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High winds leave thousands without power

BY TONY BRUSCATQ
(OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Much of western Wayne County
escaped major damage from a storm
Sunday that included wind gusts up to 60
mph Sunday.

However, many communities had to
bring in crews on overtime to deal with
downed power lines and fallen trees and
branches.

“We had a number of locations with
trees down, and we had some flood-
ing problems,” said Pat Hogan, director
of public worls for the city of Livonia.
“Our priority was to move trees from the
roads, of which most of them were on
local subdivision streets. We had to call
in additional help because it happened on

the weekend.”

Plymouth City Manager Paul Sincock
said, surprisingly, damage was keptto a
minimum.

“We had a street light damaged and
a couple of trees in the Evergreen and
Maple (streets) area,” Sincock said. “There
were sottie power outages, including at
Independence Village (senior living cen-
ter in Plymouth Township). Allin all, we
had relatively minor damage.”

According to DTE Energy spokesman
Len Singer, Westland had about 6,000
enstormners without power as a result of
the high winds and Livonia about 5,000.
Canton Township had about 2,700 pow-
erless customers, 550 in Plymouth and
Plymouth Township, with Garden City
and Redford Township about 400 each,

“The main problems were downed
power lines from trees and tree branches
that came into contact with,” Singer said.
“We brought in more than 300 workers
from Ohio, Indiana and Illinois to help.”

In Livonia tree fell across the road
on Merriman Court, knocking down
a power line and blocking the road for
about 15 households. The road represents
the only access to Seven Mile for resi-
dents. Power had been restored fo most

residents on Merriman Court on Monday.

DTE had hoped to restore power for
90 pereent of those 4,000 residents by
Tuesday, and expected it all back by today
(Thursday), according to Dave Varga,
directot of administrative services,

Kevin Buford, Westland’s public ser-
vice director, said downed trees were the

major problem in his community.

“The majority of the damage we
incurred was from trees that were blown
over,” Buford said. “A lot of them were
on private property. We had one that fell
on a power line and the fire department
responded to that one.”

Garden City officials say it was mch of

the same.

“We had a few trees down, with
most of them on private property,” said
Doug Morton, the deputy director of
the Garden City Department of Public
Services. “We went out and cleared the
right-of-way, but besides that we had iso-
lated areas of power and cable out.

“We had a little bit of residential flood-
ing with the snow melting and the rain,
but it wasn't too had,” he said.
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Gian Riggi uses a chainsaw to fake a few
branches off a tree that fell across Merriman
Court in Livonia at 5 a.m. on Sunday. The
tree took down a power line and members

of about 15 households were unable to drive
down the road to get to Seven Mile Road.
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2008 was a year to remember

Cell phone program helps troops call home | Leaving
- BY TIFFANY L. PARKS branches of the U.8. Military.
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER “T am amazed at what we have
collected,” said Bart Patterson, BY OBSERVER STAFF WRITERS

If you have one or two or RE/MAX Classic vice president _
maybe even three old cell phones  and general manager. “It is an Aswe say goodbye toan even’o—
tucked away in a junk drawer, easy, tax-deductible donation and filled 2008, it is worth takinga
RE/MAX Classicwantstotake  with the holidays here, it has even moment to look back at how the
them off your hands. meore importance.” year impacted our communities.

Thereal estate agency has After telling the story of a RE/ From major political upsets and
been participating in the MAX agent that has collected victories on the playing field, to
Massachusetts-based Cell about 400 phones on his own, - major new developiment projects
Phones for Soldiéis program for ~ Patterson said fhé agency’s dona- and terrible crimes, 2008 hada
five months and has collected tions have amounted to 200,000 Hittle of
nearly 1,350 phones. calling card hours. The Observer staﬁ" took soine

“Isnt it amazing? Our initial “We are helping to serve a time toreflect on the memorable
goal was only 1,000 phones,”said  need,” he said. “And we want to year, and compiled a list of the
Lynn Dery, RE/MAX Classic continue with this as long as we biggest news events of the year.
director of career development.  can.” We hope you enjoy it. And have a
“This hasbrought us closertothe  In prometing the program, happy and safe new year.
community andithasbeenalife  Deryhas partnered with several ‘ ‘ '
changing experience for me.” area organizations, including CANTON

Cell Phones for Soldiers, anon-  the Plymouth-Canton chapter Inthe12 monthsthatwere
profit organization started by two  of Vietnam Veterans of America 2008, Canton faced several com-
children several years ago, has Inc. mercial highs and lows, had an
a simple mission of helping “our “This has really touched my energized political season and
troops call home.” Each donated  heart because I have had veter- held on to its status as a safe com-
phone will be recycled and in ans tell me straight out that when munity, despite a few strange
return a 60-minute callingcard  you (are fighting overseas) you crimes.
will be distributed to adeployed ~ don't know if you are going to B While some closed
soldier.’ make it to the next day so speak- their doors in the township

“Who doesn’t want to support  ing with your family is the most — Texas Corral, Farmer Jack,
our soldiers?” Dery said. “You important gift you could have.” La Shish, CiCi's Pizza, Mariachi
Tmay not support the war, but you No appeointment js necessary Restaurant, Honey, What's for
have to support our soldiers and ~ for cell phone donations. For Dinner? — other businesses have
calling cards are like gold. It is more information, visit www. set up shop including SpeedDate.
veryexpensive to call from Iraq  detroitmetrorealestate.com or Michigan, HomeGoods, Clearly’
and in these economic times, itis  contact your local office at the Yo, buybuy Baby, Expressions
even harder to stay in contact.” numbers listed: Canton - (734) from Canton and JCPenney.

The progran, which has 459-1010; Livonia - (734) 432- B Undefeated by the criticism
8,000 collection sites throughout  1010; Farmington Hills - (248) BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTocRaPHER | It Tacedin 2007, Oakwood is
the country, including the six 737-6800; Milford - (248) 684- T still looking to build in Canton.
RE/MAX Classiclocations,has ~ 6655; Novi- {248) 348-3000 and  Lynn Dery, director of career development at Re/Max Classic collects used ‘And unlike the forceful masses
handed out more than 500,000  West Bloomfield - (248) 738- celf phones for the Cell Phones For Soldiers program, Each donated cell that came against the healthcare
calling cards to soldiers in all 7100. phone, when recycled, provides one hour of talk time for & soldier. provider’s earlier plans to build at
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The Sheldon Road underpass project
in Plymouth, which had beeninthe
works for a decade, finally opened
for traffic fast month.

Beck and Geddes, opposition to

its newest proposal to put down
roots on the west side of Beck

' Road, just north of Michigan

Avenue has beep mostly quiet.

B In March, Catherine
Johnson stepped down from the
Canton Planning Commission
after she was asked to resign after
posing & question ghout public
urination during a hearing for
the Hindu Temple rebuild last
December.

