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Ahmed Kaliie Jaber's wife, Ayah, 
testified in 35th District Court on 
Monday, refuting the statements 
police detectives said she made to 
them the night she and her husband 
were hit by a car. 

BY TIFFANY l . PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The charges against a 22-year-old 
Canton man accused of pulling his wife 
into oncoming traffic Nov. 20 were dis­
missed Monday morning. 

Ahmed Kaliie Jaber's wife, Ayah, testi­
fied in 35th District Court thatshe and her 
husband weren't in a dispute at the time 
of the collision, which took place just after 
midnight on Haggerty Road south of Ford. 

"We were just walking and just talking," 
said Ayah, who has only been in the U.S. 
for a few weeks, through an interpreter. "I 
don't know how it happened." 

Ayah's testimony was a reversal from 
her statements to detectives just after the 
accident when she said Jaber had gotten 
violent with her. 

When asked by Nicole Clay, Wayne 
County assistant prosecutor, whether she 
recalled telling township detectives that her 
husband had forced her into the street and 

told her to "go ahead, die," Ayah said no, 
"We were just walking and then we got 

hit by the car," she said. 
Ayah, who walked with a slight limp, 

also denied telling detectives that her hus­
band was swinging at her, but admitted 
that they had been arguing inside their 
hotel room before the collision. 

The couple, who married in July through 
an arraigned marriage in. Jerusalem, had 
been staying at a hotel while searching for 
a permanent residence. 

Ayah testified that she left the hotel 
in an effort to get to her mother-in-law's 
home and said she decided to walk because 
she "didn't want to go with him to the car." 

Under questioning from Clay, she denied 
telling police that Jaber had attempted to 
keep her inside the apartment. 

Moments after she left the hotel, Ayah 
said her husband joined her and that they 
ended up inside the middle of the street 
because they were taking a shortcut to 
Jaber's mother's home. 

Tim Cummings, the driver of the vehi­
cle that struck the couple, said he noticed 
the two only moments before they landed 
on the hood of his car. 

"They were wearing dark clothes," he tes­
tified. "I hit the brakes as soon as I could " 

Neither Ayah or Jaber, who appeared 
in court wearing a leg brace, suffered life-
threatening injuries. 

Despite Clay's argument insisting Jaber 
had committed a criminal act against 
his wife, 35th District Court Judge John 
MacDonald dismissed the charges against 
him, which included assault with intent 
to commit murder, assault with intent to 
commit great bodily harm less than mur­
der and domestic violence. 

After the hearing, Jaber, who was 
joined in court by several female support­
ers, was denied a request to be released 
from custody in order to seek medical 
attention for his leg. He is being held 
because he failed to appear for an unre­
lated court hearing. 

Ahmed Kaliie Jaber reacts to 
35th District Court Judge John 
MacDonald's decision to dismiss 
charges against him. 

Cooking from scratch 
Jonathan's Family 

Restaurant focuses on 
homemade cooking, 

service 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

As long as he's running the 
show, Adam Adamopoulos 
says you will never find boxed 
mashed potatoes or pressed 
meat in his restaurant. 

"We do this from scratch," 
he says proudly of the 
menu at Jonathan's Family 
Restaurant, which he co-
owns. "Once people come in 
and see what we do, they are 
impressed." 

Adamopoulos, who has 
been in the restaurant busi­
ness for 31 years, opened 
the Michigan Avenue eatery 
in 1993 and said he and his 
team of 15 employees have 
poured themselves into their 
homemade recipes and cus­
tomer service to make up for 
their location. 

"We don't have any visibility 
from the road," Adamopoulos 
said. "So we get a lot of our 
clientele through word of 
mouth. We have people who 
live in the area come in and 
say 'How long have you been 
here?' or *We didn't know you 
were back here.'" 

Jonathan's shares the 
southern end of a building 

BILL BRESLERj STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Owner Adam Adamopoulos at Jonathan's Family Restaurant on Michigan Avenue. 

fronted by Subway just east 
of 1-275. 

Boasting an ail-American 
menu featuring meat loaf, 
soups, perch, ribs, pork 
chops, burgers and steaks, 
Adamopoulos said he believes 
in the restaurant and that's 
why he decided to proceed 
with a renovation of its din­
ing room when some advised 
waiting for the economy to 
turn around. 

"I have been in this busi­
ness for so long. I have seen 
the economy go up arid down 
and I strongly believe we have 
good times ahead," he said. 
"I've had to close restaurants, 
but you won't see me crying 
because my father always 
told me that this is a country 
where you can accomplish 
" anything, but you have to be 
ready to sweat." 

And with most of the 

entrees priced under $10, 
Adamopoulos said Jonathan's 
appeals to busy, working 
families. 

"A lot of families have both 
parents working and they 
don't have time for home­
made cooking so they can let 
us do it," he laughed. "This is 
what we do and this is what 
we enjoy." 

For more information on the 
restaurant, call (734) 326-5870. 

Former principal giving back with new scholarship 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Earle'Chorbagian readily admits that 
his claim to fame as a Wayne-Westland 
school district employee is starting the 
annual district-wide spelling bee some 
27 years ago. 

That changed this week, when the retired 
junior high principal and his wife Billie 

donated $20,000 to establish a scholarship 
at Wayne Memorial High School. 

"I'm a World War II veteran and I was 
able to go to college because Eleanor 
Roosevelt pushed her husband to pass 
the GI Bill to allow vets to go to college," 
said the Canton resident. "It seems to be 
that students today need a little extra 
help. It won't pay their way, but it'll get 
them started." 

The Adams School/Wayne Memorial 
High School Scholarship will be awarded 
beginning with the Class of 2009- One 
student for each of the first two years 
will receive a $1,000 scholarship. After 
that, the scholarship will be 5 percent, 
the amount depending on the interest 
income generated. 

Please see PRINCIPAL, A2 

Thieves using 
car break-ins to 

BY TiFFANY L. PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

If you're reading this and 
your garage door opener is in 
your vehicle, Canton Sgt. Deb 
Newsome says put the paper 
down and go get it. And while 
you're at it, grab your vehicle 
registration, proof of insur­
ance, pay stubs and anything 
bearing your address. 

"It is never a good idea to 
leave those things in your 
car," said Newsome, using two 
recent Canton crimes as a ref­
erence point. 

On Nov. 26, thefts from two 
vehicles led to home invasions 
in Canton and Washtenaw 
County. 

