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Failed anti-bullying

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A push by Michigan lawmakers to
curb school violence by adopting anti-
bullying legislation will be revived after
a state Senate vote on a pair of bills was
blocked in December, a Lansing official
confirmed Friday.

Longtime anti-bullying law proponent
state Sen. Glenn Anderson, D-Westland,
said there “certainly will” be efforts to approve
legislation similar to laws already in place ina
majority of states.

Anderson’s remarks came after state Sen.
Alan Cropsey, R-Dewitt, the majority floor
leader, refused to allow a Senate vote on two
House-approved bills that would have required
Michigan school districts to establish policies
regarding school bullying, based on a definition
outlined in a state Board of Education policy.

“He wouldn't allow it to come up for a vote
even though it was on the (Senate} calendar;,”
Anderson said.

Cropsey couldn't be reached for comment
last week. One of his staffers said he was on
vacation. ] ‘

The latest legislation would have forced
school districts to provide copies of their anti-
bullying policies to the Michigan Department
of Education which, in turn, would report
on them to the Michigan Department of
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bill not dead yet

Education. Some lawmakers believe
that school districts already have
adequate measures to protect stu-
dents from violence and bullying, But
Bernadette Brown, director of policy
for the Triangle Foundation, said

B cfforts to block the latest bills “ended
B an effort to protect young people

in Michigan from harassment and
assault”

While some opponents view anti-
bullying legislation as gedred toward gay and
leshian students, Anderson said the bills actu-
ally would protect all students. According to
the Triangle Foundation, which is a statewide
civil rights, advocacy and anti-violence orga-
nization for gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans-
gender people, the latest legislative package
was titled Matt’s Safe Schools Law in honor of
Matt Epling, an East Lansing eighth-grader
who committed suicide in 2002 after a bazing
incident.

Anti-bullying law supporters said it bad
appeared the Republican-controlled Senate
was ready to move on the legislation until it was
blocked from a vote.

“This is certainly as close as we've ever come
to getting this passed,” Anderson said.

Now, he said, the process will have to begin
anew at the committee level.

delem@homatownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

Leading by example

Canton official hopes other Asian
Americans assume leadership roles

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

human being no matter where

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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events management company.

said. “I would be a fool not to
connect these dots.”
And she’s starting to see the

Setting new qoals

After four Olymp|cs Taormina §

starts fwo busmesses
BY REBECCA JONES for the Livonia nzitwe who has
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER taken performance standards
seriously for many years.

Four months after partici- Taormina, the first female
pating in her fourth Olympic  athlete to qualify for the
games, Sheila Taormina has Olympics in three different
traded in training for 12-hour  sports, is 2 swimming gold
workdays. medalist 1996), two-time tri-

$he’s building two busi- athlete (2000 and 2004) and
nesses that “connectthe dots”  modern pentathlete (2008).
between her life as a profes- Upon retiring from com-
sional athlete and her future,  petition, Taormina, who
helping people be healthy. now lives in Whitmore

“Thave unique opportuni-  Lake, and business partner
tiesin front of me,” Taormina  Eva Sclomon of Ann Arbor,

started EST Events, planning
multi-sport and endurance

PHOTCS BY TOM: HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Shelia Taormina, a Livonia native and Olympic athleté, talks about one of her new ventures, EST Events, a‘mutti-sport _

. fun in sports. It’s a realization

Please see TAORMINA, AS

Livonia native Shelia Taormina describes her
Speedo LZR racing swimsuit, which is more
technologically advanced'to redgce drag,

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER it happens,” he said, adding that
‘ his wife, Sofia, visited Pakistan Canton's Syed Taj, who was born
He didn’t do it out of bore- in August. “Terrorisim has to in India, was recently elected to
dom oradesireto makeaname  stop. Its aworldwide phenom-  the Canton Township Board of
for himself ortonaboneofthe  enon that has not happened Trustees, '
comfortable seats at the dais. overnight. This goes back many “In the beginning, some
- Syed Taj says his success- years and all of humanity hasto  people didn’t take my campaign
ful campaign for a spot on the condemn these acts.” seriously. They thought it was
Canton Township board was Immediately following the ajoke,” he said, adding that
designed to set an example to outbreak in India’s financial President-elect Barack Obama's
the region’s Asian population. capital, Taj said therewas“alot  popularity served as an advan-
“Look at the governor of oftalk goingin and out” among  tage to his own Democratic bid.
Louisiana,” Taj said, referring  * Indian famikies in the area. “I was the underdog, but I knew
to the 2007 election of Piyush “Not all Pakistanis (are to 1 could win and I just want
“Bobby” Jindal, the first Indian ~ blame) because this groupalso  to help my community. This
American elected to statewide  causes problems in Pakistan,” is a dream come true and I'm
office in U.S. history. ‘Manyof. - he says, while relaxing inside excited about Canton.”
our children enter professional  the home he built in the Aziz Taj, who ran his campaign
careers, but wemusthave apart  Estates subdivision, which he under the belief that the town-
in the affairs of the country, - developed with his brother<in-  ship board should reflect the
too. America is a place where law. area’s diverse population, said
anyone can do anything if they Before touching down in he hopes he succeeds in his
follow the rules.” Canton, Taj practiced medicine  goal of inspiring others to enter
And while the 63-year-old - in Great Britain. politics.
chief of medicine for Qakwood “Al of iy wife's siblings were “From its beginning, America
Hospital in Deathornisntshy  here and they wanted to be hasbeen a country of immi-
about professing his love for together,” he said, adding that grants,” he said. “And I want to
America, heis still connectedto  he, Sofia and their son, Asad, encourage others to come and
his native India and expresses were the last of their family to be a part of the political system,
frustration at the recentterror-  move into the 52-home devel- because none of the young kids
ist attacks in Mumbaithathave  opmentnear Palmerand Lotz growing up here are going back
been attributed to a banned roads. to India. They are as American
group in Pakistan. Nearly 200 Having grown fond of as anyone else and they should
people died in the three-day Canton, Taj said he decided to be a part of the government’s
attacks. run for local office to inspire administration.”
“This (hit) veryclosetohome,  others, as well as aid in Canton's .
but it should be close to every growth, tiparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 9532170

Two pedestrians struck and

killed on same evening

BY ALEX LUNDBERG
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Two pedestrians were struck
and killed in separaté traffic
incidents on Saturday, Dec.

