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Cupcake maker taps into a 'sweeter' lifestyle 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Jacqueline Rankin has 
traded corporate America for 
butter cream frosting. 

"I never envisioned having 
a cafe, but this has been a lot 
of fun," said 
the former 
mortgage 
loan officer of 
Swirls Cafe, 
the cupcake 
haven she 
opened 
nearly a 
year ago in 
Canton. 

The eatery, 
located at 
42480 Cherry 
Hill Road, 
touts itself as 
having "the 
best cupcakes 
in Canton" and features flavors 
such as apple pie spice, cherry 
charm and mocha nut swirl. 

Rankin, a Canton resident 
and a married mother of two, 
said the idea for the business 
was planted after she watched 
a television program featuring 
a cupcake entrepreneur. 

S W I R L S C A F E 

Owner: Jacqueline Rankin 
A d d r e s s : 42480 Cherry Hill Road 
Telephone: (734) 983-0334 
Web s i t e : www.swirlscafe.com 
H o u r s : 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday 
In addition to its variety of cup­
cakes, Swjrls offers coffee products 
and corned beef sandwiches. On 
jazz and poetry nights, the hours 
will extend to midnight. 

"Cupcakes tap into a center 
of innocence," she said, adding 
that she had grown frustrated 
with the mortgage lending 
business and wanted a change 
of pace. 

"I wanted to do something 
different, but I wanted it to be 

something 
that hadn't 
been done to 
death." 

And with 
the resur­
gence of the 
bake-sale sta­
ple, Rankin 
says she found 
her niche. 

"I started 
taking cup­
cakes to work, 
my husband 
took cupcakes 
to work and 
my daugh­

ter took some to school and 
everyone loved them," she said. 
"They are nostalgic." 

Swirls, which is in a space 
previously occupied by an 
espresso cafe, aims to go 
beyond the standard yellow. 
and chocolate cake flavors. 

"These are not your typical 

Customer Yazeed Al Ghamdib tries a 
chocolate swirl cupcake. 

cupcakes," Rankin grinned, 
while pointing to customer 
favorites such as lemon drop, 
Reese's cup, red velvet, sweet 
sweet chocolate and strawberry 
cheesecake. 

Rankin, who now offers 
"cupcake greetings," is set to 
introduce the cafe's first jazz 
night Jan. 30. 

"We need something like this 
in Canton," she said. 

PHOTOS BY BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

J a c k i e Rankin, owner of Swirls Cafe, says it best to "Say it with Cupcakes!" She is holding a tray of her specialty 
cupcakes, including Mocha Swirl, Red Velvet, Sweet Sweet Chocolate, and Reeses Cup. 

And when asked whether sneakers and chuckles, 
she has any regrets over choos- "I do miss my heels and get-
ing baking instead of lending, ting dressed up, but I have. 
Ranking looks down at her found something that I enjoy," 

she said. 

tlparks@hometownlife.com 
(313)222-5379 

Patterson hints at run 
for attorney general 

BY KURT KUBAN 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

State Sen. Bruce Patterson says he is 
seriously thinking about running for 
Michigan attorney general in 2010. The 
Republican senator from Canton, who is in 
his second term, says he is "kicking around 
the idea" and will make a decision in the 
coming months. 

"I've got some people interested in 
helping me get elected to the position," 
Patterson said Wednesday from Texas, 
where he is on a business trip. 

Patterson, who also served two terms, in 
the State House of Representatives before 
running for the Senate, said he has a long 
interest in law enforcement, and running 
for attorney general makes sense for him. 
He will be term limited in the Senate after 
his current term expires in 2010. 

"It's a logical progression for me," he said 
of the attorney general position. "I want to 
serve, but I don't need to serve. I just need 
some time to think it through." 

Patterson turns 62 next month, and has 
had some health problems in the last year. 
He was diagnosed with diabetes in May, 
but has been taking medication. He said 
he has lost about 40 pounds and is exercis­
ing regularly. 

At this point it appears his main oppo­
sition to get the Republican nomination 
will be former Congressman and outgoing 
Appeals Court Judge Bill Schuette, who 
is considered the frontrunner, and State 
Senate Majority Leader Mike Bishop, 
who has yet to announce his intentions. 
Patterson and Bishop, who will also be 
term limited in 2010, have had an ongo­
ing feud over the course of the last year, 
beginning when Bishop failed to support 

Patterson 

Patterson's attempt to 
thwart Livonia's annexa­
tion plans of the former 
state psychiatric hospital 
property in Northville 
Township. 

Bill Ballenger, edi­
tor/publisher of the Inside 
Michigan Politics, said 
Schuette is the man to beat 
at this point, but that it is 

still early. 
"Right now, hands down, I would say 

that Bill Schuette would have the upper, 
hand to get the nomination," he said. "But 
we still have 20 months before this thing 
plays out." 

Ballenger points out that the winner 
of the nomination will be selected at the 
Republican convention, not by voters, 
so candidates will have to court support 
"among real insiders, not the rank and file 
Republicans." 

He said not to count out Patterson, 
because he comes from an area that has 
clout in Lansing. 

"Patterson has a chance. He comes 
from a better geographical area than 
Schuette. Western Wayne County is a real 
fertile area. There are lots of voters, and 
they have influence on what happens in 
Lansing," Ballenger said. 

Patterson said he has a lot of respect 
for Schuette, who hails from the Midland 
area, and has known him for the better 
part of 20 years. But Patterson said he is 
also respected in Lansing. 

"I think I have the credentials with 
people in Lansing. My reputation is one of 
being brutally honest and being tenacious 
when it comes to getting to the bottom of 
an issue," he said. 

F a m i l y 

' o v e r j o y e d ' 

a t ' a m a z i n g 

C h r i s t m a s g i f t ' 

BY TONY BRUSCAT0 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Christmas season is a ready-made time for 
miracles. 

When West Middle School music teacher Marc 
Whitlock picked up the phone three days before 
Christmas, he received the miracle he and his wife, 
Kellie, had been looking for. 

The word from doctors at Children's Hospital 
in Detroit indicated their 2-year-old daughter, 
Macaylah — who was born with transient leukemia 
and had been undergoing treatment — was cancer-
free. 

"I was so overjoyed " said Marc Whitlock. "It's 
what we'd been praying for over the last year. There 
is no cancer in the blood and no cancer in the bone 

The family is jubilant at Macayfah's news. 

marrow. The good cells are rebuilding themselves 
and starting to grow. What an amazing Christmas 
gift we have received." 

Whitlock said they still have to tackle Down 
syndrome and associated deafness. But, for a few 
days, he and Kellie want to give thanks to God and 
express their appreciation for all the support given 
his family. 

"We are grateful for all those who have helped us 
along the way," said Whitlock. "This has taught us a 
lot, and we certainly plan to do our part in paying it 
forward." 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com j (353) 222-2637 

W e l c o m i n g b a b y n e w y e a r 

When the clock struck midnight last Thursday, 
Dr. Gulnaz Khan could not have cared less about 
celebratory kisses, ball drops or new year's 
resolutions - her son was on his way. "I didn't 
expect t h i s , " said Khan, a Canton resident, of 
birthing one of the first 2 0 0 9 babies in the 
a r e a . " ) started having contractions early on 
the 31st, so I expected him to come then but the 
labor continued o n . " Making his arrival at 12:10 
a.m. at Sinai-Grace Hospital in Detroit, Shaheer 
Jrfan Hameed, is the first child of Khan and her 
husband, Dr. Irfan Hameed. "He is beautiful," 
Khan said of her son. "And when he grows up, he 
a ill have a story to t e l l . " 

By Tiffany L Parks 
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a n d H e a r t s 

For every new checking account opened In January 2003, 
Community Financial will contribute $10.00 to THAW 

C o m m u n i t y 

'w* F i n a n c i a l | 
1 

(734) 4 5 3 - 1 2 0 0 (877) 9 3 7 - 2 3 2 8 t o l l free w w w . c f c u . o r g 

T h e H e a t a n d W a r m t h Fund ( T H A W ) is a nonprofit 
organization established to provide l o w - i n c o m e 
f a m i l i e s with energy assistance d u r i n g crisis. For 
t h e 2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8 heating s e a s o n , T H A W distributed 
m o r e than $ 1 0 , 9 2 8 , 0 0 0 in e n e r g y assistance to 
m o r e than 8 , 6 0 0 h o u s e h o l d in M i c h i g a n . 

For every new checking account opened In January 2003, 
Community Financial will contribute $10.00 to THAW 

C o m m u n i t y 

'w* F i n a n c i a l | 
1 

(734) 4 5 3 - 1 2 0 0 (877) 9 3 7 - 2 3 2 8 t o l l free w w w . c f c u . o r g 

T h e H e a t a n d W a r m t h Fund ( T H A W ) is a nonprofit 
organization established to provide l o w - i n c o m e 
f a m i l i e s with energy assistance d u r i n g crisis. For 
t h e 2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8 heating s e a s o n , T H A W distributed 
m o r e than $ 1 0 , 9 2 8 , 0 0 0 in e n e r g y assistance to 
m o r e than 8 , 6 0 0 h o u s e h o l d in M i c h i g a n . P l y m o u t h C a n t o n N o r t h v i l l e Novi 

* S e e branch for complete details. NCUA Your savings federally insufed to at least 3 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 arid backed by the full faith and credit of 
the United States Government. tSr Equal Housing Lender. © 2 0 0 9 , Community financial . . , ' ; 
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AROUND CANTON 

Car seat safety checks 

The Canton Fire Department 
is offering car seat safety 
checks to Canton residents. It 
has been estimated that four 
out of five car seats are used 
improperly. By scheduling an 
appointment with one of the 
Fire Department's Certified 
Child Passenger Safety 
Technicians, residents can 
learn the proper installation 
of their child's car seat, how to 
secure their child properly in 
the seat, and determine if the 
seat is appropriate for their 
child, all based on National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration guidelines. 

Car seat safety checks are 
available by appointment only. 
To schedule your appoint­
ment contact the Canton Fire 
Prevention Unit at (734) 394-
5456. 

Grief support group 
The Compassionate Coffee 

Hour is an ongoing grief 
support group for widows 
and widowers hosted by 
Compassionate Care Hospice. 
The group is held 3-4 p.m. 
on the third Thursday of 
every month at Heartland 
Healthcare Center, 7025 N. 
Lilley Road, Canton. The focus 
of the group is on the later , 
stages of grief, with an empha­

sis on learning to live with 
the loss. This group is open to 
anyone grieving the loss of a 
spouse or partner. There is no 
charge. For more information, 
contact Ann Christensen at 
(734) 983-9050. 

Comedy troupe to 
perform 

The Capitol Steps, a com­
edy troupe that specializes in 
political satire, will perform 
at 8 p.m., Jan. 16 at the Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill. 

Capitol Steps began as a 
group of U.S. Senate staff­
ers who set out to satirize the 
very people and places that 
employed them in December 
1981. Most cast members 
have worked oh Capitol Hill 
- some for Democrats, some 
for Republicans, and others for 
politicians who firmly straddle 
the fences. Although not all of 
the current members of Capitol 
Steps are former Capitol Hill 
staffers, taken together the 
performers have worked in 
a total of 18 Congressional 
offices and represent 62 years 
of collective House and Senate 
staff experience. They will 
perform their political song 
parodies and skits straight out 
of current headlines. 

Tickets are on sale now for 
$45 for all seats. To purchase 

VF" We also offer 
Case-Free Overnight Boarding 

and 
Dos Obedience Classes 

See our website to enroll now! 
ifiappyfioundsdayca 

' T o t a l l y c a g e - f r e e ! 

• S u p e r v i s e d p l a y g 

1 0 0 ¾ o f t i m e . 

• Qlmate c o n t r o l l e d f a c i l i t y 

M y M o m says " I ' m 
Special" because I 

go to Happy H o u n d s 
to Play! 

