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BY BRAD KADRICH
(OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The Salvation' Armiy’s annual Red
Kettle fund-raising campaign is one of
the most recognizable charitable drives
around, and their Thanksgiving and
Christmas Adopt-a-Family programs
are perhaps their most visible and well-
known efforts.

And while those programs saw
increasing numbers this year as the
economy suffered, they aren't the
only mumbers on the rise within the
Salvation Army. Lesser known, but
equally as important, programs such
as utility and rent assistance are also
climbing, :

At the Plymouth Salvation Army, for
instance, calls for utility assistance are
coming at a rate of some 30 per day.

“We're seeing a huge increase in utility
and rent {assistance),” said Laurie Aren,
the Plymouth Corps’ director of family
and community ministries. “We encour-
age them to go to the Department of
Human Services {because) that gets
them in line for other kinds of assis-
tance, as well”

Aren said many of the calls she fields
are from people who “are in shutoff right
now,” people who ran up large utility
bills staying cool during the suramer.
Many calls, she said, come from people
inlow~income housing or mobile homes,
drafty structures difficult to heat during
the winter and cool in the summer.

She said the largest bill she’s seen
from someone seeking help is $3,600,
though she said she'd heard tell of one
bill that closed in on $10,000.

“I’s cyclical” Aren said. “People are

V.

s for

ce rise

in shutoff now from the summer. Then
shutoff protection plans expire in the
spring, so we'll start seeing them again
in April, May and June.”

While fielding some 30 utility calls

- aday, Aren said the Plymotith corpsis

also getting about 15-20 calls per day -
for rent assistance, in addition o 35-40
calls per day for food assistance.

In addition, the corps adopted some
435 farilies for Christmas (up.from
343 in 2007), a figure that encompasses
some 1,035 children (up from 737 ayear
ago). The holiday need adds additional
stress to an already strained misston.

“The challenge for us is while people
are turning to us for Christmas and
Thanksgiving assistance, we're trying
to keep up with our regular case load,”
said Maj. Jim Irvine, the corps officer in

. Plymouth.

It’s the same around the county.
According to Capt. Derek Rose. com-
mander of the Wayne-Westland
Salvation Army, his corps is fielding
some 20-30 calls a day for assistance.
Unfortunately, the Wayne-Westland
corps won't receive its funding for util-
ity/rent assistance until after the first
of the year, That means Rose’s staffers
have to refer those in need to other
agencies, such as the DHS, churches
and other organizations that might be
able to help.

And Wayne-Westland, like the other
corps, saw an increase in need over the
holidays. According to Rose, the Wayne-
Westland Salvation Armay had some 700
requests for help this year, up from 630
ayear ago.

Please see REQUESTS, A4

Gift exchange has
a charitable side

8Y JULIE BROWN
Q&E STAFF WRITER

Did you end up with a gift that
doesn't exactly suit your tastes?
Consider coming to Westland
Shopping Center 6-8 p.m. Monday,
Dec, 29, for 2 “White Elephant” gift
exchange or donation,

The event, in the East Court,
will benefit the Wayne-Westland
Salvation Army.

“Bring along everything and any-
thing you'd like to exchange,” said
Denise Mills, marketing manager
for Westland Shopping Center, at

Wayne and Warren roads. “We'll see '

what happens.”

This is the first year for the
“White Elephant” exchange so
organizers aren'’t sure just what the
response will be. It came from the

mall’s corporate office which had a
*Spread the Cheer” program, includ-
ing the concept.

“I thought, ‘Let’s give ita try,’”
Mills said. o

Participants will bring a gift,
new or of good quality, and register
it with a contact phone mimber.
Organizers will make calls Tuesday
to let donors know if the item is
wanted for exchange. Unwanted
items can be donated to the
Salvation Army.

“We wanted to give them a head
start for next vear,” Mills said. “We'll
do the rounds on Tuesday. Being a
first time, you have no idea.”

She chose not to put size limits on
gifts: “We'll just see what shows up.”

There’s no cash involved, strictly a
gift exchange. For details, call Mills
at (734) 425-5001.
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H. Clemens of Westland stands near the stagecoach he built in his back yard.

wild

I/I/ild)
Man builds a
stagecoach

BY DARRELL CLEM
CBSERVER STAFF WRITER

H. Clemens doesn’t fancy himself
a modern day John Wayne, even
if he did build a stagecoach in his
back yard.

“I just always wanted to build
one,” said Clemens, 58, a self-
employed auto body repairman and
painter.

His stagecoach blends with other
relics, including an old-fashioned
locomotive and a windmill, that

" can be found on Clemens’ prop-

erty on Westland’s southeast side.’
He even has a Memory Lane sign
posted in his back yard.

Clemens built his latest project,
similar to an old U.S8. Mail delivery
stagecoach, last summer. He used
wheels and axles he bought at an
old apple orchard, and he pieced
together scrap wood, steel, leather
belt straps, handmade latches and
a couple of Old West-style arrows
that make it appear as though his
latest creation has been under
attack.

He used galvanized deck screws
and construction adhesive to hold
his stagecoach together even dur-
ing winter weather, and he tucked
a couple of plastic skeletons inside
his old-school ride. He calls one of
them Tex.

If anything seems a little mod-

‘ern on this stagecoach, it might

- Clemens had it and figured he may

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

be the Wyoming license plate, but

as well put it to use.

