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Reading is hot 
ilies slash budgets, more turning 

Canton 
directof 
about ir 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

If public libraries operated as a tra­
ditional business, they would serve 
as a bright spot in the nation's dim 
economy. 

But a spike 
in visits to 
branches 
across the 
country, 
including the 
Canton Public 
Library, 
haven't result­
ed in a wind­
fall of revenue, 
but instead 
have provided 
inspiration to 
run a smooth 
operation. 

Laurie 
Golden, CPL 
spokesper­
son, said 
with many 
card holders taking ad 
library's free resources 
up 10 percent from las 

"We are working to i 
upgrade what we currt 
said, adding that it's n 
families slash their en1 
gets, they turn to libra 

"We are seeing more 
magazine section than 
because some have hac 
subscriptions," she sai< 
more families keep a c 
their finances, non-ess 
cable television, Interi. .,,_ 
trips to the theater get cut. 

Library Director Eva Davis says she 
has welcomed the boost in attendance 
at the branch. 

"People are reintroducing themselves 
to the library," she said. "Even our 
regular users are starting to notice new 
things that we offer." 

Alan Watson of Taylor works in 
Canton and said he began frequenting 
CPL about eight months ago. 

"A co-worker told me about (the 
township library) and I decided to 
come over here and I really appreciate 
the Internet access and free books and 
movies," he said, noting that his library 
usage has gone from a rarity to about 
three times a week. 

In addition to moving about 5,000 
items on a daily basis, Davis said the 
library has become a haven for those 
filing for unemployment, complet-
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It's midday at the Canton Library and patrons are using nearly every computer. Library usage has 
been way up in recent months. 

ing job applications or updating their usage rising as the economy slows 
resumes. And in response to the high down. "It was not unexpected so we 
traffic volumes, the library is expected have tried to keep ah eye on best seller 
to get 24 additional computer stations lists and focus on popular interests to 
next year. - meet the demand." 

"This has been documented pretty 
well," Davis said of the trend of library tlparksilhometowiilife.com | (734) 953-2170 

Canton student earns internship to state department 
BY TIFFANY t . PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Alexander Marinica had 
planned to spend his sum­
mer preparing for the Medical 
College Admission Test, but 
instead he will serve the U.S. 
Department of State as one of 
four interns from Wayne State 
University. 

"I had to rearrange my plans 
but it is more than worth it," 
said the 20-year-old pre-med 
junior who graduated from 
Canton High School in 2006. 
"Opportunities like this do not 
come along often." 

Marinica 

Marinica, 
who is a 
student in 
WSU's honors 
college, will 
either spend 
10 weeks in 
the nation's 
capital or at an 
international 

embassy. 
Since learning of the intern­

ship in September from Jerry 
Herron, dean of WSU's Irvin 
D. Reid Honors College, 
Marinica said the process has 
been a "complete fast forward." 

Out of all of the applicants, 

Marinica was one of 10 stu­
dents interviewed for the four 
openings. 

"Alex, in particular, is a 
young man who knows himself 
and wants to give back to the 
world," said Herron, who par­
ticipated in the interviews and 
said the internship could be 
"truly transformative." 

WSU is Michigan's only 
post-secondary institution 
selected to participate in the 
venture, which is called the 
Internship Fellows Program, 
and was launchedby Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice. 

Marinica now plans to take 

the MCAT exam before start­
ing the internship and said 
his parents, Liviu and Daniela 
Marinica of Canton, have been 
a source of encouragement. 

"They are very proud that I 
have the ability to pursue these 
things," he said. "They have 
given me their complete sup­
port." 

The three other students 
chosen for the internship 
include Mary Craft of Sterling 
Heights, Rasha Natour of 
Dearborn and Srdan Sadikovic 
of Huntington Woods. 
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Beginning of a new era 
New Canton Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy is sworn into office Friday 
afternoon by 35th District Court Judge Michael Gerou. LaJoy, who 
was elected last month, was not sworn in with the rest of the new 
board in November because he chose to complete his term as a state 
representative. He was in Lansing until past 2 a.m. on Thursday, and 
was ready to start his new job. "I'm glad now that I can move on. I'm 
very excited," LaJoy said. LaJoy takes over for Tom Yack, who served 
as supervisor for 20 years. He said the first couple months will be busy, 
as he has plans to meet with staff and various community groups, so 
everyone gets comfortable with him. "The first thing you do is you listen 
a lot to see how things work, i want to work with people, and listen to 
their ideas, and then go from there," he said. 

line looming for 

BY T iFFAMYL. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Pat VanDusen has gotten 
used to the phone call from 
a concerned son or daughter 
questioning her identity and 
asking why their mother or 
father seems to believe they 
are getting a free roof. 

Or perhaps, free windows 
or a brand-new driveway at 
no cost. 

"I totally understand 
because I would probably 
do the same thing," said 
VanDusen, Canton's volun­
teer events coordinator. 

VanDusen is the area's 
contact person for the 
Christmas in Action of 
Wayne County Inc. program, 
which is designed to offer 
free home repairs to elderly 
or disabled homeowners in 

What: Designed to offer free 
home repairs to elderly or dis­
abled homeowners in Canton 
When: Deadline to apply is Dec. 31 
How: Applications are available 
at the Township Administration 
Building and inside the senior 
center at Summit on the Park, 
46000 Summit Parkway 
More Info: Contact VanDusen at 
(734) 394-5193 or pvandusen@ 
canton-mi.org 

Canton. 
The deadline to apply for 

the free repairs is Dec. 31. 
VanDusen said this is 

Canton's fifth year par-

Please see RR0@RAM.A5 
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Digging out 
Cherry Hill Village resident Joe Kish fired up his snowblower to clean 
sidewalks of more than a half foot of snow during Friday morning's snow 
storm. The first big storm of the winter caused havoc on local roadways, 
and forced the Canton Police Department to declare a snow emergency, 
which means alt motorized vehicles should have been removed from all 
streets. 
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SUPER DRUGS Sav-Mor Store) 

e.fa A DIFFERENCE IN DRUG STORES! 
Richardson's now offers prescription delivery. 

We're Canton's First and Most Trusted Pharmacy 
* Locally Owned & Operated • No Long Lines to Wait In 
* Pharmacists You Can Get To Know •Home Health Care Center 
* Personal Consultation • Medicare Billing 

• We Stock Hard to Find Medications 
• We Do Special Orders 
• We Accept Over 400 Insurance Plans 

Use your Healthcare 
FLEXIBLE SPENDING ACCOUNT 

If you have signed up through your employer for a Healthcare 
Flexible Spending Account program, you can use it at our 
pharmacy! Your Flexible Spending Account sets aside your 
pre-tax dollars to pay for prescription medications as well as 
pain remedies, cold and allergy medicines and other over-the-
counter items like bandages, nicotine gum and eye products. 

iS 

Richardson's is Canton's 
Home Medical Supply Headquarters 

We bill Medicare for diabetic supplies and durable 
medical equipment. 

aaaassaasEsssaassia 

ATTENTION GM RETIREES! 
Medicare PLUS BLUE and most other Medicare participants can now have their 90 day 

prescriptions filled at Richardson's tor the same co-pay as mail order. 
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SAVINGS ON 
BRAND AND GENERIC 

MEDICATIONS 
$10 ONE-TIM ENROLLMENT FEE 

Generics 
30-Day Supply* 

Over300dnjgs^yailaWe. 
Generics 

90-Day Supply* 
Over^OO^mgs^ailable^ 

Gift 
Card 

Just for signing up! 
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: - „-..... Medication Review by 
fees our Pharmacy Experts 
& ""MS See your pharmacist for 

^m scheduling 

RICHARDSON'S 
has gifts for everyone on your list! 

YANKEE CANDLE 

D E P A R T M E N T ^ ) 

A*** 

far 'J. 

—* fc1 

s 
Webkinz: C l u b 
.purchase 5 Webkinz 

get the 6th one 

«*. WEBKINZ DAYS AT RICHARDSON 
ALL WEBKINZ s 9 . 9 9 

Coupon 

Assorted 2 Liter. 