W h i l e y ® y a r © a t w o r k , w e m 

l o y a l friend & 
7 3 4 . 4 5 9 . D O G S 

6 7 3 S- M a i n S t . - P l y m o u t h , M l 4 3 1 7 0 
^ e . c o m • p l y m o u t h d o g rnOf w w w . h a 

tickets online, visit www.can-
ton-mi.org/villagetheater or 
call (734) 394-5300. For more 
information about Capitol 
Steps, visitwww.capsteps.com: 

Free throw championship 
All boys and girls, ages 9 to 

14, are invited to participate in 
the local level of competition 
for the Knights of Columbus 
Free Throw Championship, 
which will be held on Sunday, 
Jan. 18 at St. Thomas a'Becket 
Catholic Church, 555 S. Lilley 
Road, Canton. Registration 
starts at 3 p.m. District level 
competitions are scheduled for 
Feb. 8 at a time and location to 
be announced. 

The Knights of Columbus 
Free Throw Championship is 
sponsored annually, with win­
ners progressing through local, 
district, and state competi­
tions. International champions 
are announced by the K of C 
headquarters based on scores 
from the state-level competi­
tions. All boys and girls will 
compete in their respective age 
and gender divisions. 

All contestants on the local 
level are recognized for their 
participation. Participants are 
required to furnish proof of age 
and written parental consent. 
For entry forms or additional 
information contact Andy 
Emmert at (734) 981-2367-

Comedian Rogers to 
perform 

Comedian Kivi Rogers will 
perform at 8 p.m., Jan. 10 at 
the Village Theater at Cherry 

'£* Hill. Rogers 
has appeared 
on HBO's "Def 
Comedy Jam," 
"The Tonight 
Show with Jay 
Leno," and has 
appeared as a 
guest star on 

R o g e r s several televi­
sion shows 

including The West Wing, 
Dharma and Greg, Home 
Improvement and Everybody 
Loves Raymond. He has also 
appeared in the feature film 
Romp and Michelle's Highs 
School Reunion with Lisa 
Kudrow and Mira Sorvino. 
Rogers most recently landed a 
development deal with Castle 
Rock Entertainment to star in 

A n n o u n c i n g ! 

N O W A T A r t h u r M u r r a y ! 

FIRM UP FAST 
Losing inches has never been so fast... 

and so much fun! The passion and technique 
of World Champion Rhythm & Latin dancers, 

packed into the perfect fitness system. 
You'll love it and anyone cm do it. 

TRIM DOWN NOW 
)re Rhythms is the revolutionary exercise concept 

that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your 
heart rate, while toning and tightening your 

entire core. You'll be swept away while 
getting a 360° total core workout. 

CALL TODAY 
Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready, 
exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios. 

Call today and schedule.your first session. 

N O Contracts! N O Monthly Payments! N O Membership Fees! 
Pay o n l y f o r t h e s e s s i o n s y o u u s e l C a l l n o w t o s c h e d u l e y o u r FREE introductory w o r k o u t ! 

D r o p - I n s W e l c o m e • S t a r t A n y t i m e 

C a l l F o r C l a s s S c h e d u l e s 

Arthur K 
JSlurray/ 
F r a n c h i s e d D a n c e S t u d i o s 

42000 Six M i l e R d . , Sui te 250 

N o r t h v i l l e 
(between Northville Rd. & Haggerty) 

248.349.1133 

1926 S o u t h T e l e g r a p h R d . 

B l o o m f i e l d 
(next to Carl's Golfland) 

248.338.6390 

Y o u t h a r t i s t d e a d l i n e 

Avenue in Wayne) hosts a clas­
sic movie night Jan. 8, which 
would have been Elvis' 74th 
birthday. 

The night will feature two 
showings of the 1964 classic 
film "Viva Las Vegas" starring 
Elvis and Ann Margret, at 6:15 
p.m. and 9 p.m. At 8 p.m., there 
will be a special performance 
by Fred Wolfe, an Elvis tribute 
artist. 

All tickets are $5, and 
includes both shows. For more 
information, call the theater at 
(734) 326-4600 or visit www. 
ci.wayne.mi.us. 

Ryan Hamilton to 

The a p p l i c a t i o n d e a d l i n e f o r t r i e P l y m o u t h C a n t o n S y m p h o n y S o c i e t y ' s Y o u t h 
A r t i s t C o m p e t i t i o n i s T u e s d a y , J a n . 2 0 . T h e c o m p e t i t i o n i s s c h e d u l e d t o t a k e 
p l a c e o n S u n d a y , F e b . 1, a t E v o l a M u s i c , 7170 N . H a g g e r t y R o a d , C a n t o n . The 
c o m p e t i t i o n i s c o m p o s e d of t h r e e d i v i s i o n s : S e n i o r I n s t r u m e n t a l ( g r a d e s 10-
12), S e n i o r P i a n o ( g r a d e s 10-12), a n d J u n i o r C o m b i n e d ( g r a d e s 7 - 9 ) . A p p l i c a n t s 
m u s t b e p i a n o , b a n d o r o r c h e s t r a s t u d e n t s r e s i d i n g i n o n e of t h e f o l l o w i n g 
s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s : C l a r e n c e v i l l e , L i v o n i a , N o r t h v i l l e , N o v i , P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n , 
V a n B u r e n ( B e l l e v i l l e ) o r W a y n e - W e s t l a n d . M e m b e r s of t h e C e l e b r a t i o n Y o u t h 
O r c h e s t r a o r s t u d e n t s a t Evola M u s i c a r e a l s o e l i g i b l e . T h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
s c h o l a r s h i p f u n d s f o r t h e f i r s t p l a c e w i n n e r s i n e a c h d i v i s i o n is a s f o l l o w s : 
S e n i o r I n s t r u m e n t a l - $ 5 0 0 , S e n i o r P i a n o - $ 5 0 0 , a n d J u n i o r C o m b i n e d - $ 2 5 0 . 
If a p p l i c a b l e , h o n o r a b l e m e n t i o n s w i l l a l s o b e a c k n o w l e d g e d . A p p l i c a t i o n s a r e 
a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h t h e P l y m o u t h C a n t o n S y m p h o n y S o c i e t y . P a s t p a r t i c i p a n t s 
a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o r e a p p l y . For a n a p p l i c a t i o n a n d / o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , 
p l e a s e c o n t a c t J a n e L i b b i n g a t ( 7 3 4 ) 451-2112 o r b y e - m a i l a t j a n e ® 
p l y m o u t h s y m p h o n y . o r g . A p p l i c a t i o n s a r e a l s o a v a i l a b l e o n t h e P l y m o u t h 
S y m p h o n y Web s i t e a t w w w . p l y m o u t h s y m p h o n y . o r g . 

H a m i l t o n 

his own sitcom. 
The evening will also include 

a performance by comedian 
Mike Malec. These funny­
men have built their witty 
reputations with cutting-edge 
comedy. Please be advised that 
content may contain adult 
material. Tickets are $15 and 
are available online at www. 
canton-mi.org/villagetheater 
or by calling (734) 394-5300. 
For more information on Kivi 
Rogers' scheduled perfor­
mance, call (734) 394-5460. 

Senior party fund-raisers 
The PCEP Senior Party 

Committee is inviting diners 
to dine out for "a wonderful 
cause," supporting the senior 
party by dining out at one (or 
more) of the area restaurants 
which have agreed to donate 
20 percent of the purchases 
made during a specific time 
and date. 

Fund-raisers take place at 
the following restaurants on 

the following dates: 
Monday, Jan. 12 at Palermo's; 

Thursday, Feb. 12 at Caravel; 
Monday, April 6 at Palermo's; 
and Thursday, May 7, also at 
Palermo's. All restaurants are 
on Ford Road in Canton. 

Detail information and a 
flyer is available at http://web. 
pccs.kl2.mi.us/pcep/pages/ 
classof/2009/senior-party09-
htm (this flyer must be pre­
sented at time of purchase for 
us to receive 20% credit of your 
purchase). 

Visit the committee's blog 
at http://pcep09seniorparty. 
blogspot.com/ or its Web page 
at http://web.pccs.kl2.mi.us/ 
pcep/pages/classof/2009/ 
senior-party09-htm 

To volunteer or for questions, 
contact pcep-senior-party@ 
comcast.net. 

Elvis night 
Elvis Presley will be high­

lighted when the State Wayne 
Theater (35310 Michigan 

Comedian Ryan Hamilton 
will perform at 8 p.m., Jan. 23 
at the Village Theater at Cherry 

Hill. Known 
for his clean 
brand of com­
edy, Hamilton 
continues 
to receive 
national atten­
tion for his 
quick wit and 
was recently 
featured on 

NBC's "Last Comic Standing." 
In 2003, Hamilton was cho­
sen as a semi-finalist in the 
Seattle International Comedy 
Competition and was also 
a finalist at the Las Vegas 
Comedy Festival's "Laugh 
Across America Contest." 

Tickets are $15, which also 
includes a performance by 
comedian Steve Macone. 

Please be advised that con­
tent may contain adult mate­
rial. 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets visit 
www.canton-mi.org/villag-
etheater. Tickets can also be 
purchased at Summit on the 
Park by phone at (734) 394-
5460 or in person. To pur­
chase tickets at the Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill 
box office, stop by during 
box office hours: Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 
Friday & Saturday, 7-9 p.m. 
and Sunday, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

The Village Theater ticket 
office will also be open one 
hour prior to each perfor­
mance. 

TOWN w ' commy LANES 
( J H 1 1 0 0 S . W a y n e R d . * W e s t l a n d f j t t ) 

Between Ford* Michigan Ave. v 

S H O R T S E A S O N L E A G U E S 

N o w F o r m i n g ! 
Openings for teams or individuals for more info 

or to hold a spot call 734-722-5000 

ADULT Y O U T H L E A G U E 

Every Monday @ 6:30 p m 
Every child receives a new bowling 

ball at the end of the season! 
Starts J a n . 12th! 

TRIO L E A G U E 

Any combinat ion 3 people 
T u e s d a y s ® 7:15 pm 
Starts J a n . 13th! 

Every bowler receives a new bowling 
ball when paid in lull! 

9 PIN - NO T A P - D O U B L E S & S I N G L E S • B U M P E R L E A G U E 

Prize $ Mystery Game 

Lucky Strike 

Every Friday © 1 0 : 3 0 p m 

A s k A b o u t O u r B i r t h d a y P a r t y P a c k a g e s ! 

Ages 4-8 

Saturdays @12:30 

Starts J a n 10th and 

Tuesdays @ 6 : 0 0 p m 

Starts J a n . 13th 

S T A T E O F M I C H I G A N 

C O U N T Y O F W A Y N E 

P A I D P U B L I C N O T I C E 

N O T I C E O F A P P L I C A T I O N F O R 
P E R M I S S I O N T O R E L O C A T E 

A B A N K B R A N C H 

Notice is hereby given that Monroe Bank&Trust has made application with the FDIC for permission to relocate a bank branch from 133 West 
Main Street, Northville, Ml 48168 to 201 East Main Street, Northville, Ml 48168. 

Any person wishing to comment on this application may'file his or her comments in writing with the Regional Director of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation at its Regional Office (500 West Monroe Street, Suite 3600, Chicago, Illinois 60661) before processing of the 
application has been completed. Processing will be completed no earlier than the 15th day following either the date of this publication or 
the date of receipt of the application by the FDIC, whichever is later. The period may be extended by the Regional Director for good cause. 
The non-confidential portion of the application file is available for inspection within one day following the request for such file. It may be 
inspected in the Corporation's Regional Office during regular business hours. Photocopies of information in the non-confidential portion of 

the application file will be made available upon request. A schedule of charges for such copies can be obtained from the Region Director. 

By: H. Douglas Chaffin 
Presidents CEO 
January 8,2009 
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K e t t l e 

d r i v e 

s o a r s 

2 0 0 8 g o a l 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

When the Plymouth 
Salvation Army braintrust 
got together and set the goal 
for the 2008 Red Kettle 
Campaign at $235,000, the 
raised eyebrows came and 
the whispers started. 

