i
3
{

THURSDAY

December 25, 2008

75 cents

www.hometownlife.com

‘

McCotter: Auto loan buys time for “viable plan

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

U.S, Rep Thaddeus McCotter, R-
Livonia, said Tuesday that President
George W. Bush’s $17 billien bridge
loan to General Motors and Chrysler
gives the auto companies three
months to make the restructuring
they need to survive.

“I think you'll see they get this
thing done, or everyone loses,” he
said.

Last week, President Bush autho-
rized that General Motors would
receive $9.4 billion and Chrysler
would receive $4 billion in December
and January from the $700 billion
allocated by Congress for the Toxic
Assets Relief Program for investment
banks. General Motors will receive
an additional $4 billion in February.

! General Motors and’
Chrysler warned

| through the end of
the year. Ford Motor
Co. has told the gov-
ernment that it has
enough money for the
near future and did not receive fed-
eral funds.

“It’s the best we could have hoped
for,” McCotter said.

The president acted after the -
Senate failed to pass a rescue bill that
had been approved in the House of
Representatives.

McCotter said the bridge loan gives
the auto companies three months to
bring all stakeholders together and
create “a viable plan for the future.”

McCotter

He said it also keeps General Motors
and Chrysler from having to file for
bankruptcy. The auto companies have

said that going into bankruptcy would

be a problem because buyers would be
reluctant to buy from a bankrupt auto
company due to concerns over parts
availability and warranties.

McCotter said the bridge loan also
gives the incoming Barack Obama
administration an opportunity to
participate in talks and offer its own
recommendations. McCotter said the
Bush and Obama positions are very
similar.

“It will be interesting to see how
it plays out and what constitutes
‘viable,” McCotter said.

If the two companies do not have
an acceptable plan, they will be
required to repay the federal loan in
three months.

MecCotter has been critical of the
treatment of Detroit auto executives
by members of Congress compared to
the treatment given investment bank
executives who have been the ben-
eficiary of $350 billion with more to

-comg. He and others have demanded

that the banks be more accountable
for the funds they've already received
and will receive in the future.

“House Republicans sent a letter to
Speaker (Nancy) Pelosi and (House
Finance).Chairman (Barney) Frank
to investigate and Frank said he
would,” McCotter said.

He said now that Congress has
vented its frustration on the auto
companies, it can turn its attention
“to those who caused the problems in
the first place,” investment bankers.

“Credit has yet to unfreeze,” he said.

President-elect Obama is pushing

for an economic stimuius package cen-
tered around government investment
in repairing the country’s infrastruc-
ture. As a self-described conservaiive,
McCotter has reservations about the
extent of government involvement.

“Investment is infrastructureis a
necessary and good thing. It's some-
thing that will last and not be tempo-
rary. I will be interested in the details
and what gets put into the package,”
he said. .

Private investment to stimulate the
economy, he said, is being stymied
by the continuing credit crunch. He
said a stimulus package alone can not
turn around the economy and that
more needs to be done to help those
struggling with foreclosure problems.

“More should have been done on
the grass-roots level,” he said of the
TARP funds.

~ ‘Oh, little town ...

School transfofms
itself to celebrate

Christmas season

BY SUE MASON
CBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Skeptical teenagers, shy young-
sters ... Santa Claus doesn't care
who stops by to chat around this -
time of the year. In the “Little Town
of Burger,” he has a smile, a “Ho, ho,
ho” and a stuffed bear for those who
vigit his house.

“I enjoy this, it’s the highlight
of my year,” said Santa who got
help entertaining his guests from
Christmas Carol. “One of the won-
derful thing about our kids is that
the 17-year-olds come and shake my
hand, but they still have their list.”

Christmas Carol has been helping
Santa at Burger for 10 years and has
watched many of his visitors grow
up. And even though they are older,
it’s the looks on their faces that
makes the visit special.

“They’re 50 excited,” she said.

Nintendo Wii, MP3 players,
games, music and videos like Camp
Rock have been popular requests.
One young man wanted “a complete
train set like his grandfather had in
his basement,” said Santa.

Among Santa’s visitors was

thgqlinq up to Santa (‘R.J.';Tessmer) and Christmas Carol (Darlene Jablonowski) at the Burger Center for Students with Autism’s annual
Christmas carnival are students Erica Hill, 7, of Garden City (left) and Jeni Ottenthengil, 8, of Piymouth-Canton.

9-year-old Bradley Zigulis of
Westland. '
“I saw Santa and I asked him for

gave me a teddy bear that I'm call-
ing Ashley Jr. It’s a good name.”

In actuality, Santa is R.J.

a PSP and laptop,” said Bradley.” He  Tessmer, and Christmas Carol is

Darlene Jablonowski and the “Little
Town of Burger” is the Burger

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Please see BURGER, A6

Young. Livonia girl to perform in bowl games

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
ORE STAFF WRITER

Madalyn Geletzke is starting to feel
the pressure of dancing during half-
time at the Orange Bowl in Miami on
New Year’s Day, but then who wouldn’t
with 20 million viewers tuning in to
Fox TV when Virginia Tech meets the
University of Cincinnati?

The 13-year-old Livonia girl is
among 275 dancers from all over the
country participating in the show,
which features 2,000 performers -
including marching bands and baton

- twirlers.

© The Observer
& Eccentric
For Home Newspapers
Delivery call:
(866) 887-2737

' Geletzke is less worried about
sharing the stage with the legend-

ary Doobie Brothers and more about
learning the routine choreographed by
Mandy Moore from So You Think You
Can Dance fame. She was just about
to leave for the Barbara Hatch School

of Dance in Farmington for a four-

hour practice, Right before the Orange
Bowl, she’ll take part in three days of
rehearsals in Florida. Geletzke began

- dancing at age 4. She takes classes in
ballet, jazz, tap, Iyrical, pointe, hip hop

and pom five days a week.
“We have 1)z weeks to learn the

eight-minute dance from DVD,” said

& 83174 10007
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Woman who put
baby in trash
will stand trial

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Wayne County jury will decide
whether a Westland woman tried to kill
her newborn son or if she was besieged
by mental problems when she delivered
the baby herself, tucked him in a trash
bag and put him in her parents’ garage.

The baby survived after relatives
heard his ¢ries and found him alive.

Barring a plea agreement, 28-year-
old Valeeka Gartrell will face trial
March 4 in Wayne County Circuit Court
on charges of assault with intent to
murder and first-degree child abuse.

If convicted, she could face penalties
ranging up to life in prison for an inci-
dent that happened April 23, 2007, at
her parents’ house, where she lived. .

Gartrell’s trial had been long delayed
ag experts sought to determine whether
she was competent for court proceed-
ings and whether she could be held ©
criminally responsible for her actions.

With those issues now resoclved,

Wayne County Circuit Judge Jeanne
Stempien ruled earlier this month
that Gartrell should stand trial for the

" attempied murder of her baby boy.

- Defense attorneys have argued that
the defendant didn't iinderstand what -
she was doing when she put the baby
boy in a garbage bag and placed him
in a garage near Joy and Hix roads, on
Westland’s northwest side.

During the summer of 2007, Gartrell
had been released on a $50,000/10

percent bond after one of her cousins

Geletzke, a seventh-grade student at

Holmes Middle School. “I'm really

looking forward to the experience of

getting to meet a professional chore-

ographer and performing on national
TV .

Before leaving for Florida, the young
dancer will perform at the Motor City
Bowl featuring a matchup between
Central Michigan and Florida Atlantic
universities Friday at Ford Field with
the Mid American Studio Senior All
Stars from the pom and dance school
in Farmington. She is a little more

" Please see BOWLS, A2

Madalyn Geletzke will perform
in the halftime show at the
Orange Bowl. The Livonia girf is

a member of the Barbara Hatch

School of Dance Company.

-

offered to watch over her and give hera
place to stay while her case was pending,

Police have said her baby and her 3-

. year-old daughter were placed in the
custody of their grandparents.
‘Aecording to police, Gartrell woke
her parents on April 23 and told them
that she was bleeding. They had known
she was pregnant. _

Gartrell was taken to St. Mary
Mercy Hospital in Livonia, where doc-
tors found that she already had given
birth, police Sgt. Chris Benson has
said. Family members then returned g
home, where they found the baby in the *
garage, he said. ' : :
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Man uses note, threatens teller in Redford bank holdup

A man used a holdup note The robber held one hand in GARDEN CITY According to Livonia police 4
and implied he had a gun a pocket of his jacket, the teller H T reports, a 12-year-old boy was at :
while robbmg 4 Charter One said. She said she did notsee a ome Invasions home alone playing video games o
Bank branch in Redford gun but said there was a bulge Police were called to the in his house in the 12000 block :
Townéehip of about $400 on in the pocket. 31000 block of Hennepin - of Hartel when he heard pound- |
Saturday. There were no inju- The robber took the money,  Saturday after 2 woman ing at the back door.

ries and no gun was seen.

The holdup at the bank on
Telegraph near West Chicago
took place just before noon, a
Redford Police Department
report said.

A teller told police a man
approached her window after
she asked if she could help
him. He handed her a note
that announced a robbery, she

- said, and she opened her cash

drawer and began gathering
money. He threatened to kill
her, she said, and threatened
her again when she tried4o
push an alarm button.

and the note, and left, the
teller said. No getaway vehicle
was seern.

0il shop break-in

A man stole the change box,
with a small amount of cash in
it, after breaking into Instant
Oil Change on Telegraph near
Joy Road about 8:30 p.m.
Saturday.

The glass in the front door
had been broken out, a police
report said.

A security video showed a
lone man inside the shop, tak-
ing the change box, police said.

returned to her home there to
find the front door had been
forced open,

A witness told police he had
spotted a man walking around
the house and that he had fol-
lowed him in a vehicle for a
time before losing sight of him.

The officer noted there
were footprints into the back
vard but that the suspect had
returned to the front door,
which had been possibly kicked

. open, damaging the frame.

The homeowner told police
that jewelry valued at $500
had been stolen from her bed-
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Police are looking for this man in cornection with a robbery at a Charter One
Bank branch in Redford,

room, including a gold watch,
a gold necklace, a crucifix and
costume jewelry.

A couple of hours later, a
resident in the 30000 block of
Hennepin told police he noticed
alight coming from the side door
from the house of a neighbor
who was not at home. He found
the door had been forced open.

Based on no wet snow in the
home and light snow covering
the footprints, the respond-
ing officer said he thought the
break-in had taken place the
previous day. The homeowner
was contacted; it was unclear
if anything had been stolen.

