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District looking at -
‘every inch’ of budget
to reduce costs

TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton Schools
Supt. Craig Fiegel promised
the Board of Education he
would inspect the budget
line by line, and that’s what
will happen as trustees soon
begin the process of locking
at where potential cuts will
be made.

“We're trying to look at
every line item to determine
what’s really in the budget
and determine if there are
any chances for reductions,”
Fiegel said. “The board has
done this so long there’s
just not much to cut with-
out affecting programs and
services to students. We try
to stay away from those as
much as possible, but you
can cnly do that for so long
without funding.

“There is some indication
the state isn’t going to take
away money, 5o at least we
can maintain where were
at,” he added. “But things
are very tough and the eco-
nomic news isn't very good,
so you don’t anticipate there
will be any new money next
year. One of the difficult
things in not getting new
money is where are we going
to be with union nego-
tiations and salary. That’s
always a touchy subject.”

Board President Judy
Mardigian said “every inch”
of the budget needs to be
analyzed.

“That’s the goal,”
Mardigian said. “We have

- WHAT DO YOU THINK?

In what areas do you think
Plymouth-Canton Schools offi-
cials shoutd be looking to cut
costs and avoid a budget deficit?
E-maif your ideas to Canton
Editor Kurt Kuban at kkuban@
hometownlife.com or post
comment on our Web site at
www.hometownlife.com.

to reduce the structural
deficit and have an amount
in our budget set aside for
contingencies. And we have
to have an adequate fund
balance.” '
The district’s annual
structural deficit — expens-

" es exceeding revenues

— had been about $7 mil-
lion a year. Mardigian said
progress has been made in
reduéing it, but there’s still
work to be done. .

“The district has made
over $12 million in cutg
over the last five years,”
Mardigian added. “The
money we get from the state
doesn’t keep up with the
rate of inflation — fuel,
health care and utilities.
Everybody knows those
things go up in their house-
hold as well as the school
district.

“It will take a lot of cre-
ativity and a lot of ideas,”
she added.

thruscato@horﬁetownIife‘com
(313) 222-2637

www.hometownlife.com

New State Rep. Dian Slavens at her Cantori home is ready to get fo Lansinq.* '

BILL BRESLER| STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

On to Lansing

Dian Slavens is ready to make change

and get state moving in right direction

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
(GBSERVER STAFF WRITER-

All she asked for was an
opportunity to help get
Michigan back on track and
voters responded by opting to
send her to Lansing,

On Wednesday, Dian
Slavens will be sworn in as
the new state representative
for the 21st district.

“The time is now and I am
very excited,” said Slavens,
50, a political newcomer who
ran as a Democrat against
Republican Todd LaJoy and
independent Brian Cronan.

“The fréshman (representa-
tives) have met and everyone
is ready to go to work and
make change.”

In addition to Wednesday's -
ceremony in Lansing, Slavens’
husband, Mark, a Wayne
County Circuit Court judge,
will oversee a mock swear-
ing at 7 p.m. Feb. 2 at Canton
Public Library. That event is
open to the public.

Slavens, who has resigned
from her job as a respiratory
therapist, believes her back-
ground as a working wife and
mother gave her an edge with
voters.

“Pésiiile were looking for
change and wanted someone
with life experience and 1

have that,” she said, adding

that she will work locally
Mondays and Fridays and
spend Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays in Lansing,

And in addition to becom-
ing familiar with the state’s
capital and meeting her peers,
Slavens has been in contact
with local officials and is try-
ing to-solidify a location for
regular coffee hours.

“I want to be here,” she

Please see SLAVENS, A8

Man earns top honors with Sp

BY JULIE BROWN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

David Foust spends his days
on the job at Holiday Market
in Canton, but he finds time
1o compete as an athlete with
Special Olympics.

The 31-year-old Canton
man has been participating in
Special Olympics sports for 18
years. Recently, he was tapped
as Outstanding Athlete of
the Year, honored at a Special

Olympics Hall of Fame banquet.
“I was surprised and very hon-
ored,” said Foust, who remained

calm upon receiving his award.
“He was very thrilled,” mom
Jackie said. “It meant a lot to
him.”
David Foust, who lives at

home and has a sister, 29, enjoys

participating in the program for

mentally challenged athletes.
“He just needed an outside

activity to interact with other
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athletes, his peer group,” said
Jackie Foust, a single mom.

David participates in floor
hockey, basketball, swimming
and softhall, though he doesn’t
have a favorite sport.

“I kind of like them all I do,”
he said.

Jackie had been the area
coordinator for Special
Olympics for 15 years for
Plymouth-Canton, having given
that up due to demands of her
job at Yazaki North America in
Canton.

“He certainly gets a positive
attitude or belief in himself,”
she said of the interaction with
teammates,

David Foust has also been
a Global Messenger as well,
speaking about Special
Olympics to civic groups, some-
thing he enjoys aslong as it
doesn’t conflict with his job.

“T'd have to say kind of like
meeting new friends,” he said

of participating in Special
Olympies. “You basically have
fun doing it.”

David spent four years on the
Michigan Board of Directors
as an athlete representa-
tive, recently having gone off
that board as his term ended.
Jackie Foust is with him as a
member of the Wayne County
Management Team for the
sports organization.

Last March and again this
coming March, David Foust
and his mom will travel to -
Washington, D.C., to lobby on
behalf of Special Olympics,
speaking to legislators, “just so
they can put a face to the pro-
gran,” she said.

Foust, who works as a
cashier/bagger at Holiday
Market, recently earned a
special education diploma
through the Plymouth-Canton
schools at Plymouth High
Schook.

ecial Olympics

BILL BRESLER
STAFf PHOTCGGRAPHER

4 Special
Olympics
Qutstanding
Athiete of the
Year David
Foust of Canton
works at

Sonic
Drive-in

a ] 0 n
BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton planning officials are
awaiting final site plan propos-

als for a Sonic Drive-in restan-~

- rant to be located on Canton
Center just south of Ford Road.

According to Planner Jeff
Goulet, the Sonic will be built
in the Meijer parking lot, just

north of Antonio’s and south of

Max & Irma’s.

“Meijer is creating an outlot -

for Sonic, Currently the space
is used for parking,” he said.
Goulet said the biggest issue
impeding the development
is the traffic flow at the site,
though he expects it to get
resolved. : E
The Sonie Drive-in chain - -
started in 1953 in Shawnee,.
Okla. Now based in Oklahoma
City, the chain has more than
3,400 restaurants in 34 states,
including several in Michigan,
The closest Sonic is located on
Fort Street in Southgate,
Sonic restaurants try to rec-
reate the drive-in diner feel
of the 1950s, complete with
carhops who sometimes wear
roller skates. The menu fea-
tures unique items like hand-
» made onion rings and Pickle-
Os (breaded deep-fried dill
pickle slices), as well as such

drive-in staples as hamburgers,
Coney and ¢orn dogs, as well as

shakes and malts.
Sonic will be on the
agenda when the Planning

. Commission meets at 7 p.m.,

on Monday at the Summit
on the Park banquet facility,
thoughi the commission isn't
expected to take any action -
until the traffic issues are
setiled. :

The commission is also being

asked to reapprove a site plan
for a Wal-Mart supercenter
planned for Michigan Avenue
at Belleville Road. The com-
mission approved the site plan
a year ago, but the retail giant
has yet to break ground on the
project. : (
Goulet said this is a formal-
ity, so the site plan doesn’t
expire. However, he said Wal-

Mart officials have approached
the planning department about

altering the look of the store to

. meet new corporate standards.

1t will still be a supercenter,
however. -

“They are re-imaging their
stores. They have a new proto-~
type,” Goulet said. “The store
will have the same square foot-
age and the same footprint.
They are just altering the look
of the building.”

kkuban@hcemetownlife.com
(313) 222-6714
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Comedy troupe to
perform

The Capitol Steps, a com-
edy troupe that special-
izes in political satire, will
perform at 8 p.m., Jan. 16
at the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill.