At about 5:30 p.m., Canton 
police received word that a 
township family's vehicle had 
been burglarized while they 
were dining at Buddy's Pizza in 
Livonia. The thieves got away 
with the vehicle's registration 
and the garage door opener to 
the victim's home. 

Retired Canton Fire 
Department Lt Jack Raker 
was the first to notice the car 
had been broken into and 
alerted Buddy's management. 
By coincidence, Raker and his 
wife were seated next to the 
owners of the vehicle and were 
talking about the theft when 
they overheard the conversa­
tion. 

"They took the glove box 
contents," said Raker, add­
ing that by the time everyone 
figured out what the thieves 
were up to, they had already 
ransacked and fled the family's 
home when police arrived. 

Less than two hours later, 
Canton police were made 
aware that a vehicle parked 
at Arctic Edge on Michigan 

Avenue had been broken into 
and a garage door opener, as 
well as paperwork, had been 
stolen. 

It was later discovered that 
the Washtenaw County home 
of the vehicle's owner had been 
burglarized. 

Newsome said the depart­
ment is following up on leads 
in the thefts and that it's 
believed the same thieves com­
mitted both crimes. 

"All things indicate these 
were the same people," she 
said. "They were back to back 
in a short period of time." 

In addition to the two 
incidents associated with 
the township, Newsome said 
another car burglary the same 
day in Dearborn Heights led to 
a home invasion in Westland. 

"This is a new trend that we 
are starting to see pop up in 
other jurisdictions," she said, 
adding that motorists are 
encouraged to keep garage 
door openers and personal 
information with them. 

"Just as you carry your 
driver's license with you, carry 
your registration and proof 
of insurance," Newsome said. 
"And I know a lot of people do 
it but leaving your garage door 
opener in your car is just like 
leaving a key in your car." 

While acknowledging the 
removal of these items can be a 
hassle for vehicle with multiple 
drivers, Newsome said the 
extra effort is worth it. 

"Just as you pass the keys 
from driver^Q-driver, pass the 
registration," she said. "It can 
be cumbersome but it can be 
done." 

Those unable to carry their 
garage door openers are 
advised not to leave them in 
plain sight. 
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Late donations 
help Salvation Army feed the hungry 

BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER . 

Maj. Jim Irvine, the corps 
officer for the Plymouth 
Salvation Army, sees and hears 
a lot of stories of generosity 
and need, particularly around 
the holidays. 

The stories are all special to 
an organization that counts 
on the generosity of others to 
fulfill their mission. But this 
year, one story in particular 
struck Irvine's heart when an 
elderly woman, stricken and 
barely able to move, still found 
the time to bring a turkey to 
donate to the Salvation Army. 

The woman had difficult 
moving and couldn't maneuver 
out of her car, so Irvine had to 
pull the frozen turkey she was 
donating through her open car 
window. 

"Barely able to move, she 
went through the effort of 
picking out a turkey and 
bringing it to us so someone 
she'll never know could have 
a Thanksgiving meal," Irvine 
said. "That's compassion in 
action, and that's who helps us 
do the most good." 

For awhile, it looked like 

Mike Sprechter (right) and Rich Trame help put together Thanksgiving meals, 

including turkey and all the trimmings, for the Plymouth Salvation Army. 

the Corps would have trouble 
meeting its Thanksgiving 
mission. The annual Turkey 
Trot event at Fox Hills, which 
normally produces some 70-75 
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turkeys each year, yielded only 
five this year due to inclement 
weather. A civic organization, 
that generally donates some 
40 turkeys a year only contrib­
uted two. 

With the lagging economy 

sending the need soaring 
— the Salvation Army ended 
up serving 267 families this 
Thanksgiving, more than 
double the 127 served last year 
— concern mounted. 

When word got out the 
Salvation Army was lagging 
behind in turkey donations, 
people in the community 
responded and donations 
started pouring in. The 
Salvation Army eventually 
ended up with 389 turkeys and 
was able to feed more than 
1,100 people. 

"I've done this work with The 
Salvation Army now for 15 years 
as a commissioned officer and a 
lot longer as a volunteer before 
my wife and I gave up our jobs 
to do full-time ministry," Irvine 
said. "I was still overwhelmed 
by emotions more than once 
or twice as people came to our 
building, wave after wave, to 
help us help others." 

According to Irvine, the 
extra 122 turkeys will be used 
to feed hungry families in the 
communities served by the 
Salvation Army — Plymouth, 
Northville, Canton and 
Belleville — between now and 
the Christmas holiday. 
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Earle and Billie Chorbagian of Canton present Wayne-Westland School Supt. 

Greg Baracy with a check to establish the Adams School/ Wayne Memorial 

High School Scholarship. 

Logon tomomsllkeme.com 
today and you'H find a 
cxmmwiiy of ittam$ fust like youl 

The headline on Rick 
Bloom's Money Matters col­
umn Sunday, Nov. 30, mis­
stated the content of the col­
umn. The column does not say 
required IRA distributions can 
be invested in Roth IRA. 

PRINCIPAL 
FROM PAGE A1 

Wayne High Counselor 
Louise Karmann will coordi­
nate the selection. The schol­
arship is not based on need, 
however. The recipient must 
be of good character, have 
good grades and have attended 
Adams Middle School for at 
least two years. The recipient 
almost must plan to attend a 
junior college, college or uni­
versity. 

The Chorbagians plan to 
meet with Karmann as well 
as the first student who will 
receive the scholarship "so they 
know someone actually is pro­
viding it," Chorbagian said. 

"We've been thinking about 
doing this for quite a long 
time," he added. "We'd discuss 
it, let it drop, then discuss it 
again and finally decided this 
is the time." 

"It was definitely his idea," 
Billie Chorbagian said. "I 
thought it was fine. I feel the 

same way he does." 
The scholarship's connection 

with Adams Middle School 
relates to Chorbagian's work 
with the district. He was with 
Wayne-Westland for 32 years, 
including 25 years as the assis­
tant principal at what was then 
Adams Junior High School. 

"They're so genteel and gen­
erous," added Aggie Kubrak, 
senior executive director for 
instruction. "It's very nice that 
anyone who meets the criteria 
can apply for it." 

The idea behind the schol­
arship is for "youth of the 
neighborhood to attain their 
educational goals," which 
Chorbagian did after the 
war. Married, he and his 
wife moved to Kalamazoo 
so he could attend Western 
Michigan University. They 
lived in campus housing and 
during his freshman year, his 
first child was born. 

