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Local woman headed to D.C. to
celebrate beginring of new era

BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton’s Natalie Mosher, a
politically active Democrat,
was overjoyed last November
when Barack Obama was
elected president. She knew
immediately that she wanted
to part of history when
Obama is sworn in as the
44th president Tuesday.

Unfortunately, she tried for
months to get tickets to the
swearing-in ceremony with-
out any luck.

“T was told to contact my
congressman, which I did, but
was told those tickets were a
hot comniodity and they went
very fast,” Mosher said.

That didn’t stop her quest
to be part of the festivities.

Mosher, who is a self-
employed consultant for the
nonprofit sector, was able to
obtain tickets for the ritzy
Michigan State Society’s inau-
gural gala, which will take
place Tuesday evening at the
Smithsonian’s Museum of
African-American History.
Most of the state’s major
political players are expected

to attend, including both
Republicans and Democrats.
And she expects to get as close
as she can to the swearing-in
ceremony during the afternoon.

Mosher and her husband,
Bob, along with her sister and
brother-in-law, jumped in the
car early Friday morning and
headed to D.C. for what she is
sure will be a major moment
in America’s history, as the
first African-American presi-
dent is sworn in.

“We just want to be there,”
she said. “T'm so exeited to be
going.”

The biggest problem for the
Moshers was finding a place
to stay. Before moving back to
the area about four years ago,
the couple, who have been
married 42 years, recently
lived in Alexandria, Va.,
which is close to Washington.
They contacted an old neigh-
bor, who told them the going
rate for rooms during the
inauguration is about $5,000
a night, but he would cut
them a break by charging
them $2,500.
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Canton’s Natalie Mosher is in Washing'ton B.C. and will be attending the

inauguration on Tuesday.

Watch Obama inauguration on big screen with 450 friends

BY-KURT KUBAN
{BSERVER STAFF WRITER

Tickets to President-elect
Barack Obama’s swearing-
in ceremony Tuesday in the
nation’s capital are hard or next
to impossible to come by. If you
are among the disappointed
people whe would like to go
but are unable to, Emagine
Theater in Canton may be
offering the next best thing.

As part of 2 promotion by

MSNBC and Screenvision,
Emagine Canton will be
showing MSNBC coverage of
the inauguration live.

Ruth Daniels, vice presi-
dent of sales and marketing,
said the coverage will be
shown in its largest theater,
which seats 450 people.

“It will be a lot of fun. We're
really excited,” she said.

Coverage of the event
begins at 11 a.m, and runs
through 8 p.m.

To obtain a ticket, you must
log onto http://msnbeevernts.
com and enter your e-mail

- information, as well as the

theater location. If you are
awarded a ticket, you will
receive an e-mail. Admission '
is free but is first come, first
serve and tickets are no guar-
antee of admission.

Daniels has no idea how
many people will attend the
event, though she does expect
some people to show up without

tickets. She said the theater will
try to accommeodate everyone,

“We've never done anything
like this before, so we don’t
know what to expect,” Daniels
said. “But I know everyone is
very excited and interested
(about the inauguration). It
could be a full house.”

Daniels said doors will
open about 9:30 a.m.

For more information, visit
the MSNBC Web site or call
the theater at (734) 721-3456.

Dem'’s bill aims at auto sales hike

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

B tainly a hit on the state
 treasury, but moving
f vehicles is our lifeline.”

tax on the whole car ﬁnd then you get
nothing for your trade-in,” Schebil said.
“You've already paid sales tax on the

State Rep. Marc Corriveaun (D-
Northville) plans to re-introduce legisla-
tion he hopes will help boost Michigan’s
economy and improve the bottom line of
auto manufacturers and their dealers, as
well as save consumers money.

Corrivean’s bill — originally intro-
duced in April 2007 — could save con-
sumers $100 million in sales tax.

For example, if a new car costs
$20,000 and the dealer is giving the
customer $10,000 for a trade-in, the
6-percent sales tax would only be paid
on $10,000. Instead of paying $1,200
in sales tax for the new vehicle, the cus-
tomer would only pay $600.

“It helps the consumer, dealer and
manufacturer,” said Corriveau, whose
20th House District includes a slice of
east Canton along 1-275, Plymouth and
Plymouth Township. “Very rarely do you
get to help all three segments. It's cer-

According to some
estimates, the state
would take a $100 mil-
lion hit in the budget.

“Some things you c¢an’t
afford to do,” Corriveau
said. “T'm looking for

Corriveat

_something to turn Michigan around. We

can’t sit on our hands and hope it will
turn around on its own.”

Corriveau said he will introduce the
legislation to the House Tax Committee
as soon as committee chairs are posi-
tioned. At that point, there will be
testimony on the legislation, followed
— Corrivean hopes — by a vote to send
the bill to the House floor.

Jim Schebil of Fox Hills Chryster-Jeep
in Plymouth Township said the legisla-
tion would put Michigan on par with
most other states.

“We're one of the few states that has

trade-in. It would aiso help the auto
dealers take in more trade-ins. Yoy've got
to stimulate the economy and put more
money in peop]es hand, and thls isa
good way to do it.”

In 2007, Corriveaw’s bill made it to the
House floor, but that’s as far as it got.

“There are a lot of hurdles to get over,”
Corrivean said. “H i passes the House, it
goes to the Senate, where it starts all over.

“We have to do something to.get peo-
ple into the showrooms to buy cars,” he
added. “If we're not selling cars, that’s a
problem.”