PEPSI •<! 
PRODUCTS 

Plus Deposit • Limit 4 

tS^K! K£S3 

Coupon 

Country Fresn 
1 Gallon 

2% MILK 

• : «;-;' - l ir j- .-- »--*• -jerq u&jfc A^M I E : 

Coupon 
11 " o z . 

Bettermade 

POTATO 
CHIPS 

Limit 1 

NO.VTHRU12-i1-0c 

Coupon - Coupon 

! Buy a $2.00 1 Instant Ticket, get a 

• $1.00 Instant 
ANY GIFT I T ^ 6 1 

ITEM • 
Limit 1 from our gift aisles • Limit 1 Limit 1 

With coupon only. May not be combined with any m With coupon only. May not be combined with any ** With coupon only. May not be combined with any ma With coupon only. May not be combined with any u • With coupon only. May not bo combined with any 
other offer. Expires 12-31-09. m other offer. Expires 12-31-09. m other offer. Expires 12-31-09. H othero*' £ t 't " ~~ H . . . . . 

' J* •*••( 1 d T'JB V-B 

42433 Ford Road (at Lilley Road) Canton 
734.981.390 

Open Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-l 0 p.m. 
Sat. 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun. 10 am-0 pm 
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Kids go on shopping spree with help of local cops 

BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

More than two dozen local 
children got their chance to 
go on a shopping spree under 
the watchful eyes of several of 
Canton's police officers during 
the annual Shop with a Cop pro­
gram. 

The shopping sprees took 
njare fit thp Canton Meijer and 
Wal-Mart stores, both of which 
donated $100 gift certificates to 
the children. 

The children, who were 
between the ages of 5 and 11, 
were selected through the 
Canton Leisure Services out­
reach program, based on eco­
nomic need. Most of the children 
reside in the township's mobile 
home communities. 

Officer Joe Mullally, who 
participated in the program, 
shopped with brother and sister 
Brianna Lee and Brandon Lee, 
as well as Ana McDiarmid and 
Sean Neal on Wednesday at 
Meijer. He said his main job was 
adding up the prices of each item 
and cutting the kids off once 
they reached their limit. 

He said the kids were very 
appreciative. 

"They were saving, 'Thank you. 
thank you, thank you'," Mullally 
said. "Some were saying this was 
the best Christmas ever." 

Mullally the kids mostly 
selected video games, Legos, 

t* 'A 
& * rii! 
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Canton Police Officer Joe Mullally greets Ana McDiarmid and Sean Neal 
during the Shop with a Cop event at Meijer on Wednesday. 

and dolls. 
'The neat thing was several 

of the kids actually picked out 
items for their siblings or other 
family members, and not just for 
themselves," he said. 

Canton Meijer Manager 
Taryn Barnes said the program 
is a way for the retailer to help 
Canton families have something 
to remember this Christmas 
season. 

"It's a good thing for the com­
munity, especially in this tough 
economic time. There are so 
many families that need assis­
tance," she said. 
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Fisner 
Funeral 
Home 

Family Owned ana Operated 

Cremation 

-Affordable Alternative ~ 

.Basic Captat ion 

$ / j(~\ 0tf # ktckisive of 

services 

'§200 additional 

for Memorial Services 

Traditional Service 
with Cremation 

in duct eg C.iskel 
facade, viewing 
& Sl-ITIU.' 

Affordable traditional funerals 

tailored for any budget 

2 4 5 0 1 Five Mile Road * ReJford 

313-535-3030 
.i5nerfuneraianacremati0n.com 
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wont be flying forever 
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Bnanna Lee telis Officer Joe Mullally 
that she's had enough of the video 
game department, and is ready to go 
look at dolls. 
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11am- 10am- 10am-
6pm 9pm 9pm 
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Dec. 24 

10am-
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Dec. 31 
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Dec. 25 

10am-
7pm 

Jan. 1 
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7am-
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Dec. 26 
10am-
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10am-
9pm 

Dec. 27 

10am-
9pm 

Jan. 3 

"Available For Showers, Parties @ Business Luncheons" "Open Christmas Day" 
CMBELUSHO'OURLirE 

Chinese. Sushi & Mongolian Cusine 
Macy's, }C Penney, Sears, Kohl's & Over 80 Specialty Stores • 734-421-0291 

Located on the corner of Wayne & Warren Roads • www.westlandcenter.com 
0£rs ; . ' , 2 ;2 

5848 Sheldon Road in Canton 
Located on the NE corner of Ford and Sheldon 

In Walgreens Plaza 

Call for details 
- Must present coupon -

•(A3& .'(N.T cops-, with ar-t ofnor w ^ n , r . 
lires Deo. 31,2008 • Does not include Holic 

w/Free soft drink 
11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Mori. - Fri. 

I - Must presort) coupon -
.W not Qpolv wiif. -jr--. . / ! ,£ ' •;. juu.^r= 
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' Play moie, drive less. 
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- Casino' 
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ne jewelry 
plus, use the coupon below 

to save an extra 15% 

Now through Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2008 J 

EXTRA 15% OFF ! 
j fine jewelry 

Valid on one entire purchase; 
choose as many items as you like. 

ENTIRE STOCK OF JEWELRY 
NOW THROUGH WEDNESDAY 

C0015010KT6 
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other coupon 
or special offer. Coupon will not be available in stores. 
Coupon must be presented at time of purchase Duplicate 
:oipons will not be honored. Excludes Incredible Value 
merchandise, Bonis Buys. Door Busters. Fine Jewelry Super 
values, Fine Watches. Fine Jewelry special event merchandise. 
regular price merchandise, service departments, special orders 
and gift cards. Cannot be applied to previously purchased 
merchandise or mail/phone/internet orders. 

v̂  i 

WITH COUPON 
Sapphire and diamond ring. 
In 10K white gold. Reg. $750. 
sale $375. 

WITH COUPON 
1.0 c t t.w. baguette and 
round diamond ring. 
Reg. $3000, sale $1500. 

WITH COUPON 
Honora® chocolate 
freshwater peari ring. 
Reg. $245, safe 122.50. 

$544 
WITH COUPON 
Liberty Coin earrings 
Reg-$1600, sale $640 

SUPER VALUE 
$10 Liberty Coin pendant. 
Reg. $1600. Sorry, coupon not valid WITH COUPON 

Liberty Corn bracelet. 
Reg. $2750, sale $1100. 

For the store nearest you, visit us at bonton.com. 
Sale prices effective now through Wednesday, December 24,2008. Mo price adjustments for previously purchased clearance merchandise. 
Enlire Stock offers exclude Clearance and incredible Value meschandise Regular and original prices reflect offering prices in effect during the 90 
days before or afier this sale, but not necessarily during ihe past 30 days Savings may not be based on actual sales. Intermediate markdowns may 
have been taken Merchandise, style and color availability may vary by store Cl i A' = carat total weight. All diamond weights are approximate. 
Ail gold is 14K. unless otherwise indicated Saie excludes Bonus Buys. Fine Jewelry Super Values, Fine Jewelry special event merchandise, 
Moissanite Fine Jewelry Collodion and Fini Watches. [16178CJ 
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AROUND CANTON 

Library holiday closings 
The Canton Public Library 

will close Dec. 23 and 24, in 
observance of the Christmas 
holiday. The library will also 
close Dec. 31, and Jan. 1. For 
a full listing of the library's 
business hours, visit www. 
cantonpl.org or call (734) 397-
0999-

Rose Parade honor 
Leah Girard, a senior at 

Canton High School and 
three-year member of the 
Plymouth Canton Marching 
Band, has 
been selected 
by Bands of 
America for 
the national 
Honor Band 
in the 2009 
Tournament of 
Roses Parade. 
Girard was 
selected from 
among hundreds of applicants 
across the nation for member­
ship in this prestigious honors 
ensemble. . 

Girard, the daughter of 
Steve and Francine Girard, 
performed for band directors 
Marc Whitlock and Martin 
Montoya and color guard sec­
tion diretor Jennifer Leseth. 
She has studied dance for 
14 years at the Dancin' Feet , 
Studio of Canton, under the 
direction of Cheryl Reitz. 

