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Holiday films can
lift your spirits

AG Cox: Save
our auto

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Five members of two
separate groups believed to
be responsible for at least
25 home invasions in the
tri-county area have been
arrested. )

The Western Wayne
County Criminal Response
Team, which includes mem-
bers of the Canton Police
Department, assisted in the
apprehensions. '

Members of both groups,
one of which was based in
Detroit and the other based
in Van Buren Township, are
believed to have targeted
numerous Canton homes.

“These are two different
crews with two distinet pat-
terns,” said Canton Sgt. Deb
Newsome, adding that two
members of the Detroit group,
a 31-vear-old man and 16-
year-old boy, were arrested
Monday inside a Farmington
Hills home.

The two, who were under
surveillance, had entered
a home near 13 Mile and
Orchard Lake roads by prying
open its back door.

Newsome said a female
nmember of the Detroit group,
which is believed to have
targeted up to five Canton
homes, could also face charg-
es for her suspected involve-
ment in prior home-invasions.
She is not in custody.

In addition to Farmington
Hills and Canton, the group is
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Police arrest five suspected in dozens of break-ins
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believed to have burglarized
homes in West Bloomfield
and Chesterfield Township.

“This goes back to the sum-
mer," Newsome said.

The Criminal Response
Team also aided the Van
Buren Police Department in
the arrest of three alleged
members of the Van Buren
group, which is believed to
have hit several homes in
southwest Canton,

The three are being held by
Van Buren police.

Follow-up investigations of
both groups led to the recov-
ery and identification of sto-
len property.

Newsome, who said author-
ities are still investigating the
incidents, éncouraged hom-
eowners to “look out for each
other and report all suspi-
cious activity immediately.”

“Residents are our eyes and
ears bécause we can’t be on
every street, every minute,”
she said. “You are not bother-~
ing us or wasting our time,

this is our job.” : :

Newsome also said home-
owners should read the “How
secure is your home?” guide -
on'www.cantonpublicsafety.
org. To access the guide, click
on the “Safety Tips” option
listed under “Quick Links.”

Police officials have not  §
released the names of the sus-
pects because they have not
been arraigned.

(134) 953-2170

School officials

expect more
snow days

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton school officials say peo-
ple shouldn't be surprised il the district uses
more of its five emergency days this winter
than in the past.

That possibility became more likely
because Wayne County, like the Michigan
Department of Transportation, is cutting

overtime for
snow plow and
salt truck driv-
ers this winter
to save money.
“They aren’t
-going to be
cleaning and

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

What do you think about the
state and county deciding to
cuf hack on paying overtime
for snow ploy and saft truck

drivers this winter?. - salting any-
E-mal your thoughts to thing but the
Editor Kurt Kuban at ;’ggﬁ;‘,‘,a;:i 4
kkuban@hometownlife.com, Superintendent
or posta commentoROUT  Craip Fiegel.
Yieb site at www.hometown- “That’s probably
fife.com, going to impact

our ability to

move buses and
put people out on the roads on inclement
weather days. I hate to call (cancel) school ...
but I think it’s going to be an issue for us.”

Deputy Superintendent Ken Jacobs said
the roads around Plymouth-Canton schools
won't be plowed or salted as much because of
the budget constraints.

“You won't see the same wet conditions the
county has typically provided us in thé past,”
said Jacobs. “There isn’t a shortage of salt ...
everybody has been held to last year’s alloca-
tion. They are cutting back substantially on
the amount of salt they put down, so you’'ll
notice a big difference.

“The only place you'll see wet are the free-
ways,” he said.

- “Their commitment — on roads like Ann "
Arbor Road - is to open them to the status
of a two-track during normal working hours.
When vou get into some of the tertiary
roads, it will be the same conditions but it
will be meore difficult for them to meet the
time lines.” ‘

Jacobs said the district has met with bus
drivers to notify them of the changes.