Asked if his bill was written to help
sell cars from domestic.automakers,
Corrivean said, “I want to help people
buy new cars in the state of Michigan.
Let’s keep it home and buy an American~
made vehicle.”
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On other side

of the

bench

Newest judge takes his
place at 35th District'Court

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER'STAFF WRITER

Jim Plakas has practiced
law a3 an attorney for 23 years,
some of it in 35th District
Court in Plymouth.

However, as he walked into
familiar surroundings Jan,
2, Plakas underwent a life-
changing experience - his first
day on the other'side of the

bench after heing elected to be

one of three judges who pre-
side over the court. -

“I put on my robe and
walked into the courtroom ... it
was such a surreal experience,”
Plakas, 41, said. “And when
the day was done, T wanted
more of it.” T

While attendmg severa.l

' days at “judges school,” Plakas

learned the basms of hls new
job.

“There wasa long list of
things never to do as ajudge,”
Plakas said. “Everything we
do is a reflection of every
other judge on the bench, not
only 35th District Court but
throughout the state. We rep-
resent our communities and
families. It's an overwhelming
thought, for sure.”

- Plakas will be on the 35th
District Court bench - which
represents the Plymouths,
Northvilles and Canton

“Township - for the next six

years. He'was elected to

the position held by former
Judge John MacDenaid, who
refired at the first of the year.
Before starting his new job,

Judge James Plakas takes his seat _on’,thé 35th District Court.

MacDonald reflects on Ionq career AB. .

Plakas spent several days
on the bench learning W’lth
MacDonald.

- “] sat a lot next to Judge
MacDonald during his final -
three weeks and he was a tre-
mendous help,” said Plakas.
“He was very good at what he

. did and I learned a lot by his-

side. What I really noticed was
how many of thie atiorneys '
wanted to thank hini for his
service and being so good at
what he did. It hit home to
observe that.”

Plakas said he also spent
many hours talking with 35th .
District Court Chief Judge Ron
Lowe about what to gxpect, -
However, like anyone else
startinga new job, there salot

o learn.

“Typically felony (prelinai-
Dary) exams are more nerve-
wracking because they're seri-
ous offenses ... and I had one
my first day,” Plakas said. “Ten
minutes later I had a walk-in -
arraignment. You definitely
have to juggle a lot of balls at
one time.

“It was an out-of-body expe-
rience, everything sounded
muffled,” admitted Plakas
about his first day on the
bench. “Tt was a bit over-
whelming, but there wasn't a
second | was nervous. I said
from day one this is what I
want to do for the rest of my
iife”
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B State grant will help pay for bridges annq Rouge trall

Instead, the Moshers leaned
on their son, who owns a condo
in D.C., not far away from the
Mall area where Obama will be
sworn in.

“He could have made a lot
of money by renting out the
condo, but he agreed to let us
stay there. He is going to stay
with a friend while we are
in town. It really worked out
perfect for us, because we can
literally walk to the Capitol,”
she said.

In addition to being the asso-
ciation president at the Ravines
of Canton subdivision, Mosher
is very active in the commu-
nity, helping out on food drives
and coat drives, and she served
on Canton’s Board of Review

“until recently. She said she is
very excited about an Obama
presidency.

“'m very optimistic, espe-
cially with the way he is engag-
ing people from the grass-roots
level. T’'m impressed with his
transparency and honesty,” she
said. “He’s really reaching out.
That’s what I value in my life.
He's going to govern in a much
different way.”

ON THE AGENDA

Canton Board of Trustees

The board will hold a
study session at 6:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, Jan. 20 at the Canton
Administration Building,
Agenda items include a tour
and rencvation update of the
cell block and booking area,
and to award legal bid.
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BY TONY BRUSCATO
(OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The disconnected segments
of a five-mile recreation trail
in Canton Township will soon
become one long stretch weav-
ing throughout the township
with the help of a $350,000
grant from the Michigan
Department of Natural
Rescurces. |

The grant was awarded
last month and - along with
$200,000 from Canton
Township - wili be used to
construct five bridges and a
number of wayfinding signs
on the Lower Rouge River
Recreation Trail. It will trans-
form the walking, running,
mountain biking and cross
country skiing trail into an
unbroken link from Canton
Center Road to I-275.

The first phase of the
project opened last sum-
mer with a trail head on
Morton Taylor Road, north
of Michigan Avenue, and a
trail that stretches about 1.5
miles.

“What is accessible now,
without any of the bridges,
is about two miles,” said
Leisure Services Director Ann
Conklin, “These bridges will

make it all connect to about
five miles..

“We did a citizens survey
in 2004 and the number one
thing on the list were trails
and walking paths,” added
Conklin. “It's been a combi-
nation of public and private
partnerships, people work-
ing together, to get it done. k.
exposes people to the Lower
Rouge River that nobody has

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER -

Canton Township engineer Anpe Naszradi {ieft) and longtime Canton resident Joan Lager watk along part of the Lower Rouge Recreation Trall. The township
was recently awarded a $350,000 grant from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources to build several foot bridges over the Rouge River.

ever had access to, and it’s
absolutely beautiful ”

Conklin said another grant
has also been approved that
will aliow the township to
construct the final twao bridges
along the trail, .

The trails are all within
the Wayne County-owned
Lower Rouge Parkway, which
encompasses nearly 300 acres

New Second location
Ridge Rd. South of 6 Mile
Vote “Best of Detroit” by Hour Magazine

. HOURS
Tues.-Sat. 10-8
Sun. 11-5
closed Mon.

