrande, who is just 13
years o0ld and has been per-
forming comedy for more than
seven years now, will perform
Friday evening at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill, along
with come~
dians Ryan
| Hamilton and
Steve Maconie,
who are both
nationally
known acts.
Wryatt, who is
a student at
St. Damian
School in
‘Westland, has
performed at Mark Ridley’s
Comedy Castle in Royal
Qak, as well as local venues
throughout the year.

Tickets for the show, which
beging at 8 p.m., are §15.

For more information or to
purchase tickets visit www._
canton-mi.org/villagetheater.
Tickets can also be purchased
at Summit on the Park by
phone at (734) 394-5460 or in
person. To purchase tickets at
the Village Theater at Cherry
Hill box office, stop by during
box office hours: Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Friday
and Saturday, 7-9 p.m. and
Sunday, 5:30-7:30 p.m. The
Village Theater ticket office
will also be.open one hour
prior to each performance.

Arts and crafts
exhibitors wanted

The Plymouth-Canton.
Music Boosters (PCMB) is
hosting its Annual Spring
Arts and Crafts Engemble
on Saturday, March 14.

anqrande

" Exhibitors who hand-craft

their own items are invited
to submit an application to

are interested in applying for
consideration to exhibit should
visit www.pcmb.net/artcraft to
download an application and
submit with photos by early
February or contact Carol -

.Rosati at (734) 455-0714. Only
100 exhibitors will be permit-
ted to exhibit at this artistic
event. Over the last four years,
more than 6,000 attendees
have visited the PCMB Arts &
Craft Ensembles.

“The Arts & Craft
Ensembles are two of the most
successful fund-raisers we
host each year,” stated Dennis
Carnevale, president of the
2009 Plymouth-Canton Music
Boosters. “The money raised
helps the concert and march-
ing bands, color guard and
percussion programs that pro-
vide students with a one of a
kind arts experience. Qur craft
shows have built a reputation
for being some of the best run
arts and craft events in'the
area.”

For more information, visit
www.pcmb.net. ’

Divorce support group

DivorceCare, a divorce
recovery seminar and support
group meets at Calvary Baptist
Church (43065 Joy Road,
Canton) each Wednesday at 7
p.m. Child care and children
ministries programs are pro-
vided. DivorceCare features
nationally recognized experts
on divorce and recovery top-
ics. Seminar sessions include
“Facing My Anger,” “Facing
My Loneliness,” “Depressmn,
“New Relationships,”
“KidCare” and “Forgiveness.”

This is a safe place where
confidentiality is required. If
.you are divorced, separated, or
considering either, this conld
be a good fit for you.

For more information, call
Tony and Jean Laughter at
(734) 981-1767.

“Hilarity for Charity’

The homeless fund-raiser
"Hilarity for Charity” will take
place at 7 p.m., Feb, 6, at the
Village Theater in Canton.

| -Safe

Rockettes shine in competitions

The varsity and junior varsity Salem High Rockettes both did well at a
dance competition on Jan. 17 at the Palace of Auburn Hiils. The varsity team
{above) placed fourth in the pom division, and the junior varsity (below)
piaced fifth in the pom division. The varsity squad is leaving on Jan. 30 for
Orlando to compete in the UDA National Competition. Good luck ladies!

The event will feature appetiz-
ers, a cash bar, two stand up
comedians, and a premier for
a short comedic film. Itisa
family friendly riight with 100
percent of ticket sales going
straight to benefit the home-
less of downtown Detroit.
Tickets are $25 for a student’
and $40 for everyone ¢lse.
Ifinterested tickets canbe -
purchased by calling (248)-
473-2000 from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. or through the Summit
on the Park by calling (734)-
394-5460. Cash, Visa, and
Mastercard are all accepted.

Home school programs

Canton Leisure Services
is offering new home school
programs to the Canton com-
munity that will provide chil-
dren ages 5 to 12 with classes
that encourage physical fit-

cure lnvestment

“in your future.

LCANTON

6355 N. Canton Center + 47463 Michigan Ave.

{877) 937-2328 toll free

COMMUNITY

NORTHVILLE
400 E. Main

Now more than ever, you need a financial
institution that looks out for you., Community
Financial s not-for-profit and your accounts
are federally insured up to $250,600.

Get peace of mind, knowing your savings are
safe & secure for the long term,

Call or stop by a Community Financial office today!

www.cfeu.org
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ness, art education and social
opportunities regardless of
where they study. All of these
new programs were created in
responge to feedback received
in 2008 from focus groups
-with area parents of home |
“school children. More than

20 parents provided input on
various classes they would like
to see made available for their
children.

The new programis are
scheduled to begin through-
out the month of January.
Activities geared toward
students, include: swim les-
sons; aerobics; gym and
art classes, ag well as drop-
in opportunities in the
Summit Aquatic Center on

- Wednesdays and Fridays

from 1-3 p.m., located at
46000 Summit Parkway,
and at the BLOCK Youth
and Teen Center on Tuesdays
from noon- 3 p.m., located at
44237 W. Michigan Avenue.
Registration fees vary per
class or program. Some pro-
grams offer a 20 percent dis-
count for additional children.
The Summit Kids Corner will
be available for parents with
young children. Normal rates

will apply. For more informa- -

tion or to see a complete class
schedule, please visit leisure,

Slavens coffee hour

New State Rep. Dian
Slavens, D-Canton, is invit-
ing residents to join her at her
first coffee hour to enjoy a
cup of coffee and share their
ideas and concerns. The coffee
hour is set for Monday, Feb. 2,
irom 9:30 a.m, {0 10:30 a.m.
at the Canton Public Library,
1200 S. Canton Center Road.
Slavens is the new State
Representative for the 21st
House District, which covers
Canton Township, Van Buren
Township and Belleville.

“I'm eager to sit down with
the residents that I represent -

in the Michigan House and lis-

ten to their thoughts and con-
cerns,” Slavens said. “Talking
with our residents about issues
that are important to them
and their families will help me
to better represent our com-
munity at the Capitol. I know.
that Michigan is facing tough
challenges right now. Through
hard work and determina-
tion I will fight to create more
good-paying jobs for our work-
ers and get our economy back
on track.”

