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Canton police 
track down 
man wanted in 
armed robberies 

BY TONY BRU5CAT0 
. OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A 22-year-old Ann Arbor man is being held 
on $500,000 bond after being arrested Monday 
night in connection with the armed robbery of a 
sandwich shop in Canton. 
- And that may be only the beginning of his 

troubles, as he's.also a suspect in restaurant 
robberies in Plymouth Township, Livonia and 

Garden City. 
Following a number of leads 

from the public, Shawn William 
Bowman was taken into custody 
without incident shortly before 
10 p.m. Monday night while 
driving near Sheldon and Ford 
roads. Canton police believe 
Bowman is responsible for the 
robbery of a Subway restaurant 
on Canton Center Road Friday 

afternoon. An undisclosed amount of cash was 
taken after the robber showed the clerk a gun in 
his waistband and demanded money from the 
cash register. 

"We received numerous tips from our 
Community Alert program and known associ­
ates of the suspect," Canton Police Sgt. Debra 
Newsome said. "We were able to follow the leads 
and tracked him down as he was driving to a 
meeting in Canton." 

Bowman was arraigned Tuesday afternoon in 
35th District Court in front of Judge Ron Lowe. 
The list of charges includes felony armed rob­
bery, which is punishable by up to life in prison, 
and being a habitual offender. Lowe set a pre­
liminary exam date of Jan. 30 at the Plymouth 
court. Bowman can be released from jail if he 
posts 10 percent — $50,000 — of the bond 
amount. 

Several police departments want to question 
— and possibly charge — Bowman. Plymouth 
Township may be interested in him as a suspect 
in the robbery of a Jet's Pizza store. Livonia 
police are looking at Bowman for armed rob­
beries at three businesses -- Quiznos, Tubby's 
and Town Peddler. And Garden City believes he 
may be the gunman in an attempted robbery 
at the Lucky Wok restaurant. All the robberies 
occurred this month. 

tbruscatofhometownlife.com j (313) 222-2637 

Bowman 
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Praising peace, togetherness 
Sisters Courtney and Andrea Shelby of Canton kicked 
off Canton's annual Martin Luther King Jr. celebration 
on Monday with their rendition of 'The Star Spangled 
Banner' and were joined by many of the 350 people 
who attended the event at the Village Theater. For 
more photos and a story about the celebration, 
please see page A7. 
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The Emagine Theaters in Canton showed the inauguration on the big screen. Plymouth resident Mark Lee cheers the swearing-in of Barack Obama, the 4 4 t h president of ' 
the United States. 

Time to get to work 
T h o s e w a t c h i n g h i s t o r i c i n a u g u r a t i o n a t E m a g i n e T h e a t e r h a v e a d v i c e f o r O b a m a 
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As President Barack Obama gets down 
the business of running the country, Jeffery 
Shamberger of Canton Township is hopeful 
the new president will get to work immedi­
ately on a stimulus package that will benefit 
cash-starved Michigan. 

"We've been hit very hard because so many 
things are related 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
If you had the ear of 

President Barack Obama, 
what would you telf him 
to work on first? Send 
your thoughts to Editor 
Kurt Kuban at kkuban® •" 
hometownlife.com of post 
a comment on our Web site 
atwww.hometowo!ife.com. 

to the automo­
tive industry," 
said Shamberger. 
"There's a lot of 
unemployment and 
home foreclosures. 
Nobody's looking 
for a free lunch, we 
just want to have 
jobs." 

Shamberger's 
wife, ReGina 
Coles-Shamberger, 

understands the new president has a lot on his 
plate. 

"J think that Americans are really feeling 
good about this country and will get behind 
him, and hopefully Congress will get behind 
him and stop the partisan bickering and unify 
this country," she said. 

The Shambergers were among several hun­
dred people — many who cheered, gave stand­
ing ovations and chanted "Obama" -~ in the­
ater No. 9 at the Emagine Theater in Canton 
Tuesday while watching Obama being sworn 
in as the nation's 44th president. 

Most who watched it on the big screen 
didn't know one another. However, despite 

Canton residents Jeffery Shamberger and wife ReGina talk about the inauguration at Emagine Theater, 

being strangers, on this day they were one to 
share in the experience, just like the millions 
in Washington, D.C. 

"It felt like you were there, you could feel the 
enthusiasm," said Mark Lee, 48, of Plymouth 
Township. "We just celebrated Dr. (Martin 
Luther) King and talked about his dream, and 
I think this is the next step in fulfilling that 
dream. When he took that oath of office, and 
you looked at the faces in the crowd, it was 
very diverse and everybody was so proud, with 
no racial or economic boundaries. 

"I really appreciate the fact he talked (in his 

inaugural address) about responsibility and 
accountability" added Lee. "I think it's time for 
us as Americans to stop blaming everybody else 
and be responsible for our own actions." 

Jeffery Shamberger said the inauguration of 
the first Africans-American president remind­
ed him of his parents and the inequities they 
had to endure. 

"Growing up ancl seeing their struggles and 
always wanting to make a better country for us," 
said Shamberger, 59- "Though they couldn't be ; 
here, what they were saying to us about keep ; 
strong and keep working, and it pays off like this." •> 

tvwy new checking acwunt apmed in January 

The B e a t a n d W a r m t h Fund f J H A W ) is a nonprofit 
organization established to p r o v i d e l o w - i n c o m e 
families with energy assistance d u r i n g crisis. For 
t h e 2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8 heating s e a s o n , T H A W distributed 1 

m o r e than $ 1 0 , 9 2 8 , 0 0 0 in e n e r g y assistance to 
m o r e than 8 , 6 0 0 h o u s e h o l d in M i c h i g a n . 
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Orchestra Canton 
Orchestra Canton will pres­

ent its second concert this 
season under the direction of 
Music Director and Conductor 
Nan Washburn — "Mozart's 
Birthday Blast* — at 8 p.m., 
Saturday, Jan. 24, at the 
Village Theater at Cherry Hill. 

Celebrate this great com­
poser's birthday with an eve­
ning of his most well-known 

and beloved , 
works. Along 
with solos 
by Plymouth 
Symphony 
Orchestra and 
Orchestra 
Canton 

Plakas 

Mozart 
concertmas-
ter, Mark 
Schuppener 

and principal violist, Mircea 
Cure, the orchestra will 
showcase Mozart's range of 
genius through performances 
of "Contra Dances K 603", 
'Sinfonia Concertante", and 
the great "Jupiter" Symphony 
No. 41. The evening will also 
include a special piece based 
on Mozart's music by Aaron 
Jay Kemis called, "Mozart 
en Route, A Little Traveling 
Music" with a bluegrass twist. 

Orchestra Canton is sup­
ported by the Partnership for 
the Arts and Humanities, the 
Michigan Council for Arts 
and Cultural Affairs, a part­
ner agency of the National 
Endowment for the Arts, and 
through the donations of its 
patrons. 

Orchestra Canton tickets, 
which are $25 for adults, $20 
for seniors, and $10 for chil­
dren, may be purchased in 
person at the PSQ office or 
by calling (734) 451-2112 or 
online at www.plymouthsym-
phony.org. 

Blood drive 
Canton Township will host 

a Red Cross Blood Drive 
on Monday, Jan. 26 from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Canton 
Administration Building's 
lower level meeting room B. 
For more information or to 
make an appointment, contact 
John Spencer at (734) 394-
5246 or jspencer@canton-
mi.prg. 

Plakas investiture 
The investiture of James A. 

Plakas as judge of the 35th 
District Court will be held 

at 5 p.m., on 
Wednesday, 
Feb. 4, at The , 
Inn at St. 
John's, Grande 
Ballroom, 
44045 Five 
Mile Road, 
Plymouth 
Township. A 

reception will immediately fol­
low. Judges are asked to bring 
their robes. The public is wel­
come. For more information, 
call (734) 414 0600. 

Local comedian to 
perform 

Local comedian Wyatt 
Giangrande, who is just 13 
years old and has been per­
forming comedy for more than 
seven years now, will perform 
Friday evening at the Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill, along 

with come­
dians Ryan 
Hamilton and 
Steve Macorie, 
who are both 
nationally 
known acts. 
Wyatt, who is 
a student at 
St. Damian 
School in 
Westland, has 

performed at Mark Ridley's 
Comedy Castle in Royal 
Oak, as well as local venues 
throughout the year. 

Tickets for the show, which 
begins at 8 p.m., are $15. 
For more information or to 
purchase tickets visit www. 
canton-mi.org/villagetheater. 
Tickets can also be purchased 
at Summit on the Park by 
phone at (734) 394-5460 or in 
person. To purchase tickets at 
the Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill box office, stop by during 
box office hours: Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Friday 
and Saturday, 7-9 p.m. and 
Sunday, 5:30-7:30 p.m. The 
Village Theater ticket office 
will also be-open one hour 
prior to each performance. 

Arts and crafts 
exhibitors wanted 

The Plymouth-Canton, 
Music Boosters (PCMB) is 
hosting its Annual Spring 
Arts and Crafts Ensemble 
on Saturday, March 14. 
Exhibitors who hand-craft 
their own items are invited 
to submit an application to 

Giangrande 

exhibit at the fund-raising 
event to be held at Plymouth 
High School in Canton. The. 
juried art event is produced 
twice each year by the PCMB 
to help support the band and 
color guard programs at the 
Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park. 