Earlier on Dec. 20, a resi-

dent in the 31000 block of
Pierce told police she had
heard a loud noise at her back
door. When she checked, the
woman said, she saw a man
whom she believed was trying
to break into her home.

He fled when she turned
on a light and her dog began
barking, she told police.

LIVOKIA
Two arrests

Two Southfield men accused
of trying to break into a house
in Livonia on Sunday are fac-
ing some serious charges for
their trouble.

The boy called police, and
responding police officérs picked
up a 44-year-old man backing
out of the driveway of the house.
Minutes later, they picked up
his alleged accomplice a few
doors down the street as the 46-
year-old attempted to convince
another homeowner to let him
in, police said.

The two men were expected
to be arraigned Tuesday on
charges of home invasion and
being habitual offenders.

Christmas stolen

A woman living in the
18000 block of Lyndon went
to bed at 11 p.m. Monday night
and was awakened shortly
after that by noise coming
from the kitchen. She went
downstairs expecting to see
her son and found her kitchen
had been ransacked.

Reported missing from the
house were Christmas pres-
ents and her purse.

A police report said there
was a white mid-sized sedan
seen near the house at the time
of the incident.

BOWLS
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"confident of performing in
Detroit as this is her second
year. Geletzke already has
plenty of experience, not
only in dance, but pom, In
April, she performed with the
Mid American High School
All Stars at Disney World
and later in parades for the
Red Wings Stanley Cup and
Thanksgiving Day in Detroit.
She’s also performed during
Detroit Pistons games.

“It’s very exciting,” said her
mother, Laura. “I'm locking
forward to the game and hear-

ing her experiences working
with choreographers and such
a large group. We went to New
York City for her 13th birthday
and she’s determined to be a
Rockette one day.”

Geletzke was especially
excited about meeting the |
Rockettes during a tour of .
Radio City Music Hall. ‘

“They told us what it’s like,
showed us all the places they
practice and where they get
their costumes,” Geletzke said.
“They were talking about what
you need ballet, tap, jazz and
to sing to be a Rockette. I want
to be a Rockette. I would only
practice during the winter,
then go to college. By the time
T'm done with the Rockettes

— they only last about five
years — then I want to go to
become a fashion designer
after going to College for
Creative Studies.” ]

Geletzke's father, Fred, says
anything is possible when it
comes to his oldest danghter.
Madalyn is a role model for
her sister Meredith. The 7-
vear-old danced with Madalyn -
at Disney World last spring.

“Madalyn’s very dedicated.
We talked to her about her
grades being good to continue .
to do this. She’s kept up her part
of the bargain,” Fred said. “She’s
on the honor roll at Holmes.
We're very proud of her”

ichomin@hometewnlife.com | (313) 222-2241
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Youth Hero of Year

A student at Adams Middle
School in Westland is in the
running for a state VEW award
after being selected as the
Youth Hero of the Year by the
Kozdron-Zeyer VFW Post 4553
in Detroit.

Nicholas Gonzalez was
nominated for the honor by post
Commander Albert Boreio in
recognition of his citizenship,
scholarship and attendance.

According to Boreio, the 11-
vear-old is a sixth-grader has
been a hero to the staff and his
fellow students since kinder-
garten. Fluent in Spanish and
English, he has served as an
interpreter for Spanish-speak-
ing students. He also helped
teach them the English ian-
guage.

“Without Nicholas’s expertise
in guiding his fellow students,
staff and the parents, there
would be language barriers pro-
hibiting the learning process of
out future U.S. leaders,” Boreio
wrote in his nominating letter.
“Nicholas easily glides from one
language to another without
hesitation.”

The son of Sabrina and

 COMMUNITY ROUNDUP

Rodrigo Gonzalez, Nicholas is
an all A student. He is a Student
Council representative and

has been in charge of collect-
ing items for the troops in Iraq,
Toys for Tots and food items for
needy families.

“His parents and younger
brother are also to be commend-
ed in honoring Nicholas’ skills
and personality,” said Boreio.

Skating stars to perform

Come see possible fitture
Olympic ice skating stars at 7
pan., Satarday, Dec. 27 at the
Arctic Edge Ice Arena located
on 46615 Michigan Avenue in
Canton Township. The Arctic
Figure Skating Club will be
hosting a dress rehearsal skate
for the January 2009 Figure
Skating Nationals in Cleveland,
Ohio.

All of the Arctic Figure
Skating Clubs pair teams will be
performing, including Canadian
National champions and world
silver medalists Scott Moir and
Tessa Virtue, and U.S. National
silver medalists Meryl Davis and
Charlie White.

Admission is free and open to
the public. For more informa-
tion call (734) 487-7777.

~ First Step moving shelter to Wayne

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

First Step, the Wayne
County agency that provides
shelter for women and their
children to escape violence
and sexual abuse, is in the
middle of a capital fund-rais-
ing campaign to raise $5.5
million for a new family center
in Wayne,

Thus far, First Step has
raised just over $2 million in
gifts and in-kind support to
replace the dilapidated shelter
in Canton Township.

A new facility can't come
soon enough as the Cantor
facility - an old farm house
that was converted to a nurs-
ing home before being beught
by First Step 20 vears ago
- has become so unlivable
women and their children have
been moved to a temporary
location.

"Time has taken its toll on
the building, it has too many
leaks in the roof and it's not
repairable,” said Theresa
Bizoe, an associate director
for First Step. “It doesn’t have
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handicap access and the wir-
ing is poor.”

Bizoe said the plan is to con-
struct an addition of at least 14
flexible family suites that can
house up to 50 people in the
new facility.

“In Canton, we had eight
bedrooms with several fami-
lies sharing a bedroom,” Bizoe
said. “Conflicts might come
up, there are different sleeping
times and noise levels.

“The new family center will
feature self-contained apart-
ments where families can have
dignity, privacy and indepen-
dence and all the services they
need 1o move from vislence
to safety.” she said. “We serve
about 50U people a year, so
individual family suites will
be very empowering.”

Bizoe said while the family
sujtes won't be constructed
until the capital campaign is
completed, the Wayne facility
will provide free counseling
and advocacy services in early
January. They are the same
type of services that are cur-
rently provided at facilities in
Redford Township and Taylor,

S, Mo
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which serve nearly 10,000
families a year.

“Any victim of domestic or
sexual abuse can come to our
office and see an advocate,
someone trained in post-trau-
matic stress, legal aspects and
help sort out their options free
of charge,” Bizoe said. “We
offer counseling for children
who witness violence and
safety planning for kids, such
as when a fight breaks out.
Workshops for men and boys
about healthy relationships.”

Bizoe said the administra-
tive offices will remain in
Plymouth.

First Step received about
$100,000 in help from the
Detroit chapter of Commercial
Real Estate Women (CREW).
The women's group in 2006,
during its 20th anniversary,
picked First Step as a commu-
nity service project.

“We looked at existing real
estate holdings and evaluated
them, analyzed their facil-
ity requirements and space
needs, and help select an
architectural and construc-
tion management firm,” said

7am- 7am- .
Closed
Hpm 6pm .
Dec 23 Dec. 24 Dec.25
10am- 10am- ~ 10am-
9pm 6pm ~  7pm
Dec. 30  Dec. 31 Jan. 1

Marilyn Nix of CREW. “We
worked with them to review
properiies available in the
marketplace to find the best
alternative to fit their require-
ments.

“It was a great opportunity
for CREW members to give
back to the organization,
especially to a group that
helps women,” added Nix,
who then became a board
member of First Step.

Karen Wilson of Grosse Ile
is the largest donor in the cur-
rent capital campaign, con-
tributing $500,000.

“T've been very blessed
with a home and not hav-
ing to wonder if I will have a
meal or be safe, and there are
people out there who don’t
have that,” Wilson said. *I
wanted to provide a safe place
for women and children to go
when they're in danger and
have needs.”

The First Step 24-hour help
line number is (734 459-
5900 or toll free at (888) 453-
5800,

tyruscato@homelownlifecom | (313)222-2637
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Ordinance on
park funds alters
intent of millage

The Wayne County Commission last week failed to
override a veto by County Executive Robert Ficano of
a proposed ordinance to distribute 25 percent of what
each community contributes to the county’s parks
millage back to those communities.

The propesal was sent back to the commission’s
Ways and Means Committee for further deliberation,
but will probably need to be reintroduced when new
commissioners take office in January. -

Commissioners who

“advanced the ordinance Commissioners who

have argued that their com- :
munities do not receive a advanced the ordinance

fair return on their tax dol- have argued that their

lar. Under the proposal, it
they would get 25 percent communities do not

of their tax money back to réceive a fair return on
use for local recreational their tax dollar. Under

needs. We believe the pro- - ‘
posal is well intended but is the prupnsal, they would .

bad public policy and takes et 23 percent of their

too much money from the tax money hack to use for
intended purpose to the

voter aPpTOVEd-ParkS mill- Iocal [ecreatmﬂal nBEds-
age - to maintain the coun- We believe the proposal is

ty park system. ; ¢
The parks millage was Well intended but is bad

initially passed by Wayne public policy and takes

County voters lIl. 1996 to too much money from
levy .25 mils, generating

approximately $12.7 million the intended purpose to
per year. The millage was the voter approved parks

renewed in 2000 and again
in 2005. It expires in 2010. ﬂ“"ﬁ(jﬂ to maintain the

Under current agree- COUnty park system.
ments, communities are
able to propose local capital
recreation projects for county support from millage
dollars, The ordinance would lock in 25 percent to
each community, even though the needs of each com-
munity are not the same.

Voters understood that the primary purpose of
the millage was to support improvements at Hines

and Elizabeth Parks, as well as support for Detroit’s .

‘Chandler Park, Fort Wayne and some smaller parks.
Many of our communities do benefit from those parks.

Hines Park runs through Westland; Livofia‘and |

Plymouthk Township. Residents of Redford, Garden
City and Canton can take advantage of those parks as
well. No one woutld benefit if a lack of funding allowed
those parks to deteriorate.

We believe the current system adeguately addresses
the concerns of local communities.

A simple celebration is more in
keeping with the 1st Christmas

Many people scaled back their spending for this
Christmas. A

Some were forced to becanse they were laid off or had
their job eliminated; others chose to because of uncertain-
ty about the future economy.

