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WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Boys' traumatic
fall through ice
shows dangers
of local ponds

BY TONY BRUSCATO
GBSERYER STAFF WRITER

It may be & while before

11-year-old Nolan Gerou of
‘Canton Township and his
friend, 12-year-old David
Bindon of Canton, decide
1o take a walk onto a frozen
pond.

Last week, the pair tested
the iee on a retention pond
in the Hampton Ridge North
subdivision. It soon became an
experience Nolan will never
forget.

“We went on it to test it and
out of the blue we fell through
theice,” Nolan said. “We didn't
even hear it crack. The water

- came up to our shoulders and

we kind of touched the bot-
tom.

“We tried to pull ourselves
out of the water, but the ice
kept falling through,” he

added. “We got to the side and

.1 boosted David up and then

- he pulled me out. I thought I

was going to drown.”

Nolan's father, 35th Dlstrlct
Court Judge Michael Gerou,
said the incident “scared the
heck” out of him when he
learned of the story.

“It’s & good thing they were
together, because I'm not sure
either one of them could have
gotten out by themselves with
their snow pants and boots
on,” Gerou said. “There are
a lot of retention ponds in
Canton that people use for ice
rinks and skating.”

Canton Fire Chief Michael
Rorabacher said retention
ponds in Canton range from
approximately three to eight
feet deep, with at least one in
the township 10-12 feet.

“By their very nature, reten-
tion ponds are designed to
regulate storm water runoff.
And, unlike a natural pond,
their water levels can fluctu-
ate significantly,” Rorabacher
said. “You can actually have a
layer of ice on top, and a gap of
no water directly underneath.”

Rorabacher cautioned about
the use of retention ponds for
winter activities.
 “Residents should consider
all ice unsafe due to variables
that you cannot see, such
as thickness, deterioration,
cracks and holes,” Rorabacher -
said. “Tce that is three inches
thick in one area maybe a
half-inch thick a few steps
away due to water currents,
depth or objects underneath.”

Rorabacher said Canton
firefighters train annually
in ice water rescue utilizing
frozen retention ponds

"in Canton. They use the
department’s new buoyant
“Mustang Iee Commander”
suits designed for cold water
rescues. Firefighters practice
cutting through the ice and
into the water to “rescue” their
partners.
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The Canton Historical Museum s le Carlson dlsplays an old style baseball mitt that was left in a house that
Bitl Tesen moved into. A tag lists a patent dated 1910.

Toys from another era

Museum’s exhibit appeals to the child in everyone

GO PLAY: TOYS FROM DIFFERENT
TIMES, DIFFERENT PLACES
‘Where: Canton Historical Museum
{corner of Canton Centér Roadand -
Heritage Park Drive) =
When: Through Feb. 27" -
Hours: Tuesdays, -4 p m.; Thursdays
25 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to4 p.m.
- More info; Admissionis free. Calt
 {734)397-0088,or visit Wi cantorihis-
; torlgaisomet' orq

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

BY TONY BRUSCATO
GBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The Canton Historical Museum’s current exhibit
— Go Play: Toys for Different Times, Different
Places — may well be as much a toy story for adults
as much as it is for kids.

With dolls and books from the 1860s, 'a Lionel
train set complete with transformer and smoke pel-
lets, baseball mitts from the 1930s and a Monopoly
game with wooden houses and hotels from the same
era, adults are certain to use the time to reminisce

Piease see TOYS, A3

County’s snowplowing
efforts drawing plenty

of drivers’ complaints

BY TOKY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton resident Eugene
Desjarlais said he wasn’t
too pleased with Wayne
County’s snowplowing of
Canton’s roads after last
weekend’s snowstorm.

“It’s finally deceént now,
but it seemed to take for-
ever,” Desjarlais said, “It
seemed like they were sit-
ting on it for a while when
they didn’t salt ahead of
time when they knew the ice
was coming. I didn’t slide
a whole lot, though, thank
goodness.”

Canton Township
Supervisor Phil LaJoy
received enough complaints
about road conditions that
he contacted Wayne County
officials with the concerns.
LaJoy said he understands
Wayne County’s budget
dilemma and the policy
changes made before win-

" ter, which affected when

and how the roads will be
plowed. However, LaJoy
said he wants to see a better
effort as it pertains to snow-
plowing in Canton.

“The roads weren't safe
and it took them too long to
get the snow to an accept-
able level,” LaJoy said. “What
they’re supposed to do is have
two pathways that are to be
cleared, there’s not supposed
to be ice in those ruts. The
rest of the snow is supposed
to be half-an-inch. But, that
didn’t happen in all areas.

“I'm also concerned about
the school buses traveling in
ruts,” he said. “I've been in
communication with {Wayne
County Commissioner)
Kevin McNamara, and our
staff has been in touch with
the county. (Wayne County)
had some issues and they've
assured us they will work
through them and do the
best they can to fix all the
problems they had.”

McNamara, who recently
was appointed chair-
man of the Wayne County

Commmission’s committee on

public services - which over-

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

What doyou think of Wayn
County's snowplowing efforts
Canton so far this winter? E-maif
your thoughts to Editor KurtKi

post acomment_ onou Wl
www.hometownlife.co

sees the roads -'said a two-

. hour meeting Wednesday

with the administration of
Executive Robert Ficano -
resulted in a plan to mobi-
lize Wayne and surrounding
counties and their commu--
nities to ask the state for
more money. B

“We have a mghtmare
on our hands and we're
ready to go after the state
of Michigan concerning our
roads,” said McNamara,
who lives in Canton. “The

“funding levels are so low we
can’t maintain the safety of
our residents, More money
will allow.us to man up for
storms, stockpile salt and
buy enough equipment.”

Assistant Wayne County
Executive Alan Helmkamp
said becanse of the budget
cutbacks, expectations from
communities need to be
modified.

“Our routes have
decreased from 133 to 99,
so it will take longer to get
out to any particular area,”
Helmkamp said. “That was
forced upon us by layoffs
we sustained in the last
few vears due to decreas-
ing revenue and the fact
we’ve not been able to buy
any new equipment. But,
service should be more than
adequate.”

Debbie Momeni of
Canton wasn't too critical
of last weekend’s plowing of
Canton’s major streets, but
admitted it could be better.

“(The plowing) was com-
parable to the snowfall, you
can’t be out there every sec-
ond on every road,” Momeni
said. “It wasn't horrible ... it
was worse in other areas.”

thruscato@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637

Wayne County -
Executive Robert.
Ficano will déliver his
annual State of the
County address at
the Village Theater at
Cherry Hifl in Canton
onFeb. 12. |
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* BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER ‘

Hill Village.

Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano will give
his annual State of the County address Feb. 12 at the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill in Canton’s Cherry said.