Artists and crafters who 
are interested in applying for 
consideration to exhibit should 
visit www.pcmb.net/artcraft to 
download an application and 
submit with photos by early 
February or contact Carol 

.Rosati at (734) 455-0714. Only 
100 exhibitors will be permit­
ted to exhibit at this artistic 
event. Over the last four years, 
more than 6,000 attendees 
have visited the PCMB Arts & 
Craft Ensembles. 

"The Arts & Craft 
Ensembles are two of the most 
successful fund-raisers we 
host each year," stated Dennis 
Carnevale, president of the 
2009 Plymouth-Canton Music 
Boosters. "The money raised 
helps the concert and march­
ing bands, color guard and 
percussion programs that pro­
vide students with a one of a 
kind arts experience. Our craft 
shows have built a reputation 
for being some of the best run 
arts and craft events in the 
area." 

For more information, visit 
www.pcmb.net. 

Divorce support group 
DivorceCare, a divorce 

recovery seminar and support 
group meets at Calvary Baptist 
Church ¢43065 Joy Road, 
Canton) each Wednesday at 7 
p.m. Child care and children 
ministries programs are pro­
vided. DivorceCare features 
nationally recognized experts 
on divorce and recovery top­
ics. Seminar sessions include 
"Facing My Anger," ''Facing 
My Loneliness," "Depression," 
"New Relationships," 
"KidCare" and "Forgiveness." 

This is a safe place where 
confidentiality is required. If 
you are divorced, separated, or 
considering either, this could 
be a good fit for you. 

For more information, call 
Tony and Jean Laughter at 
(734) 981-1767. 

'Hilarity for Charity' 
The homeless fund-raiser 

"Hilarity for Charity" will take 
place at 7 p.m.., Feb. 6, at the 
Village Theater in Canton. 

Rockettes shine in competitions 
The varsity and junior varsity Salem High Rockettes both did well at a 
dance competition on J a n . 17 at the Palace of Auburn Hills. The varsity team 
(above) placed fourth in the pom division, and the junior varsity (below) 
placed fifth in the pom division. The varsity squad is leaving on Jan. 3 0 for 
Orlando to compete in the UDA National Competition. Good luck ladies! 

The event will feature appetiz­
ers, a cash bar, two stand up 
comedians, and a premier for 
a short comedic film. It is a 
family friendly night with 100 
percent of ticket sales going 
straight to benefit the home­
less of downtown Detroit. 
Tickets are $25 for a student 
and $40 for everyone else. 
If interested tickets can be 
purchased by calling (248)-
473-2000 from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. or through the Summit 
on the Park by calling (734)-
394-5460. Cash, Visa, and 
Mastercard are all accepted. 

Home school programs 
Canton Leisure Services 

is offering new home school 
programs to the Canton com­
munity that will provide chil­
dren ages 5 to 12 with classes 
that encourage physical fit-
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ness, art education and social 
opportunities regardless of 
where they study. AH of these 
new programs were created in 
response to feedback received 
in 2008 from focus groups 
•with area parents of home 
school children. More than 
20 parents provided input on 
various classes they would like 
to see made available for their 
children. 

The new programs are 
scheduled to begin through­
out the month of January. 
Activities geared toward 
students, include: swim les­
sons; aerobics; gym and 
art classes, as well as drop-
in opportunities in the 
Summit Aquatic Center on 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 1-3 p.m., located at 
46000 Summit Parkway, 
and at the BLOCK Youth 
and Teen Center on Tuesdays 
from noon- 3 p.m., located at 
44237 W. Michigan Avenue. 

Registration fees vary per 
class or program. Some pro­
grams offer a 20 percent dis­
count for additional children. 
The Summit Kids Corner will 
be available for parents with 
young children. Normal rates 
will apply. For more informa­
tion or to see a complete class 
schedule, please visit leisure. 

canton-mi.org or contact the 
Summit Front Desk at (734) 
394-5460. Parents who would 
like to be added to ouroiews 
group and receive updates on 
current home school opportu­
nities though Leisure Services, 
please e-mail Jason Lombardo 
atjlombardo@canton-mi.org. 

Siavens coffee hour 
New State Rep. Dian 

Siavens, D-Canton, is invit­
ing residents to join her at her 
first coffee hour to enjoy a 
cup of coffee and share their 
ideas and concerns. The coffee 
hour is set for Monday, Feb. 2, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
at the Canton Public Library, 
1200 S. Canton Center Road. 
Siavens is the new State 
Representative for the 21st 
House District, which covers 
Canton Township, Van Buren 
Township and Belleville. 

"I'm eager to sit down with 
the residents that I represent 
in the Michigan House and lis­
ten to their thoughts and con­
cerns," Siavens said. "Talking 
with our residents about issues 
that are important to them 
and their families will help me 
to better represent our com­
munity at the Capitol. I know 
that Michigan is facing tough 
challenges right now. Through 
hard work and determina­
tion I will fight to create more 
good-paying jobs for our work­
ers and get our economy back 
on track " 

Kiwanis fund-raiser 
The Plymouth Canton 

Kiwanis Breakfast Club is 
sponsoring a euchre party 
to fight off the winter dol­
drums on Saturday, Jan. 
24, at the VFW Post 7575 at 
33011 Ford Road in Garden 
City. All proceeds of the 
event will support commu­
nity wide service programs 
such as their dictionary 
project that provides a per­
sonal dictionary to all third 
graders in Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools. 

The entry fee is $10 with 
sign-in at 7 p.m. and games 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. There 
will be lots of prizes and a cash 
bar with refreshments avail­
able for purchase. Call Debby 
at (734) 282-2340 or e-mail at 
dtorzy@hotmail.com to regis­
ter or to get more information. 
Walk-ins are welcome. 4 

Canton Toastmasters 
The Canton Communicators 

Toastmasters Club, a non­
profit group where members 
learn both communication 
and leadership skills, meets 
every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Canton Coney Island at 
8533 Lilley Road, just south of 
Joy Road, in the Golden Gate 
Plaza. Visitors are always wel­
come. For more information, 
please contact Bonnie at (734) 
646-2237-
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DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO 
CUDDLE AT NIGHT? 

Happy Hounds 
now offers 

Cane-Free 
Overnight Boarding! 
Your dog will have all the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
Including sleeping on the bed with our 
trained and, loving staff member! 

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes 
Visit our website for details 

"Sweet Dreams 
at 

Happy Hounds!" 

Bosox 
If you are at work, on vacation, 

or traveling for business, we are at work 
caring for your loyal friend & companion 

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams! 

734-459-DOGS J 
673 South Main St. • Plymouth, Ml 481701 

www.happyhoundsdaycare.com g 
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After 30 years, everyone knows bartender's name at Rusty Nail 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Rusty Nail on Ford 
Road is probably as close to 
television's Cheers as you'll 
find in Canton. 

However, unlike the famous 
Boston bar where "everybody 
knows your name," that's not nec­
essarily the case at "The Nail." 

"I don't know hardly any­
body's names, it takes you 
forever to remember them," 
said Robert "Moose" Mclssac, 
bartender at the Rusty Nail. 
"But you always remember 
what they drink. If you come 
in two years later? I will know 
it's vodka tonic." 

Moose — a nickname since 
seventh grade because he laughs 
"like a moose in heat" — has been 
at the Rusty Nail for 30 years, 
and that's a whole lot of drinks to 
remember. Not bad for a guy who 
was hired as a bartender even 
though he didn't know anything 
about mixing drinks. 

"I was on medical leave 
from my job Shoveling sand 

Robert 'Moose' Mclssac has served patrons at the Rusty Nail for 30 years. 

at a foundry at Chrysler and 
I just kind of found this job," 
said Mclssac, 55, of Canton 
Township. "It was a whole 
lot more fun and when my 
medical was up, I went back 

to Chrysler for one night and 
said, 'Screw this' and I've been 
here ever since. * 

"I didn't know anything abut 
pouring drinks, but I faked it," 
he added. "I knew I was good 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

with people, so I let it ride 
from there." 

It's been a good ride. So much 
so the Rusty Nail is throwing 
a 30th anniversary party in 
Mclssac's honor l-6p.m. Sunday. 

To some regulars, Mclssac is 
the Rusty Nail. 

"This is our Cheers, and we 
love it," said Kathy Zawacki, 
who patronizes the Rusty 
Nail with her husband, Walt, 
Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. "Moose is very friend­
ly. He's the personality and the 
jokes guy. He's always happy." 

Mclssac said during his 30 
years behind the bar serving 
drinks lie's heard it all, and 
rarely gives advice to forlorn lov­
ers because "they're not going to 
listen to you anyway." However, 
Mclssac will put a stop to con­
versations surrounding politics. 

"You either have to throw 
them out or tell them to watch 
their language," he said. "They 
say it's freedom of speech, but 
I tell them to take it out the 
door because all you're doing 
is getting ready to start a fight 
with somebody." 