Even though the stagecoach
doesn’t really roli, Clemens put
up a sign advertising for a full-
time driver who must be handy
with firearms and speak fluent
Cherokee. The pay: $20 a month.

The other side of the sign notes
that coach rides are available,
though riders are warned of pos-
sible holdups and urged to take out
their own scalping insurance.

While he doesn’t live in the wild,
wild West, Clemens does seem
proud of the stagecoach he built in
his little corner of Westland.

“Tt was a labor of love,” he said.

declem@hometownlife.com | (734) 9532110

Police seek info on three holdups

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Westland police are investigating a
rash of armed robberies or attempts,
including two that occurred in a
sprawling apartment complex, The
Landings, southeast of Warren and
Central City Parkway.

The most recent holdup happened
about 8:45 p.m. Toesday, when a
25-year-old mother was getting her
child out of the back seat of her car

- in a Landings parking lot, police Sgt.

Steve Borisch said.

“Someone approached her, stuck
an unknown object to her back and
took her purse,” he said.

The victim wasn't hurt, and the
lone bandit fled on foot. He was -
described as a tall black male with a
slim build. His face was masked, and
be wore an orange jacket with fur-
around the collar, Borisch said.

Two nights earlier, a lone bandit
who caught a taxi cab from Inkster
to Westland tried to rob-the driver

of money, but escaped with only a
cell phone following a brief struggle
at The Landings, police Sgt. Brian
Miller said. .

The suspect produced a handgun,
but no shots were fired during the
incident that happened about 9 p.m.
last Sunday, police said. The gun-
man had been picked up by the cab
driver near Inkster and Annapolis
roads,

Miller said the cab driver
described the gunman as a black
male, 5 feet, 9 inches tall, 150 to
160 pounds, in his early 20s. His
clothing included what the victim
described as a white, fur-type hat,
Miller said.

Meanwhile, an attempted rob-
bery happened shortly after 8 p.m.
Monday at Romantasy, a retail busi-
ness in a shopping center on the
northwest side of Wayne and Hunter
roads, Borisch said.

Two men armed with handguns
went into the store and tried to take
money from a 65-year-old female

clerk, who slammed the cash register
drawer closed and pressed an alarm,
Borisch said. The bandits fled with-
out any money.

The men had earlier been inside
the store and were believed to have
staked it out, the detective said.

The vietim described both men
as black males in their 20s and
between 6 feet tall and 6-foot-4.
One was stocky; the other had a thin
to medium build, the woman told
police. ~

The stocky male was wearing a
red coat, and the other suspect wore
a black or dark blue coat with some .
type of lettering on the back.

Anyone who has information
about any of the incidents is asked
to call Westland police at (734} 721~
6311 or (734) 722-9600.

Borisch also said anonymous tips
for a possible reward up to $1,000
may be made to Crime Stoppers by
calling (800) SPEAK-UP (773-2587).
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GC man faces sentencing for indecent exposure

BY DARRELL CLEM to charges he exposed himselftc ~ was released in 2006, according ~ Venoy-Cherry Hill area, where Marvin Stempien said it would Smith had been ordered :
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER passing matorists in Westland. to the Michigan Departmentof  he was “standing totally naked be inappropriate for iim to com- o stand trial after he eadlier 4
Steven Brian Smith, 46, - Corrections. - and posing for traffic,’ Westland = ment on Smith's still-pending waijved his preliminary hearing ‘

AGarden Citymanand repeat  already spent 12 years in prison Smith is now facing sentenc- police Sgt. Debra Mathews has sentencing in front of Wayne in Westland 18th District Court,
sex offender is facing sentencing ~ for second-degree criminal sex- ing Jan, 6 for indecent exposure  said. County Circuit Judge Brian buthis plea has averted further 4
in January after pleading guilty ual conduct involving a boy. He following his arrest in June in the On Friday, defense attorney Sullivan. court proceedings other than his %

‘ sentencing,

Following his latest arrest,
Smith was jailed with a $1 mil-
lion cash bond set by 18th District
Judge Sandra Ference Cicirelli,
who cited his criminal history.

Tast December, Smith was
charged with indecent exposure
after he was accused of mastur- ‘
bating by a Westland road, police ;
said. While on bond in that case,
. hewas detaiped after he was

. spotted near two Garden City

elementary schools, prompting
Cicirelli to sentence him to jail for
89 days.

Smith had just gotien out of jail
last April, two months before he
was accused of exposing himself
in the latest incident.
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Man arrested
- | ‘ dZITTY Savi ~inChristmas
| B - - ~ holdup in GC

A Dearborn Heights man
was arrested on Christmas Day
in the robbery of a Garden C1ty
convenience store.

A clerk at 7-Eleven, on

‘ : : N S R Warren at Middlebelt, told
TSI ey _ Vi g S owdl o e T police he was working in the

% e ' - - candy aisle about 6:30 p.m.

when a man entered the store.
The clerk said he began to ring
up a candy bar purchase when
the. man demanded all the
money and threatened to shoot
him.

“I don’t want to shoot you,
Just give me the money, I have
a gun,” the man told him, the -
clerk reported.

The clerk, a Wayne resident,
told police he gave the man
approximately $350 from the
register. The man never showed
a weapon, the clerk said, but
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': “We just finished distributing BY JULIE BROWN helps to alleviate boredom, ;
for Christmas,” said Rose. “Our OBSERVER STAFF WRITER Mallett said, as she gave
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numbers were up 30-40 percent

Humane Society provid

small treats to Damion.