According to the Ficano’s press secretary, Vanessa
Denha-Garmo, the program will begin at 6 p.m.,
with Ficano giving his speech about 7 p.m. The
speech will be broadcast live on the radio by WJR-
AM (760) and on television by WWJ-TV {Channel
2). WJR’s Lloyd Jackson will emcee the program.

Denha-Garmo said details of the program are still

being worked out.

Ficano to give State of the C-Ounty at Village Theater

et

As for Ficano’s speech, she said it will be both

reflective and forward thinking,
“It’s going to be a culmination of last year's suc-
cesses and this year’s challenges and plans,” she

Topies will include the expansion of the Cobo

Center and the importance of keeping the North
American International Auto Show here in Detroit.
“He will really be focusing on economic develop-
ment,” Denha-Garmo said.
The Village Theater at Cherry Hill holds about
300 people. According to Denha-Garmo, the audi-
ence will be composed of invited guests.

‘Warming Homes

‘and Hearts

The Heat and Warmth Fund (THAW) is a nonprofit
organization established . to ‘provide lowrincome
families. with- energy assistance during. crisis. For
“the 20072008 heating season, THAW distributed.
more than $10,928,000 in energy assistance to

| (738) 4531200 {877) 937-2528 toll free

. Far evety new checkiné account opened jn January 2009,
-Commuity Financial will contribute $10.00 to THAW®
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- The Charter Townshlp of Canton will provide necessary reasonable

" impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
 ‘the-meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
. -upon’ two weeks ‘notice to the Charter. Township of Canton.

. CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
' ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

“auxiliary aids and .services, such as signers for.the hearing -

-Individuals with. ‘digabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
ghould ‘contact the Charter Township of Canton by. wntmg or
-callmg the following: .

' David Medley, ADA Coordinator ’
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 8.-Canton Center Road
: _Canton, MI 48188
" (754) 394-5260

" Publish: January 15, 2009 A
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-+ Totally cag&freei ‘
'« Supervised playgroups

* Trained & Loving staff

eaFree Overmaht Boardit
Dog Obedience Classes

Seeour webs1te to enroll mowt:

’ v '
aﬁg gﬁ? Care My Mom says “Pm
Special” because 1
‘ go to Happy Hounds q.-

to Play!

I00% of time
« Climate controlled %aai%i‘ty
with fenced in yard,
» Home-iike facility with toys,
sofzs, play aets & pooch paois

-Whﬂa you are at work, we are at work

cwmg for your loyal friend Sé mmpanéam

734,458 000G
: &73 &, Main 3.« Plymouth, M 48170
www.hagspyhauﬂdﬁﬁaycme com » plymsuthdogmom@msn, corm

Look 16 o9 thom be sur doggis web soms!

Check us out on the Web every
day at hometownlife.com
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- in the United States.

-said Haidous, who with his
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Wayne'mayor has spot '|n néw 'Second gradetextbook

BY SUE MASOH chlldren. S
.OBSERVER STAFF WRITER The‘ textbook
, Lo g purchase were .
A familiar face will grace : - one of several
. the pages of a new soctal stud- approved by -
~ jes boek that will be used by the board as
second-graders in the Wayne- the district
Westland Community Schools. [ B continues to
Wayne Mayor Abdul “Al™ Hadlus - align curricu- -
Haidous is highlighted in ‘ - lum to meet

book, All Together Series,
because he is the first Arab
American to be elected mayor

In addition to All Together,
the district is purchasing a

_ second social studies book,
Meet Michigan by Hillsdale
Educational publishers, for use
by third-graders which will -

“I'm honored, 'm humbled
and honored to be a part of
the educational process,” 41
the third-fourth-grade social

wife, Mary, sat and watched . studies curriculum, accordmg

Monday night as the Wayne-  to Aggle Kubrak, senior execu-
Westland school board - tive director of the curricilum
approved the purchase of the department. .

textbooks. “I thank you for cre-* . "The board also approved
-ating an environment for our buymg World sttory

the standards set by the state. .

"complete the realignment of .

C‘HARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID -

.NOTIGE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Tewnshlp of Cantun ‘

1150 Canton Center 8, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed bids at
_the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p m. Thursday, January 29, 2009
for the following:- .

DISCOVER BROCHURE DESIGN, PRINT LAYOUT,
SORTING AND DISTRIBUTION JOB '

Bids may be picked up at the Fmance and Budget Department on
our website at- www.canton-mi.org, or you thay- contact Mike
Sheppard at: 734/394-5225. All bids must be submitted in & sealed -
envelope clearly marked with the proposal name; company name,
address and telephone piumber and date and time of bid openmg‘
The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all -
proposals. The Townshlp does not discmmmate on the basis of race,

- color, natiorial origin, sex, religion, age or dlsablhty in employment

. or the pr0v151on of services. :

- '{TERRX G. BENNETI‘,’ ACLERK

"Publish: January 15, 2008°
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pius an extra 15% off mattress sets Sunday-—Monday Jan 1319_*

Excludes $tearne & Faater. Additinnai 10% off stearns & Foster

| sale

‘ after 50% + 15% off

quesn mattress set

Serta *Platinum” Reg, 169289

R 50% OFF

0% OFF all faucets AN SINKS cecutericsr meit orors s 2:0my spcii. oies amc 3108

save up.to $400 on entire Danze Ziga Zaga vanity cc}!!ectaon plus receive a $100 gift card
by mail from the great indoors with purchase of entire SUIte: see storefr cetis. oiter ends 1105

' Patterns of Interaction by

McDougal Littell Publishers
for the 10th-grade socral stud» ‘
ies curriculum.

Committees made up of
teachers and administrators
spent more than a year looking
at textbooks and making sure
the ones selected aligned with
the state requirements. The fact
that a local celebrity is in one
of thern was an fringe benefit

“and drew praise from two board

members who live in Wayne.
“I just love it that you're in
this textbook, that’s wonder-

“ful,” said board President
" Martha Pitsenbarger, “He

absolutely loves being mayor.
He does a great job.” -
"“I've known him for many

- years and I think of him as

nothing else than a great
American and a great friend,”

-added board Vice President

Skip Monit.

A Lebanese native, Haidous
‘immigrated to the U.S. in
1969 and with Mary ran Al's
Friendly Market in Wayne.

B ALL MAT TRESS SET

 15% CASH BACK on all I:ghtmg and ceiling fans total purc;hase of $198 or more

i..ash hack afer aagil-in’rebate, Exaiudes Neve; Priced Lower iwms. Caaabiahea Fan {}0 Minka Ajte fans and Hunter SNre@uga collection, See szore fm ﬁexa&is cﬁer ends y3jos,

In 1993, he was eleeted to the
Wayne City Council where he
served two terms. In 2001, he
‘made history by being the first’
elected mayor in the city of

“Wayne as well as the first Arab

American elected mayor of a
clty in Arherica, :
Haidous, who had five .
children go through Wayne-
Westland schools, told the
board “our schools have never

‘looked better.”