But behind the "tough guy" 
image is a man most consider 
a friend and the guy who will 
drive a patron who's had too 
much to drink home after the 

bar.closesat2a.m. 
"I love my Moose," said 

Shelley Mehal of Canton, a 
waitress at the Rusty Nail for 
20 years. "He's just a down­
right good guy. He tries to be 
mean, but he's really not." 

Second-generation Rusty 
Nail owner John Johnson was 
only a teen working at the bar 
when his father, Russell, hired 
Mclssac. , -4) 

"Moose is an icon," said 
Johnson, 49, of Canton. "When 
you talk about the Rusty Nail, 
everyone wants to know if Moose 
is still there. I never have to worry 
about the business when I'm not 
there. We feel very fortunate he's 
still working for us. He's there as 
long as he wants to be." 

And it doesn't appear 
Mclssac is ready to hang it up. 

"I still look forward to going to 
work every single day," he said. 
"The customers are great, I have 
the greatest crew of girls in the 
world to work with and the own­
ers have always been good to me. 
It's like going to a party every 
night and getting paid for it." 
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Winter Clearance Sale! 
Every Piece of Solid Wood 
& Upholstered Furniture 

15%-70% Off! 
Not only is all of our furniture 

American made, but it's all solid 
wood, and built to last a lifetime! 

i Lots of other Home Decor ON SALE too! 
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H G U C S C H O O L S Come meet our teachers, parents and students!! 

Strong Faith Formation 
• Weekly school Mass 
• Sacramental programs 
• Daily prayer 
• After school Religious 

Education Program 
Strong Basic Academics 
• Fully accredited by MNSAA 
• Preschool 3 years - 8th grade 
• Small class sizes 
• Certified and highly 

qualified teachers & counselor 

Religion, Reading, Phonics, 
English, Spelling, Math, 
Science, Social Studies, 
Computers, Art, Music, 
Foreign Language, Physical 
Education 
CYO Sports and Intramural Sports 
National Junior Honor Society 
Student Council 
Livonia bus 
Licensed Latchkey 
Hot lunch program 

For more information: 734-427-1680 

13-MONTH LINKED-RATE CD 
* 

APY 
$1,000 MINIMUM BALANCE 

1TH O U A l i r o HUNTINGTON DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

HUNTINGTON® EASY ACCESS CDSM 

m 

G r e a t rates- Easy a c c e s s . S e c u r e . 
If you want great rates a n d accessibility , we've got choices. Our 

Linked-Rate CD deposit feature sends y o u r monthly interest directly 

into your qualifying H u n t i n g t o n a c c o u n t , and our H u n t i n g t o n ® Easy 

Access C D 5 M has a o n e - t i m e early w i t h d r a w a l feature. When w e say 

we'll keep your money g r o w i n g and w i t j i i n reach, w e mean it. 

ONE-TIME EARLY WITHDRAWAL 
12-MONTH CD | $15,000 MINIMUM SAtANCE 

# Huntington 
1 - 8 7 7 - 4 8 0 - 2 3 4 5 | h u n t i n g t o n . c o m 

For more information, stop by a Huntington banking office or call us. 

'Minimum balance to open and obtain the Annual Percentage yield {APY) is $1,000.00 for the Linked-Rate CD, and requires the maintenance ol another qualifying Huntington deposit account to which all interest earned on the account wit] be paid. This account is the Interest Receivable Account Should, 
the Interest Receivable Account be closed during the original term of the CD, the Alternate Interest Rate will be applied to the remainder of the original term. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal, which could reduce earnings on the account. For persona! accounts of less than $1W,Wb.0& 
•"Minimum balance to open and obtain APY for Huntington* Easy Access CDS™ is $15,000.00. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal during the original term on tha amount of principal withdrawn within the firsts (six) days after the day of account opening. No penalty will be assessed for early 
withdrawal from the seventh day after the day of account opening through the end of the original term. A different aarly withdrawal penalty will apply during any renewal term. See "Huntington Easy Access CD -Fixed-Rate Certificate of Deposit Account Agreement and Disclosure of Account Termsr 

and Rules and Regulations" for details about the early withdrawal penalty. Any withdrawal of principal during the original term ofthis account must bea withdrawal of the entire amount of the principal in the account. No partial withdrawal of principal is permitted during the original term. For consumer 
accounts only; maximum deposit amount $250,000.00 per account APYs are accurate as of the date of publication and subject to change at anytime. Deposit products are FDIC insured up to applicable limits. Not valid with any other offers. Member FDIC. ®and Huntington® are federally registered 
service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. Huntington® Easy Access CD5" is a service mark of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ©2003 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ' 0 1 ™ « « « 
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Garden City Hospital 

W e s t l a n d S p e c i a l t y C e n t e r 
o f f e r s s o p h i s t i c a t e d c a r e 

BY ALISON BERGSIEKER 
ADVERTORIAL COORDINATOR 

When it comes to making 
New Year's resolutions, health-
related pledges are the most 
common choices, with many 
vowing to shed unwanted 
pounds, eat healthier, stop 
smoking or learn to manage 
stress at work. 

But maintaining good health 
is important year-round, mak­
ing the*need for reliable treat­
ment facilities, physicians and 
services a necessity within 
Metro Detroit's communities. 

Garden City Hospital's 
newly renovated 30,000-
square-foot Westland 
Specialty Center has a fresh 
look this year with customized 
programs for various needs 
— all conveniently located in a 
modernized facility. 

"We've added capacity, 
capabilities and new pro­
grams," said Art Greenlee, 
Vice President of Operations. 
"Here, in one location, is some 
of the most sophisticated care 
of its type available anywhere." 

The Westland facility cel­
ebrated its grand opening 
March 15,2008, and provides 
a number of services, includ­
ing the hospital's Wound 
Healing & Hyperbaric Center, 
which houses an eight-person 
hyperbaric chamber that deliv­
ers oxygen therapy to patients 
with hard-to-heal wounds. 

The chamber space is simi­
lar to what you would expe­
rience in a first class cabin 
of an airplane with room to 
stand and walk around. As 
the second largest chamber in 
the state, it measures 8 feet in 
diameter by 24 feet in length 

a* 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
The center is home to a Wound Healing & Hyberbaric Center, which houses an eight-person hyberbaric 
chamber (shown above) that delivers oxygen therapy to patients with hard-to-heal wounds. 

and includes a bathroom. 
Patients may enjoy a personal 
TV monitor, nap or read dur­
ing their treatment. 

The multi-person cham­
ber — one of the largest in 
Michigan — commonly treats 
diabetic foot wounds, chronic 
bone infections, compromised 
skin grafts and flaps, radiation 
damage, surgical wounds and 
crush injuries. In addition, 
Westland Specialty Center 
offers a monoplace, single per-
son chamber, which extends 
the treatment options available 
to patients. 

A range of offerings 
Located at 35600 Central 

City Parkway just north of 

Westland Mall, the.center also 
offers the community: 
• Garden City's Sleep 
Disorders Center — sleep 
studies are performed., within 
six hotel-like bedrooms with 
state-of-the-art sleep monitor­
ing equipment. 
• Garden City Home Medical 
Equipment •— for home care 
needs including walkers; 
respiratory and oxygen thera­
py supplies; breast pumps; and 
bathroom safety aids. 
• Laboratory Services Draw 
Station f- a private setting, for 
patients to have blood drawn 
quickly and comfortably. 
• Sports Rehabilitation 
Center — houses an aquatic 
therapy .pool, team, of physi­
cal therapists, a workout 

area and Nautilus machines. 
Garden City Hospital's Sports 
Medicine program is sure to 
help patients return back to 
their game. " 

"We are extremely proud 
of how this center has grown 
and changed," Greenlee said. 
"We have excellent people and 
great technology to meet our 
patients' complex needs." 

To schedule an appoint­
ment with a physician or at 
the Westland Specialty Center, 
call 877-717-WELL or visit 
www.gchosp.org. 
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W E S T L A N D 

C E N T E R 

P H Y S I C I A N S 

Marshall Medley, D.O. 

Donald R, Cox, D.O. 
Internal Medicine 

Louis Tegtmeyer, D.O. 

John Morrison, D.O. 
Pulmonary Sleep 

Robert Grant. D.O. 

Amal Omran, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 

Sports Medicine .; • 

ab Deebajah, M.Bfc 
Critical Care 

Pulmonary Medicine 

The latest in fitness and 

weight training accessories 

BY JOHN R. HALL 
SPECIAL WRITER 

Some of the most popular 
fitness and weight training 
accessories are also some 
of the most traditional ones 
too. 

Some are steeped in tradi­
tion, only to be enhanced 
and improved for fitness and 
weight training routines and 
workouts. 

For example, the hula 
hoop, made popular in the 
'50s and '60s, has made a 
comeback as a fitness acces­
sory, albeit more weighted to 
enhance workouts. 

The items in the list below 
represent some of the more 
popular products used by 
people who choose to set up 
their own "in-home gym­
nasium" in order to achieve 
the goals they set forth to 
become fit and healthy in 
2009. If you need more 
information on any of these 
products and name brand 
manufacturers, do a word 
search in your Internet 
browser. For example, keying 
in "hula hoop" brings back 
over five million results! 