‘ for families coming in. We saw Damion, a 1-year-old “Alot of people don’t asso-
i alot of new families we were retriever, enters the room ciate training with cats,”
able to assist for toys, food and a at the Michigan Humane said Baron, whose two cats
Christrnas meal, as well.” Society’s Berman Center for  walk on aleash.
Happily, according to Rose, Animal Care in Westland “You have to be a lot more
another number was up thisyear:  eager to show his stuff. patient with cats,” Mallett

First shows on Christmas Day ing to commands. A clicker Dogs are trained to recog-  the holiday season, a Michigan- MHS Wish List, visithttp://www.  youbuy a mattress online at www. !

will start afler 3pm. is used to alert the pet and nize the human “mad face” based companyis hoping thatby ~ michiganhumane.org/donate_ us-matiress.com you'll receive free *

\ SHOWTIMES 1226 - 111 &) No passes a treat then given after the which indicates displeasure.  filling the animals’stockings with  wishlist. shipping on your orderand, by - .3
‘ ' © BEDTIME STORIES (PG) desired behavior’s shown. “We don't start out telling iterns that bring comfort such as Wish list items can be dropped  entering the coupon code “MHS” &
, T e 020 50, 7415, 05 Pawsitive Start offers envi-  them they're bad,” Mallett food, toys, treats, and towels, they  off at the US-Matiress showrooms  during checkout; youll generate a.
: FRUSATLS 1485 rorimental enrichment said. can help make their holidays a in Macomb at 15611 Hall Road, donation of $100 t0 MHS for eachs
' %ﬂéﬂ‘ﬂ: ME (o) through positive training, Baron added the busy little brighter. and Plymouth at 1056 W. Ann mattress ordered. - SR

P
¥
i
i
|

The number of families he was
able to adopt out. Rose said some
67 percent of the families the

Wayne-Westland corps assisted  behavior specialist for the reached into Duchess’ area, Damion responds to a command given by Terri '
were adopted outto donorfami- ~ MHS. She was talking about  to work with the 2-year-old Mallett, a companion animal behavior specialist
ties, up from last year. the Pawsitive Start pro- domestic shorthair. for the MHS. - :

“With the Westland commu- gram, started by the MHS Targeting is used with : i
nity, we've been trying to getthe  this spring to give positive cats, in which they respond

word out it’s going to be a tough
year,” Rose said. “The economy
isin everybody’s face, and people

“So we're looking for a

nice loose leash,” said Terri

Mallett, companion animal

behavior 2 boost.
Some 80 volunteers
work with cats and dogs at

said. “They’re more indepen-
dent.” Cat training sessions
are shorter, she said as she

to the end of a stick being
placed near them and a
small treat given. You can

es ‘pawsitive’ reinforcement

i et T TR AT N,

e R el el mny

s

know how hard it is out there. the shelters in Westland, use your finger as well.

We're very grateful tosee people  Rochester Hills and Detroit. Training works with any !
steppingup and lettingushelpthe  “We don't have cable tele-  age animal, as young as i
people in this community.” vigion for them,” said Mallett  eight weeks. g

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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of animals like Damion at
the Westland and other shel-
ters. He'’s an adolescent dog
and larger, so having social-
ization opportunities is
particularly important when

spokeswoman Stephanie
Baron. “It’s a good thing for
the adopters to build on.”
Pawsitive Start began
last May and is designed
to maintain mental and
emotional well-being while
animals are in the shelters.
Being better behaved after
they’ve been adopted is a
nice extra, Mallett said.

, ' Heather, a boxer-lab mix

about three months old, was
also good about respond-

said Mallett.

“I think the economy
is having an impact,” she
agreed, noting animals tend

coming in.” The Bingham
Farms-based MHS has a

“Senior animals can
learn new things, too,” said
Mallett, adding such train-
ing helps the MHS make the
best horne match.

Training also includes

nails. Mallett’s four dogs are
enthusiastic, and she must
keep the file of plywood with
a rough surface on the shelf,

“They like doing their
nails so much,” Mallett said.
It's less stressful for the dog
and saves money for the
owner.

Volunteers are trained by
the MHS and work individu-
ally or in teams. “Tt’s pretty
easy,” Mallett said in encour-
aging those interested.

holiday season may not be
the ideal time to bring a new
pet home, especially if you're
enteriaining. “They'll be

Year.

PHOTOS BY BiLL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Terri Mailett and Damion work on loose leash walking during the
Michigan Humane Society's Pawsitive Start program.

Pancer.

Stephanie Baron of Troy holds a young

3

Businesses’ collection aids pets

US-Mattress is also partnering -
with MHS to raise funds. When

While animal homelessness is
especially heartbreaking during

To that end, US-Mattress, an
online retailer specializing in mat-
tresses, bedroom furniture and
linens, is holding a Holiday Wish

{MHS), through Wednesday, Dec.
31.