"I've been very fortunate," he 
said. "I couldn't have done it 
without the GI Bill." 
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AROUND CANTON 

Volunteers needed 

Organizers for Saturday's ShopCanton 
Holiday Fest are still looking for volunteers. 
The event, which is being put on by the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce, Canton DDA, and 
Canton Leisure Services, will take place from 
noon to 4 p.m. at the Willow Creek Plaza, and 
will include plenty of family-oriented activi­
ties. Volunteers are needed for two shifts: 11:30 
a.m.-2 p.m. and 1:30-4 p.m. Volunteers will be 
outside so you will need to dress warm. 

Contact Lisa at the Chamber office if you can 
help at (734) 453-4040 Ext. 4 or eventscoordi-
nator@cantonchamber.com. 

Candy cane week 
Members of the Canton Lions Club will be 

at various locations throughout Canton from 
Dec. 12-20 to raise funds as part of the annual 
Candy Cane Week. Funds donated by com­
munity members will be used to assist fami­
lies to purchase eye glasses for children, the 
Penrickton Center for Blind, multiple handi­
capped children and those who are hearing 
impaired in the community. 

"Money raised will allow Lions to meet press­
ing needs in our community including Children 
who are blind or hearing impaired. Lions mem­
bers thank everyone who contributes to this 
important work. You are truly helping Lions 
make a difference in our community" said Bill 
Van Winkle, president of the Canton Lions Club. 

The Canton Lions Club has 45 members and 
meets on the fourth Monday of the month at 7 
p.m. at the Cherry Hill School, 50440 Cherry 
Hill on the corner of Cherry Hill and Ridge 
roads. For more'information or to get involved 
with the Canton Lions Club, please contact 
Nancy Spencer (734) 397-8975 orjohnancysp@ 
aol.com. 

Relay for Life awards 
The American Cancer Society announced 

that the 2008 Relay For Life of Canton received 
three awards in the Relay For Life Nationwide 
Awards and Recognition Program. Relay for 
Life of Canton received the All American Relay 
2008 award, Heart of Relay Survivorship 2008 
award, and was recognized as an honorable 
mention for the Heart of Relay Outstanding 
Engagement of Youth in a Community Event 
award. 

'We are very proud of our volunteers in 
Canton," said Kelsey Soper, American Cancer 
Society community representative. "Everyone 
worked extremely hard to make the Relay For Life 
of Canton event successful, and these awards are 
proof that their hard work has paid off." 

Relay For Life is a fun-filled, overnight event 
that mobilizes communities throughout the 
country to celebrate survivors, remember loved 
ones, commit to fight back through healthy 
lifestyle changes, and raise money for the fight 
against cancer. Teams of eight to 15 members 
gather with tents and sleeping bags to partici­
pate in the largest grassroots fundraising event 
in the nation. 

For more information about how to form 
a team or become involved in Relay For Life 

is available by calling the American Cancer 
Society at (248) 663-3441. Relay For Life of 
Canton information can be found by visiting 
www. RelayForLife.org/cantonmi. 

New Corriveau office hours 
Beginning in January, State Representative 

Marc Corriveau (D-Northville) will hold 
expanded office hours on the first Monday of 
every month to give more residents the chance 
to meet with him. 

Corriveau will hold office hours on the first 
Monday of each month at the following times 
and locations: 

• 10-11 a.m. at the Northville District 
Library, 212 W. Cady Street 

• 1-2 p.m. at the Wayne Public Library, 3737 
S. Wayne Road 

• 3-4 p.m. at the Plymouth District Library, 
223 S. Main Street 

• 6-8 p.m. at Corriveau's district office, 129 
W. Liberty Street in Plymouth 

Corriveau also is planning two more office 
hours later this month: 10-11 a.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 5, at Northville City Hall in Meeting 
Room A, 215 W. Main Street; and 10-11 a.m. 
on Monday, Dec. 15, at the Plymouth District 
Library, 223 S. Main Street. 

Corriveau also holds coffee hours and other 
events throughout the 20th District to talk with 
as many residents as possible about any issues 
or concerns. If your business or organization 
would like to schedule an event with Corriveau, 
please contact his office at (877) 20TH-REP. 

Goodfellows help 
Several local merchants are hosting fund­

raisers for the Canton Goodfellows. Showroom 
of Elegance Fine Jewelry, 6018 Canton Center 
Road, is continuing its annual "Goodfellows No 
child without a Christmas" drive through Dec. 
5. The store will be collecting canned goods 
and non-perishable items and offering a chance 
to win a $600 Visa card for bringing in your 
canned goods. 

"This is our way to help those children in the 
Plymouth-Canton school district that are in 
need and wouldn't otherwise have a Christmas 
or food while out of school on the holiday 
break. Our need is great this year with over 
600 children to provide for. We need so much 
help. Please join us in this mission," said Linda 
Robin, owner of the jewelry story. For more 
information, contact the store at (734) 207-
1906 or e-mail lindarobinl@ameritech.net. 

Also, Indigo Salon and Day Spa, located in 
Canton's Cherry Hill Village, will be holding 
a Canton Goodfellow's Gifts For Kids Charity 
Day on Sunday Dec. 7, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Indigo will be open for business with a full 
service menu (reservations requested) and 100 
percent of the money from services rendered 
will go towards the Goodfellows goal of pro­
viding Christmas gifts to 600 less fortunate 
children in the Canton area. In addition, Indigo 
will be matching 50 percent of the total retail 
sales for the day. 

To make a reservation, visit www.indigosa-
lonanddayspa.com to view the full service menu 
and price lists. Contact Indigo at (734) 961-3245. 
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These fourth grade students in Mrs. Wolf's math class at All Saints Catholic School recently held a junk drawer 
sale, and learned lessons about money and making change in the process. The students were assigned the task of 
bringing items to school that they found in their junk drawers at home, including fun or unique pencils, toys, games, 
school supplies, or items they made themselves. The students took turns being customers and salespersons, moving 
between the three fourth grade classrooms, where they bought and sold these small items. When the purchasing 
ended, the students counted their money to determine if they had made a profit, or if there was a loss. 
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\wiss 

'6.99 

Florida 
Indian River 

Cheese^mk Grapefruit 

3/99* 

California 
Sweet & Juicy 
Navel Oranges 

^ 81b. 

Jumbo 
California 
Broccoli 

2/$3.00 
VI 

Joe's Mexico" 
Vegetable Salad 

99 lb> 

Uptown 
pinotNoir07 
North Coast 
California 
ne.99 

Stop By our 
Hot prepared t 
ods for meals 

to go. 