• Weighted fitness ball 
- Sometimes known as an 
exercise ball, it is construct­
ed of elastic soft PVC with a 
diameter of approximately 
14-34 inches. It is most often 
used in physical therapy and 
exercise. 

• Medicine ball 
- Weighted ball usually sold 
in 2̂ -25 lb. sizes and used in 
plyomejxic weight training $o; 

increase explosive power in 
athletes in all sports. Helps 

(develop core strength ancf 
P improve coordination, bal­
ance and endurance. 

• Kettlebell - A tradi­
tional Russian cast iron 
weight resembling a can-
nonball with a handle. The 
kettlebell has become a 
popular exercise topi in the 
United States, Some modern 
kettlebells feature adjustable 
weights. Kettlebell workouts 
are intended to increase 
strength, endurance, agility 
and balance. 

• Indian clubs - Juggling 
equipment that was popular 
in the late 19th- and early-
20th century in Europe, the . 
British Commonwealth and 
the United States. These are 
bowling-pin shaped wooden 
clubs of varying sizes and 
weights that are swung in 
certain patterns as part of an 
exercise program. 

• Dumbbells - Possibly 
the most recognizable of any 
weight training accessory. 
Two types make up this cat­
egory: Adjustable dumbbells, 
which are weight disks slid 
onto the outer portions of the 
dumbbell and secured with 
clips or collars; and fixed-

; NEED HELP ACHIEVING 
: YOUR FITNESS GOALS? 

Contact -* 
Krith.i. Pimr.MD 
ln*vrn/'1 Metlitiitv 

\ about a free weight loss ; 
program! ; 

' See advertisement below ! 

weight dumbbells, available 
in a variety of weiglits and 
created in a dumbbell shape. 

• Lifting straps 
- Designed to alleviate 
pain associated with heavy 
lifts but a key ingredient in 
weight training, i.e. lateral 
pulldowns, shrugs, deadlifts 
and low rows; any move­
ment, set or exercise requir­
ing a sure grip. 

• Resistance band 
- A portable alternative to 
weights for strength training. 
A variety of exercises have 
been devised to target spe­
cific muscle groups. 

• Aerobic step - A com­
mon piece of equipment for 
use in many exercise/fitness. 
programs. It can come with 
adjustable sizing or stack­
ing platforms and is part of 
low-impact, high-intensity 
aerobic exercise: 

• Jump rope - Its use can 
avoid knee damage that may 
occur during running, since 
the impact of each jump or 
step is absorbed by both legs. 
Jumping rope also helps 
strengthen the arms and 
shoulders. This combination 
of an aerobic workout and 
coordination-building foot­
work has made jumping rope 
apopular form of exercise 
for athlete's, especially boxers 
and wrestlers. 

• Exercise mat - Portable 
mat that comes in various 
sizes and materials, designed 
to give a person the option 
of working out in a variety of 
indoor locations. 

• Weighilifting gloves 
- Used for all-purpose train­
ing and weight-lifting. Many 
of these gloves are made of 
stretch material, includ­
ing mesh, to let fingers and 
hands bend naturally. 

• Slimmer belt - Can be 
worn for long periods of time 
and adjust to any waist size. 
It "slims and trims" physical 
appearance immediately and 
helps support lower back and 
abdomen. 

• Pedometer - Used origi­
nally by sports and physical 
fitness enthusiasts and are 
now popular as an everyday 
exercise measurer and moti­
vator. Often worn on the belt 
and kept on all day, it can 
record how many steps the 
wearer has walked that day. 

• Stopwatch - A handy 1 

product to time and record 
various exercise routines. 

"cr - ¾ I-3778 
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W-W offers schools of choice for 2009-10 
Parents or guardians 

interested in moving 
their elementary middle 
schoolers to a different 
Wayne-Westland school 
will be able to sign up for 
Schools of Choice begin­
ning Friday, Jan. 30. The 
district will again offer 
district residents the 
program to kindergarten 
through eighth-grade stu­
dents for the 2009-2010 
school year. 

The program provides 
parents the opportunity to 
move their child from one 
school to another within 
the boundaries of the 
school district provided 
there is room available in 
the scho'ol. Transportation 
to and from the school of 
choice must be provided 
by the parents or legal 
guardian. 

School district residents 
who would like their child 
to attend an elementary or 
middle school other than 
their schpol of residency 
must submit a 2009-
2010 Schools of Choice 
application which will be 
available in every Wayne-
Westland school by Friday, 

Jan. 30. 
Schools of Choice appli­

cations for elementary 
school students will be 
accepted in the Pupil 
Accounting Office at the 
Board of Education, 36745 
Marquette, Westland, 
between Jan. 30 and 
March 2. Schools of 
Choice applications for 
middle school students 
will be accepted in the 
Pupil Accounting Office 
between March 9 and 
April 20. 

No new Schools of 
Choice applications will be 
accepted for high school 
students. Applications 
received according to these 
time lines will permit, if 
space is available, selected 
students to begin the 
2009-2010 school year in 
their school of choice. If 
more students apply for a 
grade and/or building than 
there are openings, a ran­
dom selection process will 
be used to select students. 
The names of students not 
selected will be placed on 
a waiting list for the 2009-
2010 school year. 

Current Schools of 

Choice students must 
reapply to remain eligible 
for the program. 

After the deadlines, 
Schools of Choice appli­
cations will be accepted 
until Sept. 7, at the 
elementary or middle 
school the parent and/or 
guardian would like the 
child to attend. These 
names will be added to 
the 2009-2010 school year 
waiting lists on a first-
come, first-served basis. 
Building principals will 
use the waiting lists to 
notify qualified students 
of an opening. Building 
principals will be allowed 
to place Schools of Choice 
students only through 
Sept. 18. 

A Schools of Choice stu­
dent will be moved back to 
his or her home school, if 
an overcrowding situation 
occurs within the first 10 
weeks of the school year. 
After 10 weeks, the stu­
dent will be permitted to 
remain in the school of 
choice for the remainder of 
the school year, provided 
all other conditions con­
tinue to be satisfied. 

Wayne High seeks nominations 
for Distinguished Alumni Medal 

The call has been put 
out for nominations for the 
Wayne Memorial High School 
Distinguished Alumni Medal. 
The award is presented annual 
as part of commencement 
ceremonies at the Wayne high 
school. 

"We have had many out­
standing people graduate from 
Wayne Memorial," said Wayne 
Memorial Principal Valerie 
Orr. "Many have contributed 
significantly the betterment * 
of society on a local, state, 
national or international level. 
The Distinguished Alumni 
Award is our way of honoring 
an outstanding graduate on an 

Check us out on the 
Web every day at 

h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m 

annual basis." 
The prestigious award has 

become a part of the annual 
commencement ceremony of 
Wayne Memorial High School. 
Each winner is awarded a 
medal inscribed with the offi­
cial school seal. 

"This is an opportunity for 
our current graduating class, 
to hear first hand from a for­
mer alumnus who has made 
his or her mark on society," 
Orr said. 

The most difficult task is to 
locate the many alumni who 
have distinguished themselves 
since their graduation. For that 
reason, Wayne Memorial is ask­

ing the community to help in its 
search. Members of the com­
munity can nominate a Wayne 
Memorial graduate by contact­
ing... Rawson, secretary to the 
principal, at WayneMemorial 
High School, 3001 Fourth St., 
Wayne, MI 48184 or by calling 
(734) 419-2206. Nominations 
are due by Feb. 27. 

A "Distinguished Alumni" 
committee has been estab­
lished at Wayne Memorial 
to decide on the recipient for 
2009. An announcement of 
the winner will be made in 
mid-May. The recipient will be 
honored at commencement on 
June 6. 
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C o n f e r e n c e of Western 
Wayne t a p s Wild t o 
s e r v e a s c h a i r m a n 

Members of the Conference 
of Western Wayne have elected 
Westland Mayor William Wild 
to serve to chair the executive 
committee for 2009 and 2010. 

The CWW represents 18 
Wayne County communities, 
including Canton, that have 
collaborated for nearly 30 years 
to improve public service and 
create efficiencies by working 
in a bi-partisan manner. 

"Due to our region's declin­
ing tax revenues, it will be even 
more challenging to maintain 
the level of quality services 
for our residents," said Wild. 
"Therefore, the biggest charge 
of the CWW this year is to 
work collaboratively to share 
and consolidate municipal 
resources so that we can not 
only protect vital city ser­
vices, but also stimulate eco­
nomic development to spur job 
growth within our region." , 

The CWW Board of 
Directors is made up of the 
mayors and supervisors of 
all member municipalities. 
Also elected to the Executive 
Committee were Wayne 
Mayor Al Haidous, vice-chair, 
Plymouth Township Supervisor 
Richard Reaume as secretary 
and Northville Township 
Supervisor Mark Abbo as trea­
surer. The chair emeritus is 
Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey. 
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These are, difficult times we are enduring. It seems every­
where you look people are losing their jobs or their homes, or 
both. For too many people things that have been taken for 
granted, like putting food on the table or paying the mortgage, 
have become a struggle. 