“Where we will feel it the most is on back-
to-back snowstorms,” Jacobs said,

“(Wayne County) is not going to use over-
time. Traffic around some of our schools will
be affected.”

thruscato@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2637

Who.nees reiner i

Santa arrived at the Canton Rotary Club's annual 'Pizza with Santa’ event via a helicopter Saturday at the Roman Forum
Restaurant on Ford Road. More than 100 children and their parents spent time with the jolly oid e!f. The event also featured lunch
and crafts for the kids. The Canton Rotary Cfub had special thanks for Gatto family and the Roman Forum Restaurant for hosting
the event, and Dave James and the Dave James Helicopter Service for flying Santa in for the event.
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BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVLR STAFF WRITER

Phil LaJoy will be sworn in
as township supervisor Friday.
“I have truly enjoyed being
a state representative,” said
LaJoy, who
opted to close .
outhis com- |
mitment to
the 21st state
House District
before tak-
. ing the reins
~of Canton’s
highest office.
“It has been
an honor and
1 have worked hard at it, but
Canton is my home and this /
is a great opportunity. I am
excited about it.”

With the House’s lame duck
session coming to a close this

Ladoy

New owners laugh off home's drug-related past

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When Nichole Pangburn
toured the Canton property she
would eventually call home in
early 2006, she and her hus-
band, Dan, noted an oddity of
the two-story residence.

*I said ‘Look, maybe
someone had a dark room’
because the basement windows

were covered with drywall,” she-

said.

The couple learned Sunday,
through a report in the Canton
Observer, that their Roundtable
Drive home is believed to be
among 20 properties through-
out metro Detroit previously
used for a major marijuana
operation. : .

According to a federal indict-,

ment, 22 people were involved
in the multi-year, multimillion
dollar drug ring, which once
included three other Canton
properties.

Group members, who were
allegedly led by Belleville man
Brian Osburn, have since vacat-
ed the homes in Canton and are
accused of staging mortgage
fraud schemes to purchase the
properties. '

. “My neighbors called and said
“You are not going to believe
this,” Pangburn said, empha-
sizing that her family had noth-
ing to do with Osburn’s alleged
operation and never met its
previcus occupant, Trevor
Osburn. “Sometimes, mail still
shows up for him.” - :

Lori Birman, who lives near
the Pangburns, said the couple

has put “a ton of work” into
their property and have been
good neighbors, |

“We are pleased to have new
families move to our neighbor-
hood and they have really taken
care of their home,” she said.

With several of their neigh-
bors voicing a distinction
between the new owners

and the former occupants,

Pangburn said she appreciates
the support.

“We chose this neighborhood
because we believed it would be
a lovely, friendly, and afford-
able place to raise our kids,”
she said. “We are (grateful) to
have such wonderful neigh-
bors.” '

tiparks@hometowntife.com
(734 §53-2170

evening, Lajoy, who is in his
third term, is expecting a full
day of activity.

“It's going to be a long day,”
he said, adding that the state’s .
Transportation Funding Task
Force, of which he is a member,
is in the process of finalizing
funding for county road proj-
ects.

As supervisor, LaJoy said he. .
is hoping for an easy transition ]
with department heads and the .
Township Board of Trustees, !

“We have got some challeng- , .
es ahead but as a manager, I '
have always believed in getting”
good: people and working with ;'
them and listening to them,” *
| he said. “It's not about whatI

want and it never will be — it’s’
about the residents of this com~
‘munity.”
Laloy willbe sworninat ¢
1:30 p.m. by Judge Mike Gerou’
in the board room of the town-.
ship administration building. -

tiparks@hometawnife.com | {734) 953-2170
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Clarification ’

The annual Women's
Resource Center Spaghetti
Dinner at Schoolcraft College
will be Tuesday, March 10. The
wine glow will be at 6 p.m.,,
dinner at 7 p.m. and the pro-
gram at 8 p.m.

Special Christmas service

¢ The Zion Hill Church will
host a Christmas celebration
service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday,
Dec. 21 at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill (Biltmore
Studio), 50400 Cherry Hill,
Canton. The church will be
giving back to the community
by presenting gift cards for
Wal-Mart & Big Lot stores. The
first 10 guests present at this
Sunday’s service will receive a

gift card valued at $25 (lim-
ited one card per family). They
also plan to give gifts to every
guest. .