Boars Head 
Tavern Ham 
$6.99 ib. 

Hayman Hill 
Heritage 

Monterey County 06' 
$14.99 

Hoffmans 
Hard Salami 
*3.99 ib. 

Dietz & Watson 
Gourmet Chicken^r ° w Tyme 

& Horseradish <r Provolone 
Cheddar Cheese < ^ Cheese 

$7.99 ib. £ s*99ib 
• , : ,1,1. .J. i r i i . i i . j i in i i ' i ' l i i : mH^S)ft 

Silvestro 
Blackstar Farms 

2008 

9.99 
$12.99 

(Limit 2 per person) 

Riesh 
Mosei 

2^2 
11.99 

Chicken 
Parmesan 
$6.99 ib. 

Com into Jofsfbr 

selection 
rf wreaths, 

centerpieces, 
Poinsettm? 

Decorated mini trees 

Long Danish 
Coffee Cakes 

$3.29 
all flavors 

Grilled 
Chicken Caesar 

Pasta Salad 
$4.99.b. 

Pre order your 
Holiday Cakes 
& Pies Before 
it's too late. 

Pecan Crusted 
Chicken Breast 

$6.99 ib 

Crab 
Quiche 

'2.49 
Deli 

a slice 
cious! 

Holiday Cupcakes 

Individual 99* each 

Mini Cupcakes *4.99 12 pack 

Horn 
Seasonal 
Cookies 

$3.99&UE 

Ilea rtland 
Cereals 
2I$7.00 

• w 

Olde Cape 
Cod 

Dressings 

2/*4.00 

Holiday Tortilla 
Chips 

2/*4.00 

Marzetti 
Cardini 

Dressings 

27*6.00 

F°od Should 
Taste Good 
2F5.00 

248-478-8680 Byrds Choice Meats \ 33066 W. Seven Mile 

Holiday Favorites 
" O r d e r N o w " 

Choice Prime Rib-Roast, Lean Crown Pork Roast, Dearborn Spiral 
Glazed Hams, Our own Homemade Fresh or Smoked Kielbasa, 

American Legs and Racks of Lamb, Party Trays, 
Bell & Evans Fresh Turkeys 

http://www.hometownlife.com
file:///wiss
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Stock market is not a 
game; it's serious 
•

received a letter to par­
ticipate in a stock-picking 
contest. The organization 

sponsoring the contest was 
soliciting a variety of people 
in the financial world to par­
ticipate. The premise was each 
participant would be given 
a $1 million of play money. 
The player who had the most 
money at the end of a 90-day 
period would be the winner. 
According to the rules, a player 
could invest the money in any­
thing and would have unlim­
ited trades during the 90~day 
period. 

I politely and respectfully 
turned down the invitation 
(not because it wouldn't have 
been fun) because it was billed 
as an investment contest 
when, in fact, it had nothing to 
do with investing. 

I am not a fan of these so-
called investment contests. 
As far as I am concerned, a 
contest like this is no different 
than entering a blackjack or 
a poker tournament. When it 
comes to investments, 90 days 
is nothing. 

Many organizations have 
sponsored these types of 
investment contests and 
although they are fun, just as 
with gambling, I believe they 
can be dangerous. The stock 
market is not a game and it 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

should not be 
thought of as 
such. Contests 
such as the 
one I men­
tioned send the 
wrong mes­
sage. Investors 
should not he 
looking quar­
ter to quarter, 
but rather long 
term. When 

investors think short term, it 
almost always leads to long-
term problems. 

Too many investors hon­
estly don't know the differ­
ence between gambling and 
investing. Gambling is for the 
short run, while investing is 
for the long run. Investing is 
not an all or none proposition. 
Investing requires patience, 
something that most gamblers 
do not have. 

There's no doubt that this 
has been a very difficult year 
for investors and certainly the 
conventional wisdom about 
investing has not panned out. 
However, I always remind 
people they are running a 
marathon, not a 50-yard dash. 
Unfortunately, stock contests 
promote the thought that 
investing is nothing more than 
a short race to the finish. In 
fact, investing is much more 

difficult and challenging. 
Decisions made today have an 
impact on us many years into 
the future. 

Of course, most people 
recognize that a stock market 
game is just that, a game. 
Many feel that particularly 
during these difficult times, 
we deserve to have some fun. 
However, there's a reason 
why we have warning signs 
on everything in our society. 
It seems obvious to me that 
people shouldn't stick their 
hand inside of a snow blower, 
however, there are warning 
signs to remind them of just 
that. 
• The issue regarding stock 
market games is that too many 
people may assume if the strat­
egy wins an investment game, 
perhaps it will work in an indi­
vidual portfolio. 

Playing games should be for 
fun. Handling money is much 
more serious. Remember that 
experiences with a game have 
nothing to do with reality. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial . 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400). 

r ' " 3 - l l " 

HRfiE Q&mRWM 
% 

Visit Santa Land 
for Pictures with 

* * * ' L & t 

CW is S10, HhUh will I ( 
donated to Active hailh 

* * « l 

Oonul Hut Cafe 
U i t u r i i i ) ' Mill i . luii I | I I L 

Hoi UtU* nui I'on ills 
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' HOURS:-RtKHV-fic £ATWt0&y-<1OftM^&>>& SUN&AV f 0 M 4 - 5 « H 

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com 

I * 

For higher yields, head straight to Charter One. That's because our Select 

Money Market outperformed the average money market mutual fund? 

And your deposits are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

an additional $150,000 per depositor - to at least $250,000 - until 

December 31,2009. To open a Select Money Market account, please stop 

by a branch, call 1 -877-TOP-RATE or visit charterone.com 

irCv-e 

$UH~tt]fft 7 ^ UQ?^~$u I'd Sat 
10 am-
7 pm 

Nov. 30 

10am-
8pm 

Dec. 7 

10 am-
9 pm 
Dec! 