“You've worked hard and it
shows,” he said. “I know what
the schools looked like before.
1 like what you've done YouTe
doing a fantastie job.

Board Treasure Steve
Becher, who also lives in
Wayne, told Haidous that with
the purchase of the book he

- will have to consider his politi-

cal future.

“You're going to have torun
for mayor a few more times
because we can’t afford to buy
another book,” he said.

‘ smason@hometowniifa.com | {313y 222-6751

Filing deadling

Feb. 10 for W-W
school election

The clock is ticking for peo~
ple who are interested in serv-
ing on the Wayne-Westland
school board. As of Tuesday,
only one person, appointed
incumbent Shawna Walker, -
had pulled nominating peti-

" tions in advance of the Feb. 10

deadline for the election which
will be held May 5.

The two four-year terms,
held by incumbents Ed Turner
of Westland and Steve Becher
of Wayne, will be'filled in the -

_annual election,

Voters also will selecta

*-trustee to serve the:remaining

one year of the term of for-
mer board member Frederick -
Weaver, who resigned last - |
August after it became known:
he had moved from the school
district. Walker, a Westland
resident, has been filing the
pusition since being appointed

"to the board in mid-September

A retiree, Turner is complet-
ing his fourth four-year term -
on the school board. He has -
served as board secretary and
president. Becher was elected
to the board in 2004 to fill the

remaining one year of a term
" that had been held by the late

Mathéw McCusker and elected
to his first four-year term in_
2005. The carrent board trea-
surer, he is a retired Wayne-
Westland teacher. ‘
‘Candidates must be at least
18 years old, a qualified voter
in the school district arid a
resident of the state for at least
30 days. They have until 4
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 10, to file
an Affidavit of Identlty and a
nominating petition. Petitions
must contain a minimum of 40

‘up to a maximum of 100 signa-

tures of registered voters in the
school district. A $100 nonre-
fundable fee can be filed in lien
of a petition.

Petitions are available from
the Westland City Clerk’'s:
Office in Westland City Hall,
36001 Ford, west of Wayne

" Road, and the Wayne City

Clerk’s Office in Wayne City

“Hall at 3855 S. Wayne Road,

south of Glenwood.
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The exhibit features severat dolls, inciuding this one from the 1940s donated

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

by Dorothy West pushes a buggy from Helen Maloney. In the buggy is a Di-
Dee Baby that drinks, wets and cries, from 1958, on loan from Kathy Martin.

festival will also feature the multi-award winning musician

HeLf Al

T0VS

FROM PAGE At

about days gone by.

“I thought parents and
teachers would engage their
kids in conversation,” said Liz
Carlson, museum director.
“What’s happening is parents
are engaging one another, and
other adults, in this reminisp-
ing. Kids are off looking and
wanting to play.”

Among the other items on
display from the museum’s
archives and denations from
Canton residents are a tin-
ware tea set, roller skates with
wooden wheels and double-
bladed ice skates.

Carlson said the title “Go
Play” was by design because of
tts ambiguous meaning.

“Why do parents say, ‘Go
play’?” Carlson said. “Ts it to
give me time to do what I have
or want to do? Is it to get you
out of my hair? Give you time
to exercise your creativity and
imagination or go outside to
get exercise? There are many
Teasons.

“Childhood in the last 150 to
200 years is something that is
prized, and parents put a lot
into their children, even when
times are bad,” Carlson added.
“Children are a valued part of
society.”

The exhibit is scheduled
to run through at least Feb.
27. The Canton Historical
Museuni hours are 1-4 p.m.
Tuesday, 2-5 p.m. Thursday
and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday. Admission is free.

thruscato@hometownlifecom | (313) 222-2637

Smokin' Sieddog Records
Music Festival

Bluegrass and fingerstyie guitarist Jason Dennie will be
among the regional and national acts that will parform
as part of the Smokin’ Sleddog Records Music Festival at
7 p.m., Jan. 17 at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill. The

John Latini and The Flying Latini Brothers, Celtic/folk
duo Siusan 0-Rourke & Zig Zeitler, Chicage folk and pep
pianist/vocalist Emily Hurd, acoustic roots from Jamie-

Sue Seal, singer/songwriter Andre Villoch and more,
Tickets are on sale now for $22 for all'seats. To purchase
tickets online, visit www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater
or call (734) 394-5300. For more information on Smokin’
Sleddog Records, visit www.SmokinSleddogRecords.com.

who have always dreamed of
playing an instrument!

Complete
8 Week Course

frdudes music book &
prociice insbrument!

Sz 9 A §50 Volue!

BloomfieldHills  Canton  Shelby Township
1184 Telegraph  T170Haggerty 1274523 Mile
433360566  TMANSAGTT 847286570
.08 St Lk 5.0 Joy} £ 0 M55
Classes also Available in
Boseyifle, Warren, Uinton Twn., Chesterfield Ta,, Lake Griop, Milford & Safme
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Joe Gannon

by Joe Gannon

We're recommended

North-East 586-75
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After busmess hours or

All deemeano &F elony Cases

“You need someb dy to mvestlgate,
research and fight for you.”

You Need Attorney

Christopher Brown
Former Police Officer

It’s my experience as an investigator and attorney
that will make the difference in your case!

248-649-1160

r weekend a 5p ointments
10

Ze please call...{?IS 819-

Our Doors Are Open ToYou

Brookfield Acedery Monwssor Schools are inspiing,
carefilly planned envirenments whese childeon schiove
eademmic excellence, livlong skills and are cneounged o
szch their foll poseagul
¥ Mew Cotapus Opendng to Livonds -« suend our
Trtommuznn hesmnn 1o jvamn mos shout awr athool
* Nows Aroepting
~ Regisensions for our Iafaot and Toddler Program

Begiarmations for our Sutmner Cany Progium
{ages 3 - 12 years)
- Applirarirs for the 200020040 Avdeoin Yeur

DPENING SUMMER 1009

Paremt Information Sessions
Thursday, january 12, 2009

§1:30 a, - L3R pan, o €30 pan- 800 pan,
For mare nformation call, 734-464-278%

Segsions held at:

Grand Traverse Fe Company
41640 Ann Arbor Road

Plymoteh, M 48170
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STOREWIDE SAVINGS,
NOW THROUGH SATURDAY!

1 60% OFF
Quterwear by Kenneth Cole REACTION®,
E Mine West®, AK Anne Klein®, Calvin Klein®,
E London Fog®, ParryElis® & others.
Savs G s online slock b e and &
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B saie 340-8220.
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in a tough economy, customers
need to save money, but not
. sacrifice quality! With over 1000
stores worldwide, only Carpet One
can make this kKind of buy and
pass the savings on to you, Come
in and see this richly embiossed,
textured laminate flooring
available at an unheard of price.
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‘Vic the Brick' leaves his mar

Longtime planning
commissioner proud
of township’s growth

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

As the chairman of the Canton
Planning Commission, Vic Gustafson
haggled with developers, listened to resi-
dents and watched the township flourish.