"In these kinds of financial 
times, you're never gonna 
make that," the conventional 
wisdom went. 

If that really was the con­
ventional wisdom, it wasn't 
all that wise. Benefitting 
from what Salvation Army 
officials call an "incredibly 
generous" community, this 
year's Red Kettle Campaign, 
the Army's biggest fund­
raiser, raised more than 
$244,000, an 18-percent 
increase over last year's 
campaign. 

"The story there is the 
need is just incredible," said 
Maj. Jim Irvine, commander 
of the Plymouth Salvation 
Army, which serves the 
Plymouths, Canton, 
Northville and Belleville. 
"Everyone is feeling that; it 
doesn't come as a surprise to 
anyone. What comes as the 
big surprise is how well we 
did in these financially hard 
times.'' 

That figure is in contrast 
to how the overall cam­
paign is doing around met­
ropolitan Detroit. District 
Salvation Army officials 
noted in a release the over­
all campaign was some 
$839,000 behind as of Dec. 
29. The metro Detroit goal is 
$8.5 million. 

Irvine said the local 
Salvation Army was able 
to far exceed its goal by 
"streamlining the use of 
kettles" at some 20 locations 
around those communi­
ties "to get the best use we 
could" out of the kettles. 

But the real push, Irvine 
acknowledged, was from 
volunteers and the donors 
themselves. 

"We had people who knew 
we were hurting, and they 
came out nonstop to ring the 
bells," Irvine said. "It was 
people passing the kettles 
who knew their families 
were hurting. We didn't get 
any single big-check dona­
tions, as we've had in the 
past. It was all the one-dol­
lar, five-dollar and 10-dol-
lar donations people were 
putting in that made all the 
difference." 

The donations will help 
the Plymouth Salvation 
Army finance all of its pro­
grams, including things 
like the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas family adoptions. 
That need, Irvine pointed 
out, increased dramati­
cally this year. The Plymouth 
Salvation Army served 436 
families (up 27 percent over 
2007) and 1,037 children, 
some 300 more than a year 
ago. 

And all of it was made 
possible, Irvine said, with 
the generosity of donors and 
volunteers. 

"It would be one thing 
if we had three or four big 
foundations behind us, but 
that's not the case," Irvine 
said. 

"That's what is so magnifi­
cent about this community." 

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
(313)222-8899 

THINKING ABOUT.. 

F R E E E S T I M A T E S 

( 7 3 4 ) 5 2 5 - 1 9 3 0 

Our34th Year! 
UNITED TEMPERATURE 

8919 MIDDimm • LIVONIA 

T r i a l i n t o r t u r e c a s e 

Steele 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

If all remains according to schedule, 
Gary Allen Steele will have his day in 
court Feb. 23. 

Steele, a suspended Detroit police 
officer, has been charged with torture, 
assault with intent to murder and 
assault with intent to do great bodily 
harm stemming from a March 4 inci­
dent with his former girlfriend, who 
resides in Canton. 

The 42-year-old's trial before Judge 
Ulysses W Boykin in Wayne County 
Circuit Court has been pushed back 
from its previous dates in August and 

December. 
Assistant Wayne County 

Prosecutor Maria Miller said 
December's trial date was 
rescheduled because the capital mur­
der trial of an incarcerated defendant 
took priority over Steele, who made 
bond in May. 

Steele, who Boykin ordered to wear 
a tether, faces up to life in prison for 
allegedly assaulting Kimberly Ann 
Golematis and firing a gun near her 
head at her township home. 

Golematis testified at Steele's pre­
liminary hearing that the two had 
ended their six-month relationship 
and he became violent after stopping 

t o F e b r u a r y 

by her home to retrieve the last of his 
items. 

After allegedly hitting her left leg 
with a baseball bat, Golematis said 
Steele choked her and straddled her 
after she fell tp the ground. He is then 
accused of firing three shots near the 
left side of her head and threatening 
to kill her. 

At that hearing, Golematis called 
Steele a "good person who made a 
really bad choice." 

Ah evidentiary hearing is scheduled 
for Feb. 9. 

tlparks@hometownlife.com 
(313) 222-5379 
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Adding Abe artifacts 
M u s e u m a d d s l i t t l e - s e e n i t e m s t o L i n c o l n e x h i b i t 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Plymouth Historical 
Museum, which already has 
the state's largest Abraham-
Lincoln collection, scored 
another coup to celebrate 
the 200th birthday (Feb. 12) 
of the United States' 16th 
president. 

The museum will have on 
loan from The Henry Ford 
in Dearborn four pieces 
that belonged to Honest 
Abe in Springfield, 111., 
which were sold before he 
moved to the White House 
in 1861. They will be the 
cornerstones of the "In the 
Presence of Lincoln" display 
at the Plymouth Historical 
Museum, from Jan. 2l-Nov. 
4. 

"We're getting two rock­
ers, which belonged to Abe 
and his wife, Mary," said 
Dan Packer, Lincoln cura­
tor and board member at 
the Plymouth Historical 
Museum. "Other than the 

' . •4- & 

•. • i t 

It's not Kramer from 'Seinfeld' but a 
painting of a younger Lincoln, before 
the presidency. 

assassination chair at The 
Henry Ford, this is second 
best. 

"There's a parlor table, 
mahogany with claw feet; 
and a mantle clock which 

Lincoln was standing next 
to when the Republican del­
egation came to him with 
the nomination for presi­
dent of the United States," 
Packer added. "Outside of 
Springfield, this museum is 
on par with major museums 
around the country when it 
comes to Lincoln." 

The search for the items 
began when ancestors of 
the man who bought the 
pieces from Lincoln showed 
up the Plymouth Historical 
Museum looking for them. 
Packer led the family mem­
bers to The Henry Ford, 
which - with Packer's help 
- found them in a ware­
house used to store items 
not on display in the main 
Dearborn museum. The 
four items have been dis­
played to the public before, 
but it's unlikely many have 
seen them. 

"They had previously been 
on display at the Logan 
County Courthouse, where 
Lincoln practiced law," said 

Leslie Mio, loan coordinator 
at The Henry Ford. "But, 
it's been decades since they 
were shown." 

The Plymouth Historical 
Museum had to fill out a 
50-page facilities report in 
order to get the items. 

"As a result, we've 
enhanced the level of secu­
rity in the whole building, 
not just for the Lincoln 
items, but for our displays, 
too," said Liz Kerstens, 
museum director, who said 
the four pieces will be put in 
the former doll house out­
side the permanent Lincoln 
room with special humidity 
and light levels to preserve 
them. "It's still a commu­
nity museum, and nothing 
will take away from that, 
but because we will be hav­
ing items we believe'haven't 
been displayed for such a 
lortg time, hopefully the 
word will get out." 

Along with the new items 
and current Lincoln room 
display - which includes a 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Lincoln archivist Dan Packer coliects Lincoln memorabilia of a less serious 
nature. This Lincoln Talking Head is a best-seller at the gift shop in the new 
visitor's center at Gettysburg. 

lock of Lincoln's hair and 
the dictionary he used as a 
child - there will be speak­
ers and workshops during 
the nearly year-long cel­
ebration of Lincoln. 

Kerstens is fund-raising 
to pay for the cost of bor­
rowing the furniture, addi­
tional security, advertising 
and other costs, which she 
said will be in the "tens of 
thousands" of dollars. The 
major sponsor for the event 

is Hines Park Lincoln-
Mercury, 

The Plymouth Historical 
Museum's Lincoln arti­
facts were purchased in 
1998 from Dr. Weldon Petz 
of West Bloomfield. The 
museum fund-raised for 
$150,000 to pay Petz, .as 
well as develop and preserve 
the display which opened in 
2002. 
t b r u s c a t o @ l i o m e t o w n i i f e . c o m 
(313)Z22-2637 

T h e 2 n d S u n d a y P h o t o S h o w 
J a n u a r y 1 1 t h i o a m - 3 p m 

. " ' First Show of 2009 

Female Mink Coats 
Rant;)] . M a h o g a n v , & W h i s k e y 

$2,997 

Bloomfield HUh Only 
• 3̂ 515 Woodward Aw. 

SbomHsSd H8is Gigged i f 
_ , „ „ . _ _ w w w . d i t t n c r 

Special Hours 
Thursday i 0-8:30 

Ffttlav & Saturday 10-6 
& Sunday: 1-5 

- - - 10-6 J 

$5MCountertop* 
tndudas Instaifetion 

OR MORE! 

J o e G a n n o n 
We'ra recommended 
by Joe Gannon 

c a b i n e t c l in ic 
The Leader in Cabinet Refacing 

W e s t 7 3 4 - 4 2 1 - 8 1 5 1 

N o r t h - E a s t 5 8 6 - 7 5 1 - 1 8 4 8 

www.cabinetciirHacom 

1G1JC1241SM111324 1995 Chevrolet Cavalier 
2G1WL52J1Y1187567 2000 Chevrolet Lumina 
2B3ED46T7PH579594 1993 Dodge Intrepid 
1G3HN53L5PH318117 1993 Oldsmobile 88 Royale 
2P4GM2530SR294588 1995 Plymouth Voyager 
1N67R3S170146 1973 Chevrolet Caprice 
1FAFP34P52W323092 2002 Ford Focus Se/Se Co 
2C3HD46R0YH234347 2000 Chrysler Concorde Lx 
XB3ES46C42D598986 2002 Dodge Neon. Se 

MAYFLOWER TOWING 
1179 Starkweather St. 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-459-0053 

Publish: January 8,2009 OE0S93B101 _&:2 

C A N T O N P O L I C E D E P A R T M E N T 

The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned and will be 
sold at public auction January 13, 2009 at 10:00 AM. The auction 
will be held at Westland Car Care Towing, 6375 Hix Rd., Westland, 
MI 48185. The vehicles will be sold as is, starting bid is for towing 
and storage. 
Year Make Model Body VIN# 
1992 Dodge Daytona 2-Dr 1B3XW44K6NN253884 
1997 Ford F-150 P/U 1FTDX1765VKA02285 
1997 Plymouth Neon 4-Dr 3P3ES47CXVT602874 
1990 Lincoln Continental 2-Dr 1LNCM93E0LY805740 
1994 Pontiac Sunbird 4-Dr 1G2JB54H7R7591710 
1991 Chevy 1500 P/U 2GCEC19K3M1116469 
1994 Ford Crown Vic 4-Dr 2FALP74WXRX162738 
1998 Chevy Lumina 4-Dr 2G1WL52M7W9226168 
1989 Ford F-150 P/U 1FTHF25H8KLB28578 
1999 Pontiac Grand Prix 2-Dr 1G2WP12K8XF308748 
1997 Ford Taurus 4-Dr 1FALP52U8VG300556 

Publish: January 8 and 11,2009 

H u g e S t o r e w i d e T o y & D o l l C l e a r a n c e ! 

4 # % o n 
this item #58619 

1 0 0 0 s O f I t e m s • H u n d r e d s o f T r u s t e d B r a n d s 

Adorn, Badger, Breyer, Brio, Corolle, Erector, Groovy Girl, 
Guidecraft, Gund, Haba, Kelller. K-Nex, Kidlcraft, 

Le Toy Van, Learning Resources & Other Educational Items, 
Lee Middleton, Melissa & Doug, Playmobil, Ryan 'a Room, 

Steiff, Thomas & Morel 

F o r M o r e I n f o . V i s i t w w w . d o I l h u s c i f e a l . c o m 

T h e D o l l H o s p i t a l & T o y S o l d i e r S h o p 
While supplies last. Does not appiy b prevKJUi puicluscS Del.'ife m-̂ nn; 

3947W.'!2Mite Berkley 248--643-3115 
Mon-Sat 10-5:30, Thurs 10-8:30 

8 o z S i z z l i n g 
S t e a k D i n n e r . 

sj> o n c e 
N o t v a l i d t o r t a k e o u t , b a n q u e t s or o n h o l i a a y s . 