10 am-
9 pm 
Dec. 8 

& & 

10am-
9pm 

Dec 2 

10am-
9pm 

Dec 9 

)/£ / 

10am-
9 p m 

Dec. 3 

9am-
9pm 

Dec. 10 

wl 

10am- 10am-
9 p m 9 p m 

Dec. 4 Doc. 5 

9am- 9am-
9 p m 9 p m 

Dec. 11 Dec 12 

&MI 

10am-
9pm 

Dec 6 

8am-
10pm 

Dec. 13 

L\U3tLLiSI!<YOUR LIIT 

S B 0 P PI K G C R N T E » 

NWysJC Pen.ev Sean K o n u & O \ e r 8 0 * r c j i i t \ , S U T I S * 734 4JI 02*1 

L/Xdtcd on tup comer of Wavne & W'atv* Reads • -w.,*; ,\es 'J t idanU rr n 

Friday and Saturday, Dec. 5th & Dec. 6th 

9:00am»4:00pm 
$2.00 Admission 

(under 12 free) 
Large Juried Show of Handcrafted Items Only 

Lunch-Bake Sale-Kids Craft €o 
Hourly Door Prize Drawing 

•.i>m$ ^ J«^^^ 

LAUREL MANOR 
Banquet & Conference Center 

In Livonia off ihc 1-96 Su\ite Dine • 12 Mile WW of Neuhur jjh Rd. 

Jirjt 

>N 

>legant Atmosphere 
Extraordinary Service 

xquisite Cuisine 

=MSS3 mc 

...all at an affordable cost. Contact us at (734) 4624)770 for information 
on our all inclusive wedding packages including dinner, tax, gratuity, bar 

services and the wedding cake from "Sweet Dreams". 

Laurel Manor's 21st Annual 

Hor d'oeuvres from 7-8pm • Premium Open Bar - Wine Served w/Dinner 
Live Entertainment • Dinner served at 8:00pm • Specialty Dessert Table 

Afterglow at 12:05am with Pizza & Danish 

Located on ihe southwest 
side of Laurel Manor 

*Home and Office 
catering with delivery or pickup-ready to serve. 

*Open Mon. - Fri. 10am-3pm for lunch 
*Assorted Holiday Pies cqntact us at (734)779-4525 -\\ 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:moneymatters@hometownlife.com
mailto:moneymatters@hometownlife.com
http://www.bloomassetmanagement.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://charterone.com
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LaJoy 

OUR VIEWS 

LaJoy still has much to 
do in State Legislature 

Some Canton residents have raised questions about 
Supervisor-elect Phil LaJoy's motivation to delay his 
swearing in so he can continue serving in the State 
Legislature through the end of the legislative session. 

LaJoy, who defeated political newcomer David Marsh 
in last month's general election, is cur­
rently serving his third term as a state 
representative. He was not sworn in with 
the rest of the new board on Nov. 20, so he 
could continue serving Canton (as well as 
Belleville and Van Buren Township) resi­
dents in Lansing during what is known 
as the lame-duck session, when a flurry 
of bills are expected to be taken up by the 
outgoing Legislature. 

LaJoy believes it is important for his 
district to have representation during this important ses­
sion. We don't disagree. 

There are several issues that LaJoy wants to work 
on. First and foremost, he is a member of the state's 
Transportation Funding Task Force, which he says is in 
the process of finalizing some funding for county road 
projects. He wants to make sure Canton (and his dis­
trict as a whole) gets its fair share. If there is something 
Canton needs more than anything it is funding for its 
roads. 

LaJoy also wants to add his voice to a bill that would 
ban smoking in public places. He said he favors such a 
ban, although it has been defeated in the past. Another 
bill LaJoy wants to work on concerns Blue Cross Blue 
Shield, the state's largest health insurance provider, 
which is seeking relief from the growing burden of pro­
viding individual health insurance policies for those not 
covered by a group policy. This controversial legislation 
will have far-reaching consequences on the state's con­
sumers. 

In fact, LaJoy says in the next couple weeks the 
Legislature will take up dozens of bills. And he's commit­
ted to fulfilling his obligation to the voters who selected 
him to represent them. 

Still people have suggested LaJoy's motivations for 
delaying his swearing in are more devious or self-serv­
ing. LaJoy certainly isn't doing it for the money. As 
supervisor, LaJoy will earn $115,366. He currently earns 
$79,650 as a state representative. 

Some have said LaJoy is staying on so he can get a life­
time health insurance benefit through the state, but he 
would have to be serving on Jan. 1 to do so. And he has 
made it clear that he won't be getting the benefit because 
he plans to be sworn in as supervisor on Dec. 17 or 18. 

We take Mr. LaJoy at his word that he is doing this 
because he thinks it is in Canton's best interest. If any­
one has a track record of doing what is in the town's best 
interest it is Phil LaJoy. He has a long record of public 
service to this community, something he will continue 
when he takes over as supervisor later this month. 

Christmas season glows 
with hometown activities 

It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas. 
Really, it is. 
The often depressing economic news cannot diminish 

the holiday spirit. A rich combination of good times, gen­
erous giving and long-followed traditions make this an 
extra special time of year. 

Wayne County Parks Lightfest was officially opened 
Nov. 20. The annual event turns a four-mile section of 
Hines Park into a fantasy land of animated lights. This 
always popular event includes Santa's Workshop at the 
Warrendale area, where children can meet the jolly fel­
low and post their letter^ in a giant mailbox. Dec. 9 and 16 
will be Toy Nights. Wayne County will be lending a hand 
to provide toys to disadvantaged children in the county. 
On these nights, the community is invited to bring a new, 
unwrapped toy in lieu of the suggested $5 donation fee for 
visiting the Lightfest. Enter Hines Park at Merriman. 

This Saturday, Redford is presenting an Olde-Fashioned 
Christmas. The event kicks off at 2 p.m. with a parade 
along Five Mile and will feature horse-and-carriage rides, 
a petting zoo, holiday music and refreshments. Santa Clans 
arrives at Township Hall at 2:45 p.m. 

Canton will hold its third annual Family Holiday Fest 
from noon to 4 p.m. Saturday at Willow Creek Plaza, north 
side of Ford Road between Lilley and Haggerty. Santa will 
be the guest of honor and a photographer will take pic­
tures. There will also be reindeer, carolers, contests and 
refreshments. 

In Plymouth, Santa is holding court at his house on 
Main Street in Kellogg Park, 5-8 p.m. Fridays, noon to 5 
p.m. Saturdays and Sundays and 5-8 p.m. Dec. 23. 

Compassionate Friends' Candlelight Vigil, where friends 
and family gather to remember loved ones who died too 
soon, is set for 7 p.m. Dec. 14 in downtown Plymouth. 

Go out and enjoy a hometown Christmas. 

CANTON 

Kurt Kuban 
Community Editor 

Hugh Gallagher 
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Susan Rosiek 
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LETTERS 
Volunteer in bad times 

With the holidays quickly approaching 
and the economy quickly failing, many 
people are wondering exactly how they 
are going to stretch their ever-tightening 
hudgets to cover their part of this years 
"holiday cheer." 