Please see 2008, AS

Glenn's first principal remembered as man who cared
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BY DARRELL CLEM career in education. He died Dec. 19 at the “That’s sadnews,” he said of Mr. “Hehadhumor, grace and leadeyship abﬂ- science degree from Eastern Mlch}gan
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER Avow Hospice facility in Naples following }hggms’death I knawhehadagmat . ity, and he always wanted the childrento ~ University, his master’s degree from the
along illness. He was 76. reputation” have the verybest” . University of Michigan and his doctoraie
Francis A. Higgins IT], the first principal ~ Mr. Higgins taught English at Wayne Baracy recalled that Mr. }hgglnswas As an English teacher at Wayne - from Wayne State University.
of Westland Jolm Glenn High School, will  Memorial High School beforehebecame  instrumental in designing Glenn High, Memorial, “the youngstersjust loved him,”  Mr. and Mrs. Higgins were married for
be remembered as a Wayne-Westland Glenn High's principal in the 1960s,and ~ part of a row of Wayne-Westland facili- Mrs. Higgins said. “The band would come 56 years. Other survivors include three
educator whose humor, dedication and he also worked as the district’s assistant ties on Marquette between Wayne and inand serenade him The studentsknew  sons, Francis A. Higgins IV of Cincinnati,
leadership made him a favorite of his stu- - superintendent of curriculum. Hebecame = Newburgh roads. . thathe wastherefor them” Ohio, John Higgins of Tallahassee, Fla,,”
dents and his oo]leagues superintendent in 1979 of the LAnse Mrs. Higgins, a former Wayne- She even recalled times when students ~ and-Mark (Vicks) Higgins of Whitmore
“He wanted to give every child the Creuse Public Schools, where an elemen-  Westland elementaryteacher, also said her  came to the Higgins home to talk about Lake, Mich:; four grandchildren,
opportunity to reach their educational tary school was named in his honor. husband served as president of the Wayne  their troubles and to seek advice. Jonathan, Nicholas, Chelsea Elizabeth
potential,” his wife, Elizabeth Higgins, Wayne-Westland Supt. Greg Baracy Rotary Club and onceled a statewide orga- ~ Former Observer Editor Leonard Poger  and Mark Todd; a sister, Joan (Chester)
said. “That's what he strived for.” expressed sympathy to the family of an nization of school superintendents. remembered Mr. Higgins as “averypopu-  Kendzior of Naples; a brother, Thdd
Mr. Higgins, a former Westland resi- educator who Baracy said was highly “He truly made a difference through his  lar prineipal with an outgoing personality”  (Deborah) Higgins of Waterford, Mich.;
dent, retired to Naples, Fla,, after 2 40-year regarded. love and devotion to children,” she said. Mr. Higgins earned his bachelor of and nieces and nephews. -
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One childhood ‘brother’ helps another

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Douglas Kudwa felt sensations in
his legs like he was being electrocut-
ed on that day in April 2002.

The Livonia native was knocked
by an I-beam at a construction site
in Brighton and fell 23 feet down an
elevator shaft onto concrete chunks
and “rebar” or reinforcement bars.

Kudwa fell back first, and his lower
back struck the concrete with such
force that the impact went up his leg
and shattered his left ankle, even
though his leg was up in the air.

“I felt like 1 was being electrocut-
ed,” Kudwa said. “I knew something
was wrong, but [ didn’t know what.”

Kudwa was transported to the
University of Michigan Hospital with
an uncertainty of whether he would
survive the fall, telling personnel to
tell his wife Sandra he loved her.

It would begin a long arduous jour-
ney for Kudwa, that made him help
appreciate his friendship that began
in a Livonia neighborhood 40-plus
years ago.

Kudwa suffered an incomplete
spinal cord injury, meaning that his
spine was not severed, but was seri-
ously injured, with fragments near
his spinal cord. “At that point, I was
paralyzed from the waist down,”
Kudwa said.

Doctors performed surgery for 10%
hours to relieve the pressure on the
spinal cord. They fused the spinal
cord together with a titanium rod.

Kudwa had no feeling for a week,
but soon felt tingling in his lower
legs and sengations in his toes. Good
signs.

But the road back was rough and
painful. Sandra Kudwa had to clothe
and bathe Doug. Then the therapists
arrived later, and that was Doug’s
regimen every day for his three years
in intense rehabilitation. .

Kudwa spent a year with a walker,
dealing with the pain of recovery,
using pain killers, then quitting them
because he didn’t want to be addict-
ed to them. He suffered great pain
at that point, but that subsided. He
went through therapy and exercises

Lunch 11am - 5pm ;:-|

‘I just wanted to get back to hunting,
fishing and camping. ! wanted to get

back to some normalcy.
DOUGLAS KUDWA

as part of his long road to recovery
and to ultimately walk again. His
wife purchased kneepads to help
him walk around the house on his
khees to strengthen his legs, which
he sometimes did at all hours of the
night.

But doctors told him that he prob-
ably would never work again. Kudwa
wanted normalcy. That November,
he went hunting and sat in his wheei-
chair, bagging a buck on his trip on
a 150-yard shot. “I just wanted to get
back to bunting, fishing and camp-
ing,” Kudwa said. I wanted to get
back to some normalcy”

Kudwa wanted to work, but found
that companies would not hire
him. For two vears, Kudwa sent out
resumes seeking work as a‘project
manager, of an office job since he
could no longer work the physical
part of onsite construction. “Anyone
who knew me was leery about tak-
ing me back,” Kudwa said. “They had
questions: Was he able to work every
day? Would he make it in that day?
But they were worried about a pos-
sible future liability. They never said
anything to me, but it was obvious.”

Kudwa credits his wife for muach of
his recovery. “Our relationship grew
through prayer. We laughed and
cried together, and she’s really my
best friend.”

Soon another friend stepped for-
ward — Steve Vlahakis. They grew
up together on Harrison in the
Middlebelt and Five Mile neighbor-
hood, attending Riley and graduat-
ing from Bentley.

They kept in touch throughout
the years. Like he did every year,
Viahakis called Kudwa on Kudwa’s
birthday, his 48th, on Dec. 7, 2007.
But this conversation was different.

Vlahakis asked Kudwa if he
wanted to go into business with him.,
Vlahakis, vice president of Seaway
Painting, an industrial painting con-
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This lift owned by DS Access & Maintenance
carries maintenance workers or painters
to difficult-to-reach areas on buildings and
bridges. The-business was started by Steve
Viahakis and Doug Kudwa.

tractor in Livonia founded by Steve's
father, George, and Kudwa would
create DS Access & Maintenance,
LLC, which would lease a specialized
elevated lift for contractual work for
painting and maintenance of build-
ings and bridges.

The specialized elevated lift
resembles a spider. The 5,000-pound
lift can maneuver through a 3-foot
by 7-foot opening and is 16 feet long.
It reaches heights of 60 feet to work
on maintenance of heating, cooling,
plumbing, fire suppression equip-
tnent, electrical or painting.

The machine is unique because
the lift’s operator can maneuver
the bucket by folding the arm: The
machine has special outriggers that
act as feet extending to cover an
area of 12 by 12-feet. That puts out
a ground pressure of 5 pounds per
square inch.

So far, business has been good,
the partners say. DS Access &
Maintenance’s lift was recently used
to paint structures and frames of
CBS billboards, and at Hillsdale
College and the M-14 bridge at
Sheldon Road in Plymouth. They say
they may purchase a second lift.

Kudwa is grateful for the oppor-.

Howe students achisve
through self-confidence,
self-discipline, leadership,
respect and organization

-

Location:

The Inn at 8t. John's

(zolf & Conference Center
44045 ¥ive Mile Road * Plymouth, M1 48170

Fully sccredited by the NCA, ISACS and the State of Indiana
1-888-GO-2-HOWE « {1-888-462-45653)

wwrw howemililarv.com
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Steve Viahakis and Douglas Kudwa are partners in DS Access Maintenance. .

tunity and the chance to spend time
with his childhood friend. “It has
giveh me hope for the future. I feel
very fortunate. These people (Steve’s
parents, George and Connie) were
always like second parents to me. It’s
like being invited into their family.
It’s meant a lot to me,

“Steve’s always pulling people
along with him. He’s always helping
his family and friends. He's just a
great guy and he’s always been very
humble.”