The newspaper business has gone through its share of trou­
bles just like most sectors of the economy. We have not been 
spared here at the Observer Eccentric Newspapers. Recently 
we had to lay off some quality people, including several people 
in our editorial department. Unfortunately one of those people 
was Canton reporter Tiffany L. Parks. 

Most of the people reading this can relate to the- situa­
tion, having to watch a respected colleague take a layoff not 
because of performance but due to this rotten economy. Ms. 
Parks spent the better part of three years getting to know the 
Canton community, covering its government, its business com­
munity and most importantly its people. Her colorful stories 
were almost always uplifting and foil of hope. Hopefully you 
had the chance to meet with her. If you did, you probably feel 
like her colleagues — sad that she is leaving. 

However, neither her departure nor the other changes that 
our newspaper is going through changes our core mission here 
at the Canton Observer — and that is to' do the very best bring­
ing you, our readers, the important news that impacts the lives 
of the people in the Canton community. That has always been 
our mission. 

The new Canton reporter isn't exactly new to the newspa­
per or to Canton. Tony Bruscato, who is a longtime Canton 
resident, will take over the duties of covering Canton. You 
may recognize the name, because Tony has been covering the 
Plymouth-Canton school district for many years. He has been 
with the Observer £f Eccentric Newspapers for more than a 
decade, spending most of the time covering 
the city of Prymouth along with the school dis­
trict l ike all of you, Tony has a great interest 
in the Canton community. 

Tony is very much looking forward to his 
new beat The learning curve won't be so great 
because he already knows the main players in 
the community, as well as many of the good 
people he calls neighbor. Still he would love 
to hear from youj especially if you have a good 
story idea to share about a business or neigl 
reached at (313) 222-2637 or via e-mail him at tbruscato@ 
hometownlife.com. Chances are you will even run into him out 
in the community. Don't hesitate to say hello. 

Along with Editor Kurt Kuban and Sports Editor Ed 
Wright, Tony is devoted to providing the very best news cover-

our readers. We will never lose sight of that goal. 

III 
Brtiscato 

)or. He can be 

Since the advent of the conservation movement, the state 
of Michigan has had few successes like the Michigan Natural 
Resources Trust Fund. The fund, which derives its revenue 
from royalties earned on oil, gas and mineral extraction from 
state lands, was initiated in 1976. Since then, it has provided 
more than $600 million for the acquisition of important recre­
ational lands and to develop state and local recreation assets. 

During a time of strained budgets, especially in Lansing, 
the trust fund has been a constant and dependable source 
of revenue for the Department of Natural Resources to fond 
important projects and conserve vital natural lands from the 
onslaught of commercial development This year alone, it will 
dole out more than $48 million to fond 81 projects across the 

Some of those projects include $450,000 for Redford 
Township to build a non-motorized trail along Bell Creek; 
$500,000 to develop and renovate the Bald Mountain 
Shooting Range in Oakland County; $1,452,500 to acquire 
2.5 miles of railway corridor in West Bloomfield for a recre­
ational trail; and $1,405,000 to acquire 67 acres for a nature 
preserve along an important tributary of the Huron River in 
Scio Township. This year, Canton Township will also receive a 
$350,006 grant to construct six pedestrian bridges along the 
Lower Rouge Recreation Trail. 

Unfortunately, its dependability is now endangering the 
trust fund. A transportation fonding task force created by the 
state Legislature in 2007 to find ways to fix the state's aging 
road infrastructure recently released a report recommending 
the state "redirect all or a portion" of the trust fond to address 
transportation needs. 

While we recognize the state needs to address its crumbling 
roadways, raiding the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 
is not the way to do it. Thats not what the voters of this state 
intended when they overwhelmingly supported the trust fond 
several times, most recently in 2002, Besides, to divert fonding 
from the trust fond would require a change in the state's con­
stitution, which makes it unlikely. 

Still, environmental groups have raised the red flag, because 
they know how important die trust fond has been in conserv­
ing some of the state's most important natural landscapes 
for current and future generations. State lawmakers should 
resist the temptation to raid the trust fond. It is one of the true 
environmental success stories in this state -— one that has ben­
efited all Michigan residents. Hopefully, it will continue to do 
so for many years to come. 

0 A I S N E T T 
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fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our 
the hometowns we serve and contribute 

to the business success of our customers. 

What are we paying for? 

I have lived in Canton for 25 years and 
the snow removal program from Wayne 
County has never been so bad in the years I 
have lived here in Brentwood Estates, south 
of Ford Road and west of Morton Taylor. I 
pay my taxes on time and expect the same 
results, so far in 2009 this sub has not seen a 
snow plow to this date. Times are tough and 
reductions, are almost mandatory in today's 
economy. Although there has been no cost 
reductions as recorded to snow plowing in ' 
this subdivision with no reduction in pay­
ments for the services in which we pay for. 

The collection department does not hesi­
tate to send collection bills for the services 
that are part of our government agreements, 
although they will contest any no payments 
aggressively. We pay our tax dollars and 
would like our tax dollars in our sub shared 
with the rest of Wayne County as our gov­
ernment officials werevoted to protect and 
serve. 

Is it too much to ask for our share of 
services, or will they just keep taking our 
money, and disregard the services in which . 
we depend ha. 

our live interview invitation. Congressman -
McCotter was our first male guest 

Please take the time to read our guest 
book and see what Detrbiters are saying at 
www.ChurchandStateUnited.com. We air 
live at 1 p.m. Saturdays on 1500-AM. We are 
streamlined live at wwwAMlSOOWLQV. 
com. 

ThankYou. 

Canton 

Plowing has been terrible 

I thought the snow plowing has never 
been so lax as it has been this winter. At the 
very least they should target the main roads 
abit quicker... like Ford, Michigan Avenue, 
and Canton Center roads. It was very inter­
esting to me as I finally made into Plymouth 
to work, how great those roads were. 

Canton 

Radio program is unique 

With a big smile, I read your awesome 
article on Swirls Cafe ("Cupcake maker taps 
into a 'sweeter' lifestyle," Jan. 8) and decided 
to write to you. Swirls Cafe' was my first cli­
ent to advertise with Chirrch and State Talk 
Radio. Our production team believes they 
make the best cupcakes around! 

Immediately following the historical pres­
idential election for Barack Obama, Church 
& State Talk show was created. I was asked 
to be the host and help produce the show, as 
an educational, empowering and informa­
tive production for the Metropolitan Detroit 
area and surrounding cities. We focus on 
national and local political issues and reli­
gion. 

Our team is composed of innovative 
young, talenfand seasoned professionals 
working together. Our mission is to educate 
our community on the political issues that 
matter to our struggling economic society by 
interviewing national and local political and 
religion leaders in a bipartisan approach. 
We will present special Washington seg­
ments featuring Team Obama and couples 
in politics. Currently these segments are 
with Jackie Martin, C N N Contributing 
Analyst Roland Martin's wife. 

Church & State is the first radio pro­
gram of its kind in Metropolitan Detroit, 
to explore the religion of politics and the 
politics of religion. We strive diligently 
to interview guests on each show. As a 
Canton resident and the host of Church & 
State Talk Radio, I was pleased to have our" 
Congressmen, Thaddeus McCotter, accept 

Nina Cafahan-James 
Canton 

I purchased a copy of the Observer and 
read the article about the Plymouth-Canton 
Schools and its need to reduce costs. 

My company attempted to get business 
with the district and other school districts 
in Michigan, but we ran into the dreaded 
"not invented here" syndrome. My com­
pany, Pangea Waste Systems LLC, based 
in Northville, works with a wide variety of 
businesses to audit their trash removal pro­
grams. We are very successful in reducing 
these costs by tens of thousands of dollars 
(check out our Web site at www.pangea-
waste.com). 

We are wrapping up a project this week 
'with alarge multinational chemical com­
pany based in Midland. We've saved them 
over $20,000 and obtained a refund from 
their trash hauler of $7,000. This from one 
of their smallest operating sites where they 
employ 80 people. 

Just think about what we could achieve at 
a school district with 24 schools? 

The savings we generate for our clients 
won't come from funds for instruction 
or impact any unionized personnel. The 
money's already been allocated in the school 
district's 2008-2009 budget. 

Superintendent Fiegel and school board 
President Judy Mardigian stated in the 
article that, "every line item" will be looked 
at, and that they will need "a lot of creativ­
ity and a lot of ideas" to help the district 
improve its fiscal stance. 

Well, I'm calling them both out School 
districts employ a person called "the busi- , 
ness official." This is typically the person 
who will "bid out" the trash removal pro­
grams for all of the schools. The problem is 
they don't want someone like me to investi­
gate these costs because when we find tens 
of thousands of dollars in savings, their boss 
will wonder what the heck they've been 
doing for the past 20 years? 

I know I'm opining here, but the fact is 
that we've been doing this for over 11 years, 
and each project has been successful in gen­
erating substantial and sustainable savings 
for our clients. 

We're willing to give the school district 
another shot. They have nothing to lose and 
savings to gain. 

Deal or no deal? 

incessantly repeating myths and outright 
falsehoods is central to the modern practice 
of their failed ideology. 