Though the official. numbers won't be in until after the
holidays, people expected to spend 5 pércent less for the
2008 holidays — $775 on average — than they did for
the 2007 holidays, according .
to a Brand Keys Inc. national Jesus was God's gift to

survey of 16,000 consumers in humans. the Bible says.
the nine U.S. Census regions. ' =

Economists might dis- He took the punishment
agree, but spendinghlessbog for everyone's sins so
ristmas isn’'t such a ba et
thing, that, through faith in
Consider the first Christmas. Him, people can live

Jesus — God's only son — was  gfarpally in heaven, That
born to poor parents, peas-

ants, in a stable among ani- Sometimes gets lostin our

mals, the Bible says. There was  modern-day celebration of

no Christmas tree, no pres- : e
onts, no special fo0ds. Christmas with its frenzy

The wise men, bearing gifts -and excess.
of gold, incense and myrrh,
did not visit Jesus while he was in the stable bu’s in a house
‘when he was a toddler, according to Biblical scholars.

The reason we celebrate Christmas is because of Jesus’
birth, unpretentious as it was.

Jesus was God’s gift to humans, the Bible says. He took
the punishment for everyone’s sins so that, through faith in
Him, people can live eternally in heaven.

That sometimes gets lost in our modern-day celebration
of Christmas with its frenzy and excess.

Perhaps a simpler, less commercialized observance will
help us remember the reason for the season.
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_Thanks for column

I just read, “When you're the employee,
bankruptey is very painful” and wanted to
thank you for writing what I, and I'm sure
others, are thinking and feeling!

My fiancé is a ground worker for
Northwest Airlines. He's been with
NWA for 19 years, and was with Midway

* Airlines, prior to that, for 10 years. His is

just one story, of thousands, maybe tnil-
lions, happening in our country.

He'd worked his entire life in an indus-
try and then, when N'WA filed for bank-
ruptey, was forced to take a $4 per hour
pay cut. While that may not seem to be
carth-shattering to people on its surface,
that $8,300 per year is money that was

* directly retioved from the economy of

this state.

He was very smart in his foresight and
put his home for sale, just prior to the
bankrupicy happening, The house sold
just before the real estate market com-
pletely collapsed. While he could have
made ends meet, he was concerned about
NWA going under and losing his home, 1f
that occurred.

Of course, NWA has emerged from
bankruptcy, but the new “unkunown” on
the horizon is how the Delta/N'WA merg-
er will impact employees who are 50-plus,
who have many years with the companies,
ete. The American workers have for far
too long had to carry the weight of execu-
tives on their backs, while those execu-
tives, many times, seem to fly beneath the
radar when it comes to responsibility.

I have been completely astounded
to monitor the hearings on the “Big 3
Bailout” and realize just how much of this
country truly feels that the auto industry
should go down and dor't seem to have
a remote belief that that will massively
impact every industry. When I hear the
“leaders” of our country saying that we
should let those companies go bankrupt,
while we, the taxpayers, have just paid to
bail out the very industry (financial) that
is most responsible for placing us in this
recession, I am aghast!

The auto industry impacts every life in
America and, honestly, I can’t understand
how any American can encourage its
demise,

I'm just so frustrated, as I believe
(hope???) most Americans are at this
point in our history. I really just wanted to
thank you for writing exactly what I was
thinking,

Maureen A. Latimer

Plymouth

Senators were wrong

I wanted to add my two cents about
what is going on with the federal bailout.
What a joke! They bail out Wall Street
and the CEQ for the one company made
£77 million with salary and bonuses, and
our government gives them billions of dol-
lars, no questions asked.

But when our automotive industry goes
to Washington and has to BEG for money
to keep MILLIONS of people working,
they shoot us down. They tell the Big
Three you want money yet you rode in
private jets. Most big corporations have
private planes, yet that seemed to make
the day of those senators.

Let’s look into something: the average
U.S. senator makes $169,300 a year and
party leaders and president pro tempore

LETTERS

make $188,100 per year as of Jan. 1, 2008,

. and then get ALL MEDICAL paid, not to

mention how many days off a year they
get. And they want to try and mess with
possibly the biggest industry in America.

Well, T certainly don't think it is fair.

And then this past weekend, a U.S.
senator was supposed to come to
Gibraltar Trade Center and sign auto-
graphs for $35-$75 per signature, former
Tiger Jim Bunning. Well, after he voted -
no for Detroit automakers, the owner
of Gibraltar called the senator and told
him we didn't want him here. That deci-
sion cost the Gibraltar Trade Center lots
of money, but he stood up for what he
believed and hats off to him. We should
ALL go out and shop there for Christmas
gifts.

Our government officials who WE
ELECT should be there for us. I salute
all the senators who voted for the Bridge
Loan, and to those that did not, that is
a sharne. You have for some reason tried
to kill the automotive industry, for what
reason, my question to you is when you go
to work — on the days you go — how do

“you get there? Walk, run, jog? No I would

think it would be an AUTOMOBILE, and
if it is, was it built in AMERICA.

Interesting question, I am quite sure the
senators who voted NO are driving cars
NOT bailt in the U.S,, and I think it is time
for America to stand up, and voice your
complaint. This is America, and every-
thing has changed to protect those who are
not from. here. For example, when you call
a business, and the message says “Press 1
for English,” I don’t think so. I think the
senators who voted no need to go and
see if the other countries have Press 1for
English. I don't think it happens.

So to all of our senators who are mess-
ing with the livelihood of America, try
and remember the Boston Tea Party when
they stood up for what they believed and
did what they had to. Our government is
supposed to be “FOR THE PEOPLE,” and
that is not what these current senators are
there for.

Stand up, America, hefore it is too late,
and with these people in office, speak
your mind, becanse sooner or later, when
you make that phone call, there won't even
be Press 1 for English. Write vour senators
and let them know they are messing with
the wrong people ~- Americans. Don't
mess with the best.

Bud Somerville

Westland

Grateful to our mayor

Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey has been
a pro-active leader in his efforts to sup-
port the necessary loans requested by the
domestic car manufacturers. He joined
with other'mayors in the region to make
their voices heard by Congress. We are
proud to say thiat Mayor Kirksey was
among those who traveled to Washington
to lobby for the domestic auto manufac-
turers that play a vital role in U.8. and
global economies. He encouraged Livonia
residents to write letters to the President
of the Uhited States requesting support
of the loans. We are grateful to Mayor
Kirksey for fighting for the sustainability
of the domestic manufacturing base and
preserving jobs for Livonia that will ben-
efit its citizens.
Jim and Diane Policelli
Livonia

Good tidings from Social Security

As the holidays approach, Social
Security has good tidings to share
with Social Security and Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) beneficiaries: They
will receive a 5.8 percent increase in ben- |
efit payments beginning with the January !
payments! .

The 5.8 percent, cost-of-living adjust-
ment (COLA) will begin with benefits
that more than 50 million Social Security
beneficiaries receive in January 2009,
Increased payments to more than seven
million SSI beneficiaries will begin on
Dec. 31.

Social Security arid Sapplemental
Security Income benefits increase auto-
matically each year based on the rise in
the Burean of Labor Statistics’ Consumer
Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and |
Clerical Workers (CPI-W), from the third ’
quarter of the prior year to the corre-
sponding period of the current year.

This 5.8 percent increase is the largest
since 1982,

Along with the annual COLA comes
other changes, mcludmg an increase in
the amount of wages subject to Social
Security tax. In'2008, the maximum tax-
able amount was $102,000. Beginning
in 2009, the maximum taxable amount
will be $106,800. This change will affect
about 11 million of the 164 million work-
ers who pay Social Security tax. The tax
rate remains the same: 6.2 for employers
and employees, and 12.4 for the self-
employed. ‘

In 2009 it will take $1,090 in taxable |
earnings to earn a credit of coverage for
Social Security, up from $1,050 in 2008.
All workers can earn up to four credits in
a year.

The average retired worker will receive
$1,153 per month in Social Security ben-
efits in 2009, up from $1,090 in 2008,

People who have Medicare coverage’
will want to visit Medicare’s Web site at ‘
www.medicare. gov for changes coming i
20089,

To learn more about Soc1a] Security
changes coming in 2009, visit cur online
fact sheet at www.socialsecurity.gov/pres
soffice/factsheets/colafacts2009.htm.

As always, you can find a wealth of
information about Social Security at out]
Web site at www.socialsecurity.gov.

Frances Heimes-Savicki

Social Security public affairs specialig -

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your lettersio the editor, Please
include your name, address and phone numbe
for verification. We ask that your letters be 40
‘words oress. We may. edat for ctanty space :
and content.

Ma” ; :.I"}-;:
Letters to the edntor .
Observer

615 W, Lafayette, Second Levei -
Detroit, Ml 48226

Fax: _
(313) 223-4650

E-mail:
hgallagher@hometownlife.com

QUOTABLE
“But | heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight, happy Christmas to all and to all a good night.”

- St. Nicholas, as reported by Clement Moore in "Twas the Night Before Christmas
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Plight of Iragi relatives on the mind of local Chaldeans this Christmas

BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

For millions of Christians
around the world and all over
America, today is a day to be
celebrated. Many will gather
with family and friends for
Christmas parties and to
rejoice over the birth of Christ.
_ Metropolitan Detroit’s large
Chaldean community will also
be celebrating the religious
holiday, but they will do so
with a fair amount of appre-
hension and fear for family
and friends living in Trag,
where they have been perse-
cuted and even killed because
of their Christian beliefs.

The plight of Iraq’s Chaldeans
has hit close to home in south-
eastern Michigan, which is
home to approximately 125,000
Chaldean-Americans ~ the
largest contingent outside of
the Middie East. Most live in
the comrmunities of Sterling
Heights, West Bloomfield,
Farmington Hills, Southfield

. and Troy.

According to local Chaldean
leaders, as many as 50 percent
of Chaldeans living in Irag
have fled the country since
the U.S.-led invasion in 2003.
Because they are Christians
(targely Catholic) living in a

Like many other local Chaldeans, Haytham Yono, who owns the Wayne Liquer
store in Wayne, has famify members living in Irag, where Chaldeans have
been persecuted because of their Christian beliefs.

Muslim-led country, they have
been driven out of their homes
and even killed. In partigular,
many Chaldean religious lead-
ers have been the targets of
terrorist attacks.