-uary V' 2609

16951 Rldge Road
NORTHVILLE

. 24&.;44 2222

of woods and wetlands within
the township, The parkway,
which actually runs all the
way to Dearborn, is dissected
by the Lower Rouge River,
which is the park’s main fea-
ture,

Bob Bela.xr, assxstant town-
ship engineer, was involved

with the preliminary concept

of the trail in 2000 and was

WWW. M |

el 1

instrumental in securing $1.2

. million in federal and state

grants for the project.

“One of the key objec-
tives was to achieve passive
recreation, which increases
education about nature, the
surrounding habitat and espe-
cially the river,” Belair said. “It
was kind of a dream of a few
people, and we thought we’'d

sl

Hl

get some walking trails even-
tually. But, not to the magni-
tude we have today.”

Belair said the first five -
bridges are slated to be con-
structed this summer, with
the final two bridges between
Sheldon Road and Canton
Center to be built next year.

- thruscato@hometownlife.com | (313) 222:2637
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Recall supporters w préss case with state over WW district polic

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Two recall supporters who
claim local officials improper-
Iy blocked their effort to circu-
late petitions on Election Day
have ratcheted up their pleas
for state intervention.

‘The latest developments
come after a signature-gather-
ing attempt has stalled and as
recall supporters indicate they
may try to renew their efforts,
even if they have to start the
process over.

While some earlier recall
organizers have pulled away
from the public spotlight,
Donna DeWitt and Jady
McKinsey have continued
their fight against what they
perceive as an injustice waged
by local officials.

DeWitt, McKinney and
others had hoped to recall
Mayor William Wild and
Westland City Council mem-

Circuit City closing - another loss for West

BY DARRELL CLEM
0BSERVER STAFF WRITER

Westland’s core shopping
district was dealt another
economic blow Friday as
beleaguered electronics
retailer Cireuit City Inc.
announced it has asked for
court approval to close its
remaining 567 U.S. stores,
which employ about 34,000
workers.

“It’s very unfortunate, and
it’s totally out of our con-
trol,” Westland Economic
Development Director Lori -
Fodale said. “Obviously, we're
saddened by a corporation
failing, but we're going to
work very hard to find a new
tenant for that location.”

Westland’s store, on
Warren east of Central City
Parkway, had weathered ear-
lier Circuit City problems and
had become an area corporate
headquarters. Amid an eco-
nomic meltdown facing many
retailers, however, acting

company CEQO James Marcum

said in a statement Friday .
that “we were unable to reach

bers James Godbout, Bill
Johnson, Michael Kehrer and
Dewey Reeves for supporting
a controversial senior citizen
village, including & three-
story apartment building, that
‘a developer hopes to build

- in a neighborhood of single

family homes on Joy east of
Newburgh.
However, recall supporters

said their effort was thwarted

by a Wayne-Westland school
district policy that prohibited
them from going onto school
property on Election Day to
collect signatures on their
petitions.

Charlotte Sherman, district
deputy superintendent, said
‘Wayne-Westland has long
had a policy to block political
actiyity on school property,
except for people who want to
campaign on Election Day for
issues actually on the ballot.
By state law, any literature has
to be distributed beyond 100

an agreement with our credi-
tors” to avoid closing down,
though “we are-extremely dis-
appointed by this outcomie.”
An employee of the
Westland store said Friday
that an expected closing date
wasn't yet known. Barring
a sudden shift, the nation’s

‘second-largest consumer elec-

tronics chain is expected to
start selling off its merchan-
dise after failing to find a
buyer or secure a refinancing
plan.

“It’s not insignificant (for
the Westland retail distriet),”
City Council President James
Godbout said. “We, like many
other communities, are going
to be facing these severe
economic realities. With the
economy in the state it’s in,
we're just going to have to
work through it.”

“It’s unfortunate that
Circuit City is a casualty of
these economic times. But we
can’t go around like the sky
is falling,” Godbout added.
“It’s an unfortunate part in
the economic swing. It bas
happened before, aIthough

feet of any polling place,

Sherman said a district
lawyer contacted the state .
Attorney General’s Office in
2000, armid an earlier city
recall effort, and was told that
Lansing officials “did not hiave’
a problem with the pellcy at
that time.”

On Thursday, she sald “As
of now, we have received noth-
ing in writing contrary to
the direction we receWed in
2000.”

Still, Sherman confi_rmed
that the district has sent docu-
ments to the state to get the
issue clarified once again, but
no word had come late in the
week. .

DeWitt and McKinney have
criticized city officials, such
as Clerk Eileen DeHart, for
advising them prior to last
Election Day not to circulate
petitions on school prop-

erty because of the Wayne-
Westland policy. DeHart has

and

it hasn't been this severeina
long time, We've always come
out of it in the past, and we'll
come out of it again.”

Circuit City’s closing
would only add to a grow-
ing list of vacancies in the
heart of Westland’s retail
district, including its one-
time next-door neighbor Cost
Plus World Market, as well
ag Value City Department
Store, Sam’s Club, the old
‘Best Buy building, Service
Merchandise and, more
recently, Fan Zone in
Westland Shopping Center.

Westland also has lost
both of its movie theaters,
although officials remain
optimistic that a state-of-the-
art fitness facility will be built
on the site of the shuttered
Que Vadis near Wayne and
Warren.