O n e c o u p o n p e r c o u p l e . N o t v a l i d with a n y o t h e r c o u p o n or d a l l y s p e c i a l s . W e d n e s d a y s s t a r t i n g at 4 p r n 
Hull p r i c e m e n u i t e m s o n l y ) . P i s i e n t m i s c o u p o n b e f o r e o r d e r i n g . A 1 5 % g r a t u i t y b a s s o o n t o t a l b i l l 
b e f o r e c o u p o n w i l l C e a d d e d t o b i l l . 

Mecomb: Hal! fiead, across from The Mai! at Partridge 
fc Cme-î f _e_tv_i: On e_̂ î |i*st w_slaf Maijs_rtY_. _ _ _ _ _ _ j 

D o y o u h a v e F I B R O M Y A L G I A ( F M ) ? ? 

HELP l/S BETTER UNDERSTAND THIS DISORDER 
VOLUNTEER TO PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH ! 

The University of Michigan's Chronic Pain and Fatigue Research 
Center (CPFRC) is recruiting and screening women diagnosed with 
FM to become part of our research candidate pool (referred to 
as our "Subject Registry"). Candidates must be at least 18 years 
of age and have been diagnosed with FM for at least 3 months. 

Prior to enrollment in the CPFRC research registry, volunteers 
will be asked to complete a screening appointment. 

Candidates who meet screening criteria will then be advised of 
up-coming studies and have the opportunity to participate in a 
variety of research projects to be conducted over the next 
1-3 years. 

Compensation is provided for completion of the screening 
assessment and for participation in all research studies. 

To view information regarding current studies, visit "ENGAGE", 
the UMHS research study web-site* at: 
w w w . u m E N 6 A G E . o r g *(search by condition under "Pain Studies") 

For information about the research candidate pool and/or 
to schedule a screening appointment contact the CPFRC at: 

1-866-288-0046 or (734)998-7110 OE08ea9148 

Notice is hereby given that on Monday, January 19, 2009 @ NOON, 
TATE & CO. Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Extra 
Space Storage, will be offering for sale under the judicial lien 
process, by public auction, the following storage units. The goods to 
be sold are generally described as household goods. The terms of 
the sale will be cash only. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to 
refuse any and all bids. The sale will be at the following location: 
Extra Space Storage, 6729 N. Canton Center Rd., Canton, MI 
48187 @ NOON. 

Kurtyzk, Wayne 

Ray Schultz 

Great Lakes Finance 
c/o Tara Meabrod 

Craig Smith 

Publish: January 1,2008 

E162 20x20 Kitchen Set, Nordic Trak, 
"retro" covered stroller, toddler 
bike, Halloween d̂ cor, 25+ 
Boxes, misc. household goods. 

D157 10x10 Vacuum Cleaner, 27" CRT TV. 
box-spring size; full, 
instrument case, misc. 
bedroom furniture, coffee 
table, copier and scanner, 
picture frame, large tote. 

H310 20x20 Cubicle dividers, Pallets, 
, Table, Wastepaper baskets, 

Plastic carpet protectors. 

C73 5x5 Standing dolly, Skill saw, 2 
ladders, misc. boxes & totes, 
Many misc. tools. 

OBJ8S37966-2.4 

C H A R T E R T O W N S H I P O F P L Y M O U T H 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED USE OP THE 
2009 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS 

JANUARY 20, 2009 

Notice Is Hereby Given That A Public Hearing Concerning The 
Community Development Block Grant Program WiU Be Held By 
The Board Of Trustees Of The Charter Township Of Plymouth At. 
7:00 P.M. In The Meeting Room Of The Township Hall Which Is: 
Located At 9955 N. Haggerty Rd. On January 20, 2009. 

The Purpose Of The Public Hearing Will Be To Afford The Public 
The Opportunity To Place Before The Board Any Proposed Use Of 
The 2009 Community Development Block Grant Funds. 

Preliminary;Indications From The Wayne County Office Of Block 
Grant, Wayne County Community Development Block Grant 
Program, Are That The Estimated 2009 Funding Allocation For The 
Township Will Be Approximately $105,000.00. Wayne County 
Requires For 2009 That Our Request For Public Service Projects 
Not Exceed 19 % Of The Total Allocation. Based On That Special 
Requirement The Projects Are Proposed As Follows; 

ESTIMATED ALLOCATION BASED ON 
19 % PUBLIC SERVICE CAP , 

Allocation 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
Senior Services 

Council on Aging 
Senior Alliance 

Transportation 
Disabled Van 

Senior Transportation 
ADMINISTRATION 

Administration 
Planning 

BRICK & MORTAR 
Multi-year Program: Expansion & Acquisition* 

$74,550.00 
TOTAL ALLOCATION $105,000.00 

* Previously Approved 

If Wayne County Determines After All Applications Are Received 
That Additional Funds Shall Be Available For Public Service 
Projects The Proposed Allocations Shall Be As Follows: 

ESTIMATED ALLOCATION BASED ON 
TOWNSHIP PREFERENCE 

Allocation 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
Senior Services 

Council on Aging 
Senior Alliance 

Transportation 
Disabled Van 

Senior Transportation 
ADMINISTRATION 

Administration. 
Planning 

BRICK & MORTAR 
Multi-year Program: Expansion & Acquisition* 

$43,050.00' 
TOTAL ALLOCATION $105,000.00 

* Previously Approved 

The Board Of Trustees Of The Charter Township Of Plymquth, 
Upon Completion Of The Public Hearing, Will Determine .The" Use 
Of The 2009 Funds. .-j" 

Any Written Comments Regarding The Proposed'Use Of The 20Q9 
Funds Should Be Directed To Susan Vignoe,- Community 
Development Block Grant Coordinator, Charter Township Of 
Plymouth 9955 N. Haggerty Rd, Plymouth, Mi, 48170 A%d Must Be 
Recieved By Friday, January 16, 2009. 

$19,950.00 
$5,440.37 

$3,489.26 
$1,951.11 

$14,509.64 
$4,793.99 
$9,715.65 

$10,500.00 
$10,500.00 
$0-00 

$74,550.00 

$51,450.00 
$14,030.44 

$11,806.44 
• $2,224.00 

$37,419.59 
$12,384.02 
$25,035.57 

$10,500.00 
$10,500.00 
$0.00 

$43,050.00 

JOE BRIDGMAN, CMC CLERK 
Charter Township Of Plymouth 

Published: January 8,2009 OEOBeMsro-zxio 

F M L E D E S I G N * C O S T E F F E C T I V E C O N S T R U C T I O N 
. *with all qualifying projects - ask if your project qualifies - 7 3 4 - 7 3 7 - 0 5 0 0 

C S & c ^ S ^ / p u f f y ifa* -Mf , g 8 8 6 N . M i l l Street. n y n ^ ^ - M W ^ g a w ^ i 7 0 - 1 4 2 4 • 

D J , M A L T E S E 

w w w . d i m a i t e s e x o m 
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http://www.dimaitesexom
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B e p r e p a r e d , g u a r d a g a i n s t f i n a n c i a l s c a m s 

Ihe holiday season is 
behind us and we're all 
getting back to work 

and our normal routines. 
Unfortunately, the problems of 
2008 are still here. 

Southeast Michigan faces 
an uncertain economic future, 
particularly with the condi­

tion of the 
Big Three: 
Most of what 
is happening 
in the global 
economic cri­
sis is beyond . 
your control 
and mine. 
However, 
there are cer­
tain things 
that we can 
control and in 

those areas we must be more 
vigilant than ever. 

At the end of 2008, a major 
financial scam unfolded. By 
now, most have heard about 
the Madoff scandal. Bernard 
Madoff instrumented one of 
the biggest Ponzi schemes 
in the history of Wall Street. 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

Typically, these schemes are 
set up by flimflam artists who 
promise unrealistic returns 
and who cook the books to 
fool investors. According to 
published reports, Madoff 
scammed some of the wealthi­
est individuals in the world, 
as well as businesses and 
charitable organizations, out 
of a reported $50 billion. 

Although much of the infor­
mation about how the scam 
iWas perpetuated for years is 
Still being discovered, it is 
clear investors let their guard 
down enticedby unrealistic 
returns* 

The average investor seems 
to believe that the wealthy are 
more sophisticated, immune 
to fraud. They-can hire invest­
ment professionals who are 
supposed to be able to detect 
fraud. In my experience, the 
wealthy are just as susceptible 
as the rest of us. Investors, 
no matter what level of the 
ladder they are on, must be 
aware of unscrupulous indi­
viduals. 

In reality it is impossible 

to completely shield oneself 
from an investment fraud. 
However, there are some steps 
to minimize your risk. 

1. ) Don't invest in any­
thing that cannot be checked 
independently. I like using 
mutual funds because I can 
look at a variety of inde­
pendent sources regarding 
the fund. Investors with 
Madoff could not check out 
his investments indepen­
dently. It has been reported 
his investment policy was a 
mere few lines. 

2. ) Don't invest in anything 
that does not have a track 
record. Three, five and 10 
years are relevant. 

3. ) Don't invest in anything 
you don't understand. When 
it comes to an investment, 
take time to know how you 
can make money, how you 
can lose money and how to 
get your money out. One of 
the ways scam artists are 
able to perpetuate fraud is 
by convincing investors that 
the investment strategy is too 
complex to explain. 

4. ) Before investing, know 
the costs — what it costs 
to buy, hold and sell. One 
common thread that runs 
throughout every investment 
scam is fees. 

5. ) If something is too good 
to be true, it generally is. In 
the Madoff situation, inves­
tors were told that in good 
times, bad times, no matter 
what, they would get a 12-per­
cent return. That should have 
raised a big red flag. 

It is our responsibility to 
protect our money. We can't 
be influenced by what other 
people are doing or fooled by 
what fast-talking sales people 
want us to believe. Be proac­
tive and protect yourself and 
your hard-earned money by 
doing your homework. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer S Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400). • 

B o i k e e l e c t e d W a y n e C o u n t y C o m m i s s i o n c h a i r 

The Wayne County 
Commission Tuesday unani-
mously.elected Commissioner 
Edward A. Boike, Jr., D-Taylor, 
as chairman of the commis­
sion. The election took place 
at the commission's organiza­
tional meeting for the 2009-
2010 legislative session. 

- Boike will serve a two-year 
term as chair of the 15-person 
legislative body, and will be 
responsible for the commis­
sion's 72 employees and its 
$11.3 million annual budget. 
The commission provides fis­
cal and legislative oversight of 
Wayne County's. $2.25 billion 
budget. 

"It is truly an honor to 
selected chairman," Boike said 
in his acceptance speech. "I 
will work to uphold the Wayne 
County Charter, set policy and 
provide financial accountabil­
ity for the taxpayers of Wayne 

County." 
His agenda for the commis­

sion includes streamlining the 
organization and finding ways 
to make it work more efficient­
ly and effectively. 

With Wayne County facing 
its worst economic downturn 
since the Depression, Boike 
said the challenge facing the 
commission is to minimize 
the reduction in services and 
programs the county pro­
vides its citizens and its com­
munities. 

"Our task is to balance the 
needs and resources available 
for all 43 communities and 
be attuned to their needs " he 
said. "We must seek addition­
al funding sources to improve 
roads, maintain drains, fight 
foreclosures and redevelop 
underutilized properties." 

A common denominator 
for all 43 communities is 

the need for jobs, and Boike 
pledged that the commission 
would work in partnership 
with County Executive Robert 
Ficano to diversify Wayne 
County's economy, create new 
employment and generate 
additional tax base. 

Boike said Wayne County 
would emerge from the cur­
rent economic storm by being 
strong and united. "We 
are not a county of city and 
suburb. We are one Wayne 
County," he said. 

Boike is the longest-serv­
ing member of the commis­
sion. He was first elected 
to his seat-in 1&88, and has 
been re-etected lb times by 
the voters'mliiErict 15. His 
district includes Brownstown 
Township, Flat Rock, 
Gibraltar, Huron Township, 
Rockwood, Romulus, and 
Taylor. 