Joseph Kassab, the executive
director of the Southfield-
based Chaldean Federation
of America, said Chaldeans
and other Christians made
up about 5 percent of Traq’s
population before the war.
Today, be says it’s likely less
than 2 percent. Those that

remain must try and conceal
their Christian roots for fear of
being targeted by terrorists.
“Christmas is not easy to
celebrate in Iraqg. Far too many
of our people have fled their
homes or have been killed.
To survive, they must conceal
their religion,” Kassab said.
Nick Bakko, 2 West
Bloomfield resident who owns
Neil’s Party Store in Westland,
has many relatives living in Iraqg.
He was born in the village of
Telkaif in northern Iraq, and

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Nick Bakko, who owns Neil's Party
Store in Westland, was born in the
village of Telkaif in northern rag.
He says Chaldeans in Irag have been
persecuted in iraq since the war
began, including an aunt who fied to
a refugee camp in Syria.

came to Ametica in 1983. Most
of his relatives live in Telkaif,
which is in the Kurdish-con-
trofled north. He says Chaldeans
in the northern part of the coun-
try are relatively safer than those
in central and southern Iraq,
areas of the country dominated
by Muslim Arabs,

Bakko knows the devastat-
ing toll the war has had on

Chaldeans. His aunt, who
lived in Baghdad when the
war began, received a note to
leave her house in one week or
she would be killed. Fearing
for her life, she fled and is now
a refugee in Syria. Another

. aunt, who was a pharmacist in

Baghdad, was shot and killed
while at work during the early
days of the war. . '

Bakko and his wife Amy will
gather with family today at his
mother’s home in Commerce.
He said they will be thinking
of relatives int Iraq, and may
even try to call.

“On Christmas we always
get together. A lot of times we
try and call family when we're
all together,” he said. “We keep
them in our prayers. But we
have to live our lives. What can
you do? Life is not perfect.”

Haytham Yono, a 36-year-
old Farmington Hills resident
who owns the Wayne Liquor
store in Wayne, fondly remem-
bers Christmas celebrations
while growing up in Telkaif.

“Our whole family would
gather together, pray together,
go to church together. It wasn't
like here where Christmas has
become such a big business,”
Yono said.

However, Yono says those
days are a thing of the past.

He has several aunts and other
family members living in Iraq.
He is able to talk to them on
the phone occasionally, and
the picture they paint of life
there isn’t pretty. Churches
have been bombed and reli-
gious leaders assassinated.

“Life for them is very dif-
ficult,” Yono said. “Over here,
people are losing jobs and
homes, but we live i a para-
dise compared to what is going
on over there.

“Chaldeans were largely
protected during the Saddam
{Hussein) years because there
was law and order. Yes there
was no democracy, but there
was peace. You could celebrate
Christmas without fearing for
your life.”

Kassab said local Chaldeans
will definitely be thinking of
their relatives and friends back
in Irag today as they celebrate
Christmas,

“The greatest Christmas gift
we could have would be to see
our people come back to their
homes. Before that happens,
however, we need conditions to
improve in Traq. We need secu~’
rity for Christian minorities. We

. also need economic develop-

ment policies that will allow our
people find work and rebuild
their lives,” Kassab said.

Nativity collection celebrates the reason for the season

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

One of the gifts Kim Marqueite
received from her husband shortly after
being married was a Nativity scene.

That was the beginning of a collec-
tion that today includes more than 250
Nativity scenes which are on display
through Jan. 30 at the Garden City
Historical Museum inside the Straight

Farmhouse, .

“My son got me one and my mom got
me some. I'd get some Nativity scenes
at garage sales — I became a collector of
family Nativity scenés,” said Marquette,
a Garden City resident. “I have 48
Rubbermaid tubs that they fit into.”

The smallest Nativity scene in the
collection fits into a match box while
the largest is in front of Marquette’s
home during the Christmas season.

“One year at church we had a live
Nativity and one side of the hall was
all Nativities which we all brought in,”

said Marquette. “People said [ should

display them.”

Marguette set up the displays at the
museum when it had relocated to the
Straight Farmhouse and decided to
share her Nativity scene collection.

“1 thought it would be nice to go
see something free for the family.
People have beén to the museum and

“are telling other people about it,” said
Marquette. “There had been alot of

word of mouth.”

the collection.

piece each year.”

The largest Nativity on display at the
museum is a Fontanini seene which
belongs to Marquette's son Alan, 19. It
began as a gift from Marquette’s late
grandfather Duane Porter, who subse-
quently gave money each year to add to

“He wanted something for Alan

to enjoy and remember him by, said
Marqguette. “We keep it going and add a

irogers®hometownlife.com | {313) 222-5428

These Fontanini Heirloom Nativity pieces are part of Kim Marquette's collection which is on display at the
Garden City Historical Museum in Straight Farmhouse. The Fontanini Heirloom pieces were-first purchased
by Marquette’s grandfather Duane Porter for her son. A new piece is added each year in Porter's memory.
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THE NATIVITY
What: 4 display of
250 Nativity scenes
When: Noonto3
p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays through
Jan. 30
Where; Garden
City Historical
- Museum inside the -
Straight Farmhouse,
6221 Merriman,
north of Ford,
Garden City.
Information: .
Admission is free.
“Larger groups can
schedule a visit by
calling the museum
at {734) 838-0650 or
www.sthoniine.org.
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BURGER
Center for Students with

Autism in Garden City. Each
Christmas, the 350 students
are treated to a themed winter
carnival, a day filled with the
sights and sounds of the sea-
son and learning experiences.

“What we present is a hands-
on learning experience in a
controlled environment with
excellent teachers,” said teacher
Colleen Polin. “The students
are challenged to learn,

The school was transformed
into a village with hallways
given names like Rousso Road
and Berman Boulevard, hon-
oring the Jack Rousso and
Larry Berman families that
provided financial support for
the carnival, and Wigent Way
and Cline’s Corner, named for
Wayne County Superintendent
Christopher Wigent and

Former Burger Center staff member Judy Severin of Garden City pins a

flower on student Bradley Ziqulis, 9, of Westiand at the flower shop. At right
is-classmate Justin Nobel-Shankin, 9, of Garden City,

Garden City Superintendent
Michelle Cline respectively.
Outside the D&D Railroad,
named for Dillon and Dawson,
the streets bordering the
school, gave students a ride

wsmpic?
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“Our Staff has

Culs

| Any Color |
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Hair Styles‘for Men & Women

Over 25 Years Combined Life Experience Cuiting Hairl”

Hours:
Tues-Fri 10-8
Sat 9-5; Sun 11-5 The Villags Paza
734.464.3340

37637 Five Mile Road at Newbiirgh |

Next to the Former Farmer Jack Building ||

ettt .

around the school to get hot
chocolate.

Classrooms were trans-
formed into businesses like a
fish market, flower shop and
a guitar store where students
jemmed to live music and a
deli by the name of No Zoup
for You which offered samples
of lox and cream cheese on
bagels, ham and cheese sand-
wiches and liverwurst on
crackers. The lox and liver-
wurst were the most popular
items. :

“Lox and Hverwurst are the
favorites, which is surprising,
at least it's surprising to me,”
said teaching assistant Candy
McHale who was making sure
the “counter” was well stocked.

In the sports shop, students
lined up to get the autograph
of Detroit Tigers pitcher
Nate Robertson. Like Santa,
he’s become a fixture at the

5

Kyle Howey, 13, of New Boston had a big smile for one of the many crafts

students did.

winter carnival. His popular-
ity showed. Several students
brought cards, decorated with
the old English D and he ran
out of baseball cards to sign
for the kids.

“They give a good Christmas
party,” said Robertson who
was making his fifth appear-
ance at the carnival, “Events
like this ... it doesn’t get any
better than this”

Members of the Rousso and
Berman families as well as
friend Ed Battier also attended
the carnival and joined stu-
dents in oohing and aaah-

ing over the decorations and
activities,

“I've been coming seven-
eight years, it’s something 1
look forward to,” Battier said.
“This is nice, very nice.”

The same is true for Jack
Rousso.

“I enjoy seeing the children
smile, it gets better and better
every year,” he said.

Each year the families are
given gifts to show apprecia-
tion for what they do for the
school, This year they received
the keys to the village.

“We have a lower level at

= Memorial & Honor Dept.

501 8¢, Jude Place

¢ Memphis, TN 38105
1.800.873.6983
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Working on gingerbread note pads
are Jacob Bellanger, 9, of Westland
{front to back), Dionte Loving, 1,

Redford and Ashley Mattia, 11, also of

Redford. :

our home that’s filled with

the things they've made us,
we've got everything hanging -
up,” said Rousso’s wife Noella,
holding the oversized key.
“We've been doing this for 17
years.”

Also receiving a key was
Wigent “as a thank you for
maintaining the program.”

“They never cease to amaze .
me,” Wigent said. “T've been
here since 9:30 and it’s abso-
lutely beautiful.”

According to Polin, the staff
spends four months preparing
for the one-day event, but the
planning started as soon as
the carnival ended. .

“It wouldn't be so successful,
if everyone didn’t join in the
vision for this school,” she said.
“We all share in #.”
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S. Claus had
game before
all the fame

ong before he became
aforce in the global toy
distribution industry, the
rosy-cheeked bearded fella who
takes the term “all-nighter” to a
higher level ance a year was best
known for delivering pancake
blocks, full-nelson headlocks
and record-shattering throws at
track-and-field meets.

That’s right,
Santa Claus
was a three-
sport stud ath-
lete back in the
day.

It all started
his sophomore
vear at North
Pole Snowy
Oaks High
School when
Claus (5-foot-10, 280 pounds} -
decided to set aside his wood-
working tools for a few months
50 he could try out for the
school’s football team.

Undeterred by his thick,
fhuffy white beard (which was
really annoying during those
brutally hot two-a-day prac-
tices), Claus immediately estab-
lished himself as one of North
Pole County’s most dominating
offensive linemen.

“He didn't have great wheels,
but his work ethic was unreal,”
remembered a former class-
mate, who requested anonym-
ity. “He was a great leader, too,
which, I guess, when you look
baek on it, isn't surprising. It
yourcan coax abunch of over-
weight reindeer to fly, inspiring
afew high school kids to carry
out their blocks until the whis-
tle blows is a piece of cake.”

With Claus serving as the
team’s primary pulling guard,

Ed Wright

T AR RN

Please see WRIGHT, B2
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Members of the Detroit Ignition celebrate seconds after Birmingham native Ryan Mack reqistered a game-winaing goal in overtime to defeat the
New Jersey Ironmen Saturday night at Compuware Arena. Mack {pictured thirg from right, facing camera) also scored a game-tying goal with just su(

Birmingham native's two clutch goals lead Ignition to XSL OT win

" seconds left in regulation.

BY ED WRIGHT
0BSERVER STAFF WRITER

- Ryan Mack’s first Xtreme

 Soccer League goal wasn't

nearly as X-citing as his second
one.