Moreover, consumers still
will have a major electron-
ics store in Westland with
the newer Best Buy, located
at Wayne and Central City
Parkway.
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MAXIMIZING YOUR FDIC
COVERAGE - IT'S EASIER THAN-
ou T THINK, SEE A
1TIZENS BANKER
TODAY TO SHOW YOU HOW.

i §T'5 EASY MATH. Just put your money into a Citizens Bank
high vield CD to make more. That's smart.
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CALL 800-444-6989.
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said she simply was reiterating
the policy and that she didn’t
set it.

DeWitt wrote:a post-elec-

tion letterto the Secretary of

State Office inquiring about

‘the district policy. In response,
Bradley Wittman, director of

the election liaison division,’
wrotein part that on Eléction
Day, “thére is nothing to pre-
vent an individual from col-
lecting signatures on & recall
petition outside of the polls as -
long as the individual rémains
at least 100 feet from the door-
way being used by votersto
enter the building in which the
polling place is located.”
However, Sherman said.it
has been the distriet’s under-
standing that local officials
can establish more restric-
tive policies requiring that
petitions be cireulated only
on public sidewalks near
school property. She said the
state has been given district

YOUR DENTAL
HEALTH

Andrea S,
Vivian, DDS.

THE GREAT
COVERUP!

To some extent, the porcelaln
vengers that dentists offen. use te
cover chipped, broken, !

misshapen, stained, or disGolored
front teeth- are -similar to the
artificial naiis that manicurists use
te cover problem fingernails. The
primary difference s, of course,
that the veneers used on teeth
consist of thin shells of porcelain
that are carefully placed over
domaged or misshapen feeth.
The procedurs involves removal
of a thin layer of the affected
tooth's outer surface, affer which
impressions are taken that are
used to create venesrs that will fit
precisely. During the next
appointment, the wveneers are
fited, permanently bonded in
place, and shaped. The result is
newly surfaced footh with an
extremely durable matericl that
closely mimics enamet.

If you'ra not happy with your
smite, we hope you won't be shy
about  examining the many
options available feday iIn
cosmetic dentlstry like porcelain
veneers, bonding. whitening, and
reshaping. :0wr inTeresT iR YOu
extehds “beyond- just "fiing’ your
teeth - we want you to feel ?ofqlty
unselfconscious about your mouth
so that you will have every reason
fo break infe a smile. Call us for
an appointment fo discuss your
particular  dental  needs  at
734-453-9413. New Patients are
always welcome at 496 W. Ann
Arbor Trail, $te. 201, Plymouth.

£5. Porcelain veneers provide
a qudlity restoration that can also
be used to close smail gops
between feeth, as well. as
lengthen teeth.
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documents so the issue can be
reviewed,

Meanwhile, McKinney has
suggested that if the district’s
policy is ruled improper, the
city should move its polling
places away from the schools

unless the policy is changed.

City officials have indicated
that moving the polling places
would be 2 monumental task
that would confuse many vot-
ers and potentially disrupt the
election process.

Arthritis Today

JoSePH J. WEiss, M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY
18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: (248) 478-7860

most stain.

be cuiside for an extended time.

a four prong cane,

CARING FOR YOUR KNEES IN WINTER

Your knees in winter are like your furnaca heater. If a breakdown is likely 1o oocur, it
will come when the weather Is at its worst, when the knee, like thefumace, is under the |

At this time of year, the best way to protect knees is 1o wear the best possmle gear
for your feet. The greatest threat to-your knees is a siip and/or a fall. A sudden change
in focting can causs a torque that straing knee ligaments and meniscé, or results in4 fall.
that can cause a knee bone bruise or fracture. While it is not always possible to stay
indocrs in bad weather, it is possible, even necessary, that if vou venture outside, you
wear proper shoes or boots, Your footwear should give you maximum traction up and
down slippery steps or unexpected patches of ice, and keep our toes wairm if you may

You should use upmost cauticn in your initfal steps cutside. No matter how great the
need to hurry, take the first steps slowly. Give both your feet and your face the change
to become acciimated to wind and freezing temperature. If you have knee arthritis and
know those joints ars less than bsst for an unexpected turn of slip, start out with a
cane. To ensure solid support, be sure the ¢ane has a large rubber tip, or even better, is

In sum, the best way to care for your knees in winter is to look after your feet,
www.drjjweiss.yourmd.com
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Find Yourself at the GEMS boosts girls interest in math, science

L Ivo N I A I A M I L l BY JULIE BROWN Kahan tips her hat to the it around the community,” said
OBSERYVER STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton Branch Kahan, citing past keynoters . k
' of the American Association such as a General Motors vice &
If you've got a daughter of University Women, in on president and Lear auto sup-- 3
interested in a math/sci- GEMS since its inception with  plier staffer.
ence career, be sure Yo mark volunteers and financial belp. The conference, for which i
Saturday, March 21, on your Also helping with speakers girls will register with a parent, . ;
calendar. and funding is Community will include breakfast followed i
That’s the day the Plymouth- Financial Credit Union. by choices of two 50-minute |
Canton and Livonia school dis- “There was a concern not sessions. Those range from the |

tricts will present the Girls Excel ~ enough girls were goingonto.  water cycle to managing a cou-
"in Math and Science (GEMS) take the challenging math and  gar population to forensics.