And now, with 20 years of experience
in his rear view mirror, he has passed the
torch.

“Canton is a wonderful community that
others recognize and admire — and I can
say that without skipping a beat — but it
is time to make room for the new kids,”
said Gustafson, who recently relocated
to Macomb with his new bride. “We have
come a long way.”

 After touching down in Canton in 1978,
the Tather of three quickly jumped into
local governrnent, carving out his spot on
the Planning Commission and gained the
niekname “Vic the Brick” for his unyield-
ing dévotion to.the construction material.

“Wenever questloned our standards,”
Gustafson said, adding that township
officials, such as former Supervisor Tom
Yack, joined together early on to carry
out the vision for Canton’s development.
“When we first proposed upscale housing
south of Ford Road, there were a number
of peaple who thought it was pie in the

not have been able to attract the busi-

. nesses we have today. Nothing ventured,

nothing geined.”

‘While throwing out acronyms that
soon became staples of his vocabulary,
such as PUD (planned unit development)
and PDD (planned development district),
Gustafson points to developments such as
Cherry Hill Village and Pheasant Run as
successes. '

“I'm pretty happy with what we have

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Former Planning Commission Chairman Vic Gustafson spent two décades on the commission. He
recently moved to Macomb Township with his new bride. Over the years he was in the middle uf many
heated battles, including a hostile meeting about the Oakwood Hospltat pro;ect

done. I think we are in the 95-100 percent
strike zone,” he said, adding that com-
missioners sometimes have to be the “bad
guy” when negotiating with developers.
“Rather than be just another community,
we have become one to be admlred and
copied.” -

Commission Vice Chair Greg Greene
called Gustafson’s contributions to
Canton “unique” and said his presence
will be missed.
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Huge Storewide Toy & Doll Clearancel

SAVE 20%-30%-40% 50%

10005 Of Items « Hundreds of Trusted Brands

Adora, Badier, Braver, Briv, Coradie, Erector, Groovy GiH,
Guideveafl, Gund, Haba, Rottlor, K-Nex, Kidhraft.

Le Toy Fan, Learning Resources' & Other Educationed Ttems,

Lee Middlewn, Melissa & Doug, Plavmobil, Byvans Room,
S:e’i;ﬁ‘ Thomas & More!

$his {ron #3R0TY

‘or More Yufo. Visit wwww.adoit Larspital. com

1G1JC1241SM111324 1995 Chevrolet Cavalier
2GIWLS2J1Y1187567 2000 Chevrolet Lumina
2B3ED46TTPHATIS94 1993 Dodge Intrepid
1G3HN53L5PH318117 1993 Oldamobile 88 Rovale
 ZP4GM2530SR294588 1995 Plymouth Voyager
INB7R38170146 1973 Chevrolet Caprice
1FAFP34P52W323092 2002 Ford Focus SefSe Co
2C3HD46ROYH234347 2000 Chrysier Concorde Lx
1B3ES46C42D598986 2002 Dodge Neon Se

MAYFLOWER TOWING
1179 Starkweather St,
Flymouth, MI 48170
734-459-0063
NOTICE OF SALE

The Following vehicles will be sold at Public Auction for cash to
satisfy lien pursuant to F.S. 713.78 on January 22, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.
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W@;Ek-»m Registration

Jan. 24, 2009
12-5pm « High Velocity Sports
46245 Michigan Avenue, Canton

Feb. 14, 2009
1lam-4pm ¢ Plaza Lanes
42001 Ann Arboer Road, Plymouth
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League 1s oper fo all Plymowth, Plomonth Towns!np afsd
Canton Township residents

T-Ball (ages 5-7) .

. Wow Offering Coach Pitch
© (ages 6-8)

Minor League (ages 7-16)

Major League (ages 10-12)

Junior League (ages 13-14)

Check us out on the Web every day
at hometownllfe com

886N VN Screet: E’Eymaum Michgan 48170 142.4

'}lednesday Evening, January 21st, 2009
6:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Thursday Afternoon, January 22nd, 2009
2:00 PM to 3:00 PM

Light refreshments will be served

Monroe Bank & Trust Northville Branch
Conference Room
113 West Main Street (Northville Square)

Please RSVP (248) 449-3700

Understanding
Changes in

FEDERAL DEPGSIT INSURANCE CORPORA

Insurance
A FREE Seminar
Discussing Expanded

FDIC Protection

available for various personal and
business deposit accounts.

BT

®
Monroe Bank & Trust

Member FDIC

January 22nd, 2009:
= Update Your Smiile

What are the hot new dental techniques?

« Health Benefils Of Massage

A relaxing method to relleve stress and pain.

= Fitness Accessories
The latest fithess and weight training

« Change It Up

« Lo-cal Recipes

Osose3nacs

Resolve to take better care of ydurself in the new year
with a little help from our upcoming Health & Fitness
pages. You’ll find a variety of features written to help
yvou achieve a sense of balance and well- belng.

accessories for in-home or at-work workouts.

January 29th, 2009:

Small ways to make a difference in your health.

= Update Your Eyes
The Iatest in eye wear trends, from lenses to
funky frames to Lasik and other procedures.

insurance check-up.

'We have “NO Problema'} 1

saving you money.

hen you insure both your
| car and home with us, through
Auto-Owners Insurance Company,
we'll save you money! Stop in, or

i call us today for a “No Problem

Auto-Owners Insurance

Life Home Car Busingss

Tha o froblom Fogphe®

Best Possible Premiums. Happy Customers Since 1959.
32646 Five Mile Road * Livonia, MI 48154

734-522-3900

www.metroagency.net

QEossls200 3
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MacDonald served
with pride, grace

The Plymouth-Canton area is made up of an endless
number of people whose caring attitude and involvement

make up the “hometown” feeling upon which we pride

ourselves,

John MacDonald is certainly one of those,

MacDonald, forced to retire at the age of 72 from the
35th District Court bench, ended nearly a quarter-cen-
tury of judicial excellence dispensed from high upon his
seat atdp the court.

He's replaced by Jim Plakas, the
Northville attorney who beat Plymouth’s
own Joe Barone in the November general
1 election. Plakas has large robes to fill.
| MacDonald presided over a court that
- was generally well-run, fiseally respon-
sible, never operated in the red and added
programs and processes that ensured the

MacDonald

house.

It wasn't all moonlight and roses durfng MacDonald’s
tenure. His relationship with fellow longtime Judge Ron
Lowe deteriorated to the point where MacDonald openly
campaigned against Lowe the last time Lowe had to
seek re-election. You could argue — and some observers
to whom we spoke agreed -- such politicking was out of
bounds for a sitting judge.