Capitol Steps began as a
group of U.8. Senate staffers
who set out to satirize the
very people and places that
employed them in December
1981. Most cast members
have worked on Capitol
Hill - some for Democrats,
some for Republicans,
and others for politicians
who firmly straddle the
fences. Although not all
of the current members of
Capitol Steps are former
Capitol Hill staffers, taken
together the performers
have worked in a total of 18
Congressional offices and

AROUND CANTON

represent 62 years of col-
lective House and Senate
staff experience. They will
perform their political song
parodies and skits straight
out of current headlines.
Tickets are on sale now
for $45 for all seats. To pur-
chase tickets online, visit
www.canton-mi.org/villag-
etheater or call (734) 394-
£300. For more information
about Capitol Steps, visit
www.capsteps.com.

free throw
championship

All boys and girls, ages
9 1o 14, are invited to par-
ticipate in the local level of
competition for the Knights
of Columbus Free Throw
Championship, which will
be held on Sunday, Jan.
18 at St. Thomas & Becket
Catholic Church, 555

5. Lilley Road, Canton.
Registration starts at 3 p.m.
District level competitions
are scheduled for Feb. 8 at
a time and location to be
announced.

The Knights of Columbus
Free Throw Championship
is sponsored annually,
with winners progress-
ing through local, distriet,
and state competitions.
International champions
are announced by the K of

C headquarters based on

scores from the state-level
competitions. All boys and
girls will compete in their
respective age and gender
divisions,

All contestants on the
local level are recognized
for their participation.
Participants are required
to furnish proof of age and
written parental consent.
For entry forms or addition-

al information contact Andy
Emmert at (734) 981-2367.

Calvary Baptist
programs

HeartCry, a support group
for mothers of rebellious

teens/young adults, is being
offered at Calvary Baptist

. Church (43065 Joy Road,

Canton) on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of each month
at 7 p.m. Is your child.
breaking your heart? Are
you struggling to under-

‘stand what went wrong, and

anger and stress are threat-
ening to destroy your home?
Join the group and learn to
case the conflict, maintain
hope, and restore normalcy
to your daily life. For more
information, please e-mail
lecanne@cbcjoy.org or call
(784) 455-0022, ext. 144,
Calvary Baptist Church
also hosts Women of the
Word, or women's Bible
studies, Come to Women
of the Word for a time of
friendship and fellowship,
encouragement and spiri-
tual refreshment. There are
two new courses of study
for you to choose from
this winter: Precept Upon
Precept-Isaiah on Tuesdays
at 9:15 a.m. and 6:45 p.m.,
beginning Feb. 3, and Beth
Moore-Esther on Tuesdays
at 9:15 a.m. and 6:45 p.m.,
beginning Jan. 13. Childcare
is available on Tuesday
mornings. For more infor-
mation or to register, e-mail
leeanne@cbcjoy.org or call

- (734) 455-0022, ext. 144,

The church also hosts
a MOPS (Mothers of
Preschoolers) group. Two
groups meet each month:
1st and 3rd Friday mornings
or 1st and 3rd Wednesday
evenings. Meet like-minded
women also passing through
this unique stage of life.
You'll have a chance to not
only make new friends but

Thankmqth Klwams CIub

Tonda Elementary students Samantha McGrath (school presMent) and Trevor
McKinney (student government representative) visited the Plymouth Kiwanis
Club on Thursday at Ernesto's to thank the club for donating money to the
Canton school so it could purchase “So You Want to be President” books

for alf of the 3rd through 5th graders. At the meeting, the club presented -

a Kiwanis bell to Samantha and Trevor. Also pictured are Kiwanis Presndent
Stella Greene (feft) and Vice President Shirley Jaliad.

“Laugh Across

also discover a wealth of
helpful hits and smarter America
strategies to dealing with Contest.”
the challenges of mother- Tickets are
hood. To find out more $15, which .
about our MO?PS groups at also includes
Calvary, contact Lee Anne a perfor-
Young at (734} 455-0022, mance by
ext. 144, or e-mail her at comedian
chewomensministries@hot-  Hamilton Steve Macone,
mail.com. Please be

: advised that content ma;
Ryan Hamilton to contain adult material. d
perfo rm For more information or to

purchase tickets visit www.
canton-mi,org/villageth-
eater. Tickets can also be
purchased at Summit on the
Park by phone at (734) 394-
5460 or in person. To pur-
chase tickets at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill

box office, stop by during -
box office hours: Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.;
Friday & Saturday, 7-9 p.m.’
and Sunday, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
The Village Theater ticket
office will also be open one
hour prior to each perfor-
mance.

Comedian Ryan Hamilton
will perform at 8 p.m., Jan.
23 at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill. Xnown for
his clean brand of comedy,’
Hamilton continues to
receive national attention
for his quick wit and was
recently featured on NBC’s
“Last Comic Standing.” In
2003, Hamilton was cho-
sen as a semi-finalist in
the Seattle International
Comedy Competition and
was also a finalist at the
Las Vegas Comedy Festival’s

-
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ITC has begun vegetation management in its corridors in Livonia, Westland and Canton.
Where permissible, the following will occur:

Trees and ﬁigh voitage power lines are a hazardous combination, Trees that come into contact with
transmission lines can cause serious system outages and pose a significant safety threat to residents
and the public. Even when there s no direct contact, electricity can arc from transmission lines to
nearby tree branches, posing personal safety and fire issues.

ITC Holdings Corp., through its subsidiaries ITC Transmission and Michigan Electric Transmission
Company, LLC. (METC), owns, operates and maintains more than 8,200 miles of high voltage
transmission lines in Michigan's Lower Peninsula, 1TC is federally required to maintain its utility
corridors 1o prevent all vegetationrelated electrical outages.

& in areas directly under the transmission line or 10 feet outside of the line, trees will be removed.

W Outside of this area, trees that threaten safety or reliability wiil be targeted for removal.

B If ITC lacks tree removal rights or permission for removal is not obtained, trees will be pruned to the
extent easements permit.

I you have questions about [TC’s \:egetatinn managament pract;ces,

 please call mnmm (1-677-482-4829).
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The Biackout of 2003

Nothing brings a halt to dally tife:
faster then the loss of power.
Outages and blackouts are .
inconvenient, costly and potentially © |
dangerous, The Blackout of 2(3(?;3
left 50 million people inthe
Northeast, Midwest and Canada -
without power for gays. Ho‘sp}tais
nursing homes, police and fire ",
departments and schools were just
a few of the critical services heavily,
impacted by the Blackout. '
The ungerlying cause of the
Blackout, tree contact with power
lines in northern Ohio, is well
documented. 1TC is responsible for
protecting communities and

residents from outages and safety
threats like the Blackout of 2003..
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Peace and unity will be themes of MLK event

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
0OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The township will celebrate
the life and legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Jan. 19
at the Village Theater.

The free event, which begins
at 6 p.in. and is open to people
of all ages, will feature musi-
cian Robert Jones and the
Detroit-based group, Youth
Under Construction.

“Whether you are a child
or an adult, I would encour-
age everyone to come and be
inspired by the wonderful
words of Dr. King and honor
the legacy of others before and
after him that have promoted
a message of peace and unity,”
said Jennifer Tobin, Canton
arts coordinator, adding that
officials are anticipating a high
attendance. “Even with the
economy, we have a lot of hope
right now. There is a new presi-
dent-elect and 2 lot of people
have the sense that we are
moving forward in humanity.”

The festivities will kick off
with a reception and Jones, a
jazz, folk and blues artist, will

TRIBUTE TO MARTIN LUTHER

KING, JR.