Conference for fifth- through science courses,” Kahan said. “The girls and their parents :
eighth-graders, 745 am. toncon  “Over time, that’s changed.” get to make choices when they
at Plymouth High School. More young women now register,” she said. The fee is
“It’'s a marvelous day to see take Advanced Placement $20 per pair (girl and parent),
all those parents and their higher math like pre-calculus  waived if the girl is getting
girls,” said Janet Kahan, K-12  and calculus, as well as prob- free or reduced price school
math and science coordina- ability and statistics. Their lunches.
tor for the Plymouth-Canton numbers are higher in honors The day will feature the
Community Schools. “Weget  biology and physics, but educa- Plymouth-Canton Educational .
great evaluations.” © torsremain concerned. Park high school Robotics ‘
' _ This is the 13th GEMS “There’s still a concernthat  Team, with GEMS girls taking
ellip’ricals Conference, although it's now  girls are not egually repre- turns driving robots. That will i
_ done every other year, Kahan sented.” Middle school years be followed by two role model L
) said, so it dates back some are critical for girls making sessions, with such professions i
free W&IghTQ 20 years, Kahan and other decisions, so educators hope as engineer, physician, muse- i
organizers are heartened to to expose them to avarietyof  um curator and math teacher. A
see how concerned parents are  rewarding careers, There will be a panel of R
teen progra me about daughters’ fatures. “We may help them keep those  University of Michigan under- /|
- “It’s a different era than doors open longer,” she said, graduate women in science :
O I n b when I grew up,” she said. Keynote speaker March 21 and engineering for the role
Cewimmin g You can download the regis- will be Jennifer Aurandt, an -~ model sessions.
:- tration form at www.pces.K12. assistant professor of biochem- Last year, 160 students
' mius. Information is on the istry at Kettering University signed up. “We're hoping to do
Cy clin g clage Livonia district Web site at www.  in Flint. Shes younger, and as well or better,” said Kahan,
) livonia.k12.mi.us as well, and GEMS organizers hope to who appreciates the LPS co-
Livonia’s coordinating registra-  show girls that having a family  sponsorship again this year,
| kide sporte tion for the event at Plymouth and career can work. “Teachers from Livonia are also
p High, on Beck in Canton. “We've been trying to move offering role model sessions.”

Boys can attend, as can
students from nonpublic and
other area school djstricts. L
For more information, contact
Janet Kahan at (734) 416-3010
or by e-mail at kahanj@pces.
ki2.mi.us.
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Retired judge reflects
upon long career on bench

. BY TONY BRUSCATD
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

After presiding on the bench in
Plymouth’s 35th District Court for nearly
a quarter century, former Judge John
MacDonald has to learn a new job -
retirement. .

"After 24 years I don't have to get up
and go to work,” said MacDonald, 74,
whose term ended Dec. 31, “I'm trying to
reorganize a home office, and there are
lots of other things that need to be done.

“What I'll miss most is the relationships
with the Iawyers and staff... and you won't
find anything nicer than 35th Disirict
Court. It was a nice atmosphere to work
in,” he added. “But, you knew it was com-
ing because judge’s are age limited.”

Judges must retire at age 70, or
afterward when their term expires.
MacDonald said he wouldn’t mind seeing
the age restriction changed.

“T think in light of the fact people are living
longer and healthier we could easily change it
to 75, said MacDonald. “But, it’s in the state
constitution and it would take a lot to change
it. However, there is some merit in getting
new faces and ideas into the court system.”

The mandatory retirement age isn't
restricting MacDonald from working
when he wants.

“I've sat as a visiting judge in Berkley for
a few days,” he said. “Am I really ready to
go back to work? ! just may do some more
of that.”

MacDonald’s legacy in 35th Dlstrxct
Court may be the way he respected defen-
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Former Judge John MacDonald has retired after serving the 35th District Court for nearly 25 years.

dants in his courtroom.

“I sometimes felt that not everyone was
kind to them,” MacDonald said. “When
they were in front of me I just felt it was
a time for me to smile and be kind. Not
that I was going to change a penalty, but
at least let them know there was someone
concerned about them.”

“I think in fight of the fact people are
living longer and heaithier we could easily
change it o 75."

RETIRED JUBSE JOHN MACDONALD, 74, advocating raising the
age restriction for judges, which is 70

thruscato@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637
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GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY
MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O.

Board Certified Dermatologist

Specializing in Diseases
of the Skin, Hair & Nails

Invites you to visit and receive

the care you deserve.
¢ Skin Cancer ¢ Eczema
* Moles ¢ Warts
¢ Psoriasis ¢ Hair Loss
* Acne Botox e« Much More

Accepting New Patients » All Ages
Call for Appointment 24 8-324-2222 Evening appts. available

Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive,
Suite 150, Novi, Mich @qan 48377
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Meadow Brook Theatre

A Professional Theatre

Located on the Campus of Oakland University

BEYOND THE: RAUNBON

by William Randall Beard

January 7 - February 1

Hear all of your favorite Judy Garland songs in the
Michigan Premiere of this NEW musical!

Kimberly Vanbiesbrouck from Menopause the Musical stars as Judy Garland,
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rat Assisted Listening '
%‘, 2 Devices provided by |, ‘53:\-7"_ '

Rochester, MI 48309
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Whether

Q: Dear Rick: With the auto
show in town and the car
companies needing all the
help they can get, I decided
to buy a new car. What
factors should I consider in
deciding whether to buy or
to lease a car?

A: Ithink what you are
doing is great, and I hope
more people around the
country decide to buy cars

to buy or

from the "Big Three.”

The decision whether to buy
or lease a car is based upon
two major factors how long
you plan to own your car and
how many miles you drive on
an annual basis.

My general rule is if you
plan to buy a new car every
three vears or less, leasing is
the way to go. If you plan keep
the car for more than four

years, buying it makes more
sense.

If you drive more than
15,000-18,000 miles a year,
leasing generally becomes too
expensive for most people.