I'd like to reach out and remind every­
one that the holidays are not about sim­
ply making purchases from stores, but 
coming together as one family, neighbor­
hood or community and reaching out to 
lend a helping hand. Even though times 
are tough and money is tight, we need 
to be thankful for all that we have and 
all that we can offer. Simple things such 
as reaching out to help your neighbor 
rake the leaves or volunteering for a local 
community group boost our spirits and 
unite us in these cheerful, but difficult 
times. 

Volunteering has been the backbone of 
the American way of life since the first 
settlers arrived in America. Times were 
tough then, and when people needed 
help, they banned together to overcome 
the challenges their new lives posed. 
Times are difficult now, and we are each 
facing our own individual challenges. If 
we reach out and support each other, in 
any way that we can, as our ancestors 
did, we can begin to rebuild the bridges 
to take us into the future. 

Right now, with the Michigan unem­
ployment rate reaching upward toward 9 
percent, volunteering can provide anyone 
with some much needed emotional relief. 
Unemployment can be a very depress­
ing, isolated stage in anyone's life, and by 
simply volunteering you can make pro­
fessional contacts, receive employment 
references, provide advice to an orga­
nization or keep practiced in your field, 
and even earn internship credit hours. 
Volunteering can also give you a bit of 
stability in this crazy world, or provide 
some much needed adult human contact. 

Midwest Rabbit Rescue & Re-home 
is an organization located in Plymouth, 
which is dedicated to the rescue and 
adoption of domestic rabbits. Currently, 
with over 140 rabbits in the shelter, and 
60 more in foster care, they need all the 
help they can get. Midwest is a no-kill 
shelter run entirely by volunteers who 
care about rabbits. Rabbits are playful, 
loving animals, and very common house 
pets! With the money troubles we are all 
facing, animals tend to be overlooked. 
Together we can reach and expand our 
networks to make sure they are not for­
gotten-! 

As you prepare your holiday feast this 
year, please remember the old adage 
"what goes around comes around." Every 
act of kindness will echo out and bring 
you not only personal satisfaction but it 
will leave a long lasting impression on 
what you helped to accomplish. Let your 
efforts be an oasis to someone or some­
thing in this harsh world. 

Sometimes we all need a little rescu­
ing. Reach out and help this holiday sea­
son in any way that you can. 

Lisa Powell 
Canton 

Midwest Rabbit Rescue & Re-home volunteer 

No-brainer 
Does the Board of Education commit­

tee chairperson (Dianne) Gonzales want 
to know what the will of the people is 
"District eyes election shift," (Observer, 
Nov. 20)? 

Should they spend $100,000 on a school 
board election when it would cost nothing 
if moved to the November election cycle? 
Well that's a no~brainer. Since when does 
the Plymouth-Canton school district have 
so much money that this is even an issue? 

If the Board of Education can't figure 
this one out on their own we need to clean 
house. 

Fred Portelli 
Plymouth 

After having watched the Senate "hear­
ings" on the request by our automakers for 
a bridge loan, I can easily understand why 
the "approval" ratings for Congress have 
remained consistently in the low double-
digit (teens) range. 

I have never seen such a group of arro­
gant, pompous, self-aggrandizing clowns 
in my life. The insulting, condescending 
remark about cutting the executive pay to $1 
a year struck a hollow note, coming from a 
bunch of incompetent ying-yangs charged 
with running our government efficiently. 

The last time I checked, these wonder­
ful folks have boosted the national debt 
to over $10 trillion (our citizens have to 
pay over $400 billion a year to service this 
squandering). If anyone should have their 
salaries cut to a buck a year ... 

To borrow a phrase from the Blue Collar 
Comedy Tour, I hope the auto types part­
ed with a "Here's Your Sign, guys!" on their 
way out the door. 

Frederick J . Libbing 
Plymouth 

Missing the facts 
In a recent O&E Opinions column the 

paper expressed its support for the Wayne-
Westland school board regarding the 
recall of Martha Pitsehbarger and Skip 
Monit. I believe your paper missed many 
of the facts that surround this recall. 

As a district, our elementary MEAP 
scores are on the rise. Unfortunately, that 
is where the good news ends. Once our 
children enter middle school, the scores 
begin to dip. By the time they reach high 
school, we hit rock bottom. Our MME 
scores (which replaced the MEAP) are 
basically failing. The state has found 
that our district is not meeting Adequate 
Yearly Progress at the high schools level. 
Our ACT scores are also below state aver­
ages. Yet, parents are being told by the 
administration and the board that class 
size is not an issue. 

Meanwhile, millions of dollars have 
been spent on football fields, turf for 
the fields, libraries and gyms. Parents 
were told that the money for this came 
from the sinking fund and that sink­
ing fund money can only be used for 
improvements. Yet, at the most recent 
school board meeting our superintendent 
said that a portion of the money came 
from the sinking fund which means the 

remainder came from the general fund. 
For those not aware, the general 

fund can pay for more teachers for our 
children's classrooms. Instead the admin­
istration, with the approval of the board, 
has focused on high-end improvements 
to our facilities rather than improving our 
children's education. 

We were also told that we are losing 
money from the state. While that is true, 
the reason why is we are losing students. 
We are actually receiving $96 more per 
student this year. At the same time, our 
graduation rate is decreasing and our 
dropout rate is on the rise. Yet, year after 
year, our superintendent is financially 
rewarded by the Board of Education for 
"doing a good job." 

We are continually being told our dis­
trict is broke, yet our superintendent is 
making more than $250,000. His contract 
is reviewed and signed every year by the 
board. He also receives a $900-per-month 
stipend and received a raise to cover his 
FICA not to mention a salary increase 
to cover auto allowance. There are many 
other perks, including more than 40 vaca­
tion days and 12 sick days which can be 
cashed out at the end of the year. 

Yet, our district can barely keep its head 
above water?! What does this tell you? 
Not to mention, at the most recent school 
board meeting^ the president, Martha 
Pitsenbarger, admitted she did not know 
Dr. Baracy's salary. Kind of funny she did 
not know seeing as she signed every one of 
his contracts! 

As a parent and citizen of this com­
munity, I owe it to my children as well as 
all of the other children of this district to 
be informed on the issues. I assure you I 
have spent hours researching our district 
and the issues surrounding this recall. 
Unfortunately, what I have found has been 
truly disappointing. 

