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BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Plymouth-Canton Schools 
Board of Education voted Tuesday 
night to move its odd-year May 
school board elections to every 
November. 

As a result, the May 2009 election 
is now scheduled for November 2009. 

Plymouth-Canton had been split­
ting the $100,000 cost of an odd-
year May election with Schoolcraft 
College. However, Schoolcraft trust­
ees recently voted to move to even-
year November elections to reduce 
their cost to zero. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
Should the school district have 
switched to even-year November elec­
tions in order to save more money? E-
mail your thoughts to editor Kurt Kuban 
at kkuban@hometownlife.com 

Under the new timetable, trustees 
said elections in oddrnumbered years 
will cost Plymouth-Canton $84,000 
per election as it shares costs with the 
city of Plymouth. On even-numbered 
years, the district won't have to pay 
any election-associated costs because 

the five municipalities within the dis­
trict's boundaries will already have a 
national election ballot. 

Trustees approved the motion 
on a 6-1 vote, passing on an option 
to hold elections only on even-year 
Novembers which would have cost 
them nothing. 

"I'm a little shocked," said Trustee 
Dianne Gonzalez, the lone dissenting 
vote. "It's still a huge expense on the 
district, and it's only saving a small 
amount of money in changing to 
every November. The only true sav­
ings to the district and to the budget 
and to the students of this district is 
to do it even-November." 

Trustee Nancy Eggenberger said 
she didn't want to wait until 2010 to 
hold the next school board election. 

"If we choose to do (even-
November) right now we're putting 
2'/a years onto people's terms, and I 
think that's unfair to the commu­
nity," said Eggenberger. "We need 
to give them the opportunity to vote 
on school board members." 

The four seats up for re-elec­
tion in November next year are 
those currently held by President 
Judy Mardigian, Barry Simescu, 
Tom Wysocki and John Jackson. 
Jackson, who was appointed to 
the seat vacated by Mark Slavens 

in 2007, is slated to seek re-elec­
tion on the next scheduled election 
date, which now has been pushed to 
November 2009. 

Trustee Steven Sneideman said 
he's concerned the even-November 
elections in the cycle will become 
political. 

"Holding even-year November 
elections will encourage political 
parties to influence our elections," 
said Sneideman. "When they're the 
ones that are in Lansing deciding 
how much money we get every year, I 
think that's a recipe for disaster." 

tbruscato@hometowniife.com I (734) 953-2172 
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A carriage ride through the snow 
Carriage rides were just some of the activities available during Stiop^Canton's third annual Family Holiday Fest on Saturday, which attracted more 
than 4,000 people. Most of the activities took place at the Willow Creek Plaza at Lilley and Ford. 'It was a fun, family outing for everyone that 
participated,' said Canton DDA Director Kathleen Salla. 'People were festive and they were happy to be milling about.' The festivities also included 
games and entertainment, but the biggest hit was an appearance by Santa Claus. 'It was very exciting when he arrived,' Salla said. 

Company specializes in lighting up the season 
Pros bring light, 
life to season 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Whenever 3-year-old 
Alexis Hack passes a home 
or business with twinkling 
lights, it's a guarantee that 
she will attribute the sparkly 
designs to her father. 

"She's a riot," said Bill 
Hack, owner of Christmas 
Decor and Bill's Outdoor 
Care, with a laugh. "She 
thinks we do everyone's 
home." 

Hack, who started his 
lawn care business at age 12 
and still has two of his origi­
nal customers 18 years later, 
bought a local branch of 

the Texas-based Christmas 
Decor company eight years 
ago. 

"I learned about it at a 
trade show in Chicago and 
it took me about a year to 
decide to do it," he said. "It 
was a big investment, but it's 
been well worth it." 

During his first year with 
the company, Hack nabbed 
a contract to decorate 25 
fast food restaurants. Since 
that time, he has averaged a 
95-percent retention rate for 
returned customers. 

"This has filled a big void 
between the seasons for us," 
Hack said. "When I first 
started thinking about this, 
I asked myself'Would people 
actually pay for this?' and 
you know what, they do." 

Touted on its national Web 
site, www.ChristmasDecor. 

CHRISTMAS DECOR S BILLS OUTDOOR CARE 
Owner: Bill Hack 
Web site: www.ChristmasDeconnet 
Address: 1421 Heritage Drive, Canton 
Telephone: (734} 397-8219 

net, as the nation's largest 
professional holiday deco­
rating firm, the company 
specializes in transforming 
homes and businesses into 
winter wonderlands. 

"We do everything for 
you," said Hack, noting that 
the company provides lights, 
supplies, any decorations 
and maintenance. "A lot of 
people choose us because 
they are either afraid of 
heights, can't get the lights 
to look the way they want or 
are too busy to do it them­
selves." 

The Real Life Farm on 
Geddes Road and The 
Showroom of Elegance on 
Canton Center Road are 
among Hack's favorite places 
to decorate. 

"This is our third or fourth 
year going with (Hack) and 
before that, we were doing it 
ourselves but it wasn't nearly 
as nice because we weren't 
climbing on the roof," said 
Linda Robin, Showroom of 
Elegance owner. "We try to 
support local businesses as 
much as we can and he does 
good work." 

J." .»• 

Final board meeting gets emotional 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Tuesday night marked Tom 
Yack's last evening at the helm 
of township government. 

Yack, Canton's longest serv­
ing supervisor, was honored 
at Tuesday's Township Board 
meeting by state Sen. Bruce 
Patterson and state Rep. Phil 
LaJoy, who will take over for 
Yack next week. 

Patterson, who teared up 
while speaking of Yack's accom­
plishments, said the township 
has evolved since his family 
moved to the community 32 
years ago and credited Yack for 
its positive growth. 

"When my wife and I moved 
here, Canton was a different 
place. It was not a bad place, but 
a different place," he said, before 
offering thanks to Yack for his 
service to the area. "I'm very 
pleased to call Canton my home 
and I feel honored to be in the 
community." 

Patterson then had LaJoy 
read a resolution honoring Yack. 

Yack 

The resolu­
tion called Yack, 
elected supervi­
sor in 1988, a 
"truevisionarj^ 
and said he 
has moved the 
township for­
ward. 

The resolu­
tion, signed by 

Patterson, also offered Yack well 
wishes for the future and called 
for the days ahead to be "filled 
with pleasurable pursuits." 

Yack, who playfully asked 
Patterson not to become senti­
mental for fear that he would 
respond in kind, then thanked 
Patterson and LaJoy for their 
commitment to Canton. 

The township ushered in a 
commercial and upscale hous­
ing boom, created the Pheasant 
Run golf course commu­
nity, built Summit on the Park, 
revamped Cherry Hill Village 
and breathed new commercial 
life into Michigan Avenue. 

tlparks@hometownlife.com j (734) 953-2170* 

Bill Hack bought a local branch of the Texas-based Christmas Decor company 
eight years ago. 

Hack, who is still accept­
ing order for this holiday 
seasqn, is able to customize 
packages but said average 
prices range from $500 up 
to several thousand. 

"Even with this economy, 
a lot of niy customers have 

told me that the lights make 
them feel good," he said. 
"They make the'kids happy 
and have become a bright 
spot for families." 

tlparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2170 
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Officials baffled by decision not 
a 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Michigan Department 
of Transportation said some­
thing had to give this winter 
and has decided it will be a 
possible reduction in overtime 
for plowing and salting certain 
stretches of roadway. 