Kiwanis fund-raiser
The Plymouth Canton
Kiwanis Breakfast Club is
sponsoring a euchre party
to fight off the winter dol-

drums on Saturday, Jan.

24, at the VEW Post 7575 at
33011 Ford Road in Garden

“City. All proceeds of the

event will support commu-

" nity wide servite programs

such as their dictionary
project that provides a per-
sonal dictionary to all third
graders in Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools.

The entry fee is $10 with
sign-in at 7 p.m. and games
beginning af 7:30 p.m. There
will be lots of prizes and a cash
bar with refreshments avail-
able for purchase. Call Debby
at (734) 282-2340 or e-mail at
dtorzy@hotmail.com to regis-
ter or to get more information.
Walk-ins are welcome. G

Canton Toastmasters

The Canton Communicators
Toastmasters Club, a non-
profit group where members
learn both communication
and leadership skills, meets
every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
at the Canton Coney Island at

8533 Lillev Road, just south of

Joy Road, in the Golden Gate
Plaza. Visitors are always wel-
come. For more information,
please contact Bonnie at (734)
£646-2237.

Dbserver
<} OANNETT

HOW T0 REACH US

Home Delivery/Customer Service.........-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)

NEWSFOOM........onin(313) 2222223 FAX.iriririnn (313) 223-4650
Classified Advertising...........cccocooreccrrcrnn, 1-800-579-SELL (7355)
Display Advertising (734) 582-8363

-hometownlife.com

615 West Lafayette, Detroit, Ml 48226

Happy Hounds
now offers....

Gage-Free

trained and foving staff member!

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO
CUDDLE AT.NIGHT?

Overnight Boarding!

Your dog will have all the comforts of
home in our home-like environment,
Including sleeping on the bed with our

Doy Day Care * Boarding * Traininy Classes
Visit our wehsite for defails

Happy Hounds!”

If you are at work, on vacation,
or traveling for business, we are at work
caring for your loyal friend & companion

;  734-459-DOGS !
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‘After 30 years, everyone knows bartender’s name at Rusty Na|I

BY TONY BRUSCATO
CBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The Rusty Nail on Ford
Road is probably as close to
television’s Cheers as yow'll
find in Canton.

However, unlike the famous
Boston bar where “everybody
knows your name,” that’s not nec-
essarily the case at “The Nail”

“Idon’t know hardly any-
body’s names, it takes you
forever to remember them,”
said Robert “Moose” Mclssac,
bartender at the Rusty Nail.
“But you always remémber
what they drink. If you come
in two years later, I will know
it’s vodka tonic.”

Moose ~ a nickname since
seventh grade because he langhs
“like 2 moose in heat” — has been
at the Rusty Nail for 30 years,
and that’s a whole lot of drinks to
remember, Not bad for a guy who
was hired as a bartender even
though he didn’t know anything
about mixing drinks,

“I was on medical leave
from my job shoveling sand

Robert ‘Moose' Mctssac has served patrons at the Rusty Nail for 30 years.

to Chrysler for one night and
said, ‘Screw this’ and I've been
here ever since.

“1 didn’t know anything abut
pouring drinks, but I faked it,”
he addéd. “T knew I was good

at a foundry at Chrysler and
1just kind of found this job,”
said Mclssac, 55, of Canton
Township. “It was a whole
lot more fun and when my

BILL. BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

with people, so [ let it ride
from there.”

- It's been & good ride. So much
50 the Rusty Nail is throwing
a 30th anniversary party in’
Melssac’s honor 1-6 p.m. Sunday.

To some regulars, Mclssac is

the Rusty Nail.

“This is our Cheers, and we
love it,” said Kathy Zawacki,
who patronizes the Rusty
Nail with her husband, Walt,
Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. “Moose is very friend-

.ly. He’s the personality and the .

jokes guy. He's always happy.”
MelIssac said during his 30
years behind the bar serving
drinks he’s heard it all, and
rarely gives advice to forlorn loy-
ers because “they're not going to
listen to you anyway.” However,
Melssac will put a stop to con-
versations surrounding politics.
“You either have to throw
them out or tell them to watch
their language,” he said. “They
say it’s freedom of speech, but
I tell them to take it out the
door because all you're doing
is getting ready to start a fight

- with somebody.”

But behind the “tough guy”
image is a man most consider
afriend and the guy who will
drive a patren who's had too

bar closes at 2 a.m.

“I love my Moose,” said
Shelley Mehal of Canton, a
waitress at the Rusty Nail for
20 years. “He's just a down-
right good guy. He tries to be
mean, but hie's really not.”

Second-genera.tlon Rusty.
Nail owner John Johnson was
only a teen working at the Bar
when his father, Russell hlred
Meclssac.

*Moose isan 1co sald P
Johnson, 49, of Ca,nmn ‘When ’
you talk about the Rusty Naik. ™
everyone warts to know if Moose
ig still there. I never have to worry
about the business when I'm not
there. We feel very fortunate he’s
still working for us. He’s there as
long as he wants to be.”

And it doesn’t appear
Mclssac is ready to hang it up.

“I still look forward to going to

work every single day,” he said.
“The customers are great, [ have
the greatest crew of girls in the
wotld to work with and the own-

- ers have always been good to me.

1t’s like going to a party every
night and getting paid forit.”.

medical was up, I went back

We have “No Problem”

saving you money.

hen you insure bo.th your
car and home wi th us, through
Auto-Owners Insurance Company,
we'll save you money! Stop in, or

call us today for a “No Problem

insurance check-up.

Auto-Owners Insurance

Life Mome Car Business

Tho b Bablom Rene®

Best Possible Premiums. Happy Customers Since 1959.

32646 Five Mile Road ® Livonia, MI 48154

734-522-3900

www.metroagency.net
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much to drink home after the

Winter Clearance Sale!

Every Piece of Solid Wood
& Upholstered Furniture

15%-70% Off!

Not only is all of our furniture
American made, but it’s all solid
wood, and bu11t to last a lifetime!

G]ENERML ST@RE

5206 Plymouth Rd

Just outside of Ann Arbor
Mon-Sat 10-6, Fri 10- 8, Sun i1-5

‘www.dixboro.com ¢ (734)‘663-5‘550%%

St. Damian Catholic School
29891 Joy Road, Westland 48185
‘Open House -
sepvice  Sunday, January 25th -~ Noon-2pm ¢
catnouic scnoons Come meet our teachers, parents and students!!