27, a grim first for Redford
Township. ‘

Ecorse native Nichelle
Alexander, 37, died after she
was struck by a vehicle as
she crossed Five Mile Road
to attend a family wedding
reception. Later that night,
Tyra Goins-Townsend, 46, of
Redford was kilied as she tried
to cross Telegraph Road near
the I-96 interchange.

Alexander was attending the
wedding reception of her cous-
in, the groom, Roberi Coleman
of South Carolina. Coleman
said his cousin and her 16-year-
old daughter had to park across
the street from the Jaycees hall,
15585 Beech Daly.

"“A man in a truck in the left-
hand lane had slowed to stop
for her and her daughter to get
across,” Coleman said. “A carin
the right-hand lane didn't stop
and hit her.”

Coleman said Alexander
was thrown by the impact.
According to Redford Sgt,
Duane Gregg, Alexander
was transported to Botsford
Hospital and pronounced
dead at 6:37 p.m. Gregg said
Alexander had been hit by
a 24-year-cld Redford man
heading southbound on Beech
Daly. While the investigation
is ongoing, Gregg said alcohol
and drugs have been ruled out
as contributing factors in the
fatality.

Later that day, Goins-
Townsend and a friend, a 46-
year-old Van Buren Township-
woman, had parked their
carin the lot of Mr. Alan’s

Sportswear, 14157 Telegraph,
and were crossing the road on
foot just after 11 p.m. to get to
a nightclub on the other side.
A 45-year-old Detroit man
was driving in the southbound
lanes and reported veering to
the right when he saw a woman
standing on the shoulder on
the left side of the road. It was
then, Gregg said, the man.
struck Goins-Townsend,

Goins-Townsend was trans--
ported to Botsford Hospital - -
where she was pronounced -
dead at 11:52 p.m. Gregg said
police believe aleohol may be’
a factor in the woman’s death
and the investigation is stillin
progress.

“Never before has the town-
ship had two fatal accidents in
one day,” Gregg said.

alundberg®hometowniife.com
(734) 953-2109
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BY KAREN SMITH
_O&E STAFF WRITER

If theres a silver lining to
the dark economic clouds
hanging overhead, it’s that

" people are going back to pay-
ing for their purchases with
cash instead of credit.

“I think there is a move-
ment; I think part of it has
been forced on people (by
the tightening credit mar-
ket),” said financial planner
Rick Bloom, author of the
column Money Matters in
the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.

But that’s not a bad thing,
Bloom said.

“I think Americans got
addicted to easy credit,” he
said. “If you can only pay the
minimum payment, you can't
afford the item.”

Living within your means

-~ spending less than you
earn — is an old-fashioned
lifestyle that provides peace of
mind, said bankruptcy attor-
ney Michael D. Lieberman of
Southfield.

“The ahjlity to sleep at

‘night is the way I look at it,”

Lieberman said, adding that
overspending adds a lot of
needless stress to households
and marriages. :

But, if you're used to pull-
ing out the plastic, how do you
make the transition to paying
for everything with cash?

Start by tracking every dol-
lar you bring home and every
dollar you spend for three to
six months, Bloom said. That
way you can identify where
you can cut back your spend-
ing.

“Families need to create a
budget, and the numbers have

| LOCAL NEWS

to be realistic,” Lieberman -
said, adding that it comes
down to discipline, “It’s know-
ing what you have-and not
spending more than you have;
if you don't have it, then you
shouldn't spend it.”

Bloom said it’s OK to watch
expenses closely, even if it
means appearing “cheap” to
family members and friends.

“Pm tight with a buck, and
I don’t have a problem admit-
ting that to people,” Bloom
said. “To me, that’s one of
the things people have to get
over.”

Candy Wright, manager
of the immediate counsel-
ing group for GreenPath, a
nonprofit credit counseling
service with offices in Troy,
Southfield and Farmington
Hills, said it’s more impor-
tant during a bad economy

~ Anexceptional home-like setling for Active/Alert,
Memory Impaired, Frail/Recovering and Alzheimer’s residents.

-24 Hour Professional Staffing
~Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day
-On Call Nurse Practitioner

-Planned Activities

8121 Lilley, Located beﬁve’eh ‘_Jd)‘r" & Warren Roads

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard
-Medication Management -

-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
~-incontinence Management

-Beauty & Barber Shop
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. for.people to bave a budget
-and stick with it. With over-
time and bonuses no longer

- 'a given, people,must adjust
their lifestyles to match their
regular take-home pay.

She said budgets aren’t set
in stone and can be adjusted -
as necessary. ‘Tt is something
that’s a work in progress,” she
said.

If yon have credit card
debt, your budget will need
to include monthly payments

to get out of debt. “Make sure -

vou know who you owe and |
start working on a plan to get
out of debt,” Wright said.

Once you've tracked your
expenses and cut them back
to where they're less than
your take-home pay, it's time
to build an emergency fund of
three to six months’ worth of
living expenses.

A former Westland man
who had eluded authorities
for four years was arraigned
on arson charges Friday
after he was captured in
Minnesota, police Sgt. Todd
Adams said.