MHS place the animals in new,
loving homes. For the complete

Arbor Road. Store hours are 10
am. to 8 p.m. Monday through
Friday, 10 am. to 6 p.m. Saturday,
and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday.

located at: 7401 Chrysler Drive in
Detroit, 3600 W. Auburn Road

In addition, when you buy a US— 3

Mattress gift card online through ' ? -

Dec. 31, 2008, the amount wilt be s
matched as a donation to MHS, - ..

e ef

T, T 500 30 705, 930 to stay in the shelters longer.  more comfortable, you'll be List Drive at their showrooms in Donations can alsobe dropped  For added convenience, the gift ¢
FRUSATLS 1180, " “We are still adopting out,” more comfortable,” she said Macomb and Plymouth to benefit  off at one of the three Michigan card canbe e-mailed eithertoyou §
G THE TALE OF DESPEREALX () Baron said. “People are still  of an adoption after the New  the Michigan Humane Society Humane Society adoption centers,  or the recipient. S5 T

For roore information on the
US-Mattress Holiday Wish List

e g e S

Gcod:ichm Kiosk & Tickets Online ) " . .' ;
UALITY epmsatieon, he’s kenneled. working with dogs on spe- v j
TEAT “It’s a good experience cial nail files which the :
EATERS st e ..for the animal,” said MHS animal scratches to file

;E'é%ﬁ %ﬁ 61)2:00 Web site at www.michigan-  The Michigan Humane Scciety MHS wish list items that are in Rochester Hills, and 900 N, drive or to make a monetary
FRITH 11:10, 1:25 humane.org where you can offers a Behavior Help Line for most needed include dog and cat Newhurgh in Westland. MHS donation, call the Michigan
find information on pets, challenges with pet behavior. You food (dry or canned), treats, tovs adoption center hours are 10 Humane Society at (866 " }
B T e o volunteer opportunities and  can call (248) 650-0127 anytime {nonporous), clay cat litter, towels,  a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through MHUMANE, 8am.to5pm. | |
- nnifm;:ge"siz‘ nmi'g;ﬂ??hﬂ;fi n price more. . and leave a message for & return small blankets and, of course, Saturday and 10 am. to 7 p.m. weekdays or visit www.nichigan- - 1
b bl Training by volunteers cail. monetary donations that willhelp  ‘Wednesday. humane.org, b
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NOW AT Arthur Mu rrayE

FIRM UP FAST

Losing inches has never been so fast...
and so much fun! The passion and technique
of Werld Champion Rhythm & Latin dancers,

packed into the perfect fitness system.

You'l love it and anyone can do it.

TRIM DOWN NOW

Core Rhythms is the revolutionary exercise concept
that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your
heart rate, while toning and tightening your
entire core. You'll be swept away while
getting a 360° total core workout.

CALL TODAY

Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready,
exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios.
Call today and schedule your first session.

Y2

Franciiaed Daree Shation

Saturday, January 3rd * 1 pm-5pm |
Everyoneis Invited |

" Core Rhythms Creators '

Julia Pawers
12 time U.S. Champion
: &

joanna Kitnitz
10 time International Champion

zSport

F IV HNZ S B

o : .\W. h :L’

Bounce House  Open Gymnastics * Open Swim -
Demos & Clinics in Fitness, Sports & Martial Arts |
Body Fat Analysis e Opportunity to Meet the Staff

~NO Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! NO Membership Fees! ——

. ‘ Pay only for the sessions you use! Cail now to schedule your FREE introductory workout!

Drop-Ins Welcome ¢ Start Anytime
Call For Class Schedules

Nurvag)

Come in or call for more information
Scheduie of events available online at www.ymcadetroit.org

LIVONIA FAMILY YMGA

| 14255 Stark Road ¢ Livonia » 734-261-2161 M.

Franchised Dance Studios

1926 South Telegfaph Rd.

Bloomfield
(next to Carl’s Goliland)

248.338.6390

42000 Six Mile Rd., Suite 250

Northville
(between Northville Rd. & Haggerly)
248.349.1133

OGEORGST05S
DEQBS36449



http://Www.hometownlife.com
mailto:bkadrich@hometowntife.com
http://www.GQTUom
http://www.Diiii.com
http://www.michiganhumane.org
http://www.michiganhumane.org
http://www
http://michiganhumane.org/donate_
http://us-mattress.com
http://www.michiganhumane.org
http://www.michiganhumane.org
http://www.ymcadetroit.org

Www.hometownlife.com

| DETROIT 200 |

A5

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, December 28, 2008

200 in winter?

It's more fun
than a barrel of
polar bears

BY MEGAN PENNEFATHER
O&E STAFF WRITER

Compared to the Arctic,
Michigan winter is a springtime
stroll for those giant white for-
balls at the Detroit Zoo.

“The polar bears are in their
prime right now,” said Bob
Lessnau, curator for mammals at
the Detroit Zoo.

Of course, polar bears don't
have to drive in this weather, but
still, frigid temiperatures and
snow only make the Arctic Ring
of Life exhibit more of a play-
ground for them, he said. “They’re
having a great time out there.”

So are alot of animals at the
700, a5 the colder weather brings
out a lot of mammals like wol-
verines, red pandas and even the

“It is a better time to see ani-
mals,” said Lessnau, adding he
once saw gorillas playing in the
snow at the Cleveland Zoo a few
years back.

Ewven though many zoo species
hail from subtropical and tropical
climates, mammals are warm-
blooded and can adapt to some
pretty punishing conditions.

“I think I'm having a harder
time than these animals,”
Lessnau said of the winter weath-
er. “The animals do adapt to it.”

PHOTOS BY LAWRENCE MCKEE
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A Japanese macaque, or snow
monkey, has a conversation with
other snow monkeys at the Defroit
Zoo. Snow monkeys are one of many
animals more active this time of year.