Vlahakis said he developed the

- business plan because Kudwa was

a lifelong friend and also he saw an
opportunity.

* “We've had a lifelong friendship,”
Vlahakis said. “We did everything

together from baseball to football
and anything like construction as a .
kid, chasing girls as a kid.” Vlahakis
then laughs.

“We had a great childhood
together, Mr. (George} Kudwa was
our baseball coach and he wasa -~
great guy. A friend is like family.”.
(George Kudwa died in 1988. Doug’s
mother, Marge Kudwa, lives in
Farmington Hills. Doug Kudwa lives
in Holly and Steve Vlahakis lives in
Northville.)

“He’s just a lifelong friend, and it's
a great opportunity,” Viahakis said.
“We've always looked out for each
other our whole lives.”

kabramcz@hometowniife.com | (313) 222-2591
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Teens experience realities of homelessness at Canton church

BY JULIE BROWN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Cara Delaney was well-pre-
pared to spend a night sleeping
outside for Boxing Day.

“This will be my second vear,”
said Delaney, a 16-year-old
junior at Salem High School, of
the senior high project at Geneva
Presbyterian Church in Canton.
Delaney, daughter of Beth and
Stu of Plymouth Township,
noted the event raises awareness
of homelessness,

“It’s also the big kickoff for our
clothing drive,” she said. “We're
trying to help others, do what
Jesus did.”

Good-quality clothing includ-
ing new underwear and socks
— as well as toiletries — is being
collected through Jan. 2 at the
church on Sheldon north of
Ford in Canton, The Rev. Bryan
Smith, pastor, said it's based
on the British and Canadian
custom of boxing up clothing no
longer needed on Dec. 26 and
giving it to the needy.

Geneva’s done the project for
about 12 years,

“One was to raise awareness

Police searching for man wanted
in Garden City armed robberies

BY LEANKE ROGERS
OBSERVLR STAFF WRITER

Garden City police are inves-
tigating two armed robberies
reported early Dec. 28-29. The
samme suspect is believed to be
responsible for both robberies
as well as a third robbery on
Dec. 26, police said.

At 12:39 a.m. police were
called to the BP gas station,
32889 Warren, where the
clerk reported being robbed at
gunpoint. He said the suspect
entered the store and imme-
diately pointed a gun at him
demanding money. After put~
ting $200 in a bag and also
giving the man two cartons of
cigarettes, the clerk said the
suspect told him to lie on the
floor behind the counter.

The clerk said he sat down
on the floor and then got up
to see which way the suspect
had fled but the man was
gone. Two witnesses told police
the suspect had headed west
across Venoy into an apart-
ment complex. A Westland
police dog tracked the suspect
to the apartment parking lot
but he wasn't located, potice
said.

Based on the description of
the suspect — a black male
approximately 30 years old,
6-foot-4., medium build with a
gray winter hat and black jack-
et with gray sleeves — and the
surveillance video, the officer
said the same person appeared
to be responsible for robbing
the Speedway gas station on
Ford at Harrison on Dec. 26.
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of the fact that homelessness is

a big issue in the metro Detroit
area,” said Smith, a Canton resi-
dent.

His church has a food pan-
try, and works with Fort Street
Presbyterian Church in down-
town Detroit. The Detroit
church has a ministry to help
needy people with food, clothing
and other basics.

Geneva also helps teens to
think about being homeless
“and think about it from a faith
perspective, too,” he said. The
senior highs gathered around
8 p.m. Friday, with some time
for prayer and reflection. Some
older students who've already
graduated come back for the
event as well, which wrapped up
early Saturday morning,

Smith noted young people
“kind of experience what it's like
not to have people to talk to. You
experience solitude quite a bit.”

The teens had brought big:
boxes, from appliances and such,
to sleep in.

“We usually have a fire going,
s0 that keeps us warm, too.”
Delaney said. She and the
other Geneva youth wore warm

At 2:45 a.m. Dec. 27, an
employee at CVS Pharmacy,
27435 Ford, told police that
a man with a gray scarf over
his face entered the store and
immediately pointed a gun
at him demanding money.

The suspect left after receiv-
ing $233 from two registers,
police said. The employee was
told to lie on the floor and was
unable to see the direction in
which the suspect had fled.

A police dog also tracked the
suspect but soon lost the scent
which police attributed to the
suspect getting into a nearby
vehicle.

Anyone with information
about the robberies is asked to
call Garden City Police at (734)
793-1700.

Irogers@hometownlife,com § (313} 222-5428
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Josh Smith, Hannah Ruth Gledich, and Gretchen Danger Seibe! spent part of
the night in a cardboard box on Saturday at Geneva Presbyterian Church in
Canton. The event raised awareness of homelessness. :

clothes, but realize homeless
people don’t always have that
option.

“Geneva’s a great church,” sald
Benjamin Ogden, director of
the Open Door program at Fort
Street Presbyterian, with servie-
es including food, clothing and

Garden City police are fooking for
information about a man suspected
of three recent armed rohberies.
Thé photograph was taken from
surveillance videa at CVS Pharmacy
on Ford at Inkster Road which was

robbed at 2:45 a.m. Monday, Dec. 29.

Anyone with information about the
suspect is asked to call Garden City
police at (734} 793-1700.
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counseling. Ogden, an Oak Park
resident, went to Geneva Friday
to thank the participants.
Ogden appreciates the
donated clothing which helps
the “chronically homeless” who

have mental health and/or sub-

stance abuse issues. Such people

Bec. 30

represent about 10 percent of
the homeless population, Ogden
said, but use a disproportionate
share of resources.

“They cyele through a awful
lot,” he said. “Wet clothes are

. deadly, especially in this weath-

er.” Homeless people can't store
clothing,

Ogden said the average age
of volunteers is going up, now
people in their 50s, “which
means newer generations are not
becoming engaged in this type of
outreach.” Some donors get frus-
trated seeing the same people
homeless year after vear.

“It’s doing a lot of good
because they're still alive,”

Dec. 31 Jan. 1

10am-
6pm

10am-
7pm

Abrion Card,
14 years old,
watches the
flames from
the warming .
barrels.

Ogden said. The homeless have
issues beyond housing and jobs.
“Just the fact that we're keeping -
them alive is proof positive of the
good work being done.”

Detroit’s homeless population
is some 12,500, people with no
fixed address, with about 2,000
of those chronic. “We're finding
it’s just not an attractive charity
anymore,” Ogden said.

Homeless people are often
veterans (one-third)or seniors
and children (one-half), Many
people are on a slippery slope .
toward homelessness.

“They look like your neigh-
bors, they look like your friends,”
Ogden said.
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~ ORVIEWS
With 2008 behind us, there
is much to hope for in 2009

As the year 2008 comes to a close, it's time to turn our atten-
tion to what we hope will be a much better 2009. With that in
mind, the Observer offers some New Year's resolutions — or
wishes really — for our state, our communities and the men and
women who govern them.

B Certainly we are hoping 2009 will be the year the Big 3 turn
things around and are again the beacon of American capitalism.
Hopefully the auto industyy is able to use the recent lifeline.
from the federal government to survive long enough where it
can retool itself to produce fuel-efficient vehicles that will help
America break its addiction to foreign oil.