When: 6 p.m,, Jan. 19

Where: Vitlage Theater at Cherry
Hill

What: Musician Robert Jones.
and the Detroit-based the-
atrical group, Youth Undler
Construction, wilt perform.
The winners of Canton Public
Library's MLK art contest will
aiso be announced during the
svent.

More information: Cal! (734)
394-5300

perform and share stories with
the audience. The winners of -
Canton Public Library’s art
contest will also be announced
during the event,

“It really is about love and
peace and I truly believe the
next generation will do a better
job (concerning acceptance),”
Tobin said, adding that glanc-
ing back at history is important
in today’s world. “Many people,
especially kids, don’t under-

and Without Energy?

Have you lost interest in people?
Do you have problems with sleep?

if you answered “yes” to these questions, .
you are a woman or man over the age of
18, and NOT taking medlcations,

: o you may be eligible to participate in
R o - studies looking at stress hormones.
Members of the Detroit-based group Youth Under Constructlon will perforrn

at Canton’s Martin Luther King, Jr. tribute event Jan. 19 at the Village
Theater.

Both studies involve multiple
blood draws and between 2 and 5
study visits of varying lenght.

Overcome.

“It is really moving,” she said.
“To see people that may have
been sitting a few seats apart

come together and turn to

stand what slavery meant. It's
almost a fairy tale and while
that shows how far we have
come, we also have to stop and
remember our past so that we
don’t go back there.”

Saying that the township
has found a *formula that

Compensation provided
for study participation.
embrace after the song is over '

is amazing. In that moment, v
world peace (seemns possible).” 5 ‘ _
works” with the annual pro- For more information, call . ! A ] S
gram, Tobin said she is always ~ (734) 394-5300. For further information, please contact
inspired by the finale. which . WWW. depresswnstudles@umlch edu

involves the audience holding  tlparks®hometpwniife.com
hands and singing We Shall (313) 222-5379 or 734-232-0382
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Festival organizers ready to turn

[
|
1

rgamzer of the annual Plymouth International tce Spectacular are expecting larger crowds this year because of
the down economy.

An exceptional home-like setting for Active/Alert,
Memory impaired, Frail/Recovering and Alzheimer’s residents.

-24 Hour Professional Staffing
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day

-On Call Nurse Practitioner
-Planned Activities

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

-Medication Management

-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry‘

-Incontinence Management
-Beauty & Barber Shop

CANTON

Kellogg Park into icy wonderland

TONY BRUSCATQ
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Despite less cash
and a little less ice, the
Plymouth International Ice
Spectacular won't be notice-
ably different from last
vear’s event - except with
different carved sculptures.

“There may be a few less
blocks of ice in the displays,
but nothing people will
notice,” said Ron Loiselle,
president of the festival
board. “We’ll be able to have

the same number of displays.

“Fortunately, we had some
money left from last vear,
and that’s helped us out,” he
said. "All in all, it will be a
nice festival.”

Loiselle said this vear’s
budget of $70,000 is about
$10,000 less than last year,,

The lee Spectacular is
scheduled for Jan. 23-25 in
Kellogg Park. Students and
professionals from the U.S.
and as far away as Japan
will carve the 350-pound
ice blocks. The festival will
feature 100-150 sculptures,
ranging from a single block
of ice to the featured statue
with 30 blocks.

A new twist to this year’s
event: hot soups made by
E.G. Nicks restaurant being
served in the park.

“It will be served on
Sunday and be a poten-
tial fund-raiser for the Ice
Festival,” Loiselle said.
“We'll make it like the Chili
Fest, where a sample is $1
and a bowl is $4. I have a
suspicion it will take off and
next year we'll expand it to
create a challenge with culi-
nary arts students compet-
ing against each other, and
cooking clubs and restau-
rants competing.”

Organizer Mike Watts of
Plymouth Township said the
ice has been in the making
since August.

“It’s specially made ice,
that’s why the sculptures
ook so pretty,” Watts
said. “It’s a special process

The Plymouth International Ice Spéctacular wili feafure plenty of ice .

carvers, as in years past when Yosinobu Nakadera of Team Japan chiseled
and sculpted an ocean scene, complete with sharks and scuba divers.

whereby as it freezes the air
- which makes it cloudy — is
extracted. That's why it’s so

clear.”

Watts said the event will
use approximately 150,000
pounds of ice, which will
cost nearly $15,000. _

As aresult of the spiraling
economy, Loiselle is confi-
dent crowds will be up this
year.

“With a lot of people being
unemployed, many will be
looking for things to do that
are less costly,” Loiselle,said,
“and the Ice Fest provides
that.”

'PLYMOUTH INTERNATIONAL
ICE SPECTACULAR

When: Friday, Jan. 23 to Sunday,
Jan. 25

Where: Kellogg Park in down-
town Plymotth

Quick fact; The festival will fea-
ture 100-150 scuiptures that will
require approximately 150,000
pounds of ice -

tbruscato@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2631

8121 Lilley, Located between Joy & Warren Roads

Siv Schoolcraft Collége

We have “No Problem”

saving you money.

Lontinuing Education .
Protessional BVl‘-llillllznt ‘

Looking for a
new direction?

Let us show you the way.
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development A Sies
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» Meet our instructors.
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call us today for a “No Problem . Register for classes.

Don’t miss this great

insurance check-up, opportunity!
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Continuing Education & Professional Development
Career Programs Open House
Thursday, January 15, 2009

6-8 p.m. | +
Schoolcraft College, VisTaTech Center b

Auto-Owners Insurance

Lite Hame Car Business

Come and find out what it takes to be a:

GENCY, INC.

ERSONAL TOUCH"

Conflict Resolution Specislist. 6-8 p.m., Room VT480

Professional Pharmacy Technician. 5-8 p.m.. Room V14585
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Personal Trainer. B-7 p.m. Room V7445

Best Possible Premiums. Happy Customers Since 1959. Light refreshments will be served.

32646 Five Mile Road ¢ Livonia, MI 48154

734-522-3900

www.metroagency.net

T34-402-4448 . _ S
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River sleuths L ——
Forget the skates, sleds and come outside to hunt for bugs | : )

BY SHARON DARGAY
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Tom Elliott will look for Jar-
vae in the frigid outdoors this
month.,

“On the face of it, it sounds
like the silliest thing a grown
person can do,” he admitted.
“Actually, it’s a badge of cour-
age.”

That'’s because his search for

_the pre-hatched insects will
include a walk into the freez-
ing Rouge River and several
hours at water’s edge, sorting
through earth samples.

“Over the years the January
search has encountered some
of the worst weather the state
has thrown at us.”

Elliott, a Birmingham
resident and an accountant by
trade, calls the amateur ento-
mology “alot of fun,” but he
wouldn’t mind alittle sunshine
when he and other volunteers
gather for the seventh annual
Friends of the Rouge Winter
Stonefly Search from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 24,
at University of Michigan-
Dearborn’s Environmental
Interpretive Center, 4901
Evergreen, in Dearborn.

Families, individuals and
children accompanied by a
parent, can sign up to take
part in the hunt — which helps
the organization collect data
about the river’s health — by
calling (313) 792-9621, by Jan.
16. No experience is neces-
sary, although warm clothing
is a must.

SAMPLING THE MUCK

Elliott and other team
leaders will don waders and
walk into the water at various
points along the Rouge, scoop-
ing up river bed that volun-
teers on shore will examine for
stonefly larvae. The pollution-
sensitive bugs live in healthy
creeks and rivers, and hatch
into adult insects in the win-
ter. The more bugs there are,
the better the water quality.

Teams will work on sites
in Northville, Plymouth,
Canton, Farmington Hills,
Farmington, Salem Township

w R e

Volunteers work at Rouge River's edge during last year's winter stonefly search.

and Superior Township.
Volunteers have never
found stoneflies in the main
branch that runs through
Birmingham.