Edward Boike 

At the meeting today, com­
missioners also elected Keith 
D. Williams as vice chair of 
the commission and Ilona 
Varga as vice chair pro tem­
pore. 

Z o o ' s a d e l i g h t , 

e v e n i n w i n t e r 

When the weather outside is frightful, the Detroit Zoo's 
Wild WintefcWeekends are sure to be delightful. The 
annual series of events will be held on the second week­
ends in January* February and March, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
at the Ford Education Center. 

Wild Winter Weekends offer entertainment for the 
entire family and are a fun way to experience the magic 
Of the Detroit Zoo in the wintertime. Visitors can enjoy 
their favorite animal habitats, both indoors and out, as 
well as activities such as children's music, keeper talks, 
games and crafts. Allactivities are free with regular zoo 
admission. * 

Wild Winter Carnival — January 10 and.ll. Wild 
Winter Carnival kicks off the series of weekend events 

with face painting, car-
Wild Winter Weekends offer 
entertainment for the entire 
family and are a fun way to 
experience the magic of the 
Detroit Zoo in the wintertime. 
Visitors can enjoy their favorite 
animal habitats, both indoors 
and out, as well as activities L i v e e n t e r t a i n m e n t , s t 0 . 
such as children's music, keeper ryteiiing and a colorful 
talks, games antfcrafts. S t X " 

can create a special 

nival games, ice carv­
ing demonstrations by 
Henry Ford Community 
College and the roam­
ing entertainment 
of Zeemo's One Man 
Circus. 

Wild Winter Mardi 
Gras —• February 7 and 
•8. Celebrate Mardi Gras 
the Detroit Zoo way. 

Mardi Gras mask for the parade and collect a few prizes, 
too. 

Wild Winter Zoobilee — March 7 and 8. Come cel­
ebrate the anima] kingdom at Wild Winter Zoobilee. 
Enjoy animal arts and crafts, face painting, animal 
enrichment activities and talks by the zoo's expert keep­
ers. Live performances by Gemini both days round out 
the weekend's festivities. 

The Detroit Zoological Society is a nonprofit organiza­
tion that operates the Detroit Zoo and Belle Isle Nature 
Zoo. Situated on 125 acres of naturalistic exhibits, the 
Detroit Zoo is located at the intersection of 10 Mile and 
Woodward Avenue, just off 1-696, in Royal Oak. 

The Detroit Zoo is open daily 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
November through March and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. April 
through October. Admission is $11 for adults 15 to 61, $9 
for senior citizens 62 and older, and $7 for children ages 2 
to 14; children under 2 are free. 

For more information, call (248) 541-5717 or visit www. 
detroitzoo.org. 
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When the P lymouth-Canton Board of Education 
voted last month to move its elections from odd-year 
May to every November, Trustee Dianne Gonzalez was 
the only dissenter, arguing instead for even more cost 
savings by moving to even-year Novembers. 

We agree with Gonzalez. 
Plymouth-Canton had been splitting the $100,000 

cost of an odd-year M a y election wi th Schoolcraft 
College. However, Schoolcraft trustees recently voted 
to move to even-year November elections to reduce 
their cost to zero, because they would coincide with 
national elections. 

Had they chosen to remain with odd-year May. elec­
tions, P lymouth-Canton w o u l d have had to absorb 
the $100,000 price tag themselves. By moving to 
odd-year Novembers, distr ict officials estimate elec­
tions will cost $84,000 i n 
the odd years, when there is 
no national election. 

A s t rustees were m a k ­
ing the decision to-move to 
"every November, Gonzalez 
was arguing — correctly, i n 
our estimation — that some 
$16 ,000 i n cost sav ings 
wasn't enough. 

S h i f t i n g to even -yea r 
Novembers ce r t a in ly has 
its complications. It would 
have meant pushing the next 
election to November 2010, 
which would have added 2.5 
years to. everyone's t e r m . 
Trustee Nancy Eggenberger's 
a r g u m e n t •— "We n e e d 
to give (the community) 1 

the opportunity to vote on 
school board members" ~~ is 
a valid one. However, considering voter turnout is gen­
erally in single digits, one can wonder whether voters 
would really care if terms were extended. 

The other argument against even-year November 
elections doesn't hold much water, in our opinion. The 
idea that even-year elections "would encourage politi­
cal parties to influence our elections" suggests they 
don't already. Would a political party be dissuaded 
from exerting its influence, if it so chose, just because 
the elections are in off-years? We don't think so. 

The problems wi th a move to even-year November 
elections were* easily solved. The district, which has for 
years decried its dearth of cash, had the opportunity to 
save itself $100,000 every two years. 

Gonzalez was right — they should have taken it. 

The state Legislature has no time to waste as it digs 
in for a session that's bound to be both complex and 
controversial. 

While the budget will be an ongoing struggle, there 
are other issues for legislators to address immediately, 
without waiting for the governor's State of the State 
address. Consider the following three holdovers from 
last year. 

• Smoking ban: If ever there was ample evidence of 
the influence of lobbyists, it was found in the struggle 
over whether to ban smoking in all work places. But 
there are two clear facts that legislators need to focus 
on. 

First, smoking and indirect smoke kills people; and, 
second, other states have found that prohibiting smok­
ing doesn't kill business. 

Obviously, exceptions need to be made for such busi­
nesses as smoke shops, but this isn't rocket science. 

• Absentee voting: The concept is clear — namely, 
to increase voter participation by making voting more 
accessible to all through absentee voting. 

Given today's technology, there is no logical reason 
why people have to stand in line, sometimes for hours 
in heated contests, to vote. Voting should not be a test 
of fortitude, but a commitment to democracy. 

• School aid: State funding for education is like 
buying a car and not knowing whether you'll have 
enough to pay for it. Here's why: School budgets uni­
formly run with a budget year that begins July 1. State 
school aid, however, isn't approved until October and 
even then there are sometimes cuts made mid-year. 

The problems have been exacerbated by the poor 
economy and a Legislature that can't make up its 
mind, but the real solution is to pass legislation 
requiring that districts be given solid numbers before 
their new budgets go into effect. 

All it will take is leadership, good common sense 
and the right attitude to resolve all three issues.. 

G A I S N R T 

Kurt Kuban 
Community Editor 

Sales & Marketing 

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our 
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute 
to the business success of our customers. 

I would like to respond to the 
Observer's recent shallow and sim­
plistic editorial ("Ordinance on park 
funds alters intent of millage," Dec. 
25) regarding a proposed Wayne 
County Commission ordinance to 
return 25 percent of the parks mill-
age to funding communities. 

The editorial contends the ordi­
nance represents bad public policy 
and would divest funds from the 
intended purpose. It also suggests 
that voters approved the millage for 
improvements to county parks. 

Consider the following: 
1. Special county-wide millages are 

bad public policy. They are typically 
vaguely written, widely interrupted 
and seldom deliver on their prom­
ises. 

2. It is not unusual for 25 percent 
or more of the millage to be spent on 
non-county projects. 

3. The parks millage provides the 
county's CEO with a taxpayer slush 
fund to "buy votes" or punish or reward 
commissioners or communities. 

4. County park funds have been 
used on questionable projects, some 
may be contrary to the ballot lan­
guage. 

5. No legitimate county process 
exists to consider and grant commu­
nity projects. 

6. Only a handful of Canton resi­
dents utilize county parks, hardly 
justifying the million dollars a year 
sent to the county. 

7- A significant portion of the 
parks millage is spent on operations 
not capital improvements. 

8. The county has not increased 
general fund park funding in years. 

Given all the facts I believe that 
the commission's actions were justi­
fied. I also believe that in 2010 tax­
payers should reject renewing this 
millage. 

not delivered. The snow on the shoul­
der is not my responsibility and it's 
too dangerous to even consider shov­
eling it. Is this how it's going to be 
all winter? 

Ford Road is a main thoroughfare. 
How can it be placed on the list as 
a "blue" road? The real question I 
have, is why, if we are only going 
to get minimal plowings, doesn't 
Wayne County at least do it right and 
include the shoulder of the road. I 
also got stuck on the shoulder of the 
road trying to back into my driveway 
on Friday, so I can get a "running 
start" to get out the next time. It is 
dangerous enough pulling in and out 
of a Ford Road driveway on a sunny, 
dry day. Having to "rock" my car or 
dig it out on the shoulder is a death 
trap. 

Ford Road and its intersections 
have always been dangerous, how 
can Canton Township allow them 
to become even more of a hazard in 
inclement weather? Why can't Wayne 
County see the error of this decision? 
How many accidents or deaths will 
have to occur before someone does 
something to change this situation 
back to the plowing contract we had 
before? 

I've seen a lot of accidents and 
deaths at Ford and Beck. It took 
years to get a light there. I sure hope 
that this decision to "save money" 
doesn't end up costing anyone who 
travels Ford Road their life or the 
lives of their families. 

tion of whether they would have 
$3,000 in their pocket today, or 
have an 80 percent chance of get­
t ing $4,000. Most of the students 
took the $3,000. This is because the 
fear of losing money is bigger than 
gaining money. This is true about' 
what is going on now because people 
are taking their money out of the 
stock market now before they lose 
all of their money. Remember, i f we 
don't put money in the stock market 
now, it will only take longer for it to 
improve! 

Canton 

Canton-

I have lived on Ford Road since 
1966. On Friday, Dec. 19, it was the 
worst I have seen it. I understand 
that there was a storm that day, but 
to only plow it once, and then to not 
clear the shoulder of the road ... 

We didn't get our mail on Friday, 
1 saw the mail lady, as I drove by 
her, get out of her vehicle and walk 
to a box, thinking to myself, is she 
really going to do that all the way 
down Ford Road. I got my answer 
a few minutes later, as she gave up 
and drove by my house and all of 
my neighbors. I can't blame her, the 
post office has strict rules about 
the shoulder being cleared. I don't 
know if we had a plow come by on 
Saturday, but again the shoulder was 
not plowed and our mail was again, 

This economic crisis that we are 
in needs to be put to an end! Many 
homes are being foreclosed on here 
in Michigan. If we don't straighten 
all of this out soon, we may just enter 
another depression. 

All of this is happening because 
our stock market is down (which 
makes it extremely hard for com- -
panies to make enough money they 
need to pay the workers and pay for 
the utilities they need). Until our 
confidence rises in the stock mar­
ket, we could stay this way for quite 
a while. We need to put money back 
into th'e stock market in order for it 
to get better. Also, consumer confi­
dence is what everyone needs right 
now. As soon as everyone is confi­
dent in the stock market, they will 
invest in it once again. This would 
also help people keep their jobs and 
stop from going bankrupt. Right 
now, everyone is scared, they fear 
that if they invest their money, that 
they will lose it. 

People are crawling under a bun­
ker and pulling metal sheets over 
their heads because they think 
the sky is falling. Also, in a recent 
study, students were asked the ques-

Canion 

We have been doing some research 
on adoption for a school project 
and neither of us believes adoption 
is wrong. We actually think it is a 
very good process. Unfortunately 
there are some defects in the system. 
We believe these defects should be 
changed. One problem is that adop­
tion is too expensive for the average 
American. The average American 
makes $50,233 a year. The aver­
age cost of adoption is $20 ,000-
$30,000. That is more than half of 
the income that most adults make a 
year. 

Money is going to be needed to 
take care of the child. The economy 
is already bad enough, which results 
in some people not getting paid and 
that decreases the amount of money 
an adult gets per year. 

Another issue is that the process 
of adoption takes a long time. The 
average amount of time that it takes 
for adoption td be complete, for the 
child to be in their new parent's 
hands, is 18-30 months. When chil­
dren are taken out of orphanages or 
from their parents and placed with 
different people, it is a life-chang­
ing experience for them. If they can 
be placed with good families, why 
should the kids be deprived of a good 
life, just because of cost or time? 