M If the recent troubles of the Big 3 havetaughtus nothing
else, 1t15thaxourstaielstoodependentontheautomdusu'y
Michigan must continue to invest in other economic sectors,
particularly in the development of alternative fuels and bio-tech-
nology. Western Wayne County could reap the benefits of such
investment because of the companies and infrastructure already

in place. This kind of investment could be the springboard for

Michigan to regain its global stature as a hotbed of innovation.
B Like last year, 2009 promises to be a challenging one for
state lawmakers, who nmust find a way to avoid massive budget

deficits. Thatbemgsa.ld, one area where the state cannot afford

to make any more cuts is in the funding of public education. If
Michigan wants to be a global innovator in alternative energy
or any other industry, we must produce students who can meet
the challenges of future workplaces. We must admit that our
schools are falling behind. Funding is not keeping up with the
costsassoclaiedwrthrunmngquahtyschoo]s lemgourpubhc
schools must be a priority.

l'I'henewyearnnghtJustbetheyearﬂlatDetmrtandIts sub-~
wrbs finally reach some eonsensus about the Detroit Water and
Sewerage Department, and how the city supplies water to its 4.3
million customers. An agreement reached just a couple weeks
ago is finally providing some hope that the city and suburbs can
form a partnership built on trust rather than animosity. The
historic agreement, which calls for the creation of a five-member
directors’ council made up of both city and suburban leaders,
should allow the DWSD to eventually get out from under federal
oversight.

Canton

B We hopethenewyearmllbnngmsdomm all ofCantons
newly elected officials. With a new supervisor, treasurer and
three new trustees, as well as a new state representative and new
district court
ership. All of them should have a goal of maintaining Canton's
high quality of life that residents have come to expect..

W In this tough economiy, we hope Canton Leisure Services
(recently named the top recreation service provider in the
nation) will be able to continue providing top-notch services

and programs. Whether it's Liberty Fest, the senior programs or
the B.L.OCXK. teen center, Leisure Services does a fantastic job

reaching all segments of Canton's citizenry.

Garden City

B We hope Garden City Schools continue the good work on
reducing the district’s financial deficit. Instead of the projected
$1.8 million deficit, the shortage had dropped to an expected
$1.2 million.

B Garden City should resolve to continue its several years of
keeping spending down that have resulted in a $2 million fund
balance. That money will help as revenues are expected to be
flat or declining in the next couple of years.

~ Livonia _
B We hope developers of the former Livonia Ma.]l re-create
and rejuvenate that old corner of Middlebelt and Seven Mile

so that shoppers can experience variety and enjoy convenience -

there, The mall, renamed Livonia Marketplace, has locked run-
down for years and needs an upgrade badly. Perhaps a revital-
“ized mall will bring a rebirth for that end of town.

W We hope Plymouth Road remains a viable business artery
for the city and that entrepreneurs can develop plans for single
businesses to create a new vitality along that strip. Yes, the
economy is bad right now, but when we shop locally, we can help
pump money into the commumity:-

Piymouth

B We hope the newly seated Plymouth Township Board of
Trustees will foster more of an open, transparent atmosphere
than theyve been doing, particularly recently. Officials need to
be more open about how much money the township is spending,

. particularly on labor lawyers, and quit relying on closed-session
meetings to help enact policies and procedures without ruch
discussion in open forums. While all perfectly legal, it doesn’t do
much for public morale. -

B We'd like to see Plymouth Township explore the possibility
of a recreation department of its own. Currently the township
has a number of athletic facilities — Lake Point Soccer Park,
Plymouth Township Park and Hilltop Golf Course — that might

make for natural programs of their own. It’s an idea worth

exploring.
Westland

M Westland has a chance in 2009 to implement .a long-

- awaited curbside recycling program with a rewards component

. for residents who participate. City officials hope to include
RecycleBank in the new program, which would allow house-
holds to accumulate points for the amount of materials they
recycleandredeemthanfor d:scountstoplamslﬂierestaurants
and movie theaters.

B We hope Westland continues pushing for a state-approved
cleanup plan for lead-contaminated Central City Park so that
the city’s one-time recreation jewel can be returned for safe pub-
lic use as soon as possible.

Mbsetrver

f <) GANNETT
Hugh Galtagher

Susan Rosiek Jeannie Parent
Managing Editor | Executive Editor | Senior Director of
) .| Sales & Marketing

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
to the business success of our customers.

- www.hometownlife.com .
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Remember southern hostifity

*Among the disparate groups of retirees
- with whom I associate weekly, arather

common theme is appearing quite often::
‘Why are those southern senators so intent
on destroying this country’s last major
indigenousindustry? I listen intently to the
opinions and then offer my humble response.
People like Sen. R. Shelby, et. al. have two
goals in mind: 1) destroy the unions (even
though it has been widely reported that our
workers, in some cases make less than the
ones in the “right-to-work” states); and 2)
keep fighting the Civil War. (Come on, guys.
You lost. Deal with it. Move on.}

‘The fact is, through no small effort on the

- paltof the northern states (and our unions),

our next president is an extremely intel-
ligent black person, and is an encumbrance

50 onerous to the Neanderthal throwbacks

south of the Ohio border that they have
decided to decimate one out of seven jobs in
this country.

Apparently, these wonderful folks have no
idea (much less a concern) about how many
families this will affect, about the tremens
dous loss of vital reverme to cities, ete., or
about the millions of dollars it will cost to
provide unemployment benefits, ete.

‘A member of one of my groups said, “Well
yeah, you're right, but what can we do about
it?” At my age, Fhave to continually fight the

" urge to say things like, “Well, for (goodness)

sake, you could at least contact your congress
person and the senators who are trying to
dumponus!”

Phus, T also hate myself for coming up with
sarcastic and malevolent answers to legiti-
mate questions, but I couldn’t help myself.

1 said, “Hey, [ know you are going to Biloxi
for the winter, and you're taking the cat and
the collie with you. Start saving up ali the
kitty-poo and doggy-doo until you get to
Alabama.”
Frederick J. Libbing
Plymouth

Worn out her welcome

Gov. (Jenmifer) Granholim would be of
novalue in an Obama administration post.
Granholm can't help Michigan and, quite
truthfully, never has helped Michigan.
President-elect Obama can be better served
by many more elected leaders with proven
executive experience, such as Alaska Gov. -
Sarah Palin.

1t’s a bit much seeing Gov. Granholm
appear all over the national broadcast media
speaking on behalf of Michigan about the
auto loan bailout. I'm a bit sick and tired of
her ineffective, long-winded tenure. Doesn’t

* Gov. Granholm realize that in the mind of

many Michigan Democratic Party voters, she
has worn out her welcome a long time ago?
We're hurting big time and all Granholm
does is talk-talk and pretend thai sheisan
important player in getting the Big Three
auto loan. It's not the time to gloat whenrthe
Big Three’s chances of survival are at less
than 50 percent. ;
The truth of the matter is that Gov.
Granholm is globalization’s best friend.
As aone-{ime avid supporter, I remember
an event at a Warren/Macomb Chamber
of Commerce talk in May 2005. I wish
everyone disaffected UAW auto worker
would have been there and seen that drama.
Granholm tightly held Tom Friedman’s book
The World is Flat with both hands over her

LETTERS

head and told the crowd that we had bet-

ter get on board or be left behind. What she
should have been doing is knocking down the
doors of the Big Three and threatened to kick

the (expletive) out of them out of them if they

continued to focus on building SUVs which
would one day make Michigan the laughing-
stock of the entjire developed world.