The 25-year-old man is
wanted on charges he and
another defendant; who
already did jail time, started
two laundry room fires in
April 2004 at Willow Creek
Apartments, a Westland com-

Economic crash has consumers paying cash

“Too many people don't
have an emergency fund,”
Bloom said, adding that
people have been using their
home equity lines of credit
when they unexpectedly have
to buy a new furnace or make
repairs to a car.

The next stepistodoa
personal and family balance
sheet listing all assets and lia-
bilities, including upcoming
debis, to help you reach your
long-term financial goals.

“I don’t think you can make
sure where you're going if you
don’t know where you're start-
ing from,” Bloom said:  ~

Lieberman said following
such principles will keep peo-
ple out of bankruptey court.

“It’s very simple, very basic.
But it's good advice,” he said.

ksmith@hometownlife.com | (248) 9012592

Fugitive wanted in ,
Westland arson captured

plex that was evicting them,
Adams said.

Nobody was hurt during the
fires. ‘

The latest defendant was
captured a few weeks ago
after he was arrested for
driving drunk in Minnesota,
where authorities learned
he had a warrant out for his
arrest. He had been living in
North Dakota, Adams said.

The defendant was
arraigned Friday by new

LIVING WITHIN YOOR MEANS

Follow these steps to move
from fiving off credit cards to

paying with cash for everything: |

1) Track every dollar you
bring home and every dollar you
spend for three to six months.

2) Develop a realistic budget,

" cutting out unnecessary expens-
es s0 that you spend less than
you bring home. Stick with your
budget, remembering that the
trade-off is trouble-free sleep
and a stress-less househaold.

3) Build up an emergency fund
of three to six months’ worth of
living expenses,

4) Develop.a personal and
family halance sheet listing all
assets and liabilities, including
upcoming debts, to help you
reach your long-term financial
goals.

-

2004

18th District Judge Mark
McConnell, who set a

'$25,000 cash bond, entered a
not-guilty plea and scheduled

a Jan, 15 preliminary hearing,
which will determine whether
the man should stand trial.
The defendant was charged
with arson of an occupied
dwelling and arson of real
property. The first charge
is punishable by 20 years in
prison; the second charge by
10 years. ' :

What does Dr. King's
vision of unity look like?
The City of Westland is .
encouraging local youth
. to participate in the city’s
annual Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. poster and essay
contest.

Students who attend
the Wayne-Westland
Comrmunity Schools and /or
live in Westland can submit
a poster which henors Dr.
King. Students should use a
standard-sized poster board

o

hen you insure both your
. car and home with us, through
Auro-Owners Insurance Company,
we'll save you mszz;@yé §tap in, or
call us today for 2 “No Problem”

insurance check-up. -

| Aruto-Owners Insurance

Life Home Car Business

address, phone number, as
well as the name of their
school and grade. Essays
cannot exceed 500 words
and must also include the
contact information.
Posters and essays
must be dropped off at

‘Westland’s government

access channel, WLND, at
33455 W, Warren Road,

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday

through Friday or the Bailey
Recreation Center at 36651

We have “No Problem’” |

saving you money.

Best Possible Premiums. Happy Customers Since 1959.
32646 Five Mile Road Li?onia, MI 48154

734-555-3900

www.metroagency.net

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POSTER AND ESSAY CONTEST

"and include their name,

Ford behind Westland City

-Hall.

All essays and posters
must be received by Jan.
9. The three poster final-
ists and the essay winner
must be available to attend
Westland’s Martin Luther
King Day Ceremony slated
for 9:30 a.m. Monday,
Jan. 19, at the Annapolis
Park Church of Christ, at
30355 Annapolis. For more
information, call {734)
467-3200. S

CEDSE57183 -
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Volunteers - and

Mitch Ryder - help

orphans

BY JAMES MITCHELL
STAFF WRITER

They went to help an
orphanage in a Third World
war zone, but one of the first
questions people asked Tara
Rondy and her fiancé, Keith
Kohler, was whether they got
married while overseas.

“It was an unofficial cel-
ebration,” said Rondy, a 34-
year-old physical therapist
from Plymouth. “My Sri
Lankan family wanted to be
part of it.”

It was Rondy’s second visit
to the Grace Care Center, a
home for children and elders
in Trincomalee, a port town
in the Sri Lanka’s troubled
northeast. In August 2005
she went to Grace for the
first time with volunteers
from VeAhavta, the nenprofit
organization that established
and maintains the seven-acre
complex.

Rondy and others from
southeast Michigan have beén
involved since shortly before
the December 2004 tsunami,
which further devastated a
region traumatized by poverty
and a 20-plus-year civil war.

She’d learned about the

" efforts to help the children

and elders through friends at
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital,
and continued her involve-
ment to include her recent
trip and helping to plan.

a fund-raising concert in
January.

“I was inspired by the
pecple who had been there,”
Rondy said. “I wanted to do
some type of mission work,
and something was just right
about this place.”

GIVING SHELTER

Grace Care Center shelters
74 orphan children and 51
destitute senior citizens, and
offers vocational training, a
day care for village preschool-
ers, and other programs.
Since the tsunami, recon-
struction and the renewed

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Tara Rondy and Keith Kohler's “wedding" in Sri Lanka this year includéd fellow
VeAhavta volunteer Ben Roxberry and the orphan children of Grace Care Center.

conflict resulted in soaring
costs, and VeAhavta volun-
teers hope to locate sponsors
for the children and elders,
and to fund projects designed
to minimize the reliance on
denations.

“They want to find ways to
be more self-sufficient,” said
Rondy. “But there aren’t a lot
of options.”