...Examples of this abound, such as. 
the. often repeated myth that America 
was founded as a "Christian" nation. 
Unfortunately, the corporate media has 
often willingly enabled and continues to 
enable such nonsense; journalistic fact-

1 checking of right-wing disinformation is 
often lost or drowned out by the Republican 
noise machine. . , 

' Defenders of the Bush disaster frequently 
try to paint the administration in a more 

"he kept us safe for the past seven years" 
while conveniently ignoring the multiple 

led to the Sept. 11,2001, terrorist attacks 
to begin with. Moreover, the "kept us safe" : •. 
claim is factually erroneous - remember the 
anthrax attacks a few months later - and 
is easily debunked by the application of the 
most rudimentary logic. It is akin to care­
lessly leaving a young child unattended by a 
swimrning pool and then after the inevitable 
tragedy occurs, keeping all the other chil­
dren locked in the house for seven years, and 
then bragging you kept them safe; 

Infact, the Bush administration has left 
America much less safe than when he took 
office, thanks to a belligerent foreign policy 
highlighted by the foolish invasion of Iraq 
under false pretenses, ultimately the worst 
foreign policy debacle in United States his­
tory. Bush policies have alienated allies, , 
destroyed the goodwill of the world commu­
nity and served as a recruiting tool for even 
more foreign terrorists. 

In spite of the desperate historical 
revisionism being undertaken by defend­
ers of America's worst president ever, the 
destniction thatthe Bushadmihistration 
leaves behind is deep,and;VvSde» We have a ' 1 

shredded Constitution, a wrecked economy, 
a worsened environment, a shattered muP 
tilateralism, a strengthened plutocracy, 
a partisan legal system, an undermined h'. 
scientific community, crippled national 
security, trashed diplomacy, battered checks 
and balances. These cannot be fixed in a few 
months or even a few years. 

Godspeed to Barack Obama and his 
administration, as he leads America back 
from the train wreck of Republican political 
malfeasance. 

Westland 

President, Pangea Waste Systems LLC 

Even as the epic failure of the Bush 
administration recedes into the past, there 
is a concerted and widespread attempt by 
Republicans and conservative political oper­
atives to rewrite the disastrous history of the 
past eight years in America. Conservative 
attempts to rewrite history are nothing new; 
in fact, the practice of first framing and then 

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be,400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
615 W. Lafayette, Second Level 
Detroit, Ml 48226 / 

(313)223-4650: : 

E-maii: 
kkuban@hometowniife.com 

"We did a citizens survey in 2004 and the No. 1 thing on the list were trails and walking paths 
combination of public and private partnerships, people working together, to get it done. It 

- Canton Leisure Services Director Ann Conklin discussing the Lower Rouge Recreation Trail, which wiii soon 
receive five new pedestrian bridges that will link the different segments of the trail 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://hometownlife.com
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C e l e b r a t i n g d i v e r s i t y 

Hundreds show up at Village Theater to celebrate King's legacy 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The first Martin Luther 
King, Jr. celebration in Canton 
Township drew 20 people to 
the Canton Public Library. 

Monday night - seven years 
later - the event which honors 
King and his struggles to bring 
peace among all races attract­
ed a diverse crowd of350 to 
the Theater at Cherry Hill. 

"I will try to keep peace, 
make the world more peace­
ful and try to change the 
world... and not take as much 
for granted," said Joshua 
Mayberry, 13, of Canton, after 
attending the nearly two-hour 
celebration. "Martin Luther 
King really had an impact 
because we now have an 
African-American president." 

People young and old and of 
all races joined in the celebra­
tion, which included young 
dancers and singers from 
Youth Under Construction, 
which used their talents to 
spread the word of peace; 
as well as keynote musician 
Robert B. Jones, who demon­
strated - through music - that 
what we perceive as differenc­
es among people may be closer 
to being one in the same. 
With his guitar slung over his 
shoulder, Jones played music 
from the days of slavery to the 
present, telling stories that 
indicated blacks and whites 
had many common cultural 
themes, not just differences. 

"We should celebrate diver­
sity because we're all produced 
by it," Jones told the audience. 
"We have no rock 'n roll if you 
have no rhythm and blues. You 
have no rhythm and blues if 
you have no gospel. You have 
no gospel if you have no blues. 
You have no blues if you have 
no spiritual. It all comes out of 
the same American mix." 

Tony Kirk, 52, of Canton said 
he felt it his duty to be at the cel­
ebration, which paid tribute King, 

"For a community like 
Canton, when you try to get 
as much cultural diversity as 
possible and the effort they 

BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Five-year-old Kendall Kirk enjoys the reception before the beginning of 
Canton's Martin Luther King Jr. celebration. 

JENNIFER TO BIN 

Musician Robert B. Jones played music from the days of slavery to the present, telling stories that indicated blacks 
and whites have many common cultural themes, not just differences. 

do, you want to be a part of 
it," said Kirk, who called it an 
honor to be with his wife and 
children who are 2-, 5- and 17-
years-old at the event. "I just 

try to impress upon them it's 
good to understand the his­
tory, the struggles other folks 
went through; and also under­
stand this movement hasn't 

just started now, it began a 
long time ago and we're seeing 
some of it come to life now." 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637 

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

At Canton Township's Village Theater at Cherry Hill , Deidra Clements and 
Craig Stemas perform hip-hop songs with a positive message. They perform 
with Youth Under Construction, an organization using music for life-
transforming opportunities. 

"Available For Showers, Parties @ Business Luncheons' 

V 

"All You Can Eat Buffet" 

Senior Discount r » • 

i 20% off 
Lunch & Dinner 

Includes Salad and Dessert Bai 
ot be combined with any other coupon) 

Chinese, Sushi & Mongolian Cusine 

G r a n d O p e n i n g 

734-416-9888 
5848 Sheldon Road in Canton 

L o c a t e d o n t h e N E c o r n e r of F o r d a n d S h e l d o n 
In W a l g r e e n s P l a z a 

z 

FORD ROAD 

a 

11 

Dinner Deals 
s 8 . 9 9 

Dinner 
Mon-Thurs 

Does_not_appJy with anygthercou[jon_ 

Kid Specials 
s t a r t i n g at 

s 3 . 9 9 

•"i r 
i ( 
11 
i I 
11 
11 
! I 
I I 

Buffet Meal j 
$ 

5 • 9 9 
i i 

! Call for delate j j 
I - Must present coupon - I 1 
| Does not apply with any ofriot a/upon, J ( DcBsnoiappVwithcmyyltecCTjpOTi, [ 
t ExpitesJan.31,200B»Ooesnotlnc!tidaHolidays f t Expires Jan. 31,2003« DoeB not inelude Holidays i 
LaiamiaM* mm mm mm mm mm mm mm K M . H I 1am mm mm mm mm mm mm mm <mm mm mm anl 

11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Mon. - Fri. 
• Musi present coupon -

We're not fust a shoe store Sor grandparents. 
See our line ofi m i IH O It WOMENS SHOES 

^ f o r t h e 
w h o l e f a m i l 

^ M»» tam1^0^-, >. s 

* "«SRr jMĝ  . •̂-•-¾;¾ g 
™"™ £8sm m § 

Family Owned & Operated • Quality, Selection & Service 

H e r s h e y ' s S h o e s 
G A R D E N C I T Y 

734.422.1771 
29522 Ford Road 

1/2 Block West of Middlebelt {Near K-Mart} 
M,TH,F 9:30-8:00; TU,W 9:30-6:00 

SAT 9-6 

H e r s h e y ' s T o o 

C o m f o r t S h o e s 
N O V I 

248.347.7838 
47750 Grand River 

In the West Market Square at Beck Road 
M-SAT 9:30-6 

in the "C:-
Compuware gaiage 
Mon -Fri Ham- 6pm. ^ 

v admission 

* F o r n e y O u t i n g * 
• P r i v a t e i c e P a r t i e s 

5 ^ f e r ^^S" i j ^ ^ ^ 

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs 1 lam - lOprri 
Friday ...11am - Midnight 
Saturday 10am - 11pm 
Sunday...,. Noon - 8pm 

800 Woodward Avenue 
3 Blocks North of Jefferson 

Located in Detroit's Meeting Place, Across from the Compuware Building and Hard Rock Cafe. 
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^ K i c k o f f t h e g a m e " 

, w i t h o u r F a n F a v o r i t e s . 

T a c k l e a d a y o f f o o t b a l l 

w i t h f a n t a s t i c f o o d s . 

Order your p a r t y p l a t t e r s , 

6 f o o t party s u b s & 

sides t o d a y . C a l l t h e 

Catering Director 
2 4 8 - 4 7 7 - 4 3 3 3 , 

E x t . 2 2 6 

MM 
Valentine's 

Cooking Class 
Sunday, February 8th 

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Four Course Meal 
Register Today 

248-477-4333 ext. 226 
MEET THE CHEF 

Saturdays 12pm-2pm 
Sample Wonderful 

Foods!!! 

5 
G o u r m e t M a r k e t 

^ Oldtymt 
Mlow America! 

Cheese 

Oldtytne 
Uozzerella 

Cheese 
$4"ib. 