If T were advising Gov. Granholm, I'd sug-
gestthat she bow out before the Big Three
delivers their report card to Washington next
March 31, and give Lt. Gov. John Cherrya
well deserved chance to use his skiflsasa
public-policy maker and help Michigan wake
from our econornic nightmare, -

* Maybe Obama can name Granbolm to a
post in some enchanted faraway place such
as Mongolia or Uruguay. She could develop
her theatrical skills and promote the U.S.
as well and I'd suspect have an audience,
becanse right now, nobody is hstemng to her
around these parts. =

If Gov: Granholm sticks around, the
remainder of her term will paralle] that of
President Bush’s past two years in office,
which was hindered by an absence of politi-
cal capital. Nobody’s been listening to him

" Tately.

Hopefully, the Michigan Republican Party

 will select a more well-qualified candidate

to run for governor in 2010. Dick DeVos just
couldn’t cut the cake and was a very poor
choice in the 2006 election cycle. s too
bad and unfortunate that .S, Rep. Pete
Hoekstra didn’t step up in 2006 and run. He
may have been a godsend for Michigan. I'm
ready to cast my vote for him right now.
Kenneth Hréha
* Dryden

Goodfellows thanks

I'would like to say a heartfelt “thank
you" to everyone who was a part of Canton
Goodfellows this year, It was a huge project,
with 625 children to serve, but with all of the
great Santa’s Helpers in Canton, we were able
to get the job done.

Our board members are surely the best.
They put their own lives on hold for a week
and work harder than ever at getting all of
our families taken care of. And our donors
make the whole project possible. Chamber
members, residents, citizens old and young
— you are the heart and soul of the Canton
Goodfellows. Your generosity and support 11&
us all up when we need it so badly.

Goodfellows is a labor of love — one that
should encompass every Catton resident, We
must show our love and concern for all of our
coymmunity’s children.

Again, from the bottorn of my hea,rt, to
each and every one who cared this year,
many, many tharﬂ<s' Merry Christmas.

Nancy Spencer

Canton:

Lions Club thanks

The Plymouth Lions Club would like to
thank community mernbersfor the ovet-
whelming support shown during our Candy
Cane sales event that was held Nov. 28-29.

‘With your help, we had a very successful
fund-raiser, And in these hard times, we
appreciate every dollar and dime,

_ Collected funds will be used to support
the many projects Lions conduct throughout
the year. Some of the community programs
include First Step, Penrickton School for the
Blind, Plymouth High School scholarships

and leader dogs for the blind.
Your donations will truly make a differ-

ence. Thank you for helping us help others!:

Sincerely, J

l Debbie Baudino-Dowling.

Plymiouth Lions Club

Plymauth

Have a little faith

I am a middle school student doing a
project on the economic erisis. Now Ehelieve
thatleans took part of the economic crisis. So -
many people kept pulling out loans from the
bank to pay for the mortgage, wanted items
and other expenses. Also, since most people
never paid back the loans, some bankshad to
shut down. Bariks today are tightening loans -
to people that are too risky.

Nt only did the loans take part of the -

. economic crisis, but consumer fearplayeda
. role, too. People started to see that the stocks

went down, so they started pulling and pull- -

 ing them out. They fear that they willlose
oo mich money, so they take the stocksout. -~

As the stock points go down, so does faithin .
the stock market. So if we just believed in our -~ -
stocks, we just might cemeupfaster Sohave = -
alittle faith, - '
Zahra Bawangh
’ Canton

Notafriend

Gov. Granholm is not a friend of the auto-
mobile industry. She supports union closed
shops, handicapping manufacturers. She
prevents slant oil drilling under the Great
Lakes that could alleviate expensive gas.

She wants autos to run on clean electricity,
but will not provide enough of that either.
She won't permit abundant nuclear or coal
energy, but dreams of wind and solarpower.
These developments will not occur in her
lifetime:

Some citizens were happy when $4 gaso-
line sent our wealth to Third World nations.
Guilt-ridden that America uses more than

ur share” ef energy, we were forced to
economize or starve. Profits of “greedy” oil
companies amount to nine cents a gallon.
Michigan taxes are 19 cents and Lansing
politicians propose an increase, The staie col-
lects double the profit and seeks more while .
opposingourneeds. .

Federal financing will not solve Michigan's
problems. Sendmg Granholm away mlght

help.
Hank Borqnm
Farmington

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please .
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask-that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edtt for clarity, space
and content

* Mail:

Letters to the editor
Livonia Observer :
615 W. Lafayette, Second Level

~ Detroit, MI 48226

Fax. -
(313) 223-4650

E-mail:
kabramcz@hometownlife. com

“Investment in infrastructure is a necessary and good thing. It's something that vnll fast and not be tempurarv I
will be interested in the details and what gets put into the package.”

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter, discussing President-elect Barack Obama's intentions for an economic stimuius
package centered around government investment in repairing the nation's infrastructure
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' search, he was replaced by Michelle Cline, u SalemnghSchool Principal Jerry are in the middle of a fourth school year
2008 a consultant who was also a former assis~ Ostoin, 64, retired after suffering a without a contract. South Redford teach:
tant curriculurn divector for the district. stroke. Ostoin began his career with ers are negotiating with school adminis=
FROM PAGE A1 A former reference librarian, James Plymouth-Canton Schools in 1974, and trators to obtain a new oontract.
Lenze returned to the Garden City - was appointed principal at Salem in :
B Canton’s political season, complete Library as director replacing Joan 1986. Meanwhile, Supérintendent Jim WESTLAND
with a Barack Obama Campaign for Elmouchi, who left after 13 years to Ryan retired in February. The school M Westland showed signs of progress
Change field office on Ford Road, was become director of the Chelsea District board’s search brought in Dr. Craig Fiegel ~ in 2008 despite shrinking revenues, rising
colorfill with Melissa McLaughlin getting ~ Library. from Evergreen Park, IIL Meanwhile, =~ foreclosures and warnings from auditors
avictory over Joan Noricks to become B Over the spring and summer, the sec- the district became the third largest in that the city should brace for mcreasmgly
township treasurer. Three new trustees, ond phase of Maplewood — Inkster Road Michigan, behind Detroit and Utica. difficult times. -
Jobn Anthony, Syed Taj and Pat Williams, ~ to Harrisort and Henry Ruff to Merriman = Arnong those who made us proud, M The city adopted anewﬁve—year
were also elected, — was reconstructed. Combined with the country singer Sarah Lenore of Plymouth,  parks plan and brought in community
earlier reconstruction project, that gives whowas eliminated on American Idol volunteers to Tattan Park to build Play -
the heavily traveled street new pavement the last night the final 10 acts were Planet, one of the country’s largestcon- -
from Inkster Road to Merriman, announced. And the Fred Hill Briefease tiguous play structures. Mayor William
W In: July, a new weekly Garden City Drill Team was chosen to march in the Wild's administration continued pushing
Farmers Market sponsored by the DDA Macy'’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. forward with a remediation plan for con- |
and the Chamber of Commerce opened taminated Central City Park, amid hopes
just south of Kroger. The market was a the state will approve aproposal that =
success and is expected to open earlier in would include soccer fields and a veterans
- 2009, : memorial.
B Garden City and Garden City Schools BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER W The city also moved forward with
agreed in concept to swap ownership : : Wild's Mission Green program, aplan ...
BiiL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER of the Maplewood Community Center, Despite a campaign to get Livonia voters to make the city more environmentally
which the city leases from the school .to support annexing the site of the friendly and cost-efficient. The biggest
New Canton Supervisor Phil Ladoy district, for the Community Pool, owned ~ former Northville Psychiatric Hospital in component will be a curbside recycling
signs the official papers provided by by the ity but connected to and used by Northville Township, voters shot down the effort, expected this spring, that will
Clerk Terry Bennett minutes before Garden City High School Alegal descrip- 'measure in August. include financial incentives for residents
he was sworn in on Dec. 19. LaJoy tion and other details of the swap are still who participate.
. succeeded Tom Yack, whe served as being worked out. developer put seven security guards on B Wayne-Westland teachershada-
supervisor for 20 years. the property. The REIS eraployees reg- brief strike in Octeber to protest the lack
LIVONIA istered to vote as residents of Northville - of progress in still-ongoing contract talks
And before he retired in December ® In Livonia, plans for a new Township. Once residency had been Judge Karen Khalil congratulates new with administrators. On a more posi-
turning the supervisor’s office over courthouse drew complaints last established, they petitioned for an elec- Redford Supervisor Tracey Schultz Kobylarz  tive note, one of the district’s graduates,
to Phil LaJoy, Tom Yack’s support of summer from some nearby residents  tiontobe annexed totheadjacentcityof  {right) after she was swornin en the steps  Ashlee Baracy, earned the title of Miss
MeLanghlin's treasurer bid was called who were concerned that the facil- Livonia. of township hall in November. She defeated  Michigan. '
into question by a group calling them- ity, placed between their homes and On Aug, 5, voters rejected the proposal,  incumbent Mifes Handy in the August ® Ope of the most shocking crimes
selves Watchdog Canton, and hundreds the Livonia Civic Center Library, 14,416-10,932. primary. oceurred in Angust, when suspected
of his e-mnails were obtained resulting in would put too many residents and B Tn November's general e]ectlon, John drug dealers engaged in a shootout with
acomplaint being filled with the stateby ~ their children in close contact with Walsh was elected as Livonias newstate ~ REDFORD undercover Romulus police officers out- |
the executive director of the Michigan criminals at the court. The 39,000- representative, replacing term-limited B Redford voters wanted a change side a shopping center near Merriman
Campaign Finance Network. square-foot courthouse will hold two  John Pastor, and City Attorney Sean in the township's leadership and chose and Warren. One suspect was killed, one