For more information, visit

www.zionhillchurch:net or eall’

{248) 548-ZION,
Home Expo applications

Vendor applications to
participate in Canton’s 2009
Home Improvement Expo are
due Dec. 19. Space is filling up
fast so vendors are encouraged
to return their applications as
soon as possible.

The 2009 Home Expo will
be held March 7-8 at Canton’s
Summit on the Park, The Expo
is an opportunity for home
improvement businesses and
builders to promote their prod-
ucts by hosting a display booth.

| AROUND CANTON |

Applications are available on
.Canton’s Web site at www,
canton-mi.org/homeexpo.aspx
or by calling Canton’s Building
and Inspection Services
Division at (734) 394-5200.
All vendor applications must
be sent to 1150 Canton Center
Road, Canton, Michigan 48188
by Friday, Dec. 19.
Toy exhibit

The Canton Historical
Museumni will have a new exhi- .
bition called “Go Play! Toys
from Different Times and
Places” that will run through
Feb. 27. The theme of the
show is the diversity of objects
children have used in playing
across time and place. The goal
is to engage children, parents,
and teachers in viewing and
thinking about toys and play-
ing-for adults, the visit can be
a “walk down memory lane”,
encouraging adults to remi-
nisce with other adults, and tell
stories to children.

Call the museum at (734)
397-0088 for musenm hours
and directions.

Christmas in Action

Elderly or disabled hom-
eowners in Canton may apply
this month to receive free home
repairs from Christmas in
Action of Wayne County, Inc.
Volunteers for this non-profit
agency work to preserve and
revitalize houses in an effort to
assure that low-income elderly
and disabled homeowners live
in warmth, safety and inde-
pendence. This effort not only
provides safe and functional
homes for our seniors and dis-
abled, but improves our com-
munity as a whole,

Eligible applicants must live

in Canton and own a single
family home or condominium.
They must also be over the age
55 or disabled, need repairs

to the home, and be unable to
afford or perform the repairs
themselves.

" The event date for repairs to

be made is April 25. For more
information, please cohtact Pat
VanDusen at (734} 394-5193 -
or e-mail pvandusen@can-
ton-mi.org for an application.
Applications are also available
at the Senior Center at the
Summit on the Park, located

at 46000 Summit Parkway,

as well as the Township
Administration Building, locat-
ed at 1150 S. Canton Center
Road. Application deadline is
Wednesday, Dec. 31.

Toys for Tots event

Between noon and 5 p.m. on
Dec. 19 and 20, DC Document
Destruction, located at 749
Manufacturers Drive in
Westland, will shred up to 50
pounds of documents for a
donation of a new unwrapped
toy for the T1.S, Marine Reserve
Toys for Tots program.

'This free shredding and recy-
cling is available to both busi-
nesses and individuals. Please
help our area’s children in
these difficult economic times
by supporting this Toys For
Tots program while protecting
yourself against identity theft.

For more information
please contact DC Document
Destruction at (734) 394-1774
or on the Web at www.dede-
struct.com.

Canton Newcomers
meeting |

The Canton Newcomers

Tapouth G|

Rookie of the Year
Canton was recently awarded with the National Association of Town Watch’s
“Rookie of the Year” award for its outstanding first-year participation in the

25th Annual National Night Out. The

Canton Police Department held its first

annual National Night Out (NNO) on Aug. 5 for members of neighborhoods
and associations belonging to the department’s Community Watch program.
More than 600 residents attended the event, which included a family picnic-
style dinner, free raffle prizes, inflatable bouncers and a rock climbing wall
for kids. There were several displays including pofice car's and fire trucks, °
a caninie show, their Fire Safety House and child identification kits. “This

is actually a community award we share with Canton Leisure Services, the
Community Watch NNO Committee, and the members of the Community
Watch program,” said Community Refations Sqt. Debra Newsome (pictured
with the award). For more information about the program or next vear s'NNO
event, contact Newsome at (734) 394-5424.

next monthly meeting will
take placeat 7:15 p.m., Jan. 7
at the Sunflower Clubhouse
(45800 Hanford, west of
Canton Center). The evening
will include socializing, neigh-
bor introductions, sign ups for
more than 20 interest group

“activities (Playgroups, Bunco,
Scrapbooking, Book Club,
Men’s Poker Night, Couples
Social and more), and a raffle
to benefit a local non-profit in
need.