“But we have found them
in the upper branch, in
Farmington and Farmington
Hills,” said Sally Peirella,
Friends director. “They're basi-
cally the only insect out in the
dead of winter.

“I think they are beautiful.
Basically the more of them
we find, the better. We hope
to find them at a lot of differ-
ent sites. No one has reported
seeing the flying insects,” she
added, stressing that volun-
teers will retrieve larvae from
the river muck.

COLLECTING DATA

The organization will
share its results with the
Department of Environmental
Quality and communities
along the Rouge.

“It helps them to track change
over time and evaluate projects
to improve the river, to see if
they are having an impact.”

Joe Gannon
We're recommended
by Joe Gannon

Meadow Brook Theatre

A Profe

cianal Theatre

Located on the Campus of Oakland University

BEYOND THE RAINBOWN

by William Randall Beard

January 7 -

February 1

Hear all of vour favorite Judy Garland songs in the
Michigan Premiere of this NEW musical!

Kimberly Vanbiesbrouck from Menopause the Musical stars as Judy Garland.

Tickets range from $24 - $39

Sponsored by
% atad

Box Ofﬁce: (248}
Group Sales: (248) 370-3316

www.mbtheatre.com ticketmaster (248) 645-6666

Devices provided by

NEW
Assisted Listening

3 300

Friends of the Rouge also
conducts a spring and a fall
search of the river bed for
macro-invertebrates. The.
winter hunt can be more chal-
lenging because of the weather
— last year leaders had to hack
through the river’s frozen crust
— but equally as entertaining
as its mild weather versions.

“There aren’t a lot of oppor-
tunities to be outdoors and do
activities like this in January,”
Petrella said, explaining why
the winter search draws eager
participants. “In January there
isn't much going on. People
start to get stir crazy.”

It’s also just plain fun in the
middle of winter, says Jeremy
Gieist, program coordinator for
the Clinton River Watershed
Council. The organization
also plans a winter stonefly
search on Saturday, Jan. 24
Hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Volunteers will meet at Yates
Roadside Park, along the
north side of Avon, between

23 Mile and Dequindre, in
Rochester Hills. Register by

calling (248) 601-0606 or by e-

mailing to contact@crwe.org.

“Whoever wants to get into
the water can,” said Geist. “By
no means will we be in a fast
current. We'll make sure the
area we're sampling in will be
safe. If people are eager to get
in there, we'll give them a net
and waders.”

Most of the volunteers are
likely to stay on land, lending a
hand with the sorting process.

“You'll see lots of life. It's a
funny thing, they are bugs and
people are kind of creeped out
by it, but it’s a good thing to
have in our water,” he said.

Geist also is offering an
aquatic insect identifica-
tion class from 6-8:30 p.m.

" Tuesday, Jan. 27, at the

Auburn Hills Community
Center. Participants will look
at preserved specimens, unlike
the river sleuths who will see
live larvae.

Catch the bus to

Ann Arbor
Bay City
Brightaon
Burton

Clig

Ciintan Tewnship

Flint St. Clair Shores
Jackson  Sterfing Heights
Lansing Tray

Livonia Warren

Pontiac Westland
Rogeville  Ypsilanti
Saginaw

For locations and reservations
call Blue Lakes.Charters & Tours

' 866-2-ROLLEM (866-276-5536)

BEGINS TUESDAY
“A Chorus Line is back, and it’s thrilling!”

—fohn Eakr, The New Yorker

“Great music, a great story and a fresh cast that brings new energy
to every performance.”-—(BS4 Denver

Fisher Theatre - Jan. 13—Feb. 1. ickets at risher Theatre box
office & all ticketmaster outlets incl. Macy's  ticketmaster.com - 800-982-2787
Infiz 313-872-1000 « BroadwayinDetroit.com » AChorustine.com

Groups (12+): 313-871-1132 ar groupsales@nedarlanderdetreit.com
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IRA distributions may be reinvested in a Roth IRA

' Q: Dear Rick: I'd like to
find out if a person can take
a distribution from a tradi-
tional IRA and add it to an
existing Roth IRA. Would
you suggest not taking a dis-
tribution this year?

A: The answer to your first
question is yes. A person can
take a distribution from a
traditional IRA and add it
to an existing Roth IRA. All
you need to do is to follow the
rules for a Roth conversion to
perform the transaction.

When some-
one turns
7034 they
are required
by law to
begin taking
required mini-
mum distri-
butions from
their retire-
Rick Bloom ment account.
s owever, due

to the financial

crisis, President George Bush
recently signed legislation

Mony Matters

Keith J. Pieree, MD
Internal Medicine
38525 Eight Mile Road

I.ivoniq, Ml 48152

248.321.6612
Call for Directions!

r--—ﬂ--

that suspends the required
minimum distribution rules
for 2009. Therefore, for the
first time, individuals who are
over 703 have an option as to
whether they take a distribu-
tion from their retirement
account this year.

The first issue when decid-
ing whether to take a distribu-
tion is do you need the income.
If you need the income contin-
ue taking distributions, Those
who do not need the income,
have another option. It is

important to note where you
stand with regards to taxes. If
withdrawing the money puts
you in a higher tax bracket, it
may not make sense to take a
distribution.

Htaking a distribution
does not put you into a higher
tax bracket, take a distribu-
tion, pay your taxes and then
reinvest the money either in a

- Roth IRA (by means of a con-

version) or invest the money
outside of your retirement
account

RESTAURANT

www.amentedd.com

It is important to under-
stand the tax consequences of
distributions from retirement
accounts. When money is
withdrawn from a traditional
IRA or atraditional 401(k), it
is subject to ordinary income
taxes (typically the highest
bracket). Money invested
outside of a retirement.. .
account ¢an be subject to th
more favorable capital gain*™
tax bracket. The maximum
capital gain tax bracket is 15
percent and many taxpayers

FRI & SKT A-1
SUNDAYS OPEN AT
12:30 PM

ITALIAN AMERICAN CUISINE §

FactlmxAvallable Tor Aflernoon Banquets, Bridal Showers, Funelals i

2 REGULAR
PRICED ENTREES
WITH PURCHASE'

OF 2 BEVERAGES |

with coupon only |

Vafid Sun-Thurs. May not be combined with
other offers or on holidays or cairyout.
One cotpon per couple. Maximum 3 per tabla

Expires Feb. 13, 2009.

oo § k8 B B _ B B N ]
32777 W. Warren « Garden City
Just East of Venoy
734-421-1510

find themselves in a 5 percent
bracket.

Ordinary income taxes for
the average individual are 28
percent and above. The tax
bracket for withdrawals from
Roth TR As is zero as Roth
IRAs are not subject to income
taxes. :

In a normal tax year,
required minimurn distribu-
tion from a retirement account
is not eligible to be converted.

to a Roth IRA. However, 2009

is not a typical tax year. Any
withdrawal from a retirement:
account in 2009 can be poten-
tially converted into a Roth

IR A. The only requirement

is that a taxpayer’s adjusted
gross income be less than
$100,000.

The suspension of requlred
minimum distributions for.
2009 also affects individu-
als who have inherited IR As.
When someone inherits an
TR A they have a number of
different options as to how
that money can be with-
drawn, One of the more popu-
lar ways is to take a distribu-
tion over a five-year period.
However, because required
minimum distribution rules
have been suspended for
2009, an individual can
stretch that five-year period
over another year.

Like everything else regard—
ing tax laws, there are some
potential minefields. One
of these affects people who
turned 7034 in 2008. In the
year that you turn 7034 you do
not necessarily have to take a
distribution that year. Rather,-
the law allows you defer the
distribution wntil April I of the
next year.

For example, someone who .
turns 7034 in 2008 technical-
1y does not have to take their

2008 required minimum dis-:

tribution until April 1, 2009.
If you,are in that situation,.