The animosity between the two is legend in the realm
of off-the-record conversations, and that probably hurt
the administration of the court.

But it never entered MacDonald's courtroom, where .

the veteran jurist ruled with charm, good humor and
grace, He took the time to explain what was happening
to those who came before him, listened to their stories
and seemed genuinely caring about the people who found
themselves in trouble.

He was active in the community, ranging from
his annual benediction at the Plymouth Chamber of
Commerce auction to his judging of the old Observer pie-
eating contest during the fall festival.

It’s a level of involvement Plakas would do well to emu-
late. The strike against Plakas has been that his involve-
ment in the community didn’t start until he wanted the
job. You.decide whether that bothers you; community

* involvement has to start somewhere; just because you

just began doing it doesn’t make it less genuine.

In the hallways, Plakas, the candidate MacDonald sup-
ported against Lowe a few years ago, must have a better
working relationship with Lowe and fellow Judge Mike
Gerou than MacDonald had at the end. But in the court-
room, Plakas will do well to simply match MacDonald's
service, *

King would be proud
of Obama's election

On Tuesday, Barack Hussein Obama will be sworn in
as the 44th president of the United States. That historic
event will follow the day we set aside to celebrate the
life of Martin Enther King Jr., the martyred civil rights
leader who helped set in motion the profound changes
that made it possible for Obama to reach the nation’s
highest political office.

It has been a long, viclent and often bitter struggle
for African Americans to assert their place in America,
moving from slavery, to Jim Crow laws in the South to
widespread de facto discrimination in the North. It’s a
story of hardship that still afflicts the black community,
where grinding poverty, limited opportunity and erime
still separate many African Americans from the white
majority.

But each year, this nation moves closer to King’s
dream. In large ways and small, black Americans have
taken their place as national, state and local leaders,
prominent professionals and artists and prospering
members of a growing black middle class.

In 1963, King set the mark not just for black
Americans but for the United States as a whole. He
challenged this great country to make real its vaunted
claims of liberty and justice for all, to open the doors
of opportunity, to break down the walls of racial sepa-
ration and create a dialogue on what the promise of
Ammerica really means.

George W. Bush, a Republican, appointed many
cabinet members from minority communities, most
notably his two secretaries of state, Colin Powell and
Condoleezza Rice. Now Obama, a Democrat, assumes
the position of the nation’s leader at a time of great eco-
nomic, pnhtlcal and military strife.

The nation looks toward this man of mixed racial her-
itage with overwhelming expectations. Martin Luther
King would have been proud that the United States
would choose to place their faith is this man at this
time, It is a piece of the dream fulfilled.

Dbsecver

C)GANNETT
.~ Kurt Kuban | Susan Rosiek Jeannie Parent
Community Editor | Executive Editor | Senior Director of
Sales & Marketing

Hugh Gallagher
Managing Editor

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contrxbute
to the husiness success of our customers.

smooth dispensing of justice in his court- .
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Board misses point

The school board is missing the point,
as did the American car companies. The
budget needs to start with the top, which
is all the emplovees and their benefits.

There is NO doubt that the budget
should include drastic cuts in adminis-
fration salaries, and benefits, All teacher
salaries and benefits should be reduced
immediately. By reducing the legacy cost
{pensions) that alone would ereate mil-
lions of additional revenue dollars in the
budget.

With the addition of these cuts, we
would not have to reduce any services to
the students. We need to start thinking
of the students, not keep raising teachers’
salaries and benefits. Everyone and every
company is cutting salaries and benefits,
why are the administrators and teach-
ers excluded from cuts? The Plymouth-
Canton Schools employees need to start

‘contributing more of their own dollars to

cover health care and pension cost.

Let’s stop just trimming the fat, and... .
counting on state funds. Judy Mardigian-

has been protecting the teachers and
administrators long enough.

All Judy Mardigian cares about is get-
ting new money. As stated in your article
today, “One of the difficult things in not
getting new money is where are we going
to be with union negotiations and sal-
ary.”

I would love to read in the Observer,
Plymouth-Canton Schools have reduced
their budget by cutting salaries and
reducing employee benefits. I have
NEVER read where salaries and benefit
cuts were even considered.

It’s timee the Plymouth-Canton Schools
made the right cuts, and started spend-
ing less.

Martin Keith

Piymouth

MARSP shares holiday spirit

The Northwest Wayne County
Michigan Association of Retired School
Personnel (MARSP) shared the recent
holiday spirit with the needy in our
community. At the December luncheon
and business meeting, over 135 MARSP
members donaied food for the food drive
sponsored by the Memorial Church of
Christ in Livonia. Memorial Church of
Christ also works with Gleaners and
the Light House Mission. Food, clean-
ing supplies and paper items collected
were digtributed to families in Livonia,
Westland and Redford.

MARSP members also wrote
Christmas messages that were sent to
recovering American soldiers at Walter
Reed Medical Center in Washington.

Five members of the “Classical Bells”
provided musical entertainment for
the luncheon and MARSP members
participated in-a festive holiday sing-

-along.

Martha Trafford
Canton

LETTERS
Give peace a chance

As a Vietnam veteran, I sometimes
wonder why do we have war.
I remember seeing men and women

struggling to make a living. They farmed

the land, they fished the waters and they
eultivated the rice paddies. They didnt
care whether the government resided

in Saigon, Hanoi or Washington. They
didn't know anything about the so-called
Domino Theory. They just wanted to eke
out some food for their families.

T bring this up because I see the same
thing going on in Iraq, Afghanistan and
in & way, the Gaza Strip. Governiments
are waging wars, but the people suffer-
ing the most aren’t the antagonists but
rather a poor population trying to live
from day to day.

1 remember when the Iragi invasion
began, there was a bombing of a wed-
ding. Ft was a terrible mistake but think
about it, what if was at Burton Manor.
Would we call it a “terrible mistake”?
Would we stand for mercenaries like

" Blackwater patrolling our streets, “acci-

dentally” killing police officers?

I realize the war in the Gaza Strip is
more complicated and there are many
rocket attacks from both sides, but I
keep seeing children being carried olit,
markets, not bunkers being destroyed
and more innocent people being killed.
[ think John Lennon said it best: “Give
Peace a Chance.” PLEASE!

Skip Wehrle
Garden City

: bucking responsib-i'lity

Among those assemnbled at our pres-
ident’s inauguration will be the drag
along special interests, the manipulating
environmentalists, the UAW, WOW, and,
gay lobby each committed to defined
objectives, followed tightly in line by the
drunk politicians from American cities
and states who have guided spending
well beyond resources.