M While the township was ranked
as the 24th safest community in the
nation with populations over 75,000

and is able to claim the lowest crime

- rate among similar sized communi-
ties in the region, crime isn't immune
to Canton.

" Gary Allen Steele, a Detroit police
officer, is awaiting trial for allegedly .
assaulting his ex-girlfriend and firing
a gun near her head at her township
home and former Plymouth Christian
Academy teacher Stephanie Ann
Stein was sentenced io a minirum
of three years in prison for having
a sexual relationship with a former
student.

GARDEN CITY

¥ The Garden City High School
Cougars won the state softball champi-
onship defeating Alpena 2-1. It was the
first state championship earned by any
Garden City High School team.

W Some familiar faces left Garden City
during 2009 only to be replaced by some
other familiar faces. Superintendent since
2002, Richard Witkowski wrapped up a
38-vear career with Garden City Schools
in February. After a superintendent

courtrooms, one magistrate’s hearing
room, holding cells, a sally port for
prisoner transfer, a probation office
with room for 12 officers and archive
storage space. Cost of the building is
estimated aj % $11 million. The council
approved the site on a 5-1 vote in July,
after learning that other sites on the
city campus would require differing -
levels of site preparation and cost
anywhere between $600,000 and $1
million more,

W Last summer’s election season
featured a fierce battle over the annexa-
tion of 414 acres of the site of the for-
mer Northville Psychiatric Hospital in
Livonia’s primary election on Ang. 5.
REIS, a partnership between develop-
ers Real Estate Interests Group and
Schostak Brothers, sought the annexation
with Livonia after the developers could
notreach an agreement with Northville
Township officials on a proposed a mixed-
use development that included single and
multiple housing, office and commercial
development. The plan proposed required

exceptions to the township’s zoning regu-
lations and master plan. The developer
filed suit against the township.

At the request of the township, the
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Kavanagh was elected 16th District Court
Judge.
PLYMOUTH

B Residents in the Plymouith cormmu-

" nity had to wait unttil the end of the year to

get their biggest highlight of 2008: com-
pletion of the Sheldon Road underpass.
The project closed Sheldon Road between
Plymouth and Northville for nearly two

years, When it opened last month, motor-

- ists lined up to be among the first on the

newly constructed road, honking horns
and waying in celebration. The idea was
sparked by a $5.5 million federal grantin
1999 and tock a decade to complete, with
the final $15.5 million price tag about
twice the original cost estimates.

B A Plymouth Township teen and his
friend from Westland were sentenced to
prison for the stabbing death of a River
Rouge man in a Canton Township garage.
Jean Pierre “JP” Orlewicz, 18, of Plymouth
Township will spend his life in prison
after being convicted by ajury of first-
degree murder for the Nov, 2007 killing
of Daniel Sorenson and then beheading
him. Alex Letkemann, 18, of Westland
pleaded guilty to second-degree murder
and will spend up to 30 years in prison.

Tracey Schultz Kobylarz over incumbent
R. Miles Handy IT in the Democratic pri-
mary election Aug. 5. Kobylarz also won
the general election on Nov. 4, defeating
James Bailey,

® House Speaker Andy Dillon won
two elections in Novernber: he defeated
a ballot proposal asking voters to recall
him from office and defeated Republican
Sandra Eggers. Dillon was elected to
athird term as state representative for
the 17th District, consisting of Redford
Tovwnship, Dearborn Heights and a por-
tion of Livonia,

Township Clerk Garth Christie retained
his seat by a parrow margin, defeating
Kathleen Mooradian in the Democratic
primary election. Christie was unopposed
on the November ballot. Lily Cavanagh
won election as thé new township trea- '
surer, defeating Paul Borland in the
November general election. Cavanagh
succeeds Bob Brang, who decided not to
seek re-election and stepped down from
the treasurer’s office after serving there
since 1984.

B Redford Union teachers want anew
contract from the school board, so they
protested at school board meetings this

~ summer and fall. The teachers are now -

pleaded guilty to his role, and three othels
still are facing trial.

B Westland snagged some newbum
nesses but also saw the closing of others,
including its last movie theater, Showcase
Cinema. One of Westland's premier poli-
ticians, Wayne Cotnty Commissioner
Kay Beard, stepped down after 30 years,
Westland also learned it will be astop
along a proposed commuter rail line that
is expected to run between Detroit and
Ann Arbor — amove that could spur new
development andjobs. -

Michael Yates of GameTime (left) and
volunteer Bernie Brewer of the-Wayne ...
Masonic Lodge 112.help to build Westland s
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Ed Wright, editor . (734)953-2108 , ewright@homefownlife.com

Pats stop
Rochester
n toumey

BY BRAD EMONS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

“After playing four close games in
a row and losing three straight, the
Livonia Franklin boys basketball team
finally got a breather on Saturday.

The Patriots took a 28-14 halftime
lead and rolled to a 44-26 win over

" Rochester in the consolation game of

the Franklin Holiday Tournament.

"Dearborn Fordson, getting 24 points
from Daraoun Mashrah and 14 from
Jamal Williams, captured the tourna-
ment title and improved to 7-0 with a
58-51 win over Howell,

Franklin, now 2-3 on the season,
missed making the final after squan-
dering a 43-37 third-quarter advantage
en route to a 55-51 setback to Howell in
Friday's opener.

The Highlanders outscored Franklin
18-8 in the decisive fourth quarter.