Florida 
Driscoll's 

Strawberries 
2 / * 5 . 0 0 

1 IK Package 

Rich Lady 

S w e e t & J u i c y 

P e a c h e s 

Idaho 
Baking 
Potatoes 

2 . 4 9 
10 lb. Bag 

Itali 

Sandwich 
"4-each 

Boarshead 
Ovengold 
Turkey 

$ 6 . 9 9 ib 
Boarshead 
Muenster 

Cheese 

Washington State 

Red Diamond 
Cabernet 
Sauvignon 

$Q99 

< M " 
Joe's 

Potato 
Pancakes 

Boarshead Polish Deluxe Ham Lo-Sodium Polish Ham 
* 6 . 9 9 lb. 

\ " Think 
Spring 

Tulips are In! 

•8& bunch 

Matchbook 
Tinto Rey 

Blend 
$ 1 8 . 9 9 e a . 

Rotisserie 
Chicken 

s 5 . 9 9 e a . 
Chocolate 
Raspberry 

Bread 
$ 3 . 9 9 e a . 

W a l n u t s 

1 / 2 & P i e c e s 

$4.29ib 

1/2 off sale 

Joe's Special! 
Gold Label 

Ham 
*1.99,b 

Armador 
Syrah 

»12.99 

San Danielle 
Mortadella 

$ 3 . 9 9 lb. 

Ham & 

Cheese Sub 

$£99 

Dietz & Watson 
Buffalo Style 

:hicken*7.99lb: 
Shady Brook i 

Garlic s f i qq Cheese U . t / t / lb. 

Maple Turkey^ 

lb. 

Waldorf Salad 
$ 3 . 9 9 

Chardonnay 
* 1 5 . 9 9 e 

Sesame 
Chicken 

6 . 9 9 

Washington State 

diamond 
Merlot 
SQ99 

L e e r d 

$Q99 
& lb. 

ammerA 

s 

N e w M i n i P i e s 

C h o c o l a t e C r e a m o r 

L e m o n C r e a m 

$ 4 . 9 9 

\ madhouse 
v Munchies 

2I$F£00 
All varieties! 

Baremans 
Gallon Milk 

$ 2 . 9 9 

e a . 

All varieties 

Olde Cape Cod Squares & Rounds 
^ 4 . 0 0 

Original and Raspberry ditional Tra Rugalech 
$ 4 . 9 9 e a . 

sure to 
pre-orderyour 
Football Party 

Trays! I 
U n c l e S a m ' s C e r e a l s , 

I n s t a n t O a t m e a l & 

C e r e a l B a r s 

2 / » 5 . 0 0 
Mix or Match 

ft- to 

12 lb. Jug 

Ice Melt 
$fi99 

3 3 0 6 6 
W . S e v e n M i l e 
2 4 8 - 4 7 8 - 8 6 8 0 

H o u r s : 
Mon-Sat 9-7 
S u n d a y 9-5 

s Big Game 
^ S a l e *** • 

Chicken - Roast - Steaks - Sausage - City Chicken 
Ribs - Seafood - Deli and more all on Sale 

Sale Good thru February 1st, 2009 

a--
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Patriots survive late Chiefs 
rally to post key KLAA win 

BY ED WRIGHT 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The unofficial theme song 
for Tuesday night's girls basket­
ball clash between Canton and 
Livonia Franklin was Let's Get 
Physical. 

From the opening tip to the 
final buzzer, bodies collided 
like demolition derby cars in an 
ongoing struggle for rebounds, 
loose balls and all-important 
positioning. 

At game's end, no one would 
have blamed the Patriots if they 
were humming I Will Survive 
after they held off a furious 
Chiefs rally to pull out a 37-34 
road victory. 

Franklin, which improved to 
8-1 overall and 1-0 in the KLAA 
South Division, won despite 
scoring just two fourth-quarter 
points. 

Canton's second straight set­
back dropped it to 7-2 overall 
and O-l in the division. 

"Considering Canton is one 
of the best teams in the division 
and we were playing at their 
place without one of our start­
ers (Senneca Scott), this was a 
big win," Franklin coach Dave 
McCall said. "With Senneca out 
and another girl sick, we had to 
play with some different com­
binations tonight, but the girls 
pulled it out." 

The Chiefs trailed 35-24 
with eight minutes to play 
before mounting a defense-led 

rally that all but suffocated 
the Patriots' offense following 
Amanda Borieo's fast-break 
layup two minutes into the 
quarter. 

Trailing 37-26 with just under 
six minutes to play, Alyssa 
Cottrell ignited the Canton rally 
with a 15-foot jumper. 

With 3:15 left, freshman 
guard Robyn Mack drained a 
17-footer to close the gap to 37-
30. 

The play that epitomized 
the rough-and-tumble action 
unfolded with 49 seconds 
to play when three players 
— Canton's Kari Schmitt and 
Franklin's Brittany Taylor and 
Chelsea Williams — all hit the 
deck simultaneously for a loose 
ball. 

All three players got up slowly, 
but it was Schmitt who was 
awarded two free throws, which 
she calmly sank to bring Canton 
to within 37-32. 

Ten seconds later, following 
a Canton steal, Schmitt was 
fouled and swished two more 
freebies to make it 37-34. 

Three turnovers (two by 
Franklin, one by Canton) and 
30 seconds later, Schmitt ended 
up at the line again. 

After missing the first free 
throw, she purposely tossed the 
second one off the rim; however, 
Franklin controlled the rebound 
to seal the victory. 

"It boils down to handling the 

Please see HOOPS, B3 

~ 1 • l 

/ / 

m m 

Canton's CarolAnn Sexauer (21) and Livonia Franklin's Amanda Borieo battle for a 
South Division contest. The Patriots won, 3 7 - 3 4 . 

BRESLER|STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

rebound during Tuesday night's KLAA 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

They've got game 
Pictured are four of the MRPA Hoop Shoot age-division champions 
who were crowned following Monday's annual competition at the 

' Summit on the Park. Pictured (left to right) are Mitchell McKenzie (8-9 
champ), Nathan Kelly (10-11 champ), Evan Home and Zach-Hardy, who 
won the 14-15 title. At left, Eleven-year-old Evan Home focuses on the 
basket during Monday's MRPA Hoop Shoot competition at the Summit 
on the Park. Thirty-fiveyoungsters competed in the event, which was 
hosted by the Michigan Recreation and Parks Association. All first-
place finishers advance to regional competition with an opportunity 
to move on to the state finals. Not pictured is girls winner Sarah Miller. 

M y l i n k t o O b a m a : 
p i c k u p b a s k e t b a l l 

Ed Wright 

s I write this column on 
Inauguration Day, I realize 

* I have at least three things 
in common with Barack Obama 
and, unfortunately, one of them 

isn't a degree from 
an Ivy League uni­
versity (although 
I've often heard 
Central Michigan 
University referred 
to as the "Harvard 
of the Midwest"). 

We are both 
47 years old, 
left-handed and 
— most impor­

tantly -- we have a shared passion for 
pickup basketball. 

As I read a recent Sports 
Illustrated article ("The Audacity of 
Hoops") that described our newest 
president's love for the informal but 
most intense brand of basketball 
— where there are no coaches, no 
fens (except the ones attached to 
the gym ceilings), no refs and often 
a no-autopsy/no-foul understand-
ingbetween player̂  — I found 
myself nodding in agreement with 
the words that described President 
Obama's favorite recreation-based 
hobby. 

Powerful game 
Pickup hoops is an activity that 

has the power to turn strangers 
into friends after just a few trips 
down the court as mutual respect 
can be generated with a single 
pick or one instinctive back-door 
pass. 

High-fives and fist-bumps 
are readily exchanged — even 
though some high-fivers and 
fist-bumpers met five minutes 
earlier. 

In a cool kind of way, a 
person's character — good or 
bad — is often exposed on the 
pickup basketball court. The 
cherry-pickers probably cut cor­
ners in the real world, too, while 
the unheralded, in-the-paint 
"bangers" are the ones most 
likely to pull over on the freeway 
to help a senior citizen change a 
flat tire. 

Three magic words 
And I'm sure the president 

and a large majority of my pick­
up brethren would agree: Three 
of the sweetest words pur ears 
can spak in during a back-and-
forth, no-easy-points game are: 
"Next basket wins" — especially 
when the gym is packed and a 
loss means your team is sitting 
out the next three games. 

Please see WRIGHT, B4 

SPARQ challenge 
Canton-based 

Velocity Sports 
Performance will be 
holding a Nike SPARQ 
Challenge at 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 7, for 
baseball players age 12 
or older. 

Players can receive 
an official Nike 
SPARQ. Rating to 
compare their athleti­
cism to other baseball 
players across the 
country. 

To register, call 
(734) 485-2561 or visit 
www.velo citysp. com/ 
canton. 

Velocity Sports 
Performance is locat­
ed at 46615 Michigan 
Avenue in Canton. 

Coaches; Please 
report results 

Local high school 
athletic coaches are 
encouraged to report 
results of their teams' 
games to Observer 
Sports Editor Ed 
Wright. 

Results can be>, 
phone in to Wright, 
at (734) 578-2767 or 
e-mailed to him at. -
ewrignt@hometowiK 
Hfe.com. 

The deadline for the 
Thursday edition of 
the Observer is 11 p,m. 
Tuesday. Sunday's 
deadline is 11 p.m- .-
Friday. 