In the heat of summer, most
animals sleep during the day to
CONSETVE energy, so visiting the
Z00 on an 85-degree day can be
kind of a yawn.

Still, the dog days of summer
are the zoos busiest time of year.
Zoo spokeswornan Patricia Mills

. Janeway said zoo attendance
i5 200,157 in July compared to
22,724.in November,

“Many people contact the
Detroit Zoo this time of year and

ask when we close for the season,”

said Janeway. “The answer is, we
dont”

This week the zoo is offering
adiscount of $2 off all admis-
sions through Dec. 31 The offer
is available only with a printable
coupon, which can be found on

December 31, 2008 » 11 am - 7 pm

Dinner for Two.. 16,953

Choice of Salmon, Steak or Chicken

With Salad and Potate.

Visit us at: www.gemgmmphys.bam

36000 Seven Mile
& Livonia
248-473-1500
#. Mon. - My Trivia Live
Tues. - Karaoke
I}

NEW YEARS DAY

January 1, 2009 « All day long!

Tailgate Buffet...'8.95

Sloppy Joes, Taco Station,
Coney Dogs, Salads and Desserts

gnd 2,00 Bottle Reers!

100 FACTS

The Detroit Zog is open daily
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. November
through March. Admission is $11
for adults 13 to 61, $9 for senior
citizens 62 and older, and 57 for
children ages 2 to 12; chitdren
under 2 are free. For more infor-
mation, call (248) 541-5717 or
visit www.detroitzoo.org.

the Zoo's Web site, www.detroit-
ZO0.0TE

For those animals that can’t
adapt to the conditions, exhibits
are either moved indoors, asin
the case of the meerkats, or on
hold until spring, like with the
giraffes. Animals like the apes
are allowed outside but with easy
access to a heat source.

The winter will also be a trans-
formative time for the zoo, said
Lessnau, as the facility is trying to
aequire rare “cold-tolerant” ani-
mals, like the takin, a goat-ante-

5% OFF
| Any Celor |

Hair Styles‘for Men & Women

”Our Staff has Over 25 Years Cambmed Life Expeﬂence Cumng Hmr”’

10% Senior Discount 10 am-2
20% off Schwarzkopf Products

e cwgu:j 37657 Five Mile Road at Newburgh

=i | Polar bears
are in their
prime

this time -
of year,
says Bob

.| Lessnau, -
“t the zoo's
curator of -
mammals.

lope that hails from the eastern But that's still months away. fun to watch,” said Lessnau. “Tt

Himalayas. More farm animals Now's the time to see how some almost seerns like they're doing

will be added as well, like pigs of your favorite animals act when  snow angels.”

and an amber-colored Scottish putin the cold. And even if the animals aren’t

Highlands steer. Seetheelk comealive. Seethe  enough to lure you in, the scenic
In addition, the zoo will be polar bears play. See the bison serenity of a zoo In winter may.

replacing one of its two male — well, the bison don't do a whole “When iU’s dressed up in snow,”

tigers with a female in hopes lot no matter the weather, but Lessnau said of the zoo, “itsa

there will be anew cubin a few theyTe interesting tosee. Butthe  beautiful place.” .

months. “Come spring,” said most surprising stars of winter

Lessnau, “thezoowillhaveanew  viewing are the wolverines. mpennefather@hometownfife.com

look toit” “The wolverines are really (248) 9012558

Temporaryrehef for families
when it’s needed most

Judson
Center

Rose E Kennedy Respite Center
for adults and childfen with developmental
disability or physical impairment.
Staffed by well-trained, attentive and
compassionate caregivers offering:

¢ Individualized personal care
e 24-hour supervision

» Focusing on:

- Homemaking

- Language development

- Social skills

- Orientation to community
participation

m T-Th

Hours:
Tues-FA 10-8
‘Sat 9-5; Sun 11-5

734.464. 3340

Next to the Former Farmer Jack Building

Northbroalk, IL. © 2007 Allstate Insurance Company

Deductible Rewards®. You'll get $100 off your
deductible the day you sign up. Plus another $100
off for every year you don't have an accident. Up to
$500. Part of Your Choice Auto®, only from
Allstate. Call us today.

Cheryl Bowker Agency
{734) 525-9610

31221 Five Mile Road
Livonia, M1 48154

* cherylbowker@allstate.com

(&) Alistate.

YouTs |a yood hands,

Feature is optiona! and subject t0 terms, conditions and availability, Safe Driving Bonus won't apply after an accident. Patent pending.Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company:

" HRMBER O

With our Select Mohey Market account and Certificates of Deposit, our
great rates ensure your money is working hard for you every second. So, if
quality returns and the security of FDIC insurance are something you're
looking for, iook no further than Charter One. To learn more, visit your
nearest branch, call 1-877-TOP.RATE or go to charterone.com

Charter One’

i

WX

har EDIC. Al aceounts subjeet to individual approval. e a banker for detatls and deposit insurance lImitations. Offers valid In 4t only. CD: Anawal Parceriays
Bt (APY) % scourate a8 of this publication date, 2.30% ARY applies to the $-manth term. Limited-time offer may be withdrawn at any time, This affer sannét B
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50400 C_herry Hill »

Two for the Q{oacf

at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill
Canton, MI 48187

We(lnesday, December 31 starting at 9 p.n.