"We are not saying that we 
are not going to be plowing 
and salting, we are adjusting 
operations because revenue 
keeps declining but the cost 

of operations keeps rising," 
said MDOT spokesperson Rob 
Morosi. 

Morosi said roads that fall 
under the state's responsibil­
ity, such as Ford Road and 
Michigan Avenue, are slotted 
in two categories, orange and 
blue. 

During the instance of a 
blizzard, all roads would be 
treated equally, but during 
lighter snowfalls, orange roads 
will be plowed and salted to. 
the bare pavement regardless 

of the possibility of overtime. 
Blue roads would be plowed 
and salted once and after that, 
Morosi said operators would 
make a "judgement call" on 
whether to go over the road a 
second time. 

"We are hoping to curtail, 
to a reasonable amount, the 
extent of overtime," he said. 

While Michigan Avenue is in 
the orange-road bracket, Ford 
Road, west of 1-275, is in the 
blue category. 

At Tuesday's Township 
Board meeting, Canton offi­
cials expressed disbelief at 
Ford Road's designation. 

"We are not rural America 
anymore," said Treasurer 

Admitted to West Point 

Melissa McLaughlin. "We are 
the 11th largest community in 
Michigan." 

Retired Township 
Supervisor Tom Yack agreed 
and called the designation 
"pretty illogical." 

Morosi said the orange and 
blue categories were based on 
traffic volume, but insisted 
that blue roads will be safe for 
motorists. 

"We are not putting the 
public at peril," he said. "The 
roads are not going to go unat­
tended." 

tlparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2170 
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Connor P. McKinney, a senior at Plymouth High School, 
has received a Presidential Appointment to the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, NY. This distinctive accom­

plishment is awarded only to outstanding stu­
dents deserving an offer of admission based on 
top grades, test scores, athletics, extracurricular 
activities, community service and leadership 
potential. 

The West Point education is a full scholarship 
covering tuition, room and board and a monthly 
stipend to each cadet for other expenses. After 
graduation, cadets serve on active duty for five 
years as a junior officer. 

Connor is the son of Blaine and Becky 
McKinney of Canton. Cadet McKinney will be in 
the USMA Class of 2013. 

McKinney 

CORRECTION 

The story that ran in Sunday's Observer about the Wayne 
County Commission passing a new ordinance that will transfer 
some of the county's parks millage back to local communities, 
indicated that the four commissioners who voted against the . 
measure were from Detroit, which is incorrect. Commissioner 
Joseph Palamara represents several Downriver communities, 
and Commissioner Ilona Varga's district includes Lincoln Park, 
as well as a portion of Detroit. 

• • • M 
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OAKWOOD DOCTORS DELIVER PERSONALIZED 

CARE AT EVERY STAGE OF YOUR LIFE. 

Oakwood primary care doctors take the time to listen to you like members of your own family. To fit 

your busy lifestyle, our health care centers and hospitals are conveniently located close to your 

home. We deliver exceptional family medicine, internal medicine, obstetrical care and pediatric care 

with compassionate doctors in a comfortable setting. We work closely with Oakwood-affiliated 

specialists to ensure that all of your health care needs are met. Visit oakwood.org for more information. 

At Oakwood, we specialize in caring for you. 

OakwoocT 
We specialize. In you!" 

OHC-Bellevllle ..,.734.697.9065 OHC-Dearborn Mercury Dr. ...313.982.4351 Oakwood Dearborn Pediatrics 313.593.7240 

OHC-Brownstown 734.362.9011 OHC-Lincoln Park ......313.294.1515 Oakwood Dearborn OB-GYN Assoc... 313.593.5810 

OHC-Canton ......734.454.8001 OHC-Newport.... 734.586.9120 Oakwood Dearborn Women's Health. 313.982.5430 

OHC-Garden City ....734.762.3600 OHC-Southgate 734.246.8100 

OHC-Dearborn Hubbard Dr. ...313.271.3801 OHC-Westland 734.727.1000 

FREE DES 
*with all qualifyirt 

OWE CONSTRUCTION 
project qualifies - 734-737-0500 
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Canton Observer offices move 
from Livonia location Friday 

Beginning Friday, Dec. 12, readers 
who wish to purchase back copies of 
the Canton Observer can do so at our 
circulation office at 41304 Concept 
Drive in Plymouth Township, {see 
related map). 

Customers can also place a clas­
sified ad and order photo and page 
reprints at the new office located in 
the Metro Plymouth Business Park off 
Haggerty Road between Schoolcraft 
and Plymouth roads. 

The Observer office at 36251 
Schoolcraft Road in Livonia is now 
closed. 

Customer service representatives 
are available on site weekdays from 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and until 6 p.m. 
on Thursdays in the new Plymouth 
Township office. 

Customers can also call toll free 
(866) 887-2737 for delivery service and 
information regarding photos reprints 
weekdays and Sunday from 8:30 a.m. 
to noon or visit us anytime online at 
www.hometownlife.com, (click on cus­
tomer service at the top of homepage). 

Readers can also use www.home-
townl\fe.com to contact any member 
of the editorial staff, send a letter to 
the editor, community calendar item, 
photograph or press release. 

Fax a letter to the editor, press release or item 
for the community calendar to (313) 223-3318. 

The Observer also maintains a local retail 
advertising office in Plymouth Township. To 
contact an advertising representative, call (734) 
582-8363. 

To reach the following editorial staff mem­
bers call: 

Plymouth Distribution Center 

Editor Kurt Kuban: (313) 222-6714 
Canton reporter Tiffany Parks: (313) 222-

5379 
• Canton reporter Tony Bruscato: (313) 222-, 

2637 
• Plymouth-Canton sports editor Ed Wright: 

(313) 222-2047 
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Family pets killed in house fire 
BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Sunday was a busy day for 
the Canton Fire Department, 
which responded to 21 calls, 
including three fires. The 
most serious call was a house 
fire on the 43000 block of 
Barchester, which resulted 
in the deaths of two dogs 
that were trapped inside the 
home. 

The department received 
the call at 9:44 p.m., and 
first arriving units reported 
fire visible coming from the 
home. 

Fortunately, the home's 
owner, Patti Balint, and her 
13-year-old daughter, Sara, 
were not home at the time of 
the fire. 

Canton Fire Chief Michael 
Rorabacher said the fire is 
being viewed as accidental ' 
and that the home is no lon­
ger livable. He said the house 
sustained significant fire and 

smoke damage. 
"Unfortunately, the dogs 

were probably gone by the 
time we got the call," he said, 
adding that firefighters were 
able to extinguish the flames 
soon after arriving at the 
home. 

Balint and her daughter, 
who attends Pioneer Middle 
School, moved to the home 
about four years ago, after 
her husband passed away 
from cancer and toxic mold 
was found in their home in 
Farmington. 

"I haven't had too much 
luck with homes," she said. 

Balint and her daughter 
are currently staying in a 
local hotel, and will soon be 
moving into an apartment 
until their house is rebuilt, 
which she said will take 
about 4-6 months. 

Balint said her two poo­
dles, Santa and Teddy, will 
be truly missed. 

"They were like family. 

They had their own room, 
ate at the table, and even 
played Scrabble with us" she 
said. 

Although there isn't much 
fire damage on the exterior 
of the home, Balint said the 
inside is mostly ashes, espe­
cially Sara's room. 

"I've been in a dream the 
last couple days," Balint said 
Wednesday. "The only thing 
keeping me sane right now is 
the fact that had we been in 
the home, we wouldn't have 
been able to get out because 
of where the fire started. 
God was truly looking out 
for us." 