If you decide to buy a car,
the next issue is whether to
pay cash or to finance the
purchase. Considering interest
rates and tax consequences
(unless you can get inexpensive

financing, generally under 3
percent) I recommend paying
cash for the car. However, if
you don't have cash available
then you would have to obtain
financing.

‘Whether you buy or lease it,
it is important to shop around
and get the best deal possible
not only on price but financing
options. One of the mistakes
people make when they lease

is they assume they can’t
receive competitive bids. This
is not the case. Not only can
you shop the car at different
dealerships, but there also
are other institutions such as
credit unions that do leasing,
1n shopping for leased cars,
it is important to consider
monthly payments as well as
other terms of the agreement
such as security deposits, early
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lease a car depends on your situation

termination
fees and excess
mile charges

Many '
people do not
understand
that leasing a
car is simply
renting that
automobile
for a period
of time. The
lease payment
is the depreciation on the
vehicle. Because you are ‘
leasing the car for a set period '
of time, you are able to drive
a more expensive car for a
lower price. In fact, thatis -
one of the main advantages of
leasing. However, leasing does |
offer other advantages such i
as driving newer automobiles
and not having to worry about
reselling a used car.

Purchasing a car also has
its advantages such as the car
belongs to you and, thus, when
you decide to sell the car, you
will get some of your money
back. In addition, you can
lower your cost of driving by s
extending the length of tim'e &
yOUu OWI YOUr car.

I am often asked which
is better, buying or leasing.
There is no correct answer.
The key is what is best for an
individual situation. My advice
is that prior to obtaining a car
you should know how it will
be purchased before you visit
the dealerships. Knowing how
you will finance the purchase
prior to even looking at the
automobile itself will help
vou focus on making the right
decision.

Moey Matters

Rick Bloom

IR LAY SR

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at maneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com, -
You can hear Rick noon to 3 pam,
Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM.

Secretaryof
State closed for
King holiday -

Allbranch offices of the
Secretary of State’s office will
be closed Monday in observance
of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

The Department of State
mails notices to motorists 45.
days before their driver’s license
or license plates expire {o give

- them ample time to renew.

Licenses and plates that expire

‘on a day when state offices

are closed, such as holidays or
weekend, can be renewed the
following day without penalty. -
Motorists renewing license
plates can avoid the trip to
branch offices and do business

of touch-tone telephone. Easy to
follow instructions can be found
with the renewal notice. License
plate tabs will arrive by mail
within seven business days.
With the exception of holi-
days, branch offices are open
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday from 9 am.to 5

p-m. On Wednesdays, most Lo
offices are open from 11 a.m. to
7 p.m. with those in city cen-
ters cpen 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.-

i

i
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Township offices closed .

In honor of Mariin Luther King
Day, all Canton Township admin-
istrative offices will be closed on
Mopnday, Jan. 19, and will reopen for
noring usmess hours on Toesday.

nd crafts exhibitors wanted

The Plymouth-Canton Music

ters (PCMB) is hosting its
Anrnual Spring Arts and Crafts
Engemble on Saturday, March 14.
Exhibitors whid hand-craft their own
items are invited to submit an appli-
cation to exhibit at the fund-raising

" event to be held at Plymouth High
School in Canton. The juried art
event is produced twice each year by
the PCMB to help support the band
and color guard programs at the

Plymouth-Canton Educational Park.

- Artists and crafters who are inter-
ested in applying for consideration
to exhibit should visit www.pemb.
net/artcraft to download an applica-
tion and submit with photos by early
February or contact Carol Rosati at
(734) 455-0714. Only 100 exhibi-
tors will be permitted to exhibit at
this artistic event, Over the last four
years, more than 6,000 attendees
have visited the PCMB Arts & Craft
Ensembles.

“The Arts & Craft Ensembles are
two of the most successful fund-rais-
ers we host each year,” stated Dennis
Carnevale, president of the 2009
Plymouth-Canton Music Boosters.
“The money raised helps the concert
and marching bands, color guard and
percussion programs that provide
students with a one of a kind arts
experience. Our craft shows have
built a reputation for being some of
the best run arts and craft events in
the area.”

For more information, visit www.
pemb.net.

Divorce support group

DivorceCare, a divorce recovery
seminar and support group meets
at Calvary Baptist Church (43065
Joy Road, Canton) each Wednesday
at 7 p.m. Child care and children
ministries programs are provided.
DivorceCare features nationally
recognized experts on divorce and
recovery topics. Seminar sessions
include “Facing My Anger,” “Facing
My Loneliness,” “Depression,” “New
Relationships,” “KidCare” and
“Forgiveness.”

This is a safe place where confiden-

tiality is required. If you are divorced,

separated, or considering either, this
could be a good fit for you.

For more information, call Tony
and Jean Laughter at (734) 981-1767.

‘Hilarity for Charity’

The homeless fund-raiser “Hilarity

Canton's biggest ‘loser’

Canton's Paul Basata shed 77 pounds during Canton Chiropractic Clinic's second weight

loss chalienge, which concluded last month. Retired from 6M, Basala fost 37 percent of his
weight and was the winner of the challenge. The newest challenge begins Tuesday, Jan 20 at
Canton Chiropractic Clinic. The 12 week challenge, which includes early evening times, costs
$29. The registration fees are thrown in a pot that is split up by the top three winners. For
more information or to register, call (888) 233-0398.

for Charity” will take place at 7
p.m., Feb. 6, at the Village Theater
in Canton. The event will feature
appetizers, a cash bar, two stand up
comedians, and a premier for a short
comedic film. It is a family friendly
night with 100 percent of ticket sales
going straight to benefit the home-
less of downtown Detroit. Tickets are
$25 for a student and $40 for every-
one else. If interested tickets can

be purchased by calling (248)-473-
2000 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. or through
the Summit on the Park by calling
(7349-894-5460. Cagh, Visa, and
Mastercard are all accepted.