Strong Faith Formation * Religion, Reading, Phonics;

* Weekly school Mass English, Spelling, Math,
« Sacramental programs Science, Social Studies,
» Daily prayer Computers, Art, Music,

» After school Religious
Education Program

Strong Basic Academics

+ Fully accredited by MNSAA

* Preschool 3 years - 8* grade

+ Small class sizes

* Certified and highly
qualified teachers & counselor

Foreign Language, Physical
Education
» CYO Sports and Intramural Sports
* National Junior Honor Society
* Student Council
* Livonia bus
* Licensed Latchkey
* Hot lunch program
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| or more information: 734-427-1680
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If you want great rates and accessibility, we've got choices. Our
Linked-Rate CD deposit feature sends your monthly interest directly
into your qualifying Huntington account, and our Huntington® Easy
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Westla
offers

BY ALISON BERGS!EKER
ADVERTORIAL COORDINATOR

When it comes to making
New Year’s resolutions, health-
related pledges are the most
common choices, with many
vowing to shed unwanted
pounds, eat healthier, stop
smoking or learn to manage
stress at work. .

But maintaining good health
is important year-round, mak-
ing the'need for reliable treat-
ment facilities, physicians and
services a necessity within
Metro Detroit’s communities.

Garden City Hospital’s
newly renovated 30,000~
square~foot Westland
Specialty Center has a fresh
look this year with customized
programs for various needs
— all convenieritly locatedin a
modernized facility.

“We've-added capacity,
capabilities and new pro-
grams,” said Art Gréenlee,
Vice President of Operations.
“Here, in one location, is some
of the most sophisticated care
of its type available anywhere.”

The Westland facility cel-
ebrated its grand opening
March 15, 2008, and provides
a number of services, includ-
ing the hospital’s Wound
Healing & Hyperbaric Center,
which houses an eight-person
hyperbaric chamber that deliv-
ers oxygen therapy to patients
with hard-to-heal wounds.

The chamber space is simi-
lar to-what you would expe-
rience in & first class cabin
of an airplane with room to
stand and walk arcund. As
the second largest chamber in
the state, it measures 8 feetin
diameter by 24 feet in length

d

).

Health

The road to a new you

nd Specialty Center
sophisticated care

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The center is home to a Wound Healing & Hyberbarlc Center, which houses an eight-person hyberbanc
chamber (shown above) that delivers oxygen therapy to patients with hard-to-heal wounds.

and includes a bathroom.
Patients may enjoy a personal
TV monitor, nap or read dur-
ing their treatment.

The multi-person cham-
ber — one of the largest in
Michigan — commonly treats
diabetic foot wounds, chronic
bone infections, compromised
skin grafts and flaps, radiation
damage, surgical wounds and
crush injuries. In addition,
Woestland Specialty Center

offers a monoplace, single per-

son chamber, which extends

~ the treatment optiens ava:lable_

to patlents

A range of offerings
Located at 85600 Central
City Parkway just north of

Dr. Stanley Sczecienslkd’s practice
is located within a convenient,
comprehensive Sports

Rehabilitation Center, offering:

* Massage Chinic

. GarDEN Crry

Westiand Specié!ty Center
Affifoted vith Gardonr City Hospited .
35600 Centeal Ciry Plowy, Ste. 104

Westland Mall, the center also
offers the community:

» Garden Cit{’s Sleep
Disorders Center — sleep
studies are performed.within
six hotel-like bedrooms with
state-of-the-art sleep monitor-
ing equipment.

s Garden City Home Medical
Equipment — for home care
needs including walkers;
respiratory and oxygen thera-
py supplies; breast pumps; and
bathroom safety aids.

» Laboratory Serviees Diaw -

Station - aprivate setting for -

patients to have blood drawn
quickly and comfortably.

« Sports Rehabilitation -~ 7
Center — houses an aquatic
therapy pool, team.of physi-~.: .
cal therapists, a workout

* Aquatic Therapy
* Orthopedic - Sports
Therapy

' * Head-Neck-Back
Rehabilitation

« Computer Functional
Assessment

« Special Splinting

HOsPITAL

Wastland, M 48183

. area and Nautilus machines,
Garden City Hospital’s Sports
Medicine program is sure to
help patients return back to
their game.

"We are extremely proud.
. of how this center has grown
and changed,” Greenlee said.’
 “We have excellent people and
great technology to meet our
patients’ complex needs.”
To schedule an appoint-
ment with a physician or at

uw - SO

the Westland Specialty Center,

eall 877—717—WELL or v1s1t
WWW. gcﬁoap.m'g

A ternal Medicine
Sleep D;wxdar

Get
fit

The latest in fitness and
weight training accessories

BY JOHN R. HALL
SPECIAL WRITER

Some of the most popular
fiiness and weight training
accesgories are also some
of the most traditional ones
too.

Some are steeped in tradi-
tion, only to be enhanced
and improved for fitness and
weight training routines and
workouts,

For example, the hula
hoop, made popular in the
‘50s and ‘60s, has made a
comehack as a fitness acces-
sory, albeit more weighted to
enhance workouts.

The items in the list below
represent seme of the more
popular products used by
people who choose to set up
their own “in-home gym-
nasium” in order to achieve
the goals they set forth to
become fit and healthy in
2009. If you need more
information on any of these
products and name brand
manufactarers, do a'word
search in your Internet

browser. For example, keying
" in “hula hoop” brings back

‘over five million results!
* Weighted fitness ball
- Sometimes known as an

| exercise ball, itis construct-.

ed of elastic soft PVC with a
diameter of approximately
14-34 inches, It is most often
used in physical therapy a,nd
exerclse

s Medicine ball

= Weighted ball usualiy sold -

" in 225 Ib. sizes and used in”
plyometric weight training i
increase exploswe power in

athletes in all sports. Helps "

1 develop core sirength and
! improve coordination, bal-
ance and endurance.

+ Kettlebell ~ A tradi-
tional Russian cast iron
weight resembling a can-
nonbal} with a handle. The
kettlebell has become a
popular exercise tool in the

United States. Some modern

kettlebells feature adjustable
weights. Kettlebell workouts
are intended to increase
strength, endurance, agthty
and balance.