Balint said fire officials 
told her the cause of the fire 
was an electrical problem in 
one of the walls. 

The fire marked the end 
of a busy day for the Canton 
Fire Department, which 
responded to two other fire 
calls and 18 medical calls on 
Sunday. 
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Toy exhibit 

The Canton Historical 
Museum will have a new exhi­
bition called "Go Play! Toys 
from Different Times and 
Places" that will run from Dec. 
12-Feb. 27. The theme of the 
show is the diversity of objects 
children have used in playing 
across time and place. The 
goal is to engage children, par­
ents, and teachers in viewing 
and thinking about toys and 
playing-for adults, the visit 
can be a "walk down memory 
lane", encouraging adults to 
reminisce with other adults, 
and tell stories to children. 

Call the museum at (734) 
397-0088 for museum hours 
and directions. 

Christmas in the Village 
The Christmas in the Village 

Home Tour and more will take 
place in Cherry Hill Village 
from 3-8 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 
13. Take a self-guided tour of 
eight beautiful seasonally-
decorated homes in the Cherry 
Hill Village and then venture 
outside to enjoy carriage rides 
though the park, carolers, and 
other seasonal entertainment, 
including a holiday activity 
for children, warming stations 
with hot cocoa and spiced 
cider available for purchase, 
and visits with Santa Claus. 

The Bartlett-Travis House 
will also be decorated and 
open to the public free of 
charge. 

Members from the Cherry 
Hill Village Homeowners 
Association and Canton 
Leisure Services are work­
ing together to make this 
event happen, as well as raise 
funds for the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of Michigan. All 
proceeds from this event will 
benefit this nonprofit organi­
zation that grants wishes to 
children with life-threatening 

Dignified 
Funeral Packages 

From 3499 

The Canton Fire Department's Annual Fire'rVevention Poster Contest 
winners were honored on Tuesday during a small ceremony at the 
Canton Administration Building. The contest is a cooperative effort 
with local elementary schools to educate children on fire prevention 
awareness. Thisyear'stheme was 'Prevent Home Fires.' Posters were 
judged in two categories: first-third grade, and fourth-sixth grade. 
Pictured are first place winners (at left) Ryan Berger (a second grader 
at Dodson Elementary) and Natasha Pietruschka (a fifth grader at 
Tonda Elementary), along with Fire Marshal Frank Barrett and Fire 
Inspector Nichole Hamilton. 

illnesses. 
Advance tickets can be pur­

chased for $15 at the Summit 
on the Park, or the Village 
Theater Box Office; by visit­
ing www.canton-mi.org/vil-
lagetheater or by calling (734) 
394-5460. Participants tour­
ing the homes must be 12 
years of age and older. 

The public is welcome and 
encouraged to attend these 
outdoor festivities. For those 
not wishing to attend the 
home tour, there is no admis­
sion fee for these winter 
attractions, but some activi­
ties may require a nominal 
fee. Dress for the weather 
and come enjoy Christmas in 
the Village and Home Tour. 
Shuttles will be available for 
your parking convenience. 

Yard waste collection 

Canton's yard waste col­
lection season has ended and 
will not resume until April 
6. For residents who missed 
the last pickup, Canton Waste 
Recycling (CWR), located at 
42100 Van Born Road, will 
have a yard waste truck avail­
able at their facility on Friday, 
Dec. 12 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and again on Saturday, Dec. 13 
from 8-11 a.m. 

There is no charge for drop­
ping of the yard waste and 
residents are required to place 
all yard waste inside the truck 
themselves. 

Call CWR at (734) 397-5801 
and schedule a special pick-up. 
Residents will be charged $1/ 
bag of yard waste picked-up. 

Direct Cremation 

^75 
UxisAo-U'erquson U~amiw 

ChineralJiome and Cremation Oexvices 

NO Hidden Fees 
Call for Details 

Includes Visitation, Funeral, 
Simple Casket and 
Memorial Movie! 

New, comfortable facility with 3 lounges.,.2 for the Kids with Xbox gaming and computer internet access 
Live, world-wide webcasting and a "Celebration of Life" video included with every funeral service 

Charity hockey game 

The 4th Annual Canton Fire 
Fighters vs. Canton Coaches 
Charity Hockey Game will 
take place at 6 p.m., Dec. 13 
at the Arctic Edge Ice Arena 
in Canton. The event will ben­
efit the Canton Fire Fighters 
Charity Foundation and "No 
Child Without A Christmas" 
program. The cost is $2, and 
people can also donate an 
unwrapped gift. 

The event will feature 
raffles, and a Chuck a Puck 
contest — purchase a puck 
to throw on the ice, and the 
closest puck to center ice face 
off circle will win four Detroit 
Red Wing tickets. 

The Canton Fire 
Department will have fire 
engines on display before the 
game for the kids. Between the 
first and second period, the 
Canton Mini Mites will have a 
mini game. 

Candy cane week 
Members of the Canton 

Lions will be at various loca­
tions throughout Canton from 
Dec. 12-20 to raise funds as 
part of the annual Candy Cane 
Week. Funds donated by com­

munity members will be used 
to assist families to purchase 
eye glasses for children, the 
Penrickton Center for Blind, 
multiple handicapped children 
and those who are hearing 
impaired in the community. 

"Money raised will allow 
Lions to meet pressing needs 
in our community includ­
ing Children who are blind 
or hearing impaired. Lions 
members thank everyone who 
contributes to this important 
work. You are truly helping 
Lions make a difference in 
our community," said Bill 
Van Winkle, president of the 
Canton Lions Club. 

The Canton Lions Club has 
45 members and meets on the 
fourth Monday of the month 
at 7 p-m. at the Cherry Hill 
School, 50440 Cherry Hill on 
the corner of Cherry Hill and 
Ridge roads. For more infor­
mation or to get involved with 
the Canton Lions Club, please 
contact Nancy Spencer (734) 
397-8975 or johnancysp@aol, 
com. 

Christmas Spectacular 
Central City Dance Center 

will stage its 5th annual 
Christmas Spectacular later 

this month at the Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill. There 
will be five shows: 6 p.m., Dec. 
18; 6 p.m., Dec. 19; 2 p.m. and 
6 p.m., Dec. 20; and 4 p.m., 
Dec. 21. The cast will include 
125 singers, dancers, and gym­
nasts from Canton and the 
surrounding area. 

Tickets are $20 and can 
be purchased at Central City 
Dance Center, 8004 Sheldon 
Center Road, Canton. For 
more information, call (734) 
459-0400 or visit www.cen-
tralcitydance.com. Tickets are 
reserved seating and will not 
be sold the day of the show. 

Pizza with Santa 
The Canton Rotary Club's 

Pizza with Santa event will 
take place from 1-4 p.m., 
Dec. 13, at the Roman Forum 
restaurant, 41601 Ford Road, 
Canton. Santa's elves will be 
serving pizza while children 
and parents enjoy a visit with 
Santa. Each child will receive 
a photo with Santa — the first 
200 children will receive a 
frame of craft. Santa will fly in 
on a helicopter at 1:30 p.m. 

Cost is $5 for children 3-13, 
$7 for adults, and free for chil­
dren under 3. 
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Visit us on the web: www.riskoferguson.com 

Macy's, ]C Penney, Sears, Kohl's & Over 80 Specially Stores • 734-421-0291 

Located on the corner of Wayne & Warren Roads • www.westlandcenter.com 
0E08634266 
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Holiday Hours 
Dec. 13-Dec. 24 

Daily 9:30-8 
Sunday 12-5 
Dec. 24 9:00-3 

F I N E J E W E L R Y 

4th Annual 

6:30 to 9 p.m. 