Join the group for dinner and

an engaging evening, which

- will include a special local

speaker. And remember, you

don’t need to be new to Canton

10 join the Newcomers,
For more information, or.to
receive a complementary copy

of the group’s newsletter, please

visit www.cantonnewcomers.
org or call Melanie at (734)

207-3341

Christmas Spectacular

Central City Dance Center
will stage its 5th annual
Christmas Spectacular later
this month at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill. There
will be five shows: 6 pm., Dec. .
18; 6 p.m., Dec. 19; 2 p.m. and
6 p.m., Dec. 20; and 4 p.m,,
Dec. 21, The cast will include
125 singers, dancers, and gym-
nasts from Canton and the sur-
rounding area.

Tickets are $20 and can
be purchased at Central City
Dance Centet, 8004 Sheldon
Center Road, Canton, For'more
information, call (734) 459-
0400 or vigit www.centralcity-
dance.com. ‘

Tickets are reserved seating’
and will not be sold the da.y of
the show.
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OLGC students help girl, visit local seniors

When seventh- and eighth-
grade students at Our Lady of
Good Counsel were presented
with the chance to help raise
money for a 4-year-old Taylor
girl with a rare disease, they
didn’t hesitate.

Students designed
Christmas cards they sold at
area stores, raising more than
$1,000 for Lindsay Ratcliffe,
who has progeria, a genetic
defect that accelerates aging,
which has affected only 46
children worldwide.

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

“Everybody was really independence Village in Plymouth resident Jean Cuthbert decorates a small
excited about helping,” said Christmas tree with eighth graders Dave Wilson of Canfon (center) and Steve
Veronica Zak, 12, a seventh- McAuliffe as part of the adopt the grandparent program.

grader at OLGC. “It feels good
even though we didn'’t know Ding, proudly, of her mother’s  to look outside themselves,

her, but now we know a lot allotment. appreciate what they have
about her.” Terry Zimmerman of but also do for others,” said
After designing the cards, Canton is the seventh-grade Zimmerman. “They jumped i
students formed an assem- teacher who read about on board.” Qur Lady of Good Counsel eighth graders Keity Valentini of Canton (left) and Lydia Plencner of Plymouth have a bite ff;
bly-line to make packs of 10 Lindsay this past summer. Michael Whalen, 12, of of Christmas cookie with Olga Soubly, resident at independence Village in Plymouth. ,j .
original cards and envelopes, She enlisted the help Canton, said the project was .
which were are being sold at of her students and those worthwhile. go alot of places, so T hope she  this week to Independence decorate cookies and other = ;
Gabriala’s and The Haven in of eighth-grade teacher “Because all the money goes  goes somewhere fun ... oruses  Village, a senior living -holiday activities. ]
downiown Plymouth, as well ~ Nancy Carapellotii, whose to her and she can do whatever the money to help with her complex in Plymouth
as Ann Tailoring - owned by ~ husband owns a printing com-  she wants with it,” Michael disease.” Township, to spend an after-  ibruscato®hometowniife.com
the mother of 12-year-old pany and helped defray the said. “I don’t think she gets to OLGC students also traveled noon with seniors helping {313} 222-2637 _ :
Cindy Ding of Canton. cost, ' B "
“She sold them all,” said “We need to teach children 8
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CDs, fixed annuities have pros, cons

his year has been brutal
for investors. Nearly every
investment — stocks or
bonds; international or domestic
— has suffered. When people
talk about risk, they are refer-
ring to the principal fluctuation
of their portfolio. Unfortunately,
principal fluctuation is just one
risk to consider. Investors also
need to be concerned with taxes
and the increased cost of living,
The idea behind a diversified
portfoho is
you're dividing
money into a
variety of dif-
| ferent areas
with different
rigks.

For investors

N M Bl who want a
Money Matters portion of their
fixed income
invested with-
" out any princi-

pal fluctuation,

there are two investments to
consider, CDs or fixed annuities.
Each has its pros and cons. The
key is to select the one that best
suits your situation.