The BOA Honor Band is a 
300-piece national ensemble 
with winds, percussion and a 
flag and dance team. George 
N. Parks, Director of the 
University of Massachusetts 

*-1 

Leah Girard 

Minuteman Marching Band, 
and an All-Star staff, will 
direct the band. Bands of 
America is a program of 
Music for All, one of the 
nation's largest and most 
influential organization's in 
support of active music-mak­
ing. 

Girard, a dance team mem­
ber, will spend a week in 
southern California, where 
she will have rehearsals, per­
formances at the Tournament 
of Roses Bandfest and 
Disneyland, special activities 
and a featured appearance 
in the world-famous parade. 
The Tournament of Roses 
Parade, "America's New Year's 
Celebration," will kick off at 8 
a.m. New Year's Day. 

Drop off tax payments 
Canton Treasurer Melissa 

McLaughlin says all tax pay­
ments placed in the admin­
istration building's drop box 
over New Year's Eye and New 
Year's Day will be posted 
effective Dec. 31. 

Government offices are 
closed for those two days, so 
there may be some residents 
who wish to utilize this post­
ing date when preparing their 
income taxes for 2008. 

Residents who would like a 
date-stamped receipt for their 
records should enclose a self-
addressed, stamped envelope 
in the payment envelope and 
the Treasurer's office will 
send out the receipt. The drop 
box is located next to the front 
door entrance of the Canton 
administration building, 1150 
S. Canton Center Road 

•'$» .Star 

Magic and 
illusion 
Magician Aaron Radatz (a 
former Dearborn resident) 
will be returning from las 
Vegas for two family-oriented 
performances of his award-
winning magic and illusion 
show at the Village Theater. 
Hailed by Time Magazine 
as "the magician to see," 
this one day event will take 
place on Dec. 27, with show 
times at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. For 
more information, visit www. 
aaronradatz.com. 

Call the Treasurer's office 
during business hours at (734) 
394-5130 or send an e-mail to 
mmclaughlin@canton-mi.org 
for more information. 

Toy exhibit 
The Canton Historical 

Museum will have a new 
exhibition called "Go Play! 

Toys from Different Times 
and Places" that will run 
through Feb. 27. The theme 
of the show is the diversity of 
objects children have used in 
playing across time and place. 
The goal is to engage chil­
dren, parents, and teachers in 
viewing and thinking about 
toys and playing-for adults, 
the visit can be a "walk down 
memory lane", encouraging 
adults to reminisce with other 
adults, and tell stories to chil­
dren. 

Call the museum at (734) 
397-0088 for museum hours 
and directions. 

Canton Newcomers 
meeting 

The Canton Newcomers 
next monthly meeting will 
take place at 7:15 p.m., Jan. 7 
at the Sunflower Clubhouse 
(45800 Hanford, west of 
Canton Center). The evening 
will include socializing, neigh­
bor introductions, sign tip's for 
more than 20 interest group 
activities (Playgroups, Bunco, 
Scrapbooking, Book Club, 
Men's Poker Night, Couples 
Social and more), and a raffle 
to benefit a local non-profit in 
need. 

Join the group for dinner 
and an engaging evening, 
which will include a special 
local speaker. And remem­
ber, you don't need to be 
new to Canton to join the 
Newcomers. 

For more information, or 
to receive a complementary 
copy of the group's newsletter, 
please visit www.cantonnew-
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8,2009 

6:00 P.M. 

PLEASE NOTE that the Zoning Board of Appeals will hold its 
Regular Meeting on Thursday, January 8,2009 commencing at 6:00 
p.m., to consider: 

• Application 1463, 13320 Karl DR: The applicant is 
requesting a variance in required distance between 
residential dwelling units; required distance is 16 feet, 
proposed distance is 12.7 feet, variance requested is 3.3 
feet. 

The meeting will be held at Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N. 
Haggerty Road in the Town Hall Meeting Room. 

For further information contact Plymouth Township Building 
Department 734 354-3210. 

Publish: December 21,2008 

comers.org or call Melanie at 
(734) 207-3341. 

Senior party fund­
raisers 

The PCEP Senior Party 
Committee is inviting diners 
to dine out for "a wonderful 
cause," supporting the senior 
party by dining out at one (or 
more) of the area restaurants 
which have agreed to donate 
20 percent of the purchases 
made during a specific time 
and date. 

Fund-raisers take place at 
the following restaurants on 
the following dates: 

Wednesday, Dec. 17, 
at Buffalo Wild Wings; 
Monday, Jan. 12 at Palermo's; 
Thursday, Feb. 12 at Caravel; 
Monday, April 6 at Palermo's; 
and Thursday, May'% also at 
Palermo's. All restaurants are 
on Ford Road in Canton. 

Detail information and a 
flyer is available at http://web. 
pccs.kl2.mi.us/pcep/pages/ 
classof/2009/senior-party09. 
htm (this flyer must be pre­
sented at time of purchase for 
us to receive 20% credit of 
your purchase). 

Visit the committee's blog 
at http://pcep09seniorparty. 
blogspot.com/ or its Web page 
at http://web.pccs.kl2.mi.us/ 
pcep/pages/classof/2009/ 
senior-party09.htm 

To volunteer or for ques­
tions, contact pcep-senior-
party@comcast.net. 

TCF Bank collecting food 
TCF Bank will be accept­

ing donated food to feed local 
needy families this winter. 
Through Dec. 31, all of TCF's 
branches in Michigan, includ­
ing Canton branches on Ford 
Road and Michigan Avenue, 
will serve as a collection site 
for non-perishable foods. Stop 
by any TCF branch to drop 
off your donation. Collected 
food will be donated to local 
food banks in early January. 
TCF Bank is open seven days. 
For the location of the nearest 
TCF branch, please visit www. 
tcfbank.com or call 1-800-
TCF-Bank (1-800-823-2263). 

Symphony luminary sale 
The Plymouth Symphony 

League is selling luminaria 
kits for the holiday season. 
Each kit consists of 10 white 

paper bags and 10 candles. 
Each kit is $5 and can be 
purchased until Dec. 24 at 
Gabriala's, Sideways, Saxton's 
and the Plymouth Symphony 
office at 470 Forest Place 
Suite 18. For more informa­
tion, visit www.plymouth.sym-
phony.org, 

High school artists 
wanted 

The Canton Public Library 
is looking for high school art­
ists to compete in its Martin 
Luther King, Jr. art competi­
tion. Submissions for this 
years theme "One Community. 
One Voice." as it relates to 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
the Canton community in art 
form will be accepted by Dec. 
23. 

Students may submit paint­
ings, drawings, collage, prints, 
mixed media, computer gen­
erated art or photography. 
All work must be original in 
concept, design and execution 
and the student's own work. 
The contest is open to high 
school students, grades 9-12. 
Students who are Canton 
residents or attend a public 
or private school located in 
Canton or within the bound­
aries of the Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools district 
are eligible to enter. 

Cash prizes, donated by 
the Friends of the Canton 
Public Library, in the amount 
of $200 for first place, $100 
for second place and $50 
for honorable mention, will 
be awarded. All submis­
sions will be displayed at the 
annual Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Celebration at the Village 
Theater on Jan. 19. 

For full details and entry 
information, visit www.can-
tonpl.org/ya/artcontest.pdf 
or contact the Canton Public 
Library at (734) 397-0999-

Health screening clinic 
Meijer Pharmacy, located on 

Ford Road at Canton Center, 
will be holding their monthly . 
health screening clinic on 
Tuesday, Dec. 23 from 8 
a.m.—noon. Cholesterol, 
diabetes, and liver func­
tion screening are available 
at a very affordable cost. 
Appointments are required. 
Contact the pharmacy for 
details at (734) 844-2733. 

Announcing! 
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J- NOW AT Arthur Murrav! 
FIRM UP FAST 

• Losing 
and so much 1 

ofWoddQw " 'n f iP iA / ' 1 • I M " * 

packed 
You'll love it and anyone cm do It 

TRIM DOWN NOW 
Core Rhythms is the revolutionary exercise concept 

that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your 
heart rate, while toning and tightening your 

entire core. You'll be swept away while 
getting a 360° total core workout. 