;cia 
•Free Gift Wrap 
•Personal Shopping Assistance 

Score BIG this Year! 

We can help you 

find the per fect g i f t 

Enjoy some 
"guy-friendly" 
refreshments 

Door Prizes and 
SURPRISES! 

Get Her What She 
Really Wants. 

}rfawt> (h Qooai 

Showroom o f Elegance 

6018 Canton Center Rd. 

N. o f Ford Rd., Canton, M l 

P: 734-207-1906 
showroomofelegance.com 

?y 

380 S. Main St., 
Plymouth 

350 S. Main St, 
Plymouth 

t in it* tnir website ana join 

!•!•! nnthaay-Anniversary 
' •#'/» to receive special 

• t*t*juing ana offers ana 

register to receive our 
news-fatter with upcoming 
events and special offers. 

380 S. Main Street • Downtown Plymoutli 

734-416-9340 
Tues & Wed 5pm-10pm 

Tnurs 5pm~llpm 
Fri &Sat 5pm-12am 

Open tor Luncnes in December 
Open Sunday December 14,21 & 28 

(4pm-9pm) 

F o o d , Fun & Fr iends 

350 S. Main Street * Downtown Plymouth 

734-416-0100 
Mon, Tues, Wed 11 am-10pm 

Tnurs llam-llpm 
Fri 11 am-12am 
Sat 12pm-12am 
Sun lpm-10pm 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater
http://www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater
http://www.centralcitydance.com
http://www.centralcitydance.com
http://www.riskoferguson.com
http://www.westlandcenter.com
http://showroomofelegance.com


PageAfi (C) 

Thursday, December 11,2008 The Observer S Eccentric Newspapers 

keep our readers informed 
about what's going on in the 
business community. It's a 

Observer and business 
owners can take advantage 

included on this page. 

Small business is the economic engine of our local 
area. It's important to support local business — and 
in a down economy, it's even more crucial to be 
informed about the local business scene. 

That's why the Canton Observer started a new page, 
called Strictly Business, which debuts in today's 
paper. And that 's where you — the local business 
owner — come in. 

Strictly Business will include a roundup of local 
business events, promotions, anniversaries, open­
ings, closings and other 
changes at local area busi­
nesses. 

We will also feature 
a business profile in a 
"quest ion and answer" 
format, with a nice photo. 
Also look for a roundup 
of local business news­
makers and items from 
the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce. 

And we'll be counting 
heavily on you to help us 
keep our readers informed 
about what 's going on 
in the business commu­
nity. It's a local business 
blitz every Thursday in 
your Canton Observer, and business owners can take 
advantage of it simply by e-mailing information to us 
to be included on this page. 

You don't have to be a member of the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce (although it's a membership 
we highly recommend) to take advantage of this new 
offering, which gives owners an interactive chance to 
get the word out about the good things happening in 
their businesses. 

And it's so simple: Just e-mail information about 
events, grand openings, staff changes with photos, 
and requests to.receive a Q&A form to fill out for the 
business profile piece. All information should be e-
mailed to editor Kurt Kuban at kkuban@hometown-
life.com. 

The business page will also be posted on our Web 
site (www.hometownlife.com), which gets thousands 
of hits a day (and where, by the way, you can read 
daily news updates and get other important informa­
tion). 

It seems an obvious point, yet it's a point worth 
making again: As small business goes, so goes the 
local community. This new information tool is one 
more way to help keep it going in the right direction. 

Put that flu shot at 
the top of the list 

Flu season runs all the 
way through the beginning 
of April so we still have 
a long road ahead of us. 
Many people wisely rush to 

It's not too late to get a flu shot. 
Even though Dr. Heather Jackson reports no official 

cases of influenza at Beaumont Hospital it's just a matter 
of time before patients start coming into the ER com­
plaining of muscle aches, fever and headaches. 

Misery isn't the only price we pay for catching the 
flu. While lost productivity costs employers, the flu can 
also be deadly. Some 36,000 people die annually from 
influenza, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

This year, the CDC. is 
expanding its recommenda­
tions for vaccinations from 
the elderly and chronically 
ill to children ages 6 months 
to 18 years. But the warning 
doesn't stop there. Jackson, 
who practices family medi­
cine in Southfield, says par­
ents as well as anyone who •—---—---------™™-™-" 
works around children should 
get a flu shot as well. 

And remember flu season runs all the way through 
the beginning of April so we still have a long road ahead 
of us. Many people wisely rush to the doctor in October 
when the serum arrives, but there's still time. 

It's especially important to protect ourselves from the 
infectious disease during the holidays. With all of the 
hustle and bustle of the season it's easy to push making 
that appointment to the bottom of the list, but if you've 
ever been sick with the flu it's not a wise move. It usually 
takes about two weeks to develop protection from this 
nasty bug. 

the serum arrives, hut 
's 
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With less than.a week in office left, 

a huge thank you is in order for Tom 
Yack for his 20 years of service to the 
Canton community! You have served this 
community with vision, honesty, integ­
rity and humility. I am not only proud 
because you are my father, but because of 
the wonderful community you have built 
that my family will now get to enjoy. 

I have watched your dedication to 
this job since you first entered office my 
freshman year in high school. Always ' 
putting this community first, you have 
sacrificed so much of yourself, your time 
and your own interests. Seeing the value 
of being present and available for the 
residents and business owners in Canton, 
you were often missing at family func­
tions, kid's sporting events and at times 
even put your health second. The people 
who know you best will miss your contri­
butions to this community. 

I am so proud of you, Dad! 
Congratulations on your retirement and 
the amazing legacy you leave behind. 

ETTERS 
ence a different form of visual art. I 
promise you that it will be well worth the 
visit and most likely will bring out the 
response "Holy Toledo" just as it did for 
me. Go there. 

Ron DePentu 
Canton 

Canton 

Within the next couple of weeks, I 
will be sworn in as supervisor of Canton 
Township. I'd like to take this oppor­
tunity to thank those who supported 
and voted for me. I'm thankful for the 
chance to continue serving the residents 
of Canton. We have a community with 
services second to none and my goal is to 
make this transition as seamless as pos­
sible. I look forward to working in our 
great community with excellent employ­
ees and a township board committed to 
maintaining our quality of life. If I can • 
ever be of service, or if you have ques­
tions or comments, please do not hesitate 
to contact me in the supervisor's office. I 
wish you a happy holiday season and best 
wishes for 2009. 

Many folks living and working in 
Canton are simply unaware of the work, 
the planning, the strategizirig, and the 
care that longtime Canton Planning 
Commissioner and outgoing commission 
chairman Vic Gustafson, along with oth­
ers, have put into the township's develop­
ment. 

The transformation from a predomi­
nant farming community to a well-
rounded, thriving suburban environment 
has been about a two decade or more 
journey. It has had its challenges, to 
say the least. Vic has been a part of and 
involved in most of it, and has helped 
lead the charge to Canton's respectability 
that we enjoy today. 

He will be the first to tell you that he 
didn't do it by himself, but I know that 
his leadership from the planning side 
set the stage time and again to "raise the 
bar" of excellence. 

For Canton there is much more ahead 
in this journey, and we will miss his 
insight, his wisdom, and his strength 
after these 20 years, but he has decided 
to do other things on the first and the 
third Monday nights of each month. 