+ Indian clubs - Jugghng
equipment that was popular
in the late 19th- and early-
20th century in Europe, the .
British Commonwealth and .
the United States. These are
bowling-pin shaped wooden
clubs of varying sizes and
weights that are swung in
certain patterns as part of an
exercise prograr.

» Dumbbells - Possibly
the most recognizable of any
weight training accessory.
Two types make up this cat-
egory: Adjustable dumbbells,
which are weight disks slid

onto the outer portions of the |

dumbbell and secured with
clips or collars; and fixed-

.pulldowns, shrugs, deadlifts

A portable alternative to

‘mon piece of equipment for
. use in many exercise/fitness .

“ing platforms dnd is part of

+ avoid knee damage that may

-of an aerobic workout and

-work has made jumping rope

- gizes and materials, designed

- Used for all-purpose train-

" of these gloves are made of

record how many steps the

product to time and record

weight dumbbells, available
in a variety of Welghts and
created in a dumbbell shape.
» Lifting straps

- Designed to alleviate

pain associated with heavy
lifts but a key ingredient in
weight training, i.e. lateral

and low rows; any move-
ment, set or exercise requir-
ing a sure grip.

.+ Resistance band

weights for strength training,
A variety of exercises have
been devised to target spe-
cificmuscle groups,

* Aerobic step ~ A com- -

programs. It can cotme with
adjustable sizing or stack-

low-impact, high-intensity
aerobic exércise:
« Jump rope - Iis use can

occur during running, since
the impact of each jump or
step is absorbed by both legs.
Jumping rope also helps
strengthen the arms and
shoulders. This combination

coordination-building foot-

a'popular form of exercise
for athletes, especially boxers
and wrestlers.

» Exercise mat ~ Portable
mat that comes in various

to give a person the option
of working out in a variety of
indoor Jocations.

» Weightlifting gloves

ing and weightlifting. Many

stretch material, includ-
ing mesh, to let fingers and
hands bend naturally.

» Slimmer belt - Can be
worn for long periods of time
and adjust to any waist size.
Tt “slims and trims” physical
appearance iimmediately and
belps support lower back and
abdomen.

+* Pedometer - Used origi-
nally by sports and physical
fitness enthusiasis and are
now popuiar as an everyday
exercise measurer and moti-
vator. Often worn on the belt
and kept on all day, it can

wearer has walked that day.
-» Stopwatch - Abandy '

various exercise routines.

248. 321.6612
Call for Directions!
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Wayne High seeks nominations

W-W offers schoos of choice for 2009-10 '

Parents or guardians
interested in moving
their elementary middle
schoolers to a different
Wayne-Westland school
will be able to sign up for
Schools of Choice begin-
ning Friday, Jan. 30. The
district will again offer
district residents the
program to kindergarten
through eighth-grade stu-
dents for the 2009-2010
school year.

The program provides
parents the opportunity to
move their child from one
school to another within
the boundaries of the
school district provided
there is room available in

‘the school. Transportation
to and from the school of
choice must be provided
by the parents or lega.l
guardian.

School district residents
who would like their child
to attend an elenientary or
middle school other than
their school of residency
must submit a 2009-

2010 Schools of Choice
application which will be
available in every Wayne-
Westland school by Friday,

Conference of Western
Wayne taps Wild to
serve as chairman

Members of the Conference
of Western Wayne have elected

- Westland Mayor William Wild

1o serve to chair the executive
committee for 2009 and 2010,

The CWW represents 18
‘Wayne County communities,
including Canton, that have
collaborated for nearly 30 years
to improve public service and
create efficiencies' by working
in a bi-partisan manner.

“Due to our region’s declin-
ing tax revenues, it will be even
more challenging to maintain
the level of quality services
for our residents,” said Wild.
“Therefore, the biggest charge
of the CWW this yearis to
work collaboratively to share
and consolidate municipal
resources so that we can not
only protect vital city ser-
vices, but also stimulate eco-
nomic development to spur job
growth within our region.”

The CWW Board of
Directors is made up of the

. mayors and supervisors of
all member municipalities.
Also elected to the Executive
Committee were Wayne
Mayor Al Haidous, vice-chair,
Plymouth Township Supervisor
Richard Reaume as secretary
and Northville Township
Supervisor Mark Abbo as trea-
surer. The chair emeritus is
Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey.

KNOW THE
'SCORE

check 'out the
numbers in
today's

sports

section

www.Lnitedtent reservices.com

Jan, 30.

Schools of Choice appli-
cations for elementary
school students will be
accepted in the Pupil
Accounting Office at the
Board of Education, 36745
Marquette, Westland,
between Jan. 30 and
March 2. Schools of
Choice applications for
middle school students
will be accepted in the
Pupil Accounting Office
between March 9 and
April 20.

No new Schools of
Choice applications will be
accepted for high school
students, Applications
received according to these
time lines will permit, if
space is available, selected
students t6 begin the.
2009-2010 school year in_
their school of choice. If
more students apply for a
grade and/or building than
there are operings, a ran--
dom selection process will
be used to select students.
The names of students not
selected will be placed on
a waiting list for'the 2009-
2010 school year.

Current Schools of

Warrers 1 Tratloriz Grosse

" Choice students must

reapply to remain eligible
for the program.

After the deadlines,
Schools of Choice appli-
cations will be accepted
until Sept. 7, at the
elementary or middle
school the parent and/or
guardian would like the
child to attend. These
names will be added to
the 2009-2010 school year
waiting lists on a first-
come, first-served basis.

‘Building principals will

use the waiting lists to
notify qualified students
of an opening. Building
principals will be allowed
to place Schools of Choice
students only through
Sept. 18.

A Schools of Choice stu-

dent will be moved back to

his or her home school, if
an overcrowding situation
occurs within the first 10
weeks of the school year.
After 10 weeks, the stu-
dent will be permitted to
remain in the school of

choice for the remainder. of

the school yedr, provided
all other conditions con-
tinue to be satisfied.

\“sfiﬁi
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for Distinguished Alumni Medal

The call has been put
out for nominations for the
Wayne Memorial High School
Distinguished Alumni Medal.
The award is presented annual
as part of commeéncement
ceremonies at the Wayne high
school.