“Last night (Friday) we were out-
worked, outhustled and did not close it
out,” * Franklin coach J eremy Rbeault

* said. “I like the way we're playing, but

we did not handle the pressure and we
did not finish. It was the most turn-
overs we've had so far.

“Tonight (Saturday) we made a big
(personnel) adjustment. We played
extremely hard and executed.”

Senior forward Connor Leidal, who
had a game-high 25 points in the loss
to Howell, also led Franklin against
Rochester with 13 points.

Jeff Poole and Andy McCaffery each -
added eight, while Garrett Gumm con-
tributed seven.

Nick Shafkalis and Nlck 0 Neﬂ each o

scored six for the Falcons (2-4) -
Fordson, getting 27 points from
Baguer Sayed and 14 from Williams,
edged Rochester in the other tourney
semifinal, 54-53.
Shafkalis had 15 for the Falcons,
while Keith Newberry added 14,
Howell (3-2) got 18 points from Tyler

Please see HOOPS, B2
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Livonia Franklin's Jeff Poole rises above
Howell's Tyler Hughes during first-round
action in the Frankfin Holiday Tournament.
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Plymouth’s Ryan Hayes (10) battles Sarma s Steve Ferry for control of the puck duranq flrst penod action Monday afternoon. Hayes scored the

Whalers’ first goal, but the Sting prevailed, 5-2.

lcy start dooms Whalers in 5- 2 setback to Sarnia

BY.ED WRIGHT
QBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Like the rock-hard fruitcake you
received for Christmas one year froin
your great aunt, and the ceramic
frog you got in the holiday office gift
exchange, the Plymouth Whalers -
would like to take back Monday after-
noon’s matinee against visiting Sarnia.

Unfortunately, the Ontario Hockey
Leéague has a no-return policy.

In a battle of Ontario Hockey
League Western Conference West
Division rivals, the Sting tallied a pair
of early first-period goals before skat-
ing to a 5-2 trinmph before a “Kids™
Day” crowd of 2,041 at Compuware -
Arena.

The loss dropped the recently red-
hot Whalers to 16-16-4~0 (36 points)
while the Sting improved to 18-15-2-2.

Windsor leads the division with
61 points, 17 more than seconduplace
Saginaw.

Moments before Monday’s open-
ing face-off, Plymouth coach Mike
Vellucei emphasized to his team the
importance of a fast start, but it was
Sarnia that seemed to heed the mes-
sage as it bolted to a 2-0 lead within
the contest’s first 15 minutes.

*I was disappointed in our effort,
especially in the first 10 minutes,” said

" Vellucci. "This was Sarnia’s first game

back from the holidays and it was our

second, so there was no excuse.
“Before the game, I talked to the

team about taking it to them in the

~ first 10 minutes, but the opposite hap-

Mike Vellucci has turdthé season around
far the Whalers since grabbing the head-
+ toaching reins Nov. 10,

pened — they took it to us.”

The Whalers-entered the contest
with nine wins in their previous 13
games, but they've struggled the past
week, Vellucci said.

“We hadn’t been playing well lead-
ing up to this game,” the franchise’s
coach, general manager and president
said. “We won the other night, but our
goalie stood on his head.

“We're getting a little too cocky, -
thinking we're better than we are. I
saw this coming.”

The Whalers played Monday’s game
without three of their most productive

#  playérs: leading scorer Chris Terry,

who suffered an injuryin Saturday’s
4-3 victory over Saginaw); defenseman
Michal Jordan, who is competing for
Czechoslovakia in the World Junior
Hockey Championships; and Tvler
Seguin, who is toiling for Canada in

_ the Ut7 World Championships.

Terry’s injury will be evaluated by

- a doctor on Wednesday. Jordan and

Seguin will return the first week of
January.

Sarnia’s Justin DiBenedetto one-
timed in a Michael Neal pass frond the
door-step 3:14 into the game to give
the Sting a 1-0 advantage.

The visitors doubled their lead }ust
over three minutes later when Jamie
Arniel made the Whalers pay for back-
to-back penalties with a two-man
advantage goal from the top of the left
circle at the 13:38 mark. Mark Katic
assisted.

Ryan Hayes lit the lamp for the .
Whalers with 5:12 left in the first
period when he hammered the puck
over Dan Spence’s left shoulder from
a point directly in front of the net,

20 feet out. Tyler J. Brown and Bo
Schmitz earned assists.

Hayes nearly knocked home an
equalizing power-play goal with 2:15
10 go in the opening stanza, but his
wrister rolled wide by mere inches.

With 23.5 seconds left in first,
Sarnia’s Marcus Pepe dinged the post
with a laser. ,

Sarnia outshot Plymouth, 15-13, over

Please see WHALERS, B4
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UM's Martin haifed

The Sporting News and
Rivals.com both ynveiled
its 2008 All-Freshman
teams with University of
Michigan true freshman
defensive tackle Mike
Martin (Redford/Novi-
Detroit Catholic Centyal
H.8) receiving recoghition
on each the publication’s
second-team squad.

The Big Ten Conference
had four league players
represented on.the first
tearh and five selected to
the second team. 7.0 -

“Martin led all U
freshman defenders
20 tackles O'n the ¢

loss and: two sacks’:
playedinall 12 contests
‘at defensive tackle, post-
ing stops in 10 of those 12

‘games.

Martin, a ﬁrstnteam All-
Big Ten Freshman Team
selection, tallied a seas
son- and career-best three
stops against Michigan

© State, Northwestern and

Chio State. He recorded
his first career sack vs.
Miami (Ohip) and.added
another during thé confer-
ence season against the
Spartans. - .

Martin
refurning defer
players on Michig;
two deep from this past
8£280D.

MU's Allen saluted

The Wolverine-Hoasier
Athletic Conference office
announced recently that
Madonna University
junior forward Leroy Allen
{Detroit) was selected
as the league’s Men's
Basketball Player of the
Week for the, perw@ nding

This-is Aller’s first Selec-
tion of his career and he .
is the first Crusader. men’s
player to be honored this
season. L

Connectlng on
shots, Allen had 18 pmnts
(one off his career-high),
grabbed six rebounds and
had a block to help the
Crusaders to a 63-60 win
Dec. 19 at Notre Dame
{Ohio) College.

The transfer from
Kirkland CC is MU’s sec-
ond leading scorer, putiing
in 12.6 points per game
while leading the Royal
Blue and Gold with seven
rebounds a night.
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Rockets' gold glare

John Glenn outlasts Rocks in Elks invite

BY ED WRIGHT
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Mermbers of the Westland John Glenn
wrestling team are getting pretty good at
perfecting a new hold: the trophy hold.

The Rockets captured first-place hard-
ware for the second time this season
Saturday after they won the Plymouth
Elks Salem Invitational in the Rocks’
gymnasium.

Despite competing without four start-
ers who were il}, John Glenn amassed 159
points to outlast the host Rocks (145} and
Melvindale (142).

“We have a lot of flexibility in our line-
up, which we needed today,” said John
Glenn coach Bill Polk. “Our depth really
came through today.”

Polk praised the effort of senior 152~

_ pounder Jeff Adkins, who earned the

tournament’s upper-weight class Most
Valuable Wrestler award after registering.
falls in two of his three matches. Adkins
pinned Monroe’s Nick Lujan in the 152-
pound final.

“I'm happy for Jeff because he’s a senior
and this is the first tournament he's won,”
said Polk. “He had a great day”

The Rockets also earned first-place
points from 112-pounder Anthony Pavlich

‘and 140-pounder Jimmy Mana. -

Salem coach Greg Woochuk was pleased
with his team’s performance, which was
spear-headed by Austin Root’s title~-grab-
bing effort at 189.