Vic, thanks again for your service to 
the Canton community. Your leader­
ship and friendship have been cherished 
by those of us who have been fortunate 
enough to know you. Good luck in all 
that you do. 

Greg Greene 
Canton 

will take over our lives. We all need a 
little hope, or consumer confidence, in 
the economy. Maybe, just maybe, we 
can bring this economic crisis back to 
normal. By normal I mean not as many 
foreclosures, not as much bailout, and 
certainly not as much fear. 

I have proof that people are fearful at 
the time because in the article entitled 
"Forget Logic; Fear Appears to Have 
Edge" published in The New York Times, 
they have tested if people would rather 
gain $3,000 or a 20 percent chance 
of gaining $4,000, People chose the 
$3,000, when in another test they did, 
they asked the same people if they would 
rather lose $3,000, or have a 20 percent 
chance of losing $4,000. When people 
chose to take that chance, that proved 
that people are fearful with money. 

For example, if people have enough 
faith to invest some money in the stock 
market, then maybe that will be the 
spark to start the ignition to a better 
future. If people have enough consumer 
confidence to support large companies 
and small companies, then just maybe 
we, the fellow citizens, all the companies 
will get the support they need. 

Now I know I'm just a middle school 
student, and my hopes are high, but don't 
we need some hope in all of us? 

Canton 

Glass exhibit is g r e a t 
Holy Toledo! A few years ago, words to 

describe a fantastic happening. Well that 
pretty well describes what is presently 
happening at the Canton Village Theater. 
The Toledo Hot Glass Exhibition that 
opened Dec. 3rd and continues until 
Jan. 4this fantastic and deserves "Holy 
Toledo" in describing the works, the 
quality, originality and just the plain 
beauty of the pieces exhibited. 

Four generations of original glass 
artists works are on display and every 
Canton resident young and old should 
take advantage of enjoying these fragile 
yet original, elegant pieces produced by 
the Toledo glass artists. Each piece dem­
onstrates a masterful implementation of 
glass form, color and texture in an inven­
tive and unique way. Corning would be 
pleased as were we who had the privilege 
to view the works on the opening night. 

I urge Canton residents to take a few 
moments from their busy holiday lives 
and visit the Village Theater to experi-

I am a seventh-grade, middle school 
student. I have done some research and 
the conclusion that I have come to about 
this economic crisis is many things. First 
and foremost, I think the major reason 
for this crisis is the fear of the people. 
As it said in &New York Times article, 
"Forget Logic; Fear Appears to Have 
Edge," two psychologists did a search 
that proved the fear is a problem. Most 
people feared potentially losing money 
than having a chance to potentially 
make money. Secondly, many people are 
losing their jobs and cannot pay their 
bills anymore. This causes them to be 
in. debt. Since the people have all this 
debt, there are now steep losses in the 
financial industry. Lastly, many people 
are spending more than they earn. This 
leads to the economic crisis, so in the end 
the people that are spending more than 
they earn, have more debt, and also high 
interest rates and fees. 

Jaclyn Schaumbunjer 
Canton 

Canton 

I am a seventh-grade, middle school 
student, and this is what I think about 
the economy. I would agree with the arti­
cle, "Forget Logic; Fear Appears to Have 
Edge"'(New York Times). 

I noticed that banks have been closing 
down. Everyone is taking their money 
out of them, and as it was mentioned in 
the article I am talking about, I think 
it's all because they fear that if they leave 
the money in, they will lose all of it. I do 
think that the economy will go back to 
normal soon. I do trust Barack Obama 
and I hope he will save our economy. 
Hopefully it will go back to normal in a 
year or two, but I do hope people won't 
get so scared all of them will take out 
their money form the banks. 

Fear is not the answer. Even a middle 
school student like me can tell that fear 

Canton 

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 

. 36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

Fax: 
(734)591-7279 

E-mail: 
kkuban@hometowniife.com 

"Each of the administrators based at the buildings will work with a student caseload. They'll be able 
student achievement track attendance and behavior. The plan is to have greater contact wit 
parents, and for greater accessibility by parents to administrators." 
- Mike Bender, d i rec tor of secondary educat ion for P lymouth -Canton schools, on a proposal to rest ructure the 
admin is t ra tor level a t t h e high school park, leaving one overal l principal and an associate and th ree assistant 
principals a t each school 

mailto:kkuban@hometownlife.com
mailto:kkuban@hometownlife.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:kkuban@hometowniife.com


www.hometownlife.com LOCAL NEWS Observer S Eccentric | Thursday, December 11,2008 (O kl 

Sheldon opening comes ahead of schedule 
BYTONYBRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

When Wayne County closed 
Sheldon Road to start the 
railroad underpass project 
in January 2007, there were 
many who doubted the project 
would be completed within the 
two years projected by Wayne 
County officials. 

And, after a plethora of 
first-year delays left work 
at a standstill for extended 
periods of time, there were 
few —• besides Assistant 
Wayne County Executive Alan 
Helmkamp — who believed 
the underpass would be fin­
ished by the end of this month, 

Helmkamp plans to make 
good on his promise to reopen 

Sheldon Road — a couple of 
weeks early —• on Friday after­
noon. At 2 p.m. Wayne County 
Executive Robert Ficano will 
say a few words on the south 
(Plymouth Township) side of 
the project, followed by words 
from any dignitaries who want 
to chime in on what is forecast 
byAccuweather.com to be a 
mostly cloudy day with a high 
of 28, even lower at 14 degrees 
if you consider the wind chill 
factor. 

"I'm not going to put a 
program together, and I fore­
see brief remarks because 
of the cold weather," said 
Helmkamp. "Instead of a 
ribbon cutting, we'll have the 
ceremonial driving of a vehicle 
through a ribbon. We'll have 

some people holding the rib­
bon and some riding in the car 
going north. As we're driving 
through, we'll have people 
pulling the barrels away." 

Helmkamp said Wayne 
County crews need one dry 
day to put down lane mark­
ers on the newly constructed 
Sheldon Road. However, if 
that doesn't happen, he'll 
improvise with Plan B. 

"If we don't get that dry day, 
we're going to open at least 
one lane in each direction and 
use the barrels for delineators 
until we can get a dry day to 
stripe it," said Helmkamp. 
"That will at least give another 
weekend for the commu­
nity and businesses before 
Christmas." 

The first vehicle will be one 
furnished by Bob Jeannotte 
Pontiac-GMC — in Plymouth 
Township on the north side 
of the project — which saw 
sales drop during the past two 
years of construction. Bob 
Jeannotte, Jr. said it will be 
either a GMC Yukon hybrid or 
a Yukon flex-fuel hybrid. 

"I didn't think it would ever 
be done by the deadline, espe­
cially after all the delays in the 
first year," said Jeannotte. "I 
would look at the south side 
through our showroom and for 
the first six to eight months 
there was a crane that never 
moved an inch." 

tbruscato@hometowniife.com 
(734)953-2172 
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Crews put the finishing touches on the underpass on Sheldon Road, which is 
scheduled to re-open Friday. 

Judge blocks release of WWEA union 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A Wayne County Circuit Court 
judge has stopped the release of 
messages sent by the president of 
the Wayne-Westland Education 
Association to a west Michigan edu­
cation watchdog group. 

Last week, Judge Kathleen 
McDonald blocked the release of 
the e-mails to the Education Action 
Group which requested them through 
a Freedom of Information Act 
request filed Nov. 11 with the Wayne-
Westland Community Schools. 