“We have had many out-
standing people graduate from
Wayne Memorial,” said Wayne
Memorial Principal Valerie
Orr. “Many have contributed
significantly the betterment =
of society on alocal, state,
national or international level.
The Distinguished Alumni
Award is our way of honoring

- an outstanding graduate on an

Check us out on the
Web every day at
hometownlife.com
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annual basis.”

The prestigious award has
become a part of the annual
commencement ceremony of
Wayne Memorial High School.
Each winner is awarded a
medal inscribed with the offi-
cial school seal..

“This is an opportunity for
our current graduating class,
to hear first hand from a for-
mer alumnus who has madé
his or her mark on seciety,”
Orr said.

The most difficuit task is to
locate the many alumni who
have distinguished themselves
since their graduation. Forthat -
reason, Wayne Memorial is ask-

ing the community to help in its
search. Members of the com- |
munity can nominate a Wayne -
Memorial graduate by ¢ontact-
ing ... Rawson, secretary to the

- principal, at Wayne Memorial
High School, 3001 Fourth St.,
Wayne, MI 48184 or by calhng
{("734) 419-2206. Nominations
are due by Feb. 27. . ’

A "Distinguished Alumni”

committee has been estab-
lished at Wayne Memorial

to decide on the récipient for
-2009. An announcement of
the winner will be made in. -
mid-May. The recipient will be
honored at commencement on
June 6.
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Staff changes will
not change our focus

These are difficult times we are enduring. It seems every-
where you look people are losing their jobs or their homes, or
both. For too many people things that have been taken for
granted, like putting food on the table or paying the mortgage,
have become a struggle.

The newspaper business has gone through its share of trou-
bles just like most sectors of the economy. We have not been

spared here at the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. Recently

we had to lay off some quality people, including several people
in our editoria] department. Unfortunately one of those people
was Canton reporter Tiffany L. Parks.

Most of the pecple reading this can relate to the situa-

tion, having to watch a respected colleague take a layoff, not
because of performance but due to this rotten econemy. Ms.
Parks spent the better part of three years getting 1o know the
Canton community, covering its governinent, its business com-~
munity and most importantly its people. Her colorful stories
were aimost always uplifting and full of hope. Hopefully you
had the chance to meet with ber. If you did, you probably feel
like her eolleagnes — sad that she is leaving,

However, neither her departure nor the other changes that
our newspaper is going through changes our core mission here
at the Cznton Observer -~ and that is to do the very best bring-
ing you, our readers, the important news that impacts the lives
of the people in the Canton oommumty That has always been
our mdssion.

The new Canton reporter isnt exactly new to the newspa-
per or to Canton. Tony Bruscato, who is a longtime Canton
resident, will take over the duties of covering Canton. You
may recognize the name, becanse Tony has been covering the
Plymouth-Canton school distriet for many years. He has been
with the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers for more than a
decade, spending most of the time covering -
the city of Plymouth along with the school dis-
trict. Like all of youi, Tony has a great interest
in the Cantop community,

Tony is very much looking forward to his
new beat. The learning curve won't be so great
becanse he already knows the main plavers in
the cotnmunity, as well as many of the good
people he calls neighbor. Still he would love Bryscato
to hear from you, especially if you have a good
story idea to share about a business or neighbor. He can be
reached at (313) 222-2637 or via e-mail him at thruscato@

hometownlife.com, Chanees are you will even run into him out

in the comamunity. Don't hesitate to say hello,

Along with Editor Kurt Kuban and Sports Editor Ed
Wright, Tony is devoted to providing the very best news cover-
age to you — our readers We will never lose sight of that goal.

State must fight the
urge to raid trust fund

Since the advent of the conservation movement, the state
of Michigan has had few successes like the Michigan Natural
Resources Trust Fund. The fund, which derives its revenue
from royalties earned on oil, gas and mineral extraction from
state lands, was initiated in 1976. Since then, it has provided
more than $600 million for the acquisition of important recre-
ational Jands and to develop state and local recreation assets.

During a time of strained budgets, especially in Lansing,
the trust fund has been a constant and dependable source
‘of revenute for the Department of Natural Resources to fund
important projects and conserve vital natural lands from the
onstanght of commercial development. This year alone, it will
dole out more than $48 milkion to fund 81 projects across the
slate. '

Some of those projects include $450,000 for Redford
Township to build a non-motorized trail along Bell Creek;
$500,000 to develop and renovate the Bald Mountain
Shooting Range in Oakland County; $1,452,500 to acquire
2.5 miles of rattway corridor in West Bloomfield for a recre-
ational trail; and $1405,000 to acquire 67 acres for a nature
preserve along an important tributary of the Huron River in

- Scio Township. This year, Canton Township will also receive a
$350,000 grant to construet six pedestrian bndges along the
Tower Rouge Recreation Trail,

Unfortunately, its dependability is now endangering the
rust fund. A transportation funding task force created by the
state Legisiature in 2007 to find ways to fix the staie’s aging
road infrastruchure recently released a report recommending
the state “redirect all or a portion” of the trust fund to address
fransporiation needs.

While we recognize the state needs to address its crumbling
roadways, raiding the Michigan Natoral Resources Trust Fund
is not the way to do it. Thiat’s not what the voters of this state
intended when they overwhelmingly supported the trust fund
several times, most recently in 2002, Besides, to divert funding
from the trust fimd would require a change in the state’s con-
stitution, which makes it unlikely.

Still, environmental groups have raised the red flag, because .

they know how important the trust fund has been in conserv-
ing some of the state’s most important natural landscapes
for current and future generations. State lawmakers should
regist the temptation to raid the trust fund. It is one of the frue
environmental suecess stories in thig state — one that has ben-
efited all Michigan residents. Hopefully, it will continue to do
so-for many years to come. .

Observer

€) GANNETT
Kurt Kuban | Susan Rosisk Jeannie Parent
Community Edifor | Executive Editor * | Senior Director of

‘ Sales & Marketing
Hugh Gallagher .
Managing Editor | '

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
readers, nurturé the homefowns we serve and contribute
to the business success of our customers,
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" What are we paying for?

1 have lived in Canton for 25 years and
the snow removal program from Wayne
County has never been so bad in the years I
hawe lived here in Brentwood Estates, south
‘of Ford Road and west of Morton Taylor. I
pay my taxes on time and expect the same
results, so far in 2009 this sub has not seeia
snow plow to this date. Times are tough and
reductions are almost mandatory in today’s
economy. Although there has been no cost
reductions as recorded to snow plowing in '
this subdivision with no reduction in pay-
ments for the services in which we pay for.