G a b r i e l l e G i r o u x a n d R a c h a e l H e u e r 

Canton 

SHAKE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters .to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
615 W. Lafayette, Second Level 
Detroit, I 

Fax: 

(313) 223-4650 

E-mail: 
kkuban@hometownlife.com 

:rom its beginning, America has been a country of immigrants. And I want to encourage others to come and be 
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e yuimbai a y M c m , ircuauac IIUIH 

. a s anyone else and they should 
b o r n Syed Taj, w h o was r e c e n t l y 

areas 
s adim 

ly elected t o t h e C a n t o n B o a r d of T r u s t e e s 

mailto:kkuban@hometownlife.com


1 LOCAL NEWS 1 Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, January 8,2009 (C) 
www.hometownlife.com I L U V l l L I I L l i d I v w 

*3N 

1 . 

A mountain of toys and compassion 
Canton Goodfellows board members Lisa Rozum (left) and Corrie Caiado were surrounded by a mountain of 
toys last month as they made final preparations to deliver toys to local families through the organization's 
No Child Without A Christmas program. They are just two of the many volunteers who helped the Goodfellows 
provide Christmas cheer to 629 children and 30 seniors last month. It is a tradition that dates back to 1949, 
when the Canton Goodfellow tradition was started by Edward Hauk and Robert Waldecker, who acted as 
president and vice-president. For the last two years the Goodfellows have taken over the lower level of the 
township building to collect, sort and package Christmas for families in need. Each year the numbers grow 
larger than the previous year. This year the group was aided by "The Ford Team" (a group of 14 Ford workers 
from Dearborn), a local Girl Scout troop and teens from Plymouth Christian High School, as well as many 
others. 

Rock thrown at car 
Canton officers were called 

to the McDonald's on Michigan 
Avenue near Lotz Road Dec. 
28 after a man reported that 
a rock had been thrown at 
his windshield. The owner of 
the vehicle said he was driv­
ing eastbound on Michigan 
when the object cracked his 
windshield. He then pulled 
into the fast food restaurant 
and stopped a group of kids he 
believed were the offenders. 
When officers arrived, they 
interviewed the group and a 
boy admitting to throwing the 
rock. He was ticketed for the 
incident and turned over to his 
mother. The windshield was 
valued at $200. 

Teen vandals 
A resident of the Crossings 

of Canton apartment complex 
reported to township police 
Dec. 27 that a railing in one 
of the development's common 
areas had been damaged after 

CANTON COP CALLS 
she walked in on a group of 
teenage boys allegedly smoking 
marijuana. The woman said 
that when she entered one of 
the complex's laundry areas, 
she noticed about 15 teens who 
then ran off. As they exited, 
one of the boys ripped the rail­
ing from the wall. 

A maintenance worker for 
the complex said the railing 
was valued at $100 and con­
firmed it was the only damage 
done to the area. 

Bracelot found 
A Canton employee turned 

over a black and silver bracelet 
to officers Dec. 27 after he dis­
covered it lying on the floor in 
the police department's lobby. 
The item was bagged and placed 
with other found property. 

Stolen diamond ring 
returned 

A 31*year-old township 
woman filed a report Dec. 

Canton soldier promoted 
Private First Class Shaun 

Burke of Canton, a member 
of the 1776th Military Police 
Company, Michigan Army 
National Guard, was recently 
promoted to the rank of spe-

MILITARY NEWS 
cialist. Specialist Burke also 
recently graduated from the 
Army Warrior Transition 
Course at White Sands Missile 
Base in New Mexico. The 
Warrior Transition Course 
is a six week course for prior 

Create a new you with Canton's 100 Days of Health program 

26 to document the theft and 
return of a diamond ring she 
got as a Christmas gift from 
her husband. 

The woman said that she 
left the ring in a box near her 
front door before she left the 
residence and returned to find 
it missing. When she asked 
her roommate, a 47-year-old 
woman, about the item, the 
roommate then contacted 
her daughter, a 22-year-old 
Ypsilanti woman. 

The roommate told officers 
that her daughter had brought 
a friend to the residence 
Christmas day but that she 
hadn't noticed the theft. The 
woman said she called her 
daughter and told her to return 
the ring by the next morning or 
she was calling the police. 

The daughter then returned 
the piece of jewelry. The owner 
of the ring, which is valued at 
$300, did not want to press 
charges. 

-'By Tiffany L. Parks 

service personnel transition­
ing from either the Navy or Air 
Force. 

Specialist Burke has served 
in the Army National Guard 
for one year after serving in the 
Air Force for a year. 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

If your new year's resolution has any­
thing to do with family fitness, Canton 
Leisure Services' 100 Days to Health pro­
gram could get you off to a running start. 

"This program offers something for 
everyone," said Amy Lockmondy, Leisure 
Services health and wellness coordina­
tor. "It targets families that want to get 
healthy together." 

The annual festivities will begin at 8:30 
a.m. Jan. 17 with an aerobics session fol­
lowed by a kickoff breakfast at 9 a.m. 
Additional aerobics sessions will take 
place at 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

The program, which promotes creat­

ing "a new you" for the new year, will run 
through April 25 and features a variety of 
classes, activities, programs and special 
events. The calendar includes informa­
tional sessions on "Strong hearts for men" 
and "Healthy menopause." 

Family-friendly activities include a soc­
cer clinic, beginners Tai Chi, a skate night, 
and Wii bowling practice. Scheduled 
classes include "Healthy cooking on a bud­
get." 

Lockmondy said the program, which 
was created seven years ago, was initially 
introduced in the summer months, but 
later switched to January and was well 
received. 

"In January, people are looking for 
something to do and many make resolu­

tions to lose weight," she said, adding that 
participants are free to pick and choose 
which events to attend. 

The program, which is free for children 
age 3 and under, is $15 for Canton resi­
dents age 16 and older and $5 for township 
kids ages 4-15. The cost for non-Canton 
residents is $25 for adults and $5 for chil­
dren. 

Those interested may register before the 
kickoff, at the kickoff or anytime after­
ward. The first 500 families will receive a 
travel first-aid kit. . 

For more information, call the 100 Days 
hot line at ¢734) 394-5496 or log on to lei-
sure.canton-mi.org. 

tlparksthometownlife.com | (313) 222-5379 
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log on to momslikeme.com today and 

you'll find a community of moms just like you! 

There are features such as forums and photo 

sharing, and you'll be able to organize and 

participate in groups, connecting with local 

moms who share your interests. Create a 

personal profile page and share a little bit 

about yourself to the friends you'll make. 

Have fun at momslikeme.com! 
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a of 
/1: Fresh Fruits and 

Michigan's Finest 

L e t J o e ' s 

* ° y o u r S p e c i f . te"°fed 

F r o m h o r s S C needs-
w o c c a s i o n 

m e m o r a b l e . 

Iriscoll 
ckberries 

. 0 0 

Hot 

ib. 

Florida 
Grape 

n.oo 
Boarshead 

Honey Maple 
Turkey & Ha] 

». ^ ^6.99 i b . 

Driscoll 
Strawberries 

2/*5.00 

AuntMids 
Baby Spinach; 

2/*3.00 
Joe's Specials! 

E c k r i c h B o l o g n a . 

$ 2 . 9 9 „ , 
[ o f f m a n s H a r d S a l a i 

mm 
Driscoll 

Blueberries 
37*5.00 

_ Mild 
Cheddar 
Cheese 
$ t f 9 9 

lb. 

Florida 
Hand Picked 
Green Beans 

99 0 l i b . loose 

Joes 
Super Sub 
$499 

Dietz & Watson 
Gourmet Light 
Turkey Breast 

$6.99ib 

Boarshead 
Imported 

w w s Cheese 
$$99 

lb. 

99 

Balbera 
Piedmonte '05 $Q QQ 

t t / t / ea. 

Pecan Crusted 
Chicken 

W i l d h u r s t V i n e y a r d s 

" l e s e r v e C a b e r n e t 

S a u v i g n o n L a k e 

C o u n t y ' 0 5 

$11.99 

Gabbiano 
Chianti & 

Pinot Grigio 
$9.99 ea. 

C I 

ea. 9 9 lb. 

Rotisserie Chickens 
$ 5 . 9 9 ea. 

Grilled 
Vegetables 
$ 3 . 9 9 i b 

)fth£ 

Lattes 

gel Food 
Cake 
•90 ea. 

Great w/strawberries 
for a light dessert 

Individual Cake Slices 
$< 

Bareman's 
Gallon Milk 

$ 2 . 9 9 
All varieties 

O N 
ST* 

nil 

W. Seven Mile 
»48-478-868©" 

Mini Muffins 
Variety Pack 

$ 4 . 9 9 
Save $1.00 

Moores 
Marinades & 
Wing Sauces 

$ 3 . 4 9 

4Bears 
^nardgnnay 
Central Coast 
yalifomia '05 

$1 f\99 

Chicken 
runch Sah 

$ X 9 9 
O ib. 

Be sure to 
pre-order 

^our Football, 
Party Trays! 

Walden 
rFarrns 
dressings 
2/$7oo 
AH Varieties 

Hours; 
Mon-Sat 9-7 
Sunday 9-5 "Poultry Sale" . ort 

W h o l e o r Cut U p G r a d e A F r y e r s Only ¢ 1 . 3 9 

G r a d e A B o n e l e s s S k i n l e s s C h i c k e n B r e a s t $ 2 . 1 9 

G r o u n d T u r k e y B r e a s t Only $ 3 . 9 8 

G r o u n d C h i c k e n B r e a s t Only $ 3 . 3 9 

B e l l & E v a n s A l l N a t u r a l T u r k e y L e g s & W i n g s $ 1 . 9 8 

l b . 

l b . 

l b . 

l b . 

l b . 

C. time into Me'a Stop by 
selection of ripe refresh •i fruits* ens 

i variety otaem 
eheek^mt the Cafe Dept. t 

http://www.tiometownlife.com
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No, Mercy: Youthful Chiefs hook Marlins 
BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

With each game Canton's girls 
basketball team plays this sea­
son, the Chiefs are finding out 
how much they missed Carolann 
Sexauer last season. 

The sweet-shooting sophomore, 
who missed the entire 2007-08 
campaign with an injury, pumped 
in a team-high 11 points in 
Saturday's eye-opening 46-29 vic­
tory over Farmington Hills Mercy, 
which entered the game unbeaten. 

The triumph improved Canton's 
record to 4-0 despite a formidable 
early-season schedule that has 

. includedthe likes of Birmingham 
Marian and Howell. The Chiefs are 

PREP GIRLS HOOP 

just one win away from matching 
last year's win total when they sorely 
missed Sexauer's dead-on 

"This is a very competitive group 
cf girls, so I knew we'd be in every 
game," said Canton coach Brian 
Samulski. "Did I think we'd be 4-0 
right now? Not necessarily, but I 
knew we'd be competitive." 

The Chiefs' attack was the epitome 
of balanced as Sara Schmitt added 
10, Kayla Bridges twined eight and 
Kari Schmitt recorded six. 

Kari Schmitt excelled in all phases 
of the game, adding 11 rebounds and 
seven blocked shots. 

Bridgette Hickey led the Marlins 

with 10 points. 
"I thought Alyssa Cottrell and 

Sara Schmitt did a great job defen­
sively on their leading scorer, Jordan 
Mueller," Samulski added. "And 
Robyn Mack did a really nice job 
running the point for us." 

Canton led from the get-go and 
never looked back, building leads of 
14-9 after one quarter and 24-13 at 
the break. 

The Chiefs padded their advan­
tage to 36-20 with eight minutes to 
play. 

Canton nailed six of nine free 
throws while the1 Marlins misfired 
on all six of their shots from the 
charity stripe. 

ewrightdhometownlife.com | (734) 953-2108 

Klonowski the hero 
in Plymouth's win 
Stacey Klohowski sent the Plymouth girfe basketball fans 

home happy Thesday night when she converted apufcback 
wim less tbl^ibur seconds to . 
SouthgateAnderson,38-37. 