CALL TODAY 
Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready, 
exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios. 

Call today and schedule your first session. 

NO Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! NO Membership Fees! 
Pay only for the sessions you use! Call now to schedule your FREE introductory workout! 

Drop-Ins Welcome • Start Anytime 
Call For Class Schedules 

JnnrrmyY 

Experience tells us t h a t the best way t o help t h e most people is t o 
focus on the underlying causes of the most serious problems. Here in the 
Plymouth/Canton Community, we're focused on critical issues affecting senior 
citizens like health care, nutritional meals, transportation and assistance in times of 
crisis. 

It takes the whole community working together to reach our goals in these areas. 
So we bring together people from all across the community - people from industry 
and business, faith groups, non-profit, and people like you. If it requires fundraising, 
developing community partnerships, or just gett ing people to work together, that's 
what we do. 

Your United Way contribution goes to work bringing lasting change, right where 
you live. Because that's what matters. 

Plymouth Community United Way 
Investing In Our Community 
Your gift to Plymouth Community United 
Way mokes a positive difference in the 
lives of thousands of people in the 
Plymouth/Canton community. 

Thank you. Everybody Matters. 

734453-6879 www.p l ymou thun i t edway .o rg 
960 W. Ann A r b o r Trai l , Ste. 2, P lymouth , M l 48170 

Franchisee! Dance Studios 

42000 Six Mile Rd., Suite 250 
Northville 

(between Northville Rd. & Haggerty) 

248.349.1133 

1926 South Telegraph Rd. 
Bloomfield 

(next to Carl's Golfland) 

248.338.6390 
Thinking forward. Banking right. 

www.cfcu.org 
Locations: 

500 S. Harvey, Plymouth 
6355 N. Canton Center, Canton 

47463 Michigan Avenue, Canton 
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Music man 
Library staffer leads a musical life 

BY BRAD KADRICK 

OBSERVER STAFF WRiTER 

When Leo Papa was a child, 
his Italian parents wanted him 
to learn to play an instrument, 
so they got him an accordion. 

Papa long ago left the accor­
dion behind (although he still 
has it), but the love of music 
that came with it still reaches 
all the way down to his soul. 
It's what convinced him to 
start a production company, 
"Cybersong," while he lived in 
Texas (he still maintains the 
Web site at www.cybersong. 
com) and it's what sustains 
him now. 

"My mother had a great 
love of music," said Papa, also 
known in the music world as 
Levon Bus. "There was such 
an era of creativity in the 
late 1960s and early 1970s in 
music and pop culture. I got 
caught up in the folk music 
scene. Art is something that , 
really sustains people. It 
enriches us." 

It's been sustaining him 
now for years. Papa, who 
grew up in Allen Park and got 
a degree in education from 
Eastern Michigan University, 
spent a few years teaching 
in Wisconsin. From there he 
migrated to Texas, where he 
attended library school. 

While he lived in Michigan, 
he said, he "learned a lot" 
about folk music, blues and 
even country music. Texas, 
he said, was an "eye-opening 
experience." 

"Texas has its own brand 
of sort of folk and blues, with 
some Cajun music mixed in," 
said Papa, now the depart­
ment head for technology 
programs at the Canton Public 
Library. "I met a lot of fine 
musicians living in Texas." 

It's also where Papa started 
"Cybersong," a home-based 
recording business focused 
on using the Internet to blend 
technology and music, a Web • 
site that helped him empha­
size the digital recording of 
acoustic music. 

Papa recorded a few artists 
he says have done pretty well, 
including Russell Clepper, 
whose first CD was chosen as 
one of the top 12 of the year by 
a Texas music Web site. 

But after more than 20 
years in Texas, Papa returned 
to Michigan, where he hooked 
up with some Irish musicians, 
including one of his favorites, 
Terry Murphy, with whom 
Papa frequently plays (includ­
ing gigs Tuesday and Friday at 
Dick O'Dow's in Birmingham). 
In fact, Papa says, he's been 
playing with Murphy "a lot," 
and has helped produce two 

OH THE ROAD 
• Who: Leo Papa 
• What: Library worker by day, 
musician by night 

Music: Likes folk, blues, coun­
try; plays Irish music with his 
friend, Terry Murphy 
• When: Dick O'Dow's in 
Birmingham Dec. 23 and Dec. 
26; Paddy's Pub in Livonia Dec. 
31; Bailie Corcaigh in Corktown 
Jan. 3 
• Info: For more on Papa, see his 
Web site at www.cybersong.com 

Leo Papa, a department head for technology at the Canton Public Library, 
has built a career as a music producer and occasionally gets out to play on 
his own. 

« • * ? • -

Well-known Irish music musician Terry Murphy is a frequent playing partner 
for Leo Papa. 

CDs with him, but wants to 
make sure to draw the line of 
distinction between himself 
and Murphy. 

"Terry is one of the premier 
true, traditional Irish folk 
musicians in the area," said 
Papa, who noted Murphy . 
plays with two bands - The 
Goats and a trio called The 
Bowzies. "He is a student and 
historian of Celtic music, he's 
a great guitar player, great 
singer, great performer. Terry 

is involved in multiple bands 
and is a professional musician. 
I just go out and play." 

Papa is just being modest, 
according to his biggest fan, 
co-worker Kathie Gladden, 
who also works at the Canton 
Public Library. 

"First off, he's a pretty good 
guitar player," Gladden said of 
Papa, who has worked at the 
library five years. "He really 
feels his music; he even writes 
some of his own songs. Also, 

he's my friend and I respect 
both his and Terry's ability 
to get up in front of a group 
of strangers and make music, 
especially since I can't even 
read music Or talk in front of 
strangers. 

"I always enjoy myself when 
I see them play, because they 
create an atmosphere where 
you can just kick back and 
trust that what they are going 
to lay down is going to be 
quality stuff." 

Papa is currently working 
on what he lovingly calls his 
"lifelong project," a CD of his 
own that was supposed to be 
titled "Watershed," until coun­
try singer kd Lang came out 
with an album of that name. 
The CD is a mix of different 
types of American folk, blues 
and country, all original songs 
either Papa has written or 
were written by songwriter 
friends in Texas. 

Papa, a retired Texas edu­
cator, is also hoping to trans­
late what he knows about 
recording and music into a 
kids' program at the library 
dealing with music and tech­
nology. 

"I'd love to be able to con­
nect with kids who have an 
interest in music," Papa said. 
"I'd like to get a little more 
involved teaching kids again." 

Still and all, while music is 
a big part of Papa's life, it isn't 
the only - or even the most 
important - part. It's a portion 
of his life he likes to keep in 
perspective. 

"It is for me a secondary 
preoccupation," Papa said. "I 
get out (to play) as much as 
I can when I have time, and 
I've had the good fortune of 
playing with some really good 
musicians. (But) My job and 
my family come first. Over the 
course of 30 years, I've been 
able to do some great things. 
It has enriched my life, but it's 
not the sole focus." 

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 

(313) 222-8899 

PROGRAM 
FROM PAGE A1 

ticipating in the program, 
which is available to seniors 
age 55 and older and dis­
abled homeowners of all 
ages who fall within cer­
tain financial guidelines. 
Owners of manufactured 
homes are not eligible the 
service. 

"When we let people know 
(they were selected), they 
are ecstatic, but many of 
them ask, Are you sure I 
don't have to pay for this?'" 
VanDusen laughed, adding 
that despite her assurances 
that the work will be done 
for free, the next phone call 
often comes from a leery son 

NATIONWIDE 
Security 
Products 

or daughter. "I explain the 
program and they are very, 
very appreciative." 

All of the repairs will be 
done April 25. VanDusen 
said volunteers have 
installed new garage doors, 
entry ways and vinyl siding 
in the past. 

"We have easily worked 
on 15 homes in Canton," she 
said, adding that residents, 
especially those with skilled 
trades, are encouraged to 
volunteer for the program. 