Enjoy an evenilig of entertainment in the style and spirit of the

Rat Pack. Festivities include a strolling buffet reception, open
cash bar and c]’xampagne toast!
. Tickets: $50 for all seats.

purc]aase tickets, visit www.canton-mi.org/ villagetheater or...

call 734/394_.5460;;0

For more information or to

" TE
111 e Theater

f | AT CHERRY HILL

' 50400 Cherry HIH . Canton

Ea
.. eesarses & Py
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Help wanted: Warming center puts out call for volunteers

A

| LOCAL NEWS |

BY SUE MASON who come to the warming center - provide dlothing and bedding for which feeds up to 60 pecple a day.
OBE STAFF WRITER and a soup kitchen that's open at the center. Volunteers serveasthe ~ While the kitchen is open 11a.m. to ' wmm“s CENTER
‘ lunchtime each day aren't homeless night watchimen at the center or 3 p.m., workers are needed to show ‘ 3
You can set your wrist watch in the strictest sense of the word, help launder the bedding. up by 10 am. to help set-up and What: Lighthouse Mission Warming Center, a temporary over- §
to7pam. Jan. 1. Like clockwork, . Some might have jobs, but can’t Help has come from the get the soup ready. Volunteers can night shelter for homeless men and women during the winter I
the warming center operatedby ~  affordtohave aplacetostay. The  employees at Kohl's, Henry Ford commit to one day a week or more. months. and a soup kitchen : :
Lighthouse Home Mission opens ~ heartbreaker, she said, isthemen  OptimEyes, Safe Stepandlocal ~  Iveywill take whatever she can get. T up . -~ !
its doors to the homeless. Forthree  who choseto behomelesstoavoid  church youth groups, to name a Benetean, in an appeal to area When: The warming center 15 open ? p.m.to 8 am. daily now %
months, nowthrough March 31, paying child support. few. businesses, stressed that donations through March 31. The soup kitchen is open 11a.m. to 3 p.m. d
the center offers food and a warm “I see so many stories,” she said. The mission also relies on go to the needy not to administra~ Monday-Friday.
placetosleep from 7p.m.to8am.  “Alotof people comeinandtheyre  donations to feed thehomeless. {ive costs. Where; At the Full Gospef Tempie, 34033 Palmer, east of Wayne i
Thtic was the case until last gﬁeout tobe exﬁc;ed. V}&l’e dorg’t have  Iveysname iis syclfnym;cli.ls with *Our goai{fies to help the indigert Road, Westland. i
month. With bone-chilling winter finances to helpthem, butwe  bologna sandwiches. Each month,  to take onlife in society with new . i g
weather hitting early, themission ~ make calls and by the time they » yolunteers at her church, Warren vigor, to help them find the means :f:: tlf?:i cetgtgg ?z?r;ff:ss : igg}v?;ﬁi:i}f:e;ts a?fr;i;pi? g I.L;;[:
opened the center two weeks early,  leave, nine out of 10 have help.” Road Light and Life in Westland, to clothe and feed themselves,” said pior up ) C A
“The Lord provided the space Twice a week, Ivey meets with prepare 1,200 bologna sandwiches  Beneteau in aletter to the business teers an_d operates with the help of c!onatlons from mdw'duéls
and the workers,” said Thelma homeless and needy individuals, that are served at the warming community. “We want to be a hand and businesses and the support of nine area churches - Christ
Ivey of Garden City, who hasbeen  seeing what they need and helping  center and at the soup kitchen. up not an handout.” Temple, Westland Free Methodist, Warren Road Life and Life
working with the homeless, first thern connect with social service Donations of leftover soup from People interested in donating or and the Fuil Gospel Temple in Westland, Merriman Road Baptist
in Detroit and nowinthe western  agencies. In some cases, it’s as area restaurants as well as juice, helping the warming center and in Garden City, Abundant Life Church in Canton, NorthRidge
subul:bs‘f for more than 20 years. simple as acquiring a state ID card  coffee, milkand sweets filoutthe  soup klbcher_l can call Lighthouse Church in Plymouth Township, First Methodist in Wayne and
This is the fifth year a warm- sothey canget ajob, orsigningup  menu for the evening meal. Home Mission at (734) 326-3885. Ward Presbvterian in Northvite Townshi
ing center has operated at Full for assistance, People are trans- But Ivey is looking for another - “It’s all about making a differ- ) v nip. . ;
Gospel Temple on Palmer Road ported to where they need to go, church to also make sandwiches, ence in someone’s life,” said Ivey. 1 What: Volunteers are needed to v._vork in the soup !(|tchen ](?
in Westland. Operated by the but Ivey believes if agenciescould ~ sothe warming centerand asoup - know this year there will be bigger a.n. to 3?-"‘- Monday tthUh Friday, to help sorting and siz- d
Lighthouse Home Mission, it pro-  send someone to the center once kitchen open 11a.m. to 3 pm. daily  needs than we have experienced it ing clothing and preparing food boxes 11a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday, ;
vides a hot meal of soup, donated amonth that would help tremen- can handle the increasing demand.  the past. Wednesday and Friday, or work at the warming center, launder- | -
by area businesses, a showerand ~ dously. “Again, T'll ask the Lord to pro- “We need a year-round shelter ing bedding once a week on Tuesday or Thursday o serving as
place to sleep for homeless men Ivey has worked on the warm- vide because there’s no money to staffed with volunteers to help cli- watchmen when the center is open.
and women. It’s able to operate ing center since 2004 with the buy more food,” she said. ents to see there is a better life for information: To make a donation or to v:;iunteer to heln. call
with the help of volunteersand the ~ Rev. B.C. Benetean, director of the "There also are men who pick them. We do care and give them ; 7 P.
support of nine area churches. Lighthouse Home Mission. The up the soup donations, but what hope.” - Thelma lvey at (734) 326-3885.
According to Ivey, the outreach  'mission covers the electric and is desperately needed is men and
eoordinator, some of the people heating bills, but it's donations that  women to work in the soup kitchen smasan@hometowniife.com | 313) 222-6751

An exceptional home-like setting for Active/Alert, _
Memory Impaired, Frail/Recovering and Alzheimer’s residents.