In spite of the harsh envi-
ronment, Grace Care Center’s
appeal to visitors lies in the
charm of the children and
spirit of hope found at the
orphanage. When it was
learned during their visit that
a 2009 wedding was planned
for Rondy and Kohler, it was
quickly determined that a
“‘ceremony” of sorts was in
order.

“In less than a week they
threw together a wedding,”
Rondy said. “They decorated
chairs with hand-written
poems and flowers,”

The “wedding” may have
been more ceremony than
matrimony, but the familial
spirit at Grace, Rondy said, is
what kept her involved with
VeAhavta since first visiting
the orphanage.

“They just take you in,”
Rondy said. “They feel so for-
tunate and thankful, they just
truly appreciate people.”

Kohler, a 36-year-old
architect, heard more than a
few Grace stories since meet-
ing Rondy after her initial
trip. Everything she tried to
describe lived up to his expec-
tations. :

“There’s definitely a pres-.
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ence there, I got that right
away,” Koehler said. After
a bumpy ride north from
capitol Colombo, losing count
of the military checkpoints
stopped at along a desolate
road, Koehler understood
the potential of the peace-
ful seven acres against the
threats of war and poverty.
“It was just amazing,”
Koehler said. “When we
arrived, we were given these
flowers. I was just over-
whelmed by the happiness of
the people.”

MUSIC FOR A CAUSE

Rondy and Koehler spent
more than week at the
orphanage, meeting new
friends and confirming the
commitment that keeps them
working, connecting, or even
planning concerts to help
VeAhavta maintain its prom-
ise. Next month, Motor City
music legend Mitch Ryder
{Devil With a Blue Dress On)
will join local band Blues

" Infusion for “Give Love,” a

concert to benefit'VeAhavta.
Fittingly, the concert will
gather old friends to help fund
new dreams for the orphan-
age. Blues Infusion — a group
including doctors from St.
Joseph Mercy Hospital — pre-
viously opened for Ryder dur-
ing a 2007 fund-raising show.
Ryder also performed during

- a post-tsunami fund-raising

campaign in South Lyon.
“T'm amazed at the dedi-

cation these people have,

and the relationship they've

_formed with these brave chil-

N

PHOTO BY JAMES MITCHELL

Physical therapist Tara Rondy enjoyed a walk around the grounds with one of the
elders of Mercy Home, a residence for destitute senior citizens at the Grace Care
Center orphanage in Sri Lanka. Rendy and other Michigan volunteers are hosting a
fund-raising concert in January to benefit the orphanage, featuring Blues Infusion

with special quest Mitch Ryder.

dren and senior citizens in Sri
Lanka,” said Ryder. “It'san
honor to perform for an orga-
nization that works so hard on

their behalf. Their band with
children on the other side of
the planet gives a lot of hope .
for a troubled world.”

‘GIVE LOVE' CONCERT INFO
W What: "Give Me Love,” a ben-
efit concert for the Grace Care
Center orphanage

o When: 5 p.m. Sunday, Jan.

* 18 (program, concert begins at

5:30), tickets $25 (815 for stu-
_dents)

B VIP reception: 4 p.m., tickets -

§100 -

& Where: Morris Lawrence

Building, Washtenaw Community

College, Ypsilanti.

B Tickets: Available at www.

you-shall-love.org

Along with an on-stage
guest performance, Ryder will
appear at a pre-show recep-
tion for VIP ticket holders.
Ryder and author James A.
Mitchell will autograph cop-
ies of It Was All Right: Mitch
Ryder’s Life in Music, a biog-
raphy of the Detroit Wheels
singer published this year by
Wayne State University Press,
with proceeds going to the
Grace Care Center.

For information ahout
VeAhavta, visit www.you-
shall-love.org.

jamitcheli@gannett.com | (248} 437-201
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A lot has changed since our company opened for business in 1926. As we move into our 82nd year, we
are proud o be growing into an employee-owned company all of whom take great pride in their work.

We are now offering complete home remodeling with services ranging from heating/cooling, electrical |
and plumbing to kitchen and bathroom remodeling. We offer full services from new porch additions to |
backyard patios to basement playrooms. '

Bob McNeil, President, Krutsch Mechanical Services

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING

R e

For 81 years, area families have been relying on Krutsch for all their heating and cooling needs. ;
Together with Rheeme?®, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of residential air conditioners, heat
pumps, furnaces and hot water systems, we are your #1 source for total home comfort.

Two offices to serve our
Wayne County customers:

6252 Monroe 26943 W. 8 Mile
Taylor | Redford Twp.

Mechanical & Construction Services

~ -SINCE 1926-
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FUNINg group. would lead. She earned bache- She also had to learn shooting
I R s we s I e a o 0 a ce TAo nM I N A More information about EST  lor'sand masters degreesinbusi-  and fencing, “Tt was a really rough
Events is at estevents.com. ness administration and planned  three years,”she said. -
FROM PAGE Al on working in the automotive Tacrmina, who also runs
‘ ROLE MODELS industry. Instead she trained in Sheila T. Inc,, gives motiva~
0 ea rn a e s , a x a ws events for beginner to elite ath- Taormina’s other endeavor, nine different Olympic events. tional talks about the spirit of the
‘ letes. I's awayto help peoplebe  FriendSpori (friendsport.com, “I'm the only person on the human being, She working on
@Q; Dear Rick: I read that widow with no beneficiaries healthy, Taormina said. still under construction), is a planet that can stand onthefene-  abook. )
youcan make RothIRA and I want to make sure my “It’s a.fun business to be in,” nonprofit that promotes female ing strip and tell you it’s just as In Beijing, the pentathlon was -
contributions up until April15,  dogistakencareof whenIdie.  said Taormina, 39. Olympic role models and gives - difficult as winning the Olympic  turning into a disaster early on. -
2009 and apply it to the 2008 My friend says that since dogs Three triathlons for men and exposureto lesser known sports ~ marathon,” she said. “None of Fencing, the second everit, was .
tax year. Atthe same time, 1 are property, youcan'tsetupa  women are planned forthissum-  to encourage fitness for children  them are easy” going so poorly, Taormina sum-
heardyou say thatif you are trust for them. mer. More may be added. and adults. She knew that when shesetout  moned her sister, Sudee, in the
A: Alittle over a year ago I did The first — an all-women'’s iri- For example, in November to make historyin 2005. audience and said “T'wish Icould
write an article with regards to athlon called She Rockson June  Taormina brought the gold and leave right now.”
pet statutory trusts. Michigan 28 -— will feature a “celebrity silver medalists in women's sabre ~ BREAKING THE PARADIGM Her older sister replied, “You
(as well as most states around wave” of Olympic athletes whorn ~ fencing to Livonia to teach a fenc- People told her it would be will do what you've always done
the country) has enacted laws Taormina has come to know: ing clinic. impossible tolearnhowtojurnpa  asan at}ﬂete You're not gomg to -
that make it much eagiertoleave  Some of them are still learning to In 2007, she organized thefirst  horseinthree years, Shehadone  giveup.”
money for the care and custody swin, Sharing the Dream tour, where year to learn, in order to qualify Tacrmina won the next two
of a pet. “Ifyou've always wanted todo  five educated Olympic women for the World Cup team. events, and the lesson stuck.
. 8 There are a couple of differ- atriathlon, She Rocks will be talked about setting goals. That “I wanted to break the para- “You have to endure the miser-
- o between con- ent issues that are important. perfect,” said Selornon, a recre- tour will continue. digm,” she said. “Why do we tell able parts,” she said. “Know that
Money Matters vertingatradi-  Thefirstis who is going tobe in ation triathlete and second-grade Taorming’s life is much differ-  people you're imited — don't the blessing will be there if you
. tional IRAinto  charge ofthe pettrustuponyour  teacher who met Taormina in a ent from the one she thought she - even try?” honestly stay in the fight”
RickBloom s RothIRAand  death. This should be an individ- _
making new ual whom you trust to handle the e S T . iangan 2009,
el e arming Homes [N G
The law looks at them totally di-  You don’t have to name just one T en ol | A ' T '
ferent. person, you can narme co-trustees ﬂd Hea rts -
Unfortunately, our taxlawsare  if you choose so there’s a natu- . R COMM’UNITY
noteasy andtheydohaveawide  ral che‘clfs and balance gystem. The Heat and Warmth Fund (THAW) is a nonprofit -y .
variety of due dates. There are In addition, you should decide crganization established to provide, low-income E' IMANCE AL g
ﬁn trans.ach&ns like ﬂ}t‘: Reth hOWImUCh you p]a:n to']ea:v e tl})le families with energy assistance during crisis. For \ §
conversion that must be pet. In your situation, it may be the 2007-2008 heating season, THAW distributed : 3738 bl :
completed by the end of the year your entire estate or it may be a more than $10,928,0§0 in energy assistance to (B8 a32200 | @77 937 maS tolifee | wwwidkouorg )
while other transactions suchas ~ portion. Of course, it should be more than 8600 househoid in Michigan. FPiymourn Canton Norravitie Nowvi
new contributions into a Roth enough to take care of the pet in
that donothavet b compleed  the mamnerim which you choose. | 2979 MDDLEBELT+ LVONIA | | e e o ot dtf, N o s sl e ot s £220 000 el el ond i |
until next year. One last issue to consider is
One of the things that make what happens if you over-fund
tax laws so confusing isthat they  the trust and upon the pet’s death,
are constantly changing. Thetax  there’s money left in the trust.
law at the beginning of the year Obviously, you need to naime an
may not be the same tax law at individual or a charity as to who
the end of the year. Therefore, for ~ would receive that money.
specific advice, it pays to sit down, Pets are an important part of
with a tax professional toget the  American society and the laws
latest information. Anothergood ~ have changed to reflect that. In
resource for general issues with today’s world, establishing trusts
regard to taxes is the IRS Web for pets is no longer considered
site, wwwirs.gov, which is very unusual. More and more and
user friendly. Bt contains informa-  imore people are doing it.
tion on tax Jaws and aJl the IRS Yes, you can establish a
forms and instructions. statutory pet trust on your own.
One last note regarding Roth However, I recommend consult-
IRAsand even traditional IRAs,  ing with an estate planning attor-
the maximum contribution for ney to make sure that you dot
2008 is'$5,000. However, those your I's and cross your T's.
age 50 or older can make an addi-  Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser.
tional $1,000 contributionbythe  Observer & Fecentric readers can submit Werizon Wireless 3{3 "’""'zh"*f?‘"‘
end of the year, making the total questions at moneymatters@hometown- s
contribution $6,000. |ife.com. For more information, visit Rick's NOkia 6205 . %’
Q: Dear Rick: I remember Web site af www.bloomassetmanage- Music player with built-in camera ?
reading your colummn that dealt  ment.com, You can hear Rick noonto 3 Varizes Wirelsss 740 Burlueing LOWEST PRICEEVER]
with trusts for pets. Iama p.m. Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM. o :
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Help Wanied-General @
APPOINTMENT SETTER
Ideal for anyone who can'i
get out te work. Work from
home PT, schedule pick-
ups for Purple Heart. Call
9-5, M-F.  734-728-4572

{a plas EEE

€ y3 _
1-808-573-8k1147355)

CAREGIVERS,
PART-TIME & LIVE-iNs
Experience preferred.
Piymayth, Canton, Westland,
Gamfor Keepers
734-771-1404

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Assist parsons we serve in
residential seftings. Fesl good
about your wosk. $7.65 ictal
plus good bensfits.