And his first one was off-the-
charts exciting,

Displaying a crowd-pleasing
flair for the dramatic, Mack tal-

lied the game-tying and game-

winning goals in the Detroit
Ignition’s down-to-the-wire
16-14 XSLvictory over the New
Jersey Ironmen Saturday night
at Compuware Arena.

The home-opening triumph
evened the winners’ record at
1-1 while the Ironmen slipped
to G-2.

“It feels really good,” said
Mack, moments after he sent
the home crowd out into a bit-
terly cold night with a warm
mémory. *T was plugging away

all game, waiting to get the first”
. onie of the season. After I scored

the first one, 1 felt a lot more
comfortable out there.

“On the game-winner,
1 got a nice ball from Kyt
(Selaidopoulos) and I put it

through the goal-keeper’s legs”
Mack, a native of
Birmingham and one of the
leading point-earners in the
now-defunct Major Indeor
Soccer League last season,
said he's getting more atten-
tion from opponents now that
super-scorer Jamar Beasley has
departed the scene.
“During the first game (an 11-

-4loss at Milwaukee), it seemed

like they were targeting me
more, following me around,”

said Mack. “It was kind of nice
when Jamar was here and I was
the guy behind the scenes.

“T have to go out every night
and perform as well as I can
and help the team when T can.”

Mack was one of three home-
grown players who played
major roles in the Ignition’s

. vigtory.

Livoni#’s Tino Scicluna found
the back of the net on two of the
three shots he fired at Ironmen
net-minder Brett Phillips.

And former University of
Detroit Mercy star Vahid
Assadpour chalked up two

goals and an assist for the hosts.

“The first month has been

kind of tough for us getting
used to one another, plus we've

. had alot of injuries,” said Mack,

referring to how the rebuilt
Ignition is meshing, “But a lot
of guys stepped up tonight that
hadn't played a lot before,
think we showed a lot of heart
and 1 think that’s why we pulled
through tonight.

“Winning tonight was awe-
some, especially because it was
so frustrating losing our first
game, I think it was Important
to show our fans that we're
still a solid team after we went
through some adversity.”

Detroit goal-keeper Danny
Waltman earned his 100th pro-
fessional indoor soccer win by
stopping 33 shots.

Phillips stuffed 29 shots for
the Ironmen.

Detroit wiped out a 3-0 first-
quarter lead with goals from
Josh Rife and Assadpour.,

The Ignition doubled its
advantage to 6-3 2:29 into the
second quarter when Drew
Crawford slid a perfect, pass to

-Assadpour, who one-timed it

home,
The Ironmen closed their

halftime gap to 6-5 with 25.7
seconds left in the quarter
when Rey Martinez capped a

_ 3-on-none break-out witha  *

top-shelf goal,

Detroit led 10-9 after three,
bt slipped into a 14-10 hole
when New Jersey’s Shawn
Boney converted a Lucio

- Gonzaga pass with 4:38 to play.

‘The Ignition’s dramatic rally
was sparked by Crawford’s goal
from Assadpour with 2:45 to
play.

That set the stage for the
heroics of Mack, who tied
the game with 5.8 ticks left
after securing a Selaidopoulos
free-kick pass on the left wing
and hammering the ball past
Phillips.

“The game-winner came 3:06
into the extra session when he

" scored from a ridiculous angle

along the boards, ripping a shot
through Phillips’ five-hole.

Mack led Detroit with 10
shots. Zach Wilkes notched a
team-high four blocks.

The Ignition returns to
action on Saturday when it
travels to Chicago to take on the
Storm at the Sears Cenire,

Marquee Monday

Stars abound, but Trojans fall

TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Star burst

~Canton's Kiere Daniels (2) looks for runmnq room as he takes a hand-off during Friday mqht 5
-Tegional game against Livonia Stevenson. Daniels was selected to the first team All-Observer
._f_squad. which is featured on page B3, .

W « TOMORROW, 12726 vs. THUNDER 8 PM

e MON, 12/29 vs. MAGIC » 730 PM
Additional hal:day rwkets airaﬂabie far 522.25 aank aatl for Imr—iave! fwker a#mfabdt:y

BY TIM SMITH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Two of the state’s top senior boys
basketball players went head-to-
head Monday night at Livonia
Clarenceville.

Fans were treated to plenty of
highlight-reel slams and nifty plays
from both Clarenceville gnard Jamie
Stewart and Ann Arbor Gabriel
Richard powerhouse center Eso -
Akunne.

Buit a 29-point, nme—rebound five-
block performance from the 6-3, 217
pound Akunne trumped Stewart’s
dazzling dunks and 25-point, 14-
rebound outing. The Fighting Irish
scored 28 third-quarter points en
route to an 85-65 non-conference

triumph.

“He’s a tough matchup on the high
school level,” Trojans head coach
Corey McKendry said about Akunne.
“We put ather guys on him early and
we were forced to put Jamie on him.

“I thought those two went at it
tonight. They both left everything on
the floor tonight. They're both out-
standing high school players. As afan
it was fun to watch those two play.”

Aceording to Gabriel Richard
head coach Pete Schoch, whose team
improved to 3-0 and is ranked No. -
3 in Class B, there is no telling how
much Akunne can accormplish.

“He's a phenomenal player, What
sets Eso apart is he's very unselfish

Please see HOOPS,”BZ

HEW YEAR'S EVE MATINEE - o0 !’”f‘ﬁ 1M REVIEWY

« WED, 12/31 vs. NETS 3 PM
o FRI, 1/2 vs. KINGS ¢ 5 PM
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-Figure-skétinq
extravaganza

The Arctic Figure
Skating Club will
be hosting a dress
rehearsal skate for
the January 2009
Figure Skating
Nationals in .
Cleveland, Ohio on
Saturday, Dec. 27, at
7 p.m. at the Arctic
Edge Ice Arena,
which is located at
46615 Michigan Ave..
in Canton. .

All of the Arctic
Figure Skating
Club pairs teams
will be performing,
inclurding Canadian
National champi-
ons and world silver -
medalists Scott Moir -
and Tessa Virtue,
and U.S. Natienal sil~

ver medalists Meryl

Davis and Charlie
White.

For more informa—l
tion, call ('734) 487-
77T

The exhibition is’
open to the public
and admission is free.

Ocelots roll

The Schooleraft
College women’s
basketball team
thumped Scottsdale
(Az.) Community
College, 84-62,
Sunday in a game .
played in Scottsdale.
The victory improved
the Ng. 7-ranked
Ocelots’ record to 9-
1. Scottsdale slipped

L to 2-7.

Led by Brittany
Colling’ 17 points, five
Ocelots hit for dou-
ble-figures in scor-
ing, Other key con-
tributors on offense
were: April Goins (15
points, 12 rebounds),
Salem grad Tayler
Langham (12 points),
Antania Shepherd
(11) and Jasmine
Brown (10).

Schoolcraft led 46-
36 at the half.

NRCLL signups

The North Redford
Central Little League
is continuing 2009

registration for T-
ball, baseball and

-fast-pitch softball.

The next of sev-
eral planned dates at
the Redford Public . .
Library, located -

on Six Mile across

from Glenhurst :
Golf Course {(west of -
Telegraph) is noon

to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 17.
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No place like home: Patriots rule own mats

Livonia Franklin’s wrestling
team gave itself an early holiday
present Saturday by winning its
own Patriot Invitational.

Franklin scored 315 points to
lead the 10-team field followed .
by Northville and Ann Arbor
Pioneer with 256.5 and 211.5,
respectively.

The Patriots came away with
four individual titles led by Paul

PREP_WRESTI.I_NG '

Hanni (119 pounds), Brandon
Billian (145), Cody Hay (215)
and Mike Modes (285).

“Fhis wasn’t one of the harder
tournaments that we will go to
this year, but everyone got some
good matches in,” Franklin
coach Dave Chiola said. “A lot

of teams pulled out because
it landed on the same day as
Oakland County and Macomb
County (tournaments) this year,
but there were still some very
good wrestlers at every weight.
This forroat allowed everyone
to get five matches and I was
able to wrestle a lot of my JV
kids.”

‘Runner-up finishers for the

Patriots included Steve Tuyo

{112), Elvin Ferreira (160), Don

Stratz (171) and Matt Roos
(160), the latter whom was
competing for the Franklin ‘B’
team.

Rian Klein (103), Erik Czech

" {125), Alex O’'Connor (152)

and Nick Simmons (186) each -
added fourths for Franklin.
“With the snowstorm and the

injuries we've had - this was

a perfect tournament for us,”
Chiola said. “ January is going -
to be a big month - we have a
lot of tough tournaments and
meets. I just want to get every-
one healthy'and on the mat so
we can see what we have. The

- experience that my JV kids

are getting right now will be
important for the stretch run.”

Lutheran Westland had two
individual champions - Laith .
Francis at 125 and Stephen
Kemnp at 171. Kemp edged
Franklin's Stratz for the title,
2-1,

Cther top finishers for

‘the Warriors included Craig

Kowalski (215), third; Justin
Palka (140), fourth; and Breck -
Crandell (135), fifth. '

premier feams — perhaps in the
postseason.

HOOPS

FROM PAGE B1 ‘1 talked (with players) early
in the vear about last year. We
won 18 games and lost in the

and he makes those around first round of the districts,"

him better,” Schoch said. “That
elevates us as a team. If he was
just fixated on numbers ... the
only number he’s fixated on is

McKendry said. “We learned
our lesson. We're playing people
that are very good, and we're
just trying to learn and get bet-

the scoreboard.” ter so that at the end of the year
we can beat a team like that
LESSON LEARNED {(Gabriel Richard). It’s better to
Meanwhile, McKendry talked  take aloss early than late.”
about the next step — where McKendry added that Gabriel

"his team and one like Gabriel
Richard might again go at it as

Richard has “a great team and
you can tell they've played a lot

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonahle
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meetingthearing

- upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services .
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
calling the following:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 8. Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(744} 394-5260

Publish: December 25, 2008 .
CEDBEITEA0-TN2E

City of Westland -
nyvitation to Bid

Sealed proposals will be received by the City ‘of Westland Purchasing
Division, 36601 Ford Road, Westland, Michigan, 48185-2298, on

January 8 2008 at 2:00 p.m. (no exceptions will be made for late
filings) for the following:

Official City Newspaper

Complete specifications and pertinent information may be obtained
from the Purchasing Office or’ at hitp//www CityofWestland.com .
The City of Westland reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

Jade M. Smith
’ Controller
City of Westland

Publisl Necember 5. 2008 CEOBSSTIN-2x2.5

what we do.

you live. Because that’s what matters.