Applications for the free 
repairs are available at the 
Township Administration 

Building and inside the 
senior center at Summit on 
the Park, 46000 Summit 
Parkway. 

For more information 
or to volunteer or donate, 
contact VanDusen at (734) 
394-5193 or pvandusen© 
canton-mi.org. 

Catch the bus to 

STOP 

Ann Arbor , 
Bay City 
Brighton 
Burton 
Clinton Township 
Clio 

Flint 
Jackson 
Lansing 
Livonia 
Pontiac 
Roseville' 
Saginaw 

St. Clair Shores 
Sterling Heights 
Troy 
Warren 
Westland 
Ypsilsnti 

For locations and reservations 
call Blue Lakes Charters Q Tours 

866-2-ROLLEM [866-276-5536] 

OPEN 
MQN.-SAl 

o.c 
SUN. 
97 

Mike's 
Maiillfieitjpllace 

YburMeafADe'i/ , V i 
Supermarket * •' A 

38000 Ann Arbor Rd. 
Livonia 

(734) 464-0330 

One Stop Home Improvement 
& Security Shop, Since 1947 

Vinyl 
ndows 
from 

$ 1 7 goo 
c&c 

Security Storm 
Door 

from 
$199 

C&C 

• Windows • Doors • Glass Block 
• Awnings • Sidinq • Gutters 

Layaway 
Available 

(Between 7 Mile & Grand River) 

19313 Beech Daly ' f w 
Mon.-Ri. Sal flva,,ab' 
9-5 p.m. 9-Noon 

313-538-6522 

Sale prices good til 
December 24th 

Closed Christinas Day 
Open Christmas Eve 9-6 

Merry Christmas 
from all of us 

at Mikes 
£m m m $W 

Tender Delicious 

STANDING $ 
RIB ROAST 

Fresh Ground Beef 

GROUND 
CHUCK 

Family Pack 

Fully Cooked Half 

DEARBORN 
CLASSIC HAM 

V * 31 40 Count 

COOKED $C49 6 
Sold as 2 lb. Bag for $12.98 

lb 

/ 

Boneless 

BEEF o 
TENDERLOIN 9 
ROAST 

' / 

Dearborn Fully Cooked -

SMOKED $ 
SAUSAGE v b 

5 lbs or More 

5 

3 

lb 

/ / 

Boneless Whole 

NEW YORK $ 9 9 9 
Sliced Free STRIPL0IN 3 

Boneless 

SIRLOIN 
TIP ROAST 

$949 3 lb <* 

Check our website for additional specials! M^es-maiketpIace.co^ 
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http://www.cybersong.com
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Pre-planning a funeral may save trouble for loved ones 
Dear Rick: My wife and I 
are in our early 70s and it 
seems we've been attending 
too many funerals of late. 
Friends told us they have 
pre-planned and pre-paid 
their funerals. It seems like 
a smart thing to do. Do you 
recommend it? 

There are two separate issues 
that need to be addressed. 
First, is whether you pre-plan 
your funeral. Second is whether 
you pre-pay? 

Most Americans don't plan 

their funerals, 
thus leaving it 
to loved ones 
to handle. 
Unfortunately, 
family and 
friends are in a 
very vulnerable 
position after 
a loved one's 
death. The 
result is many 
people spend 

too much money on funerals. 
They do not have the energy or 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

If you're thinking about pre-planning a funeral, some of the issues to consider are whether you will 
be buried or cremated and what type of casket you desire. A casket is where individuals can save a 
substantial amount of money. Most people purchase caskets directly through a funeral home where, 
in many cases, prices are artificially inflated. Caskets are high-profit items for funeral homes and it 
is not unheard of for them to mark up caskets 500 percent or more. Some funeral homes may tell you 
that you must purchase the casket through them, however, that is not the law. 

mindset to shop around, nor do 
they want to give the funeral 
director the impression that 
they are cheap. In addition, 
when you're grieving over the 

loss of a loved one it is hard to 
think dollars and cents. That is 
why it makes sense to pre-plan 
a funeral. * 

If you're thinking about 

pre-planning a funeral, some 
of the issues to consider are 
whether you will be buried 
or cremated and what type of 
casket you desire. A casket is 
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Don't miss out! Give gifts that give more. 

iHiy any phone 
*2&99 or higher 
m d g e t u p t o 3 

LG Voyager™ In t i tan ium 

S149.99 2-yr. price - $50 mail-in rebate 
debit card. Requires a Nationwide Calling 
Pian and new 2-yr. activation. 

$179 99 2 yr price - $50 mail-in rebate 
debit card Requires a Nationwide Catting 
Plan and new 2-yr, activation. 

$129.99 2-yr. price-SSO mail-in 
rebate debit card. Each with new 
2-yr. activation. 

$79.99 2-w. pr ice-$50 mainn 
rebate debit card. Each with 
new 2-yr. activation. 
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Add VZ Navigator5" Snap and send 
Download games, for directions. pics and video. 
Ringtones and more. 

Everyone wants America's Most Wireless Network. 

1.877.2BUY.VZW £1v.r: 24/7 verizonwireless.com $h©p extended Holiday store hours! 
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Oakland Mall 248-588-9507 
WARREN 

5745 Twelve Miie Rd, Heritage Village 586-578-0955 
WESTLAND 35105 Warren Rd. 734-7227330 

ALLEN PARK3128 Fairlane Dr. ^3-271-9255 * TAYLOR23495 Eureka Rd. 734-287-1770 
AUBURN HILLS Great Lakes Crossing Mall 248-253-1799 TROY 1913 E. Big Beaver Rd. 248-526-0040 
BRIGHTON 8159 Challis, Ste. C 810-225-4789 
CANTON 42447 Ford Rd. 734-844-0481 
CLINTON TOWNSHIP 
• ••• 17370 Hall Rd. 586-228-4977 
DEARBORN 24417 Ford Rd. 313-278-4491 * 

Fairlane Mail 313-441-0168 
DETROIT 14126 Woodward 313-869-7392 

300 Renaissance Cent?' 3' M 6 ^ 0 5 5 
FARMINGTON HILLS 

31011 Orchard Lake Rd. 2^8-538-9900 
FENTON 17245 Silver Pkwv. 810-629-2733 
FT.GRATIOT4129 24th Ave. 810-385-1231 
LAKE ORION 253? S. Lapeer Rd. 248-393-6800 
LIVONIA 29523 Plymouth Rd. 734-513-9077 
MONROE2I6; Mail Rd. 734-241-4099 
NORTHViLLE 2058C Haggerty Rd. 734-779-0148 
NOVI43025 12 Miie Rd. 248-305-6600 

Twelve Oaks Mall 248-735-3973 
PONTIAC/WATERFORD * 

454 Telegraoh Rd. 248-335-9900 
ROCHESTER HILLS 3035 S. Rochester Rd 248-853-0550 
ROYAL OAK 31941 Woodward Ave. 248-549-4177 
ST. CLAIR SHORES 26401 Harper Ave. 586-777-4010 
SOUTHFIELD 2S117Telegraph Rd. 248-358-3700 
STERLING HEIGHTS Lakeside Mall 586-997-6500 

•
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CANTON 
Cellular and More 734-404-0191, 
734-981-7440 

CLARKSTON 
CellularTechnologies 248-625-1201 

CLAWSON 
Communications USA 248-280-6390 

COMMERCE 
Cellular Source 248-360-9400 
Wireless Tomorrow 248-669-1200 

FARMINGTON HELLS 
Cellular City 248-848-8800 

FT. GRATIOT 
Wireless Solutions 810-385-3400 

GROSSEPOINTE 
Authorized Cellular 313-417-1000 

MACOMB 
Authorized Cellular 586-566-8555 

MONROE 
2B Mobile 734-240-0388 
Cellular Central 734-384-9691 
Herkimer Radio 734-242-0806 
Herkimer Too 734-384-7001 " 

MT CLEMENS 
Authorized Cellular 586-468-7300 

OXFORD 
Wireless Network 248-628-8400 

PLYMOUTH 
20/20 Communications 734-456-3200 
Wireless USA 734-414-9510 

ROSEVILLE 
Authorized Cellular 586-293-6664 

ROYALOAK 
Cellular Cellutions 248-582-1100 
Fusion Communications 248-549-7700 

SOUTHFIELD 
Wireless USA 248-395-2222 

SOUTH LYON 
.Cell.City 248-587-1100 

STERLING HEIGHTS 
Authorized Cellular 586-795-8610 
Wireless Network 586-997-1777 

TROY 
The Wireless Shop 248-458-1111 

UTICA 
Mobiie2Mobile Wireless 586-739-9977 

WARREN 
Wireless Network 586-573-7599 

WEST BLOOMFIELD 
Global Wireless 248-681-7200 

WIXOM 
Auto One 248-960-0500 . 