Klonowski, who finished with eight points and six 
rebounds, grabbed the rebound following a missed Kelsi 
Robinson Jumper and the ball into the hoop to cap an exciting 
non-conference game. 

Senior center Shaakira Haywood played a pivotal role in the 
Wildcats' victory, too, netting 16 points and seven rebounds. 

Becca Jarvis led the Titans with 16 points. 
Plymouth trailed, 22-14, at the half 

Salem falls to Cougars in 20T 
BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

In a game overflowing with intensity and 
tenacity, it was only fitting that the most 
intense and tenacious player on the court in 
Tuesday night's thrill-a-minute showdown 
between Salem and Garden City made the loud­
est impact. 

That would be Garden City senior guard 
Ronald Pummill, who was the ring-leader of the 
Cougars' high-drama 80-76 triumph over the 
host Rocks. 

Pummill not only poured in a game-high 25 
points —15 were the result of five long-range 
triples — he repeatedly fired up his teammates 
and the large contingent of "Cougar Crazies" on 
hand with enthusiasm-injecting fist pumps and 
loose-baH-chasingfloor dives. 

"He's fearless," said Garden City head coach 
Greg Williamson, in reference to his wiry and 
fiery 6-foot-2,175-pound senior captain. "With 
all due respect to Ron, he's not the quickest 
athlete out there, but he compensates in other 
ways. He's a great leader and our best shooter." 

The victory improved Garden City's record to 
4-1 while Salem slipped to 1-3. 

The contest's early hero was Rock junior 
guard Blake Hayes, who made quite a first 
impression in his first career varsity start. 

Hayes, who suffered a five-stitch gash on his 
chin after absorbing an inadvertent elbow in 
gym class earlier in the day, hurt the Cougars by 
scoring all 13 of the Rocks' first-quarter points 
before tacking on four more in the second 
stanza. 

Due in part to a defensive adjustment made 
by Williamson, who assigned Pummill to check 
Hayes after the half, Hayes cooled down after 
the intermission, but still finished with a team-
high and career-high 22 points. 

"Blake definitely has the ability to score," said 
TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

P l e a s e s e e HOOPS, B2 
Salem's Blake Hayes drives through Garden City defenders Bryan Grace (left) and Chris 
Crawford Tuesday evening for two of his 22 points. The Rocks lost, 80-76, in double-overtime. 

Moss rolls 
in Wildcat 
cagers' win 

BY ED WRIGHT 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER1 

Once Southgate Anderson's bas­
ketball team realized it wasn't going 
to stop Plymouth's Justin Moss 
Tuesday night, the Titans attempted 
to at least contain him. 

That didn't work very well either. 
Moss, only a sophomore, had a 

career night in the Wildcats' 45-40 
road victory. The 6-foot-6 center 
exploded for 15 points, 10 rebounds, 
five blocked shots and two steals. 

"Southgate came out in a man-to­
man defense and they couldn't stop 
(Moss)," said Plymouth coach Tom 
VanWagoner. "After awhile, they 
switched to a zone to try and slow it 
down. Justin played a great game." 

Another sophomore — Mike 
Nadratowski — also turned in a stel­
lar effort for the winners, registering 
10 points two assists and two steals. 

Nadratowski and senior forward 
Brad Lineberry put the win on ice 
by each swishing a pair of clutch free 
throws in the final minute. 

The victory evened Plymouth's 
record at 2-2 while the Titans fell to 
1-4. 

"The most important thing about 
this game was that we finished 
what we started" said VanWagoner, 
whose team led 11-8 after one quar­
ter, 18-16 at the half and 28-24 with 
eight minutes to play. "Once we got 
the lead, we never trailed after that 
We made the plays we needed to 
make to win." 

Nick Horiatis and Mike Kozar 
both scored 13 points to lead the 
Titans. 

Guelph overcomes early 
deficit to upend Whalers 

The Plymouth Whalers led 
3-1 after one period of play over 
Guelph on Saturday night at 
Compuware Arena, but then the 
Whalers ran into a second-period 
Storm, when Guelph responded 
with three unanswered goals to 
build a 4-3 lead en route to a 5-4 
victory. 

Guelph improved to 22-13-2-
3; Plymouth is now 17-18-4-0. 

Whalers rookie forward Myles 
McCauley scored on Guelph 
goaltender Jake Fischer just 1:13 
into the game for his third goal 
of the season. 

Guelph captain Matt Kennedy 
led the Storm attack with a goal 
(17th) and two assists to earn the 
game's first star honors. 

Peter Holland (18th), Tim 
Priamo'(7tb), Luke Pither (16th) 
and Nathan Martine (1st) also 
scpred for Guelph. 

Plymouth received single 
goals from McCauley (3rd), Beau 
Schmitz (3rd), Ryan Hayes (12th) 
and Patrick Lee (10th). Vern 
Cooper registered three assists 
and AJ Jenks contributed a pair 
of helpers. 

The Whalers snapped a 1-1 

tie late in the first period on an 
extended two-man advantage 
on goals from Schmitz at 16:49 
(snap-shot high slot) and Hayes 
at 17:39 (one-timer from the 
lower rim of the left circle) to 
lead 3-1 after 20 minutes. 

But Guelph came right back 
early in the second period with a 
three-goal flurry in the span of 
2:13 to take their first lead of the 
game. 

Guelph outshot Plymouth, 16-
3, in the second period and led 
4- 3 after 40 minutes. 

Martine gave Guelph a 5-3 
lead at 2:20 of the third period 
with a one-timer from the high 
slot. Plymouth pressured in the 
period and got one back on Lee's 
wrap around at the left post at 
14:52 to cut the Guelph lead to 
5- 4. 

The Storm outshot Plymouth, 
31-26. 

Plymouth is on the road this 
week, playing in Kingston on 
Friday, Belleville on Saturday 
and Ottawa on Sunday before 
returning home on Friday, Jan. 
16, against Barrie at 7:05 p.m. at 
Compuware Arena. 

Epitome of 

Plymouth's Alisha Punjabi 
(above) and Salem's 
Katie Koetting (left) 
focus on the task at hand 
during Saturday's Salem 
Invitational gymnastics 
meet at Plymouth High 
School. Unfortunately, 
results of the competition 
were not available as of 
Tuesday night's deadline. 

Martin nominated 
Plymouth High 

School senior Connor 
Martin has been nomi­
nated to win the Old 
Spice Red Zone Player 
of the Year award. 

This past fall, Martin 
anchored the Wildcats' 
defense from his mid­
dle-linebacker position, 
earning All-KLAA hon­
ors as well as first-team 
All-Observer accolades. 

As a result of being 
nominated, Martin is 
among a select group of 
players who are eligible 
to be honored in a full-
page feature in USA 
Today in February! 

For the eighth 
straight year, Old 
Spice® is recognizing 
high school football' 
players who go above 
and beyond the call of 
duty, particularly in .. 
athletes who are able to 
elevate their play and 
step up when the heat is 
really on. These athletes 
embody leadership, per­
formance and desire, 
and serve as examples 
to their teammates on 
and off the field. 

Martin is also eliji 
to be named one of 50 
national Players of the 
Year. The top 50 pla^ 
ers nationwide will 
be named Red Zone 
Players of the Year and 
will receive a plaque 
and other awards. 

Ex-Rock harriers 
excel at WSU 

Dan Kapadia and 
Kevin deBear, both 
graduates of Salem 
High School, played 
major roles in the 
Wayne State University 
men's cross country 
team's 12th place finish 
at the NCAA Division 
II Championships held 
in Slippery Rock, Pa., in 
November. 

Kapadia, a junior,. 
placed 59th in 32:48' 
while deBear, a fresh­
man, finished in 86th 
place with a clocking of 
33:16. 

Pistons cfinic 
The Detroit Pistons 

Youth Basketball Clinic 
will be coming to Ward 
Presbyterian Church in 
Northville on Saturday, 
Jan. 31. 

Coach Steve 
Moreland returns for 
the 10th consecutive >: . 
year. 

The first session for 
boys and girls, grades 
one-three, runs from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

The second session 
for boys and girls,. . 
grades four-six, runs 
from noon to 2:30 p.m. 

The cost is $20 per 
child. Each participant 
will receive an authen­
tic "Piston Basketball" 
T-shirt free. 

Plus, parents will 
be able to purchase 
Piston tickets to a game 
at a special discount 
and have their entire 
family attend the pre-
game "shoot around" 
atcourtside. Forpre-
registration and church 
location, contact Margy 
Burkhart at (248) 
374-5932 or margy. 
burkhart@wardchurch. 
org. 
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Salem coach Bob Brodie. "He's 
a good shooter and tonight he 
got some points inside even 
though he's not a real big guy. 

"Overall, our half-court 
offense was not very effective 
tonight and theirs was. They 
did a good job of moving the 
ball around then kicking it out 
to number 23 (Pummill) and 
number 40 (Bryan Grace), 
who killed us with the threes. 
We had some good individual 
efforts tonight, but we did not 
play well as a team." 

Grace added 20 for the win­
ners, who were also bolstered 
by the blue-collar effort of 
senior center Kevin Burek, 
who tallied eight points and 
sevenboards. ,t > 

"Kevin didn't have the big 
numbers, but he had a lot to 
do with us winning tonight," 
said Williamson. 

Garden City senior point 
guard Chris Crawford not. 
only excelled at distributing 
the rock through the Rocks, 
he netted 16 points, six of-
which came during the final 
2:36 of the second OT. ' 

Hayes sealed his memorable 
first half by executing a steal-
and-lay-up with one second 
left to stake the Rocks to a 33-
26 advantage. 

Salem inflated its biggest 
lead to 37-28 early in the third 
quarter on a pair of Heath 
Parling free throws, but the 
Cougars clawed back to 47-46 
at the end of the quarter. 

The remainder of the game 
was about as much fun as a 
weekend-long stay at Cedar 
Point as the lead changed 
hands seven times over the 
final 16 minutes. 

A three-point dagger 
from Grace with 2:15 left in 
regulation put the Cougars 
up 59-56, but Salem's Joe 
Posler countered with an old-
fashioned three-point play 18 
seconds later to knot the score 
at 59-all. 

Fifty-six seconds later, 
Posler's driving layup gave 
Salem a 61-59 lead, which 
vanished on Garden City's 

-A 
.1 ' j 

TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Saiem's Jake Peterson and Garden City's Kevin Burek battle for a rebound 
during Tuesday night's match-up. 

ensuing possession when 
Burek's put-back evened 
things up again. 

Salem called a timeout with 
32 seconds left in regulation, 
but Parling was forced to 
force an off-balance 17-footer 
as the buzzer sounded. 

The Cougars jumped to a 
66-61 edge in the first two 
minutes of the first overtime 
thanks to a Pummill three, 
and an inside hoop from 
Burek, but Salem retaliated 
with a three from Jimmy 
Dexter and a steal and layup 
from Posler to pull to within 
68-66 with 30.7 seconds left. 

After the Cougars misfired 
on the front end of a one-and-
one free throw opportunity 
with 16 seconds left, senior 
guard Anthony Mullins forced 
a second OT with a driving 
layup through the heart of the 
GC defense with 0:01 left. 

Junior center Jake Peterson 
gave Salem a 70-68 lead with 
a put-back one minute into 
the final overtime, however, 
the Cougars countered with a 
12-3 run over the next 2:52 to 
seal the win. 

Posler netted 15 points and 
eight boards for Salem while 
Dexter added 14 points and 10 
rebounds. 

Mullins (11 points) and 
Peterson (four points, nine 
rebounds) both played well in 
reserve roles. 

Demetrius Burton was stel­
lar for the winners, chipping 
with nine points and 30-plus 
minutes of hustle. 

Garden City connected on 
21 of 27 free throws (77-7 per­
cent) while the Rocks knocked 
down 10 of 17 freebies (58,8). 

ewright@hometowfilife.com 
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Slow start dooms Chiefs in 
low-scoring setback to RU 

BY TIM SMITH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Entering Tuesday's varsity 
boys basketball contest against 
visiting Canton, the game plan 
designed by Redford Union 
head coach Brett Steele was 
pretty simple. 