Oiech nets honor 
Madonna University 

forward Kim Olech 
(Plymouth) was 
named Wolverine-
Hoosier Athletic 
Conference Player of 
the Week in women's 
basketball after 
recording a pair 
double-doubles as the 
Crusaders went 1-1. 

Olech cored a 
career-high 20 points 
and grabbed a career-
best 21 rebounds 
Wednesday in MTJ's 
win over Siena 
Heights and then 
came back Saturday 
to drop 13 points artd 
grab a like number of 
rebounds against No. 
24 Aquinas. 

Olech extended her 
double-double streak 
to four straight and 
her total for the sea-. 
son to eight. 

For the week, she t 
scored 33 points, 
grabbed 34 rebounds, 
had seven blocks 
and two steals while 
shooting ll-for-'12 
from the free-throw 
line. 

GUVS' MIGHT OUT - 2-paks starting at$i 

Pistons Shooting Shirt to first 7,500 fans sponsored by Marathon 

sponsored by 

Tayshaun Prince Blue Road Youth Jersey to first 7,500 fans sponsored by D M C 
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SWIMMING RESULTS 
C A N T O N 1 » 

LIVONIA CHURCHILL 67 
J a n . 15 at Canton 

200-yard medley relay; 1. Canton (Victor 
Zhang, Ryan Boes, Jay Jin, Richard Zhang), 1:46.96; 
1. Canton,1:55.45:3. Churchill, 2:05.44. 

2 0 0 f r e e s t y l e 1. Eddie Koeizer (0,2:03.83; 2. 
David Vincentini (LO, 2335.89; 3. Robert Goodwin 
(0,2:06.46. 

2 0 0 I M : 1. Jay Jin (C), 2:07.82; 2. Chris Krebs 
(C), 2:23.38; 3. Brandon Tolinski (0,2:25.23. 

5 0 freestyle: I Richard Zhang (C), 23.17; 2. 
Patrick Jenner (0,24.05; 3. Nate iarsen (LC), 24.89. 

h n e t o r dhrtnc 1. Andrew Richards (LC), 
200.10 points; 2. Matt Fiqlewicz (0,193.55; 3. Travis 
Holt (LQ, 18740. 

100 butterfly: 1. Richard Zhang (C), 57.06; 2. 
Brandon Tolinski (C), 1:02.76; 3. Alex Malilsky (C), 
1:03.91. . 

100 freestyle: 1. Victor Zhang (C), 49.74; 2. 
Nate Larsen (LC), 56.27; 3. Evan Champine (C), 
56.44. 

5 0 0 freestyle: I.Jordan Gorzalski (0,5:26.71; 
2. David Vincentini (LC), 5:35.36; 3. Robert Goodwin 
(0,5:49.35. 

2 0 0 freestyle relay: 1. Churchill (Alex 
Lamerand, Nate Larsen, Greg Van Gorp, David 
Vincentini), 1:45.71; 2. Canton, 1:49.91; 3. Churchill, 
2:00.79. 

100 backstroke: 1. Victor Zhang (C), 56.06; 2. 
Jay Jin (C), 59.87; 3, Chris Krebs (0,1:06.50. 

100 breaststroke: 1. Ryan Boes (0,1:11.95; 2. 
EricTian (C). 1:15.84; 3. Jacob Dillon (C), 1:19.12. 

4 0 0 freestyle relay: 1. Churchill (Nate Larsen, 
Richard Scully, David Vincentini, Greg Van Gorp), 
3:57.17; 2. Canton, 4:12.00; 3. Churchill, 4:19.66. 

\ / 
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A Honey/baked title 
The Honeybaked hockey team captured the 1994 Birth Year North American Silver Sticks title Jan. 8-11 in 
Port Huron when it defeated Compuware, 4-3, in the championship game. Thirty-two teams from across 
the country competed in the four-day tournament. Among the standouts for the winners were Canton's 
Brandon Hope, a goalie; and Plymouth resident Cameron Yarwood. Pictured (front row from left) are Christian 
Lampasso, Brandon Hope, Sheldon Dries, Vincent Brophey, Nick Schilkey, (second row from left) Trevor Cope, 
Nolan Gluchowski, Connor Wood, Cameron Yarwood, Max lafrate, (third row from left) Mitch Wedding, Bryan 
Yim, (fourth row from left) Joshua Henke, Alex Archibald, BJ Kolcz, J e s s Young, (back row from left) Aaron 
Soave and Ben Israel. Not pictured is Grant Webermin. 

Galaxy of stars shines in Chiefs' win 

46245 Michigan Avenue, Canton 

42001 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth 

League is open to all Plymouth, Plymouth Township and 
Canton Township residents 

4. 

4% 

Mimm League (agftt 7-Ml) 
Ma|#r League (ages 10-J.2) 
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BY ED WRIGHT 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER. 

Picking an MVP for Tuesday 
night's 58-51 comeback victory 
over host Livonia Franklin was 
almost as difficult as picking 
the winning numbers in that 
night's Mega Millions lottery 
game for Canton coach Dan 
Colligan. 

There were too many candi­
dates to choose from. 

"We received key contribu­
tions from a lot of players, espe­
cially in the fourth quarter," said 
Colligan, whose team improved 
to 4-3 overall and 1-0 in the 
Kensington Lakes Activities 
Association's South Division. 
"Dan Stoney and Sherif 
Hassanien both hit big threes in 
the fourth quarter, Kevin Weisz 
went 6-for-6 from the free 
throw line, Kyle Biega hit two 
big free throws and Dietrich 
Lever didn't have a turnover 
even though he was controlling 
the ball most of the time." 

Weisz, a junior reserve for­
ward, led the Chiefs with 13 
points while Lever recorded 11. 

BOYS PREP HOOP 

Hassanien, Stoney and Brandon 
Duffey netted seven points a 
piece. 

Jeff Poole and Connor Leidal 
both scored 14 points to lead the 
Patriots. 

Canton forged a 23-18 half-
time lead before the resurgent 
Pats stormed back to seize a 
38-35 advantage with eight 
minutes to play. 

"Kierre Daniels and Brandon 
Duffey did a great job defen­
sively on Poole," said Colligan. 
"He had 14 points, but he had to 
work for them." 

The Chiefs were stellar from 
the stripe, nailing 19 of 23 
attempts. Franklin hit 11 of 17 
freebies. 

JOHN GLENN 6 5 , PLYMOUTH 50: 
On Tuesday in Westland, the 
Rockets scored 40 points in 
transition and drained eight of 
nine free throws to hold off the 
Wildcats in the KLAA South 
Division opener for both squads. 

The Rockets improved to 5-1 

overall while the 'Cats slipped 
to 4-3. 

"They forced us to run our 
offense too far from the bas­
ket and we didn't cash in on a 
lot of the layups we did get," 
lamented Plymouth coach Tom 
Van Wagoner. "Our transition 
defense wasn't good either." 

Austin Anderson enjoyed a 
break-out performance for the 
Rockets, torching the Wildcats 
for 26 points. Anderson swished 
a trio of first-half triples. 

Jon Swagerty also played well 
for Glenn, netting 10 points. 

Senior guard Cliff Buttermore 
paced Plymouth with 12 points, 
nine the result of three threes. 

Sophomore forward Justin 
Moss added 11 points while 
Marquee Taylor chipped in with 
eight off the bench. 

The Rockets led 11-8 after 
one quarter, 30-23 at the half 
and 43-33 with eight minutes 
to play. 

Plymouth didn't help itself at 
the charity stripe, sinking just 
nine of 21 attempts. 
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Penguins 
play well in 
3 setbacks 

Unfortunately for the 
Plymouth-Canton-Salem 
girls hockey team, the flu 
season has coincided with 
one of the toughest portions 
of their schedule the past 10 
days. 

-As a result, the Penguins 
dropped three straight con­
tests — two of them nip-
and-tuck battles — to drop 
to 1-11 on the season. 

"We've actually played 
pretty well lately, but we've 
had a lot of illness and 
injuries, so we've been less 
than 100 percent," said PCS 
coach Lori Callahan. 

Last Friday, the Penguins 
dropped an 8-0 mercy rule-
shortened decision to Ann 
Arbor, which never looked 
back after tallying six first-
period goals. 

On Jan. 13, the Penguins 
fell to host Cranbrook-
Kingswood, 4-1. 

PCS jumped ahead 1-0 49 
seconds into the game when 
Amanda Heisler scored off 
assists from Jenny Fedon 
and Rebecca Majszak, but 
the Penguins were unable to 
put together much offense 
the remaining 44 minutes. 

Callahan praised the play 
of freshman goal-tender 
Emily Bullock. 

"She kept us in the game," 
said Callahan, whose team 
trailed just 2-1 with 15 min­
utes to play. 

On Jan. 9, the Penguins 
dropped a heart-breaking 
3-2 setback at University 
Liggett. 

The hosts broke a 2-all 
draw with a goal with 18.6 
seconds left. 

With her team trailing . 
2-0 in the third, Heisler 
netted a pair of unassisted 
goals. Bullock sparkled 
again between the pipes for 
PCS, which is idle until Jan. 
28. 
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