Activation fee/line: $35. 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line & other charges, Offers and coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere. Device capabilities: Add'l charges & conditions 
apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 weeks & expires in 12 months. Voyager is a trademark of Plantronics, Inc. used under license by Verizon Wireless, MONOPOLY,'",e & © 2008 Hasbro. All rights reserved. Limited-time offers. While supplies last Network details and coverage maps 
atverizonwireless.com, © 2008 Verizon Wireless. OBOY 

where individuals can save a 
substantial amount of money. 
Most people purchase caskets 
directly through a funeral 
home where, in many cases, 
prices are artificially inflated. 
Caskets are high-profit items 
for funeral homes and it is not 
unheard of for them to mark 
up caskets 500 percent or 
more. Some funeral homes may 
tell you that you must purchase 
the casket through them, 
however, that is not the law. 
Over 20 years ago, the Federal 
Trade Commission issued a 
ruling that required funeral 
homes to accept caskets other 
than their own. The ruling 
also required funeral homes to 
itemize charges. 

Pre-planning a funeral 
can save your loved ones 
aggravation and a substantial 
amount of money at a time 
when they can least afford 
it. I believe it makes sense to 
pre-plan a funeral. However, 
pre-planning is different than 
pre-paying. 

When it comes to pre-paying 
a funeral, issues to consider are 
what happens if you no longer 
live in the area, the funeral 
homes goes out of business, 
or you just change your mind 
regarding the funeral. If you 
decide to pre-pay your funeral 
check with the funeral home in 
regard to these issues. 

Death is a topic that no one 
likes to talk about. However, 
it is a fact of life and therefore 
we should not ignore problems 
that may arise when we are no 
longer here. That includes what 
to do with your funeral and 
have a good and current estate 
plan. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymai-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK1400 AM. 

Women To 

The next Women To Work 
Program presented by JVS 
starts with an information 
meeting on Thursday, Jan. 22, 
2009, at the Southfield office 
from 9-H a.m. The program 
starts on Tuesday, Jan. 2% and 
continues for five weeks, on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, end­
ing on Feb. 26. Hours are from 
9 a.m. to noon. 

"I've gotten such a 
good response," said Judy 
Richmond, employment spe­
cialist/Women To Work coor­
dinator, of past Observer & 
Eccentric coverage. She often 
gets her best candidates from 
the O&E, including the Livonia 
and Plymouth areas. Charter 
One Bank supports the pro­
gram. 

"We assist women who 
are interested in entering or 
re-entering the job market" 
Richmond said of the program, 
also available to men. Some 
participants have been out of 
the paid workforce, often for 
family responsibilities which 
can include caring for older 
parents." 

"It's for people who are able 
to begin a job immediately and 
can commit to that schedule 
of Tuesdays and Thursdays." 
Richmond-also meets with par­
ticipants individually during 
the program. 

For additional information 
on Women To Work, contact 
Judy Richmond at JVS, (248) 
233-4232. 

-By Julie Brown 

KNOW THE SCORE 

THINKING ABOUT. 
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• Affordable Pricing 
• 0% Financing Available 
• Extended Warranties 
• Quality Installation 

Our 34th Year! 
UNITED TEMPERATURE 
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Commission fails to override Ficano's veto on parks 
BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Wayne County 
Commission met Thursday 
for the last time this year, and 
failed to come up with enough 
votes to override Robert 
Ficano's veto of a parks funding 
ordinance that would have sent 
money back to local communi­
ties for local parks initiatives. 

Last week the county execu­
tive vetoed the commission's 
ordinance to distribute 25 
percent of what each com­
munity contributes to the 

county's parks millage. While 
some of the ordinance's sup­
porters vowed they would 
have the 10 votes to override 
Ficano's veto on Thursday, the 
ordinance was sent back to the 
commission's Ways & Means 
Committee for further delib­
eration. 

Alan Helmkamp, an assis­
tant to the county executive, 
said the commission made 
the right decision because the 
ordinance had legal problems 
and would have resulted in 
some major cuts to the parks 
department, which he said has 

improved dramatically as a 
result of the millage. 

"The concerns the county 
executive expressed about the 
legality and the policy prob­
lems obviously resonated with 
the commission," Helmkamp 
said. "By sending this back to 
committee was a way to avoid 
losing on the override vote." 

The parks millage was ini­
tially passed by Wayne County 
voters in 1996, and involves 
a levy of .25 mils, generating 
approximately $12.7 million 
per year. The millage was 
renewed in 2000 and again in 

2005. It expires at the end of 
2010. 

Under provisions stated in 
the ordinance, each Wayne 
County municipality that con­
tributes to the millage will 
receive 25 percent of the funds 
to improve parks and related 
facilities within the municipal­
ity. The other 75 percent will 
be allocated for improvement 
and operations at Hines Park, 
Elizabeth Park and other coun­
ty owned parks facilities. 

Commissioner Kevin 
McNamara (D-Canton), who 
is one of the sponsors of the 

ordinance, said the vote was 
not taken Thursday because 
Commissioner Ronaele 
Bowman (D-Westland) failed 
to show up at the meeting.- She 
had voted for it previously. 

Despite the fact that there is 
a new commission coming in 
next month, McNamara said 
there is still the possibility that 
the ordinance could emerge 
from the committee and be 
voted on sometime in January. 

"From what I understand, we 
have 45 days from the day the 
executive vetoed the measure 
(Dec. 12)," he said. 

"I'm very disappointed. I 
think it's the right time for this 
ordinance. It's good policy, and 
the right thing to do. As I've 
said, the only problem with 
expanding our parks system 
has been trying to maintain 
it. We should give this money 
back to local communities, and 
let them maintain their parks," 
McNamara said. 

Helmkamp said Ficano rec­
ognizes the plight of local com­
munities in these times, and he 
is committed to working with 
them and explore ways to part­
ner on recreation projects. 

CANTON CRIME REPORT 

causes disturbance Land Rover vandalized 
A Canton man, 22, has 

reported to police that the 
rear passenger-side tire of his 
1995 Land Rover was slashed 
either late Tuesday or during 
Wednesday's early morning 
hours. 

The man, who felt the effects 
of the damaged tire while on 
his way to work Wednesday, 
lives in an apartment on the 
8100 block of Nectar and said 
he had parked his vehicle in a 
space not designated to him 
because his spot was occupied. 
He was unsure whether that 
was related to the vandalism. 

Car break-in 
A thief got away with a wallet 

after shattering the passenger-
side window of a Ford Escape 
parked at Life Time Fitness 
Sunday. 

The owner of the vehicle, 
a 53-year-old man, had only 
been inside the Haggerty Road 
gym for about 20 minutes 
when he was alerted of the 
theft. He told Canton Police 
that as he was preparing to 
enter the building, he noticed a 
suspicious man in the parking 
lot and said he appeared to be 
watching him. 

By Tiffany L Parks 

Canton hires new poli 
Police were dispatched to the 

township's Assessor's Office 
Wednesday after a Canton man 
began questioning whether 
employees were ready for a riot. 

The man, 50, was angry 
about his taxes rising while his 
home value declined and told 
a township employee "there 
could be a riot" and "there are 
more people out here than back 
there." 