Although the members of the Board 
of Education seem like nice people, nice 
doesn't get the job done! And while many 
positive things have happened throughout 
the years in this district, right now, the 
negative heavily outweighs the positive. In 
my opinion, as our district jingle says, if 
great futures are going to start right here, 
it will need to happen with several new 
board members and a new administration. 

Brandi Smith 
Westland 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400' 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

Fax: 
(734)591-7279 

E-mail: 
kkuban@hometownlife.com 

QUOTABLE 

"Even though I've done this work with The Salvation Army now for 15 years as a commissioned officer and a lot 
longer as a volunteer before my wife and I gave up our jobs to do full-time ministry, I was still overwhelmed by 
emotions more than once or twice as people came to our building, wave after wave, to help us help others." 
- Maj . J i m Irvine, corps off icer for the P lymouth Salvat ion A r m y , responding to the generos i ty people showed in 
helping the corps feed hungry famil ies in Canton , P lymouth , Northyi l le and Belleville for t h e Thanksgiv ing holiday 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:kkuban@hometownlife.com
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'Tis the season for 'The Nutcracker' 
Keliisa Nordstrom, a 14-year-old Canton resident, will be featured 
in the upcoming 'Nutcracker' performance with the Joffrey Ballet 
Company at the Detroit Opera House. Keliisa, who has been cast as 
a child in the Christmas party scene, dances ballet and performs 
character acting in her part as a child, and will be in all seven shows. 
Keliisa started dancing when she was 3 and studies dance at Master's 
of Dance Arts in Canton. She is also active in fund raising activities, 
including the Canton Relay for Life. The performances begin this 
evening and run through Dec. 7. For more information, visit www. 
michiganopera.org or call (313) 237-7464. 

Millions watch Briefcase Drill 
Team's stroll down Broadway 

BYTONYBRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

As Fred Hill waited anx­
iously on Broadway in New 
York City for his 17-member 
Briefcase Drill Team's turn 
to step off in the Macy's 
Thanksgiving Day parade, he 
was approached by someone 
walking by. 

"We were waiting for the 
parade to begin and enthralled 
with all the activity and up 
walks (actor) Alec Baldwin," 
Hill said. "He said, 'Old guys in 
dark blue suits with briefcases 
... you better be good.'" 

By Hill's account, the 
Briefcase Drill Team —- a par­
ody on men who wear business 
suits — never missed a beat. 

"The crowd reaction was 
better, or more so, than we've 
ever had before," said Hill 
of the 3 million people who 
crowded the 2y2-mile parade 
route. "That's something we 
didn't anticipate because we 
were new to them ... but they 
got it in a hurry. 

"The crowd was 40-50 
people deep and lined up on 
the side streets about half-
a-block," he said. "And there 
were people 30 stories up 
watching us." 

NBC-TV, which telecasts 
the Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade, gave each entry less 
than 30 seconds on camera at 
34th and Broadway. 

"During rehearsal Tuesday 
night, they had decided what 
moves they wanted us to do in 
about 25 seconds," Hill said. 
"We added a few and they 
loved them, so we ended up 
doubling the amount of time 
we had originally." 

PH0TOSBVGROUPPHOTOS.COM 

The Fred Hill Briefcase Drill Team of Plymouth took its act to Broadway Thanksgiving Day, marching in the Macy's 
Thanksgiving Parade. 

Lee Harrison of Canton 
Township, who has been a 
member of the Drill Team for 
five years, said it was an excit­
ing experience. 

"I always thought the Detroit 
Thanksgiving parade and the 
others we march in were pretty 
special, but there's a different 
level at the Macy's parade," 
Harrison said. "It's really well 
done, with an enormity and 
excitement you don't see at the 
other parades. Everything in 
New York is bigger and more 
grandiose." 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com I (734) 953-2172 

f&jdhL&i. it **£*.* -
Millions watched as the Fred Hill Briefcase Drill Team from Plymouth stepped 
off in New York in the annual Macy's Thanksgiving Parade. 

*ee Pictures with Sai-ia 
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Open " Days a Week 

C O V V - . M ' Y A . JANCE 
- ! - - i f UNION 

800.2S7.0046 
c* >mimmi?\ alliancecu.org 
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SANI will be on hand accepting donations of canned goods, 
new children's books, and new, warm children's clothing to 
help support the Goodfellows. Santa photos by 11 \ \ 

Chamber an the Move 

Gold Sponsors 

Destiny Games 

IKEA 

Observer & Eccentric 

World of Floors 

Holiday Fest 
Saturday, December 6, 2008 
12:00-4:00 p.m. 
Willow Creek Shopping Plaza 
Located on Ford Rd. between Haggerty and Lilley (Marshall's Parking Lot) 

a t through the surrounding 

Jimmy John's 
ServiceMaster Bldg. Services 

Shark Club 

Refreshments provided by: 
Jimmy John's 
Shark Club 
Tony's Coney & Grill 

Event Candids by: 
Stephanie Weatherly Photography 

Brought to you by the 
Canton Downtown 0 
in cooperation with the 
Canton Chamber of Co 
and Cauton la tere Services. 

Canton Downtown Development Authority 
1150 Canton Center Rd., 
Canton, Ml 48188 
(734) 394-5186 

malls, and... 

• Carriage Ride 
• Live Reindeer 
• Balloon Artists 
• Carolers 
• Arts & Crafts 
• Games 

• Give-Aways 
• Coloring Contest 
• Face Painting 
• Magician 
• Music 
• Surprises! 

• u .-S 'H3LPH 3 8 1 . s 

Visit 
For tons of family fun including Santa's Stage, the Color ing 
Corral, entertainment, activities, and much, much more! 
(It's located in the o ld Bombay store.) 
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IfBJ 

for t h e H o l i d a y s 

During the Shop Canton for the Holidays program, we invite you to visit 

Canton RESTAURANTS, HOTELS, and RETAILERS... and SAVE! 

Canton Residents—Your coupon book arrived in your mailbox! 

And, if you don't live in Canton...Ho problem! 

DOWNLOAD Holiday Savings COUPONS at: 

WWW. 

\L - i ' » i . 
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First-year Plymouth coach Ted Sturdivant discusses strategy with his team during a third-
quarter timeout Tuesday night. 

Robinson's clutch shots 
cement Wildcats' win 

BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

There was something more valuable 
than a pot of gold at the end of the rain­
bow shot Plymouth senior guard Kelsi 
Robinson launched from the deep comer 
late hi Tuesday's season opener against 
visiting Walled Lake Northern. 