- you still are required to take -

your distribution by April 1. -
The reason is that although .

i
i
b

LI 0“ 11 0|L CHANGE SPECIAL
& GHT RSN

synthetic
w;—t\u E

F.r!ng& z?f?%g;g e oils,
I Ristrictions and additional charges may apply to determine the

the law says that you can
delay the distribution until
April 1, 2009, it is still con-
sidered a 2008 distribution.
Because the new law only .
deals with required distribu-::
tions for 2009, you still must
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make a 2008 distribution
before April 1, 2009,

No matter what advice is
given in regard to taxes, the
key is to make sure it applies

to your situation. In addition,

don’tlet the tax tail wag the
dog. The goal is to have more

money in your pocket. Good
luek!

Rick Bloom is a fee-anly Financial
adviser, Observer & Eccentric
can submit questions at moneyme
ters@hometownlife.com. For more

information, visit Rick's Web site at”

www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick noon ta'3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM.
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Dreamer:

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Inno way is Chris Badynee ashy
person. Give him an opening and
he'll gladly talk and talk and talk
about his dream musical instru-
ment,

You won't hear about the legend-

He turns

| building in Canton. The two

BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Police arrested two brothers
on Monday for stealing cop-
per piping from a commercial

men were arraigned in 35th
District Court Thursday morn-

4

box into bass Brothers busted for stealing copper

one count of habltua.l fourth .
offender; 15 years or less if pri-
mary offense has penalty under
five years.

Kenneth Wayne Coleman is
being charged with one count
of attempt second hand dealer,
a 11/2 year felony; one count of
receiving and concealing sto-

ary Fender guitar or the famous
Stradivarius violin. No, Badynee
conversation revolves around some
strings and abox that he and his
cousing have turned in the Bogdon
Box Bass, an upright bass made
out of a cardboard box.

“We have no competition in the
whole world,” said the Westland
resident. "Nobedy makes an acous-
tic upright bass on the cheap”

Badynee has been the pitch man
for the bass that bears his father’s
middie name, for two-three years,
according to Alan Eden, Badynee’s
cousin who helped tarn the vision
into an actual instrument.

“Ttwas really his idea, we just
made it sound like the real thing,”
Eden said. “We went through a lot
oftrials and errors to get the bridge
piece so it sounded just right.”

Badynee has shown off the card-
board box bass at Pine Knoband
Nashville and made the circuit of
music conventions, landing a best
in show for innovation in 2008
from NAMM, the trade asso~
ciation of the international music
products industry.

Amailman by day and a entre-
preneur by night, Badynee has
- gonesofar as to sing the praises of

the instrument in an elevator for
MSNBC’s Elevator Pitch. Badynee
was hoping the three-minute
performance would find fivestors
willing to provide $500,000 in
capital to take the nstrumenttoa
new business level,

“Iwas so on, it was so great,”
said Badynee, who traveled to New
York City with Eden to tape the
segiment. “I started playing a lick
from the Cosby Kidis show.”

Badynee happened on the
idea of cardboard box bass while
remodeling the bathroom of his
home following a fire. Alan Eden
got drawn into the dream by his
father, Dave, who called him to
say “T think Chris’s got something
here.” What he saw was a crude
version of the box bass, but “it
looked like he did have something,”
Eden said.

Joming Eden, an acoustical
engineer, on developing the box
bass was his brother, Mark, a.elec-

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTGGRAPHER

With the help of his cousins, Alan and Mark Eden, Chris Badynee has seen
his vision of a cardboard box bass become a reality. Now he's looking for an
investor to take it to the next level.

trical englneer They spent six-eight com.

months developing the box bass, They’vealsoma.ﬂedtheboxbass
taking into account theshapeof ~ to Uruguay, the United Kingdom,
thebox, the thickness of the bridge ~ Finland and the Swiss Alps.

and assembly. Mark Eden helped © = “Wesell about 30-40 a month,”
in come up with thehardwareso  said Alan Eden. “Interest spiked a
thattheboxbasscanbeplugged  little after the show, but our sales

_ inte an amplifier. havebeensteadyevenwith the

“Aninstrument can be very downturn in the economy.”
expensive, but it doesn’t matter Admittedly, no one is ready to
what they're made of," said Alan quit their day job, but Badynee
Eden. “If they're properly engi- is enjoying himself, pitching the
neered you can make aboxsound  product. Hisdreamisto doiton
like an upright bass” The Tonight Show.

‘What the trio came up with is My competitionis a $L000
three box basses — a two-string introductory bass. There is no $100
bass with assembly required for introductory bass, the customer
$93.80 and two three-string who spends $4,000-$5,000 ona
basses for $119.50 and $134.50. “base is buying it,” Badynee said.
They've sold about 1,000 of the “I'm still hoping an investor will see
instruments. Thirteen retailers it. Every sale makes my pitch all
around the country and cne in the more solid”

Mexico City carry the box bass and
it’s alsb available on the Bogdon
Web site at www.bog,domnusic

smason@hometownfife.com
(313) 222-6751

We get your dentures f:ttmg nght the fi?‘St tzmer
- We guarantee it!

e Same Day DENTURES
. wi/Exfractions
o CROWNS-$200 OFF -
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before your
insurance runs out!
AMERICAN MADE

RIGHT HERE IN
LIVONIA!

APPLE DENTURE CENTER & MORE L.L. C
28200 West 7 Mile Rd. * Suite 126 ¢ leoma, MI 48152
(248)7 77 7-7547
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For Tickels and Information, visit
www.canton-mi.orgivillapetheater
or call 734.394 5460

SNRY HILL

OE09630056 3%

ing on numerous charges. Jeffrey Dean Kenneth Wayne  len property less than $1,000, -
Canton police officials Coleman Coleman a 1-year misdemeanor; two
say brothers Jeffrey Dean _ counts of second or subsequent
Coleman, 48, of Wayne, and counts of malicious destrue- offense, both 5-year felonies,
Kenneth Wayne Coleman, 42 tion of personal property less and one count of habitual third

than $1,000, a 1-year misde-
meanor; ohe count of receiv-
ing and concealing stolen
property less than $1,000,a
1-year misdemeanor; and one

of Romulus, stole éopper pip-
ing for a sprinkler system from
a commercial building located
on Research Drive. Police say
they were tipped off by a 911

offender, punishable by up to
twice the maximum sentence .
on primary offense,

Judge Ron Lowe set a
$50,000 bond for both defen-

caller who witnessed thetwo  count of attempt second hand  dants. -

men cutting the piping from dealer, a 11/2 year-felony. He Their preliminary exam

the building. ¢ was also charged with four is scheduled for Jan. 16, at
Jeffrey Dean Coleman is counts of second or subsequent  35th District Court in

being charged with three offense, all 5-year felonies, and  Plymouth.

McNamara qets |mportant _appolntment

Discovery Middle
School student Cullan
McNamara (left)
administers the oath of
office to his dad, Wayne
County Commissioner
Kevin McNamara, at

the commission's
opening meeting

of the 2009-2010
legislative session on
Tuesday. Commissioner
McNamara, a Canton
Democrat, was sworn-in
to his new term of office -
after being re-elected in”
November to represent -
District 11, which includes
Canton, Sumpter
Township, Van Buren
Township and Wayne.

On Thursday, Edward A. Boike, the commission's new chairman, appointed McNamara the chair of the Committee on
Public Services, which has oversight of matters invoiving the county’s roads and bridges, building and facitity needs,
and parks and recreation operatlons including the Warren Valley and inkster Valley golf courses. “l am very exmted
about chairing the public services committee because it deals with road issues that touch almost every county:

‘resident ina very tangible way," said McNamara. "My priorities inciude identifying new sources of funding to heip )

the county improve and maintain county roads.”

. ACCELERATED .
SAVINGS® PLUS

325,000 MINIMUM BALANCE

 CERTIFICATE OF
DEPOSIT

24-MONTH

Whether through a trusted Citizens Bank CD or our
new Accelerated Savings® Plus, nothing looks better
with your account than a nice big rate.