Plymouth Community United Way
Investing In Our Community

Your gift to Plymouth Community United
Way makes a positive difference in the
lives of thousands of people.in the
Plymouth/Canton community.

Thank you. Everybody Matters.

734«45 3'6879

60 W. Ann Arbor Trali Ste. 2 y \

2 > COMMUNITYPINANCIAL
Thinking forward. Banking right.

Experience tells us that the best way to help the most people is to
focus on the underlying causes of the most serious problems. Here in the
Plymouth/Canton Community, we’re focused on critical issues affecting families like
health care, nutrition, family counseling and assistance in times of crisis.

It takes the whole community working together to reach our goals in these areas.
So we bring together people from alt across the community ~ people from industry
and business, faith groups, non-profit, and people like you. if it requires fundraising,
developing community partnerships, or just getting people to work together, that’s

Your United Way contribution goes to work bringing Iast:ng change right where

of ball together.”

Akunne proved difficult to
stop, whether slashing through
the paint for a layup or launch-
ing a long jumnper.

‘But he had substantial offen-
sive help from junior forward
Matt Jenkins (22 points) and
junior guard Josh Herbeck (21
points, seven rebounds, five'
assists) as Gabriel Richard built
leads of 24-11 after one quarter
and 37-31 at the break.

“Jenkins really had a phe-
nomenal game and I'm happy
for him,” Schoch said. “He's usu-
ally not that much of a scorer,
but tonight he mentioned going
into the game he was going to
really be very aggressive.

“When he hit those first
couple jump shots, he really felt
good about himself and that
carried over to the rest of his
game.”

BACK IN THE GAME

Clarenceville actually con-
sidered itself in good shape at
halftime, having erased much
of an 18-point deficit during the
final six mimutes of the second
quarter.

Gabriel Richard built & 35-17
lead early in the second, when
McKendry called a timeout.
The Trojans {1-2) allowed only
two Akunne free throws the
rest of the quarter, with Stewart
registering 10 points during the
stretch,

Stewart took an inbounds
pass under the Fighting Irish
basket and threw down a slam
with 2:20 remaining, making
it a 35-27 contest. He then con-
nected on a beautiful finger roll
and, with the horn sounding,
sank a fadeaway jumper from
the left flank.

During intermission,

- McKendry and his players dis-

cussed getting over the hump
and forcing Gabriel Richard out

" of its zone coverage.

“We talked at halftime after
we made our run, I mean we
were down 18 and showed a
lot of heart to cut it back to
two (37-35 early in the third),”
MecKendry said. “We felt if we
could ever get the lead, we could
pull them out of their zone and
try to make them play man-to-
man.”

The Trojans couldn’t quite

make it, falling behind 46-37
with 5:45 left in the third. They
did briefly flirt with another
comeback, however, reducing
that deficit to 48-44 with 4:40
left in the stanza on anocther
Stewart dunk.

On that play, senior guard
Darryl Whitaker (nine points,
seven assists) sent a bounce pass
from the right wing down low to
Stewart, who slammed the ball
through the cylinder.

COMEBACK STALLS

Allthat did was rile up the
Fighting Irish, igniting a 17-7
spurt to cap off a huge qudrter
(28 points) and go up 65-51
entering the fourth. Combining
for all 17 points during that
surge were Akunne, Herbeck
and Jenkins.

“They just made plays,
that's what good teams do,”
McKendry said. “We showed
we're right there with them,
(but) we just dido't make
enough plays to get it done
tonight.”

The deficit never was less
than 10 points for the home
team the rest of the night.

“Jamie showed, against one
of the best teams in the state,
that he’s as good as anyone out
there,” McKendry said. “We've -
got to get our other guys to step -
up alittle bit and figure out how
to play off of Jamie. ‘

“And Jamie’s got to find his
teammates when teams double
him. Once we learn to do thata
little bit, we'll be very tough to
stop. But we gave up 85 points.
You can't do that and win.”

Also in double figures for the
Trojans were senior power for-
ward Jeremy Gainer (15 points,
12 rebounds) and senior guard
Nathan Clark (10 points).

Clarenceville’s Tuesday night
game at Westland John Glenn
(a makeup for Friday’s snow-
related postponement) was
postponed a second time, No
date was announced for when
the contest will take place.

Next for the Trojans is
Saturday’s matchup against
defending Detroit Public School
League champion Detroit -
Northwestern at the Romulus
Holiday Tournament.

tsmith@hometownlife.com

WRIGHT

FROM PAGE B1

Snowy Oaks running backs Joe
Donner and Billy Blitzen both
eclipsed 1,000 yards rushing
one Season.

“On the 25 and 36 pitch

sweeps,” one former teammate

recalled, “Santa would get
out in front of those running
backs and yell, ‘On Donner!
On Blitzen!’ It was pretty cool
watching him pave a path for
those guys.”

{Rumor has it there’s some
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vintage footage of Clans in
action on YouTube, but I
haven't been able to track it
down yet.)

Considering his lofty grid-
iron success, Claus could have
been even better, one former
teammate sighed, shaking his
head.

“That kid had all the skills,
but he didn't have that mean
streak that the great ones
have,” he lamented. “He was -
too, um — what’s the word
T'm looking for? — jolly, If he
hadn’t of been so doggone jolly,
1think he could have played at
the next level”

Legend has it that one
Division II school — Candy
Cane Tech — offered Claus
a partial scholarship to play
football, but he declined when

EAREN L. KAYES, Attorney, 400
Terrace Plaza, PO Box 809,
Muskegon, MI 49443-0900

STATE OF MICHIGAN, FPROBATE
COURT, COUNTY OF WAYNE, File
No. 2008-737362-DE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate

Hstate of Roy T. Syer, Deceased, Date
of Birth: August 31, 1925.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS:

The decedent, Roy T Syer, who lived
at 18925 Gillmen Street, Livenia,
Michigan, died August 3, 2003,

Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the estate will
be forever barred vnless presented to
Jack T Syer, named personal
representative, or to both the probate
court at 1305 CAYMC, Two Woodward
“Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48226, and
the named personal representative
within 4 months after the date of
publication of this notice.

Personal Representative: Jack T. Syer,
18536 Gillman  Street, - Livonia,
Michigan 48152. Telephone MNo.: (248)
8G7-8320

Attorney: Karen L. Kayes, P-417561,
400 Terrace Plaza, PO Box 800,
Muskegon, MI 49448-0900. Telephcne .
No.: (281) 727-2600.

Pablish: December 25, 2008
‘OES837328-1x4

he found out the school didn’t
offer a major in package distri-
bution.

The rotund - but surpris-
ingly agile — Claus carried
his passion for athletics to the
wrestling mats as soon as foot-
ball season concluded. He dis-
covered modest success serving
as his team’s 285-pound heavy-
weight. .

Howevet, as in football, he
didn't quite reach his potential.

“With his quickness, strength
and smarts, he would have
been an outstanding — and
I mean outstanding! - 215~
pounder if he just could have
shed a few pounds,” one ex-
Snowy Oaks grappler insisted.
“But he couldn’t stay away from
those darned milk and cook-
ies.”

In the spring, Claus starred
as a thrower on the Snowy
Oaks track-and-field team.
While he posted solid num-
bers, it was his theatrics while
throwing that drew most of the
attention.

“As soon as he launched the
disc, he would grunt, then yell
‘out someéthing that sounded
all the world like ‘Merry
Christmas!”” reflected his for-
mer track coach. “But it turns -

_out what he was really saymg a

was, ‘Carry, Discus!”

While Claus graduated from
high school with nine varsity
letters and a sleigh-ful of com-

petition-stoked memories, he’s
regarded by many North Pole ~°

residents as somewhat of an
underachiever due to hislaid-
back disposition.

“Looking back now,” one of
Claus’s high school buddies
said recently, “it's a good thing
he didn't reach his athletie
potential. I mean, what if he
wotld have really excelled in
football, played in college and
been drafted by the NFL? Who
would have delivered all those
presents on Christmas Eve
— the Easter Bunny?”

ewright@hometownlife.com | {734y 953-2108

www.cfeu.org
Locations: -

500 S. Harvey, Plymouth
6355 N. Canton Center, Canton
47463 Michigan Avenue, Canton

Joe Gahnon
We're recommended -
by Joe Gannon

Lunch 11am - 5pin

20% OFF

Total Food Bill

*Excludes Alcohol. Not to be used z}
with other offers or daily specials. 7]

Dine in only.

4

- Dinner =
Buy Entrée
$9 95 or more,
l Get 2™ 1/2 off -

*Excludes Alcohol. Not to be
used with other offers or daily
specials. Dine in only.
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Mark McRobb
Franklin

Austin White
Stevenson

Madish
Canton

yle Brindza
Plymouth

Franklin

De"Andre’ Alexander iere’ Daniels
Redf. Thurston Canton

Ramsé#art
Wayne Memorial

Nate oleman

David Caloia
Redford Union

Terrance Guthridge
Plymouth

Dvm Maynaha
Churchiil

Jeremy Gainer
Clarenceville

All-Observer grid team boas

FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE

Mark McRobb, Sr. @B, Liv.
Franklin: The 5-10, 180-pound
senior guarterback completed
59 percent of his passes for a
total of 1,359 yards.

McRobb also threw for 13
touchdowns and was inter-
cepted only three times, He
also rushed for 530 yards and
four TDs.

On the defensive side,
McRobb had a total of 55 tack-
les and four interceptions en
route to AII-KLAA and Detroit
News All-Metro West honors,

“Mark wasbest surprise of
the season,” Franklin coach
Chris Kelbert said. “We would
not have had a good season if
Mark was able to handle the
offense the way he did. He is
one of the best athletes we had
in our program.” ‘

Jacob Gudeman, Sr. 4B, Liv,
Stevensom: The 5-10, 170-
pound senior quarterback got
hot at the right time during
Stevenson’s run to the Division
1state semifinals.

Gudeman, an All-KLAA
pick, was 93-0f-157 passing for
1,340 yards with nine TDs and
eight interceptions. He also
rushed for 206 yards.

“Jake came into the sea-
son poised and confident,”
Stevenson coach Tim Gabel
said, “and only got sharper as
the season progressed.

“In a six-game stretch,
including the playoffs, he hit
just under 75 percent of his
passes, and really was the dif-
ference in several big wins.”

Austin White, Jr. RB, Liv.
Stevenson: The 6-foot, 187-
pound junior rushed for 1,610
yards on 228 carries {7.0 per
attempt) and also caught 21
passes for 310 yards.