Instead of a fortune of coins, there was 
a clutch, back-breaking, twine-finding 
triple that proved to be a pivotal spark 
in the Wildcats' 33-32 victory over the 
Knights. 

Robinson's three, combined with a soft 
baseline jumper she netted 30 seconds 
later, extended her team's lead to 28-23 
and helped cement first-year Plymouth 
coach Ted Sturdivant's "W" in his high 
school coaching debut. 

"That was exhilarating," said 
Sturdivant, moments after the memo­
rable yiciory, which also happened to fall 

on his birthday. 'It's always more fun to 
play in tight games like tonight's than 
blow-outs. Plus, it gave me a great oppor­
tunity to evaluate my team. 

"I learned a lot about this team 
tonight. The No. 1 thing I learned was 
these girls don't quit, regardless of the 
circumstances." 

On a night when points were hard 
to come by — especially from the free 
throw line, where both teams combined 
to sink just 23-of-45 attempts — the 
Wildcats appeared to seize an insur­
mountable 22-14 lead with 5:30 left in 
the third quarter. 

However, Northern reeled offa 9-
1 run over the next seven minutes to 
deadlock the game at 23-all on Carissa 
McKenna's free throw with 6:15 to play. 

Plymouth's Stacey Klonowski con­
verted a driving layup through the heart 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Piease see WILDCATS, B2 
Plymouth's Stacey Klonowski takes aim at a shot during Tuesday night's 33-32 victory over Walled Lake 
Northern. Klonowski netted six points and five rebounds. 

Twin win: Schmitt sisters lead Canton over Saline, 46-31 
BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Two weeks after taking their final 
sfrokes for their school's swim team, 
Canton's Schmitt twins — Sara and Kari 
— proved Tuesday night that they have 
pretty good strokes on the basketball court 
as well. : 

The sophomore sisters combined for 30 
points in the Chiefs' 46-31 season-open­
ing victory over visiting Saline. Sara led 
all scorers with 19 points (to go along with 

four rebounds) while Kari contributed 11 
points, seven boards and four steals. 

"They're both great competitors, ter­
rific workers," raved Canton coach Brian 
Samulski. "They work well together and 
they do a nice job around the rim. Sara 
made 11 of 13 free throws, too* which was 
huge." 

Also playing major roles in the Chiefs' 
successful opening night were Lindsey 
Winters, who netted eight points; Melanie 
Pickert, who added four points, five assists 
and five steals; and Alyssa Cottrell, who 

"had a nice game defensively," in Samulski's 
opinion. 

Kayla Brothy paced the Hornets with 16 
points, 12 coming on four threes. 

Canton led 23-19 at the half before pad­
ding its lead to 33-25 with eight minutes 
to play. 

"It's always nice to start out l-O," 
Samulski said. "It's good for our confi­
dence, especially with us having such a 
young team. Hopefully, we can build on 
this win." 

The Chiefs actually benefitted from a 

Saline time-out late in the third quarter 
when the Hornets had cut their deficit to 
two points. 

"We came out of that timeout and got 
a couple of easy baskets and got our lead 
back up to eight," Samulski said. 

Canton hit 19-of-30 free throws. Saline 
was just 4-of-12 from the charity stripe. 

The Chiefs host state power Birmingham 
Marian on Thursday. The opening tip is 
scheduled for approximately 7 p.m. 

ewright@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2108 

Hits just keep on coming 
Ex-Chief star McClendon carries skills over to college game 

ST JOSEPHS COLLEGE CWOTO 

Former Canton football standout Deshon McClendon (No. 5) lowers the boom, 
during a St. Joseph's (Ind.) College game this fall. McClendon earned All-GLFC 
honors after he finished second on the team in tackles. 

BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

One day, in the not-too-
distant future, Deshon 
McClendon will pursue a ° 
career in the field of physical 
therapy. 

But in the meantime, the 
former Canton gridiron stand­
out is enjoying college life at 
Saint Joseph's (Ind.) College, 
where he is majoring in biol­
ogy, playing Division II college 
football and delivering bone-

crunching tackles that create a 
need for physical therapy. 

Pound-for-pound, the 5-
foot-7, 190-pound McClendon 
was one of the hardest-hit­
ting players to ever pull on 
a Canton football helmet. 
Things haven't changed at St. 
Joe's, where the ex-Chief was 
the Pumas' second-leading 
tackier this past season. 

McClendon earned All-
GLFC first-team honors for 
his defensive efforts and All^ 
GLFC honorable mention hon­

ors for averaging 25.0 yards on 
kickoff returns. 

During a Sept. 20 Great 
Lakes Football Conference 
game against Lake Erie 
College — which was played in 
of all places Gainesville, Ohio 
— McClendon piled up a team-
high seven tackles from his 
inside linebacker position. He 
also forced a fumble, recovered 
a fumble and returned a kick-
off 50 yards — most of which 

Please see MCCLENDON, B4 

Thomas scores 

Former Canton 
High School foot­
ball standout Devin 
Thomas scored his 
first NFL touch­
down Sunday for the 
Washington Redskins. 

With 8:31 left in 
the second quarter 
of Washington's 23-
7 loss to the New 
York Giants, Thomas 
took a handoff 
on a reverse from 
Redskins quarterback 
Jason Campbell and 
sprinted 29 yards to 
paydirt. The ex-Chief 
and Michigan State 
University star eluded 
two Giants inside the 
5-yard lineand dove 
head-first into the end 
zone. 

Horse business 
TCM Equine 

Ventures, based in 
Canton, claimed the 
senior cutting reserve 
world champion­
ship title with Catty 
Starlight, a 2001 
Sorrel American 
quarter horse stal­
lion, during the FedEx 
Open competition at 
the American Quarter 
Horse Association 
World Championship, 
held Nov. 15-22 in 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

"Winning a reserve 
world championship 
title is one of the most 
prestigious awards in 
AQHA show competi­
tion," said Bill Brewer, 
AQHA executive vice 
president. 

The AQHA World 
Championship Show 
is the largest, richest 
single-breed world 
championship horse 
show in existence, 
with more than $2.7 
million awarded to 
3,494 entries from 48 
states, eight Canadian 
provinces, Brazil, 
Germany, Italy and 
the United Kingdom. 

Xtreme-ly good 
news for Ignition 

The four-team 
Xtreme Soccer 
League, which 
includes the Detroit 
Ignition, received pro­
visional membership 
in the United States 
Soccer Federation for 
its inaugural season,-
the league announced 
Tuesday. 

The USSF is the 
governing body for 
soccer in the United 
States. 