For more details, visit citizensbanking.com/pius

CITIZENSBANKING.COM

,“awm

* The Anneal Peiventage Yield (APY) s valid as of 11109 tor adancer of 325 K0 #id tiphee, Balances below $310.000 earn an AFY
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depusit is reghired S0 vpen G Aecoimt was & 1RGO0 tuinsanm daly Salmog i requived 10 RvoRE Toes, witich cowkd reducs prsmngs. -
# The Anpunt Foroentage Yield (AFY) s valid a5 of 171109, 31 000 misimors dojostl regquired 1o opoen the sccount, Offer valid ooty
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@
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SLAVENS

FROM PAGE Al

said in reference to having a presence

in Canton, Belleville and Van Buren
Township. “I'm here to represent the 21st
district, not Lansing.”

Planning commission

Canton’s Planning

Commission will meet at 7 p.m.

on Monday, Jan. 12, at Canton’s
Summit on the Park banquet

ON THE AGENDA

NEW BUSINESS

B Sonic: Refer review of pro-
posed special land use request
for a drive through restaurant
ta staff. Property is located at
the southeast corner of Canton

to fire board of review

® Consider authorizing the
township clerk to sign the
inter-agency agreement with
Wayne County for the round 9
detention basin enhancement -

And Slavens, who called the economic facility located at 46000 Center and Ford roads. . grants
crisis “priority No. 1, said it wasn't just Summit Parkway. Items on the B Karapatsakis office build- W Salt purchase for 2009
campaign talk when she promised to agenda include: ing: Refer review of proposed = winter season

work with both sides of the aisle.

“During a roundtable discussion, the
freshman representatives talked about
how we're tired of the gridlock and we
want to work together,” she said. “We
need to do whatever we can to get this
state moving.”

PUBLIC HEARINGS

B Hidden Cove Assisted
Living Facility: Consider
request for minor PDD and
site plan approval. Property is
located west of Lotz Road and

site plan to staff. Property is
located south of Ford Road
between Morton Taylor and
Morrison roads.

Board of Tru‘_Stees |

M Renew Oakland Fuel con-
tract for parks and golf mainte-
nance operations

B Award contract for septic
tank replacement

B Award 11 housing rehabili-
tation contacts

In addition to the economy, Slavens north of Cherry Hill Road. The board will hold a. B Approve the grant agree-
said she has her sights on issues regard- regular meeting at 7 pm., ment with the DNR for pedes- g
ing per-pupil school funding and pre- SITE PLANS Tuesday, Jan. 13 at the Canton  trian bridges on Lower Rouge :

ventative healthcare. “The needs are

the same in all three commuinities,” she
said, adding that the birth of her first
grandchild inspired her to enter politics.
“When you are raising your own kids,
you are so focused on them but with my
grandchild, I just want to make sure
Michigan remains a great state.”

M CANTON CINEMA

Goodrich Theired Kioak & Tickets Online

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ALL LOUNGER SEATS  ALL DIGITAL SOUND
ALL STADIUM SEATING

$4l 25 t°$4l 75

ALL SEATS || miswne To A Top College Without Going Brok
EXCEPT ADULT EVENING Year  Make Model  Body VIN # 0 0 € e ‘ 0oke
SHOWTINES 1/5- 115 € Na posses 1992 Dedge  Daytona 2 sy | | Local Workshop Teach Parents How to Avoid Mistakes and Save 20% on College Cost | |
. 1997. Plymouth Neon 4Dr 3PSES47CXVTE02874 TROY--Metro Detroit area last 10 years ranging from area pavents will have five scholarships and 529 plans ‘
. 1990 Lincoln  Continental 2-Dr 1LNCM93EQLYS05740 parents that are planning on  single moms te corporate opportunities to hear Mike are a waste of time, how to
1994 Pontiac Sunbird 4-Dr 1G2JB54HTRTE91710 sending a child to college in  CE(’s, and he swears he can.  speak, Heis teachinghisclass double or even tI'lPiB the ¥
THURSDAY 1/15 8:00 PM 1991 Chevy 1500 PlU  2GCECI9K3IM1116469 the next few years, but aren’t help anyone get through the How o Give Your Kid o 4 amount of free money you i
¢ GRAN TORING (R) 1994 Ford Crown, Vic 4.Dr 9FALPTAWXRX162738 quite sure how to pay for it, process and save a Year College Education.., Teceive fm{n each 59]100_1- and
11:40, 215, 4:45, 215, 5:45 1998  Chevy Lumina 4Dr  201WLEZM7WO226168 can now rest a little easier. bundle....vio matter how good ~ Without Going Broke! cn how to avoid the one mistake
€ BEDTEIME STORIES (PG) 1089 Ford F-150 P 1FTHF25HSKLB285T8 College Planning Cosch has  of  student they have or how  Tuesday, Januery 20th at the  that will kiil your chances of
11:00, 1:10, 3:20, 5:50, 7:40, 9:50 1999 Ponti . heen educating pareats in the much money they make. Milford YMCA at 7 pm., getting any money at all that
FRI/SAT LS 12:00 ontiac  Grand Prix  2-Dr 1G2WP12K8XF308748 Lo s - s aimast avery other parent will
VALKYRIE () 1997 Ford Taurus 4Dr 1FALP52USVGS00556 commumty’abo_utwhgttodo if T got started Jin this  Thursday, Jar}ugry 22nd at make this Jaouary, and much
11:05, 1:45, 4:25, 7:10. 955 ) they haven't saved enough for because [ graduated inthetop  the Clock Building (1200 &. wuchmore.
BECTIME STORIES (PG Publish: January 8 and 11, 2009 college. of my high school class,but no  Sheldon Rd., Suite 150) jn MucR™O

12:00, 2:20, 4:35, 8:55, 9:15

FRIFSAT LS 11:30

MARLEY & ME (PG)

11:00, 1:40, 4:28, 7:0G, 8:40

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BERJAMIN BUTTON

TES MAN (PG-13)
11:48, 2:10, 4130, 7:05, 9:25
JFRISAT LS 11:8D

[ L X =7
| 200z DRINK
with $3.25 purchase
| of 4802 bag of bunory popccrr\
‘om0 1 EeCemn Cineery

The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned and will be
sold at public auction January 13, 2009 at 10:00 AM. The auction
wili be held at Westland Car Care Towmg, 6375 Hix Rd., Westland,
MI 48185, The vehictes will be sold as is, starting bid is for towing

CEQBEARGPA-2X3

B Wal-Mart Supercenter
(Michigan Avenue): Consider
request for ve-approval of site
plan, Property is located south
of Michigan Avenue and west
of Belleville Road.

NOW THE SCORE: Check out the

Administration Building.
Agenda items include:

W Recognition of Tony .
Calderoni for his service to the
merit commission
- CONSENT CALENDAR:

& Consider reappointments

river recreation trail, including
an amended budget

® Consider purchase of
patrol in-car printers

8 Consider purchase of 5-
patrol Motorola MWBS10 laptop
computers

Advertisement

Learn How To Send Your Children

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPT.