The Associated Press
Division 1 All-Stater accounted
for 28 rushing TDs and caught
four TD passes. He also aver-
aged 31 yards per kickoff
return.

“Austin has an incredible
knack for making big plays,”
Gabel said of the AII-KLLAA
pick and defensive back. “His
ahility to affect the outcome -
of the garne in so many areas
made him a difference maker.”

De'Andre Alexander, St. RB, Red.
Thurster: Whenever a big play
needed to be made for Mega
Gold champion Thurston, the
tough-as-nails Alexander came
through — whether at running
back or outside linebacker.

He was a key factor in the
Eagles reaching the playoffs
for the first time in five years,
earning team MVP honors
with 974 yards rushing in 164
attempts in addition to 165
yards on kickoff returns (20.6-
yard average) and five catches
for 46 yards. On defense, the
Mega Gold first-team selection
racked up 71 tackles, including
five for losses.

“He’s as hard a working kid
that I've ever coached, both
during the season and the off-
season,” said veteran Thurston
head coach Bob Snell. “His
work ethic really made him an
excellent player. It’s great to
have a kid like that have a pay-
off like this.”

Kiere Daniels, Sr. RB, Canton:
The transter from Belleville
was an offensive force in the
Chiefs' Wing-T running attack,
amassing 1,449 total yards
(1,170 rushing) and 13 touch-
downs. He earned first team
All-KLA A honors after averag-
ing 9.1 yards per carry. Daniels
has earned interest from Butler
University’ football program.

"Kiere made a lot of big plays
for us this season, running and
catching the ball,” said Canton
coach Tim Baechler. “He gave
us some rouch-needed speed.”

Terrance Guhridge, Sr. RB,
Plymouth: The senior speed-
ster was the catalyst of the
Wildeats’ offense, rushing for
1,201 yards on 223 carries
while catching 10 passes for

ALL-CBSERVER FOOTBALL
FIRST-TEAM QFFENSE
Mark McRobb, Sr. 0B, Liy, Frankiin
Jacok Gudeman, 5r, 08, tv.

) Stevenson
Austin White, Jr, RB, Liv. Stevenson
De'Andre Alexander, St RB, Red,
Thurston
Kigre Danigls, S RE, Canton
Tarrance Guthrigge, St KB, Plymouth
Davig Caloia, Sr. BB, Redford Union
Wade Stahl, Sr. WR, Liv, Slevenson
Jeff Ricketts, 5t, WR, Liv. Charchilt
-Dakota Dark-Bird, Jr. TE, Canton
Michael Bratcher, S, C. Redford Union
Justin Sneddon, 3. 04, Canton
Rubert Tolantino, $7. 0L, Red,
Thursion
Jake Morris, Sr. 07, Westland Glenn
K¥_Ee Brindza, Soph, X, Plvmouth
[RST-TEAM DEFENSE
Pat Madish, $r, DL, Canton
Nate Coleman, Jr. DL, Liv, Frankfia
Ramsey Hart, Sr. BL, Wayne
Jeremy Gainer, Sr. 13, Clarencevilie
Devin oznihan, Sr.48, Liv. Churchilf
Wyatt Staht, Sr.1B, Liv, Stevenson
onnie Goble, $t. LB, Plymoyth
Brad Aand, Sr. LB, Garden Cit
Connor Martin, Sr. £8, Plymouth
- Jamonne Chester, 5r, BB, Red.
Covenant oo
Jerome Scales, Sr. DB, Westiand Glona
Barryt Whitaker, Adl-Purpose,

Ciatenceville
COACH OF THE YEAR
Réan Iristy, Liv. Clarengevilla
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE
Ryan Smtth, Sr. GB, Red. Thasston -
Kevin-Delapaz, Jr. OB, Canton .
Adam Payier, Jr.88 Canton
Levonte’ Broaks, Jr,RB, Clatencovilis
. Richard Haley, Sr. 5B, Waype - -
.- MikeBaurmgariner, Jr, RE, Liv: Frankiin
© 0 Mike Kowalis, Sr 38, Liv Churehit

Zack Hamed, St WR, Plymobith

Cameron Mitchelt, S, TE Red, & o
Thirston - o
Drew Grabowski, r. 0L, Salem.
Carter Statteld, Jr. 0L, Canton. - . -
Johnathan Edwards, 3r OL Red.
Tovepant™ -
Tony 1tis, $¢. OL, Regterd Union
Sam Ahiersmeyer, St0L, Luth,

Westland
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE
Jake Gilbert, Sr. BL; Plymouth
JasonHy, 5. DL, Canton
De’Ondre Hogan, Soph. 1B,
Clargnteville
Sheldon Hankins, 5r. LB, Westland
Glenn
Kyle Hobbins, Sr. LB, Liv. Stevenson
Kyrer Boyd, St. B8, Westland Glenn
Kyron Neison, $r. DB, Red. Thurston
onnor Leidad, Sr. DB, Liv, Frankiin
Rick Sweda, 5. BB, Cantan
Mark Grisa, Sr. DB, Liv, Stevenson -
Michael Pack S¢. DB, Garden City
Grant Morgan, Sr, DB, Liv. Churchilt
Heath Parling, Sr. AtI-PurEo-se, Salem
HONORABLE MERTION
Churchilt: Nathan Zak, Eric Perfowski,
Alexarder Bay; Franklin: Brandon Lane,
Don Stratz, Mike Gadsby; Canton: Rohn
Gaudi, David Wilcox, Alex Dixen, Bryan
‘Gerst; bonny Barlow, Danlel Stofey,
Stevenson: Steve Eideh; Rich Sayid, Zeb

Bacigal, Stephen Poftard, Austin Weatlef, -

Zac Whalen, Andrew Neisop; Jordan
‘ESabeh; Plymouth: Travis Mewton,. -
-~ Aex Minch, Matt Skubik, Kelly Watte:'
Lonner Mckiney, Matl Friche; Salen:
JustinBashi, Anthony.Mulling; Austin
Root; John Glenn: Taylor Aranicibla,

. SteveMuiphy, Chase Glover Steve Smith;..

Waynes Alex Bledsos, C.J dobnison,

Zakk Hardyniec; Eric Story, KeithAgee;
Lutheran Westland: Ethar Haller: .
Stephen Kemyp; Clarencevilles Joe -
Baer, JoeHaapals Redford Thurston:
Gaon Freeman, Kareem Gayman: Marly .

Johnson, Josh Bobbish, Cosnias frkland; -
Redford Union: Dwuan Burris, Jaeoh .\ -

Blach, Jian Rivera; Garden Cig
Grace, U Bayburn: Red: Covenan
Borinizue Willtams, Calen Sgencar -

51. Although not exceptionally
big, he was hard to bring down
between the tackles.

“Terrance is pound-for-
pound one of the toughest
and hardest-hitting football
players I have ever coaches,”
said Plymouth coach Mike
Sawchuk. “At 150 pounds, he
was the workhorse for our
offense, averaging over 20
carries a game. He is a fierce
competitor who hates to lose at
anything.”

David Caloia, Sr. RB, Redford
Union: The valuable, versatile,
hard-hitting Caloia proved to
be a workhorse it the backfield
in 2008, rushing 140 times for

1,119 yards (8 yards per carry)

while scoring 11 touchdowns
along with nine two-point con-
versions.

RU coach Miles Tomasaitis
moved the third-year player
from fullback to halfback fol-
lowing a teammate’s injury
and proceeded to rack up two
straight 100-yard games.

“David was the hardest hit-
ter on our team, whether it
was running the ball, block-
ing or tackling (he also played
safety),” Tomasaitis said. “He
brought his whole body into the
hits he made no matter what
the size of his opponent.”

Caloia was an All-Mega
White first-team selection and
teaun co-captain and continued
the Panthers’ string of out-
standing “go-to players” in the

backfield during recent years,
Tomasaitis added.

Wade Stahl, Sr. WR, Liv.
Stevenson: The 6-foot, 180-
pound senior wide receiver had
39 receptions for 616 yards and
four TDs.

He also rushed for 538 yards
on 93 carries (5.7 per attempt)
with and 10 TDs.

Stahl also excelled as a
return specialist with averag-
ing 27.5 per kick return (with
one TD) and 17.5 per punt
return.

“Wade combines incredible
balance, hands and vision with
great intelligence,” Gabel said.
“He could line up in multiple
spot on offense, and be a threat
1o score from any one of them,
at any time.”

Jeff Ricketts, Sr. WR, Liv,
Churchill: The 5-8, 175-pound
senior scored 17 TDs this sea-
son, while leading the Chargers
in total yardage, receiving
yards and réturn yards,

Ricketts, also carries at 3.7
GPA, set a Churchill record
with a 96-yard punt return
and also held the school mark
for receptions (13) and yards
receiving (213) in a game, both
against Canton. :

“Jeff maybe is the best
offensive talent I've had here
at Churchill,” coach John
Filidtraut said of the All-KLAA
pick. “He was a complete player
who blocked, ran and canght
the ball well. What sets him
apart is what he can do with
the ball once he gets it. He was
a treat to score every time he
touched the ball. He was fun to
watch.”

Dakota Dark-Bird, Jr. TE,
Canton: The junior was one of
the rhost punishing blockers
in the area from his tight end
position. He was also one of
just two players who started on
both sides of the ball for the 10-
2 Chiefs. When thrown to, he
displayed reliable hands, secur-
ing four catches for 140 yards,
including a 91-yard TD. -

“Dakota is'a very physi-
cal player and a devastating
blocker at the right tight end
position,” said Baechler. “He’s a
big-time hitter on the defensive
side of the ball, too. Playing
both ways like he did, Dakota
was a big part of the success we
had this season.”

Michael Bratchar, Sr. C,

Redford Union: A key reason

for Caloig’s running success

and of the entire team (2,337
rushing yards} was the power-

- ful, consistent play of the 6-1,

225-pound Bratcher at center,
which Tomasaitis called the
meost important position of the
offense. _

“Mike has pretty good feet
for his size and is the strongest
kid on our team,” Tomasaitis
said. “That combination led to
some great runs and devastat-
ing blocks.”

Bratcher, a two-time All:
Mega White first-team selec-
tion and co-captain, also guid-
ed the defense at linebacker,
setting the alignment.