Jumping into the mix seeking atten-
tion are Hollywood hot dogs, trial Jaw-
yers, and the mainstream media too, all
expecting to collect. Facing the barbar-
ians at the gate, our new president may

- be run ragged by the often unhappiest

Americans, While unanticipated, in con-
trol of the bully pulpit, it would be simply
masterful if the president turned the
tables and push serious detoxification of
groupie expectations.

I do not envy our next President
Obama and wish him well at receiving
President Bush’s weak punt in the auto
industry bailont. More concerned about
saving jobs, the president saved the UAW,
What awaits is the unions’ “card check”
initiative. In view of the economic and
political decay with a “highly unionized”
and the unstable Furopean populaticns,
aggressive liberals may be given pause.

Are these conditions best reflected by
segment of a significant European mili-
tary program recently declared “unfit” A’
little messy!

The government might produce win-
ners with a “payoff program” like a
“thumb on the scale trick” to prop up sales
of union-produced vehicles? The better
iden is to get commerce working by ignit-

ing industries that bring a perennial com--

pounding effect of action, Manufacturing!
Eliminating corporate taxes and the
capital gains works in the lubrication of
husiness and commerce. Throwing cash
at infrastructure projects simply bails out
poor governance found in abundance in
patronizing blue states. Cash that might

‘be better directed to protect a Federal -

Pension Benefit Gnarantee Program. As
with FDR, problems may be punted as
long as angst is politically useful: Stilt
curious how AIG had such speedy and
enormous support making us wender if it
has to do with underwriting governmer-
tal benefit programs.

Congress spends. Can even a strong pres:—
dent hold back more schemes-anthered-or-;
promoted by a Congress heaping heavier ‘_“
debt upon America’s young? Our national '(
debt must be eventually covered by empty : i
dollars or heavytaxes on Afneticans'food *
and fuel. The U.S. Congress is responsxble i
for this raw deal swindle and surge ofid
facing this nation. In their largess will theiz
chosen affected by Madoof’s scheme be
" bailed out as well? I

George W, however, prov1des a ,on* )
venient excuse forany pre~ex1stmg or -
fortheoming problem. Costly governiient
is a political industry bent upon sp@ﬂd— :
ing. The tenured education raugging:: .
particularly shows unbridled growth
and its population held unusually safe -
and harmless by the wavering economic-
fortunes. Especially in recent promotion:
of vaporous science beliefs for financial &
support. In difficult times, citizens fully:
locked up in struggles of the private sec-
tor could become unhappy with nesting -
sanctuaries. Hard to unravel the tightly
entrenched and politically couched even’,
if functionally phony and unsupportable.
In politics blusier is common, actual
leaders are rare. Too many of the elected
tax easily, duck responsibility, and never;
ever accept failures as their own.

Jim Nowka
Northvnlr

SHARE VOUR OpINIONS:

We welcome your letters to the editor, Please
include your name, address and phone number
far verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. Wemay edit for clarity, space
and content.

Mail:

Letters to the editor

Canton Observer

615 W. Lafayette, Second Level
Detfroit, Ml 48226

Fax:
(313) 223-4650

E-mail: ,
kkuban®hometownlife.com

QUOTABLE

“We're trying to Iook at every line item to determine what's really in the budget and determine if there are anv
chances for reductions. The board has done this so long there’s just not much to cuf without affecting programs
and services to students. We try to stay away from those as much as possible, but you can only do that for $0 Ionq

without funding,”
- Piymouth-Canton Schoois Supt Cralg Fiegel, discussing the district’s financial predicament, whlch has heen
exacerbated by the fact that state funding has not kept up with the rate of inflation

.
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Home school programs

Canton Leisure Services is offer-
ing new home school programs to the
Canten community that will provide
children ages 5 to 12 with classes
that encourage physical fitness, art
education and social opportunities
regardless of where they study. All
of these new programs were created
in response to feedback received in
2008 from focus groups with area
parents of home school children.
More than 20 parents provided input
on various classes they would like to
see made available for their children.

The new programs are scheduled
to begin throughout the month of
January. Activities geared toward
students, include: swim lessons; aer-
obics; gym and art classes, as well as
drop-in opportunities in the Summit
Aquatie Center on Wednesdays and
Fridays from 1-3 p.m,, located at
46000 Summit Parkway, and at the
BLOCK Youth and Teen Center on
Tuesdays from noon- 3 p.m., located
at 44237 W. Michigan Avenue,

Registration fees vary per class
or program. Some programs offer a
20 percent discount for additional
children. The Summit Kids Corner
will be available for parents with
young children. Normal rates will
apply. For more information or
to.see a complete class schedule,
please visit leisure.canton-mi.org or
contact the Summit Front Desk at
(734) 394-5460. Parents who would "
like to be added to our news group
and receive updates on current
home school opportunities though
Leisure Services, please e-mail Jagon
Lombardo at jlembardo@canton-
hi.org.

Slavens coffee hour

New State Rep. Dian Slavens,
D-Canton, is inviting residents
to join her at her first coffee hour
to enjoy a cup of coffee and share
their ideas and concerns. The cof-
fee hour is set for Monday, Feb. 2,
from §:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at
the Canton Public Library, 1200 S.
Canton Center Road. Slavens is the
new State Representative for the 21st
House Districet, which covers Canton
Township, Van Buren Township and
Belleville.

“I'm eager to sit down with the
residents that I represent in the
Michigan House and listen to their
thoughts and concerns,” Slavens said.
“Talking with our residents about
issues that are important to them
and their families will help me to
better represent our community at
the Capitol. I know that Michigan is
facing tough challenges right now.
Through hard work and determina-
tion I will fight to create more good-

Fund- raiser for famlly of David Jacobs

The family and friends of David Jacobs, who passed away because of cancer on Dec. 20, are
hosting a spaghetti dinner benefit for his wife, Megan, and their 8-month-old son, Joshua,
on Jan, 18 from noon-5 p.m., at Summit on the Park in Canton. David and Megan (Sielaff),
whao were high school sweethearts, both graduated from Salem High School in 1998 and
married in March of 2004, It was a typicat love story until cancer took David's life leaving
his wife and son to continue on without him. ironically, David's mother, Jan Jacobs, chaired
Canton’s Relay for Life for a number of years — an event that raises funds for cancer
research. David had no fife insurance to help pay the many medical bills associated with his
iliness. The cost of the fund-raiser is §5. For more information, contact Cathy Hulett at (313)
T15-2535. If you are unabie to attend the fund-raiser, donations can be sent to: Community
Financial Credit Union, PO Box 8050, Pivmouth Michigan 48170-9864, Att: Connie Poremba

for Jacobs Famity Fund.

. paying jobs for our workers and get

our economy back on track.”

Kiwanis fund-raiser

The Plymouth Canton Kiwanis
Breakfast Club is sponsoring a
euchre party to fight off the winter
doldrums on Saturday, Jan. 24, at
the VFW Post 7575 at 33011 Ford
Road in Garden City. All proceeds
of the event will support community
wide service programs such as their
dictionary project that providesa
personal dictionary to all third grad-
ers in Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools.