Notice is hereby given that on 01/16/09 at 10: 00 a.m. at Mayﬂower
Auto Transport, 1179 Starkweather, Plymouth, MI 48170, a public

auction of the following:

Free Body Analysis
Group Support
5 day free gym pass

Consistent
THREE LOCATIONE EARIY E

12 WEEK CLASS! ONLY $29 !li.

Your Own Personal Coach

Registratton Money Paid Out in Cash Prizes to the
Winners! Specific Rules will be in Place to Keep Everyone

G TIMES

WEDNESDAY JAM 14: ANYTIME FITHESS, WEETLAND
THURSDAY, JAN 15; ANYTIME FITHESE, FLYROUTY

“It’s really sad, but most
parents that we talk to have
done real well financially, but
never found the time to save
for college, and now they're

know who to turn to,” he says.
“Furthermore, most of the
time all they hear is to not
even bother applying for any
aid because they make too
much money. However, most of

with over 1400 families in the

one told us anything dbout
how to access maney for
college, or even how to pick a
career...s0 I didn’t ge right
away. But, | vowed that

families not fall into the same
trap that we did.
Simply put, we
parents the truth that they
aren’t hearing anywhere else
about how the college process

show

in the process.” Metro Detroit

Plymouth at 7 p.m., Saturday,
January 24th at the Wixom
Public Library at 11:30¢ a.m.,
Thursday, January 29th at
the Novi Public Library at 7

Library in Birmingham at
10:30 a.m.

“We'll discuss everything
from the greatest myths about
the college process, to how to
send your student to & fancy

include  why  private

“They will learn a ton, and ]
do my best to make the class

fun,” he says. “It’s Iike Tm |

giving them a super bright
flash light to navigate a pitch
black cave, while all the other

l(FGM?} FH!’ SUN-WED 11:20, 2:45, 6:10, 8:30 734-354-3232 faging & bill of $18,00(}!- I would Iearn'the process etnd ‘pm. and Saturday,l Januar:y parents continue to stumble
SAT 8:10, 8:30 $45,000 a year, and they don't devote my time to helping 3Ist at the Baldwin Public ;
THUR 11:20, 2:45 NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE ’ ’ arcund blindiy!

“Don’t forget: the class is
totally free, but seats are.
limited, and we turned away a
ton of people in November

: \ and December. Also, I'm not
1 ol 1993 Pontlac- Grand Am 1G2NE5433PM508245 the time, that is simply not really works, and how they private schocl for lesa than  syre when I'll be teaching
! L Snm epntiens e B eme_ 00 - 2000 Hyundai Sonata KMHWF35V3YA164374 : : IR B .
] 1997 Ponti Sunfi 1G2JBE248V 7541052 true...even if they make a six-  can get their child into & top  the cost of a junior college... these classes agein, s0 come
i FREQUENT MOlEGOERS ontiac uniire figure income.” schaol easily, help that itTlbelike learninghow toget an out and see me.” You can
| Sign up at www.gqti.com tor the Dated: J v 8. 2009 Mike and the College studentpick acareer that will a brand new Cadiliac for the reserve a seat by calling (1-
: £ ‘F;e?‘uum M“.‘"e;]“e'h{;'“'! . . at.e ‘Jantary o, Planning Network would suit them and pay them well, price of a used pick up truck,” 866-210-0837 x 120 or online
N FONNS & SEE MCEs 10 3 1argat price. Publish: January L1, 2033 OEvsrRte B2 knaw, because they've worked and save thousands of dollars  he grins. Topies will also &t wwnigollegeplanningeoach

com/eollegemvthsexposed

QE8G38228

Announcing!

FIRM UP FAST

Losing inches has never been so fast.

and so much fun! The passion and technigue
of World Champion Rhythm & latin dancers,

NOW ATArth ur MUI‘I‘&Y! |

T %{{g . Dian Siavens tOdaVIS Sports Sectlon i
! | i CANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT

y packed into the perfect fitness system

TUESDAY, JAR 20: CANTON CENTER CHIRGPRACTL You'll lave it and anyone can do it. ]
CANTON ‘ - ‘_

MAKE 1T MCRE FUN! 916 Pounds LOSTH! - TRIM DOWN NOW 1
CHALLENGE YOUR FRIENDS TO JOIR WITH YOU!

Core Rhythms is'the revolutlonary exercise concept :
-that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your
heart rate, while toning and tightening your | :
entire core. You'll be swept away while i
getting a 360° total core workout.

CALL TODAY |

Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready, |
exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios.
Call today and schedule your first session. .

er wr /
Hurre! >

NO Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! NO Membership Fees!‘-‘-m--

Pay only for the sessions you use! Call now to schedule your FREE introductory workout!

Spase is limitad] For Datalls and
to Register: 88842330308

Care Rhythms Creators '

Julia Powers
12 time U.S, Champion
&

foanna Kitnitz
10 time International Champion

Drop-Ins Welcome ¢ Start Anytime
Call For Class Schedules

{Goes towards repuir/service bill
Same day diagnose of problem)

Some exceptions apply | | | | ../1 rthur
— | M urray

+ Built to order S%rve;s Warren &
Not }
) lz‘e:::t%p&&[ij;d%: s Hanford E SEpmpaIers Franchised Dance Studios
. Networl_(ing Ford Road é oy . . . B
* Remote View Surveillance Cameras S 42000 Six Mile Rd., Suite 250 1926 South Telegraph Rd.

6120 Canton Center Road « Canton » 734-404-5617 Fax 734-404-5618

9886 Believme Road » Belleviile = Across from Meijer's « 734 599 4908
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-7 pm Closed Sunday

Bloomfield
{nextto Carl's Golfland)

-248. 338 6390

Northville
(between Northville Rd. & Haggerty)

.248.349.1133
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Chief cagers
continue their
unbeaten roll

Chiefs edge Rocks at wire. See Page B3.

BY ED WRIGHT
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The core group of sophomores on Canton’s
girls basketball team have played 26 high

school basketball games without losing one.

The first 20 came last year at the junior-
varsity level, but that doesn’t discount what
the super-sophs have accomplished this sea-
son.

The 26th straight triumph was racked up

* Friday night when the Chiefs raced to an

17-point halftime lead before taking down
host Northville, 49-35, to raise their record
to'6-0.

Kari Schmitt — one of the those talented,
yet-to-taste-defeat-in-high-school 10th-
graders — led the way with 23 points and
10 rebounds. Sophomore CarolAnn Sexauer '
added eight points while j junior guard
Lindsey Winters chipped in with six.

Northwlle was paced by Katherine

Jansen’s 15.
The .
GIRLS PREP Hllﬂl’ Mustangs’
season-
long ieadmg scorer, Chelsea Atzinger, was
held to six by Canton’s Sara Schmitt and
Kayla Bridges, who took turns checking the
Mustangs’ explosive forward.

“1 thought we played a very solid first half,”
said Canton ¢oach Brian Samulski. “We
jumped out to a good start. In the second
half we were just O.K. We're very young, so
that’s understandable.”

Canton led 16-6 after one quarter, 33-16
at the half and 39-25 with eight minutes to
play.

The Chiefs sank 7-0f-16 free throws.
Northville was 8-0f-10 from the line.

CANTON AGAPE 50, LUTHERAN SOUTH 44: On
Friday at Lutheran South, the Wolverines
registered their first victory of the season
thanks to a pair of double-doubles.

Sequoia Hood, playing in just her seeond
game of the season, notched 12 points and 12
rebounds while Ayanna Martin chalked up
16 points and 11 boards,

“It was back and forth most of the game,”
said Agape coach Dan DeWitt, whose team

Ed Wright, editor . (734) 953-2108 . ewright@hometowniife.com
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Salem's Brett deBear drives through the heart of Livonia Franklin's 2-1-2 zone during Friday night's KLAA cross-over game in the Rocks' gym.

Defense Brotz S Jumpers spark Salem S flrst win

BY £ED WREGHT
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Starving for its first win of the
season, Salem’s girls basketball
team ordered a red-hot Brotz late
in Friday night’s KLAA cross-over
game against Livonia Franklin.

Fortunately for the Rocks,

Victoria Brotz’s jumper was cookin’,

was the Patriots’ first in six con-
tests.

shot,” said Thomann, referring to
his pre-shot instructions during the -

Brotz’s first clutch “J” came with
3:40 remaining when she drained
a long triple from the left wing to
bring Salem to within 23-21.

She struck again with 2:00 left,
swishing a 15-footer to give the
Rocks the lead for good, 24-23.