Before making his way to 
the Treasurer's Office, the man 
was also reported as saying 
"more unmanageable things 
could happen, like you see in 
the movies." 

An employee in the 
Treasurer's Office later told 
an officer that she was unsure 
whether the man was joking or 
serious when he asked if staff 
members were prepared for a 
riot and called her a fraud. 

The man was identified and 
contacted at his residence on 
the 42000 block of Oakland. 
He agreed to come to the police 
station where he told officers 
that he wasn't serious when he 
macle his prior statements. 

The man then told the 
officers that he participates 
in his block's neighborhood 
watch program and was on the 
department's side. 

The Canton Police 
Department recently hired 
three new officers to fill 
vacancies created by recent 
retirements. Justin Amaimo, 
Jesse Dunlap and Jason 
Singleton are the department's 
newest officers. 

Amaimo, 26, earned his 
Associate's Degree from 
Henry Ford Community 
College in 2004 and gradu­
ated from the Wayne County 
Regional Police Academy 
this year. Dunlap, 25, earned 
his Bachelor's Degree from 
Eastern Michigan University 
in 2006 and completed the 

Amaimo Dunlap 

Oakland Police Academy in 
2007- Singleton, 26, earned 
his Bachelor's Degree from 
Madonna University in 
2007 and is currently work­
ing toward his Master's 
Degree from the University 
of Cincinnati. He gradu­

ated from the 
Wayne County 
Regional Police 
* idemy this 

•r. 
loth 
taimo and 

Miigleton were 
Canton Public 
Safety Service 

Officers prior to complet­
ing the department's Career 
Development Program and 
receiving their promotions. 

All candidates for the 
Canton Police Department 
go through a vigorous test­
ing process that includes 

Singleton 
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Personal Shopping Assistance 

Score BIG this Year! E 

WAYNE COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 18, chapter IV, 
Act 283 of the Public Acts of 1909, as amended, seven or 
more freeholders have Petit ioned the County of Wayne to 
absolutely abandon and discontinue: 

All of that portion of the alley, 20 feet wide, as dedicated to the use 
of the public, abutting lots 821 through 852 and the Northerly 
portion of Lot 822, North of the Easterly extension of the South 
line of Lot 746 along the East line of said alley, also that portion 
abutting Lots 732 through 746 along the West line of said alley, 
inclusive, in MCINTYRE GARDENS SUBDIVISION NO. 1, lying 
South of Crescent Ave. (60 feet wide) and West of Morton-Taylor 
Rd., being a part of the SE 1/4 of Sec. 15, T.2 S., R.8 E., Canton 
Twp, Wayne Co., Michigan, recorded in Liber 61 of Plats on Page 
74, Wayne County Records. 

Therefore, it has been decided a Hearing be held on 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 04, 2009 at, 2:30 p.m., at Wayne 
County Department of Public Services, 415 Clifford Street, 
3rd Floor, Detroit, Michigan 48226, and that a Hearing 
Examiner of the County shall hold said hearing and obtain 
all necessary facts and information concerning the 
advisability of either granting or denying said Petition, and 
shall report all findings of fact to the Board of Wayne 
County Commissioners. 

True copies of this notice are to be served, posted and 
published in accordance with the provisions of said Act No. 
283 of 1909, as amended. 

WAYNE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES 
Real Estate, 3rd Floor 
Attention: Sandra M. Martin 
415 Clifford Street 
Detroit, Michigan 48226 
313.224.7772 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS AGENDA 

JANUARY 8,2009 

Notice is hereby given that there will rje a meeting of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2009 at 7:00 PM. The meeting will be 
held in the Board Room at the Township Administration Building 
located at 1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, Ml 48188. 
The following Agenda will be discussed: 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag 

Roll Call: Randy Blaylock, Jim Cisek, Craig Engel, Steve Johnson, 
VickiWelty 
Alternate: Dawn Zuber 

Acceptance of Agenda 

1. Don Conger, 1547 Walnut Ridge Circle, Canton, MI 48187, for 
residential property located at same address, east side of Lilley 
Road between Saltz and Ford Roads, appealing Buildings and 
Building Regulations Article V, Section 78-128(a), required fence 
permit. 

Zone R-5 Parcel 053 04 0113 000 (Building) 

2. Mark Mosed, 13506 Helen Street, Detroit, MI 48212, for 
commercial property located at 3933 Lotz Road (Super 8 Motel), 
east side of Lotz Road between Michigan and Van Born Roads, 
appealing Sign Ordinance Article 6A.00, Section 6A.06 
nonconforming signs. 

ZoneLI-2 Parcel 141 99 0027 715 (Building) 

3. JFK Investment Company L. L. C , 43252 Woodward Avenue, 
Suite 210, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302, for commercial property 
located at 42595 Ford Road (buybuy BABY), south side of Ford 
Road between Lilley and Morrison. Roads, appealing Sign 
Ordinances Article 6A.00, 

Section 6A.09.17 blade under-canopy signs, Article 6A.00, 
Section 6A.17 wall sign area scale, and Article 6A.00, Section 6A.25, 
legibility and design requirements. 

Zone C-2 Parcel 054 99 0001 701 (Building) 

Election of Officers for 2009 

Approval of the December l l , 2008 Minutes 

Written comments need to be submitted prior to 5:00 PM on the 
date of the hearing. All written comments must be sent to the 
Charter Township of Canton, Clerk's Office, 1150 S. Canton Center 
Rd., Canton, MI 48188. 

Publish December 21,2008 
OE0S637135,2x7 

written and physical agility-
tests, oral board, medical and 
psychological examinations 
and an extensive background 
check. To find out more about 
employment opportunities 
visit the department's Web site 
at www.cantonpublicsafety. 
org. 

CANTON CINEMA 
Ticket Kiosk & Tickets Online 

www.GOTI.cont 

THEATERS mumm 
DETROIT'S BEST 

MOVIE DEAL 
ALL LOUNGER SEATS ALL DIGITAL SOUND 

ALL STADIUM SEATING 

$4.25 to$4.75 
ALL SEATS 

EXCEPT ADULT EVENING 

CJL MOVIE "\ 
f GIFT CARDS 
III available at the tax office 1 AW thru Jen- 4 

"bonus $1.00 concession coupon 
for every $10.00 in gift cards/ 

Last shows Christmas Eve 
will.start no laterlhan 5pm. 

First shows on Christmas Day 
will start after 3pm. 

SHOWTIMES12/19 -12/24 QNopssses 

MET-THAIS LIVE 
SAT. 1,2/20 12:00 PM 

©YES MAN (PG-13) FRi-TUE 11:45, 2:10, 
4:30, 7:05, 9:30 FR1/SAT LS 11:50 
WED 11:45, 2:10, 4:30 
©THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
FRI-TUE 11:50, 2:00, 4:10, 6:45, 9;00 
FRI/SATLS 11:10 
WED11:50, 2:00, 4:10 
©THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 

(PG-13] FRI-TUE 12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:00, 9:20 
FRI/SATLS 11:40 
WED 12:00, 2:20, 4:40 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG-13) FRI-TUE 11:20, 
1:25. 3:30,5:35,7:40, 9:45 FRI/SAT LS 11:50 
WED 11:20,1:25, 3:30, 5:35 
AUSTRALIA (PG-13) FRI-TUE 6:25, 9:50 
TWILIGHT (PG-13) 

FRI-TUE 11:00,1:40,4:20, 6:55, 9:40 
WED 11:00,1:40,4:20 
BOLT DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (PG) 
FRI-TUE 12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:15, 9:25 
FRI/SATLS 11:35 
WED 12:30,2:45, 5:00 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA (PG) 
FRI, SUN-WED 11:15,1:30, 3:45 

.v¥\ 

SIDE NOTES 
An estimated 30-40 million 

Americans grind their teeth 
when they sleep. Not only does 
bruxlsm (tooth-grinding) raise a 
ruckus, it causes premature 
tooth wear, in addition to the 
biting surfaces of grinding molars 
wearing down, as one might 
expect, bruxism can also cause 
tooth loss on the sides of teeth, 
This bruxism-related loss of tooth 
material at gum level is caused 
by "abfraction," which involves 
flexing of tooth structure. As the 
affected teeth grind, the force 
creates tension on one side of 
the tooth and compression on 
the other, As a result, notches 
develop as enamel is lost. 
Addressing this restoration of the 
lost tooth material that bruxlsm 
caused. 