"The EAG was completely bush­

whacked," said Kyle Olsen, EAG vice 
president of strategy. "We did not 
obtain legal counsel because the issue 
was between EAG and the school dis­
trict and the district never gave any 
indication that it would be unable to 
fill the request." 

Olsen also called McDonald's deci­
sion "totally unfair" and "illegal," and 
said it denied the group due process. 

EAG had requested copies of 
communications WWEA President 
Nancy Strachan had sent using a 
"taxpayer-funded e-mail account." 
According to Olsen, the request was 
to determine the union's communica­
tions with the Michigan Education 

Association during a four-day teacher 
strike in October as well as the extent 
of union involvement in the recall 
effort of Wayne-Westland school 
board members Martha Pitsenbarger 
and Skip Monit. 

"We have no interest in Strachan's 
communications with teachers 
regarding the education of Wayne-
Westland kids," he said. "We're 
simply trying to get to the bottom 
of the union's involvement in the 
recall effort the organizers say stems 
from the union's 'illegal withholding 
of services' related to the four-day 
strike." 

The e-mails were set to be released 

last Friday, however, McDonald 
sided with the Michigan Education 
Association which filed a lawsuit 
against the school district last 
Wednesday to stop the release of the 
e-mails. 

The MEA declined comment on 
the lawsuit, citing an agreement to 
refrain from comment engineered 
by administrative law Judge Doyle 
O'Connor of the Michigan Employee 
Relations Commission. The school 
district and the WWEA are engaged 
in fact-finding in an effort to ham­
mer out a new contract. 

McDonald issued a temporary 
restraining order last Thursday, a 

move Olsen called "unprecedented" 
in that a nongovernment plaintiff 
was given standing as a plaintiff in a 
FOIA case. 

Referring to the text messaging 
scandal in Detroit, Olsen said the 
public's right to make fair judgments 
should outweigh the union's attempt 
to cover up their president's "careless 
use of taxpayer-funded equipment." 

Olsen said that EAG is evaluating 
its options, adding that the nonprof­
it, nonpartisan group "will fight the 
union every step of the way" to get 
the information released. 

smason@hometownlife.com 

Self-directed IRA is best option for transferring retirement money 
The U.S. economy lost over 500,000 jobs 

last month. So far this year, over one 
million Americans have lost their jobs. 

Unfortunately, next year doesn't look much bet­
ter. Even if the auto companies receive bailout 
money, about 90,000 Michiganders will lose 
their jobs. 

Those who lose their job face a variety of 
issues. Not only do they have to be concerned 
about paying bills, but health care and retire­
ment accounts need to be addressed. My general 
rule is when you leave an employer, you should 
take your retirement money. There are a number 
of reasons and factors that enter into the deci­
sion, but for the great majority of people it pays 
to take the money. 

One issue that has come up regarding 40l(k) 

plans is what happens if your 
employer files for bankruptcy 
protection or just goes out of 
business. It is important to rec­
ognize that a retirement account 
is not an asset, of the employer. 
Creditors of an employer cannot 
go after a retirement account. 

Most employers will allow 
you to keep your money in the 
current retirement account. 
In those situations you can't 
add new money to the account, 
however, you can continue 

managing it.with the investment options. You 
will continue to receive statements on a regular 
basis. You are still subject to the employer's rules. 

Money Mat ters 

Rick Bloom 

^Another option, for those lucky to find a new job, 
is the potential to directly transfer the money* 
from their former employer into the new plan. 
Although employers are not required to allow 
new employees to transfer existing retirement 
money, many employers are accommodating. To 
complete this transaction, have the money from 
the old retirement plan directly transferred into 
the new plan. 

The third option — and the one that I recom­
mend — is to transfer retirement money into a 
self-directed IRA. A self-directed IRA may be 
opened at companies like Schwab, Fidelity and 
Vanguard. There are no tax consequences and 
the money is totally under the individual's con­
trol. 

The different options each have pros and cons. 

The pros of leaving your money with your former 
employer are that you are familiar with their 
plan and it is easy because you do not have to 
make any changes. The downside is that employ­
ers frequently make changes to their salary 
deferral programs and you would be subject to 
those changes. 

Be very careful about where you transfer your 
retirement money. Don't let anyone pressure you 
or intimidate you and always find out about the 
costs. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-oniy financial adviser. Observer S. 
Eccentric readers can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more informat ion, visit Rick's 
Web site at www.bloomassetmanagement.com. You can 
hear Rick noon to 3 p.m. Sundays on WDTK1400 AM. 
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New location, new name 
/ * The Hamzavi Dermatology clinic 

in Canton (49650 Cherry Hill 
Road) will be moving to a new 
location in Canton on Dec. 22. 

The new clinic will be located in its own 
building at 285 N. Lilley Road in Canton. 
The clinic will also have a new name: 
Dermatology Specialist of Canton. 
For more information about the clinic, 
call (734) 495-1506. 

Gold standard 
Sporting goods retailer Play It Again 
Sports® in Canton, located at 42079 
Ford Road, has been recognized for 
achieving a 'Gold Standard' for cus­
tomer satisfaction, store operations and 
product quality standards. The "Gold 
Standard" is presented by Play It Again 
Sports® corporate officials. 
"Being recognized as a 'Gold Standard' 
store is a very significant accomplish­
ment, but even more, it means we're 
succeeding in providing our customers 
the best shopping experience possible," 
said Chuck Jones, owner of Play it Again 
Sports® in Canton. "Portraying a stan­
dardized look and maintaining product 

quality standards helps ensure a con­
sistent brand appearance, which in turn 
contributes to a more positive shopping 
experience." 
Play It Again Sports® in Canton sells 
a wide selection of new name brand 
sports and fitness sports equipment 
as well as buys, sells and trades quality 
used sports and fitness gear. 
For more information about the store, 
contact Chuck Jones at (734) 844-8591, 
or visit http://playitagainsportscanton. 
com. 

New music classes 
Harmony And Me will be hosting a new 
round of mixed age Music Together 
classes for babies, toddlers, preschool­
ers and kindergartners, as well as 
adults, beginning in Canton on Jan. 3, 
7,8, and 10, and will run for nine weeks 
until March 14. Plymouth Play Cafe class­
es begin Jan. 6 through March 14. 
The classes explore singing, dancing, 
instrument play and rhythms together. 
Parents, grandparents, siblings can join 
in these family-style classes. Register by 
phone at (248) 489-9330 or visit www. 
HarmonvAndMeKids.com. 

Ribbon cutting 
The Allen May Salon S Day Spa, 
1687 N.Canton Center Road, 
will host a ribbon cutting at 
4:30 p.m., Friday, Dec. 12 at its 

location in the Centre Village shopping 
plaza. The pubiic is invited. Allen May 
specializes in hair, skin and makeup, 
nails, waxing, and spa packages. For 
more information, call (734) 981-8223 or 
visitwww.allenmay.net. 

Third anniversary 
Sammy and Amy Hesano, owners of 
Disrount Beverage (8673 S. Lilley Road 

m Canton), are celebrating their 
store's third anniversary. They 
have increased the variety of 
liquors, wines, and beer, as well 

as non-alcoholic beverages they have 
in stock. 
"We just love being part of the Canton 
community. And we hope to be around 
for a long time to come," said Sam 
Hesano. "Please stop in and say hello/' 
The store is located in the Golden Gate 
Shopping Plaza, across from Mettetal 
Airport. For more information, contact 
the store at (734) 451-1222. 