The eniry fee is $10 with sign-in at
7 pm. and games beginnihg at 7:30
p.m. There will be lots of prizes and

- a cash bar with refreshments avail-

able for purchase. Call Debby at (7349
282-2340 or e-mail at dtorzy@hot-
mail.com to register or to get more
information. Walk-ins are welcome.

Patterson aide to host meeting

State Sen. Bruce Patterson’s dis-
trict representative, Sue Trussell, will
be conducting office hours Friday,
Jan. 16 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the
Plymouth District Library located
at 223 S. Main Street in Plymouth,

For directions and more information
about the library, visit their Web site
at www.plymouthlibrary.org. Come
on in and share your questions or
concerns with Sue. All are welcome.

Comedy troupe to perform

The Capitol Steps, a comedy troupe
that specializes in political satire,
wilt perform at 8 p.m., Jan. 16 at the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill.

Capitol Steps began as a group of
T5.S. Senate staffers who set out to
satirize the very people and places
that employed them in December
1981. Most cast members have -
worked on Capitel Hill - some for
Democrats, some for Republicans,
and others for politicians who firmly
straddle the fences. Although not all
of the current members of Capitol
Steps are former Capitol Hill staffers,
taken together the performers have
worked in a total of 18 Congressional
offices and represent 62 years of col-
lective House and Senate staff expe-
rience. They will perform their politi-
cal song parodies and skits straight
out of current headlines.

Tickets are on sale now for $45 for
all seats. To purchase tickets online,
visit www.canton-mi.org/villagethe-

ater or call (734) 394-5300. For more
information about Capitol Steps, visit
www.capsteps.com.

Car seat safety checks

The Canton Fire Department is
offering car seat safety checks to
Canton residents. It has been esti-
mated that four out of five car seats
are used improperly. By schedul-
ing an appointment with one of the
Fire Department’s Certified Child
Passenger Safety Technicians, resi-
dents can learn the proper instal-
lation of their child’s car seat, how -
to secure their child properly in the
seat, and determine if the seat is
appropriate for their child, all'based
on National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration guidelines.

Car seat safety checks are available
by appointment only. To schedule
your appointment contact the Canton
Fire PreVentmn Unit at (734) 394-
5456,

Free throw championship

All boys and girls, ages 9 to 14,
are invited to participate in the
local level of competition for the
Knights of Columbus Free Throw
Championship, which will be held
on Sunday, Jan. 18 at St. Thomas
a’Becket Catholic Church, 555 S. -
Lilley Road, Canton. Registration
starts at 3 pym. District level compe-
titions are scheduled for Feb. 8 at a
time and location to be announced.

The Knights of Columbus Free
Throw Championship is sponsored
annually, with winners progressing
throughlocal, district, and state com-
petitions. Internationa.l champions
are announced by the K of C head-
quarters based on scores from the
state-level competitions, All boys and
girls will compete in their respective
age and gender divisions.

All contestants on the local level
are recognized for their participation.
Participants are required to furnish
proof of age and written parental
consent. For entry forms or addition-
al information contact Andy Emmert
at (734) 981-2367.

Ryan Hamitton to perform

Comedian Ryan Hamilton will per-
form at 8 p.m., Jan. 23-at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill. Known for
his clean brand of comedy, Hamilton
continues to receive national atten-
tion for his quick wit and was
recently featured on NBC’s “Last
Comic Standing.” In 2003, Hamilton
was chosen as a semi-finalist in
the Seattle International Comedy
Competition and was also a finalist
at the Las Vegas Comedy Festival’s-
“Laugh Across America Contest.”

Tickets are $15, which also includes
a performance by comedian Steve

v

-and Sunday, 5:30-7:30 p.m. The

2

f Macone. Please be
advised that contént
may contain adult
material. For more
information or'to
purchase tickets visit
www.canton-mi.org/
villagetheater. Tickets
can also be purchased
at Summit on the
Park by phone at (734) 394-5460

or in person. To purchase tickets at
the Village Theater at Cherry Hill
box office, stop by during box office
hours: Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-2
p-m.; Friday and Saturday, 7-9 p.m.

Hamilten

Village Theater ticket office will also
be open one hour prior to each per-
formance.

Spotlight Piayers scho%arsh.i’pé '

Jocal threater group Spotlight
Players is encouraging local middle
and high school students to apply for a
$250 scholarship that can be nsed for
a theater-related training program.
Applications are due no later than
Feb. 15, 2009 and can be downloaded
from www.spotlightplayers.net.

Students must be attending middle
school or high school 1o be considered
for the scholarship. Recipients will be
selected by Spotlight Players board of
governors. Selection criteria includes
the scholarship application which
requests applicants to list on and
off stage theater experience, theater -
related training, and how they plan to
use the scholarship. Affiliation with
Spotlight Players is not necessary but
will be taken into consideration,

Spotlight Players is the resident
adult theater group for the Village
Theater at Cherty Hill, located at-
Ridge and Cherry Hill Roads in
Canton Township. Formerly the -
Plymouth Theater Guild, Spotlight
Players is a non-profit organiza-
tion and has been in existence for =~ -
62 years. For more information on
Spotlight Players, scholarship appli-
cations and current shows visit www,
spotlightplayers.net or call (734) 480-
4945.

Grief support qroub

The Compassionate Coffee Hour -
is an ongoing grief support group
for widows and widowers hosted
by Compassionate Care Hospice.
The group is held 3-4 p.m. on the
third Thursday of every month at
Heartland Healthcare Center, 7025
N. Lilley Road, Canton. The focus
of the group is on the later stages of
grief, with an emphasis on learning
to live with the loss. This group is
open to.anyone grieving the loss of'a
spouse or partner. There is no charge.
For more information, contact Ann
Christensen at (734) 983-9050,.. 7 =
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night's cross-campus clash. Salem's Anthonv MuHlins is pictured at right.

PHOTO BY ANDY RUBENSTEN
Canton sophomere guard Deitrich Lever is denied by Salem's Jake Peterson during the waning moments of Tuesday

BY £0 WRIGHT
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

At least four times during the
closing oments of Tuesday
night’s Salem-Canton boys bas-
ketball game, players from both
teams hit the Salem gym floor
hard in pursuit of loose basket-
balls. -

What's a floor burn or two
when a one-year lease on cross-
campus bragging rights is at
stake?

This year’s lease has the
Rocks’ signatures on it — but
just barely.

i Salem erased an 11-point half-
time deficit to pull out an exhil-
‘arating 59-58 victory — less
| -than a week after dropping an
" equally-exciting double-over-
time decision to Garden City.

Salem improved to 2-3 while
the Chiefs slipped to 3-2.