Livonia: 734-468-4523
734-468-4519, 248-474-0283

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Join the team. Assist persons
we serve int a resideniial set-
ting. $8.50 pius gocd hanefits.
8. Lyon area:  248-573-5023
Ann Arbor:  734-239-9815

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT '
Meaningful work. Assist par-
sons we serve in their home
and community. $8.30 per hr.
plus good benefits. Call:
248-960-9657, 248-487-7536
248-948-4425

.| assist in resciving prob-

CHECK QUT THESE EXCITING CAREES
Help Wanted-General @ HﬂlpIWanted-Genera! @ Help Wanted-Geperal @ Help Wanted-General @ Heip Wanted-Medical @ HeibWamed-Med%cal @ Help Wanted-Medical @

Employment
Training
Specialist Il
City of Southfield

interview participants;

lems with bsisf counseling
sessions; refer for appro-
priate services. Must pos-
sess a Bachelor’s Degree in
Social Work, or Counsefing;
Master's Degree preferred
and a Cerlification andfor
License in counseling or
social work, plus 2 years
ralated work experience.
Must have a valid driver’s
ficense and a goed driving
racord, Pay range: $35,595
- $42,520, pius benefits,

Apply by 5:00 p.m. on
Friday, 1/16/09 at:
City of Southfigld

HR Bep.

26000 Evergreen fd.
Southfield, ¥ 48075
For mare informatlon and
to download a general
empioyment application:
www.sityofsouthfield.com

EQE/Drug Free Workplace

BYMMNASTIC INSTRUCTORS
Needed to help with after-
schogl programs Mon-Thurs,
Experienced only.

Call 734-580-7943 or email
Jump-a-rama@shgglobal.net

LEASING
CONSULTANT

For retirement community in
Westiand, Enthusiastic,
pleasant, energetic, a real go-
gefter,  Training provided.
Fuill-time  with Saturdays.
Compensation includes hane-
fits and 401K, Fax resume to

734-728-9840
Equal Oppartunity Employer

Medical Assistant
Part Time, approx 28 hours.
axparience required in ‘phle-
botomy, EKG's and X-ray.
Fax resume to Kelli at
248-735-9101

MORTGAGE
PROCESSOR

Credit Union has immediate

opening for an Exp'd. FHA.

Processor in Farmington Hills.
Fax resume; 248-932-9366 or
Cai:  1-888-392-0009 x19

NEW YEAR!
NEW CAREER!
BE YOUR OWN BOSS
Searching for independ-
ent, outgoing  and
resaurceful  individuals
who  want  unlimited

inceme potential.
Bring in the New Year
with a New Career.

CALL
TODAY!

800-589-9001

RECEPTIONIST )
W. Bioomfield Hair Salon.
Pacple person, Part Time.

248-539-1234

Help Wanted-Dental

Dental Assistant

Cur progressive dental prac-
fice Is seeking a motivated,
energedic, caresr-orlented well
gualified dental assistant to
join our tegm. You must share
our dedication to uncompro-
mised care and top notch
servica for our great patients.
Top FT salary, incentives and
benefits are yours f you guak-
ity. Fax resume to:

248-236-7901 or email;

fovingdentistry@aol.com

Help Wanted-Medical €101

Accounts Payabte Assisiani
Major responsthilities include
processing check requests,
gxpense reports, monitoring
vender payments, ceding
invoices with appropriate gen-
erai  ledger  accounts.
Bachelor's degree required;
min. 2yrs exp; Full Time pasi-
tion, located in Farmington
Hills. Applicants must he very
detail oriented and organized.
Submit salary requirements
and résurmes to
hriohs@

visHingphysicians.com
Apnlicants without safary req.

will nat be censidered.

To place your ad here contact us al
-gareers@hometownlile.com
or call 734-953-2079

CAREGIVERS

Experlenced Live-ins only, 2-4

ORTUNITIES! For even I}FE epportunities see our “award winning” classified section!

Medicat Assistant
w/exp. 32 hrs/wk. . Internat
Medicine Practice, |ivonia.

days per waek. 248-350-870C  Fax resume;  734-464-9797
; MEBICAL ASSISTANT
Haggerty Drugs in Canton | o n ™ octice,  Westlang

is loking for the following
full time positions:
+(fice Manager

Management exparience
required, medical experi-
ence preferred

sPharmacy Technician
experignce preferred

Competitive Wages

Piease send resumes to

haggartydrugs@gmail.com

MEDICAL
RECEPTIONIST

IHA's Gherry Hill Assoc-
iates in Internal Medicine
is accepting appiications
for a part time Medical
Receptionist. This posi-
tion grests and assists
our patients, answers
phones and  checks-
infout patients. We re-
quire previous expari-
ence working in a med-
ical office with excelient
customer service and
solid computer skills,
Email your resume to:
mary_czinski@
ihacargs.com
or apply online at
www.ihacares.com

arga. Need 3 yrs. exp. in front
and back office duties. Fax:
734-721-4242

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Full-Time. Must have 3+
years Exp. in EKG, PFT, &
Infecticns, Must have excal-
lent computer skills,

248-649-8050
or Fax; 248-§49-8057

MEDICAL BILLERS
Bliiing service seeks exp'd
Biliers. Great salaey, full bene-
fits. Fax resume t0:

248-478-5307

Nurse Practitioner- 32 hrs/
wk, Primary -Care. Internal
Medicine Practice, Livonia,
Fax rasume: 734-464-9787