The game-winner almost never

game's pivotal moment. “When she
gets her feet set and she squares up
to the basket, she can knock that
shot down, In fact, for this team to
be successful, we need Victoria to
shoot.”

After building a 20-13 halftime
advantage, the normally potent
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MHSAA nominees

Several Plymouth- -
Canton Educational

. Park student athletes

have been nomi-
nated by their respec-
tive schools for the .-
2008-09 Michigan
High School Athletic
Association’s Scholar-
Athlete Award.

The program, which
has been recognizing
student-athletes since
the 1989-90 school
year, will honor 32
individuals who rep-
resent their member
school in at least one
sport in which the
MHSAA sponsors a
post-season tourna-
ment. Each of the 32
final honorees will
receive a $1,000 schol-
arship, which will be
underwritten by Farm
Bureau Insurarnce.

Each nomination -
will be judged next
week by a 69-member
commmittee of school
coaches, counselors,
faculty members,
administrators and
board members from
MHSAA member
schools. Finalists will
be announced on Feb. '
3, g

The 10caI nominees, .
are:

® Canton High
School -- Kyle Clinton,
Kristin Graf, Satish
Subramanian, Nick
Sweda, Tiffany Tan

" and Sarah Thomas;

improved to 1-5. “We led by one at the half.
We took care of the ball at the end of the

In a defensive struggle that barely launched as Brotz looked ini-
needed a score-keeper, Brotz buried tially to pass the ball to a team-

Patriots misfired on all cylinders
during the final 16 minutes when

8 Plymouth High
School -~ Sarah

game and that was the difference.”
April Broska led Lutheran South with 19
points.

ewright@hometownlife.com | (734) 9532108 .

a pair of big shots during the game’s

waning moments to lift Salem to a
26-23 triumph.

The victory was the first in five
games for Salem while the setback

mate. However, Salem coach Fred
Thomann, who was seated only a
few feet away, implored the unself-

they managed to tally just three
points — a Chelsea Williams free-
throw and a Briauna Taylor layup,

ish Brotz to fire away.
“I reminded her that that was her

Please see SALEM, B3

Fi

Canton freshman Jay Jin strokes to a first-place finish in the 500-yard freestylle during Thursday night's meet at

Livenia Franklin. Jin also won the 200 freestyle.

~ BILL BRESLER| STAF? PHOTOGRAPHER

Hackett blanks Kingston. See Page B3.

Plymoutlti Whalers president,
general manager and head coach
Mike Vellucci announced the
trade of 19-year-old goaltender

pick in the 2011 Draft,

The Ontario Hockey League’s
final trading deadhne was Friday
at noon.

With Smith moving to Niagara,
18-year-old Matt Hackett and 16-

Whalers swap once-heralded
goalie Smith, Lee to IceDogs

against average, .911 save per-

- centage, seven shutoutsand a 49-

30-3-4 won-loss record.

Smith was part of the Whalers
OHL championship team in
2006-07 and won the Dave
Pinkney Trophy with Michal

Smith - selected in the sec-
ond round (54th overall) by
the National Hockey League’s
Nashwille Predators in the 2007
NHL Entry Draft - played for
Team USA in the 2008 World

Brown, Ronmnie Goble,
Alison Huéy, Derek
Lax, Connor Martin,
Lauren Maslyk,

. Zachary Neville,

Wexin Ning, Megan
Quinlan and Lauren
Scott;

¥ Salem High
School -- Mary Cox,
Emily Bair, Alexander
Covington, Kelley
Determan, Linda Ling,
Amanda Price, Garrett
Rogers and Zach
Sponseller.

Plymouth rec
sports offerings

W Lacrosse reg-
istration for kids in

Jeremy Smith and 20-year-old Neuvirth for the best team goals- grades 3rd through i
right wing Patrick Lee to the against average in the OHL. 8th will begin Jan. i
Niagara IceDogs in exchange for ~ Smith won USA Hockey's Dave 5 (Monday through i
second-round and eighth-round  Peterson Award in 2007 as the Friday between i
picks in the 2010 Ontario Hockey best junior goaltender in the 9:30 a.m. and 4:30
League Draft and a fourth-round  United States. p.m.) at the City of

Plymouth Recreation
Office, located in the
Plymouth Cultural
Center.

. Registration is on
a first-come, first-

¢ _* . ) year-old rookie Scott Wedgewood Junior Championships and has served basis and roster
c Ie s Ou s ro e P a rl 0 s I n 0 e ner will share duties in goal for the been signed by Nashville. space is limited.
‘ . : _ ) Whalers. The trade of Lee reduces the B The Plymouth
: ' ' “Matt Hackett has clearly Whalers to the OHLSs three- Rec Departmept will

For swim results, see Page B2, touched first in the 100-yard extremely hard over the break stepped up and has taken over overage (1988 birthday) limit. be accepting registra-
’ freestyle; Chris Krebs, who and it showed tonight.” . the job as the nurber one goal-  Plymouth’s other overage players tion forms for spring
BY ED WRIGHT earned first-place points in the Among the non-winners that tender,” Vellucci said. “I feel it’s include Fletcher (Haslett, MI) youth soccer the entire.
- OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 100-yard backstroke; Ryan Boes, Lepraised was Brandon Tolinski, | time to move Smithso hecanbe  and Bellemore ~ both defense- month of January at
: : ‘who won the 100 breaststroke; who placed second to Franklin’s a number one goaltender again.  men - and center Matt Caria. the recreation office,
Canton’s hoys swimmingand  and Matt Figlewicz, whowonthe  Scott Ansteth in the 100 fly with Patrick Lee is-a victim of num- Lee - acquired from Erie in The City of
diving team opened its 2009 diving competition with 193.65  an impressive clocking 0f 1:02.60. | bers. I never expected to get Brett  October of 2007 - scored 10 goals Plymouth Recreation
duial-meet season in spectacular  points. Canton also won the 200 med- Bellemore back (from Albany of  with 13 assists for 23 points in Office is located in
fashion Thursday night thanks The fabulous freshimen were  leyrelay as the foursome of Victor | the AHL on Monday) and Scott 37 games played this season with the Plymouth Cultural
torobust efforts from abunchof  Jay Jin, who took gold inthe 500 - Zhang, Boes, Eddie Koelzer and Fletcher hasbeenvery good for  Plymouth. Overall, Lee scored Center, 525 Farmer St.
veterans and a couple of fresh- and 200 freestyle events; and Richard Zhang combined for a us.” 25 goals with 26 assists for 51 All first-time regis-
men, Victor Zhang — Richardsyoung-  time of 1:51.22, over 15 seconds " 'Smith (from Brownstown, points in 98 career games with trants require a birth
The Chiefs outstroked Livonia  er brother — who outstroked all  faster than the Patriots’ runner- MI) was originally selected by the Whalers. Lee was originally certificate.
Franklin, 111-72, in ameetheldin  ofhis foes in the 50 freestyle. up quartet. Plymouth in the fourth-round selected by Erie in the 6th round For more informa-
the Patriots’ pool. “The meet went well for us, Ansteth was the Patriots’ lone (64th overall) in the 2005 OHL  (109th overall) of the 2004 OHL' tion on both programs,
+ Thewinners were paced by especially consideringit wasour  individual winner as he touched Draft and is playing in his third  Draft and played two seasons call (734) 455-6620 or
key returners Robert Goodwin,  first one after the holiday break,”  firstin the 100 fly in 1:01.57. full season in the OHL. In 96 with the Otters, scoring 10 goals visit www.ci.plymouth.
who won the 200-yard individual  said second-year Canton coach career games with the Whalers,  with 20 assists for 30 points in mi.us. '

medley, Richard Zhang, who

David Le. “The boys worked

awright@hometownlife.com | {734) 9532108

~ Smith compiled a 3.15 goals

119 games.
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