Justia Sneddon, Sr. 8L, Canton:
Despite his 5-foot-9, barely-
over-200-pounds stature,
Sneddon was a force for the
Chiefs this season. So much
so that he merited first-team
All-State accolades and KLAA
“Offensive Player of the Year”
laurels. After being inserted
into the Chiefs’ starting defen-
sive unit late in the season, he
racked up 41.5 tackles.

“Justin had a great year
for us,” said Baechler. “He’s a
350-pound bencher, which is
phenomenal when you lock at
his size. He’s one of those kids
who's quick, strong and loves
to hit people. He dominated for
us on the offensive line.”

Robert Tolentino, Sr. OL,

Red. Thurston: Although All-
Observer second-team quar-
terback Ryan Smith led a bal-
anced offense to a division title
and playoff berth, it’s a good

Wade Stahl
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Churchill

nor Mat
Plymouth

Wyatt Stahl
Stevenson

Justin Sneddon
Canton

Redf. Thurston

3

ake Morls
John Glenn

Redford Union

rad “
Garden City

Jamonne Chester
Redf. Covenant

Darryt Whitaker
Clarenceville

Jerome Sales
Johin Glenn

s roster of ‘Red Zone' stars

. bet that wouldn't have hap-

pened without the outstanding
work up front by Tolentino.

For starters, Tolentino never
came off the field as an offen-
sive tackle and defensive end.
Out of 147 passing attempts,
he only gave up one sack, The
Mega Gold first-team selection
and Thurston’s Most Valuable
Lineman also forced two fum-
bles and defense and returned
cne of them for a touchdown.

“Robert just got the most
out of his abilities,” said Snell.
“He's an undersized kid to play
offensive and defensive line,
but he’s 50 good technique wise
and with his work ethic, ... that
allowed him to be an excellent
two-way player for us.”

Jake Morris, Sr. OL, Westland
Glean: The 6-2, 267-pound
senior anchored the Rockets’ .
offensive line en route to All-
KLAA honors, Morris was a
team captain and two-year
starter. .

“Jake anchored our offensive
line at left tackle,” Glenn coach
Tim Hardin said, “He was a
team captain and a tremen-
dous-leader by example. With
a great work ethic, Jake was as
dependable as they come. Jake
is also a great student in the
classroom and in the hallways
at school.

Kyle Brindza, Soph. K,
Plymouth: Brindza is the first
place-kicker in recent mem-
ory to earn a spot on the All-
Observer football team ~- and
for good reason. The 10th-
grader connected on 9-o0f-12
field goals this season, includ-
ing three from at least 40 yards
out. His biggest three-pointer
came against Livonia Franklin
when he delivered a 32-yard
ganie winner with no time left
on the clock. Brindza was a
field-position difference-maker
for the Wildcats as 30 of his 48
kick-offs were not returned.

“When people think of kick-
ers, they think of field goals
and extra points — I think of
defense,” said Sawchuk. “When
you have a kicker who can kick
it in the end zone on a regular
basis, it makes the opposing
team have to drive 80 yards
to score. It is also nice to have
the confidence to kick a field
goal from 50 yards and in. Kyle
has a great work ethic and will
probably be recruited by a top-
20 program. He is only a soph-
omore, so there is still room for

. improvement.”

FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE

Pat Madisk, Sr. DL, Canton:
Madish displayed an uncanny
nose for the ball, registering 56
tackles and a team-high seven
sacks for the Chiefs’ swarming
defense.

“He'’s an undersized guy,
but he’s so strong and fast,”

said Baechler, “He has a great

motor. He's so hard to block
because he always keeps his
hands and legs moving, He
made a lot of big plays for our
defense. He's one of those play-
ers who fles all over the field.”

Nate Coleman, Jr. DL, Liv.
Franklin: The 6-3, 280-pound
junior captain and two-year
starter was force on both sides
of the line.

Defensively, Coleman fin-
ished with 76 tackles, three
sacks, five tackles for loss and
two forced fumbles.

“Nate was an anchor on beth
the defensive and offensive
lines,” Kelbert said. “He has
tremendous strength and has
the potential to be great. He is
also a great student maintain-
inga 3.4 GPA”

Ramsey Hart, Sr. DL,
Wayne: The 6-2, 195-pound
senior played both ways on the
offensive line and at defender
end where he made 57 total
tackles.

“Ramsey has a great motor,”
Wayne coach Kevin Weber
said. “He loves to play foothall,
loves to hit, and loves. pain.

“He was also the long snap-

per and was quite talented at
that, Ramsey was either faster
than the guy he went against,
or he was stronger.”

Jeramy Gainer, Sr. LB, Liv.
Clarenceville: Michigan State
University didn’t waste much
time coming after the dynamic
Gainer, who was a cog in the
wheel for the playoff-bound
Trojans.

Showing his considerable
versatility, Gainer moved from
the defensive secondary to
linebacker and still earned
Metro Conference defensive
MVP honors for the second
consecutive time. An All-Metro
first-team pick, he tallied 100
tackles and five quarterback
sacks while chipping in at run-
ning back.

“Jeremy is a tremendous ath-
lete,” said Clarenceville head
coach Ryan Irish. “He has the
ability to make plays all over
thefield” .

Devin Moynihan, Sr. LB, Liv,
Churchill: The 5-11, 215-pound
senior earned first-team All-
Observer honors for the secend
straight year after breaking

his own school record this year

with 145 total tackles despite a
shoulder injury. .
Moynihan, who carries a
3.5 GPA, also holds the school
record for career tackles (342)
in 2.5 varsity season. He had

~ four games this year of 20 or

more tackles.

“Devin was a very productive
player at ‘Mike’ linebacker for
us,” Filiatraut said. “He added
toughness and smart to a our
defense over the past two years.
He is one of those players that
you really can'’t replace.” '

Wyatt Stahl, Sv. LB, Liv.
Stevenson: The 5-foot, 170~
pound senior finished with
136 total tackles, including 11
for losses and two sacks while
making the AI-KLAA squad.

“Wyatt’s great talent for get-
ting to the ball carrier was
perfectly complemented by his
passion for preparation,” Gabel
said. “he knew the opponents
inside-and-out, and thrived
over-playing tendencies.”

Ronnie Goble, Sr. LB, Plymouth:
Opposing offensive coordina-
tors often designed their game-
plan to run the opposite side
Goble was stationed at as much
as possible. The Division 1
recruit registered 38 solo tack-
les, 26 assists and 10 tackles for
losses. Cffensively, he snared
20 passes for 346 yards (17.3
yards per catch).

“Ronnie is one of the most
technically sound football play-
ers [ have ever seen at the high
school level,” said Sawchuk.
“He is the strongest football
player that we have ever had
here at Plymouth. He has an
unbelievable work ethic on and
off the field. He is a great foot~
Lall player, but an even greater
person.”

Brad Bond, Sr. LB, Garden City:
There wasn't much to cheer
about for the Cougars, who
finished 2-7. But the steady, 6-
0, 205-pound Bond definitely
provided winning character
and ability at linebacker as well
as running back and punter.

“Brad has been one of the
best linebackers I have coached
at Garden City High School,”
said Cougars’ head coach Mike
Salter. “He is a hard-nosed
player. He plays from sideline
to sideline and always ends up
in the play. He is also a hard
runner who breaks a lot of
tackles.”

Bond made 60 tackles, -
assisted on 45 others and col-
lected several sacks while con-
tributing more than 400 yards
and 3ix touchdowns on offense.
His efforts were rewarded with
selection to the All-Mega Blue
first team.

Connor Martin, Sr. 1B,
Plymouth: A three-year var-
sity contributor, Martin made
life difficult from his middle
linebacker position sideline to

sideline. He recorded 90 solo
tackles and 51 assists. Eighteen
of his stops were behind the
line of scrimimage. Martin also
picked off two passes.

“Connor was the heart and
soul of our defense for the past
two-and-a-half years,” said

Sawchuk. “His aggressiveness .

and uncanny ability to read
offenses are a tribute to his work
ethic on and off' the field: Conpor
will have an immediate impact
on his team at the next level”

Jamonne Chester, Sr. BB, Red.
Covenant: Chester is headed to
Indiana University next year,
and he again showed why with
a penchant for explosive, big-
gaining plays on both sides of
the football.

The Southeast Michigan
Football Conference first-
teamer and Covenant MVP
picked off five passes and
returned two for TDs in addi-

tion to collecting 619 yards and

four scores on kickoff returns.
He also was spectacular at
wide receiver (10 catches for
321 yards and four TDs), run-
ning back (25-244, 3 TDs) and

quarterback (29-69, 634 yards,

9 Ths).

Jerome Scales, Sr. DB, Westland. _

Glenn: The 5-11, 201-pound

senior captain did it all for the

Rockets playing both sides of
the ball. '

On offense, the All-FKLAA
selection rushed for 696 yards
and passed for 722 to go along
with six TDs. '

“Jerome was very danger-
ous as a duel threat to run
and pass,” Hardin said. “He
was also a three-year varsity
starter on defense. He had
great games against Canton
and Walled Lake Western lead-
ing out team to victory in each
case with over 100 yards rush-
ing in each game.” .

Darryl Whitaker, Sr. Alt-

- Purpose, Liv. Clarenceville: Like

Chester, Whitaker did it all this
season. Not only was he a dan-
gerous threat at running back
{120-857, 16 TDs), he helped
move the chains as quarter-
back — completing 16 of 37
attempts for 612 yards and
three seores.

Add to that solid play at
defensive back and it shonldn't
surprise ariyone that the
Trogjans swept through the
Metro Conference.

“The best thing about Darrvi
was that he got better as the

‘year went on,” said Irish,

“Games are bigger at-the end
of the year, and this is when he
played his best.”

For his efforts, Whitaker was
named to the All-Metro first
team.

Ryan Irish, Coach, Liv,
Ciarenceville: This season
marked a big turnaround for
the Trojans, with the team fin-
ishing 9-2 and capturing the
Metro Conference title before
bowing out to Almont, 28-21,
in a Division 5 district final.

The strong commaunica-

" tion skills and football savvy

possessed by Irish obviously
helped push the
team to the top.
But he insisted
that his players
and assistant
coaches should
get the credit.
“T am only
as good as the
people around
me,’ Irish said.

Ryan Irish
Coach of the
Year

Bodo, Chad |

Teague, Brady Gustdfson, John.

‘Wallace, Chase Moore and Ed

‘Watkins really made the differ- -

ence this year.”

1rish added that the maturity
of players and their willingness
to heed what the coaches told
them zalso had a lot to do with
the championship success the
Trojans enjoyed in 2008. “This
season truly was a team effort
in everything we accomplished.”

“My staff of Joe
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