-24 Hour Professional Staffing
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day
~On Call Nurse Practitioner

-Planned Activities

)

8121 Liiley, Located be

i

-Wander Secured/Enciosed Courtyard
-Medication Management '

~-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
<Incontinence Management

~Beauty & Barber Shop

iweeén Joy & Warren Roads

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT PLAN

" No elaborste point systems or eliminating

foads, just simple solutions to help you eat
better, lose weight and keep it off for good.

PN 70 MEMBERS AAD 1101-MEMBERS
FREL G ASSES REGIA SO - DRt BB MR OeTRag

(734) 844-6741

. (734) 446-9949
44248 Cherré Hill Rd. 33759 Five Mile Rd.
. CANTON . LIVONIA

PLYMOUTH

(734) 458-5004
8323 Wayne Rd.

OVER 10,000 LOCATIONS WORLDWIDE. j

curves.com

(734) 414-0515
44717 Five Mile Rd.

(313) 937-8760
27312 P[!)ymouth Rd,
REDFORD

insurance check-up.

Auto-Ouners bzsumae

Lig Mome Car Busingss

M

Best Possible Premiums. Happy Customers Since 1959.
32646 Five Mile Road ® Livonia, MI 48154 .

that grooms its trails for
" skate-style and classic cross
country skiing, Call the indi-
vidual park for trail condi-
tions and when grooming will
be completed.
Cross-country skis can
be rented at Hudson Mills,
Huren Meadows, Kensington,
Stony Creek and Willow
Metroparks on weekends.
Kensington, Willow, Huron
Meadows and Stony Creek
Metroparks’ ski centers also
will be renting ski equip-
ment during Christmas break
— now through Jan. 4 — as
snow conditions allow.
Sledding hills are located
at Xensington, Indian
Springs, Lake Erie, Willow,
Stony Creek and Willow
Metroparks. Toboggans can
be used on designated hills
at Stony Creek and Willow
Megroparks. Kensington
has two toboggan runs.

hen you insure both your

Auto-Owners Insurance Company,
we'll save you money! Stop in, ot

call us today for 2 “No Problem”

Snowboards are allowed
only on the designated snow-
boarding hill at Stony Creek
Metropark.

Lower Huron, Kensington

have outdoor ice rinks, Call
the individual park for ice
rink conditions. :
Snowshoes can be rented
from the nature centers at .
Oakwoods and Stony Creek
Metroparks — $5 per adult,
$3 per child for three hours.

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekends.
New Year's Day.

ditions vary from day to day,
to check on snow conditions
more information, visit the

Metroparks Web site at www.
metroparks.com.

We have “No Problem”

saving you money.

GENCY, INC.

RSONAL TOUCH"

and Willow Metroparks also

The nature centers are open .
from 1-5 p.m. weekdays and -

Both nature centers are closed
Because ice and snow con-
it’s always best to call ahead -

before visiting any park. For -

Metroparks offer winter fun

Christmas break is starting
out with a blast as a winter
storm blanketed 13 Huron-
Clinton Metroparks. Park
staffs are busy clearing roads
and parking lots, and will be
grooming cross-country ski
trails, as they get the parks
ready for winter activities.
‘Visitors are advised to always
call ahead to check on snow
conditions and facility condi-
tions. ‘

Cross-country ski trails
will be open, as conditions
allow, at Hudson Mills, Huron
Meadows, Indian Springs,
Kensington, Lake Erie, Metro.
Beach, Stony Creek and
Willow Metroparks. Most
trails are self-groomed; tracks
-will be set as snow conditiens
allow. Trails are groomed for
classic cross country skiing
at all parks; Huron Meadows
Metropark is one of a few
parks in southeast Michigan

- WESTLAND

734-555-3900

www,metroagency.net

Open for mambets and non-members, Valid only at partictpating locations. ©2009 Curves Internationaf, lnc. QE0BESTI9
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~ Kwanzaa's core shines light of hope on hard times
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| LOCAL NEWS |

In hard times, Kwanzaa’s
beacon of hope shines eveny
brighter,

Unity, self determination,
collective work and responsi-
bility, cooperative economics,
purpose, creativity and faith
are the seven principles of
Kwanzaa, being celebrated
Dee. 26 through Jan. 1.

“We all work together and
we all are one — that’s what
it’s about,” said Wayne Smith,
of Farmington Hills, whose
family participated in a
Kwanzaa celebration recently
in Farmington. “Cur nation
has come together and showed
us that we can work as one.
That’s the unity we need at
this time.”

Royce Anderson, 14, of
Farmington Hills, read a story
of courage and determination
{0 a small audience at the cel-
ebration.