“1 love playing in games
like this,” said Salem senior
forward Jim Dexter, whose 13-
point/10-rebound effort paced -
the Rocks’ balanced attack. "Big
rivalry games like.this are fun
— whether you win by 20 points
or one point. The close ones are
definitely more fun, though.

“Coach (Bob Brodie) told us at
halftime to just chip away, chip .
away, don't try and get it all back
at once. He told us to try to get
sote little runs and play good
defense, and that’s what we did.”

Ironically, on a night when
both teams’ late-game free-
throw shooting was Ben
Wallace-esque, the contest was
decided by Heath Parling’s free-

www.hometownlife.com ,

Rocks' late free throw edges
Chiefs in down-to-wire battle

bie from the charity stripe that
broke a 58-all draw with 15,3
seconds left.

The Chiiefs rushed the ballup
the court before calling a time-
out with 7.1 seconds left. Senior
guard Marlan Glenn then
secured the in-bounds pass from
underneath the basket, but his
driving six-footer was blocked
by Salem junior forward Jake
Peterson, who has the wingspan
of a 747

A jump ball was called with
two seconds left with the pos-
session arrow pointing toward
the Chiefs.

Following another time-
out, Canton’s in-bounds pass
" bounced out of bounds without
touching a player.

Salem missed a free throw
with 1.7 seconds to play, but the
Chiefs were unable to get off .

a potential game-winning or
game-tying shot.

“This win was huge for this
team, especially coming off
some tough losses, plus with

.it being against a rival,” said

Salem coach Bob Brodie.
“Hopefully, it will be a spring-
board for us.

“We had great balance
tonight. A lot of guys contribut-
ed. This was a good team win.”

Led by Dexter’s baker’s dozen,. - .

* five Rocks scored between 13,
and eight points and two team-
mates nearly joined Dexter in’
the exclusive double-double
club.

Joe Posler ﬁmshed with

Please see HOOPS, B4

Strong second

Canton gymnasts runners-up
to only Farmington at Rockford meet

BY ED WRIGHT
OBSERVER STAFT WRITER

The roads to and from Saturday’s
Rockford Invitational were at times
snow-covered and slippery for the
Canton gymnastics team.

But it was smooth sailing for the
Chiefs during their several-hour stay in
the Rackford High School gymnasium.

Canton led the talent-rich competi-
tion for much of the day before settling
for a second-place finish to perennial

‘power Farmington United. The Chiefs
racked up 140.60 points, just over
three less than the winners.

+Sturgis placed third with 137.95
points.

“I was thrilled with the way the girls
performed,” said Canton coach John
Cunningham. “On the way there, one
of the kids asked, ‘So, how are we going
to do today?’ I said, ‘Well, we probably
won't win it because Farmington will
be there, but if we perform well, we
could finish fourth. F'm very pleased
with finishing second, especially con-
sidering it's only our third meet of the
vear.” _

The Chiefs were paced by sophomore

Cathy Huang, who placed second in
the Division 1 all-around with a scin-
tillating score of 36,375, Huang placed
in three of the four events, including a
second-place showing on the balance
beam (9.25).

“Cathy had an outstanding day,” said
Cunningham. “On the floor exercise,
she executed a double full twist on her
first pass and her last pass, and still
only got 2 9.225.”

Robyn Piwowar also excelled for
the Chiefs, placing sixth in the D1 all-
around with a 36.075. Piwowar’s best
event was the balance beam, on which
she posted a 9.2, which was good
enough for third place.

Canton’s Division 2 standouts were
Mallory Hudak, who placed second in
the all-around, and Kali Pierce, who
was 10th in the all-around. Hudak
won the D2 floor exercise event thanks
to a routine that garnered her a score
of 9.175.

Cunningham also praised the per-
formances of Alex Hamric, Marina
Milad, Brittany Granowicz and Kylie
Hakala.

ewright®hometownwlife.com | (313) 222-2047
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PISTONS vs. HORNETS

PHOTOS BY LORETTAQ'FLYNN

Canton’s Maliery Hudak, pictured above on

the uneven bars, was instrumental in the
Chiefs” imprassive second-place showing at
Saturday's Rockford Invitational. At left, Cathy
Kuang's outstanding performance at Saturday's
Rockford Invitational lifted Canton to a second-
place finish. Huang was runner-up in the ali-
around.

THIS SATURDAY, 1/17 « 7:30 PM

+ Rodney Stuckey Babbiehead to first 10,000 fans
sponsored by National City (pictured on right)

* Posigatie shot on court for s 74 B under

BUYS PUBRT QYT - Zpake srdiling 51 558
FRIDAY, 1/23 vs. MAVERICKS » 7:00 PM
.Pistons Shooting Shirtto first 7,560 fans sponsored by Marathon

FRIENDS & PAMEY MIGRT - spoovoredd by 8o Op Servives Gredit U

oo d-faks st o 2t 598

SUNDAY, 1/25 vs. ROCKETS = 6:30 PM
Tayshaun Prince Blue Road Youth Jersey to first 7,500 fans sponsored by DMC

. Ward Presbyterian

_ (and their parentg)
" who are interested -

_Demolition tryouts

Tryouts for the
Detroit Demolition,

a member of the i
Independent Women’s,
Football League, w111
be from $-11p.m., -
Saturday, Jan. 17 and
31, at the Total Sports
Complex, located at .-
30900 Wixom Road
Wixom.

The tryout fee is $35
(cash, credit card or -
money orders accept-
ed; no checks). Each™
tryout participant
must bring a driver’s -
license and a copy of
their active health -
insurance card.

For more infor-
mation, call tryout '
coordinator Alecia .
Sweeney at (248) 765—
3419; or e-mail aswees
ney@steelﬁshde51gn
com. Youcan also =
call owner Al Seder at

(313) 299-1277; or gen-

eral manager Kevin -
Kramis at (734) 42/7-
2962.

Pistons clinic
The Detroit: i?lstongf"

Youth Basketball,” .-~
Clinic will be held at .

Church in Northville
on Jan. 31.

The first session for '
boys and girls in grade
first through third will
run from 10 a.m. to
12:30 pm.

The second session -
for boys and girls in

- grades fourth through -

sixth will run from
noon to 2:30 p.m..

The cost is $20 per
child. Each participant

~ will receive an anthen- .

tic “Piston Basketball”

T-ghirt.

For pre—regmtra- :
tion and church loca- ..
tion, contact Margy -
Burkhart at (248)
374-5932 or margy.
burkhart@ward-
church.org.

Lacrosse meeting

An informational
meeting for all a.thletes

in playing for the
Plymouth-Canton-
Salem girls lacrosse
team this spring will .-
be held on Thursday, .
Jan. 22, at 7 p.m.

. in the Canton High

School library. The
meeting is for all var-
sity and junior varsity
players and their par-
ents. -
For more mforma—
tion, visit www.pcsla-
dywarriors.com.
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