It is important to understand
what a CD and a fixed annu-
ity are. In selecting the best
investment, it is important to
understand how the Invest-
ment works. Although, CDs and
annuities have a lot in common,
they are quite different.

Certificates of Deposits or
CDs are instruments issued by
a bank, CDs pay a fixed rate of
return for a set period of time.
For example, a five-year, 434
percent CD will pay 414 percent
interest each year for five years.

The interest that you earn on
your CD, whether you have .

the money reinvested or paid

to you, is taxable as ordinary
income. During the life of the
CD, you typically can withdraw
the interest on a periodic basis,
but if you need to remove prin-
cipal, there is a penalty. CDs are
insured up to $250,000 and
can be purchased in increments
from three months on.

Annuities are a more com-
plex. There are two main types
of annuities, fixed and variable.
‘There are many reasons to avoid
variable annuities. That said,
an investor who is looking for
safety should consider the fixed
annuity.

The fixed annuity comes in.
two different types, the tra-
ditional fixed and the equity
index. The fixed annuity is
similar to a CD because you get
a guaranteed rate of return for
a peried of time. Some annui-
ties will guarantee return for
one year and some as much as
five years or longer. Annuities
are generally purchased for five,
seven or 10 years. Annuities
grow tax deferred. Taxes are
only paid when meney is with-
drawn. Unlike CDs, if you
withdraw money or close out the
annuity before age 5934, in addi-
tion to the tax consequences,
there is a 10 percent penalty.
Annuities are insured up to
$100,000.

An equity-indexed annuity
also pays a guaranteed rate of
return — typically lower than
atraditional fixed annuity. The
major difference is how your
return is calculated. Oneissue

_ ters@hometownlife.com. For more

that senior citizens should take
into consideration is how their
Social Security is taxed. Income
from the CD is part of your
Social Security tax calculation
while income from an annuity
that is growing tax deferred is
not.

Whether you decide on an
annuity or a CD, the keyis to
make sure you buy the right
product.

Rick Bloom s a fee-oniy financial.
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can-submit questiens at moneymat-

information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You cap hear Rick noen fo 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM.
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Change provides

new oppor tllllltv
Moving to a new home can be exciting. A new place,

a new view, new things to do. It alsc can be sad, saying

goodbye to familiar surroundings, familiar faces.
Those of us who work for the Observer Newspapers

have ridden a roller coaster of emotions these past few
weeks as we've packed up our belongings and sorted

through files filled with clippings and photographs’

datm%back in some cases, more than 30 years. It has
ard to determine what’s important and what
isn’t. What if we left the wrong things behind. We hope
we've made wise choices.

Qur last day came Friday as we shut down our
computers for the last time in the Livonia office. On
Monday, we unpacked what .
we had deemed too impor- OUF base of operations

tant to leave behind and set has moved, but we
i 1i d to o
about getting acclimated to oo, oy in the Canton

our new offices in downtown . -
Detroit. cnmmumtv, pl‘ﬂ\ﬂdﬂlﬂ

After 37 years of serv-
ing as the headquarters for the same news coverage

the Observer & Eccentric YOU'VEcOM to expect
Newspapers, the building is of the Observer. Our

closed. But its closing has ; .
opened up new opportunities commitment to pI'OWdB

for the staff of the Canton the best coverage of the
Observer. Technology allows tﬂWﬂShip, the schools and

us to remain close to you, our ' . g
readers. residents remains firmly

Our base of operations has jp place,
moved, but we are still in the
Canton community, provid-
ing the same news coverage you've come to expect of
the Observer. Our commitment to provide the best
coverage of the township, the schools and residents
remains firmly in place.

- The change will be in how we do that. Thanks to
technology, we are now mobile journalists. Armed with
laptop computers, we will be working in and around
Canton. We have not lost sight of our mission. We will
continue to cover the suburbs the way the dailies cover

the city.
* Snail mail, phone calls and faxes call for a change ‘

in address a.nd phone numbers; but we're still just an
electronic click away by e-mail. How you reach us is
your choice, but rest assured, we will respond. We can’t
and won't forget our roots.

A lot has changed with newspapers in the past 30
years. Computers have replaced typewriters, and the
Web has become another platform for getting the
news 1o you. You can find the Canton Observer at news
stands or have home delivery, but you can also find us
on the Internet at www.hometownlife.com.