“To limit ourselves is to limit
our determination,” he said.

Other families shared their
thoughts about a particular
principle of Kwanzaa. The
Beamer family, of Farmington,
talked about collective work
and responsibility and how
this principle can be applied at
a “time when our community
is hurting.”

“It’s so important at this
time, when businesses, house-

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Smith family, from left, Wayne, Donna, and 8-year-old Taylor, of
Farmington Hills, discuss the first nrinciple of Kwanza, Umoja (Unity) during
a Kwanzaa celebration in Farmington,

Pouglas Saulsherry performs the Pouring of Libations, paying homage to influential people in one's life, as part of
the Kwanzaa celebration in Farmington, ‘

Sonia Anderson lights the second Kwanzaa candle as she and her
family, husband Roy, and 14-year-old son Royce, talk about the
second Kwanzaa principle, Kujichagulia (Self Determination).

holds and schools are under
pressures of all sorts,” said
Dirk Beamer. “We need to
work together to tackle prob-
_ lems and find new solutions.”

ebrate the season without
shame or fear, while embrac-
ing our culture,” said Marvin
Gilliam.

His wife, Cora, said it’s not

nation: Speaking for yourself,
instead of being spoken for by
others.

A Dec. 28 — Collective work
and responsibility: Building

Drawing strength from
the seven principles is at the
heart of Kwanzaa, a secular
observance created in 1966 by
Dr. Maulana Ron Karenga,
for African Americans to cel-
ebrate their African heritage.

The observance was born
from adversity in the 1960s
racially divided America,
which saw monumental
changes in civil rights and
equality by decade’s end.

Today, Kwanzaa is a fam-
ily-oriented observance, in

just a week-long event.

“Kwanzaa is a way of life,
not just a celebration,” she
said. “Kwanzaa is to help black
Americans relate to their past,
in order to understand the
present, and especially to deal
with the future.”

Kwanzaa means “first
fruits,” or harvest time, a time
of the year designated for fam-
ilies to be together and share
the fruits of the year. A candle
is lit, usually before the din-
ner meal, on each of the seven

and maintaining the commu-
nity together, making fellow
African Americans’ problems
our own.

B Dec. 29 — Cooperative
economics: To build and main-
tain enterprises and profit
from them together.

B Dec. 30 — Purpose: To
build and develop the commu-
nity in order to restore African
Americans to their traditional
greatness.

B Dec. 31 — Creativity: To
do as much as you can to leave

fo an informational reception
Thursday, Jan. 8, 2009 7pm - 9pm

Location:

The Inn at St. John'’s
Golf & Conference Center

Howe students achieve
through self-confidence,
self-discipline, leadership,

which the symbols of a straw days of Kwanzaa. the community beautiful. o ; . . .
mat, a candle holder, ears of Each day of Kwanzaa has its B Jan. 1. — Faith: To believe respect and organization 44045 Five Mile Road Plymeuthg M1 48170
corn, gifts, a unity cup, water  own focus. with all of your heart in

and soil weave the story of

Kwanzaa and the African

American culture.
“Kwanzaa allows us to cel-

Fully accredited by the NCA, IBACS and the State of Indiana
1-888-G0-2-HOWE » (1-888-462-4693)

www.howemillitary.com

B Dec. 26 — Unity: striving  African American people, par-
for and maintaining anity in ents and leaders.
the family and commounity. \
® Dec. 27 — Self-determi- sjenkins@hometownlife.com | (734) 9532131
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 DON'TLETTHE
DIGITAL TRANSIT
LEAVE YOU IN THE DARK.

If you're currently using a TV with an antenna, your television
will go dark on February 17th.

Experience tells us that the best way to help the most children is to
focus on the underlying causes of the most serious problems. Here in the
Plymouth/Canton Community, we're focuses on critical issues like education,
enhancing the quality of child care, personal fitness, promoting character and
expanding youth involvement in community service and leadership.

It takes the whole community working together to reach our goals in these areas. ‘ ‘ '
So we bring together people from all across the community — people from industry 1
and business, faith groups, non-profit, and people like you. If it requires fundraising,
developing community partnerships, or just getting people to work together, that's
what we do. .

Your United Way contribution goes to work bringing lasting change, right where
you live. Because that’s what matters.

Bright House Networks is the easiest way to still et your
favorite programming and local news.

With Basic Cable, you can watch all your local stations
¢ ius s 9 per month |
fo i!} t ; 9 for 12 months , -

No contracts - No hidden fees - No éxtra equipment to buy

Plymouth Community United Way
Investing In Our Community

Your gift to Plymouth Community United
Way makes a positive difference in the
lives to thousands of people in the

Plymouth/Canton community. W
Thanks you. Everybody Matters. ” ?ﬂwm fiﬂﬁiﬂ' g . . T . g
United Way ; The Digital Transition is coming soon, so

call Bright House at 1-866-898-9101 today.

lymouthunitedway.org

‘Ste. 2, Plymouth, Mi 4817

www.cfcu.org
Locations:
500 S. Harvey, Plymouth
6355 N. Canton Center, Canton
47463 Michigan Avenue, Canton

%" COMMUNITYHFINANCIAL .
Thinking forward. Banking right.



http://Www.hometowntife.com
mailto:sjenkins@hometownlife.com
http://www.plymouthunitedway.org
http://www.cfcu.org