Office Suppari/Bispaich
Suppert staff nesded al our
VPA Diagnostics office in
Southfleld.  Medical Assist
background, basic computer
skills, attn to detait, multi-task-
ing, good driving record, and
office abilities. EKG and Holter
knowledge a plus. Fax resume
:248-479-0798 or email

hrjoks@
visitingphysicians.com

FIND IT ONLINE |
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

PHLEBOTOMY
EDUCATION

Satuzday accelerated class-
85 beginning in February,
10-4pm. Garden City; $925,
1nel. book. (313) 382-3867

SENIOR
NURSE

iHA's  Commonweaith
Associates in  internal

Medicine in Ann Arbor is
seeking a full-time high-
ly-skilled and axperienced
Senior RN, The pasition
has responsibifity for
Clinical Quality Improve-
ment, parforming tele-

phone triage, serving as a
clinicat resource and pro-
viding patient education.
fiust be licensed to prac-
| tice in the State of Mich.
Interested candidates
shouid e-mail their
resume to:
amanda_gihson@ -
ihacares.com
Fax: {866)282-3067
| orapply online at
www.ihacares.com

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK!
1-800-579-7355

@

Help Wanted-Saies

Sales s
A Multimedia Co. thiring

amped individuals o sel and
work wih live sound equip-
ment. Co. vshicle, Paid train-

ing with earning potentiat. Call--

734-207-0317

EdugationfInstruztion 1

NEW YEAR, NEW CAREER! -
Short term caraer programs in
Medical Billing/Coding,
Pharmacy Technology and
Coraputer Training Inciuding
Microsoft Certification pro-
grams begin soon at Mew

Horizoas GLC-Livonia/Troy
Cail: 1-866-387-1436
Financing options and

Job Piacement assistance
avallable-Grants accepted.

VA Training provider, Associate
member of Mi Works.

Local

News.
You don'thave to
fish for it.
It's right here, from

the front to the
back of your

@bserver CsEccen

NEWSPAPERS

TOTALLY LOCAL COVERAGE!
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Shopliffer hit with qun

A Garden City police
officer was assisting the
Department of Public
Services at Merriman and
Cherry Hill just after 6 p.m.
Dec. 28 when he heard a
radio call about a shoplifter
at ACO, 132 8, Merrinman
in Westland. The call also
reportedly noted that the
suspected shoplifter was
being struck in the head with

-4 gun wielded by a second
man.

As the officer responded,
he spotted a man standing in
a driveway on the north side
of Cherry Hill while a sec-
ond man on the south of the
street reportedly yelled “he’s
got a gun” and “that’s him.”

The man on the north
side of the street complied
with the officer’s orders to
lie on the ground and a hol-
stered handgun was found,
police said. The officer took
the handgun and a knife
from the man, a Plymouth
Township resident, who had
a permit to carry a concealed
weapon. The man told the
officer he saw the suspect
steal batteries from the store
and pursued him. Since he
couldn’t shoot the suspect,
the man reportedly said he
struck the suspect with his
gun.

ed the suspect hiding in the
a garage in the 31000 block
of Leona, police said. The
suspect, a Ypsilanti resident,
and the Plymouth Township
man were turned over to
Westland police.

Fire damages Canton
home

A home on the 8300 block
of Holly Drive was damaged
in a house fire on the morn-
ing of Dec. 30.

Fire Chief Michael
Rorabacher said the fire,
which was reported by
neighbors at about 7 a.m,, is
believed to have been adci-
dental. The homeowner, who
was not at the residence at
the time of the blaze, might
have left the stove on.

“We feel confident that it
was an accident,” Rorabacher
said, adding that between
50 to 60 percent of the home
was damaged. “(Firefighters)
were able to enter the home

and extmgu’:sh the fire rather g

fast but there is significant
damage. The home is not liv-
able.”

There were no reported
injuries and specific damage
estimates are unavailable,

Home break-ins

Break-ins were reported
at three Garden City homes
Dec. 28.

B A woman who had been

Garden City officers locat- -

checking on a house in the
31000 block of Rosslyn for
family members told police
that someone had entered the
home through an unlocked
window. She said she had'last

been at the house Dec. 24.

Reported missing were five
pocket knives, 10 boxes of
rifle ammunition, two gun

* cleaningkits, a cable box,
_ avacuum cleaner, 10 Elvis

records, two cans of food,

20 bottles of water and fwe
ladies coats.

. Based on a can of ravioli, a

'bag of candy and water found

in the living room, police
surmised that someone had
been sleeping and eating at
the house. There had been an
unsuccessful attempt to pry
the garage overbead door,

. police said.

M A resident in the 28000
block of Leona told police
that she arrived home Dec.
28 to find the side door had
been forced open. Reported
missing was a laptop com-
puter and the power cord val-
ued at $750. The laptop was
later retrieved from Inkster
police after it was found in
the rear yard of a home in the
400 block of Central.

M The third break-in was
reported at a home in the
200 block of Lathers. The
homeowner told police she
arrived home the evening
of Dec. 28 to find the side
door forced open. She said
the linen closet had been
searched but nothing was
taken. Missing from her
bedroom, she said, was a
television, a DVD player and
a mother’s ring with eight
stones, valued at $1,000,

The television and DVD
player, valued at $320, had
apparently been recovered
Dec. 27 in Inkster where
police were investigating an
attempted break-in in that
city.

Larceny

The owner of Aerospace
Innovations, 28919 Seven
Mile Road in Livonia, left
the office at noon on Dec.
30, When he came back at.10
p.m. that evening, he noticed

- that his desktop computer

and three Playstation 3 game
platforms were missing from
the office. The police report
on the incident noted that
there were no signs of forced
entry at the business.