Whatever is your choice, take time to find out what’s
happening in your community by reading your home-
town newspaper, the Canton Observer.

Hometowns offer uhique

shopping opportunities

Communication is important in any relatlonshlp,
but when that dialogue box that says “system is not
responding” appears on your computer screen, words
can’t express your feelings as that great deal you snagged
onliné disappears.

There are better ways to shop for the holidays, and have
fun while you do so.

Wandering through local downtowns, like in
Farmington, Rochester, Birmingham and Plymouth,
lends opportunities for unique gifts from specialty shops
that just aven'’t carried online. Those shops also offer a
chance to chat with the owner and learn why she thinks
her products are special.

Hence, you carry a tale along with a gift to grandma’s
house.

Area shopping malls, such as Somerset, Northland, the
Qakland Mall and Laurel Park Flace, also offer a wide
selection of gifts that you can see, feel and measure to
make sure they’re just right for that special someone.

Besides the merchandise, there are other benefits to
shopping locally. You might meet a friend for a coffee
break and drop a coin or greenback in the Salvation
Army's keitles.

There are decorations galore to ogle that, for many of
us, just can’t be duplicated at home. And occasionally,
local choir groups perform holiday music — and a chance
for you to catch your breath.

Speaking of breath, local merchants are holding theirs
in hope of a decent shopping season.. By shopping locally,
you'll breathe life into the economy, as well as the vitality
of your hometown.

So talk it up, and ask a neighbor to join you fora dayon

the town — your hometown.

Observer

w)emlm_

Kurt Kuban | Susan Rosiek Jeannie Parent
Community Editor | Executive Editor | Senior Director of
' Sales & Marketing

Hugh Gallagher
Managing Editor

Richard Aginian — Publisher Emeritus

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
_readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
to the business success of our customers.
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Sick of Congress

1 am sick and tired of the pompous
posturing by our politicians regarding
a “bailout” for the automotive indus-
try. For heaven’s sake, they are asking
for aloan, not a gift.

OK, the antomotive companies are
not perfect (and let’s not even talk
about the unions), but as businesses .
their job is to make profits for their
shareholders. The way to do that is to
build what people want to buy. If peo-
ple want to buy gas guzzlers because

- gas is cheap, how is that the compa-
nies’ fault? If gas prices become totally

unpredictable, to the point where no
one knows what type of cars people
will want toreorrow, who is to blame .
for that?

It is the task of government to modi-
fy behavior by legislation and taxation.

If gas was too cheap — which it has
been for decades — our leaders should
have acted to gradually increase the
price to the point where people would
demand more fuel-efficient cars, as
they have in Europe.

And what about the billions upon
billions that have been squandered
in Iraq by our Criminal-in-Chief,
aided and abetted by his lapdogs in
Congress (with the lone exception of
the one true hero in politics, Dennis
Kucinich)? That is OUR money.
Why does no one even talk about the
incredible fraud perpetrated by Bush
and his cronies that has impoverished
us all?

It is the ultimate irony for politi-
cians to lecture us about how to run
a business. Compare the state of this
country now with where it was eight
years ago. Is General Motors respon-
sible for that, too?

Rachel McCormack
Canton

Band director shines

I am writing this letter to high-
light the accomplishments of Martin
Montoya, band director for the
Plymouth-Canton Marching Band. As
you may know, the Plymouth-Canton
Educaticnal Park Marching Band
recently competed in Indianapolis at
the Bands of America Grand National
championship. The chance to compete
on a national stage can be intimidat-
ing to many. But, our marching band
once again achieved the distinction
of being one of only 12 grand national
finalist bands to perform in finals and
finished 11th in the country.

This is quite an accomplishment
of which we are all very proud. But it
wasn't exactly a smooth road along the
way. Earlier this year, when PCMB’s .
former director stepped down, Martin
was handed the reins of the entire
marching band program, together
with two of the four curricular band
ensembles, on an “interim” basis while
the district searched for a permanent
director. Martin’s prior experience
with the program had only been on
a more limited basis and, although
this program has encountered change

LETTERS

before, the timing was a bit challeng-
ing as he had already committed to
working during most of the summer
with Carolina Crown, a Drum Corps
International program.