"The collection department does not hesi-
tate to send collection bills for the services

) that are part of cur government agreements,

although they will contest any no payinents
aggressively. We pay our tax dollars and
would Like our tax dollars in our sub shared
with the rest of Wayne County as our gov-
ernment officials were voted to protect and
serve.

Is it too much to ask for our share oi
services, or will they just keep takmg our
money, and disregard the services in which .
we depend ¢ on
Robert Ross

Lanton

4

Plowing has been terrible
- I thought the snow plowing has never

been so lax as it has been this winter. At the
very least they should target the main roads
a bit quicker ... like Ford, Michigan Avenue,
and Canton Center roads. It was very inter-
esting to me as I finally made into Plymouth
1o work, how great those roads were.

' Rose Bums

Lanton

Radio program is unigue
‘With a big smile, | vead your awesomme

article on Swirls Café (“Cupcake maker taps
into a ‘sweeter’ lifestyle,” Jan, 8) and decided

to write to you. Swirls Café’ was my first cli-

ent to advertise with Church and State Talk

Radio, Our production team believes they

make the best cupcakes around!
Immediately following the historical pres-

. idential election for Barack Obarna, Church

& State Talk show was created. | was asked

* 1o be the host and help produce the show, as

an educational, empowering and informa~
tive production for the Metropolitan Detroit
area and surronnding cities, We focus on

. national and local political issues and reli-

gion.
QOurteam is wmposcd of innovative
young talent and seasoned professionals
working together. Our mission is to educate
our community on the political issues that
matter to our struggling econornic society by
interviewing national and local political and

* religion leaders in a bipartisan approach.

‘We will present special Washington seg-
ments featuring Teamn Obama and couples
in politics. Currently these segments are
with Jackie Martin, CNN Contributing
Analyst Roland Martin's wife.

Church & State is the first radio pro-
gram of its kind in Metropolitan Detroit,
{0 explore the religion of politics and the
potitics of religion. We strive diligeuntly
to interview guests on each show. Asa
Canton resident and the host of Church &
State Talk Radio, I was pleased to have our”
Congressmen, Thaddeus McCotter, accept

T LETTERS

our live interview invitation, Congressmaﬁ -
MeCotter was our first male guest. _
Please take the time to read our guest

book and see what Detroiters are saying at

www.ChorchandStateUnited.com. We air
live at 1 p.m. Saturdays on 1500-AM. We are
streamlined live at WVAML)OOWLQV
com.
Thank You. .
Nina Calakan-James
- Canton

.Deal or no deal?

1 purchased a copy of the Cbserver and

read the article about the Plymouth-Canton -

Schools and its need to reduee costs, |

My company attempted to get business
with the district and other school districts
in Michigan, but we ran into the dreaded
“not invented here” syndrome. My con-

-pany, Pangea Waste Svstesas LLC, based

in Northwville, works with a wide variety of
businesses to audit their trash removal pro-
grams. We are very successful in reducing
these costs by tens of thousands of dollars
(check out our Web site at www. pangea-
waste.cony).

We are wrapping up a project this week

‘with alarge multinational chemical com-

pany based in Midland. We've saved them
over $20,600 and obtained a refund from
their trash hauler of $7,000. This from: one
of their smallest operating sites where they
employ 80 people.

Just think about what we could achieve at
a school district with 24 schools?

The savings we generate fov our clients
won't come from funds for instruction
or impact any unionized personuel. The
moniey’s already been allocated in the school
district’s 2008-2009 budget. |

Superingendent Fiegel and school board -
President Judy Mardigian stated inthe
article that “every line item” will be looked
at, and that they will need “a lot of creativ-
ity and alot of ideas” to help the d:stnct
improve its fiscal stance.

Well, P'm calling them both out. Schoel

districts employ a person called “the busi~ .

ness official.” This is typically the person
who will “bid out” the trash removal pro-
grams for all of the schools. The problem is

they don't want someone like me to investi-

gate these costs because when we find tens
of thousands of dollars in: savings, their boss
will wonder what the heck they've been
doing for the past 20 vears?

I know I'm opining here, but the fac’c is
that we've been doing this for over 11 years,

. and each project has been successful in gen-

crating substantial and sustainable savings
for our chients.

We're willing to give the school district
another shot. They have nothlng toloseand .

savings to gain.
Dreal or no deal? o ‘
Michael J. Smith
President, Pangea Waste Systems LLC
Narthvnlie
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Leading America back

Fiven as the epic faiture of the Bush
administration recedes into the past, there
is aconcerted and widespread attempt by
Republicans and conservative political oper-
atives to rewrite the disastrous history of the
past eight vears in America. Conservative
attemnpts to rewrite history are nothing new;
in fact, the practice of first framing and then

Lstters to the editor
- Canton Observer

méessanﬂy ﬁpeamng myths and ovtright
falsehoods is central to the modern pri actlce

“of their failed ideology.

Exaxaples of this abound, such as.

* the often repeated myth that America

was founded as a “Christian” nation. -
Unfortunately, the corporate media has
often willingly enabled and continues to
enable such nonsense; journalistic fact-

“checking; of right-wing disinformation is

often lost or drowned out by the Republican
noise machine,

" Defenders of the Bush disaster Frequcnﬂy
try to paint the administration in a more
favorable light with the specious claim that
“he kept us safe for the past seven years,”
while conveniently ignoring the mudtiple
failures of the Bush administration that ™
led to the Sept. 11, 2001, tervorist attacks

to begin with. Moreoves, the “kept us safe” .. . -

claim is factoally erroneous ~ remember the -
anthrax attacks a few months later ~ and
is easily debunked by the application of the
most rudimentary logic. 1 1s akin to care-
lessly leaving 2 young child unattended by a
swimming pool and then after the inevitable
tragedy oceurs, keeping all the other chil-
dren locked in the house for seven years, and
then bragging you kept thermn safe:

" Tifact, the Bush administration has left
America nuch less safe than when he took
office, thanks to a belligerent foreign policy
highlighted by the foolish invasion of Irag
under false pretenses, ultimately the worst

_ foreign policy debacle in United States his-- ‘

tory. Bush policies have alienated allies,.