Home school programs

Canton Leisure Services is offer-
ing new home school programs to the
Canton community that will provide
children ages 5 to 12 with classes
that encourage physical fitness, art
education and social opportunities
regardless of where they study. All
of these new programs were created
in response to feedback received in
2008 from focus groups with area
parents of home school children.
More than 20 parents provided input
on various classes they would like to
see made available for their children.

The new programs are scheduled
to begin throughout the month of
January. Activities geared toward
students, include: swim lessons; aer-

obics; gym and art classes, as well as
drop-in opportunities in the Summit
Aquatic Center on Wednesdays and
Fridays from 1-3 p.m, located at
46000 Summnit Parkway, and at the
BLOCK Youth and Teen Center on
Taesdays from noon- 3 p.m., located
at 44237 W. Michigan Avenue.
Registration fees vary per class
or program. Some programs offer a
20 percent discount for additional
children, The Summit Kids Corner
will be available for parents with
YOung chlidren Normal rates will
apply. For more information or
to see a complete class schedule,
please visit leisure.canton-mi.org or *
contact the Summit Front Desk at
(734) 394-5460, Parents who would
like to be added to our news group
and receive updates on current
home school opportunities though
Leisure Services, please e-mail Jason
Lombardo at jlombardo@canton-
mi.org, -

Slavens coffee hour

New State Rep. Dian Slavens,
D-Canton, is inviting residents
to join her at her first coffee hour
to enjoy a cup of coffee and share

‘their ideas and concerns. The cof-

fee hour is set for Monday, Feb. 2,
from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at
the Canton Public Library, 1200 8.
Canton Center Road. Slavens is the

E)'i()(}’ ody oy
‘Power that espowers,
Agllity meets Fability.

Captur incredible winter moments.
and incredible wmter savmys,

new State Representative for the 21st
House District, which covers Canton
Township, Van Buren Township and
Belleville. _
“I'm eager to sit down with the
residents that I represent in the.

" Michigan House and listen to their

thoughts and concerns,” Slavens said.
“Talking with our residents about
issues that are important to them
and their families will help me to
better represent our community at
the Capitol. I know that Michigan is
facing tough challenges right now.
Through hard work and determina-
tion I will fight to create more good-
paying jobs for our workers and get
our economy back on track.”

Kiwanis fund-raiser

The Plymouth Canton Kiwanis
Breakfast Club is sponsoring a
euchre party to fight off the winter
doldrums on Saturday, Jan. 24, at
the VFW Post 7575 at 33011 Ford
Road in Garden City. All proceeds
of the event will support community
wide service programs such as their
dictionary project that provides a
personal dictionary to all third grad-
ers in Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools.

The entry fee is $10 with sign-in at
7 p.m. and games beginning at 7:30
p.m. There will be lots of prizes and
a cash bar with refreshments avail-
able for purchase. Call Debby at (734)
282-2340 or e-mail at dtorzy@hot-
mail.com to register or to get more
information. Walk-ins are welcome.

Patterson aide to host
meeting

State Sen. Bruce Patterson’s dis-
trict representative, Sue Trussell, will

‘be conducting office hours Friday,

Jan. 16 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the
Plymouth District Library located

at 223 §. Main Street in Plymouth,
For directions and more information
about the library, visit their Web site
at www.plymouthlibrary.org. Come
on in and share your questions or
concerns with Sue. All are welcome.

Car seat safety checks

The Canton Fire Department is
offering car seat safety checks to

" Canton residents. It has been esti-

mated that four out of five car seats
are used improperly. By schedul-
ing an appointment with one of the
Fire Department’s Certified Child
Passenger Safety Technicians, resi-
dents can learn the proper instal-
lation of their child’s car seat, how
to secure their child properly in the
seat, and determine if the seat 1s
appropriate for their child, all based
on National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration guidelines,

Car seat safety checks are available

by appointment only. To schedule

vour appointment contact the Canton,

Fire Prevention Unit at (734) 394~
54456.

Ryan Hamilton to perform

Comedian Ryan Hamilton will per-
form at 8 p.m., Jan. 23 at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill. Known for
his clean brand of comedy, Hamilton
continues to receive national atten-
tion for his quick wit and was
recent]y featured on NBC’s “Last
Comic Standing.”

In 2003, Hamilton -
was chosen asa

§ semi-finalist in the
Seattle International
Comedy Competition
| and was also a final-
ist at the Las Vegas
Comedy Festival’s

" “Laugh Across

America Contest.”

Tickets are $15, which also includes
a performance by comedian Steve
Macone. Please be advised that con-
tent may contain adult material. For
more information or to purchase
tickets visit www.canton-mi.org/vil-’
lagetheater. Tickets can also be
purchased at Summit on the Park by
phone at (734) 394-5460 or in per-
son. To purchase tickets at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill box office,
stop by during box office hours:
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.;
Friday and Saturday, 7-9 p.m. and

Hamilton

_ Sunday, 5:30-7:30 p.m. The Village

Theater ticket office will also be open
one hour prior to each performance.