No worries. Martin guickly assem-
bled a team of clinicians who worked
with the kids during the summer. He,
himself, came back for the weeklong -
mini-camps in June and July and,
upon his permanent return in August,
he turned up the intensity level. In my
five years of association with this pro-
gram, 1 have never seen anyone work
as hard as Martin in pouring so much
into the program and the kids. On tap
of that, he executed his duties toward
the curricular programs with just as
much energy and commitment. As is
always the case, the marching band
show evolved throughout the season
with changes and modifications to
tweak it here and there. Through it all,
he kept driving the kids and believing
in them even when, at times, it was
difficult to do so.

"While many made the trip to
Indianapolis with relative uncertainty,
Martin never lost faith in the capa-
bilities of the group and kept pushing
them to exceed their performance

. potential. He had them ready and they
_performed their hearts out in pre-

liminary and semifinal performances
and later at finals, He accomplished
in just a matter of a few months what
most programs and directors have an’
entire year to do. But, more than that,
Martin provided for our kids lessons
that they can take with them wherever
life Jeads them: Stick with your team
even when it may be easier to guit;
Stay focused on a goal that is worth
achieving; and, never give up.

I have had the opportunity to work
closely with this young band director
this year and have seen him represent
this program, this district and this
community with utmost integrity and
class. He is very talented, hard-work-
ing and committed. You would never
know he is just the “interim guy.” I am
optimistic the district administration
recognizes his capabilities and wil}
choose to do the right thing by mak-
ing him a permanent fixture here at

Plymouth-Canton. .
Scott Ragiand
president, Plymouth-Canton Music
Boosters
Canton

Board's decision is bafffing .

I don't understand the school
board’s opposition to just having even
year elections in November. Why
would they object to saving the school
district money? In a time where we are
all trying to find ways to save, why do
they insist on this? I also dont under-
stand the comment about it becoming
political. Am I wrong in thinking that
those that run don’t run under any
political party? How would politics
influence the outcome?

Mefanie Leeson

Canton

Thanks for story

Thank you for the splend{d article in
the Observer (“Taking Flight,” Sunday,
Nov. 238), about the World War I fight-

* er planes,

Staff writer Kurt Kuban did a great
job of sorting out all the comments -
and presenting them in & concise and
interesting manner. The photographer
(Bill Bresler) captured great photos of
the working group and airplanes. He
certainly made me look good. -

. Several others have covered our con:
structmn progress, but your presenta-
tion is by far the best.

Thanks again.

Ray Wali
.- Plymouth

Rouge story informative

Kurt Kuban’s article on the Rouge
River (“Salmon, trout prove Rouge
no longer on brink of death,” Nov. 16)

-was very informative and refreshing

to read. It was great to hear about the
positive strides taking place in the -
Rouge River, which runs through so
many communities in Qakland and -
Wayne counties.

The Friends of the Rouge, Whlch
you mentioned in your article, has
a significant impact on educating
the public on the health of the river,
Through their educational programs
and volunteer opportunities (over
one thousand people} they provide an
ongoing positive contribution to the
ecological health of the Rouge River
watershed.

There is so much work yet to be
accomplished throughout the Rouge
River. Yet, as you point out, the Rouge
is coming back to life. Volunteering
at the annual Friends of the Rouge’s
Rouge Rescue event is one way, we as
citizens, can take care of our river, |
Check out www.therouge.org for more
information.

Thanks for the article and dynamic
photos.

Laraine Mogifl Deutsch
member, Friends of the Rouge
Farmington Hills

| SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification.We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space

4 and content.

Mail:

Letters to the editor

Canton Observer

615 W. Lafayette, Second Level
Detroit, M 48226

Fax:

{313) 223-4650

E-mail:
kkuban@hometowniife.com

QUOTABLE

“Obviousty they dld well for a number of years, but this is a sign of the times. Times being what they are,
consumers are hanging on to what money they have.”

- L.a-Z-Boy attorney Jerry Ellis, discussing why the furniture retaller is closing its seven metro Detr0|t stores
including the one in Canton on Ford Reoad
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