" destroyed the goodwill of the world connﬁu—
. ity and served as a recruiting tool for.even

more foreign terrorists.
In spite of the desperate h1stor1cal
revisionism being undestaken by defénd-

-ers of America’s worst president ever, the

destriiction that the Bush admitfiistiation .
leaves behind is deep and wide, We havea ™
shredded Constitution, & wrecked economy,
a worsened enﬁronment a shatteredmul- -
tilateralisin, a strengthened plutoeracy, o
a partisan legal systern, an undermined.
scientific community, crippled national
security, trashed diplomacy, battered checks -
and balances. These cannot be fixed inafew -

" . maonths or even a few vears.

Godspeed to Barack Obamaand his
administration, as he leads America back
from the train wreck of Republican pohhca,i
malfeasance.

Joe Golonka
Westland

“SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Pldase
include your name, address and phone number -
for verification. We ask that your lefters he 400
words of fess. We may edit for ¢ arity, space :

and content. .

Mail

615 W. Lafayette, Second Level
Detroit, MI 48226
v
(313) 2234650 - - 0 w1
E-maif;
kkuban®hometowntife.com

QUOTABLE

“We did a citizens survey in 2004 and the No. 1 thing on the list were trails and walkmq paths. Iit's heen E
combination of public and private partnerships, people working toqether, to get it done. It exposes people to the
Lower Rouge River that nobody has ever had access fo, and it's abselutely beautiful.”

- Canton Leisure Services Director Ann Conklin discussing the Lower Rouge Recreation Trail, which wili soon
receive five new pedestrian bridges that wilt link the different segments of the trail
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Hundreds show up at Village Theater to ce

BY TONY BRUSCATO
(OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The first Martin Luther
King, Jr. celebration in Canton
Township drew 20 people to
the Canton Public Library.

Monday night - seven years
later - the event which honors
King and his struggles to bring
peace among all races altract-
ed a diverse crowd of 350 to -
the Theater at Cherry Hill.

‘T will try to keep peace,
make the world more peace-
ful and try to change the
world ... and not take as much
for granted,” said Joshua
Mayberry, 13, of Canton, after
attending the nearly two-hour
celebration. “Martin Luther
King really had an impact
because we now have an
African-American president.”

People young and old and of
all races joined in the celebra-
tion, which included young
dancers and singers from
Youth Under Construction,
which used their talents to
spread the word of peace;
as well as keyhote musician
Robert B. Jones, who demon-
strated - through music - that
what we perceive as differenc-
es among people may be closer
to being one in the same.

With his guitar slung over his
shoulder, Jones played music
from the days of slavery to the
present, telling stories that
indicated blacks and whites
had many common cultural
themes, not just differences.

“We should celebrate diver-
sity because we're all produced
by it,” Jones told the audience.
“We have no rock ‘n roll if you
have no rhythm and blues. You
have no rhythm and blues if
you have no gospel. You have
no gospel if you have no blues.
You have no blues if you have
no spiritual. It all comes out of
the same American mix.”

“Tony Kirk, 52, of Canton said
he felt it his duty to be at the cel-
ebration, which paid tribute King,

“For a community like
Canton, when you try to get
as much cultural diversity as
possible and the effort they

Celebrating diversity

ebrate King's Iegacy

JENNIFER TOBIN

Musician Robert B. Jones piayed music from the days of slavery to the present, telling stories that indicated blacks
and whites have many common cultural themes, not just differences.

do, you want to be a part of
it,” said Xirk, who called itan
honor to be with his wife and
children who are 2-, 5- and 17-
years-old at the event. “I just

iry to impress upon them it’s
good to understand the his-
tory, the struggles other folks
went through; and also under-
stand this movement hasn’t

just started now, it began a
long time ago and we're seeing
. some of it come to life now.”

tbruscato@hometowntife.com | (313) 222-2637
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- ~ Family Ouned & Operated » Quality, Selectwn & Service
p-lershey’s Shoes Hershey’s Too

1/2 Block West of Middlebelt {Near K-Mart}

TR

_ "All You Can Eat Buﬁet”

Grand Opening
734-416-9888

5848 Sheldon Road in Canton

Located on the NE corner of Ford and Sheldon
in \r\{aigreens Plaza

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs.....
Friday.....

Sunday...........

GARDEN CITY
734.422.1771
29522 Ford Road

Comfort Shoes
NOVI
243.%47.28%8
47750 Grand River
MR 9:30—2:;&)1?;9? W 0:30-6:00 In the West Market Square at Beck Road
A M-SAT 9:30-6

11am - 10pm
w1 10M - Midnight
Saturday........10om - 11pm
Noon - 8pm

34[& BRESLER | S'FAFF PHOTDGRAPHER

Five-year-old Kendali Klrk enjoys the recept;on before the beginning of
Canton's Martin Luther King Jr. celebration.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

At Canton Township's Viliage Theater at Cherry Hill, Deidra Clements and - -
Craig Stemas perform hip-hop songs with a positive message. They perform
with Youth Under Construction, an organization using music for fife--
transforming opportunities.

¢ @f@up @i@g
* Skate Rentals

« Convenient
Adjacent Parking
Open 7 Days
Including Holidays

%MMPU;;
MARTIUS
PARK

800 Woodward Avenue |
3 Blocks North of Jefferson

Loccn‘ed n Detroﬂ s Meehng Place Across from the Compuwore Bulldung and Hard Rock Cofe.

i OE023638696
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- Sale -
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Patriots survive late Chiefs
rally to post key KLAA win

BY ED WRIGHT
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The unofficial theme song
for Tuesday night's girls basket-
ball clash between Canton and
Livonia Franklin was Let’s Get
Physical.

From the opening tip to the
final buzzer, bodies collided
like demolition derby cars in an
ongoing struggle for rebounds,
loose balls and all-important
positioning,.

At game’s end, no one would
have biamed the Patriots if they
were hurmming I WAll Survive
after they held off a furious
Chiefs rally to pull out a 37-34
road victory,

Franklin, which improved to
3-1 overall and 1-0 in the KLAA
South Division, won despite
scoring just two fourth-quarter
points.

Canton’s second straight set-
back dropped it to 7-2 overall
and 0-1 in the division.