Limit the damage done by 
Chiefs'sophomore point guard 
Deitrich Lever, who earlier this 
season helped trigger a 73-66 
victory over Ferndale. 

The game plan worked to 
perfection as the Panthers (3-1) 
•held, Lever to just seven points 
while earmng-a 42-32 non-
conference triumph. Canton 
(2.4) managed justsix points in 
the first half.. 

"They're very good with drill 
penetration} especially the 
sophomore kid Lever," Steele 
said. "We knew that we could 
not allow him to get going. 

"... Lever's really good with 
the basketball, he made a lot 
of threes against Ferndale but 
we thought that was the lesser 
of two evils: Don't let him pen­
etrate and create for others." 

Canton head coach Dan 
Colligan credited RU's defen­
sive savvy in holding down his 
squad. 

"I give a lot of credit to 
Redford Union for halting our 
rhythm," Colligan said. "They 
are so good at making sure 
you're efficient on offense. 

"And defensively, this is one 
of the best teams in the area 
every year and they knew 
exactly what they had to do." 

Canton also played well 
on defense, especially center 
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Participating Merchants: 
Busch's Supermarket 

Subway 
One Hour Martinizing 

Dry Cleaners 

Dunkin Donuts 
Domino's Pizza 

Emagine Theater 

Image Sun Tanning 
Jax Car Wash 

Hawthorn Valley 
Golf Course 

George Muresan, who grabbed 
six rebounds and blocked 
RU senior center Leonard 
Wernette-Leff twice during the 
Chiefs' excellent third quarter. 

WORTH REMEMBERING 
In that frame, a 9.-0 Canton 

burst opened up the third, with 
guard Kyle Biega nailing two 
treys and guard Marian Green 
hitting another. 

Canton outscored the 
Panthers 13-6 to trail just 20-
19 entering the fourth. 

"To be a real good, solid 
team, you can'trelax," said 
Steele referring to Canton's 
run, which quickly erased 
the Panthers' halftime edge. 
"Especially with the way we : 
play the game. So that was a 
good lesson learned" . 

Canton went up 23-20 early 
in the fourth on back t̂o-back 
buckets by Green (7'points) and 
Sherif Hassanien. 

But Wernette-Leff (13 
points) broke loose for a bas­
ket inside the paint and that 
seemed to get the RU offense 
back on track. 

Senior guard Anthony Wash 
(17 points) connected on a 
couple layups with about five 
minutes to go to give RU a 26-
23 lead and the Panthers did 
not relinquish it the rest of the 
way. 

Helping seal the victory for 
RU (3-1) was tenacious play all 
over the floor by senior point 
guard Julian Rivera (5 points) 
and dead-on foul .shooting by 
Wash, who hit eight of eight 
attempts in the fourth. 

"That's what our senior play­

ers have to do," Steele said. 
"Leonard and Anthony are 
going to have to, as we say, tote 
the mail all year long. 

"And I thought Julian Rivera 
-was outstanding, he made a 
couple terrific penetration 
plays." 

Rivera's ability to make the 
most out of every possible pos­
session in the fourth, when the • 
Chiefs got into early foul trou­
ble, proved "essential to our 
victory," the coach continued. 

Also chipping in for the 
Panthers were seniors Matt 
Macek and Quentin Peterson, 
who each connected on triples. 

Canton's Colligan, mean-i;,: 
while, said his team ran outof 
quality scoring opportunities t 

against RU's defensive pres-- --
sure. 

"We're a shooting team, an£| 
when we're shooting jump p 
shots sometimes they're going; 
to be in or they're going to be 
out," he explained. "It came 
down to getting possessions, 
trying to get as many pos­
sessions as possible and get 
enough shots to take back the 
lead. 

"Basketball is a game of runs, 
and once you make that run 
and get over, it's hard to keep 
it. Our team is working on 
doing that." 

Steele said the win gives his 
team some momentum enter­
ing Friday's "Mega White open­
er at Wyandotte Roosevelt, last 
season's league champs. "We're 
looking forward to that chal­
lenge." 

tsmith@hometownlife.com 

Ex-Rock Langham leads Ocelots over St. Clair 
BY TIM SMITH 

" OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Eight is more than enough 
for Schoolcraft College's 
women's basketball team, 
which methodically breezed to 
Saturday's 79-50 victory over 
visiting St. Clair County. 

Sparking the No. 7-ranked 
Lady Ocelots (10-2,3-0 in 
the Michigan Community 
College Athletic Association) 
to another conference victory 
were sophomore forward and 
Plymouth Salem product Tayler 
Langham (17 points) and fresh­
man center April Goins, who 
tallied a double-double with 18 
points and 10 rebounds. 

They were augmented 
by sophomore point guard 
Brittany Collins' 14 points 
(along with five boards, five 
assists and five steals) and 
sophomore forward Sheray 
Brown (10 points, 11 rebounds). 

"We lost some people so 
everybody was tired," said 
Langham, referring to ineligi­
ble players reducing-the team's 
12-player roster (as listed on 
handouts at Schoolcraft) to 
eight. "But we just dfd what we 
always do. It was a good game." 

Langham — fresh off a 42-
point performance Dec. 21 
against Glendale in Arizona — 
is one of the major reasons why 
Schoolcraft head coach Karen 
Lafata is very optimistic that 
the Lady Ocelots can take care 
of the conference and region­

a l and qualify for the national 
tournament. 

"Our style of play is perfect 
for her," Lafata noted. "She's 
like the Energizer Bunny, she 
just goes, goes, goes. You know, 
when we get a rebound and our 
point guard gets the ball, she 
(Langham) is our first look." 

Having just eight players, 
meanwhile, isn't an issue with 
Lafata, who isn't worried about 
fatigue setting in. 

"I have eight players that are 
in great shape, they love to run 
and that's what we're going 
to do.... At the Ju-Co level, a 
lot of teams only have eight or 
nine players." 

Against St. Clair (7-6, 1T2), 
Schoolcraft's speed, tough­
ness and defensive pressure all 
over the floor sparked ah early 
surge that the Skippers had no 
answer for. 

Langham stole an in-bounds 
pass in the St. Clair end and 
sank a hook shot from inside 
the paint to make it 19-6 with 
11:20 to goJiUhe first,halfr.. ,- . 
and Brown'followed up i^tli a : 

bucket. i v . s I -- ' 
With about nine minutes 

remaining,'Langham went to 
work again. 

She tallied back-to-back 
layups within seconds and 
suddenly it was 25-9. 

The 6-6 Goins, who Lafata . 
said can*jumpfout of a gym," 
took it from there by scoring 10 
points over the final eight min­

utes or so to help Schoolcraft 
take a 45-26 halftime lead. 

"I think our first half really 
set the tone," said Lafata, list­
ing speed, defensive pressure 
"and O U T ability to get out and 
finish and get the ball to where 
it needs to be" as factors. 

The Lady Ocelots also were 
strong near the basket and ' 
zoomed to their defensive 
posts elsewhere on the floor, 
leaving the Skippers to errant­
ly throw up too many shots to 
chip away at the double-digit 
deficit. 

In the second half, the 
Skippers came out with 
more energy, with freshman 
guards Jessica Stevenson (9 
points) and Chanahl Putnam 
(14 points, 5 rebounds, 6 
steals) and freshman forward 
Charmaine Blessett (8 points, 
8 boards) combining to key a 
brief rally. 

But the closest St. Clair 
could get was 18 points (49-31) 
with about 17 minutes left. 

Other solid performances 
for Schoolcraft were turned 
in by freshman forward and 
Southfield-Lathrup alum 
Amber Avery (8 points, 7 
rebounds) and freshman spark­
plug guard Angela Burrell (3 
points, 5 boards, 4 assists). 

"Overall, I'll give the game 
a B-plus and go from there," 
Lafata said. 

tsmith@hometownlife.com 

Salem icers fall to Churchill̂ 6-4 
Livonia Churchill goaltender 

Adrian Motta stopped a penal­
ty shot with only 1:05 remain­
ing and Dan Bostick tallied an 
empty-netter off the ensuing 
face-off to give the Chargers a 
6-4 boys hockey win Tuesday 
night over host Salem at the 
Plymouth.Cultural Center. 

Brent Mishowski tallied a 
pair of power-play goals along 
with an assist as Churchill 
improved to the 2-3-2 overall 
and 2-1-2 in the South Division 
of the Kensington Lakes 

BOYS BASKETBALL 
Friday, Jan. 9 

Detroit Urban Lutheran at PCA, 7:30 p.m. 
Canton Agape at Luth. South, 7:30 p.m. 

W.L. Central at Canton, 7 p.m. 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 

Friday, Jan. 9 
Calvary Christian at PCA, 5:30 p.m. 

Canton Agape at Luth. South, 6 p.m. 
Canton at Northville, 7 p.m. 

Plymouth at Novi, 7 p.m. 
• • Franklin at Salem, 7 p .m. . 

PREP GIRLS HOCKEY 
Friday, Jan. 9 

PCS at Liggett at 
McCann Arena, 4:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 10 
W.L. Western at PCS at 

Arctic Edge, 8 p.m. 
PREP BOYS HOCKEY 

Friday, Jan. 9 
Riverview Gabriel Richard at Canton 

Activities Association. 
Drew Sieber also scored; 

twice for the Chargers, who led 
2-0 after one period. 

Ryan Cioch had the other 
goals, while Steven Kilsz, Alex 
Smythe and Bostick each con­
tributed two assists. Stefan 
Kubas also had a helper. 

Salem, which drops to 1-4-2 
in the Kensington Conference's 
South Division, rallied with 
four goals in the second period 
- one each by Sam Ott, Mike 
Hochkins, Ed Nadorowicz and 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
. at Arctic Edge, 8:30 p.m. 

•South Lyon at Salem 
at Plymouth Cultural Center, 8:30 p.m. 

Livonia.Franklin at Plymouth at 
Compuware Arena, 7 p.m. 

PREP WRESTLING 
Saturday, Jan. 10 

Canton at Catholic Central Invite, 9 a.m. 
Salem at Adrian "8" Tournament, 10 a.m. 

Plymouth Wildcat Team "8" Invite, 10 a.m. 
PREP GYMNASTICS 

Thursday, Jan. 8 
Plymouth at Livonia Blue, 6:30'p.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 10 
Canton at Roekford Invite, 8 a.m. 

BOYS SWIMMING 
Thursday, Jan. 8 

Canton at Franklin, 6:30 p.m. 
Salem at Northville, 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, Jan. 9 
Plymouth at Tecumseh Invite, TBA 

Saturday, Jan. 10 

Kyle Powell.. ," 
: • "We had a' great first period," 
Churchill coach/PeteMa'zzqhi 
said; 'we've been struggling 
to score goals and we played 
more wide open and Salem 
took advantage in the second 
period. Then we did a good job 
of clamping down in the third 
period." 

Motta stopped 8-of-12 shots, 
but none bigger than Ott's pen­
alty shot attempt. 

Adam" Powers had 21 saves 
forthe Rocks. 

Rock Kilgore Invitational 
at Salem, noon 

Plymouth at Tecumseh invite, TBA 
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

Monday, Jan. 5 
Schoolcraft at Flint Mott CC, 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 7 
Indiana Tech at Madonna, 7:30 p.m. 

Kirkland CC at Schoolcraft, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 10 

Cornerstone at Madonna, 3 p.m. 
Schoolcraft at Wayne Co. CC, 3 p.m. 

WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 
Monday, Jan. 5 

Schoolcraft at Flint Mott CC, 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 7 

Kirtland CC at Schoolcraft, 5:30 p.m. 
Madonna at Indiana Tech, 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 10 . 
Madonna at Cornerstone, 1 p.m. 

Schoolcraft at Wayne Co. CC, 3 p.m. 