J o y R i Joy Rd. Get in on the 
new Strictly 
Business page 
of the Canton 
Observer by. 
sending us your 
business news, 
promotions, 
events or mile­
stones. 

It's simple. 
Just e-mail all 
of the details 
to Editor Kurt 
Kuban at kku-
ban@hometown-
life.com and he 
will take care of 
the rest. 

Our new 
local business 
page runs'each 
Thursday in 
your Canton 
Observer. We 
welcome com­
ments and sug­
gestions, too. 
We're looking 
forward to hear­
ing from you. 

IT'S YOUR BUSINESS Q&A 
BUSINESS NEWSMAKERS 

C - M - I L R.Taylor 
>ri L, R. Taylor, a poet from Canton, and owner 
he Blushing Sky Writer's Playground, has been 

awarded a residency at the 
Ragdale Foundation in the 

inter/spring season of 2009. 
Ragdale is a non-profit, inter­
nationally acclaimed artists' 
community located 30 miles 
north of Chicago. 
Acceptance to Ragdale is high-

competitive. Recipients are 
chosen through an application 
process, with primary empha­
sis placed on anonymous 
evaluation of the applicant's 
work sample by professionals 
in each genre. Ragdale is locat­
ed on the grounds of architect 

ivard Van Doren Shaw's Arts and Crafts style home, 
ich was built in 1897. The Ragdale experience includes 
natural surroundings of meadow and prairie that 

lance Ragdale's beauty and seclusion. Each year, 

Ragdale provides residencies for nearly 200 emerg­
ing and established artists, writers and composers 
from all over the world. In addition, Ragdale provides, 
workshops and programs to those in the surrounding 
communities. 
Taylor received her MFA in Writing from Vermont 
College January of 2005 and is currently working as 
a writer in residence with the Inside Out Literary Arts 
Project conducting poetry workshops in the Detroit . 
public schools. She has four chapbooks of poetry and 
has been published in Rattle, Awakenings Review, The 
Cafe Review, Reintigration Today, Clean Sheets, Current. 
Magazine, Ellipsis, Third Wednesday and others. Her 
latest chapbook, "Wolf Maiden Moon, a tale in thirteen 
poems" was just released from Pudding House Press. 
She is the recipient of the 2006 Farbman Walloon 
Writer's Retreat Scholarship for a Meritorious Teacher 
of Writing and a 2007 RARE Foundation Every Day 
Heroes Award winner for her work with healing and 
cathartic potential in the writing community. 
For more information about her or the Blushing Sky 
Writer's Playground, call (734) 459-2613 or e-mail 
Cherrion@aol.com. 

Melissa Kirkpatrick-Huetter in the salon. 

Indigo Salon 
Observer: Tell us about your 
business, including the types of 
services and/or products you 
feature. 

Indigo: Indigo Salon and 
Day Spa is a award winning 
3,200 square foot full service 
salon and spa. Indigo, which 
is located in the heart of 
Canton's Cherry Hill Village, 
is a state of the art facility 
producing exceptional results 
while never losing "that 
hometown feel" — where we 
provide experiences not "just 
services." We specialize in: 
hair color/cutting/treatments, 
manicures/pedicures, 
massage therapy, body 
treatments, facials, peels, 
waxing, permanent make up 
application, and great lengths 
hair extensions. 

Observer: What makes your 
business unique? 

Indigo: At Indigo Salon 
and Day Spa it is all about 
our "Indigo Extras" — as 
we like to call them — that 
provide an extraordinary 
client experience, not just the 
service the client is receiving. 
Whether it he a warm neck 
wrap and hand warmers, a 
glass of Frappe Vino coffee-
flavored water or herbal tea, 
or a complimentary chair 
massage, paraffin wax dip, or 
wash and style, we strive to 
exceed the clients expectations 

INDIGO SALON AND DAY SPA 

Business r _ ,*, - i . 

Address ' J' * •• •: •„ 
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Business opened • 
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every time they visit. 

Observer: How did you first decide 
toopen your own business? 

Indigo: As a salon and spa 
industry coach/ massage 
therapist for five years prior 
to being an owner, I spent a 
lot of time in other salons and 
spas all over the U.S. coaching 
owners how to be successful 
in this industry, and teaching 
their teams that this is their 
career not just a "job." One 
day I decided that it was time 
for me to implement my skills, 
and create that ultimate work 

environment for my team that 
I'd always wanted for myself. 

Observer: How did you decide to 
locate in the Canton community? 

Indigo: I loved the "feel" 
of the Cherry Hill Village. It 
fit my vision so well — the 
small town feel with upscale 
living is the perfect fit for us. 
Growing up in the area, I have 
always known that Canton had 
a great business community 
and when we came about our 
perfect spot in Cherry Hill 
Village, I was excited to have 
the opportunity to be a part 
ofit. 

Observer: Do you have a funny 
tidbit or story to share with our 
readers about your experience so 
far as a small business owner? 

Indigo: Opening up in 
Michigan's worst economy in 
a long time, I will admit that 
I was petrified, but I knew I 
could do it. I knew it was not 
going to be shy of hard work or 
shy of extreme dedication to 
success or with out large trials 
and tribulations in order to get 
myself where I wanted to be. I 
knew I could make it happen. 
I look at us now and can only 
say — if this is where we are 
at today, in the worst situation 
we as a community have faced 
in many, many years, we can 
only hope for where we will be 
when things turn around. 

Networking luncheon 

The Chamber will host its first networking 
luncheon of the new year at 11 a.m., Jan. 14 
at Summit on the Park. The program for the 
luncheon is "Who's Who & What Can I do!" 
There will be information tables set up that will 
be staffed by committee chairs, directors and 
members, allowing you the opportunity to ask 
questions and get information about Chamber 
committees, sponsorships and events. 

In addition, after lunch, 35th District Court 
Judge Mike Gerou will swear in the Chamber's 

2009 Board of Directors, which will be followed 
by "Words of Wisdom" by new Chairman of 
the Board Terry Jobbitt of Choice Insurance 
Agency. 

The Chamber is looking for presenting and 
hosting sponsors for its networking breakfasts 
and after-hours as well as sponsors for its lun­
cheons, auction, golf 6uting and other events. 

For more information or to make a reserva­
tion for lunch, contact the Chamber at (734) 
453-4040. The January luncheon is being 
sponsored by Bovitz, CPA and Xuereb Snow 
PC. 

Now Open for Businessi r 

J T. W V I- £ R S 

proudly announces the opening of our 

IW LOCATION ^ LIVONIA 
at 37643 SIX MILK ROAD 

across from Laurel Park Place Mall 
Phone: 734-464-3555 • wwu.mastercraftjewelers.com 

Mastercraft Jewelers, formerly located inside Laurel Park Place 
Mall, will soon unveil Wayne County's premier jewelry 

destination for exclusive Designer Brands and Swiss Timepieces. 
~\i 

e inv i t e jou fo ^is i l us today and eiijoy 
extraorcUxMLFy Tallies {his iioliflLay season. 

: f Come to our new location in Livonia and receive a 

" ^ _ r l\Xiii* Diamond 1 exitlanl 

" t in MkWlule Gold 

(retail value $2H0M0) 

With a m i n i m u m p u r c h a s e of $500 .00 

While supplies last. Limit I per customer. Offer ends December 31, 2008. 