Bruxism isn't only a nighttime 
activity. Some tooth-grinders 
continue this damaging 
practice throughout the day, 
Whether you are in our office for 
bruxism or just for a simple 
cleaning, our personal, casual, 
and relaxed style In providing 
quaiity dental care will help put 
you at ease. We'll take the time 
to get to know your needs, 
answer your questions about the 
latest techniques and materials, 
and make sure that you are 
comfortable. Find out just how 
pleasant a visit to the dentist 
can be--call us at 734-453-9413. 
Complete family dental care is 
available at 496 W. Ann Arbor 
Trail, Ste. 201, Plymouth. 

P.S. Notches in teeth related 
to abfraction can be effectively 
restored with dental bonding. 

OE08636270 
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Here's $1000 off the purchase of < 
of our new VOZ hearing aids to help 

Discount of MSBP cannot be usea* in conjunction with any other offer. 
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In these difficult times, we're 
still your local news source 

The Observer recently visited the Canton Public Library 

What is your opinion on the auto bailout? 

Hugh Gallagher 

s this column is being written, 
President George W. Bush, the 

i decider, is deciding what kind of 
Christmas gift he's going to give Detroit's 

automakers. 
His press secretary 

keeps saying that help 
is definitely on the way 
as soon as the president 
works out the details, 
and he won't be rushed. 
Apparently the president 
only allows himself to 
be rushed by investment 
banking interests, who 
work out the details to 

their best advantage at a later date. 
These are hard times. Some say we 

are at the beginning of a deep recession. 
Others call it the worst economic collapse 
since the Great Depression of the 1930s. 
The more optimistic, as always, see oppor­
tunities where others see disaster. 

The domestic auto industry is certainly 
in deep trouble and trouble in that indus­
try means hard times for almost everyone 
in southeast Michigan. But another trou­
bled industry is newspapers. 

This past week, the Detroit Media 
Partnership announced a major upheaval 
in how business will be done at the Detroit 
FreePress and The Detroit News. The .Free 
Press will be home delivered on only three 
days a week, Thursday, Friday and Sunday, 
traditionally the days with the most adver­
tising. The Detroit News will be home 
delivered only on Thursdays and Fridays. 
The Free Press will continue to publish 
print newspapers seven days a week and 
the News will publish print newspapers six 
days a week for distribution at newsstands 
and stores. But five of those newspapers 
will be slimmed down, redesigned papers 

Our new accommodations are comfortable, but the move was a difficult economic 
necessity. We understand that it moves us from our suburban family of readers. But like 
the DMP newspapers, we are striving to meet the needs of our readers and our advertisers 
in these difficult times. 

for readers on the go. 
Both newspapers will put more empha­

sis into their online product. The Free 
Press is offering a digital newspaper, 
complete with advertising, coupons and 
traditional layout for subscribers while 
continuing to offer news on their www. 
freep.com Web site. 

Dave Hunke, Free Press publisher and 
Detroit Media Partnership chief executive 
officer, is one of those optimists who sees 
opportunity where others see disaster. 
Advertising is down, circulation is down, 
the cost of paper, ink and transportation 
is up. More and more readers, especially 
young readers, have drifted from the print 
product to the Internet. These are the 
realities. Hunke acknowledges that this is 
a gamble, of sorts, but so is doing nothing. 
Advertising revenue for the Web has been 
steadily rising, though it will be a while 
before it matches print revenues. 

The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers 
are not exempt from these challenges. The 
O&E and the Free Press are owned by the 
Gannett Corp., the nation's largest news­
paper company. Last week the editorial 
offices of the Observer Newspapers were 
relocated from our building in Livonia to 
the DMP building on Lafayette and Third 
in downtown Detroit. (Our customer ser­
vice and circulation are at our offices at 
41304 Concept Drive, Plymouth, advertis­
ing is at 44704 Helm St., Plymouth.) 

Our new accommodations are com­

fortable, but the move was a difficult 
economic necessity. We understand that 
it moves us from our suburban family of 
readers. But like the DMP newspapers, we 
are striving to meet the needs of our read­
ers and our advertisers in these difficult 
times. 

Our reporters and photographers will 
be out and about in our communities, 
filing stories daily to our Web site www. 
hometownlife.com and developing stories 
for our print product on Thursdays and 
Sundays. They'll have an office in Detroit, 
but they'll also have an office on the go 
in Livonia, Redford Township, Westland, 
Garden City, Plymouth, Plymouth 
Township, Canton Township, Farmington 
and Farmington Hills. 

We'll be there to cover the local news 
that our readers have come to depend on. 
We'll be there to cover local sports, from 
game coverage to personal profiles of 
our student athletes. We'll be there as an 
integral part of the communities we cover. 
All the other news media are beginning 
to brag about putting a new emphasis on 
local news. We have always been about 
local news and we always will be. 

We'll be in touch with you, stay in touch 
with us. 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the 
Observer Newspapers. He can be reached by phone 
at (313) 222-8730 or by e-mail at hgal1agher@home-
townlife.com. 

"I think the government should "It's necessary. I'm not sure 
them. I also think the it's perfect or the best but it' 

lia needs to refer to it as a necessary." 
loan instead Of a bailOUt." Carol Anderson of Canton 
Joan Dimaria of Canton 

Check us out on the Web every day 
at hometownlife.com 

"They should approve it. If not, "It's not (right) to give money 
there would be thousands of to one industry and not the 
people without jobs and not just other. I hope they give it to 
in Michigan." them because we are talking 
Terry Mesler of Canton about thousands and thousands 

of people." 
Michael Gordon of Farmington Hills 
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Brand-New Affordable 
Senior Apartments 

(55 years and over) 

Apply TODAY and receive 

Or Discounted Rent Spec ia ls 

a-

Reserve Your New Home Today! '. • 
i : M . ~ - I A : I _ U : I : X . . * " V 

Banquet & Conference Center 
In Livonia off the 1-96 Service Drive 

1/2 Mile West of Newburgh Rd. 

21st Annual 

Hor d'oeuvres from 7-8pm 
Premium Bar - Wine Served with Dinner 

Live entertainment with 
a variety of styles by 

- Dinner served at 8:00pm -
Salad - Filet Mignon & Chicken 

Specialty Dessert Table 
Afterglow at 12:05am with Pizza & Danish 

! icket prices held at $85 per p 

Limited Availability 
! 0 

- K ' 

All reserved seating • Must be 21 years or older 

Offer Expires 
12/31/2008 

BBSS " . g j k • 

Partnering with Marriott Courtyard 
with a Special Room Rate that also includes a 

FREE shuttle to & from the party! 

Heritage Place at Ridge Vallej % 

700 Napa Valley Drive 
Milford, MI 48381 

M-F 9am to 5pm ~ Sat-Sun 11am to 3pm 
www.kmgprestige.com/heritageplace 

I |)coming Event • Friday, January 23, 2009 @ 6:00pm 
16th Annual Stag Wild Game Benefit Dinner 

Recipients of Proceeds are: 
Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute 

St Mary Mercy Hospital-Our Lady of Hope Cancer Center 
\nge\a Hospice Home Care, Inc. • Botsford Cancer Center 

". mdard Bar (6 pm -11:30 pm) then Cash Bar (11:30 - 2:00 am) 
Wild game menu to include: 

- Hors d'oeuvres - Family Style Dinner at 7:30 pm -
- Wine served with dinner -

6 pm -10 pm - 50/50 Raffle - Silent Auction 
Live Auction - Crap Shoot - Gun Board - Raffle Drawings 

10 pm - 2 am Texas Hold Em 
Cash Payout! 

$70 per person. **This is a Stag event** 
Tickets can be purchased at Laurel Manor 

For further information call (734) 462-0770 