Shoppers caught
Security officers at the

Livonia Wal-Mart were
watching when two women

. came into the store and

started picking up makeup,
clothing and jewelry as they
went through the store.
‘While they paid for some of
the items, they left others in
their pockets when they went
through the cashier aisle.

Joe Gannon
We're recommended
by Joe Gannon

Lessons
Offered:

Voice
Piano
Flute

.Guitar
Drums

_5\5

Clarinet &

Saxophone

The Music@First Fine Arts Academy.
located at First United Methodist Church
45201 N. Territorial Road, Plymouth -
for info 734-453-5280 or
fineartsacademy@pfumc.org
Fall semester starts September 29th

QEQS837363

The two were caught with
more than $120 in items they
didn’t pay for.

Snow plows stolen

Westland police are inves-
tigating a rash of thefts of
trucks equipped with snow-
plowing equipment.

The most recent incident
happened between 10:30
p-m. and midnight Saturday
in the Fountain Park apart-
ment complex on Newburgh
south of Joy, where a 2003
Ford F-350 was stolen, police
Sgt. Brian Miller said.

Similar incidents were
reported earlier in December
at Forest Larie Apartments
on. Wayne Road between
Ford and Hunter, at
Waynewood Apartments on
Wayne south of Warren, and
in the area of Inkster and Joy
roads, Miller said.

In the Inkster-Joy inci-
dent, the truck was found in
Detroit, the sergeant said,
but the snow plow was miss-
ing.

X-mas diamond ring
stolen

A 31-year-old Canton
Township woman filed a
report Dec. 26 to document
the theft and return of a
diamond ring she gotas a
Christmas gift from her hus-
band.

The woman said that she
left the ring in a box near
her front door before she left
the residence and returned
to find it missing. When she
asked her rcommate, a 47-
year-old woman, about the
item, the roommate then
contacted her daughter, a 22-
year-old Ypsilanti woman,

The roommate told offi-

‘cers that her daughter had

brought a friend to the resi-
dence Christmas day but that
she hadn’t noticed the theft,
The woman said she called
her daughter and told her to
return the ring by the next
morning or she was calling
the police.

The daughter then
returned the piece of jewelry,
The owner of the ring, which
is valued at $300, did not
want to press charges.

Home break-in

A resident lwmg in the o
“.. out paying. The two players
- together were worth about

‘$160.

17000 block of Deering in
Livonia came home Monday
- to find his front door'was

hanging open. Checking the
house, he saw the back door
was left open and found the
door had been pried away
from its dead bolt. The house
had been empty overnight,
but at the time of the report
to Livenia police, nothing
had been reported stolen.

Man kicks door, flees

A woman living in the
33000 block of Roycroft
heard a knock at her front
door Monday night, but
no one was there. She
then heard a knock at her
side door, When she went
to check, she saw a black
man in his late 20s stand-
ing there looking in. As he
started to kick at the door,
she screamed and scared the
man away. Livonia police
responded later that night
and used a K-9 unit to track
the area without results.

 Playstation, rings

stolen

Police were called to a
home in the 6900 block of
Arcola in Garden City on
Dec. 30 about a two suspi-
cious men possibly breaking
into a home. The side door
to the home had been forced
open. The owner was con-
tacted and reported the miss-
ing items included a Sony
Playstation hand held video
game and assorted rings val-
ued at over $1,000.

A neighbor told police that
two men had knocked on his
door. When he answered, one
man had told him they were
looking for a lost dog. The
resident was suspicious of the
men and attempted to follow
them. -

Another witness told police
he saw the two suspects
knock on the front door of
the home and then move to
the side door.

MP3 players taken

Sears loss prevention
officers were watching on
closed-circnit TV the day
after Christmas as a 22-
year-old Southfield man
picked up two MP3 players in
the electronics department
and carried them into the
men’s room. Later, the play-
ers were recovered when he
tried to leave the store with-

'Meadow Brook Theatre

\i o T‘]i’?‘[ _!7] CaEre

Located on the Campus of Oakland University

BEYOND THE RAINBOW

by William Randall Beard

January 7 - February 1

» Skin Cancer * Eczema

* Moles s Warts

* Psoriasis + Hair Loss

* Acne Botox «MuchMore |g
Accepting New Patients » All Ages |

Call for Appointment 248-324-2222 Evening appts. available |
Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive, -
Suite 150, Novi, Michi @qan 48377

Tnvites you to visit and receive
the care you deserve.

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY
MICHAEL R. COHEN D.O.

Board Certified Dermatologlst

Specializing in Diseases |
of the Skin, Hair& Nails |

greatlakesderm YARDo.CoM  * ceoposrase

Hear all of your favorite Judy Garland songs in the
Michigan Premiere of this NEW musical!

Kimberly Vanbiesbrouck from
Menopause the Musical stars as Judy Garland.

Tickets range from $24 - $39

Sponsored by
atst

Devices provided by

NEW
Assisted Listening

Béj_ ,ﬁw&gix'
\WHMHW

Cpgn 7 Dagta,

207 Wilson Hall, Rochester, M1 48309
Box Office: (248) 377-3300
Group Sales: (248) 370-3316

(248) 645-6666

ticketmaster

I-'ANTAS'I'IG
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SALE VALID JAN .

Fresh Ground Beef

T

Family Pack

: Lean Tender Boneless
) DELMONIC0 $9)99
PORK ROAST &= .

Boneless

ENGLISH = §
COT ROAST -

2 Roast Family Pack

Fresh Ground Beef

GROUND .
"SIRLOIN

Family Pack

BoneIn

CENTER cur 9999
'PORK CHOPS fa .,

Tender Juicy

$

' TENDERLOIN

2 Piece Family Pack

 Gheck our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com
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