“We probably ﬁmshed as hlgh as we

'coﬁid,’“ said Woochuk. “We were down a

kid early in the day, so to only be 14 points
out of first is pretty good.

“I thought Austin Root, Sam Lepper and
Blake Abbey wrestled very well. Blake
isundersized for a heavywe1ght but he's
really holding his own.”

Root took gold by upending Belleville’s
Kaare Cigan, 5-2, in the 189-pound title
match.

Plymouth’s top performers were Vince
Rizzo, who placed third at 171, and Alex
Winn, who was third at 189.

Melvindale’s Gamal Yahia won the
lower-weights MVW award by sweeping
through his 103-pound matches.
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Salem's Kyle Middleditch‘ (right) looks for leverage against John Glenn's
Mark Thompson during a second-round 125-pound match during Saturay's
Plymouth Eiks Salem Invitational. Thompson won with a pin2:52 into the’
match.
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Hughes and 17 from Danny Fondriest
in the tournament final loss to
Fordson. Kyle Garra added 10.

Garra had a teami-high 12 in the
win over Franklin, while Hughes and
Fondriest each added nine.

Franklin was 19-0f-28 from the
foul line against Howell.

The Patriots will be off 19 days and
won't return to action until Jan. 16 at

I.IGHT ON"

South Lyon.

“It makes me feel good (the win
vs. Rochester) going into the break,”
Rheault said. “We'll take a whole
week off.”

JOHN GLENN 50, UNIVERSITY PREP 38: On
Monday, senior guard Austin Anderson
scored 17 points and Dorian Prather added
13 to lead host Westland John Glenn (3-1) to
avictory over Detroit University Prep in the
John Glenn Basketball Classie,

Glenn led 28-14 at halftime and stretched
its lead to 41-21 after three quarters.

Austin Omagbayi added 10 points for the
Rockets,

Deonia Watt led University Prep with 17.
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I Ristrictions and additional charges may apply to determine the
cost of major repairs. One coupon per custamer. Present at time
I ~ of vehicle drop off, Not valid with any other offer or coupon, I

L VALID AT THIS LOCATION QNLY. EXPIRES 4-1-08.
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NORTHWESTERN 82, CLARENCEVILLE 68: On
Saturday, Asaad Robinson poured in 22
points and dished out 10 assists to lead’
Detroit Northwestern (2-1) to a victory over
Livonia Clarenceville (1-3} in the Romulus
Holiday Tournament.

Senior forward Jamie Stewart scored a
game-high 28 points in a losing cause for
the Trojans. Nathan Clark added 20, while
Jeremy Gainer had 12. Sophomore center
Jalen Reynolds grabbed 18 rebounds.

Rasheed Wright added 15 points and
Diont'e Fowlkes added 14 points and 15
rebounds for the victorious Colts, the
defending Detroit PSL champions.
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Gas Certificate

with any minor or major auto
repair work over $500.00

Ask ahout our new VIP Program!

260 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth
(Behind Greko Printing)

734-402-8777

THANSMISSIONS BRAKES, POWER STEERING,
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John Glenn's Austin Anderson
looks for the cpen man,
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COMPLETE CAR
CARE EXPERTS:
Check Engine
Light On?
- Transmission
Problems?
Low Fluid Levels?
- Brake Noise?
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NEW YEAR'S DAY SAVINGS!

LAST 3 DAYS! Save an extra 15%!

sale

$67

99 gueen mattfess set

after 50% + 15% off
Serta “Platinum® Reg. 1592.99

CALIFORNIA Burba
COLORADO Broomfie!
ILLINOIS Lombard 63(C
MICHIGAN Novi 248

50% OFF ALL MATTRESS SETS

PLUS AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF ALL MATTRESS SETS

Excludes Stearns & Foster. Additional 10% off Stearns & Foster.

LAST 3 DAYS! 15% CASH BACK on all pIumblng and vanities

Cash back after mail-in rebate. Excludes Kohler special orders. See store for details. Offer ends 1/3/09.
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4-6(,{)-8800,
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Super
soph leads
Chiefs to
victory

BY ED WRIGHT
OZSERVER STAFF WRITER

Leave it to Lever.

That’s exactly what Canton’s
basketball team did during a
pivotal third-quarter stretch in
Monday afternoon’s match-up
with Ferndale in the Westland
John Glenn Shoot-Out
Tournament.

Sophomore point guard
Deitrich Lever buried three
consecutive clutch three-point
shots to spark the Chiefs’ 73-66
victory in the Rockets’ gym.

The trivmph improved
Canton’s record to 2-0 while*
the Eagles slipped t6 1-3.

“Ferndale switched to a zone
against us, Deitrich found
some openings and hit the
shots,” said Canton coach Dan
Coltigan. “Ferndale shot 49
percent for the game, so they
made a lot of shots. We're going
to need to improve on our
defense.”

Ferndale led 34-32 at the
half before the Chiefs posted
20- and 21-point quarters in
the second half.

Lever led the way with 25

" points. Marlan Glenn (16),

Kevin Weisz (10) and George
Muresan (eight) also played
well for the winners. .

Cecil Clarke paced the Ea.gles
with 17 points.

Muresan and Weisz both
yanked down six boards for
Canton.

Along with Lever’s threes,
Colligan also pointed tera
fourth-quarter, turn-around

“ jump hook in the lane by

Daniel Stoney as a key basket
in the victory.

“That shot gave us alittle
cushion and we never trailed .
again,” the second-year coach
said.

Canton drained 17-0f—27 free
throws while the Eagles man-
aged to find the mark on just
4-0f-17 from the charity stripe.
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THE WEEK AHEAD

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Saturday, Jan. 3
Canton at EH. Mercy, 4 p.m.
PREP HOCKEY -
Saturday, Jan, 3
Ladywood vs. Bicomfield
at Arctic Pond, 6:30 p.m.
Salem &t Farmington United
at Farmington Hills Ice Arena, $:30.0.m.
PREP WRESTLING
Saturday, Jan. 3
Romulus Royal Tournament, 9:30 a.m.
Wyandotte Invitational, 9:30 a.m.
PREP GYMNASTICS
Saturday, Jan. 3
Salem Invitationa at
- Plymouth gym, 10 a.m.
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Saturday, Jan. 3
St. Clair Co, CC at Schooieraft, 3 p.m,
Madonna vs. Marygrove College
at U-D Jesuit H.S., 3 p.m.
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Saturday, Jan, 3
St. Clair Co. C€ at Schooteraft, 1p.m.

PREP BOWLING RESULTS

WAYNE MEMORIAL 19
WATERFORD KETTERENG 11

Dec. 16 at Novi Bowl
Wayne Individual scorers: Kellen Collison,
204-193-397; Elliot Arnold, 189-202-39%, Ryan
Gabriel, 160-228-388; Josh Vojtkofsky, 168-
206-374; T.j. Lave, 159-161-320. Totals: 880-
690,870 89 pomts) .
Ketterlnq individual scorers: Jake
Fincannon, 200-214-414; Alex Dengate,
200-192-392; Adam Lessel, 212:177-385: Mike
Popchak, 219161-386; Stephen Miller, 159-167-
326. Totals: 980- 9}7190 (1t points).
Baker qames Wayne, 223-191-414 (10 peints);
Kettering, 214-126- -34G (0 peints).
Wayne's overall record: 4-0. ~
Top Wayne individuat game averages;
Arnold, 222; Gabriel, 203; Vojikofsky, 200.
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