“Canton Toastmasters

The Canton Communicators

Toastmasters Club, a non-profit

group where members learn both
communication and leadership skills,
meets every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
at the Canton Coney Island at 8533
Lilley Road, just south of Joy Road,

in the Golden Gate Plaza. Visitors are
always welcome. For more informa-
tion, please contact Bonnie at (734)
646-2237.

Business Network
Professionals

Business Network Professionals,
alocal chapter of Business Network -
International, meets weekly on
Wednesday mernings from 7-8:30-
a.m. at the Canton Coney Island {at -
the corner of Lilley and Joy roads).
Any person in business in the
Plymouth, Canton and surrounding
area is invited to attend as a guest
and meet with other businesspersons, ,
for purposes of networking, referrals,

_ and supporting one anothef.

Contact Bill MacFarland, chapter
presidént, at (734) 812-3845 for more
information.
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VFW Haircut Day

David Rouse, right.‘ cuts Connie

Maschke's hair for a donation to BY PAM FLEMING place from 9 a.m.to 5p.m. at
Locks of Love. Fellow barber Wally STAFF WRITER the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Hiil, left, watches and Northville VFW Post 4012, 438 8. Main St., just’

Ladies Auxifiary Betty Burkacki is Ifit’s time for a trim, come north of Seven Mile Road. This

at center. All wilt assist the VFW in to the “VFW Haircut Day for is the fourth year for the event.
their fourth annual ‘Hair Cut Day Cancer and AIDS Research”in . The barbers that are
for Cancer and AIDS Research’ on S B : downtown Northville today. involved are from Jack’s .
Sunday. S i ' JORMHEDER | NORTHVILE Recoro L he fund-raiser will take Barber Shop, 111 E. Dunlap St.,
: : . in downtown Northville and

Northville Barbers, 545 Seven

: Mile Road., The barbers will -
GET HIGH-DEFINITION
thy cause.
' ' ' ' ‘ Haircuts will be $12 for
‘ i . men, women and children.
- : ‘ “Everyone has been touched

by cancer in one way or the
other,” said Betty Burkacki

Flagstar offers not just a great selection of CDs and terms at of the VFW Post 4012 Ladies
highly competitive rates. Now when you open a A“Xﬂla‘-‘y’ event chairperson.
12- to 17-month CD with a minimum deposit of $35,000, Raffle tickets will also be

sold during the event for gift

(. . \ " chants, including a sports bas-
i - ket, dinner basket and ladies
Openal12-to 17 month CD at P
Two local restdurants are
also participating in the fund-
raiser. Chili’s Restaurant at
v# - Haggerty and Eight Mile roads
ﬁP will donate 10 percent of din-
ers’ total bills back to the event
with Loya'w Checklng on Meonday, Jan. 19. Applebee’s

\ Get an H DTV F RE E**. y, Restaurant at Six Mile and

Haggerty roads will donate
20 percent of diners’ hills on

Individual accounts now Monday,Jan.26.
FDIC-insured up to sz 50’0907 The restaurants will require

coupons from the VEW for the
money to go to the fund-raiser.
For more information about
the event or the coupons, call
Burkacki a (734) 891-3921 or
pick some up at the Northville
VFW Post after noon on
Sunday.

In the first three years, the
event has raised a total of
$7,268 for cancer and AIDS
research.

“With the support of the

c :
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it 3 ey ot wotice. TFOIC anerage besvalfabile i Devosinier 33 3063, The event began when the. . \

VFW post asked local barber
Dave Rouse if he would donate
his hair-cutting services

for the cause, and he said it
would be a pleasure. The first
year, Rouse shaved one VFW
member’s head, two beards,
some mustaches men had had
for several years, and cut 55
heads of hair. This year, the
two local barbers have agreed
to have their heads shaved for
the cause. .

“We have placed jars for
donations in both of the local
barber shops,” Burkacki said.
Wally Hill, a VFW member
and barber, as well as another
veteran have agreed to lose
their hair, beard and mus-
tache if $1,000 is collected by
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. 9 : “We are we well on our way,
with any minor or major auto Light On? Burkacki said. gag‘?;?zfgkhéir_
repalr work over $500.00 - Transmission cut arrive at the fund-raiser
PmblemS? with clean hair.
e I_ow Fluld Levels? pHleming@gannett.com
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‘St. Damian Catholic School W@

29891 Joy Road, Westland 48185

'Open House

service  Sunday, January 25th - Noon-me

An exceptional hom-le setting for Active/Aleri, | . ‘ FFE '
Memory Impaired, Frail/Recovering and Aizheimer’s residents. EEBM‘E

catworie scwoors Come meet our teachers, parents and students!!

Strong Faith Formation * Religion, Reading, Phonics,

« Weekly school Mass English, Spelling, Math,

» Sacramental programs Science, Social Studies,

: * Daily prayer - Computers, Art, Music,
-24 Hour Professional Staffing -Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard * After school Religious Foreign Language, Physwal
~Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free  -Medication Management Education Program Education
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day -Daily Housekeeping & Laundry Strong Basic Academics ' CYO Sports and Intramural Sports
-On Call Nurse Practitioner -Incontinence Management « Fully accredited by MNSAA » National Junior Honor Somety .
-Planned Activities -Beauty & Barber Shop » Preschool 3 years - 8" grade « Student Council
c A“'O N ' -+ Small class sizes » Livonia bus
» Certified and highly * Licensed Latchkey
‘ - qualified teachers & counselor * Hot Iunch program

8121 Lilley, Located between Joy & Warren Roads ____ . &L ' For more information: 734-427-1680 ﬁ
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