Extended Holiday Hours! 

tf 

i ' 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://playitagainsportscanton
http://HarmonvAndMeKids.com
http://visitwww.allenmay.net
mailto:kkuban@hometownlife.com
mailto:kkuban@hometownlife.com
mailto:kkuban@hometownlife.com
mailto:Cherrion@aol.com
http://wwu.mastercraftjewelers.com


All-area airls volleyball team is featured. Pane 88 

Thursday, December 11,2008 

The Observer S Eccentric Newspapers 

Ed Wright, editor. (734) 953-2108. ewright@hometownlife.com www.hometowniife.com 

Wildcat cagers 
prevail over 
Cougars, 74-34 

BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Newly opened South Lyon East 
doesn't have any seniors yet, but 
its boys basketball team's start­
ing five still had more experience 
than Plymouth's Tuesday night 
in the season opener for both 
squads. 

Relying heavily on three start­
ing sophomores, the Wildcats 
prevailed 74-34 over the visiting 
Cougars. 

Led by junior guard Marquee 
Taylor's 16 points, the Wildcats 
featured a level scoring attack 
that pleased coach Tom Van 
Wagoner. 

PREP BOYS BASKETBALL 

"We had four kids score in 
double figures tonight, which is 
something we didn't do much 
last year," said Van Wagoner. "I 
love the balance this team has. I 
know South Lyon East is young 
and they don't have seniors, but 
our starters may have been even 
younger than theirs." 

Joining Taylor in the double-
figure-scoring department were 
sophomore Justin Moss, who 
twined 12; Cliff Buttermore and 
Dion Johnson, both of whom 
added 10. 

Senior captain Brad Lineberry 
had a productive night, chipping 
in with four points, four assists 
and a team-high nine rebounds. 

Moss added seven boards 
while sophomore forward 
Brennen Beyer contributed eight 
caroms. 

Zach Hamed came off the 
bench to register six points and 
five steals for Plymouth. 

Blake Jones led the Cougars 
with 15 points. 

Plymouth surged to a 10-0 
first-quarter advantage and 
31-9 halftime bulge. The 'Cats 
stretched the gap to 48-21 with 
eight minutes to play. 

Plymouth struggled from the 
free-throw line, nailing just 8-
of-17 attempts. East was better, 
draining 9-of-13 freebies. 

"Marquee provided us with a 

Please see WILDCATS, B2 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Plymouth-Canton-Salem's Kelsey Nikkila prepares to unleash a shot during Tuesday night's game against Grosse Pointe North. North's Nikki Capizzo and 
Plymouth's Lauren Smith trail the play. 

• v * 

PCS skaters battle Grosse Pointe North to the final horn 
BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Plymouth- Canton-Salem girls 
hockey team lost to powerful Grosse 
Pointe North Tuesday night, but the 
Penguins earned a moral victory they 
won't soon forget. 

The Norsemen, who are stocked with 
two of the top six scorers from last sea­
son's Michigan Metro Girls High School 
Hockey League, skated to a 7-1 triumph 
against their hustling hosts in a game 
played at the Arctic Edge Ice Arena in 
Canton. 

Although PCS dropped to 1-4, it out-
scored the Norsemen in the third period, 
1-0, after trailing 7-0 after the second 
intermission. 

The Penguins' lone goal came with 
one second left when sophomore for­
ward Jennifer Fedon wristed a shot past 

# 

Plymouth-Canton-Salem's Chelsea Osburn steers 
the puck away from Grosse Pointe North's Taylor 
Moody during Tuesday night's 7-1 Norsemen 
victory. The Penguins outscored North in the 
third period after falling into a 7-0 hole during the 
opening 30 minutes. 

North's back-up goalie. 
If ever a hockey player deserved one 

of the top three stars in a 7-1 loss, it was 

PCS net-minder Michelle Shaffer. The 
senior knocked away 37 shots, many 
from close range. Her slickest stop came 
mid-way through the second period when 
she denied North's Lauren Walsh, who 
had eluded the Penguins' defenders on a 
break-away. 

The Norsemen outshot the Penguins, 
44-7, and 31-4 over the opening 30 min­
utes. 

Angela Giorgio opened the scoring 
4:20 into the contest with a short-handed 
lamp-lighter. 

Walsh added a pair of goals to stake the 
Norsemen to a 5-0 first-period advantage. 

PCS's first shot on goal came with 
30 seconds left in the first period when 
Chelsea Osburn fired a slapper at Lindsey 
Smith. 

The Penguins'Jessie Hazlett delivered 

Please see PENGUINS, B2 

Balanced scoring ledger 
is key to Rocks' success 

SY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Instead of the traditional gifts of silver 
to commemorate his 25th year as Salem's 
head basketball coach, Bob Brodie is 
hoping to receive a few things money 
can't buy from this year's contingent of 
Rocks. 

Precious commodities like balanced 
scoring, tenacious defense and error-free 
ball distribution would be nice — and 
they don't even have to be wrapped. 

"I'm cautiously optimistic about this 
team," said Brodie, the dean of all area 
boys basketball coaches. "From what I've 
5een so far, we're going to play well as a 
team and we have chemistry. Everybody 
is getting along 

"What we need to be successful this 
season is scoring from a lot of different 

PREP HOOP PREVIEW 

people. We lost our two big scorers from 
last season — Grant Stone (Lansing 
Community College) and Ross Davis 
(Oakland Community College) — so 
some other people are going to have 
to step up. We need to do a better job 
defending, too." 

Salem will be competing for the first 
time in the Kensington Lakes Activities 
Association's Central Division, which 
includes Northville, Novi, Livonia 
Stevenson, South Lyon East and South 
Lyon. 

"It's going to be different not playing 
teams like John Glenn that we've played 
the past 30 years," said Brodie, whose BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Please see ROCKS, B3 
Salem basketball coach Bob Brodie talks strategy with senior forward Joe Posier during a practice 
earlier this month. Brodie is entering his 25th year as the Rocks' head coach. 

Turkey Trot 
results 

A record-set­
ting 400-plus run­
ners competed in 
the Canton Leisure 
Services "Turkey Trot" 
event on Thanksgiving 
morning. 

The men's and 
women's overall win­
ners were Justin Huey 
(16:45) and Angela 
Justice, who covered 
the 5K course in 
20:59. 

J.C. Collins cap­
tured the men's 
masters title in 18;4£ 
while Tina Alagna 
won the women's 
masters gold medal in 
23:50. 

The 18U men's and 
women's titlists were 
Joe Pocari (16:45) and 
Mackenzie Brewis 
(21:23). 

Calille shines 
Former Canton two-

sport athlete David 
Calille is making a 
name for himself in 
Big 10 track-and-field 
circles. 

Calille, a 2005 
graduate of Canton 
and currently a mem­
ber of the Michigan 
State University men's 
track-and-field team, 
won the 300-meter 
race with a time of 
34.96 at the MSU 
Invitational Dec. 5 at 
Jenison Fieldhouse in 
East Lansing. 

It was Calille's first 
meet for the Spartans. 
He was red-shirted 
last season after suf­
fering a stress fracture 
in his foot. 

Calille transferred 
to MSU after com­
peting two years at 
Lansing Community 
College, where the 
former Chief holds 
the record in the 200-
meter event. 

Waza Flo Pro 
The Detroit Waza 

Flo Pro, a professional 
indoor soccer team 
that will compete in 
the Professional Arena 
Soccer League (PASL), 
will play its first home 
match against the 
Springfield Spirits at 1 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
20, at Compuware 
Arena in Plymouth 
Township. 

Waza's roster con­
sists of almost entirely 
home-grown talent, 
including several 
former Schoolcraft 
College and Madonna 
University, standouts. 