“Considering Canton is one
of the best teams in the division
and we were playing at their
place without one of our start-
ers (Senneca Scott), this was a
big win,” Franklin coach Dave
MecCall said. “With Senneca out
and another girl sick, we had to
play with some different com-
binations tonight, but the girls
pulled it out.”

The Chiefs trailed 35-24
with eight minutes to play
before mounting a defense-led

rally that all but suffocated
the Patriots’ offense following
Armanda Borieo’s fast-break
layup two minutes into the
quarter.

Trailing 37-26 with just under
stx minutes to play, Alyssa
Cottrell ignited the Canton rally
with a 15-foot jumper.

With 3:15 left, freshman
guard Robyn Mack drained a
17-footer to close the gap to 37-
30.

The play that epitomized
the rough-and-tumble action
unfolded with 49 seconds
to play when three players

'— Canton’s Kari Schmitt and

Franklin's Brittany Taylor and
Chelsea Williams — all hit the
deck simultaneously for a loose
ball. :

All three players got up slowly,
but it was Schmitt who was
awarded two free throws, which
she calmly sank to bring Canton
to within 37-32.

Ten seconds later, following
a Canton steal, Schmitt was
fouled and swished two more
freebies to make it 37-34.

Three turnovers (two by
Franklin, one by Canton) and
30 seconds later, Schmitt ended
up at the line again.

After missing the first free
throw, she purposely tossed the
second one off the rim; however,
Franklin controlled the rebotind
to seal the victory,

“It boils down to handling the

Plzase see HOOPS, B3
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Canton s CarolAnn Sexauer (21) and Livonia Frankiin's Amanda Borieo battie fora rebound dunnq Tuesdav night's KLAA
South Division contest. The Patriots won, 37-34,

PHOOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Pictured are four of the MRPA Hoap Sheot age-division champions
who were crowned foflowing Monday's annual competition at the

* Summit on the Park. Pictured (left to right) are Mitchell McKenzie (8-9
champ), Nathan Kelly (10-1i champ), Evan Horne and Zach Hardy, who
won the14-15title. At left, Eleven-year-old Evan Horne focuses on the
hasket during Monday's MRPA Hoop Shoot competition at the Summit
on the Park. Thirty-five youngsters competed in the event, which was
hosted by the Michigan Recreation and Parks Association, All first-
-place finishers advance to regional competition with an opportunity
to move an to the state finals. Not pictured is girls winner Sarah Miller.

My link to Obama:
pickup basketball

s I write this column en
Inauguration Day, I realize
I have at least three things
in common with Barack Obama
and, unfortunately, one of them
isn't a degree from
an vy League uni-
versity (although
I've often heard
Central Michigan
University referred
10 as the “Harvard
| ofthe Midwest™,

We are both
47 years old,
left-handed and

~— most impor-
tantly — we have a shared passion for
pickup basketball.

AsTread a recent Sports
Hhustrated article (“The Audacity of
Hoops”) that described our newest
president’s love for the informal but
muost intense brand of basketball
— where there are no coaches, no
fans (except the ones attached to
the gym ceilings), no refs and often
a no-autopsy/no-foul understand-
ing between players - I found
myself nodding in agreement with
the words that described President
Obama’s favorite recreation-based
hobby. ‘

Powerful game
Pickup hoops is an activity that

Ed Wright

S

)

has the power to turn strangers
into friends after just a few trips
down the court as mutual respect

- can be generated with a single

pick or one instinctive back-door
pass.

High-fives and ﬁst—bumps
are readily exchanged — even
though some high-fivers and
fist-bumpers met five minutes
earlier.

In a cool kind of way,a
persons character — good or
bad — is often exposed on the
pickup basketball court. The
cherry-pickers probably cut cor-
ners in the real world, too, while
the unheralded, in-the-paint
“bangers” are the ones most
likely to pull over on the freeway
to help a senior citizen change a
flat tire,

Three magic words

And 'm sure the presxdent
and a large majority of my pick-
up brethren would agree: Three
of the sweetest words our ears
can spak in during a back-and-
forth, no-easy-points game are:
“Next basket wins” — especially
when the gym is packed and a
loss means your team is sitting
out the next three games.

3

Please see WRIGHT, B4

SPARQ chal!enqe

Canton-based
Velocity Sports
Performance will be
holding 2 Nike SPARQ
Challenge at 3 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 7, for
baseball players age 12
or glder.

Players can receive
an official Nike
SPARQ Rating to
compare their athleti-
cism to other baseball
players across the
country. ‘

To register, call
(734) 485-2561 or visit
www.velocitysp.com/
canton.

- Veloeity Sports

Performance is locat-
_ ed at 46615 Michigan

Avenue in Canton, .

Coaches: Please”
report resuits

Local high school
athletic coaches are
encouraged to report
results of their teams’
games to Observer
Sport:s Editor Ed

at (734«) 578-2767 01‘

e-mailed to hnm £
ewright@ht
life.com.

“The deadline for the

Thursday edition of
the Observer is 11 p.m.
Tuesday. Sunday’s
deadline is 11 p.m;.
Friday.

Olech nets honor
Madonna Unjversity
forward Kim Olech
{Plymouth) was
named Wolverine-

Hoosier Athletic:

Conference Player of
the Week in women’s
basketball after
recording a pair - -
double-doubles'as the
Crusaders went 1-1.
Olech cored a
career-high 20 points
and grabbed a career-
best 21 rebounds
Wednesday in MU'’
win over Siena
Heights and then
came back Saturday
to drop 13 points and .
grab a like number of
rebounds against"No.
24 Aquinas. - ‘
Olech extended her
double-double streak’
to four straight and
her total for the sea-.
son to eight. '
For the week, she
scored 33 points,
grabbed 34 rebounds,
had seven blocks -
and two steals while
shooting 11-for-12
from the free-throw
lme.
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P|stons Shootlng Shlrt to f|rst 7,500 fans sponsored by Marathon

ERIENDS & FAMILY SUNDAY - sponsersd by Do-Op Services Credit Union 4-paks starting ar $59

THIS SUNDAY, 1/25 vs. ROCKETS » 6:30 |
Tayshaun Prmce Biue Road Youth Jersey to first 7,500 fans sponsored by DMC
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